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performed  his  duties,  until  his  arrival. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  S.  J.  M.  Eaton, 
of  the  city  of  Franklin.  Dr.  Robert  Crawford,  of  Venango  County, 
welcomed  the  Society  as  follows : — 

Mr.  President,  and  Fellow-Members  op  the  Medical  Societt 
OP  THE  State  op  Pennsylvania  :  To  me,  gentlemen,  the  Venango 
County  Medical  Society  has  assigned  the  pleasing  duty  of  extending 
to  you  the  hand  of  friendship,  and  of  bidding  you  welcome  on  this 
occasion.  With  many  of  you  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  associating 
in  former  times,  and  in  different  localities  throughout  the  State,  to 
deliberate  upon  the  duties  that  now  call  us  together.  But  never, 
gentlemen,  never  have  I  had  the  extreme  pleasure  of  meeting  in  my 
own  county  so  manj'  whose  zealous  hearts  beat  in  unison  for  the 
same  common  cause.  Ours,  gentlemen,  is  the  cause  of  humanity. 
Our  work  is  a  work  which  we  hope  will  not  only  prove-  interesting 
and  useful  to  ourselves,  but  of  paramount  utility  to  those  who  are 
to  be  the  recipients  of  our  efforts. 

The  objects  of  this  Society,  as  your  constitution  declares,  are  the 
advancement  of  medical  knowledge,  the  elevation  of  professional 
character,  the  protection  of  the  professional  interests  of  its  mem- 
bers, the  extension  of  the  bounds  of  medical  science,  and  the  pro- 
motion of  all  measures  adapted  to  the  relief  of  suffering,  the  improve^ 
•volume  IX.  2 
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ii^ent  of  the  health,  and  the  protection  of  the  lives  of  the  commnnity. 
That  this  Society  has  accomplished  much  good  from  its  labors,  no 
one  who  has  witnessed  its  workings  and  their  results  will  for  a 
moment  doubt. 

In  connection  with  the  county  societies  from  which  the  State 
Society  is  formed,  it  constitutes  a  medical  school  in  which  every 
physician  can  learn ;  and  he  must  learn  or  get  behind  his  profes- 
sional contemporaries.  These  societies  infuse  new  spirit  and  anima- 
tion into  their  members,  and  thereby  give  new  life  to  the  student  of 
his  profession.  The  physician  of  five  years  ago  is  not  a  physician 
to-day.  The  science  of  medicine  is  eminently  a  progressive  one. 
He  who  keeps  up  with  its  advances  must  study. 

Those  who  are  active  and  efficient  members  of  their  county  and 
State  societies  have  given  evidence  that  they  are  keeping  up  with 
this  age  of  improvement ;  in  short,  that  they  are  students ;  that 
they  are  physicians  now,  and  by  industry  and  perseverance  in  their 
profession  will  continue  to  be  such. 

It  is  individual  improvement  in  professional  knowledge,  with  high 
intellectual  attainments  and  moral  worth,  that  will  elevate  the  stand- 
ing of  our  profession,  and  thereby  obviate  the  necessity  of  making 
stringent  ethical  rules,  which  are  seldom  observed  except  by  men 
of  high  culture  and  strict  integrity. 

The  greatness  of  the  number  of  the  members  of  this  Society, 
which  comprises  the  educated  physicians  throughout  the  State, 
associated  together  for  such  commendable  objects,  should  receive  a 
hearty  God-speed  from  every  individual  whose  sense  and  sympathies 
reach  the  pitiable  condition  of  the  sick  and  the  afflicted. 

The  wonderful  discoveries  and  improvements  made  in  the  medical 
profession  within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  encourage  us  to  seek 
for  further  developments.  They  far  exceed  the  discoveries  and  im- 
provements made  in  any  other  branch  of  science  or  the  arts,  of 
which  I  cannot  speak  in  a  short  address  of  welcome  and  encourage- 
ment. 

When  a  comparatively  small  number  of  men,  prepared  with  the 
necessary  outfit,  consisting  of  a  ship  well  built  and  truly  sea-worthy, 
all  the  mathematical  and  other  instruments  necessary  for  scientific 
investigation,  with  all  the  implements  for  ofience  and  defence,  and 
all  other  necessaries  which  good  judgment  could  point  out  or  wealth 
procure;  when  a  band  of  heroes  thus  prepared  launch  forth  on  a 
voyage  of  a  few  months  or  years,  to  explore  the  dark  and  unknown 
regions  of  a  far-off  country,  or  to  add  but  an  island  of  the  hitherto 
unknown  to  their  present  possessions,  all  the  world  are  alive  to  the 
history  and  success  of  the  enterprise.  Not  a  heart  of  the  millions 
of  intelligent  and  educated  individuals  throughout  the  civilized 
world  but  gives  a  hearty  response  to  the  ambition  animating  these 
bold  and  public-spirited  adventurers.  And  yet  to  every  individual 
of  our  race  who  has  the  ability  to  judge  and  knowledge  to  appreci- 
ate, the  discovery  of  islands,  or  even  of  continents,  is  of  little  value 
to  him,  compared  with  the  personal  interests  which  he  has  at  stake 
and  depending  upon  the  successful  investigations  and  discoveries 
of  that  noble  band  of  volunteers  who  constitute  the  medical  profes- 
sion, whoae  voyage  of  observation  and  exploration  lasts  from  youth 
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to  old  age,  and  whose  life-long  struggle  has  been  against  the  ene- 
mies of  human  life  and  human  happiness. 

The  discovery  of  Edward  Jenner  is  worth  more  to  the  civilized 
world  to-day  than  the  discovery  of  another  continent  as  large  and 
as  valuable  as  North  America.  This  is  but  one  of  a  vast  number 
of  which  I  might  speak,  and  which  are  equally  valuable. 

Do  not  falter,  then,  gentlemen;  there  is  much  before  you.  Al- 
though we  pnt  a  high  estimate  upon  what  we  do  know,  we  should 
also  not  fail  to  put  a  proper  estimate  upon  what  we  do  not  know, 
and  which  promises  greater  rewards  than  have  been  gained  in  the 
past.  These  rewards  are  carefully  kept  in  store  for  those  who  will 
toil  to  earn  them.  The  hope  of  success,  the  glory  of  discovery, 
should  stimulate  exertion,  and  prompt  to  every  method  of  research. 

Gentlemen,  you  have  come  here  to-day  at  the  sacrifice  of  time, 
and  to  discharge  the  duties  which  you  owe  the  medical  profession 
and  the  public  generally,  and  to  assist  us  to  do  our  part  in  this 
great  work,  for  which  you  will  please  accept  the  kind  regards  of  the 
Venango  County  Medical  Society. 

You  are  now  in  the  oil-producing  part  of  this  country,  and  of  the 
State.  We  will  give  you  an  excursion  to  the  most  fanciful  part  of 
it.  Our  excursion  shall  be  directed  to  that  which  is  the  most  ac- 
cessible, where  yuu  will  be  able  to  observe  the  oil  production  in  all 
its  details.  This  great  staple  of  western  Pennsylvania  has  already 
made  its  way  to  the  shores  of  every  sea,  and  to  the  cities  of  every 
clime,  and  is  bringing  in  return  therefor,  immense  wealth,  which  is 
poured  into  the  lap  of  our  common  country.  It  bids  fair  to  exceed 
in  value  all  the  gold  of  California  and  Peru.  Although  it  is  not 
new  to  us,  or  to  the  people  of  the  last  century,  there  are  many  new 
and  highly  interesting  thoughts  in  regard  to  its  formation  and  re- 
production. Is  it  a  hydro-carbon, '  gentlemen,  and  will  nature's 
great  chemical  laboratory  reproduce  it  in  the  places  that  are  now 
being  excavated  ?  These  are  interesting  points  in  the  history  of 
petroleum,  and  await  the  careful  consideration  of  those  who  make 
nature's  laws  an  object  of  careful  study.  I  know  of  no  class  of 
men  more  competent  to  form  correct  opinions  on  this  subject  than 
the  members  of  the  medical  profession. 

We  hope  that  during  the  brief  period  which  you  will  stay  here, 
you  will  enjoy  yourselves  in  the  professional  engagements  of  the 
session,  and  in  your  associations  with  us ;  but  we  also  hope  that 
you  will  have  much  satisfaction  in  your  intercourse  and  associa- 
tion with  the  people  of  this  city,  whose  intelligence  and  hospitality 
are  well  known  and  favorably  acknowledged.  Allow  me  again,  Mr. 
President,  to  extend  to  you,  and  to  the  members  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  all  other  members  of 
the  profession  from  other  States  who  may  be  present,  the  kind 
regards  and  fraternargreeting  of  the  Yenango  County  Medical 
Society. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements,  through  their  Chairman,  Dr.  R. 
Crawford,  then  announced  the  following  programme : — 

Wednesday,  June  12th. — The  Society  will  meet  at  11  A.M.  and 
adjourn  at  1  P.M. ;  meet  again  at  3  P.M.,  and  adjourn  at  5  P.M. : 
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meet  again  at  7.30  P.M.,  to  hear  the  Annual  Address  by  J.  S. 
Crawford,  M.D.,  President  of  the  Society. 

Thursday,  June  13th. — The  Society  will  meet  at  9  A.M.,  and  ad- 
journ at  12  M. ;  meet  again  at  2  P.M.,  and  adjourn  at  5  P.M. 
Annual  Dinner  at  the  Exchange  Hotel,  at  8  o'clock  P.M. 

Friday,  June  14th. — The  Society*  will  meet  at  8  A.M.,  and  ad- 
journ at  9.30  A.M.  Excursion  to  the  Reno  Oil  Field,  given  by 
Messrs.  F.  W.  Mitchell  and  A.  A.  Plumer,  proprietors  of  the  Ex- 
change Hotel,  at  10  o'clock  A.M. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  James  Kino,  of  Allegheny  County,  the  citizens 
of  Franklin  were  invited  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  at  8  P.M.,  to 
hear  the  President's  address. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Allegheny  County,  the 
members  of  the  Venango  County  Medical  Society,  not  delegates, 
were  invited  to  seats  with  the  Society. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Committee  on  Business ; 
Drs.  Thomas  M.  Drysdale,  Philadelphia;  S.  M.  Ross,  Mercer;  and 
T.  H.  Helsby,  Lycoming. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements,  acting  as  a  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials, reported  the  following  as  duly  accredited  delegates  and 
members : — 


Allegheny  County. 


NAME. 

Thos.  H.  Elliott, 
James  King, 
W.  F.  Knox, 
J.  H.  Leoqe, 
Daniel  Leasure^ 
J.  C.  Maogini, 
A.  M.  Pollock, 
Thos.  W.  Shaw, 
W.  L.  Simpson, 
J.  D.  Thomas, 
E.  A.  Wood, 


POST-OPFICE. 

Allegheny. 

Pittsburg. 

McKeesport. 

Pittsburg. 

Allegheny. 

Port  Perry. 

Pittsburg. 
(( 

«( 


Beaver  County. 
IsAAO  WiNANS,  New  Brighton. 

Berks  County. 
Joseph  Coblentz,  Reading. 

A.  B.  DUNDOR,  " 
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Blair  County, 

Rowan  Clarke,  Antistown. 

John  Fay,  Altoona. 

J.  M.  Smith,  Tyrone. 

Bradford  County. 
Ezra  P.  Allen,  Athens. 

R.  H.  Ely,  Burlington  Boro'. 

Butler  County, 
Stephen  Bredin,  Butler. 

W.  R.  Cowden,  Portersville. 

Cheater  County. 
Wm.  R.  Blakeslee,  Coatesville. 

John  P.  Edqe,  Downingtown. 

WiLMER  WoRTHiNGTON,  West  Chester. 

Clarion  County. 
W.  M.  Clover,  Lamartine. 

S.  D.  Meals,  Callensburg. 

James  Ross,  Clarion. 

Crawford  County. 
David  Best,  Meadville. 

J.  P.  Hassler,  Cochranton. 

A.  O'Neill,  Conneautville. 

D.  A.  Philips,  Linesville. 

Thos.  J.  Young,  TitusviUe. 

Cumberland  County, 
W.  W.  Dale,  Carlisle. 

Alfred  Day,  Mechanicsburg. 

A.  J.  Herman,  Carlisle. 

H.  MoYER,  Boiling  Springs. 

Dauphin  County. 
John  Curwen,  Harrisburg. 

Delaware  County. 
J.  F.  M.  FoRWOOD,  Media. 

Erie  County. 
J.  L.  S:pwART,  Erie. 

W.  M.  Wallace,  " 
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Fayette  County. 
B.  F.  CoNKLiN,  Fayette  City. 

Indiana  County. 
J.  L.  Crawford,  Saltsburg. 

Lancaster  County. 
John  L.  Atlee,  Lancaster. 

S.  Atlee  Bockius,  Columbia. 

M.  L.  Herr,  Lancaster. 

P.  J.  Roebuck,  Litiz. 

Lycoming  County. 
Thomas  H.  Helsby,  WiUiamsport. 

Thomas  Lyon,  " 

A.  RiOHTER,  " 

Mercer  County. 
T.  M.  Brown,  Sharpsville. 

E.  X.  Geibner,  Sandy  Lake. 

Montgomery  County. 
Joseph  W.  Anderson,  Cabinet  P.  O. 

Wm.  Corson,  Norristown. 

David  Schrack,  Jr.  Jeffersonville. 

Northampton  County. 
Traill  Oreen,  Easton. 

Philadelphia  County. 

Washington  L.  Atlee,  Philadelphia. 

L.  S.  Bolles,  " 

F.  J.  Buck,  " 
T.  M.  Drysdale,  " 
i.  s.  eshleman,  '' 
Wm.  Lyons,  " 
J.  Henry  Smaltz,  " 

Schuylkill  County. 
E.  H.  EliSTLER,  Tamaqua. 

Susquehanna  County. 
S.  W.  Dayton,  Great  Bend. 

Tioga  County. 

Daniel  Bacon,  Wellsboro'. 

Charles  W.  Brown,  MansfielcL 

James  Hasten,  Westfield. 
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Venango  County, 


Robert  Crawford, 
T.  W.  Egbert, 
John  B.  Glenn, 
W.  W.  Powell, 
W.  S.  Welsh, 


Cooperstown. 
Oil  City. 
PittsvUle. 
Fertiz. 
Franklin. 


Warren  County. 


C.  H.  Smith, 
A.  M.  Straight, 


Sugar  Grove. 
Wilcox  (Elk  Co.). 


Washington  County. 
Franklin  P.  Scott,  Claysville. 

UX' Officio  Delegates. 
B.  GiLLETT,  Vide-Presidentj  Franklin. 
F.  F.  Davis,  Recording  Secretary^  South  Oil  City. 
S.  G.  Snowden,  Committee  of  Arrangements^  Franklin. 
Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  Permanent  Secretary^  Philadelphia. 

Permanent  Members. 


B.  F.  Hamilton, 

Yenango 

County, 

W.  Yarian, 

4( 

C4 

T.  Fletcher  Oakbs, 

4C 

4( 

G.  W.  Barr, 

C( 

44 

J.  R.  Arter, 

(& 

44 

W.  LowRiE  Whann, 

C( 

44 

A.  C.  Blodget, 

Warren 

44 

H.  L.  Bartholomew, 

u 

44 

John  T.  RAt, 

Crawford 

44 

J.  B.  Livingston, 

Mercer 

44 

B.  E.  MOSSMAN, 

u 

44 

S.M.Ross, 

a 

44 

Wm.  R.  Findley, 

Blair 

44 

J.  Frank  Ross, 

Clarion 

44 

G.  W.  Coulter, 

Butler 

44 

On  motion  of  Dr.  S.  G.  Snowden,  of  Yenango,  the  members 
of  all  County  Medical  Societies  were  invited  to  seats. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Registration 
of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  read  his  report. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  E.  A.  Wood,  of  Allegheny,  the  report  was  ac- 
cepted. 
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Dr.  W.  M.  Wallace,  of  Erie,  offered  some  amendmeDts  to  the 
report,  which  were  not  adopted. 

Pending  further  action  on  the  report,  the  Society  adjourned  until 
3  P.M. 

Afternoon  Session^  3  o^clock. 
The  President  in  the  chair. 

The  Permanent  Secretary,  having  now  arrived,  read  the  minutes 
of  the  morning  session,  which,  on  motion,  were  adopted. 
The  Committee  on  Business  reported  as  follows : — 
Your  Committee  reports  the  following  items  for  your  action : — 

1st.  Report  of  Committee  on  Opium  and  Alcoholic  Intoxicants, 
to  make  a  report  at  this  meeting.  Dr.  Pabrish,  of  Delaware,  chair- 
man. 

2d.  Motion  in  regard  to  registration  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths.    Dr.  Daly,  of  Allegheny,  chairman. 

3d.  Amendment  of  constitution,  offered  by  Dr.  Gross,  of  Phila- 
delphia :  "  That  a  change  of  residence  of  a  permanent  member  of 
this  Society,  in  good  standing,  and  of  advanced  age,  shall  not  vitiate 
his  membership  of  this  body,  but  that  he  shall  be  entitled  to  hold 
his  seat  as  if  no  such  change  had  taken  place." 

4th.  Committee  on  Compulsory  Vaccination.  Dr.  Curwen,  of 
Dauphin,  chairman.  ^ 

6th.  Amendment  to  the  constitution,  offered  by  Dr.  Stetlbr,  of 
Philadelphia :  "  Insert  afl^r  '  permanent  members,'  in  Art.  Y.,  Sect. 
9,  last  line  but  one, '  or  delegate  ex-officio,^ " 

6th.  Resolution  by  Dr.  Curwen,  of  Dauphin. 

7th.  Resolution  by  Dr.  Bolles,  of  Philadelphia. 

8th.  Addresses  on  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Obstetrics.  Resolu- 
tion of  Dr.  Gross. 

9th.  Report  of  Standing  Committee — Art.  III.,  Sect.  5,  of  By- 
Laws. 

10th.  Resolution  of  Dr.  William  H.  Pancoast,  of  Philadelphia, 
calling  for  scientific  papers  furnished  by  county  societies. 

T.  M.  DRYSDALE, 
8.  M.  ROSS, 
THOS.  H.  HELSBY. 

The  Report  on  Registration  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths 
was  called  up,  and  read  by  the  Permanent  Secretary.  After  some 
discussion,  on  motion  of  Dr.  W.  Worthington,  of  Chester  County, 
the  report  was  recommitted  to  the  committee,  with  instructions  for 
them  to  report  to-morrow,  and  the  President  was  requested  to  add 
new  members  to  the  committee,  to  take  the  place  of  those  absent, 
and  to  enlarge  it. 

Committee — Drs.  A.  M.  Pollock,  Allegheny  ;  W.  Worthington, 
Chester ;  W.  L.  Atleb,  Philadelphia ;  W.  M.  Wallace,  Erie ;  L.  S. 
Bolles,  Philadelphia ;  B.  Gillett,  Venango ;  I.  Winans*,  Beaver ; 
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J.  Ross,  Clarion ;  J.  L.  Stewart,  Erie;  T.  H.  Elliott,  Allegheny ; 
James  King,  Allegheny,  and  Thomas  Lyon,  Lycoming. 

The  amendment  to  the  constitution  offered  last  year  by  Dr.  S.  D. 
Gross,  Philadelphia  (see  page  239,  vol.  1811),  being  next  in  order, 
on  motion  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Dale,  Cumberland,  the  words  "  and  of  ad- 
vanced age"  were  stricken  out.  The  question  was  then  put  upon 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  thus  amended,  and  it  was  negatived 
by  a  large  majority. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Compulsory  Vaccination  was 
called  for,  when,  on  motion  of  the  chairman.  Dr.  John  Curwen,  the 
committee  was  continued,  and  the  name  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Lee,  of 
Philadelphia,  was  substituted  for  that  of  Dr.  John  Curwen. 

The  amendment  to  the  constitution  offered  by  Dr.  J.  G.  Stetler, 
of  Philadelphia  (see  page  240,  vol.  1811),  was  called  up  and  adopted 
by  a  majority  of  more  than  two-thirds  of  those  present. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  John  Curwen,  of  Dauphin,  it  was 

Besolvedj  That  a  committee  of  five  members  of  this  Society  be 
appointed  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature  in  favor  of  the 
erection  of  a  Hospital  for  the  Insane  for  the  counties  of  Erie,  Craw- 
ford, Mercer,  Venango,  Warren,  McKean,  Elk,  Forest,  Cameron, 
and  Clarion,  and  to  press  upon  them  the  urgent  necessity  of  such 
an  institution. 

Committee — Dr.  John  Curwen,  Dauphin ;  Dr.  James  Ross,  Cla- 
rion ;  Dr.  W.  L.  Stewart,  Erie ;  Dr.  F.  P.  Davis,  Venango  ;  Dr.  W. 
Varian,  Crawford. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  L.  S.  Bolles,  of  Philadelphia,  the  following 
was  unanimously  adopted : — 

Whereas^  The  following  named  county  societies,  viz.,  Armstrong, 
Carbon,  Huntingdon,  Lawrence,  Lebanon,  Mifflin,  York,  and  Wayne, 
annually  appear  in  the  Treasurer's  report  as  in  arrears,  for  periods 
ranging  from  five  to  twenty  years  ;  and 

Whereas^  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  each  one  of  these  organ- 
izations is  virtually,  if  not  absolutely,  extinct ;  therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  above-named  societies  "  be  declared  dissolved 
for  non-payment  of  dues,"  in  accordance  with  the  action  of  this 
Society  in  the  case  of  the  old  Mercer  County  Society,  at  the  session 
held  at  Pittsburg,  June,  1867. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bolles,  it  was  ' 

Resolved^  That  in  the  future,  whenever  any  county  society  shall 
remain  in  arrears  of  dues  for  a  period  of  four  or  more  years, 
such  society  shall  be  declared  dissolved  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
and  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  representation  in  the  State  So- 
ciety. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  N.  S. 
Davis,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed   by  the  American 
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Medical  Association  to  memorialize  State  Medical  Societies  on  the 
subject  of  Medical  Education. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  of  Philadelphia,  the  commu- 
nication was  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  members,  to  report 
at  this  session. 

Committee — Drs.  Traill  Gbeen,  Northampton;  D.  Leasube, 
Allegheny,  and  W.  Worthington,  Chester. 

The  following  report  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  was  read, 
and,  on  motion,  was  received,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  mi- 
nutes : — 

Philadelphia,  June  10, 1872. 
To  the  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia : — 
The  Corresponding  Secretary  would  respectfully  report  that  he 
received  the  report  of  the  Censors  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Dis- 
tricts in  reference  to  "  the  appeal  of  Dr.  W.  R.  Findley  from  the 
action  of  the  Blair  County  Medical  Society." 
Yery  respectfullv, 

LAURENCE  TURNBULL. 

Harbisbubo,  Mat  Slst,  1872. 

The  Board  of  Censors,  of  Third  and  Fourth  Districts,  met  at 
the  Bolton  House,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Friday,  May  31st,  1872,  for  the 
following  purpose,  viz.,  to  consider  and  act  upon  the  ^^AppeaV^  of 
Dr.  W.  R.  Findley  from  the  action  of  the  Blair  County  Medical 
Society,  in  refusing  to  keep  his  name  on  its  roll  of  members^  and 
for  ignoring  and  nullifying  the  action  of  the  censors  in  his  appeal 
from  their  suspension  in  April,  1870,  by  denyiny  his  membership^ 
and  for  keeping  incorrect  and  false  minutes. 

Members  present:  Drs.  S.  B.  Kiepfer,  J.  Montgomery,  and 
Joseph  Swartz. 

The  appeal  of  Dr.  W.  R.  Findley  having  been  formally  stated ; 
the  representatives  of  the  Blair  County  Medical  Society  answered, 
that,  as  touching  the  last  item  in  the  appeal,  they  could  not  for- 
mally answer,  inasmuch  as  the  Minute  Book,  and  all  the  papers 
relating  to  this  whole  matter,  had,  on  the  29th  day  of  this  month, 
been  surreptitiously  taken  from  the  office  of  Dr.  Irwin,  Secretary 
of  the  Society.  And  though  it  appeared  that  the  said  Minute  Book 
and  papers  were  in  the  room,  they  not  having  been  open  before  us, 
this  item  passed  as  if  by  defaiU]^ 

As  touching  the  first  two  items  of  the  Appeal,  it  appears  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Censors,  that  they  are  both  the  subject  of  just  and 
proper  contention,  by  both  the  appellant  and  appellees ;  that  they 
do  not  come,  legitimately,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  board  for 
final  settlement ;  and  that  they  should  be  referred  to  the  State  Me- 
dical Society,  for  the  following  reasons ; — 

First.  The  Blair  County  Medical  Society,  for  certain  reasons, 
having  indefinitely  suspended  the  said  Dr.  W.  R.  Findley  from 
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membership,  the  said  Dr.  W.  R.  Findley  appealed  to  the  Board 
of  Censors.  A  meeting  was  accordingly  called  at  Williamsport, 
Pa.,  on  or  about  the  Slst  day  of  May,  1870,  when  both  parties  ap- 
peared. Finding  that  there  was  not  a  quorum  of  the  Board  pres- 
ent, the  Blair  County  Medical  Society,  through  its  proper  repre- 
sentative, after  the  general  facts  on  both  sides  had  been  stated, 
protested  against  any  further  proceedings,  and  withdrew.  Subse- 
quently, the  two  Censors  present  considered  the  question  before 
them,  took  action  upon  it,  and  then  sent  the  same  to  a  third 
Censor  at  Wellsboro,  by  whom  it  was  affirmed.  The  action  of  the 
first  two  having  been  had  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  while  that  of  the 
last^  only  on  the  3d  of  June,  1870.  This  report  was  received  by 
the  State  Medical  Society,  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  question  de- 
clared, by  the  President,  as  settled.  This  decision  was  also,  in 
like  manner,  affirmed  at  its  annual  session  in  A.  D.  1871.  The 
exceptions  filed  against  these  decisions,  this  board  cannot  but  re- 
gard as  well  taken  ;  since  the  Constitution  seems  clear  and  explicit 
on  this  subject.  (See  Con.,  Art.  5,  Sec.  5.)  Certainly,  there  was  no 
quorum  present  at  either  date  of  the  procedure. 

Dr.  Findley,  on  the  contrary,  holds  that  the  action  of  the  Censors 
was  finals  and  this  properly,  if  it  shall  appear,  that  three  members 
present^  are  not  essential  to  the  constitution  of  a  board. 

Secondly.  This  board  respectfully  refers  this  whole  question  back 
to  the  State  Medical  Society  for  reconsideration,  since  it  has  clearly 
appeared,  on  this  investigation,  that  there  was  a  distinct  under- 
standing, at  the  time  that  the  action  of  the  Censors  then  convened 
was  contemplated,  that  it  should  not  be  regarded  as  final,  in  any 
event,  but  should  be  referred  to  the  State  Medical  Society  for  deci- 
sion. This  decision ^  according  to  the  printed  reports  of  their  trans- 
actions, was  not  made,  either  according  to  the  spirit  or  letter  of 
such  understanding. 

Finally.  This  board  is  not  able  to  decide,  admitting  even  the. 
action  of  the  said  previous  board  to  have  been  finals  what  inter- 
pretation to  put  upon  their  recommendation  for  the  restoration  to 
regular  membership  of  the  said  Dr.  W.  R.  Findley.  The  language, 
though  it  conveys  strong  moral  weight,  does  not,  in  the  judgment 
of  this  board,  involve  a  necessity  in  any  sense,  on  the  part  of  the 
Blair  County  Medical  Society  for  such  restoration ;  and  though  it 
appears  by  a  letter  from  one  of  the  Censors,  subsequently  written, 
that  the  board  regarded  their  action  as  having  fully  restored  the 
said  Dr.  W.  R.  Findley ;  it  appears  also  that  the  Blair  County  Me- 
dical Society  could  not  so  understand  it ;  and  in  this  ambiguity,  this 
board  regards  the  judgment  of  the  Society  as  well  taken. 

It  is  understood,  also,  that  in  referring  this  whole  matter  back  to 
the  State  Medical  Society  for  reconsideration — the  original  appeal 
of  the  said  Dr.  W.  R.  Findley  shall  not,  in  any  sense,  be  invali- 
dated. 

Signed, 

S.  B.  KIEPPER,  M.D., 
J.  MONTGOMERY,  M.D., 
JOSEPH  SWARTZ,  M.D. 
Censors  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Diitricts. 
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After  some  discussion,  Dr.  W.  W.  Dale,  of  Camberland,  offered 
the  following,  which  was  not  adopted  : — 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  Censors  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Districts  be  referred  to  a  committee,  to  report  at  the  present  meet- 
ing. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Allegheny,  it  was 

Besolved^  That  the  report  of  the  Censors  on  the  appeal  of  Dr. 
William  R.  Findley  from  the  Blair  County  Medical  Society,  as  it 
appears  on  pages  18  and  19  of  the  published  transactions  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  A.  D.  1870,  together 
with  the  rulings  of  Dr.  Wallace,  President  of  said  Society,  A.  D. 
18Y0,  and  of  Prof.  Gross,  President  of  said  Society,  A.D.  1811,  be 
and  are  hereby  sustained,  and  declared  valid  and  final,  and  as  esta- 
blishing the  good  standing  of  the  said  Dr.  William  R.  Findley  in 
the  Blair  County  Medical  Society.    Ayes  31.  Nays  6. 

Dr.  F.  F.  Davis,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials, 
asked  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  Case  of  Dr. 
N.  M.  Perry,  of  Tioga  County. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  8  P.M. 

Evening  Session^  8  o^clock. 

Dr.  WiLMER  WoRTHiNGTON,  Ex-Prcsidcnt  of  the  Society,  was  re- 
quested to  preside. 

The  President,  Dr.  J.  S.  Crawford,  then  read  the  Annual  Ad- 
dress. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  tendered  to  the  President  for  his  able  Address,  and  a 
copy  was  requested  for  publication. 

The  following  were  announced  as  constituting  the  Committee  on 
Nominations : — 

Allegheny,  B.  A.Wood;  Beaver,  Isaac  Winans;  Berks,  J.  Co- 
blentz ;  Blair,  J.  M.  Smith ;  Bradford,  R.  H.  Ely ;  Butler,  W.  R. 
Cowden ;  Chester,  J.  P.  Edge ;  Clarion,  James  Ross ;  Crawford,  T. 
J.  Young ;  Cumberland,  W.  W.  Dale ;  Delaware,  J.  F.  M.  Forwood; 
Dauphin,  John  Curwen ;  Erie,  J.  L.  Stewart ;  Fayette,  B.  F.  Conk- 
lin ;  Indiana,  J.  L.  Crawford ;  Lancaster,  John  L.  Atlee ;  Lycoming, 
T.  H.  Helsby ;  Mercer,  E.  X.  Geibner;  Northampton,  Traill  Green; 
Philadelphia,  L.  S.  Bolles ;  Schuylkill,  E.  H.  Kistler ;  Susquehanna, 
S.  W.  Dayton ;  Tioga,  C.  W.  Brown ;  Venango,  R.  Crawford ;  Wash- 
ington, P.  P.  Scott. 

The  committee  was  requested  to  assemble  immediately  in  the 
Registration-room . 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  until  Thursday  at  9  A.  M. 
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Thursday,  June  13. 

The  Society  assembled  at  9  A.  M.,  President  in  the  chair. 

The  minates  of  Wednesday's  session  were  read  and  approved. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  on  Me- 
dical Education,  reported  by  their  chairman.  Dr.  Leasure,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Your  committee  have  carefully  read  and  freely  discussed  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Education  appointed  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  May,  1869, 
and  respectfully  report,  that  while  there  are  many  excellent  sugges- 
tions in  the  report,  we  believe  that  under  the  existing  laws  of  the 
several  States,  granting  charters  to  medical  schools,  they  are  en- 
tirely impracticable,  so  far  as  State  and  County  Societies  are  con- 
cerned, but  we  respectfully  recommend  that  preceptors  exercise  a 
rigid  supervision  over  the  preliminary  education  of  young  men 
presenting  themselves  as  candidates  for  a  professional  education. 

DANIEL  LEASURE,  M.D., 
TRAILL  GRKEN,  M.D., 
WILMER  WORTHINQTON,  M.D. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson,  the  report  was  received,  and  the 
committee  discharged. 

Dr.  L.  S.  BoLLES,  on  behalf  of  the  Treasurer,  read  his  report, 
which,  on  motion,  was  received,  and  referred  to  an  auditing  commit- 
tee. 

Auditors :  Drs.  E.  P.  Allen,  Bradford ;  J.  L.  Atlee,  Lancaster ; 
Thomas  Lyon,  Lycoming. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  D.  Leasure,  Allegheny,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  this  Society  earnestly  recommends  to  county 
%)cieties  the  propriety  of  fixing  in  their  fee-bills  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation to  be  allowed  to  medical  experts  for  testifying  before 
courts  of  justice. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Publication  was  read,  and,  on 
motion,  the  report  was  received,  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 

Pbiladblphia,  Jane  1, 1872. 
The  Committee  of  Publication  would  respectfully  report  that 
they  havQ  had  printed  5f  the  Transactions  for  18T1,  eleven  hundred 
copies,  at  an  expense  of  $1006  45. 

Of  these  there  were  distributed  — 

To  County  Societies 1054  copies. 

Medical  Journals 19      " 

Kepresentatives  from  other  State  Societies    .  2      ^^ 

J.  B.  XJllersperger,  M.D.,  Munich,  Bavaria     .  2      " 

Remaining  on  hand 23      ^^ 

1100  copies. 
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As  the  volumes  of  "Transactions,"  now  uniformly  bound,  as  per 
resolution  of  1810,  number  in  all  eight  volumes,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  issue ;  and,  whereas  of  late  years  the  volumes 
have  been  designated  by  series  and  parts,  which,  if  continued  for 
any  length  of  time,  becomes  confusing,  the  Committee  of  Publica- 
tion would  respectfully  suggest  that  when  tlie  pages  of  the  "  Trans- 
actions" of  future  volumes  shall  have  reached  five  hundred,  the 
constitutional  provision  for  a  new  volume,  it  shall  be  entitled  "  Vol. 
IX,  year  1872 ;"  and  that  all  subsequent  volumes  shall  follow  and 
conform  with  the  same  order  of  arrangement. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  H.  FISH,  CJiairman. 
LAURENCE  TURNBULL, 
WM.  B.  ATKINSON, 
WINTHROP  SARGENT, 
WM.  H.  PANCOAST, 
L.  S.  BOLLES. 

The  Committee  on  flegistration  presented  their  report,  with  an 
act  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and  the  committee  dis- 
charged. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  investigate  the  case  of  Dr.  Perry, 
offered  the  following  report : — 

The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  standing  of  Dr.  N.  M. 
Perry,  a  delegate  accredited  from  Tioga  County,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  his  professional  character  is  unquestioned ;  but,  inasmuch  as 
Dr.  Perry  is  a  member  of  a  society  in  an  adjoining  county  and  an 
adjoining  State,  he  is  constitutionally  ineligible  as  a  delegate  from 
Tioga  County. 

Eesolved,  That  Dr.  Perry  be  invited  to  take  a  seat  in  the  Associa- 
tion and  participate  in  its  discussions. 

Signed  ^ 

WASHINGTON  L.  ATLEE, 
JOHN  CURWEN. 
Fbanklin,  June  14, 1872. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received,  and  the  resolution  unani- 
mously adopted. 

The  Address  on  Medicine  having  been  called  for,  Dr.  W.  M.  Wal- 
lace, of  Erie,  asked  to  be  excused,  for  want  of  time  to  prepare  the 
address. 

On  motion.  Dr.  Wallace  was  excused. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Allegheny,  who  was  to  read  the  Address 
on  Surgery,  was  reported  very  ill. 

Dr.  Washington  L.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia,  then  read  the  Ad- 
dress on  Obstetrics. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  R.  Findley,  of  Blair,  the  thanks  of  the  So- 
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ciety  were  presented  to  Dr.  Atlee  for  his  valuable  and  instructive 
Address. 

On  motion,  the  paper  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publi- 
cation. 

Dr.  John  Curwen,  of  Dauphin,  offered  the  following : — 

Eesolvedj  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revise  the 
Censorial  districts,  and  to  take  into  consideration  all  matters  apper- 
taining to  the  duties  of  the  Censors,  and  report  to  the  next  meeting 
of  this  Society. 

Dr.  D.  Leasube  moved  to  amend  as  follows : — 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revise  Article  9  of 
the  Constitution  and  Article  4  of  the  By-Laws  relating  to  Censorial 
districts,  and  define  distinctly  the  duties  of  Censors. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  Dr.  Curwen,  and  the  resolution 
was  then  adopted. 

Committee — Drs.  D.  Leasure,  Allegheny ;  John  Curwen,  Dau- 
phin ;  WiLMER  WoRTHiNGTON,  Chester. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  D.  Bacon,  of  Tioga,  the  following  was  unani- 
mously adopted : — 

Whereas^  It  is  alleged  that  Tioga  County  Medical  Society  has 
several  members,  and  is  still  admitting  phj'sicians  whose  qualifi- 
cations are  not  such  as  the  Constitution  of  this  Society  requires ; 
therefore 

JReaolved,  That  the  Censors  of  that  district  be  directed  to  inves- 
tigate and  report  at  next  year's  meeting. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  then  read  the  following  communica- 
tions : — 

Lancaster,  Jane  7, 1872. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania : — 
Gentlemen:  We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Lancaster 
County  Medical  Society,  do  respectfully  petition  the  State  Medical 
Society  to  institute  proceedings  whereby  Dr.  F.  Hinkle  can  have 
restored  the  rights  and  privileges  of  an  honorable  member  of  this 
Society. 

F.  G.  ALBRIGHT,  M.D., 
A.  J.  HERR,  M.D., 
GEORGE  A.  KING,  M.D., 
GEORGE  J.  HOOVER,  M.D., 
HENRY  S.  TROUT,  M.D. 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  in  Session  at 
Franklin : — 
At  the  last  meeting  of  this  Society,  held  in  June  last,  the  Censors 
of  the  First  District,  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Ehler's  appeal  from  the 
action  of  the  Lancaster  County  Medical  Society  expelling  him  from 
said  Society,  read  their  report,  condemning  the  action  of  said  So- 
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ciety,  and  restoring  Dr.  Ehler  to  membership.  Tliis  was  signed 
by  all  the  Censors  constituting  the  acting  Board  at  that  time,  viz., 
Drs.  Corson,  Ash,  and  Rutherford.  That  this  settled  the  case, 
and  made  Dr.  Ehler  a  full  member  of  that  Society,  allow  us  to 
show  by  the  C.onstitution,  and  by  established  precedents  and  deci- 
sions of  presiding  officers  of  the  State  Society :  In  Section  5,  Article 
5,  of  the  Constitution  it  is  declared  ''  in  case  of  an  appeal  of  a 
member  of  a  county  society  from  action  of  said  county  society  by 
which  a  member  has  been  expelled,  thai  the  decision  of  the  Censors 
shall  be  finaV^ 

Again :  in  the  Appeal  of  Dr.  Findley  from  the  action  of  the  Blair 
County  Medical  Societ}^  when  the  report  of  the  Censors  was  read 
before  the  State  Medical  Society,  held  in  Philadelphia  in  June,  1870, 
the  President,  Dr.  Wallace,  of  Erie,  announced  that  "  the  action 
of  the  Censors  was  final,  and  hence  did  not  require  action  by  the 
State  Society."  (See  page  19,  ^''Transactions  of  1870.") 

At  the  same  meeting,  when  Dr.  James  Carpenter,  of  Schuyl- 
kill County,  rose  to  an  explanation  in  relation  to  the  report  of 
the  Censors  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Halberstadt's  appeal  from  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society,  the  President  de- 
cided "  all  debate  on  the  subject  out  of  order,  as  the  decision  of 
the  Censors  in  the  case  was  finaV^  (See  page  28,  "  Transactions  of 
1870.") 

In  the  case  of  the  appeal  of  Dr.  Ehler  from  the  action  of  the 
Lancaster  County  Medical  Society,  the  report  made  by  the  Censors 
to  the  State  Society  was  not  offered  to  the  Society  for  its  sanction, 
but  to  inform  it  of  the  doings  of  the  Censors  during  the  preceding 
year.  And  although  the  Society  did,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote, 
formally  accept  the  report  and  indorse  the  action  of  the  Censors  in 
restoring  Dr.  Ehler  to  full  membership  in  Lancaster  County  Medi- 
cal Society,  its  action  was  not  necessary  in  the  case,  and  imposed 
no  additional  obligation  on  the  County  Society  to  that  already 
placed  upon  it  by  the  Board  of  Censors. 

Again :  at  the  meeting  at  Williamsport  last  year,  when  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary'  had  read  the  report  of  the  Censors  in  relation 
to  the  difficulties  in  the  Berks  County  Medical  Society,  Dr.  W.  R. 
Findley  "objected  to  a  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  as 
the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Censors  was  final."  "  The  President 
(Professor  Gross)  decided  the  point  of  order  as  well  taken ;  and,  on 
motion  of  Dr.  Worthington,  of  Chester,  the  report  of  the  Board 
was  approved."  (See  page  227,  ^^Transactions  of  1871.") 

From  the  above  statement  it  is  quite  plain  that  when  the  Censors 
had  made  their  report  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Ehler's  appeal,  and  had 
by  it  restored  him  to  membership,  the  case  was  no  longer  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  Society,  and  said  Society  could  not 
therefore  "refer  it  again  to  the  Censors  for  further  adjudication," 
as  was  attempted  by  motion  of  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee.  As  Dr.  H.  St. 
Clair  Ash  has  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board,  and  cannot 
therefore  join  with  us  in  this  report,  it  remains  for  the  undersigned 
to  respectfully  offer  the  above  to  the  Society  as  our  justification 
for  not  taking  further  action  in  the  case  referred  to,  and  for  de- 
claring that,  by  action  had  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of 
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the  State  Society,  Dr.  J.  Augustus  Ehler  Las  been  restored  to  full 
membership  in  the  Lancaster  County  Medical  Society. 
AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HIRAM  CORSON, 
WM.  W.  RUTHERFORD. 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  convened  at 
Franklin,  Fa. : — 

Whereas,  At  the  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  held  at 
Williamsport  last  June,  the  Censors  of  the  First  District  read  their 
report  in  the  case  of  the  Appeal  of  Dr.  J.  Aug.  Ehler  from  the 
action  of  the  Lancaster  County  Medical  Society,  which  report  was 
by  a  full  vote  accepted  by  the  Society;  and 

Whereas,  The  Committee  of  Publication  from  some  cause  omitted 
to  publish  said  report  and  the  action  had  upon  it,  in  the  "  Trans- 
actions^^ of  the  State  Society,  thus  making  an  imperfect  record  of  the 
proceedings,  and  doing  injustice  to  those  concerned  in  the  case,  by 
making  it  appear  that  the  report  had  not  been  received  by  the 
Society,  and  also  by  thus  preventing  the  decision  of  the  Censors 
from  becoming  widely  known ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  report  and  the  action  had  upon  it  be  published 
with  the  "  Transactions^^  of  this  meeting  of  the  Society. 

We  ask  this  of  the  Society  as  a  matter  of  justice. 
Respectfully, 

HIRAM  CORSON, 

WM.  W.  RUTHERFORD. 

Dr.  John  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  replied  at  some  length,  giving  a 
history  of  the  whole  case. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  James  King,  of  Allegheny,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  action  of  the  Lancaster  County  Medical 
Society  in  the  matter  of  the  expulsion  of  Drs.  Hinkle  and  Ehler 
be  approved. 

Reports  of  County  Societies  having  been  called  for,  reports  were 
received,  and,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication 
from  the  following  societies,  viz.,  Allegheny,  Beaver,  Bradford,  But- 
ler, Crawford,  Cumberland,  Delaware, Erie,  Indiana,  Lycoming,  Lan- 
caster, Mercer,  Montgomery,  Northampton,  Philadelphia,  Schuyl- 
kUl,  Tioga. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  until  3  P.  M. 

Afternoon  Session,  3  o'* clock. 

The  President  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Standing  Committee  reported  that  no  papers  had  been  of- 
fered them. 

A  biU  for  stationery,  Janitor,  etc.,  for  $25  70,  was  presented  and 
ordered  to  be  paid. 

VOL.  IX.  3 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


22  MINUTES    OP    THB    ANNUAL    MEETING, 

The  Committee  on  Nomioations,  through  Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  re- 
ported as  follows: — 

President. 
A.  M.  Pollock,  Allegheny  County. 

Vice-Presidents. 
W.  L.  Atlee,  Philadelphia  County. 

W.  W.  Dale,  Cumberland       « 

R.  Crawford,  Venango  " 

J.  T.  Ray,  Crawford  " 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
T.  M.  Drysdalb,  Philadelphia  County. 

Permanent  Secretary. 
Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  Philadelphia  County. 

Recording  Secretary. 
S.  B.  KiEFPER,  Cumberland  County. 

Treasurer. 
L.  S.  BoLLES,  Philadelphia  County. 

Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association. 

J.  F.  M.  FoRWOOD,  Delaware  County. 

James  Ross,  Clarion         " 

James  L.  Stewart,  Erie  " 

J.  L.  Crawford,  Indiana        " 

R.  Crawford,  Venango       " 

T.  J.  Young,  Crawford      " 

S.  W.  Dayton,  Susquehanna  County. 

James  King,  Allegheny  '^ 

J.  H.  Sma^tz,  Philadelphia       *^ 

Censors — First  District. 
Hiram  Corson,  Montgomery  County. 

W.  W.  Rutherford,  Dauphin  " 

W.  Murray  Weidman,  Berks  " 

Wm.  H.  Panooast,  Philadelphia       " 

Senry  Carpenter,  Lancaster  ** 

Second  District. 
E.  P.  Allen,  Bradford  County. 

W.  H.  McGiLL,  Columbia  and  Mont.  Co's. 

Frederick  Corss,  Luzerne  County. 

C.  C.  Halsey,  Susquehanna  County. 

P.  B.  Breinig,  Northampton      " 
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Third  and  Fourth  Districts. 

S.  B.  EiEFFER,  Cumberland  County. 

W.  R.  Hull,  Lycoming  " 

J.  Montgomery,  Franklin  " 

J.  M.  Gemmill,  Blair  " 

Joseph  Swartz,  Perry  " 


Fifth  District. 


W.  S.  HUSELTON, 

G.  W.  Coulter, 
W.  S.  Duncan, 
W.  J.  Langfitt, 
Wm.  Anders6n, 


W.  M.  Wallace, 
S.  M.  Ross, 
S.  G.  Snowden, 
J.  C.  Cotton, 
James  Ross, 


Allegheny  County. 
Butler  " 

Fayette  " 

Beaver  " 

Indiana  ^^ 


Sixth  District, 


Erie  County. 
Mercer  County. 
Venango    " 
Crawford  '* 
Clarion      " 


Place  of  Meeting. 
Carlisle. 

Time  of  Meeting. 
Second  Wednesday  of  June,  1873. 

Committee  of  Arrangements. 
S.  B.  KiEFFER,  Cumberland  County. 


J.  J.  ZiTZER, 

44 

44 

S.  P.  ZlEGLER, 

C4 

44 

Henrt  Moyer, 

C4 

44 

W.  W.  Dale, 

44 

ki 

Committee 

of  Publication. 

• 

Wm.  B.  Atkinson, 

Chairman^ 

Philadelphia 

County, 

L.  S.  BOLLES, 

44 

44 

A.  H.  Fish, 

44 

44 

R.  J.  DUNGLISON, 
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44 

Benjamin  Lee, 

44 

44 

T.  M.  Drysdale, 

44 

44 

F.  F.  Davis, 

Venango 

44 
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Delegates  to  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Society. 
J.  P.  Edge,  Delaware  Coanty. 

John  Curwen,  Dauphin        " 

F.  J.  Buck,  Philadelphia  County. 

Delegates  to  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society. 
R.  H.  Ely,  Bradford  County. 

Geo.  W.  Barr,  Crawfor<i      " 

I.  S.  EsHLEMAN,  Philadelphia  County. 

Delegates  to  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society. 
J.  L.  Stewart,  Erie  County. 

Wm.  Varian,  Crawford  County. 

J.  L.  Crawford,  Indiana         " 

Delegates  to  the  Delaware  State  Medical  Society. 
J.  F.  M.  FoRWOOD,  Delaware  County. 

W.  W.  Dale,  Cumberland  County. 

W.  Worthington,  Chester  " 

Delegates  to  the  West  Virginia  Medical  Society. 
T.  M.  Shaw,  Allegheny  County. 

F.  P.  Scott,  Washington    " 

B.  P.  Conklin,  Fayette  " 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and  the  officers  thus  named 
were  unanimously  elected. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Ross,  Dr.  Axtell,  of  Georgetown,  was  in- 
vited to  a  seat  with  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  M.  Wallace,  of  Erie,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Registration  be  requested  to 
present  the  draft  of  the  bill  on  Registration  to  the  coming  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature,  with  a  memorial  advising  its  enactment. 

The  President  appointed  Dr.  D.  Leasure,  of  Allegheny,  to  pre- 
pare the  Address  on  Practice  of  Medicine ;  Dr.  Wm.  Goodell,  of 
Philadelphia,  that  on  Obstetrics,  and  Dr.  John  L.  Atlee,  of  Lan- 
caster, that  on  Surgery,  for  18*73. 

Dr.  Washington  L.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia,  then  exhibited  an 
ovarian  tumor,  and  explained  its  peculiarities,  etc 

Remarks  on  the  same  sulgect  were  made  by  Dr.  John  L.  Atlee, 
of  Lancaster. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  F.  J.  Buck,  inasmuch  as  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock 
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was  too  ill  to  present  his  address  on  Surgery,  the  paper  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  F.  F.  Davis,  of  Venango,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  presented  to  Dr.  Atleb  for  his  interesting  Lecture 
on  Ovarian  Tumors. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  B.  Qillett,  of  Venango,  it  was 

Besolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical 
Society  are  specially  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  officers  of 
the  Allegheny  Valley,  Oil  Creek  and  Allegheny  River,  Jamestown 
and  Franklin,  and  to  the  Atlantic  and  Great  Western  Railroads  for 
giving  commutation  of  fare  to  the  delegates  and  members  of  the 
State  Society  in  attending  the  annual  session  held  in  Franklin;  and 
also  to  the  Commissioners  of  Venango  County  for  the  use  of  the 
Court-bt>use. 

The  Auditors  reported  as  follows : — 

Fbanklin,  Vbwango  Co.,  Jnne  13, 1872. 
The  Auditors,  appointed  by  the  Society  to  examine  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer,  report  that  they  have  compared  them  with  the 
vouchers  and  find  them  correct,  and  that  the  balance  in  hand  is 
$650  51. 

E.  P.  ALLEN, 
THOMAS  LYON, 
JOHN  L.  ATLEE. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and  the  auditors  were  dis- 
charged. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Stewart,  of  Erie,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved^  That  the  sincere  thanks  of  this  Society  are  hereby  re- 
turned to  Dr.  A.  H.  Fish,  late  Treasurer,  for  the  efficient  and  faith- 
ful manner  in  which  he  has  managed  the  finances  of  the  Society 
during  his  term  of  office ;  and  that  the  regrets  of  the  Society  are 
also  expressed  at  the  unavoidable  loss  of  his  valuable  services. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  until  Friday  at  8  A.  M. 

Friday  MoENiNG,  June  14. 
The  Society  met  at  8  A.  M. 

'The  Vice-President,  Dr.  H.  De  La  Cossett,  in  the  chair. 
The  minutes  of  the  session  of  Thursday  afternoon  were  read  and 
approved. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Allen,  of  Bradford,  presented  the  following  report,  as 
delegate  to  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society.  * 

To  the  President^  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania : — 
The  undersigned,  delegate  of  this  Society  to  the  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  would  most  respectfully  say,  that  he 
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visited  tbe  Society,  which  met  in  Albany  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
February  last,  and  continued  its  session  three  days.  We  were 
introduced  to  the  Society,  and  invited  to  participate  in  their  de- 
liberations. The  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  a  large  number  of 
able  and  interesting  papers  read  and  listened  to  with  great  inte- 
rest. Very  little  time  of  the  Society  was  occupied  in  the  transac- 
tion of  legislative  business,  thus  giving  a  greater  amount  of  time 
to  the  reading  and  discussion  of  subjects  pertaining  to  the  litera- 
ture of  the  profession.  In  this  respect  your  delegate  thought  our 
Society  would  do  well  to  imitate. 

One  or  two  attempts  were  made  by  a  few  members,  who  seemed 
to  feel  very  charitable  towards  irregular  practitioners,  to  extend 
the  courtesies  of  the  profession  to  them,  which  were  promptly 
disposed  of  in  a  creditable  manner  to  the  profession. 

We  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  it  has  been  our  good  fortune 
to  have  met  this  Society  on  two  other  occasions  of  their  annual 
meeting,  and  we  noticed  an  increased  zeal  in  the  cultivation  and 
promotion  of  our  profession. 

£.  P.  ALLEN. 

The  President,  Dr.  J.  S.  Crawford,  now  entered  and  assumed 
his  ofi3ce. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  H.  De  La  Cossett  and  B.  Gillett 
to  conduct  the  First  Vice-President,  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee,  to  the  chair, 
the  President  elect,  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  being  still  too  ill  to  be  pre- 
sent. Dr.  Atlee,  on  taking  the  chair,  made  a  few  appropriate  re- 
marks, and  was  followed  by  Dr.  R.  Crawford,  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

The  minutes  were  then  read  and  approved. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  Carlisle,  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  June,  1873,  at  11  A.  M. 

WM.  B.  ATKINSON, 

Permanent  Secretary. 
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PRESIDENT,  J.  S.  CRAWFORD,  M.D. 


Gentlemen: — 

We  have  met  together  to  discharge  the  duties  and  enjoy  the 
social  greetings  of  the  twenty-third  session  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Medical  Society.  She  has  passed  through  her  minority,  and 
in  years  at  least,  has  now  arrived  at  the  period  of  full  maturity. 
The  Constitution  and  By-laws  of  our  Society  impose  upon  us, 
collectively  and  individually,  certain  duties  and  responsibilities, 
and  upon  me,  as  your  Presiding  Officer  for  the  time,  the  duty  of 
delivering  an  annual  address  upon  some  subject  appertaining  to 
the  science  of  medicine.  If  I  digress,  somewhat,  from  the  course 
usually  pursued  on  like  occasions,  I  trust  you  will  pardon  me,  and 
accept,  instead  of  a  purely  scientific  or  didactic  production,  some- 
thing more  general  in  its  character,  which  may  interest  all  who  have 
entered,  or  may  hereafter  enter,  the  field  of  medical  science,  and 
who  purpose  to  practise  our  useful  and  honorable  calling.  The  dis- 
cussion of  purely  medical  subjects  belongs  more  properly  to  the 
regular  sessions  of  the  Society.  I,  therefore,  most  cheerfully  leave 
these  questions  to  be  solved  at  the  proper  time  and  place,  and  call 
your  attention  to  some  thoughts  that  present  themselves  to  my 
mind,  as  I  look  back  over  the  long  past,  and  see  how  much  earnest 
effort  and  untiring  zeal  have  been  put  forth  to  gather  the  beautiful 
and  fragrant  flowers  and  garner  the  golden  fruits,  which  are  now 
being  used  for  the  amelioration  and  physical  comfort  and  preser- 
vation of  our  fellow  men. 
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Shakspeare  has  said: — 

"  *Ti8  vastly  wise  to  talk  with  onr  past  hours, 
And  ask  them  what  report  they  bore  to  Heaven, 
And  how  they  might  have  borne  more  welcome  news." 

It  is  pleasant  to  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  past  of  our 
profession  and  see  what  those,  who  have  trodden  lifers  pathway 
before  us,  have  done  for  science,  and  thus  learn  how  we  may 
improve  upon  their  labors.  Like  the  Israelites  of  old,  we  have 
made  our  yearly  pilgrimage,  we  have  come  up  to  this  annual  feast 
from  every  part  of  this  great  and  wide-extended  State,  at  much 
sacrifice  of  time,  money,  and  labor;  and,  like  those  Israelites,  we 
have  brought  our  offerings  with  us,  we  have  gleaned  in  the  fields 
of  medicine,  we  have  gathered  in  sheaves  of  experience,  and  grains 
of  observation,  and  are  here  to-day,  to  deposit  them  in  the  granary 
of  this  Society.  Permit  me  to  say  further,  gentlemen,  that  I  trust 
our  offerings  will  be  worthy  of  the  exalted  profession,  the  Society, 
and  the  great  State  that  we  represent — the  Keystone  to  the  arch 
of  our  glorious  and  undivided  Republic. 

The  fall  of  Adam,  in  the  garden  of  Eden,  gave  rise  to  the 
necessity  of  our  profession,  and  from  a  period  somewhat  later,  has 
the  physician's  life  been  passed  in  association  with  physical  pain 
and  suffering  and  in  intimate  communion  with  the  deepest  sorrow 
and  most  poignant  grief  of  his  fellow-man.  The  origin  of  medicine 
is  a  subject  of  deep  interest  to  the  physician,  and  not  only  to  him, 
for  every  member  of  the  human  family  should  have  a  desire  to 
understand  all  that  is  possible  of  a  matter  which  involves  such 
important  consequences  as  the  subject  of  medicine.  If  all  persons 
had  a  correct  idea  of  the  origin  of  medicine,  then  all  would  form  a 
correct  estimate  of  its  worth.  If  we  give  to  it  a  low,  sordid,  and 
grovelling  origin,  our  confidence  in,  and  respect  for  it,  must  be  of 
a  like  character,  for  the  fountain  cannot  rise  above  its  source.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  we  give  to  it  a  high,  a  noble,  a  divine  origin,  we 
elevate  and  exalt  it  until  it  rises  to  a  level  with  that  origin.  Our 
confidence  in  and  respect  for  any  theory  or  system  presented  to 
our  consideration  for  acceptance  or  rejection  will  be  very  materially 
influenced  or  modified  by  our  opinion  of  its'  author.  If  a  book, 
elucidating  some  system  hitherto  unknown,  is  urged  upon  our 
attention  for  perusal,  we  immediately  ask,  who  is  its  author?  Does 
he  occupy  a  position  sufficiently  elevated  in  the  moral,  religious,  or 
scientific  world  to  enable  us  to  accept  his  theory  ?  If  an  affirmative 
answer  is  received,  we  eagerly  make  its  ideas  and  sentiments  ours 
by  a  careful  study  of  its  contents.    If  the  contrary,  we  turn  aside 
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and  devote  our  time  to  something  more  worthy,  and  better  adapted 
to  meet  our  wants.  Hence  we  see  the  necessity  for  clear  and 
correct  opinions  npon  the  origin  of  our  art  or  science.  Everj'^  phy- 
sician is  the  teacher  or  educator  of  that  portion  of  the  community, 
at  least,  in  which  he  moves,  upon  the  subject  of  medicine  and 
hygiene.  If  he  demonstrate,  by  his  life  in  his  daily  intercourse 
with  his  fellow-men,  that  his  mission  is  something  more  than  a 
mere  trade  or  means  of  procuring  gain,  that  it  is  of  a  high,  yea, 
a  holy  origin,  then  he  will  elevate  his  profession.  If  he  exhibit  to 
the  world  that  its  object  is  the  prolongation  of  human  life,  the 
amelioration  of  human  suffering,  the  prevention  of  those  terrible 
epidemic  pestilences  "  that  walk  in  darkness  and  waste  at  noon- 
day," then  I  say,  by  such  a  course  of  life,  will  he  win  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow-naen  and  build  for  himself  a  name  that  will 
endure  long  after  he*  has  been-numbered  with  the  dead. 

The  history  of  the  past,  in  the  medical  world,  is  spangled  all  the 
way  along  with  names  written  in  imperishable  letters  of  gold,  as 
enduring  as  the  everlasting  hills,  which  stand  as  beacon  lights, 
stimulating  us  to  toil  on,  to  labor  nobly  for  our  calling  and  through 
it  for  humanity;  so  that  it  may  be  said  of  us,  when  we  have  passed 
from  the  sphere  of  action,  that  we  have  not  lived  for  ourselves 
alone,  but  that  humanity  has  been  benefited  by  our  lives. 

What  or  where,  then,  is  the  origin  of  the  healing  art?  Some 
have  supposed  that  it  originated  in  man's  instinctive  fear  of  death 
— his  dread  of  pain  and  desire  for  long  life.  This  view  of  the 
origin  of  medicine  is  neither  complimentary  to  God's  goodness  nor 
man's  intelligence.  Others  say  it  sprang  from  the  natural  wants 
of  man ;  and,  again,  some  angient  and  even  modem  philosophers 
have  pretended  that  it  is  only  an  evidence  of  the  degeneration  of 
the  human  s[)ecies. 

It  belongs  to  history  alone  to  solve  this  question  in  a  decisive 
manner.  "  If  it  appears,  from  the  most  undoubted  traditions,  that 
there  does  not  exist,  and  never  has  existed,  a  people,  whether 
savage  or  civilized,  who  have  not  had  some  species  or  other  of 
medicine,  then  certainly  we  are  compelled  to  conclude  that  this 
art  or  science  is  destined  to  satisfy  an  irresistible,  imperious,  and 
natural  want,  and  not  a  factitious  one  proceeding  from  effeminate 
habits  or  some  other  vice  of  civilization.'" 

Instinct  alone,  unguided  by  reason  and  experience,  would  induce 
the  unfortunate  sufferer,  with  a  fractured  limb,  to  let  it  alone  in  its 
contorted  and  distorted  position ;  but  experience  and  reason  con- 

1  Renond's  Introdnotion. 
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strain  him  to  bear  the  additional  pain  that  the  snrgeon  would  in- 
flict in  reducing  and  coaptating  the  broken  fragments  for  the 
restoration  of  the  limb  to  its  former  usefulness;  yes,  he  will  bear 
even  the  amputation  of  the  limb  for  the  safety  of  his  life.  In  cases 
of  calculi  of  the  bladder  or  the  ovarian  tumor,  instinct  alone,  would 
shrink  from  an  operation  and  say  no  more  pain  and  suffering ;  but 
reason,  observation,  and  experience  speak  emphatically,  submit  for 
a  time  to  the  surgeon's  knife  and  be  saved.  Again,  let  an  indi- 
vidual have  an  attack  of  intermittent  fever — instinct  prompts  him 
to  apply  additional  clothing  and  warmth  during  the  cold  stage,  and 
cast  them  off,  seek  a  cooler  place,  and  slake  his  thirst  with  cold 
drinks  during  the  fever  period.  The  paroxysm  passes  off,  he  re- 
turns to  his  usual  habits  and  pursuits,  not  conscious  of  any  great 
change,  except,  perhaps,  a  sensation  of  weakness  and  loss  of  appe- 
tite. During  each  paroxysm  he  passes  through  the  same  course, 
and  what  is  the  result?  If  the  attack  is  mild  and  the  constitution 
vigorous,  he  may,  perhaps,  recover  by  the  efforts  of  nature  alone; 
but  in  many  cases  it  is  incompetent  to  the  task,  and  the  individual 
either  succumbs  in  a  short  time,  or,  in  other  cases,  a  regular  inter- 
mittent fever  is  established  and  runs  on  for  an  indefinite  time,  pro- 
ducing organic  lesions,  and  speedy  death,  or  at  least,  a  protracted 
convalescence,  leaving  the  patient  with  an  impaired  and  shattered 
constitution.  But  thanks  to  experience  and  observation,  a  better 
way  has  been  pointed  out. 

"When  the  first  results  of  this  way  were  made  known  they  were 
80  striking  in  their  usefulness  that  they  were  considered  to  be  a 
divine  inspiration,  and  those  who  were  the  inventors  and  propaga- 
tors received  divine  honors.  Thus  we  see  there  was  real  pro- 
gress— an  efficient  amelioration,  by  adding  the  light  of  experience 
to  the  brute  suggestions  of  instinct  in  passing  from  the  state  of 
simple  nature  to  that  of  the  commencement  of  medical  science."^ 
We  must  look  elsewhere  for  the  origin  of  the  healing  art.  To  the 
enlightened  and  inquiring  mind  instinct  cannot,  therefore,  satisfac- 
torily be  considered  to  have  given  rise  to  the  practice  of  medicine. 
To  answer  these  questions,  we  must  go  back  to  the  early  history  of 
the  race,  and  from  this  we  shall  see  that  there  has  never  been  a 
period,  nor  people,  or  tribe  or  nation,  that  has  not  had  some  system 
of  medicine.  During  the  early  history  of  the  race  medicine  (and 
when  I  speak  of  medicine  I  mean  the  science  which  has  for  its  object 
tlie  preservation  of  health,  the  cure  of  disease,  and  the  physical  per- 
fection of  man)  was  practised  by  divine  appointment,  first  by  kings 
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and  prophets,  and  this  condition  of  things  continued  for  a  series  of 
years,  indeed  until  Moses,  by  the  interposition  of  God  himself,  be- 
came the  leader  of  the  children  of  Israel.  He  gave  his  instruction 
concerning  all  diseases  to  the  priests  only,  who,  from  that  time  on 
through  centuries,  were  not  only  the  spiritual  instructors  of  the 
people,  but  also  their  medical  advisers.  The  priests  maintained 
this  double  relation  to  the  people  up  to  near  the  time  of  the  birth 
of  the  Redeemer.  After  the  time  of  Moses,  there  was  no  man, 
either  in  sacred  or  profane  history,  that  was  more  highly  prized 
for  his  science  and  wisdom  than  Solomon.  The  historian  tells  us 
that  he  surpassed,  in  knowledge  and  wisdom,  all  the  Orientals  and 
even  the  Egyptians;  that  he  spoke  five  hundred  proverbs,  and  his 
songs  were  three  thousand.  He  spoke  of  the  plants,  from  the  cedar 
of  Lebanon  even  unto  the  hyssop  that  springeth  out  of  the  wall ; 
also  of  beasts  and  fowls  and  of  creeping  things  and  of  fishes. 
Josephus  says  that  God  gave  to  this  prince  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  all  the  productions  of  nature,  of  their  properties  and  relation  to 
each  other ;  and  that  he  availed  himself  of  it  to  compound  remedies 
that  were  extremely  useful.  Indeed  ho  seems  to  have  compre- 
hended, within  the  grasp  of  his  massive  intellect,  the  whole  produc- 
tions of  creation,  from  man,  the  highest  organization,  down  to  the 
most  insignificant  inorganic  substance. 

The  following  is  the  chronological  order  which  Renoud  has 
adopted.  He  says,  "I  divide  into  three  books,  or  three  ages,  all 
past  time.  The  first  age  commences  with  the  infancy  of  society, 
as  far  back  as  historic  tradition  carries  us,  and  terminates  towards 
the  end  of  the  second  century  of  the  Christian  era,  at  the  death  of 
Galen.  This  lapse  of  time  constitutes,  in  medicine,  the  foundation 
age.  The  germ  of  the  healing  art,  concealed  at  first  in  the  in- 
stincts of  man,  is  gradually  developed,  the  basis  of  the  science  is 
laid,  and  great  principles  are  discussed.  The  human  mind,  always 
impatient,  surpasses  in  its  speculation  the  limits  of  the  known  and 
possible.  Many  branches  of  the  art,  such  as  Symptomatology  and 
Prognosis,  are  carried  to  a  degree  of  remarkable  perfection.  The 
second  age,  which  may  be  called  the  age  of  transition,  offers  very 
little  material  to  the  history  of  medicine.  We  see  no  longer  con- 
flicts and  discussions  between  partisans  of  different  doctrines — the 
medical  sects  are  confounded.  The  art  remains  stationary,  or  im- 
perceptibly retrogrades.  I  cannot  better  depict  this  epoch  than  to 
compare  it  to  the  life  of  an  insect  in  its  nympha  state;  though  no 
exterior  changes  appear  an  admirable  metamorphosis  is  going  on 
gradually  within.  The  eye  of  man  only  perceives  the  wonder  after 
it  has  been  finished. 
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Thus  from  the  fifteenth  century,  which  is  the  beginning  of  the 
third  and  last  age  of  medicine,  or  the  age  of  renovation,  Europe 
ofiers  us  a  spectacle  of  which  the  most  glorious  eras  of  the  Repub- 
lics of  Greece  and  Rome  alone  can  give  us  an  idea.  It  would  seem 
as  if  a  new  life  was  infused  into  the  views  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
part  of  the  world — ^the  sciences,  the  fine  arts,  industry,  religion, 
and  the  social  institutions  all  are  changed.  A  multitude  of  schools 
are  opened  for  teaching  medicine.  Establishments  which  had  no 
ipodels  among  the  ancients  are  created  for  the  purpose  of  extend- 
ing to  the  poorer  classes  the  benefits  of  the  healing'  art.  He  fur- 
ther adds — these  three  grand  chronological  divisions  do  not  suffice 
to  classify  in  our  minds  the  principal  phases  in  the  history  of 
medicine ;  consequently  I  have  subdivided  each  age  into  a  smaller 
number  of  sections,  easy  to  be  retained.  The  first  period,  which 
we  name  Primitive,  ends  with  the  fall  of  Troy,  about  twelve  cen- 
turies before  the  Christian  era.  The  second,  called  the  Mystic,  or 
Sacred  period,  extends  from  the  dissolution  of  the  Pythagorean 
Society  to  about  the  year  five  hundred  before  the  Christian  era. 
The  third,  which  ends  at  the  foundation  of  the  Alexandrian  Library, 
A.  C.  320,  we  name  the  Philosophic  period.  The  fourth,  which  we 
designate  the  Anatomic,  extends  to  the  end  of  the  first  age,  i.  e.,  to 
the  year  200  of  the  Christian  era.  The  fifth  is  called  the  Greek 
period.  It  ends  at  the  destruction  of  the  Alexandrian  Library,  A.D. 
640.  The  sixth  receives  the  surname  of  Arabic,  and  closes  with 
the  fourteenth  century.  The  seventh  period,  which  begins  the 
third  age,  comprises  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries.  It 
is  distinguished  as  erudite.  The  eighth  period  embraces  the 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  and  is  called  the  Reform 
period.  To  these  different  divisions,  set  forth  by  our  author,  a 
ninth  should  be  added,  embracing  the  past  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  and  with  great  propriety  be  called  the  Electric  or  Tele- 
graphic period.  When  the  history  of  the  last  comes  to  be  writ- 
ten, it  will  shine  as  the  brightest  star  in  the  annals  of  our  pro- 
fession. Its  progress  and  development  during  the  past  of  the 
present  century  are  unparelleled  either  in  ours  or  any  profession 
or  science.  From  the  entire  sacred  historical  account  of  God's 
dealings  with  his  children  down  to  the  period  of  the  introduction 
of  the  Redeemer,  it  is  clearly  manifest  that  He  took  peculiar  pains 
to  have  man's  physical  condition  specially  cared  for.  And  is  it 
strange  that  He  should  do  so  ? 

Can  we  for  a  moment  suppose  that  Omnipotent  goodness  and 
mercy  would  create  a  gem  of  infinite  value,  made  after  His  own 
image  and  likeness,  and  destined  to  live  with  Him  forever,  and  yet 
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be  indifferent  to  the  casket  in  which  that  jewel  is  deposited — cave 
naught  for  its  dwelling-place,  where  it  is  to  develop  and  come  to 
maturity.  It  would  be  contrary  to  all  our  ideas  of  the  attributes 
of  Deity  to  suppose  that  He  would  not  throw  around  it  every 
possible  protection  and  guard  it  most  carefully.  He  pitieth  us  even 
as  a  father  pities  his  children.  Man,  it  is  evident  from  the  sacred 
account,  is  a  compound  being,  consisting  of  a  soul  and  body,  so  in- 
timately blended  together  that  one  cannot  seriously  suffer  unless 
the  other  is  also  seriously  impaired  in  its  proper  development  and 
functions.  "In  the  widest  and  only  true  view  of  man's  nature,  the 
physical  and  psychical  are  always  related  and  often  inseparable. 
The  highest  morality  and  the  most  perfect  intelligence  cannot  be 
dissociated  from  an  equally  high  and  perfect  condition  of  the 
animal  organism.  Whatever  modifies  health  must,  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  affect  both  mind  and  morals,  and  reciprocally  the  soul 
can  rarely  be  disordered  without  physical  deteripration.  Other 
things  being  equal,  a  strong  race  is  a  virtuous  race,  and  the  con- 
verse is  equally  true.  Whatever  tends  to  create  or  perpetuate 
physical  infirmity  tends  likewise  to  the  deterioration  of  society, 
and  to  the  ultimate  extinction  both  of  the  virtues  and  very  ex- 
istence of  the  races."*  The  fact  that  the  mind  exerts  a  controlling 
influence  over  the  body  and  the  body  over  the  mind,  is  a  principle 
that  is  now  admitted  by  all.  One  of  the  most  striking  pathologi- 
cal effects  of  the  mind  or  soul  on  the  body  that  is  recorded  either 
in  sacred,  profane,  or  pathological  history,  is  illustrated  by  the 
account  we  have  of  the  agony  of  the  Saviour  in  the  garden  of 
Gethsemane  and  on  the  cross  of  Calvary.  The  scene  was  so  over- 
whelming that  the  sun  veiled  his  face  and  refused  to  witness  the 
terrible  events  that  were  transpiring,  and  the  earth  staggered  under 
the  blow,  and  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent  in  the  midst.  All 
who  are  familiar  with  the  history  of  this  mournful  and  unprece- 
dented tragedy  will  observe  that  Christ's  death  was  not  the  ordi- 
nary death  of  the  cross — that  His  was  unlike  any  that  had  previous- 
ly, or  has  since,  occurred.  The  usual  death  on  the  cross  was  a 
lingering  one,  lasting  from  twenty-four  to  seventy-two  hours, 
according  to  the  strength  of  the  victim.  In  other  cases  there  was 
much  physical  exhaustion.  Christ  remained  on  the  cross  for  only 
six  hours,  and  immediately  preceding  his  death  He  cried  with  a 
Umd  voice,  thus  demonstrating  that  His  death  was  not  from  ordi- 
nary causes.  The  magnitude  of  the  task  before  Him — the  great 
objects  to  be  accomplished  by  it — so  overwhelmed  His  mind  that 
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it  produced  rupture  of  the  heart.  This  view  of  the  physical  cause 
of  Christ's  death  is  fully  discussed  and  sustained  by  Russell, 
Edwards,  Rambach,  Stroud,  and  the  late  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson. 
This  is  but  one,  but  a  striking  exposition  of  the  effects  of  the  mind 
over  the  physical  man,  and  their  effects  are  reciprocal — we  might 
deduce  many  instances  in  ordinary  life,  but  forbear.  There  can  be 
no  perfect  development  or  growth  of  the  mind  and  spirit  where 
there  is  not  a  reasonable  healthfulness  and  growth  of  the  physical 
organization.  It  seems  to  me  that  no  one  can  doubt  but  that  man 
did  suffer  physically  and  spiritually  by  the  fall.  Surely  that  re- 
medial scheme  which  was  originated,  in  the  councils  of  Infinite 
Wisdom,  to  restore  man  to  what  he  once  was,  would  have  been  very 
imperfect  if  it  had  not  planned  to  bring  him  back  to  his  lost  estate, 
and  place  him  upon  the  ground  where  he  once  stood.  I  am  aware 
that  theologians  and  divines  look  upon  this  question  from  but 
one  stand-point,  viz.,  the  spiritual — and  that  is  sufficient  for  their 
purposes — their  mission  is  to  man's  spiritual  interests;  but  the 
Medical  profession,  who  are  the  conservators  of  the  lives  and 
health  of  the  people,  are  bound  to  consider  it  as  it  regards  the 
outer  man,  the  material  structure — not  the  immaterial.  But  we 
are  not  left  to  reason  or  profane  history  alone  to  solve  this  problem. 
We  tuiii  again  to  the  sacred  writings  and  there  read,  "  Honor  a 
physician,  with  the  honor  due  unto  him,  for  the  uses  which  ye  may 
have  of  him,  for  the  Lord  hath  created  him.  For  of  the  Most 
High  cometh  healing,  and  he  shall  receive  honor  of  the  king.  The 
skill  of  the  physician  shall  lift  up  his  head,  and  in  the  sight  of 
great  men  he  shall  be  in  admiration.  The  Lord  hath  created 
medicines  out  of  the  earth,  and  he  that  is  wise  will  not  abhor 
them.  And  He  hath  given  men  skill  that  He  might  be  honored  in 
His  marvellous  works.  With  such  doth  He  heal  men,  and  take 
away  their  pain.  Then  give  place  to  the  physician,  for  the  Lord 
hath  created  him ;  let  him  not  g6  from  thee,  for  thou  hast  need  of 
him."»  There  are  twenty-three  distinct  substances  or  articles 
named  in  the  Bible  as  medicinal,  and  these  are  all  now  used  by 
the  medical  profession.  Here  we  may  leave  the  Old  Testament 
authority  and  come  to  the  period,  so  memorable  in  its  history, 
when  that  lone  messenger  led  the  shining  courts  above  and 
winged  his  way  to  Bethlehem,  in  Judea,  and  there  announced  to 
the  shepherds  on  the  plains  the  birth  of  the  Redeemer — there 
joined  by  that  innumerable  company  of  the  heavenly  host,  who 
had  tuned  their  golden  harps  to  their  noblest  key,  they  united  in 
chorus  with  the  morning  stars  in  singing  their  loudest  praises  of 
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"  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace  and  good-will 
to  men."  Think  ye,  this  proclamation,  this  divine  injunction,  ap- 
plied only  to  man's  spiritual  nature — his  thinking,  reflecting,  inte- 
rior being?*  Nay,  verily;  it  embraced  the  whole  man  as  a  unit — 
his  soul,  his  body  in  all  its  relations  and  functions.  This  fact  is 
fully  established  by  the  after-life  of  our  Saviour,  when  in  the  ful- 
ness of  time  He  commenced  His  work  of  doing  good,  of  seeking  to 
save  that  which  was  lost.  He  went  about  striving  to  benefit  the 
souls  anxl  bodies  of  men,  establishing  His  kingdom  upon  the  earth, 
and  healing  the  sick.  We  do  not  question  but  that  His  first  mis- 
sion was  to  found  his  spiritual  kingdom,  but  in  carrying  on  and 
accomplishing  that  work  He  did  not  forget  man's  physical  in- 
terest. As  we  read  the  history  of  His  life  we  find  that  "  He  went 
about  through  all  the  cities  and  villages  teaching  in  the  syna- 
gogues, and  healing  every  sickness  and  every  disease  among  the 
people."  "  And  when  they  were  come  out  of  the  ship  straightway 
they  knew  Him ;  and  ran  through  the  whole  region  round  about,  and 
began  to  carry  about  in  beds  those  that  were  sick."  "And  whither- 
soever He  entered  into  villages,  or  cities,  or  country,  they  laid  the 
sick  in  the  street,  and  he  healed  them."  "  And  Jesus  went  about 
all  Galilee  teaching  in  their  synagogues,  and  preaching  the  gospel 
of  the  kingdom  and  healing  all  manner  of  sickness,  and  all  manner 
of  diseases  among  the  people.  And  His  fame  went  throughout  all 
Syria,  and  they  brought  unto  Him  all  sick  people  that  were  taken 
with  divers  diseases  and  torments,  and  those  which  were  lunatic, 
and  those  that  had  palsy,  and  he  healed  them."  Some  may  object 
to  this  meaning  of  Christ's  healing,  and  say  that  He  did  not  cure 
the  sick  by  the  use  of  the  ordinary  remedial  agents ;  that  there 
was  an  innate  power  in  Himself  to  accomplish  the  work — that  He 
used  no  extraneous  influence.  To  this  objection  I  answer  in  the 
language  of  a^learned  divine,  who  says:  "Would  it  be  extravagant 
to  say  that  there  never  was  so  great  a  physician  on  earth  as  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ."  It  is  true  that  the  medicaments  which  he 
used,  and  those  which  the  medical  profession  use^  were  diflierent, 
but  that  matters  not ;  the  peculiar  function  of  medicine  is  to  heal, 
and  whatever  be  this  medicine,  if  the  healing  takes  place,  that 
suffices.  Another  has  said  that  medicine  is  Christ's  physical  gos- 
pel, and  Dr.  Stevens  terms  it  clinical  Christianity. 

After  Christ  had  finished  his  great  work  on  earth,  and  fully 
endowed  his  apostles  to  carry  it  on,  they  too  interested  them- 
selves in  man's  physical  well-being ;  and  from  that  time  especially 
to  the  present,  religion  and  medicine  have  gone  forth  as  twin-sis- 
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ters,  hand  in  hand,  in  their  great  work  for  humanity.  There  is  not 
now,  nor  ever  has  been,  a  nation  or  tribe,  or  kindred  or  tongue, 
that  has  not  had  some  system  of  religion  and  medicine.  Those 
systems,  it  is  true,  are  often  of  the  most  absurd,  cruel,  and  revolt- 
ing character.  The  mission  of  the  church  to  the  race  is  of  a 
spiritual  character,  and  the  mission  of  the  medical  profession  ad- 
dresses itself  to  the  bodily  ills  of  the  human  family.  In  the  great 
work  of  our  foreign  missions,  how  often  do  we  see  the  different 
boards  calling  men  as  preachers  and  teachers  who  understand 
medicine,  thus  combining  the  two  most  important  callings  in  the 
world.  By  this,  the  great  importance  of  our  profession  to  the 
world,  even  in  a  spiritual  point  of  view,  is  acknowledged.  The 
outer  man  must  be  cared  for — there  must  be  a  healthful,  vigorous 
growth  of  the  animal  organization,  that  the  soul  may  come  to  a 
full  and  perfectly  matured  action.  Medicine  and  religion  must  be 
united  in  their  great  life-work. 

They  are  so  blended  and  interwoven,  on  account  of  man's  com- 
pound nature,  that  they  never  can  be  separated.  If  the  one  falls, 
the  other  falls  of  necessity.  The  mind  and  soul  can  accomplish 
but  little  in  a  frail,  sickly  tenement.  Let  it  become  enfeebled  and 
unfitted  for  labor,  and  the  inner  life  suffers  in  proportion. 

How  well  the  medical  profession  has  done  its  work,  let  the 
world's  history  answer.  Has  any  class  of  individuals  done  more, 
for  every  undertaking,  whose  object  has  been  to  extend  the  boun- 
daries of  science  and  exalt  mankind?  Who  are  now  the  active 
agents  in  founding  hospitals  and  establishing  charitable  clinics — in 
the  smaller  as  well  as  in  the  larger  cities  over  the  entire  christianized 
world?  Who  are  the  active  movers  in  establishing  lunatic, 
inebriate,  and  ophthalmic  institutions,  orthopedic  hospitals,  and 
homes  for  the  training  of  feeble-minded  children?  In  our  late 
unholy  and  terrible  rebellion,  how  ready  were  the  agents  of  the 
Sanitary  Commission,  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and 
the  medical  profession,  to  follow  day  after  day  the  contending 
army — not  that  they  might  aid  destruction  in  her  work,  but  that 
they  might  assuage  pain,  save  life,  and  heal  the  wounded  sufferers. 
In  th6  past  century,  the  statistics  show  that  human  life  has  been 
prolonged  more  than  thirty-five  per  cent.  Diseases  of  like  character 
have  been  shortened  in  their  duration  over  seventy  per  cent.,  and 
the  amount  of  deaths,  in  the  same  locality,  yes,  in  the  same  building, 
from  these  same  diseases,  has  been  lessened  upwards  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  per  cent.  Now  I  ask,  through  whose  exertions  and 
earnest  research  after  knowledge  has  this  progress  been  made? 
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My  answer  I  will  give  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Willis.  He  asks: 
"Who,  since  the  revival  of  learning,  has  done  more  for  every  un- 
dertaking whose  object  has  been  to  extend  the  boundaries  of 
knowledge  and  exalt  mankind,  than  the  physician?  Who  knows 
half  as  much  of  the  wants  and  the  wishes,  of  the  joys  and  sorrows 
of  the  community?  Who  are  the  friends  and  comforters,  in 
adversity  especially,  of  persons,  in  every  grade  of  life,  from  the 
sovereign  to  the  wretched  outcast  of  the  streets,  the  houseless, 
homeless,  and  friendless?  Who  disarms  pestilence  of  its  power 
and  gives  Jenners  to  the  world  ?  The  servant  of  religion  hath  not 
more  of  true  sanctity  about  him  than  the  good  physician.  The 
service,  indeed,  that  was  rendered  of  old,  in  special  temples,  to  the 
Divinity,  conceived  in  one  of  His  most  beautiful  attributes,  is  not 
yet  extinct  upon  earth,  but  has  its  ministering  priest,  ennobled  by 
Christianity,  in  every  worthy  member,  of  the  profession." 

If,  then,  medicine  is  of  divine  origin,  as  I  firmly  believe  it  is,  I 
trust  that  every  member  of  this  Society  will  go  out  from  this 
gathering,  under  a  new  inspiration  to  work  more  zealously  for  the 
elevation  of  his  profession  and  through  it  for  the  benefit  of 
humanity.  Though  the  way  is  toilsome  and  rugged,  and  briers  and 
thorns  grow  at  its  side — though  "wearisome  days  and  nights  #re 
appointed  unto  you" — though  ingratitude  and  distrust  follow  you 
at  every  step,  let  the  importance  and  worth  of  your  chosen  calling 
stand  out  prominent  above  all,  and  give  courage  and  strength  for 
the  on-coming  future.  Its  duties  may  be  arduous — its  honors  few 
— its  pecuniary  compensation  small — shrink  not.  A  greater  than 
you  endured  persecutions,  revilings,  and  all  manner  of  insults,  was 
poor  and  despised  of  men,  yet,  for  the  sake  of  the  work  before  Him, 
bore  all  without  a  murmur. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  in  concluding,  I  would  say  in  the  language 
of  another,  "  To  what  higher  elevation  will  you  bear  the  banner  of 
this  Society?  What  nobler  eflEbrt  will  you  put  forth?  What 
motto  will  fill  your  hearts  with  greater  enthusiasm?  Let  it  be 
higher  and  higher  still,  though  the  fossils  of  our  profession  would 
urge  you  not  to  dare  the  heights  of  our  science ;  higher  and  higher 
still,  though  the  maidens  of  the  profession  should  invite  you  to 
cease  from  your  exhausting  toil;  higher  and  higher  still,  though 
the  timid  and  over-cautious  tell  you  to  beware  how  you  prescribe  a 
new  medicine,  beware  how  you  use  a  new  instrument,  beware  how 
you  adopt  a  new  theory,  beware  how  you  advance  one  step  beyond 
your  associates.  Higher  and  higher  still  be  your  upward  progress. 
Listen  not  to  the  voices  which  would  hinder  your  pursuit  for 
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nobler,  loftier   attainments  in  your  heaven-bom  calling.     Ever 
direct  your  gaze  higher,  higher." 

•*  In  whatever  path  you  go, 
In  whatever  place  yon  stand, 
Moving  swift,  or  moving  slow, 

Make  yonr  mark. 
Life  is  fleeting  as  a  shade. 

Make  yonr  mark ; 
Marks  of  some  kind  must  be  made. 

Make  yonr  mark ; 
Make  it  while  the  arm  is  strong, 
In  the  golden  hours  of  youth. 
Never,  never  make  it  wrong. 
Make  it  with  the  stamp  of  truth. 

Make  your  mark." 
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Resolution  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
adopted  at  its  annual  session,  June,  1870. 
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entirely  out  of  print,  the  Permanent  Secretary  and  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  exchange  any  number  of  the  Transactions  of  which 
there  are  on  hand  more  than  five  copies  for  any  number  of  which 
the  Society  has  none. 

The  following  is  an  enumeration  of  Transadtions  on  hand,  which 
will  be  furnished  upon  the  receipt  of  the  cost  of  publication  as 
given  for  each  year  r^egectively : — 


1854 

1855 

1856 

1857 

1858 

1859 

1860 

1861-2 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 


29  oopieSy  at  30  cents  per  copj. 


22 

« 

38    « 

60 

it 

75 

150 

« 

85    " 

54 

u 

40    « 

10 

u 

40    « 

60 

u 

67 

22 

u 

48    " 

60 

<{ 

80 

50 

C{ 

120    « 

112 

t( 

160    " 

22 

•<{ 

80 

110 

« 

140 

9 

{< 

80    « 

108 

({ 

125     " 

120 

l( 

80 

23 

({ 

125 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


AN   ACT 


TO  PROTIDB 


FOR  THE  REGISTRATION  OF  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES,  AND  DEATHS.' 


Section  1,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  of  the  GommonweaUh  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  As- 
sembly metj  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  several 
counties  of  this  Commonwealth  before  the  time  of  making  the 
next  assessment  for  county  rates  and  levies,  and  annually  at  the 
same  time  thereafter,  to  furnish  to  the  assessors  of  the  boroughs, 
wards,  and  townships  of  their  respective  counties,  suitable  blanks 
in  which  to  make  returns  of  all  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
that  have  occurred  in  their  respective  boroughs,  wards,  and  town- 
ships during  the  year  ending  on  the  last  day  of  September  next 
before  making  said  assessment.  And  it  &lttl  also  be  the  duty  of 
said  Commissioners  to  issue  to  the  said  ^ig^eSBors  with  the  blanks 
aforesaid,  suitable  written  or  printed  instr^cUons  to  enable  them 
to  make  the  returns  of  the  births,  marriages^  and  deaths  correctly 
and  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  assessor  as  aforesaid, 
while  making  his  annual  assessment  of  county  rates  and  levies,  to 
make  inquiry  of  the  husband,  wife,  or  other  recognized  head  of 
every  family  within  his  borough,  ward  or  township,  for  the  facts 
hereinafter  enumerated  in  respect  to  any  birth,  marriage,  or  death 
that  may  have  occurred  in  such  family  within  the  time  mentioned 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  to  make  a  note  thereof,  or  as 
many  as  can  be  ascertained,  in  the  blanks  furnished  for  that  purpose, 
and  he  shall  return  the  same  to  the  Commissioners  at  the  same 
time  he  makes  the  return  of  his  assessment  for  county  rates  and 
levies. 

OF  BIRTHS. 

1.  Full  name  of  child. 

2.  Sex. 

3.  Color. 

>  See  Minnies,  page  18. 
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4.  Full  name  of  father. 

5.  Occupation  of  father. 

6.  Names  of  other  issue  living. 

7.  Name  of  the  mother  previously  to  marriage. 

8.  Date  of  birth. 

9.  Place  of  birth. 

10.  Date  of  registration. 

11.  Any  additional  circumstances. 

or  MARRIAGES. 

1.  Full  name  of  husband. 

2.  Name  of  the  father  of  said  husband. 

3.  Name  of  the  mother  of  said  husband. 

4.  Occupation  of  husband. 

5.  Residence  of  husband. 

6.  Birthplace  of  husband. 

7.  Full  name  of  the  wife  previously  to  marriage. 

8.  Name  of  the  father  of  said  wife. 

9.  Name  of  the  mother  of  said  wife. 

10.  Date  of  the  marriage. 

11.  Place  where  the  marriage  was  contracted. 

12.  Color. 

13.  By  what  ceremony  contracted. 

14.  Date  of  registration. 

OF  DEATHS. 

1.  Full  name  of  deceased. 

2.  Color. 

3.  Sex. 

4.  Age. 

5.  Name  of  father  of  deceased. 

6.  Name  of  mother  of  deceased. 

7.  Occupation. 

8.  Place  of  birth. 

9.  Name  of  wife  of  deceased. 

10.  Name  of  husband  of  deceased. 

11.  Name  of  issue  living. 

12.  Date  of  birth,  and  date  of  death. 

13.  Cause  of  death. 

14.  Place  of  death. 

15.  Name  and  location  of  burial  ground  in  which  interred. 

16.  Date  of  registration. 
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And  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  several  assessors  aforesaid 
to  make  inquiry  of  any  physician,  clergyman,  sexton,  undertaker, 
or  other  person  residing  within  or  adjacent  to  his  borough,  ward 
or  township  who  makes  a  note  of  or  keeps  a  register  of  births, 
marriages,  or  deaths,  for  such  information  as  will  enable  him  to 
add  to  or  perfect  returns  before  making  them  to  the  Commissioners. 

Section  3.  In  addition  to  the  daily  pay  now  received  by 
assessors,  every  assessor  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  three  cents  for 
each  birth,  marriage,  or  death  that  he  may  properly  record  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  4.  When  the  several  assessors  have  made  their  returns 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  to  the  Commissioners,  the  same 
shall  remain  filed  in  their  office  and  subject  at  all  proper  times  to 
public  Inspection  till  the  time  fixed  on  for  holding  the  appeal  for 
county  rates  and  levies,  at  which  time  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Commissioners  to  receive  such  testimony  in  respect  to  the  correct- 
ness of  returns  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  made  by  the 
several  assessors,  as  may  be  offered  by  any  person  interested 
therein,  and  after  having  duly  considered  the  same,  they  may  alter 
and  revise  the  said  returns  so  far  as  the  said  testimony  and  any 
additional  information  furnished  by  the  assessors  may  warrant, 
and  as  soon  as  the  said  returns  shall  have  been  so  revised,  they 
shall  be  delivered  by  the  Commissioners  to  the  Register  of  Wills  of 
the  proper  county,  who  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  record  and 
properly  index  the  same  in  a  brief  form,  in  a  book  or  books,  with 
proper  printed  headings,  to  be  furnished  to  him  by  the  Com- 
missioners for  that  purpose. 

Section  5.  The  books  of  registration  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  provided  and  kept  as  aforesaid,  or  the  copy  of  any  birth, 
marriage  or  death  recorded  therein,  duly  certified  by  the  Register 
of  Wills  having  charge  of  the  same,  shall  h^  primd  facie  evidence 
of  the  facts  recorded  in  respect  to  any  birth,  marriage  or  death  in 
any  court  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Section  6.  The  Register  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  fifty  cents 
for  a  certified  copy  of  the  record  of  any  one  birth,  marriage,  or 
death,  and  for  every  additional  one  the  sum  of  ten  cents,  and  for 
every  search  made  by  any  person  except  the  judges  of  the  court, 
county  officers,  members  of  the  bar  of  the  proper  county,  and 
commissioner  or  any  authorized  agent  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Charities,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  ten  cents. 

Section  7.  This  act  shall  not  apply  to  any  city  or  district  where 
a  registration  law  is  now  in  operation. 
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THE  ADDRESS  IN  OBSTETRICS. 

THE  USE  OP  THE  SPECULUM  IN  THE  DIAGNOSIS  AND  TREATMENT 
OF  DISEASES  OP  THE  UTERUS. 


By  WASHINGTON  L.  ATLEE,  M.D., 

OF  PHILADBLPHIA. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  held  June,  1871,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  that "  the  President  should  appoint  annually 
some  member  to  deliver  an  address  in  Medicine,  an  address  in  Sur- 
gery, and  an  address  in  Obstetrics,  reviewing  the  progress,  during 
the  previous  year,  of  these  respective  branches  of  medicine  and  the 
collateral  sciences."  The  object  of  this  resolution,  as  stated  in  the 
preamble,  was  to  add  interest  to  the  meetings  of  the  association  by 
the  introduction  of  scientific  and  literary  papers  on  these  subjects. 

The  honor  of  addressing  the  association  on  the  subject  of  ob- 
stetrics was  bestowed  upon  me,  and  the  duties  imposed  by  the 
resolution  were  at  the  same  time  accepted.  In  casting  my  eye, 
however,  over  the  field  to  be  reviewed,  I  found  it  to  be  so  extensive 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject  without 
occupying  too  large  a  portion  of  your  time,  and  too  great  a  splace 
in  the  printed  proceedings.  A  mere  epitome  of  the  progress  of 
obstetrics  and  the  collateral  sciences  might  perhaps  be  confined  to 
proper  limits,  but  such  a  paper  would  necessarily  be  meagre  and 
comparatively  uninstructive.  Besides,  this  very  information  is 
distributed  broadcast  in  the  numerous  abstracts,  retrospects,  and 
eompendiums  of  medicine,  which  are  published  semi-annually  and 
annually,  and  read  by  all  intelligent  physicians,  particularly  by 
those  who  constitute  the  members  of  this  association. 

In  consequence  of  these  considerations,  I  have  ventured  to  depart 
from  the  letter  of  the  resolution,  while  fulfilling  its  object  and  its 
spirit.  Aiming  to  contribute  to  the  general  mass  of  information, 
I  have  selected  a  subject  of  great  practical  importance,  upon  which 
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I  can  throw  the  light  of  my  own  experience,  rather  than  inflict 
upon  you  a  mere  synopsis  of  the  progress,  during  the  past  year,  of 
this  branch  of  science.  In  this  way  I  will  avoid  the  necessarily 
dry  detail  of  matters  which  the  journals  have  already  made  familiar 
to  you,  and  present  you  with  fresh  material  for  thought.  Should 
this  course  be  adopted  from  year  to  year  by  your  committee,  the 
result  will  be  a  large  accumulation  of  original  matter  that  will  have 
a  great  influence  upon  the  views  and  practice  of  the  practitioners 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  add  to  the  character  and  status  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  of  this  Society. 

The  subject,  therefore,  which  I  intend  to  present  to  the  associa- 
tion to-day  is — 

The  Speculum:  its  use  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  diseases 
of  the  uterus. 

I  would  premise  that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  disorders  which 
require  the  use  of  the  speculum  are  confined  to,  or  at  least  originate 
during,  the  menstrual  period  of  life.  There  are  many  diseases, 
however,  both  constitutional  and  local,  affecting  females  during 
this  period,  that  are  entirely  independent  of  the  sexual  system,  and 
which,  as  in  the  male,  require  treatment  on  general  principles. 
These  disorders,  by  their  continuance  or  by  their  violence,  may 
affect  the  functions  of  the  sexual  organs  as  they  do  other  organs 
of  the  body ;  but  a  restoration  'to  health  again  will  be  followed  by 
a  return  of  these  organs  to  their  normal  functions.  There  are  also 
diseases  of  the  sexual  organs,  entirely  local  in  their  origin  and  in 
their  early  symptoms,  that  sooner  or  later  will  react  upon  the  gene- 
ral system,  and  induce  or  resemble  many  disorders  in  distant  organs. 
These  are  to  be  treated  by  local  medication,  and  as  the  normal  con- 
dition of  these  organs  is  re-established,  the  distant  reflex  symptoms 
will  disappear  and  the  general  health  be  restored. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  subject  I  shall  confine  my  remarks  as 
closely  as  possible  to  the  question :  not  referring  to  the  history  of 
the  instrument,  its  various  and  sometimes  useless  forms,  its  mode 
of  application,  the  pathology  of  the  diseases  for  which  it  is  employed, 
and  other  points  of  great  practical  importance.  These  are  worthy 
of  a  separate  consideration. 

"  There  is  one  property  in  a  high  degree  characteristic  of  the 
instruments  employed  in  the  investigation  of  the  diseases  of  women 
of  such  singular  value,  that  it  ought  to  completely  silence  the 
objections  at  one  time  so  passionately  urged  against  them.  It  is 
this :  the  instruments  have  a  therapeutical  as  well  as  diagnostic 
application ;   the  speculum,  for  instance,  revealing  a  lesion  of  the 
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cervix  uteri,  enables  the  surgeon  at  once  to  apply  his  remedy. 
Thus  treatment  follows  upon  the  track  of  diagnosis,  one  sitting 
and  one  operation  serving  for  both.'" 

In  the  diagnosis  of  uterine  and  vaginal  diseases  the  speculum 
uteri  may  be  placed  side  by  side  with  the  Instruments  used  for  the 
examination  of  the  eye,  the  larynx,  the  ear,  the  nose,  the  mouth, 
the  rectum,  and  with  all  other  contrivances  by  which  a  diseasec^ 
organ  is  brought  under  the  inspection  of  the  observer.  Compared 
with  either  of  these  acknowledged  means  of  diagnosis,  the  speculum 
uteri — from  the  ease  with  which  it  can  be  used,  its  therapeutic  and 
diagnostic  application,  and  the  important  and  otherwise  intractable 
character  of  the  diseases  in  which  it  is  employed — may  be  con- 
sidered superior  to  them  all.  No  one  can  doubt  the  great  advantage 
of  combining  both  sight  and  touch  in  the  detection  of  disease,  as 
well  as  in  the  determination  of  its  progressive  changes  toward  a 
more  normal  or  a  more  morbid  condition.  Hence,  whenever  the 
eye  can  be  used  by  the  physician  either  in  the  diagnosis  or  in  the 
treatment  of  disease,  he  should  employ  it.  Does  he  not  inspect 
the  tongue,  the  mouth,  the  fauces,  the  larynx,  the  nares,  the  au- 
ditory canals,  the  conjunctiva,  the  skin,  the  rectum,  even  the  excre- 
tions and  ejections,  as  well  as  the  expressions  of  the  countenance, 
and  the  attitudes  of  the  body  ?  He  thus  often  unravels  the  cha- 
racter of  disease  by  its  peculiar  physiognomy.  The  whole  class  of 
exanthemata  is  a  strong  illustration  in  point.  Indeed,  many  are 
slow  to  pronounce  on  the  real  nature  of  certain  fevers  until  a  few 
characteristic  spots  are  seen  on  the  skin.  The  large  domain  of 
surgery,  also,  is  prolific  of  instances  confirmative  of  the  necessity 
of  calling  to  our  aid  ocular  inspection.  Besides,  why  do  we  make 
post-mortem  examinations  ?  We  open  the  cadaver  for  the  purpose 
of  verifying  or  correcting  by  the  eye  a  doubtful  diagnosis :  could 
we  read  morbid  action  during  life,  as  we  display  diseased  structures 
after  death,  how  different  would  be  our  ministrations  toward  many 
of  the  sick  I  It  is  often  the  wish  of 'every  true  physician  that  he 
could  see  the  abnormal  condition  against  which  he  is  contending, 
in  order  that  he  might  make  a  correct  diagnosis,  and  employ  a 
more  rational  treatment. 

If,  therefore,  the  eye  be  the  main  avenue  through  which  we  obtain 
a  knowledge  of  disease  in  all  other  parts  of  the  body,  no  exception 
should  be  made,  through  prejudice,  or  false  delicacy,  or  prudish 
affectation,  in  the  study  and  treatment  of  disease  in  an  organ,  whose 
normal  functions  are  not  only  essential  to  the  comfort  and  happiness 

'  Robert  Barnes,  M.D. 
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of  the  gentler  sex,  but  of  paramount  importance  to  the  welfare  of 
the  whole  human  race.  In  science,  in  arts,  in  medicine,  in  morals, 
— "  to  the  pure  all  things  are  pure." 

Perfectly  convinced  by  large  experience  of  the  great  value  of  an 
instrument  which  will  enable  the  physicianHo  inspect  and  to  treat 
an  important  diseased  organ,  and  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  its 
employment,  I  shall  point  out 

First,  The  diseases  in  which  the  speculum  uteri  is  of  little  or  no 
use  in  diagnosis. 

Second.  The  diseases  in  which  it  is  of  great  value  and  often  in- 
dispensable in  diagnosis.     And 

Third,  Its  use  in  the  treatment  of  such  diseases. 

In  the  consideration  of  these  divisions  of  my  subject,  I  would 
premise  that  the  remarks  will  be  based  upon  my  own  clinical 
observations. 

A.  Diseases  in  which  the  speculum  uteri  is  of  little  or  no  use 

IN  diagnosis. 

In  all  malpositions  of  the  uterus : — prolapsus  and  procidentia 
uteri ;  retroversion,  anteversion,  and  lateral  version  of  the  uterus ; 
ascent  of  the  uterus  beyond  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis ;  and  all  other 
abnormal  positions  of  this  organ. 

In  malformations  of  the  uterus: — Retroflexion,  anteflexion,  in- 
version, hypertrophy  and  atrophy  of  the  uterus;  including  an 
entire  absence  or  a  rudimentary  condition  of  the  organ. 

In  tumors  of  the  uterus: — Sub-peritoneal,  interstitial,  and  sub- 
mucous fibroids  of  the  uterus  ;  mucous,  fibro-cellular,  and  glandular 
polypi ;  induration,  scirrhoid,  or  cancer  of  the  uterus. 

In  all  these  diseases,  a  well  educated  finger  is  the  best  instrument 
for  making  out  a  diagnosis.  In  many  of  them  the  uterine  sound 
will  greatly  aid  the  finger  in  detecting  the  true  nature  of  the  affec- 
tion— as,  for  example,  in  flexions,  versions,  fibroids,  and  hypertro- 
phy. Concealed  polypi  are  not  usually  discoverable  either  by  the 
finger  or  by  the  sound,  when  the  os  uteri  is  undilated  ;  and  a  small 
cervical  polypus,  located  just  within  the  os,  may  entirely  escape 
detection,  until  it  is  brought  into  view  by  means  of  the  speculum, 
which,  stretching  the  upper  part  of  the  vaginal  tube,  dilates  the  os, 
thus  rendering  the  lower  portion  of  the  polypus  visible. 

Notwithstanding  the  speculum  possesses  no  diagnostic  value  in 
these  diseases,  some  of  them  may  be  the  effect  of  concomitant 
affections,  which  are  really  the  primary  and  present  cause  of  the 
local  distress  and  the  general  reflex  symptoms,  independently  of 
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the  morbid  conditions  above  referred  to.  And  yet  the  finger  and 
the  sound,  so  valuable  in  the  diagnosis  of  the  foregoing  diseases, 
cannot  detect  the  presence  of  the  more  important  lesion.  For  this 
purpose  the  employment  of  the  speculum  is  indispensable.  Al 
though  it  cannot  aid  in  the  detection  of  malpositions  and  malforma- 
tions of  the  uterus,  its  diagnostic  value  in  enabling  us  to  discover 
their  cause,  and  its  therapeutic  agency  in  the  treatment  of  these 
more  important  coexisting  diseases,  cannot  be  questioned. 

B.  Diseases  in  which  the  speculum  is  of  great  value  and 

OFTEN  indispensable  IN  DIAGNOSIS. 

In  most  of  the  diseases  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri: — Congestion, 
inflammation,  ulceration,  and  hypertrophy  of  the  os  and  cervix 
uteri,  including  gonorrhoeal  inflammation  and  syphilitic  ulceration. 
It  is  useful,  also,  in  detecting  contraction  and  atresia  of  the  os  uteri, 
narrowing  of  the  cervical  canal,  endo-metritis,  and  fungosities  of 
the  uterine  cavity.  To  these  may  be  added,  although  not  properly 
uterine,  vaginitis,  vesico-vaginal,  vesico-uterine,  recto-vaginal,  and 
recto-uterine  fistulse.  As  eflfects,  also,  resulting  from  the  above 
morbid  conditions,  I  may  name  leucorrhoea,  amenorrhoea,  dysmen- 
orrhcea,  menorrhagia,  metrorrhagia,  irritable  uterus,  sterility,  abor- 
tion, hysteria,  chlorosis,  and  many  anomalous  forms  of  disease 
Many  of  these  morbid  conditions,  and  the  causes  of  a  great  variety 
of  reflex  symptoms,  are  satisfactorily  made  out  by  means  of  the 
speculum  alone,  while  others  require  the  aid  of  the  sound,  the  cu- 
rette, and  the  touch. 

The  physician  who  discards  the  use  of  the  speculum,  and  trusts 
to  the  sense  of  touch  alone  to  make  out  a  diagnosis  in  uterine  affec- 
tions, will  often  be  at  fault.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  class  of  diseases, 
in  which  greater  errors  of  diagnosis  are  ordinarily  perpetrated  than 
in  that  embraced  under  the  head  of  Female  Diseases,  while  there 
is  none  more  readily  discriminated  by  a  correct  method  of  examina- 
tion. Patients  daily  present  themselves  to  practitioners  who  treat 
these  aflections  in  a  rational  way,  in  whom  extensive  uterine  disease 
littust  have  existed  for  years  unrecognized.  These  very  patients,  on 
the  strength  of  only  a  tactile  examination,  or,  perhaps,  without 
any  vaginal  investigation,  had  been  pronounced  free  from  uterine 
trouble,  and  incessantly  drugged  to  their  own  injury.  Again, 
patients  have  frequently  been  subjected  to  a  long  course  of  treat- 
ment, including  the  recumbent  posture,  and  the  pessary,  for  mal- 
position of  the  uterus,  which  the  speculum  at  once  decided  was 
only  a  secondary  disease  requiring  no  such  treatment,  and  incurable 
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by  SDch  means.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  women  with  imaginary 
troubles,  after  undergoing  the  usual  examination  with  the  finger, 
have  been  subjected  to  protracted  medication  for  a  disease  which 
was  found,  by  ocular  inspection,  to  have  no  existence.  In  the  one 
case  the  speculum  afibrds  positive  evidence  of  the  presence  of  dis- 
ease ;  in  the  other  equally  positive  evidence  of  its  absence.  In 
either  case  the  careless  observer  fails  in  his  duty  toward  his  pa- 
tient, brings  discredit  upon  himself,  and  to  that  extent  impairs 
the  standing  of  the  profession.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert  that  it 
is  impossible  for  any  physician,  who  discards  the  nse  of  the  specu- 
lum in  certain  diseases  of  the  uterus,  to  arrive  at  a  correct  diagnosis 
by  the  touch  alone.  However  true  it  may  be  that  the  touch  can  be 
so  highly  cultivated  that  an  experienced  observer  may  often  detect 
disease  without  other  aid,  yet  the  frequent  errors  made  in  diagnos- 
ticating uterine  diseases  by  the  best  men  in  the  profession  who 
reject  the  use  of  the  spei^ulum^  prove  that  this  cultivated  touch, 
this  tactus  eruditus^  mo^ depend  upon  an  educated  finger.  Now, 
how  can  any  physiciai/6i^fide  mUTe  accuracy  of  his  sense  of  touch 
until  his  finger  has  Mbn  EdadiE^id,>todat0  errors  corrected  by  the 
eye  ?  He  may  in vest^atj^  caseaiQ;^g{lj;ase  without  number,  by  mere 
digital  examination,  and^^^S^mjD]^  a  de&n^  diisignosis  in  each;  but 
should  his  opinion  in  every^iftatati^^§Jte«fed  by  the  speculum,  he 
would  often  have  to  correct  his  record.  The  practical  importance 
of  this  fact  is  obvious.  By  the  speculum  alone  can  we  bring  our 
sense  of  touch  to  such  delicate  and  nice  perception  as  to  enable  us 
to  approach  accuracy  in  diagnosis  in  many  of  the  diseases  of  the 
uterus.  An  opposite  course,  even  among  the  most  astute  observers, 
must  necessarily  result  in  conjecture  and  uncertainty.  Hence,  the 
use  of  the  speculum  is  essential  to  test  the  correctness  of  the  sense 
of  touch,  and  to  arrive  at  accuracy  in  diagnosis,  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, it  should  be  considered  the  proper  method,  in  the  hands  of 
both  the  inexperienced  physician  and  the  expert,  for  investigating 
many  of  the  diseases  of  the  uterus. 

C.  The  use  of  the  speoxtlum  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the 

UTERUS. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  peculiar  to  females,  the  speculum 
can  be  more  extensively  employed  than  in  their  diagnosis,  for  it  is 
by  means  of  this  instrument  that  we  are  able  tO  make  our  applica- 
tions to  diseased  surfaces,  even  in  those  cases  which  are  readily 
diagnosticated  by  the  touch  alone. 
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What  are  the  diseases,  whose  treatment  requires,  or  is  facilitated 
by  the  employment  of  the  speculum  ? 

a.  Inflammation  of  the  uterus.  Modem  pathology  embraces 
under  this  single  term  a  host  of  diseases  described  in  the  works  of 
the  older  authors.  To  prevent  repetition  I  will  designate  several 
of  them  as  more  or  less  dependent  upon,  or  intimately  associated 
with,  inflammation  of  the  uterus :  ulceration,  displacements,  flexions, 
irritability,  neuralgia,  leucorrhcea,  induration,  hypertrophy,  dys- 
menorrhoea,  menorrhagia,  amenorrhoea,  abortion,  sterility,  chlorosis, 
and  hysteria.  The  most  frequent  form  of  inflammation  is  that 
which  has  been  denominated  granular  ulceration  of  the  os  and 
cervix  uterL  This  term  has  been  the  subject  of  much  debate,  and 
it  has  been  strongly  objected  to  as  being  pathologically  incorrect. 
I  do  not  think  the  objection,  in  all  cases,  tenable.  If  we  examine 
the  uterus  affected  with  this  form  of  inflammation,  when  in  a  con- 
stant state  of  procidentia,  we  can  scarcely  deny  the  existence  of 
ulceration  as  deflned  by  John  Hunter,  for  there  is  both  solution  of 
continuity  and  superficial  destruction  of  tissue.  If  this  uterus, 
thus  diseased,  be  now  elevated  and  kept  constantly  within  the 
'vagina,  it  will  be  found,  in  the  course  of  time,  to  assume  a  different 
aspect,  and  to  partake  of  the  characteristics  of  the  disease  as  usually 
seen  in  an  organ  that  has  never  been  exposed,  and  resembling 
somewhat  the  ordinary  granular  inflammation  of  the  eye.  Hence, 
if  this  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  disease  is  the  mere  result 
of  a  change  in  the  locality  of  the  organ,  it  is  not  a  misnomer  to 
call  it  ulceration ;  while  those,  who  recognize  the  characteristics  of 
an  ulcer  when  exposed  to  light  and  air,  cannot  alter  its  pathology 
by  occluding  it  within  the  walls  of  the  vagina.  As  the  disease, 
however,  is  the  result  of  inflammation,  all  objections  may  be  met 
by  denominating  it  granular  inflammation^  which  is  pathologically 
correct.  The  term  granular,  however,  is  only  a  condition  of  the 
disease  and  not  essential  to  it,  as  in  other  stages  of  the  inflamma- 
tion and  in  other  forms  of  ulceration,  this  appearance  may  be 
absent.  But  I  find  myself  digressing  into  a  pathological  question, 
which  I  had  intended  to  avoid  in  this  paper. 

Inflammation  6f  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  is  a  proliflc  source  of 
mischief,  and  in  many  ways  affects  the  health  and  happiness  of  the 
female  sex.  It  is  not  necessary,  even  were  it  possible,  within  the 
usual  limits  of  such  a  paper,  to  detail  the  numerous  and  anomalous 
symptoms  induced,  through  reflex  influence,  by  this  disease.  It 
not  only  creates  symptoms  which  sfmulate  many  morbid  states  of 
the  system,  but  it  aggravates  real  diseases  in  other  organs,  and 
increases  the  obstinacy  of  their  treatment.    This  is  frequently  the 
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case  when  the  cause  is  unsuspected  both  by  the  patient  and  the 
physician.  How  often  has  the  physician  been  at  his  wit's  end  in 
the  treatment  of  the  chronic  diseases  of  females?  How  often  has 
he  wearied  in  his  futile  endeavors  to  relieve  the  complaints  of  a 
nervous  patient?  changing  his  prescriptions  almost  daily,  and 
treating  them,  in  turn,  for  every  variety  of  disease,  curing  few  or 
none,  and  finally  resorting  to  mere  nervines  and  placebos,  con- 
cluding that  the  patient  was  merely  nervous,  or  that  the  malady 
was  imaginary.  Such  a  patient  is  always  complaining,  and  never 
welL  She  has  run  the  round  of  the  doctors.  She  has  been  treated 
for  disease  of  the  spine,  of  the  heart,  of  the  lungs,  of  the  liver,  of 
the  bladder,  of  the  kidneys,  of  the  stomach,  and  for  neuralgia;  for 
she  may  have  symptoms  of  them  all.  She  has  been  cupped,  blistered, 
and  incessantly  dosed.  She  has  been  confined  to  bed  for  months. 
She  has  had  pessaries  inserted  and  removed  every  month  for  years. 
She  has  paid  large  druggists'  and  doctors'  bills ;  and  made  large 
expenditures  of  time  and  money  in  travelling,  or  at  various  summer 
resorts,  or  at  sanitarj'  institutions.  And  thus,  year  after  year,  the 
same  routine  is  gone  through,  and  yet  health  does  not  return  I 

When  such  a  patient  presents  herself  for  treatment,  I  think  it  will 
be  found  that,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  a  careful  speculum  exami- 
nation will  disclose  an  unsuspected  disease  of  the  uterus.  And  if 
inflammation  is  present,  I  am  confident  that  the  proper  local  treat- 
ment will,  in  a  large  majority  of  instances,  do  away  with  the 
necessity  of  all  mechanical  supports,  and  the  incessant  drugging, 
as  well  as  relieve  the  protean  symptoms  for  which  these  therapeutic 
agents  had  been  unsuccessfully  employed.  It  has  sometimes  been 
asserted  that  the  proper  mode  of  curing  diseases  of  the  uterus  is 
to  treat  them  by  constitutional  means  alone.  This  I  regard  as 
simple  nonsense.  No  one  can  doubt  the  value  of  attention  to  the 
general  health,  when  the  vital  powers  have  been  broken  down  by  a 
local  disease;  but  is  it  logical  to  infer  that  the  health  can  be 
restored  by  general  treatment,  while  neglecting  the  local  trouble 
which  originated  and  still  maintains  the  general  ill-health  ?  Besides, 
those  who  confine  themselves  exclusively  to  that  mode  of  treat- 
ment seldom  make  anything  more  than  a  tactile  examination,  or 
perhaps  none  at  all,  thus  treating  a  disease  whose  diagnosis  is 
merely  conjecture,  because  it  has  not  been  made  out  by  ocular 
proof,  the  only  certain  evidence  of  its  presence.  To  battle  with  a 
chimera,  in  this  age  of  investigation,  is  too  Quixotic  for  rational 
medicine.  The  detection  of  disease  must  necessarily  precede  its 
successful  treatment.  Once  definitely  diagnosticated,  it  may  be 
properly  treated.    If  there  be  a  local  cause  disturbing  the  general 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


THE    ADDRESS    IN    OBSTETRICS.  53 

system,  remove  tlie  focus  of  irritation,  and  all  the  reflex  anomalous 
symptoms  will  disappear.  It  is  just  as  unphilosophical  to  attempt 
the  cure  of  such  disease  by  constitutional  means,  as  to  try  to  arrest 
the  present  eruption  of  Mount  Vesuvius  by  contending  against 
the  ashes,  the  scoriae,  and  the  lava  which  are  projected  from  its 
crater. 

I  will  now  refer  to  the  local  treatment  of  granular  Inflammation 
of  the  OS  and  cervix  uteri.  It  would  extend  this  paper  much 
beyond  the  proper  limits  to  enter  into  the  minutiee  of  treatment, 
the  different  kinds  of  specula,  the  mode  of  using  them,  and  many 
other  details  which  are  more  or  less  important.  This  information 
you  will  find  in  the  valuable  works  of  our  American  authors,  Thomas 
and  Byford.  I  may  here  remark,  however,  that  the  speculum,  like 
all  other  instruments,  is  most  dextrously  used  by  those  who  have 
the  best  mechanical  and  surgical  tact,  and  that  it  is  very  awkwardly 
employed  by  those  destitute  of  this  quality.  This  difference  in  the 
use  of  the  speculum  is  soon  detected  by  patients.  A  great  variety 
of  instruments  has  been  presented  to  the  profession,  many  of 
them  good,  and  others  good  for  nothing.  The  common  tubular 
speculum,  either  cylimlrical  or  slightly  conical,  is  the  most  simple, 
and  most  generally  applicable  for  the  treatment  of  ordinary  disease. 
I  prefer  the  old  Ricord  instrument,  or  quadrivalve.  No  one  instru- 
ment will  suit  for  all  purposes,  and  every  physician  will  get  into 
the  habit  of  using  certain  forms,  which  answer  his  purpose  best. 

With  regard  to  the  position  of  the  patient,  every  physician  has 
his  preference.  Some  place  the  patient  in  a  supine  position  across 
a  bed,  with  the  hips  near  the  edge,  and  opposite  a  window,  using 
day  or  sunlight.  Others  operate  with  patients  on  their  sides,  their 
knees  being  drawn  up.  While  others  prefer  the  semi-prone  position, 
or  that  introduced  by  Dr.  Sims.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  when 
treating  patients  at  their  own  homes,  I  adopt  the  first  method;  but 
in  my  ofl3ce,  where  I  cannot  avail  myself  of  the  light  of  a  window, 
I  place  the  patient  in  the  same  position  on  a  reclining  chair,  and 
use  candle  light,  concentrating  it  upon  the  diseased  surface  by 
means  of  a  reflector.  Sometimes  it  is  necessary  to  vary  the 
position  of  the  patient,  as  well  as  to  change  the  form  of  the  specu- 
lum, in  investigating  and  treating  diseases  of  the  uterus. 

The  mode  of  using  the  speculum  is  a  matter  of  some  importance. 
There  should  not  be  the  least  exposure  of  the  patient.  The  lower 
part  of  the  body  and  the  limbs  must  be  protected  by  drawers,  and 
when  the  patient  is  in  position,  a  napkin  must  be  passed  under  her 
clothes,  and  spread  out  over  the  thighs  and  pelvic  region.  A  tactile 
examination  should  now  be  made,  and  the  exact  locality  of  the 
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uterus  ascertained.  On  withdrawing  the  hand,  it  should  rest  at 
the  vulva,  and  the  labia  be  separated  by  the  thumb  and  finger;  at 
the  same  time,  the  speculum,  warmed  and  oiled,  should  be  intro- 
duced gently  between  them,' and  directed  toward  the  previously 
ascertained  place  of  the  os  uteri,  carrying  it  well  forward  until  it 
impinges  against  the  organ.  The  ends  of  the  napkin  are  now 
brought  down  between  the  speculum  and  thighs  on  each  side,  and 
the  pudendum  in  this  way  entirely  protected  from  exposure.  A 
little  manipulation,  which  practice  will  very  much  perfect,  will  now 
bring  the  os  and  cervix  into  the  field  of  the  instrument.  The  next 
thing  is  to  have  a  good  light  to  bear  directly  upon  the  parts 
exposed.  At  this  stage  of  the  process  you  may  be  disappointed  in 
detecting  disease,  even  when  disease  really  exists.  Indeed,  I  have 
met  many  instances  of  persons  having  been  examined  and  pro- 
nounced free  from  uterine  trouble,  who  a  day  or  two  afterward 
exhibited  unmistakable  signs  of  inflammation.  The  os,  having  been 
brought  well  into  view,  may  be  so  coated  with  a  tenacious  opaque 
mucus  as  to  obscure  the  diseased  sur&ce,  and  appear  to  the  inex- 
perienced eye  as  healthy  tissue.  A  long  speculum  forceps,  armed 
with  a  soft  cotton  rag,  should  now  be  passed  through  the  speculum, 
and  this  mucus  carefully  swabbed  off.  When  thus  cleansed,  the 
disease,  if  present,  will  become  apparent,  and  is  in  a  condition  for 
any  application. 

A  great  variety  of  remedies  has  been  used  in  the  treatment  of 
granular  inflammation  of  the  os  and  cervix  uterL  I  have  experi- 
mented with  the  most  of  them,  and  have  settled  down  upon  the  use 
of  two  or  three.  In  my  opinion  the  very  best  local  agent  is  the 
solid  nitrate  of  silver.  This  preparation  is  classed  among  the 
caustics,  but  its  destructive  property  is  very  limited  and  superficial, 
being  soon  decomposed  by  the  tissues  and  the  secretions  into  oxide 
and  albuminate  of  silver.  It  is  more  properly  a  local  alterative, 
as  it  produces  its  happy  effects  more  by  changing  the  action  of  the 
part  to  which  it  is  applied  than  by  destroying  its  structure.  What- 
ever may  be  its  immediate  effect,  the  ultimate  result  is  antiphlogis- 
tic, sedative,  and  recuperative.  We  are  cautioned,  by  high  authori- 
ty, to  be  careful  to  make  the  antiphlogistic  contact  with  the  solid 
nitrate  of  silver,  as  if  it  required  the  skilful  hand  of  an  artist  to 
make  the  delicate  and  discriminating  application.  As  this  is  a 
refinement  in  phraseology  rather  than  the  simple  expression  of  a 
therapeutic  truth,  I  would  quiet  the  fears  of  the  timid  membere^of 
the  profession  by  assuring  them  that,  according  to  my  experience, 
this  most  valuable  agent  does  not  require  such  extreme  nicety  in 
its  application.    Sometimes  the  slightest  contact  will  produce  great 
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pain,  at  others  the  most  destructive  will  scarcely  be  felt,  while  every 
application  to  the  diseased  surface  is  necessarily  antiphlogistic,  and 
requires  no  peculiar  touch  to  give  it  any  magical  influence.  You 
simply  pencil  the  diseased  surface  until  it  turns  white,  when  you 
accomplish  all  that  is  required  hy  that  application.  After  that  has 
.been  done  you  must  carefully  swab  off  the  excess  of  caustic  by 
means  of  a  soft  cotton  rag  until  the  surface  is  dried.  The  applica- 
tion should  be  repeated  at  intervals  of  from  four  to  ten  days  ac- 
cording to'  the  severity  of  the  inflammation  and  the  stage  of  the 
treatment.  The  case  9hould  not  be  abandoned  until  every  vestige 
of  the  disease  has  disappeared,  although  it  may  require  two,  four, 
six,  or  even  twelve  months  to  accomplish  this. 

Sometimes  this  granular  inflammation  has  an  indurated  base,  and 
is  slow  in  yielding  to  the  mild  influence  of  nitrate  of  silver.  In 
such  cases  the  occasional  application  of  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury, 
nitric  acid,  or  strong  carbolic  acid,  will  facilitate  the  cure,  the  ni- 
trate of  silver  being  continued  in  the  intervals.  Again,  coexisting 
with  this  disease,  the  whole  cervix  may  be  hypertrophied  and  in- 
durated, causing  the  cure  to  be  still  moi'e  protracted.  Here  benefit 
will  be  derived  from  local  bleedings  by  deep  punctures  in  the  cervix 
with  a  spear-pointed  lancet.  Here  a  concentrated  solution  of  iodine 
and  iodide  of  potassium  in  glycerine,  painted  over  the  exterior  of 
the  cervix,  may  also  be  advantageously  associated  with  the  nitrate 
of  silver  in  the  treatment.    Tlie  formula  is  as  follows : — 

9.— lodini, 

Potassii  iodidi,  aa.  5J. 
QljoeriDi,  f  5{J.    M. 

Sometimes,  also,  the  inflammation  extends  into  the  cervical  canal 
in  the  form  of  endo-cervicitis,  and,  indeed,  through  the  os  internum 
into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  itself,  as  in  endo-metritis.  Should 
this  be  the  case,  the  external  part  of  the  disease  may  have  been 
cured,  but  the  patient  does  not  get  well.  The  inflammation  must 
be  followed  up  into  the  cemx  by  carrying  the  solid  caustic  well 
into  the  canal,  or  a  small  portion  may  be  pushed  home  by  the 
sound  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  and  left  there  to  dissolve.  In 
the  latter  case,  a  ribbon  of  muslin,  wet  at  one  end  with  a  solution 
of  common  salt,  may  be  placed  against  the  os  uteri  before  remov- 
ing the  speculum,  and  allowed  to  remain  there  with  the  other  end 
slightly  protruding  from  the  vulva,  so  that  the  patient  may  remove 
it  in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two.  Or,  as  the  melted  caustic  flows 
into  the  vagina,  it  may  be  decomposed  by  syringing  with  a  solution 
of  common  salt.    In  all  cases  of  the  application  of  nitrate  of  silver 
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to  the  uteras,  the  vagjna  should  be  protected  from  its  action,  as  by 
doing  this  the  patient  is  saved  from  much  suffering.  The  practice 
of  applying,  or  rather  of  attempting  to  apply,  a  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver,  by  means  of  a  camel's  hair  pencil,  into  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus,  is  entirely  inefficient  and  abortive.  By  persisting  in  the 
above  mode  of  treatment,  at  proper  intervals^  the  cure  of  this  disease 
is  most  certainly  accomplished,  and,  as  a  consequence  of  its  cure, 
the  constitutional  symptoms,  resulting  from  reflex  action,  generally 
disappear. 

Coexisting  with  this  inflammatory  diseasc/of  the  uterus  there  is 
almost  universally  some  form  of  malposition  of  the  organ : — pro- 
lapsus, version,  or  flexion.     I  am  convinced  by  ample  observation 
that  the  great  majority  of  misplacements  of  the  uterus  are  dependent 
npon  a  pathological  condition  of  the  organ,  which,  if  relieved,  will 
be  followed  by  its  restoration  to  a  normal  position,  or,  if  it  should 
not  be  restored  to  its  normal  position,  after  having  been  cured  of 
the  infliftromation,  that  the  misplacement  will  produce  no  serions 
symptoms.     When  we  consider  the  small  size  and  little  weight  of  a 
healthy  uterus,  and  the  comparatively  large  capacity  of  the  basin 
which  contains  it,  it  is  unphilosophical  to  suppose  that  any  serious 
consequences  can  result  from  changes  in  its  position.    Besides,  its 
relative  position  is  continually  varying  every  twenty-four   hours 
without  &ny  inconvenience:  the  constantly  changing  condition  of 
the  bladder  and  rectum,  the  acts  of  defecation  and  urination,  of 
sneezing  and  coughing,  all  impulsive  actions  of  the  diaphragm  and 
abdominal  muscles,  the  various  attitudes  of  the  body,  the  drag  and 
constrictions  of  dress,  and  other  causes  are  operating  to  this  effect, 
b.  Hypertrophy  of  the  uterus — This  may  be  complete  or  partial, 
with  or  without  induration,  and  accompanied  or  not  by  inflamma- 
tion.   Sub-involution  of  the  uterus  may  also  be  embraced  under 
this  head.    In  the  treatment  of  this  condition  the  speculum  may 
be  used  with  great  advantage.     When   induration  coexists  with 
hypertrophy,  the  glycerole  of  iodine  and  iodide  of  potassium,  as 
described  in  the  above  formula,  should  be  applied  every  four  days, 
by  means  of  a  camel's  hair  brush,  to  the  whole  lower  or  vaginal 
portions  of  the  uterus,  as  it  is  seen  projecting  into  the  field  of  the 
speculum.    Before  and  after  the  application,  the  parts  should  be 
carefully  cleansed  off  by  a  dry  cotton  rag.     If  inflammation  be  also 
present,  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver  should  be  introduced  into  the  cer- 
vical canal  at  more  distant  intervals.     This  treatment  should  be 
associated  with  external  counter-irritation  to  the  inguinal  and  hy- 
pogastric regions,  and  appropriate  general  medication.     A  favorite 
prescription  of  mine  in  these  cases  is  a  combination  of  the  fluid 
extract  of  ergot  and  tincture  of  digitalis,  twenty  drops  of  the 
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former  to  ten  of  the  latter  three  times  a  daj',  alternated  with  ten 
grains  of  the  muriate  of  ammonia  also  three  times  a  day.  Under 
this  treatment  the  inflammation  will  gradually  subside,  the 
absorbents  will  be  excited  into  action,  the  size  and  weight  of  the 
nterus  will  diminish,  its  natural  supports  become  strengthened,  and 
the  organ  will  gradually  return  to  its  normal  position.  *  Unless  the 
uterus  be  so  much  enlarged  as  to  rest  upon  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 
we  usually  find  it  anchored,  by  its  increased  weight,  low  in  the 
pelvis,  or  prolapsed;  or,  it  may  be  retroverted  or  retroflexed  in 
consequence  of  a  local  hypertrophy  of  its  posterior  wall ;  or,  vice 
versa^  anteverted  or  anteflexed.from  a  similar  cause  destroying  its 
equilibrium.  A  very  common  error  in  this,  as  in  other  forms  of 
uterine  disease,  is  to  treat  the  effect  of  the  disease  for  the  disease 
itself,  and,  not  looking  beyond  the  malposition,  to  introduce  a 
pessary.  In  some  cases,  a  change  in  the  position  of  an  enlarged 
uterus,  when  supported  by  a  pessary,  will  be  followed  by  relief,  but 
more  frequently  the  pressure  of  the  instrument  aggravates  the 
symptoms,  while  the  disease  itself  continues.  The  cure  of  hy- 
pertrophy or  any  other  disease  of  the  uterus,  and  the  several  mal- 
positions dependent  on  such  pathological  conditions,  by  mere 
mechanical  arrangements,  cannot  rationally  be  expected.  In  the 
large  majority  of  cases  the  uterus  will  be  restored  to  its  normal 
position  without  resorting  to  the  use  of  the  pessary,  if  appropriate 
treatment  be  adopted  to  relieve  the  morbid  conditions,  which  have 
caused  the  malposition. 

c.  Fibroid  deposits  in  the  walls  of  the  uterus. — The  same  remarks 
will  apply,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  treatment  of  fibroid  deposits 
in  the  walls  of  the  uterus.  It  has  been  considered  impossible, 
however,  to  change  the  pathological  condition  of  uterine  fibroids  by 
medication,  or  to  induce  in  them  interstitial  absorption.  I  am 
quite  sure  that  this  opinion  of  the  intractable  nature  of  uterine 
fibroids  is  incorrect;  that  their  growth  has  been  checked;  that  they 
have  remained  stationary  for  years;  and  that  they  have  entirely 
disappeared  in  consequence  of  treatment.  This  result  is  not  uni- 
form, nor  does  it  occur  in  the  majority  of  cases,  but  it  is  sufl3ciently 
frequent  to  warrant  the  opinion  that  we  do  possess  an  agent  which 
has  a  therapeutical  influence  over  this  morbid  mj'omatous  tissue. 
This  agent  is  muriate  of  ammonia.  Dose  ten  grains  three  times  a 
day.  It  must  be  employed  uninterruptedly  for  a  long  time.  I  have 
persisted  in  its  daily  use  for  years.  Sometimes  I  have  noticed  its 
good  effects  in  a  few  months ;  at  others  not  for  one,  two,  or  three 
years ;  and  again  no  results  have  followed  its  use.  What  may  be 
considered  valuable  and  safe  in  this  remedy  is  that  in  such  doses 
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it  never  impairs  the  general  health.  Why  muriate  of  ammonia 
should  prove  beneficial  in  some  cases  of  fibroid  tumor,  and  not  in 
others,  I  cannot  explain.  Perhaps,  in  these  exceptional  cases,  the 
abnormal  fibroid  deposit  may  be  associated  with  inflammatory  and 
other  conditions,  on  which  its  existence  depends,  and  which  being 
relieved  by  *the  treatment,  the  tumor  will  disappear.  Coexisting 
with  fibroid  tumors  of  the  uterus  there  frequently  is  granular  in- 
flammation of  the  OS  and  cervical  canal,  which  requires  the  usual 
speculum  treatment. 

Occasionally  the  uterus  becomes  so  enlarged  by  these  fibroid 
deposits  as  to  fill  up  the  pelvic  cavity,  and  by  its  pressure  upon  the 
bladder,  rectum,  bloodvessels,  and  nerves  to  cause  great  distress. 
In  such  a  case  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  elevate  it  above  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis,  so  that  it  may  rest  upon  the  pubic  bone.  Again, 
it  may  be  too  small  to  be  kept  in  such  a  position,  and  yet  so  large 
that  its  weight  upon  the  pelvic  organs  may  cause  great  incon- 
venience. In  this  case,  after  having  removed  all  inflammatory 
symptoms,  great  relief  may  be  afibrded  by  giving  to  the  tumor  the 
mechanical  support  of  a  well-adapted  pessary. 

d.  Small  uterine  polypi. — Those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  treating 
female  diseases  frequently  meet  with  the  soft  polypus  growing 
from  the  os  and  cervical  canal,  and  less  frequently  the  fibroid 
polypus  projected  from  the  uterine  cavity.  When  these  bodies  are 
in  their  incipient  stage,  or  small  in  size,  they  can  be  brought 
readily  within  the  field  of  the  speculum,  so  that  they  can  be  seen 
suspended  by  their  pedicles.  They  are  usually  associated  with 
inflammation,  menorrhagia,  and  leucorrhoea.  The  small  body  may, 
while  the  speculum  is  in  place,  be  grasped  by  the  polypus  forceps 
and  removed  by  torsion,  or  its  pedicle  may  be  severed  by  the  bis- 
toury or  scissors.  Afterward  the  stump  should  be  seared  by  some 
form  of  caustic.  A  troublesome  train  of  symptoms  will  often  dis- 
appear after  their  removal.  Very  often,  however,  these  bodies  are 
accompanied  with  a  congested  state  of  the  uterus,  or  with  granular 
inflammation,  which  requires  subsequent  treatment  with  the  aid  of 
the  speculum. 

e.  Fungosities  of  the  uterus. — A  disease,  little  known  to  the  pro- 
fession, exceedingly  obstinate  to  ordinary  treatment,  and  very 
disastrous  to  the  patient,  is  denominated  fungosities  of  the  uterus. 
It  consists  of  small  polypoids,  or  of  fungous  excrescences  in  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus,  or  of  a  spongy  condition  of  its  lining  mem- 
brane, and  causes  inveterate  hemorrhage.  When  a  patient  has  been 
under  treatment  for  months  for  obstinate  menorrhagia — having 
been  faithfully  treated  by  styptics  by  the  mouth,  the  rectum,  and 
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vagina;  having  been  tamponed,  and  even  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 
injected,  with  only  temporary  relief — the  existence  of  this  disease 
may  be  suspected.  On  examining  by  the  touch  no  adequate  cause 
for  this  constant  bleeding  may  be  found :  no  malposition,  no  hyper- 
trophy, no  induration,  no  fibroid  tumors,  no  polypi ;  and  should 
you  employ  the  speculum,  the  uterus — apart  from  its  paleness — 
may  be  seen  to  be  perfectly  healthy  in  appearance,  while  blood  may 
be  noticed  oozing  from  its  interior.  Should  you  satisfy  yourself 
further  that  there  can  be  no  remains  of  a  blighted  ovum,  or  any 
hydatid  occupying  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  you  may  safely  act 
upon  the  supposition  that  the  menorrhagia  is  dependent  upon  the 
presence  of  fungosities.  In  order  to  arrest  the  hemorrhage  these 
fungosities  must  be  removed.  This  is  accomplished  by  passing  the 
uterine  curette  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  through  the  speculum, 
and  scooping  off  these  bodies  from  its  whole  surface.  This  will 
arrest  the  hemorrhage.  It  may  be,  however,  that  these  excrescences 
are  more  polypoidal  in  character,  and  too  large  or  too  firm  to  be 
removed  in  this  way.  In  that  event  it  is  best  to  dilate  the  cervical 
canal  by  tents  of  compressed  sponge  or  prepared  sea-tangle  until 
it  is  sufficiently  open  to  allow  the  introduction  of  the  finger  and  a 
small  polypus  or  placental  forceps,  by  which  they  may  be  seized 
and  removed  with  equally  good  results.  Should  the  treatment  be 
suspended  at  this  point,  the  hemorrhage  may  be  found  to  return  in 
a  few  weeks  or  months  in  consequence  of  a  reproduction  of  these 
troublesome  bodies.  To  make  the  cure  effectual  and  permanent, 
the  morbid  surface  must  be  treated,  at  proper  intervals,  by  the 
introduction  of  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver,  chromic  acid,  carbolic 
acid,  nitric  acid,  or  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury,  by  which  means  a 
healthy  action  may  be  re-established. 

f.  Scirrhoid  induration  of  the  uterus. — Another  condition,  in- 
volving more  particularly  the  interstitial  structure  of  the  os  and 
cervix,  and  occasionally  extending  to  the  body  of  the  uterus,  is 
scirrhoid  induration.  I  have  called  it  scirrhoid,  because  it  is  either 
heterologous  in  character,  or  is  usually  mistaken  for  an  incurable 
malignant  disease.  I  do  not  know  how  to  distinguish  this  con- 
dition of  the  cervix  from  scirrho-cancer,  excepting  that  by  proper 
treatment  the  patient  will  get  well.  Whether  it  is  the  incipient 
stage  of  carcinoma,  preceding  the  stage  of  ulceration,  and  curable 
in  consequence  of  appropriate  and  timely  treatment,  or  whether  it 
is  entirely  benign  in  character,  I  know  not.  But  I  have  success- 
fully treated  several  patients,  whose  disease,  both  by  myself  and 
some  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  Philadelphia,  has  been 
pronounced  carcinoma  and  incurable.    In  these  cases  the  diagnosis 
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was  afterward  considered  erroneous,  only  because  the  patient  re- 
covered. Sometimes  one  lip,  sometimes  both  lips,  may  be  enlarged 
and  indurated,  at  others  the  whole  cervix  may  be  nodulated  and 
scirrhous,  with  marked  divisions  in  the  os,  and  again  there  may  be 
a  general  enlargement  and  hardening  of  the  whole  uterus.  Asso- 
ciated with  this  condition  we  may  have  ordinary  granular  inflam- 
mation of  the  OS  and  cervical  canal,  although  this  is  not  usual. 

To  conduct  the  treatment  of  scirrhoid  induration  of  the  uterus 
to  fi  cure,  however,  is  a  very  slow  process.  The  strong  glycerole 
of  iodine  and  iodide  of  potassium  should  be  applied  to  the  hardened 
surface  every  four  days,  and  when  granular  inflammation  of  the  os 
and  cervix  coexists  the  nitrate  of  silver  should  be  applied  to  the 
inflamed  parts  at  every  alternate  visit,  or  every  eight  daytf.  This 
local  treatment  alone  is  not  sufficient  to  accomplish  a  cure  of  this 
disease.  Constitutional  remedies  must  be  used.  The  great  agent 
in  this,  as  in  all  diseases  of  a  malignant  character,  is  arsenic. 
Arsenic  given  in  small  doses,  so  as  not  to  irritate  the  stomach  or 
produce  its  specific  action,  and  continued  for  an  indefinite  period, 
has  a  most  powerful  influence  over  cancerous  cachexia,  and  will 
frequently  so  modify  the  pathological  condition  of  the  system  as 
to  prevent  the  deposit  of  the  cancer  cell,  and  in  this  way  may  ex- 
tinguish the  disease.  The  preparation  that  I  am  in  the  habit  of  using 
is  Fowler's  solution,  or  the  arsenite  of  potassa.  The  maximum 
dose  is  three  drops,  the  quantity  to  be  regulated  by  its  effects  upon 
the  stomach,  always  reducing  it  to  an  amount  that  will  produce  no 
gastric  irritability.  The  arsenite  of  soda  may  be  substituted  for 
Fowler's  solution,  and  is  supposed  to  be  more  acceptable  to  the 
stomach. 

g.  Dysmenorrhoea  and  Sterility, — The  speculum  may  also  be 
advantageously  used  in  the  treatment  of  the  mechanical  causes  of 
dysmenorrhoea  and  sterility.  After  the  cure  of  ordinarj'  granular 
inflammation  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri,  it  not  unfrequently  occurs 
that  patients  who  have  suffered  for  years  from  painful  menstruation 
are  entirely  free  from  pain,  and  that  those  who  have  been  barren 
conceive  and  bear  children.  This,  however,  is  not  the  condition  to 
which  I  wish  to  refer  under  this  heading.  It  is  entirely  mechani- 
cal,— a  contracted  os,  or  a  strictured  cervical  canal.  It  might 
embrace  flexions  and  curvatures  of  the  uterus,  but  as  these  mal- 
formations usually  coexist  with  inflammation,  they  are  not  intended 
to  be  included.  The  mechanical  'causes  of  dysmenorrhoea  and 
sterility  may  be  either  congenital  or  accidental,  and  their  effects 
are  onl}'  manifested  after  the  age  of  puberty.  The  condition  of  the 
uterus  is  readily  ascertainable  by  means  of  the  speculum  and  the 
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sound.  If  contraction  and  stricture  exist,  free  from  inflammation, 
or  if  they  should  continue  after  inflammation  has  been  relieved, 
we  may  know  that  dysmenorrhoea  and  sterility  should  result  as  a 
natural  consequence. 

The  treatment  recommended  has  been  the  bougie,  sponge  tents, 
and  section.  The  bougie  can  accomplish  nothing.  Sponge  tents 
and  sea-tangle  will  dilate  the  parts  to  any  desirable  extent,  but 
when  their  use  is  abandoned,  the  parts  again  return  to  their  original 
condition,  and  the  cure  is  not  permanent.  The  most  speedy, 
satisfactory,  and  certain  mode  of  treatment  is  section.  When  the 
speculum  is  in  position  a  small  concealed  bistoury  may  be  passed 
through  the  strictured  portion  of  the  cervical  canal,  then  opened 
aud  withdrawn,  cutting  its  way  out  on  the  side.  Again  it  may  be 
introduced,  and  the  section  repeated  on  the  other  side.  Or,  a  better 
instrument — the  double  uterotome — may  finish  the  section  by  one 
operation.  Subsequent  treatment  is  now  required  to  prevent  the 
re-union  of  these  cut  surfaces.  This  consists  in  using,  at  proper 
intervals,  the  uterine  dilator  for  several  weeks,  which  prevents  the 
adhesion  of  the  divided  surfaces,  and  maintains  the  channel  patulous, 
until  the  enlarged  canal  is  entirely  healed,  and  covered  over  by 
mucous  membrane.    The  relief  now  is  permanent. 

h.  The  absence  of  uterine  disease. — In  the  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment of  disease,  it  is  equally  as  important  to  decide  upon  the  absence 
of  morbid  action  in  certain  organs,  as  it  is  upon  its  presence  in  others 
— the  negative  testimony  in  the  former  being  as  valuable  as  the 
positive  evidence  in  the  latter.  This  observation  will  peculiarly 
apply  to  the  diseases  of  females.  Occasionally  the  physician  is 
consulted  by  a  patient,  who,  controlled  by  some  phantasm,  or  really 
suffering  by  disease  in  other  organs,  will  insist  upon  the  presence 
of  uterine  disease.  As  her  convictions  are  strong,  she  will  not 
readily  yield  her  opinion  without  the  best  evidence  to  the  contrary. 
Here  an  examination  by  the  speculum  is  necessary  to  decide  the 
question  and  to  set  at  rest  the  hallucinations  of  the  patient's  mind. 
It  is  equally  advantageous  to  the  physician,  for,  in  disclosing  a 
healtliy  uterus,  it  at  once  directs  his  attention  into  another  channel 
for  the  cause  of  existing  symptoms,  or  at  least  prevents  him  using 
fruitless  efforts  in  treating  a  nonentity. 

I  have  thus  given  a  very  general  view  of  the  use  of  the  speculum 
in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  uterine  diseases,  and  thrown  out 
a  few  hints  which  my  own  observation  has  proved  to  be  practically 
important.  This  paper,  as  I  am  fully  aware,  is  very  imperfect  in 
many  of  its  details,  and  yet  it  is  of  too  great  length  if  the  pointa 
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discussed  do  not  interest  you.    In  conclusion  I  will  state  the  fol- 
lowing propositions : — 

1.  The  speculum  uteri  is  of  little  or  no  use  in  the  diagnosis  of 
the  following  diseases  of  the  uterus : — Carcinoma,  induration,  hy- 
pertrophy, fibroid  tumors,  large  polypi,  prolapsus,  procidentia, 
retro-  and  ante-version,  and  retro-  and  ante-flexion.  To  these  may 
be  added  inflammation  of  the  uterine  appendages,  hsematocele, 
pelvic  cellulitis,  and  pelvic  tumor. 

2.  It  is  of  more  or  less  use  in  the  diagnosis  of  congestion,  in- 
flammation, and  ulceration  of  the  uterus;  of  small  polypi;  of 
many  of  the  causes  of  leucorrhoea,  amenorrhoea,  dysmenorrhoea, 
monorrhagia,  chlorosis,  hysteria,  sterility,  abortion,  malpositions, 
versions,  and  flexions  of  the  uterus;  and  of  vaginitis.  « 

3.  The  speculum  is  of  little  or  no  use  in  the  treatment  of  ad- 
vanced carcinoma,  fibroid  tumors,  large  polypi,  inflammation  of  the 
uterine  appendages,  hematocele,  cellulitis,  and  pelvic  tumors. 

4.  It  is  of  more  or  less  use  in  the  treatment  of  the  following 
diseases  of  the  uterus: — Inflammation,  ulceration,  induration,  hy- 
pertrophy, small  polypi,  fungosities,  incipient  carcinoma,  cancer  of 
the  interior  of  the  uterus,  the  usual  causes  of  irritability,  leucor- 
rhoea, amenorrhoea,  dysmenorrhoea,  menorrhagia,  sterility,  abortion, 
malpositions,  flexions,  and  versions ;  and  of  vaginitis. 

5.  The  use  of  the  speculum  is  indispensable  for  the  definite  diag- 
nosis and  the  effective  treatment  of  inflammation  and  ulceration  of 
the  cervix  uteri — ^the  most  common  form  of  uterine  disease,  and 
the  prolific  cause  of  a  large  number  of  female  disorders. 

6.  The  proper  use  of  the  speculum,  both  in  diagnosticating  and 
treating  uterine  diseases,  is  not  incompatible  with  a  due  sense  of 
propriety. 

7.  A  patient,  afflicted  with  a  curable  disease,  should  not  be  sub- 
jected to  useless  or  injurious  medication,  or  allowed  to  suffier  a  life- 
time of  ills,  through  the  prudery  or  false  delicacy  of  her  medical 
adviser. 

8.  In  the  language  of  our  code  of  ethics,  ^Hhe  female  sex 
should  never  allow  feelings  of  shame  or  delicacy  to  prevent  theit 
disclosing  the  seat,  symptoms,  and  causes  of  complaints  peculiar 
to  them.  However  commendable  a  modest  reserve  may  be  in  the 
common  occurrences  of  life,  its  strict  observance  in  medicine  is 
often  attended  with  the  most  serious  consequences,  and  a  patient 
may  sink  under  a  painful  and  loathsome  disease,  which  might  have 
been  readily  prevented  had  timely  intimation  been  given  to  the 
physician." 
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9.  It  is  the  daty  of  every  physician  to  treat  the  organ  diseased 
by  the  best  means  experience  has  established. 

10.  In  the  investigation  of  disease  mere  surmise  or  conjecture 
shonld  never  be  substituted  for  our  perceptive  faculties,  where  the 
latter  can  be  employed. 

11.  Every  accessible  organ,  when  diseased,  should  be  carefully 
examined  in  making  out  a  diagnosis. 

12.  If  there  be  a  question  of  morals  involved  in  the  use  of  the 
speculum  uteri,  I  will  state  it  in  the  following  words :  that  course 
is  right  and  best,  in  the  treatment  of  female  diseases,  which  aims 
at  and  accomplishes  the  greatest  good  to  the  patient.  The  sufferer 
demands  that  course,  and  we  are  under  a  moral  and  professional 
obligation  to  adopt  it. 
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FORM  OF  COUNTY  REPORTS  TO  THE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA/ 


I.— CAUSBS  WHICH  MODIFY  THE  HEALTH  OP  THE  COUNTY. 

1.  Locality: 

Boundaries  of  Connty,  and  its  situation  in  the  State. 
Its  proximity  to  large  rivers  and  the  lakes;  to  mountain  ranges; 
their  direction  and  extent. 

2.  Hydrography  or  Drainaob: 

Size  and  direction  of  watercourses,  and  of  the  dividing  ridges 
or  water-sheds. 

Extent  of  river  bottom. 

Power  and  rapidity  of  streams;  danger  and  frequency  of  inun- 
dation. 

Quantity  of  marshy  or  springy  soil. 

Artificial  water  channels  and  reservoirs;  amount  of  lockage. 

3.  Topography: 

Area  and  mean  altitude  of  County. 

Population  and  their  lineage ;  chief  avocations. 

Location  and  size  of  principal  towns. 

General  character  of  surface ;  principal  valleys  and  eminences. 

Nature  and  extent  of  surface  destitute  of  vegetation,  tilled, 

covered  with  forest,  or  in  grass. 
Agricultural  produce;  kinds  of  timber;  effects  of  clearing  and 

of  drainage  on  climate;  extent  of  artificial  irrigation. 

4.  Geology: 

Geological  position,  actual  location,  dip,  direction,  and  extent 

of  the  different  formations. 
Character  of  soil,  subsoil,  and  subjacent  rock. 
Source  and  nature  of  water  used  for  domestic  purposes. 
Supply  of  water  to  towns;  kind  of  pipes  used  as  conduits. 
Map  with  geological  features  named,  and  colored  agreeably  to 

the  order  adopted  by  the  State  Geologist.* 

5.  Meteorology  :• 

Latitude,  longitude,  and  altitude  of  observer. 

■  See  printed  TransaetionSf  vol.  y.  p.  52. 

*  Inclose,  by  dotted  lines  with  proper  marghial  references,  those  sections  of  the 
conntj  in  which  epidemics  have  prevailed. 

s  Observers  for  the  Franklin  Institate,  Philadelphia,  as  well  as  for  the  Smith- 
•ooian  Institution,  Washington,  reside  in  a  nnmber  of  the  coanties,  and  would 
furnish  all  the  meteorological  information  required.    See  page  16,  Part  iii.  1858* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


68  POEM  OF  COUNTY  BBP0ET8. 

Barometric,  thermometric,  and  hygrometric  states  of  the  atmosphere 
for  every  day  in  the  year,  indicating,  in  columns,  the  amount  in 
inches,  of  rain,  hail,  and  snow. 

II.— MORTUARY  TABLES.* 

1.  Mortality: 

From  fevers ;  from  measles,  smallpox,  and  varioloid. 
From  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  air-passages. 
From  diseases  of  the  nervous  system. 
From  diseases  of  the  organs  of  nutrition. 
From  diseases  of  the  urino-genital  organs. 

2.  Causes  assigned  for  death  where  the  number  exceeds  10  per  cent. 

of  the  whole. 

8.  Quarterly  Tables,  showing  the  whole  number  of  deaths  of  white 
and  of  colored  persons  under  1  year,  from  1  to  2,  from  2  to 
5,  from  5  to  10,  from  10  to  15,  from  15  to  20,  and  for  every 
decennial  period  over  20. 

_  in.— PREVALENT  DISEASES.* 
J.  Epidemics  and  Endemics  of  the  year: 

Their  origin  and  march ;  apparently  contagious  or  not ;  how 
affected  by  race,  age,  sex,  temperament,  avocation,  circum- 
fusa,  ingesta,  and  the  density  of  population. 

2.  Fevers: 

Intermittent  and  remittent ;  their  frequency  as  compared  with 

that  of  former  years. 
Typhus  and  typhoid  fevers;  smallpox;  benefits  of  vaccination ; 

measles;  scarlatina. 

8.  Other  Diseases  : 

Observations  on  their  etiology,  pathology,  and  therapeutics. 
Peculiarity  of  type  or  tendency. 

Number  of  cases,  and  a  comparison  of  it  with  that  of  other 
years. 

4.  Miscellaneous: 

Medical  effects  of  indigenons  plants,  and  of  new  remedies. 
Facts  of  interest  in  surgery  and  obstetrics. 
Notices  of  members  deceased  during  the  year. 
List  of  oflOicers  and  members. 

1  If,  as  18  to  be  feared  in  many  counties,  the  materials  for  this  classification 
cannot  be  obtained,  the  reporter  is  requested  to  approximate  as  oloselj  to  it  as 
his  means  of  information  will  admit. 

*  In  describing  oa^es,  give  the  age,  sex,  condition,  and  location  of  patient, 
season  of  year,  treatment,  and  termination. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ALLEGHENY  CODNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


During  the  past  year,  which  has  been,  on  the  whole,  a  prosperous 
one  for  our  Society,  two  new  features  in  its  working  have  been 
introduced.  Under  the  organic  laws  of  the  Society  but  four 
quarterly  meetings  were  held ;  now  we  have  eight  additional  or 
special  meetings,  making  twelve  monthly  meetings  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  These  special  meetings  are  set  apart  for  clinical  reports 
and  discussions,  and  the  presentation  of  patients  suffering  from 
unusual  forms  of  disease.  A  second  innovation  is  the  institution 
of  three  new  committees  to  report  at  the  special  meetidgs,  a  Com- 
mittee on  Health  and  Disease,  a  Committee  on  Meteorology,  and  a 
Committee  on  New  Remedies.  Members  have  had  their  attention 
drawn  to  many  new  articles  in  the  Materia  Medica,  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Committee  on  Intelligence. 

We  glean  from  the  minute  book  of  the  Society  the  following 
items  of  interest.  Dr.  George  D.  Bruce  reported  a  case  of  poisoning; 
the  patient,  a  lady  forty-three  years  of  age, having  taken,  by  mistake 
for  solution  of  morphia,  two  drachms  of  tincture  of  aconite  root. 
Emetics  of  mustard  and  sulphate  of  zinc  were  administered  half 
an  hour  after  the  drug  was  swallowed,  but  not  until  it  had  produced 
alarming  poisonous  effects.  The  stomach  having  been  washed  out 
by  the  emetics,  whiskey,  brandy,  and  champagne  were  administered 
in  tablespoonful  doses,  at  intervals  of  three  and  five  minutes  until, 
after  the  expiration  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  the  pulse  returned  at  the 
wrist.  About  three  pints  of  brandy  and  whiskey  were  given  in 
the  space  of  six  hours,  after  which  time  the  patient  was  considered 
out  of  danger,  and  complete  recovery  took  place  in  a  few  days, 
both  from  the  effects  of  the  drug^  and  from  the  illness. 

The  use  of  the  hydrate  of  chloral  in  tetanus,  is  spoken  of  favor- 
ably by  all  who  have  used  it.  In  one  case,  ninety  grains  of  chloral 
with  half  a  grain  of  morphia  were  administered,  producing  a  perfect 
cure.  In  other  cases  it  had  a  very  perceptible  effect  in  lengthening 
the  intervals  between  the  paroxysms. 

Bromide  of  potassium  has  been  used,  as  was  believed,  with  favor- 
VOL.  iz.  6 
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able  eflfects  in  all  stages  of  smallpox.  Dr.  Wood,  of  Birmingham, 
used  it  in  quite  a  number  of  cases  with  marked  benefit.  Its  modus 
operandi  seems  to  be  to  moderate  the  cerebral  excitement,  to  allay 
fever  and  thirst,  and,  what  was  considered  more  important,  to 
produce  an  abortive  effect  upon  the  pustules;  desquamation  taking 
place  with  more  ease  and  less  pitting. 

The  advantage  of  the  wire  loop  over  organic  ligatures  for  the 
occlusion  of  arteries  without  severing  them,  and  thereby  preventing 
secondary  hemorrhage,  has  been  demonstrated  in  a  case  presented 
before  the  Society,  in  which  the  brachial  artery  was  tied  for  the 
purpose  of  controlling  an  obstinate  and  persistent  hemorrhage  from 
the  palmar  arch,  resulting  from  an  abscess  on  the  palmar  surface 
of  the  hand.  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock  operated  by  cutting  down  upon 
the  artery.  With  the  aid  of  a  curved  needle  a  wire  was  then  passed 
around  the  vessel,  the  ends  of  the  wire  loop  were  passed  through 
the  muscular  tissues  one  inch  from  the  incision,  by  means  of  a 
needle,  and  then  secured  upon  the  outside  upon  a  small  cylinder  of 
wood ;  metallic  ligatures  were  used  to  close  the  incision.  The  loop 
was  not  removed  until  the  fourth  day.  No  hemorrhage  took  place 
after  the  operation,  and  the  young  man  has  now  a  serviceable  fore- 
arm and  hand. 

Smallpox  has  prevailed  throughout  the  county  during  the  year, 
gradually  increasing  in  the  earlier  months  until  it  became  epidemic 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Health  and  Disease,  Dr.  J.  McCann, 
chairman,  shows  that  in  the  last  six  months  the  deaths  from  all 
causes  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg  were  1610 ;  of  these  83  were  stillborn, 
402  from  smallpox,  the  balance,  1125,  from  all  other  causes.  The 
disease  reached  its  greatest  mortality  in  October,  when  the  deaths 
from  it  were  103  out  of  a  total  of  301.  We  give  below  a  synoptical 
table  of  the  increase  and  decline  of  variola  during  the  last  half  of 
the  year. 
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We  must  be  excused  if  we  lengthen  this  report  by  extracting 
from  the  report  of  this  Committee  for  October,  the  following: 
"  When  we  remember  that  this  report  only  includes  the  fatal  cases 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  proper  (Pittsburg),  and  that  the  dis 
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ease  has  been  equally  prevalent  in  our  sister  city  and  in  our  suburbs, 
it  is  at  once  apparent  that  it  exhibits  only  a  moiety  of  the  deaths 
from  this  source,  occurring  in  our  immediate  neighborhood. 

"That  there  is  a  so-called  '  epidemic  influence'  prevailing,  is  evi- 
dent from  the  fact  that  while  the  larger  majority  of  fatal  cases 
have  occurred  among  those  unprotected  by  vaccination  ;  such  cases 
have  also  occurred  in  persons  who  bore  well-defined  vaccine  scars 
upon  their  persons. 

"  In  addition  to  this,  persons  previously  vaccinated,  and  even 
persons  who  have  had  varioloid,  have  been  affected  strongly  by  the 
vaccine  virus,  and  this  susceptibility  has  been  unusually  apparent. 

"In  regard  to  the  type  of  the  disease,  it  may  be  briefly  stated,  that, 
while  the  type  varied  with  the  individual  attacked,  the  majority 
of  those  who  were  not  protected  by  a  previous  vaccination  had  the 
disease  in  a  most  violent  form  and  speedily  succumbed. 

"In  some  cases  the  disease  early  assumed  the  hemorrhagic  form^ 
the  patients  bleeding  from  the  lungs,  stomach,  kidneys,  and  bowels, 
and  the  spots  of  eruption  becoming  ecchymosed  blotches,  the  face 
looking  as  if  it  had  been  beaten ;  the  quantity  of  blood  lost  by  a 
patient  in  a  few  hours  was  often  very  great,  and  was  attended  by 
extreme  depression  of  vital  force.  Death  usually  occurred  twenty- 
four  hours  after  the  supervention  of  this  symptom. 

"  During  the  prevalence  of  this  epidemic,  several  cases  of  variolous 
fever  have  occurred,  unattended  by  eruption ;  these  cases  exhibited 
all  the  symptoms  of  variola,  but  at  the  time  the  eruption  should 
have  appeared,  the  fever  subsided  and  convalescence  quickly  ensued. 

"  Your  Committee  have  not  met  with  or  heard  of  a  well-authenti- 
cated case  of  variola  in  a  recently  vaccinated  person,  and  but  one 
case  of  varioloid ;  this  occurred  in  a  lad  five  years  old,  who  had 
been  vaccinated  when  an  infant,  and  revaccinated  in  September.  He 
took  the  vaccine  disease  perfectly,  notwithstanding  his  previous 
vaccination.  About  six  weeks  afterward,  he  had  varioloid  in  a  very 
mild  form.". 

We  would  add  to  the  above  extracts  the  fact  that  no  section  of 
the  county  has  been  free  from  variola.  It  has  prevailed  among  all 
classes,  and  in  all  situations. 

J.  C.  MAmiNI,  M.D. 
Chairman  of  Committee, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BEAVER  CODNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


There  has  been  but  little,  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  Beaver 
County,  (luring  the  past  year,  to  distinguish  it  from  its  usually 
healthy  condition  in  former  years,  except  the  more  than  usual  prev- 
alence of  variola  and  varioloid,  which  made  their  appearance  first 
in  July,  in  the  township  of  North  Sewickley,  the  northeasteni  part 
of  the  county.  There  were  here  several  cases,  generally  of  a 
mild  type ;  the  only  fatal  one  was  that  of  J.  M.  Witherow,  a  phy- 
sician who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resided,  and  had  an  extensive  and  lucrative  country  practice.  He 
was  not  a  member  of  the  medical  society,  his  location  being  some- 
what isolated. 

His  professional  ability  was  not  very  well  known  to  other  physi- 
cians of  the  county,  but  he  had  acquired  considerable  reputation, 
and  his  loss  was  much  lamented  by  the  community  in  which  he 
lived.  He  was  attended  by  Drs.  Jackson  and  Stanton,  from  whose 
report  it  appears  that  this  case  belonged  to  one  of  the  most  violent 
forms  of  this  terrible  disease ;  he  became  delirious  soon  after  the 
attack,  and  remained  so  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
thirteenth  day  after  the  attack. 

The  most  unaccountable  part  of  the  history  of  the  case  is,  that 
a  physician  who,  after  attending  a  regular  course  of  study,  should 
enter  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  continue  it  for  some 
fifteen  years,  without  ever  being  vaccinated  (except  in  childhood), 
and  without  having  any  protection  whatever  from  so  terrible  a  dis- 
ease as  smallpox.  Such  neglect  or  ignorance  might  be  excused  in 
others,  but  could  hardly  be  in  a  physician  who  should  have  been 
acquainted  with  the  prophylactic  virtues  of  vaccination.  After  this, 
the  disease  made  its  appearance  successively  in  diflerent  parts  of 
the  county,  but  subsided  again  after  attacking  a  few  persons  who 
were  directly  exposed  to  its  contagion.  Vaccination  (which  became 
general)  and  separation  of  the  patients  from  all  persons  except  at- 
tendants, soon  arrested  its  progress,  and  prevented  it  from  becoming 
epidemic.    Four  diflbrent  times  it  broke  out  in  New  Brighton  (my 
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place  of  residence)  but  ceased  after  attacking  a  few  persons  who  were 
immediately  exposed.  In  this  way  it  visited  almost  every  portion 
of  the  county  within  a  period  of  eight  months.  It  was  of  a  more 
malignant  type  than  at  any  other  time  within  my  recollection.  In 
a  large  percentage  of  persons  who  had  never  been  vaccinated,  and  of 
those  who  had  not  been  for  twenty  or  thirty  years,  it  proved  fatal. 

Experience  of  the  past  demonstrates  the  importance  of  frequent 
revaccinations ;  I  was  vaccinated  at  least  fifty  years  ago ;  after 
commencing  the  practice  of  medicine  (which  is  over  thirty  years) 
I  vaccinated  myself  repeatedly  for  some  twenty  years,  but  without 
any  effect,  during  which  time  I  was  repeatedly  exposed  to  the  small- 
pox, without  taking  it ;  after  the  excitement  commenced  last  year, 
caused  by  the  disease,  I  again  vaccinated  myself,  and  it  took  with 
good  effect,  passing  through  the  regular  course.  I  have  attended 
a  number  of  cases  of  variola  since  with  perfect  safety,  but  believe 
that  if  I  had  been  exposed  last  year,  before  vaccination,  I  should 
have  taken  it. 

I  vaccinated  a  large  number  of  old  persons  who  had  not  been 
vaccinated  for  a  number  of  years  (some  of  them  I  knew  had  been 
exposed  to  the  contagion  before),  and  in  almost  every  case  it  took. 
Some  of  them  were  afterward  exposed  to  variola  without  harm. 

These  observations  have  satisfied  me  that  a  person  may  be  fully 
protected  from  the  contagion  of  smallpox  at  one  time,  and  after  a 
term  of  years  take  it,  if  exposed.  The  treatment  that  appeared  to 
be  moat  successful  was  generous  diet,  with  antiseptic  and  support, 
ing  remedies. 

Scarlet  fever  has  prevailed  in  some  portions  of  the  county  during 
the  fall,  winter,  and  spring,  but  has  not  been  general;  it  commenced 
in  a  mining  district,  about  two  miles  east  of  New  Brighton  in 
October,  and  continued  till  January  ;  I  attended  some  thirty  cases, 
about  two-thirds  of  which  were  of  the  simple  variety,  and  needed 
but  little  treatment;  the  balance  were  scarlatina  anginosa.  Except 
two  cases  that  assumed  a  malignant  type,  they  all  recovered.  The 
treatment  was  commenced  by  giving  a  cathartic  of  calomel,  with 
which  I  generally  combined  a  portion  of  santonin;  after  this  I 
gave  a  saturated  solution  of  chlorate  of  potassa,  dose  from  5  j  to 
5s8  (in  proportion  to  age)  every  two  hours;  also  the  following: 
B,  Acid,  carbolic,  gr.  x;  aqua  cassia,  f^j.  M.  S.  Take  fh)m  six  to 
ten  drops  every  four  hours;  the  sol.  argenti  nitrat.  gr.  x  to  the 
ounce,  was  applied  to  the  throat  three  times  a  day.  After  the 
third  day,  in  severe  cases,  I  gave  sulphate  of  quinine  and  infusion 
of  senega.  In  February  and  March,  this  disease  broke  out  in  a 
portion  of  Pulaski  and  North  Sewickley  townships,  and  must  have 
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been  of  a  more  malignant  form.  In  one  family  of  six  children, 
four  died,  three  of  them  in  one  day,  and  other  cases  in  the  neigh- 
borhood proved  fatal.  They  were  attended  by  homoeopathists  and 
physicians  who  are  not  members  of  the  society,  and  consequently 
I  have  no  authentic  report  from  that  locality.  It  also  prevailed  at 
Homewood  and  its  vicinity  during  March  and  April,  and  several 
fatal  cases  occurred.  The  only  peculiarity  that  distinguished  this 
from  other  epidemics  of  this  disease,  was,  that  the  affection  of  the 
throat  in  severe  cases  assumed  a  diphtheritic  character. 

On  the  fifth  of  February,  187 2, 1  attended  Mrs.  M—  in  her  fifth 
labor,  which  was  natural  and  of  about  three  hours'  duration ;  the  mem- 
branes remained  entire  until  within  a  short  time  before  delivery;  the 
child  was  male,  large,  and  apparently  healthy.  About  twenty-four 
hours  after  birth  the  mother  observed  a  small  tumefaction  on  the 
left  parietal  protuberance,  and  a  less  one  on  the  right  side.  On  the 
third  day  she  called  my  attention  to  it.  The  tumefaction  on  the 
left  side  was  then  about  two  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  and  was 
soft  and  fluctuating;  the  one  on  the  right  side  was  smaller,  but  of 
the  same  character.  The  child  remained  apparently  well,  nursed 
freely,  had  regular  evacuations,  and  seemed  to  be  doing  well  until 
Wednesday  the  fourteenth,  when  it  refused  to  nurse,  and  exhibited 
symptoms  of  cerebral  oppression.  I  explored  the  tumor  with  a 
needle,  and  found  it  to  contain  blood,  which  continued  to  escape 
from  the  orifice  for  several  hours,  and  from  appearances  to  the  ex- 
tent of  an  ounce  or  more.  On  the  fifteenth  the  child  had  slight 
spasms ;  the  tumor  was  now  more  elevated  in  the  centre,  and  firmer. 
The  child  died  Thursday  morning  the  sixteenth,  the  seventh  day 
after  birth. 

Post  Mortem. — The  tumor  extended  from  the  sagittal  suture  to 
the  ear,  and  as  far  back  as  the  lambdoidal  suture.  On  opening  it, 
I  found  it  to  consist  of  a  large  and  firm  clot  of  blood,  lying  between 
the  bone  and  the  pericranium — about  three  inches  in  diameter  and 
three-fourths  of  an  inch  in« thickness.  On  removing  it,  I  found  the 
bone  entirely  denuded  of  its  membrane;  It  was  perfectly  ossified 
and  firm,  the  blood  had  come  in  with  sufficient  force  to  separate  the 
membrane  from  the  bone  and  raise  it  up,  forming  a  flattened  sac ; 
the  membrane  was  strong  and  firm ;  from  what  source  the  blood  had 
been  supplied  did  not  fully  appear ;  I  could  not  find  any  enlarged 
vessels  leading  to  it.  The  tumor  on  the  right  side  was  not  so  large, 
but  was  of  the  same  character ;  there  was  no  connection  between 
them.    The  cranium  was  not  opened. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Elliott,  of  Beaver  Falls,  reports  the  following  cases 
in  his  obstetrical  practice  i^- 
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Case  I.  August  12, 18T1,  was  called  to  Mrs.  H — ,  aged  eighteen 
years,  primipara.  Found  her  in  convulsions  of  a  marked  apoplectic 
variety;  the  os  dilated  to  about  one  inch  in  diameter;  soft  and  di- 
latable. Pulse  full  and  throbbing.  Drew  about  sixteen  ounces  of 
blood;  consciousness  partially  returned  while  the  blood  was  flowing, 
but  she  soon  relapsed  to  her  former  condition.  Convulsions  re- 
turned, and  I  then  bled  her  again,  drawing  about  half  as  much  blood 
as  before ;  os  still  dilating  rapidly,  contractions  pretty  good ;  sent 
for  forceps  and  applied  them  without  diflSculty,  and  soon  delivered 
her  of  a  living  child.  The  convulsions  still  continuing,  I  applied 
pounded  ice  to  the  head,  and  ordered  B  Hyd.  chlo.  mit.  gr.  ij ; 
Pulv.  ipecac,  gr.  xxiv.  M.  Ft.  chart,  no.  viij.  Sig.  One  every  two 
hours.  August  13th.  Found  my  patient  this  morning  semi-coma- 
tose ;  has  had  no  convulsions  since  eleven  o'clock  last  night ;  at 
noon  bowels  had  moved  twice,  she  was  conscious^  and  sj^mptoms 
much  improved;  discontinued  the  powders,  and  ordered  R  Potass, 
bromid.  5ij;  Aqua  cassice,  f^iij.  M.  S.  Take  a  teaspoonful  every 
three  hours.  Her  symptoms  improved  rapidly,  and  she  made  a 
good  recovery ;  the  child  did  well. 

Case  II.  October  11, 18tl,  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  H — ,  aged  forty- 
one  years,  in  labor  with  her  fifth  child ;  found  the  os  fully  dilated. 
The  presentation  was  the  second  of  the  vertex;  had  strong  propulsive 
pains.  I  ruptured  the  membranes,  and  she  was  soon  delivered;  the 
expulsive  force  continued,  and  before  I  got  the  child  separated,  the 
placenta  with  uterus  were  both  expelled,  the  uterus  perfectly  in- 
verted ;  after  separating  the  child,  I  peeled  off  the  placenta,  then 
grasped  the  uterus  with  both  hands  and  forced  it  within  the  vulva, 
then  with  my  right  hand  (cone  shaped)  forced  up  until  I  felt  the 
fundus  return  to  its  proper  position,  and  kept  it  there  until  it  was 
expelled  by  the  contractions.  My  patient  feeling  faint,  I  gave  her 
tinct.  ergotae,  one  ounce,  and  ordered  vin.  ergot,  a  teaspoonful 
every  half  hour,  until  contractions  became  good.  Recovery  was 
rather  tedious,  but  safe."  Dr.  Elliott  concludes  by  stating  that  he 
has  had  more  tedious  labors  and  instrumental  cases  this  year  than 
in  any  previous  one  within  his  recollection. 

ISAAC  WINANS, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 


MEMOIR  OP  DR.  JOSEPH  LINNENBRINK,  1808-1871. 

The  family  of  Linnenbrinks  resided  for  many  years  in  the  city 
of  Paderborn,  Prussia,  where  in  the  year  1808,  on  the  26th  of  April, 
Joseph  Linnenbrink  was  born.    At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  was 
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left  an  orphan.  Up  to  this  time  he  had  attended  the  elementary 
school  of  Paderborn,  after  which  he  entered  the  world-renowned 
Academy  of  the  same  place,  and  finished  his  classical  studies.  An 
inheritance  (of  about  five  thousand  dollars),  enabled  him  to  enter 
upon  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  University  of  Miinster. 

After  finishing  the  course  of  study  there,  he  went  to  Leissen  (at 
that  time  a  famous  medical  school),  to  complete  his  studies,  where 
he  attended  two  courses  and  then  left  for  Berlin.  He  graduated 
at  the  University  there  and  passed  the  State  examination  one  year 
later,  which,  being  highly  satisfactory,  he  was  immediately  after- 
wards appointed  surgeon  of  the  30th  regiment  of  infantry  (then 
garrisoned  at  Luxemberg),  by  the  government  of  Prussia. 

Having  served  his  term  of  three  years,  he  went  to  Holland,  and 
was  appointed  surgeon  to  the  Marine  Hospital  at  the  Hague.  A 
year  or  so  later,  sickness  compelled  him  to  return  to  his  native 
place  (Paderborn),  whence  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
the  year  1834. 

He  landed  at  Baltimore,  journeyed  west,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Zelienople,  Butler  County,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Barbara  K.  Mueller. 

At  Zelienople,  Dr.  Linnenbrink  soon  formed  a  large  circle  of 
friends,  among  whom  was  the  late  Mr.  Rapp,  who,  after  the  death 
of  the  Economy  Society's  physician,  appointed  Dr.  L.  physician  of 
the  Society,  which  position  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In 
1864  he  became  a  resident  of  Rochester,  Beaver  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  died  on  September  5th,  1871.  Dr.  L.  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Beaver  County  Medical  Society.  His  health 
had  been  alwaj's  good  up  to  the  commencement  of  the  last  year  of 
his  life,  until  which  time  he  had  never  made  use  of  a  carriage  in  his 
professional  visits,  but  had  made  all  his  calls,  far  and  near,  on 
horseback. 

In  regard  to  his  character,  the  writer  does  not  deem  any  remarks 
necessary,  as  the  large  circle  of  his  acquaintances,  who  always  ap- 
preciated his  services,  bear  far  better  testimony  than  words  could  do. 
His  loss  was  much  regretted  both  by  the  community  and  by  his 
professional  friends.  To  his  practice  he  gave  a  well-stored  mind, 
and  a  heart  ever  in  sympathy  with  suffering  humanity ;  and  in  con- 
sultation, while  fully  devoted  to  the  interest  of  the  patient,  he  was 
the  soul  of  honor  toward  his  medical  brethren. 


MEMOIR  OP  DR.  DAVID  STANTON,  1829-1871. 

Dr.  David  Stanton  died  at  his  residence,  in  New  Brighton, 
Pennsylvania,  between  one  and  two  o'clock,  on  Sabbath  morning, 
November  6th,  1871.  On  Friday,  the  3d,  a  small  patch  of  erysipe- 
latous inflammation  appeared  on  his  left  cheek,  which  was  preceded 
by  a  slight  chill,  followed  by  moderate  febrile  reaction.  The  doctor 
apprehended  no  particular  trouble  from  it,  attending  to  his  pro- 
fessional calls  as  usual  during  the  day.  On  Saturday,  the  portion 
of  the  face  involved  in  the  disease  was  exceedingly  tender,  and  he 
complained  that  the  burning  in  it  gave  him  no  rest.    At  5  P.M. 
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the  erysipelas  involved  tlie  whole  of  the  cheek  and  one-half  of  the 
nose.  As  his  physician  was  leaving  him  he  remarked  that  he  had 
lost  so  much  sleep  for  several  nights  that  he  seemed  to  have  got 
past  his  rest  and  thought  it  best  to  take  a  small  hypodermic  injection 
of  morphia  to  enable  him  to  pass  the  night  comfortably.  His  phy- 
sician offered  to  give  him  the  injection,  but  he  said  he  would  ad- 
minister it  himself,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  take  it  until  near  bedtime. 
At  this  time  he  was  cheerful  and  manifested  no  excitement.  He 
was  not  confined  to  bed,  but  walked  about  the  room  with  almost 
his  usual  vigor.  He  took  the  injection  between  7  and  8  P.M.  in- 
serting it  deeply  into  the  arm  near  its  junction  with  the  shoulder. 
The  dose  of  morphia  taken  is  supposed  to  have  been  nearly  one  grain. 
After  injecting  the  morphia,  he  remained  cheerful  and  conversed 
pleasantly  with  his  family  and  calling  friends  for  nearly  two  hours, 
said  he  was  much  relieved,  and  that  if  he  had  taken  the  morphia  in 
the  morning  he  might  have  saved  himself  a  day's  suffering.  The 
only  unusual  thing  observed  in  his  condition  was  that  he  seemed  a 
little  abstracted  in  his  conversation,  and  miscalled  some  of  his 
friends.  About  half  past  nine  P.M.  his  wife  became  alarmed  at 
the  character  of  his  breathing,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  awake 
him  sent  quickly  for  neighboring  physicians.  Dr.  Winans  arrived 
about  ten  P.M.,  and  soon  after  Drs.  Keed,  Jackson,,  and  McKinney. 
They  found  the  doctor  bathed  in  a  profuse  perspiration,  with  pulse 
full  and  bounding,  breathing  stertorous  and  irregular,  and  profound 
stupor.  Soon  after,  the  heart's  action  became  feeble  and  irregular, 
the  pupils  of  the  eye  greatly  contracted,  and  his  extremities  became 
cold  and  clammy.  Extract  of  belladonna  was  injected  hypoder- 
mically  (deglutition  being  impossible),  with  the  result  of  dilating 
the  pupils,  but  Without  the  least  relief  to  the  symptoms.  Electro- 
magnetism  was  applied,  and  every  remedy  known  to  his  physicians, 
but  without  avaiL  He  continued  to  sink  until  half  past  one  o'clock 
on  Sabbath  morning,  when  he  expired. 

Dr.  David  Stanton  was  born  at  Salem,  Ohio,  June  9th,  1829,  and 
was  therefore  forty-two  years,  four  months,  and  twenty-six  days  old 
when  he  died.  His  father  was  Dr.  Benjamin  Stanton,  an  eminent 
and  pioneer  physician  of  that  place.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  that  thriving  town,  and  became  identified  with  its  early  history. 
He  was  a  skilful  and  successful  physician,  possessed  a  sound  and 
well  cultivated  mind  and  high  moral  character  which  made  him 
always  respected  by  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  His  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Townseud.  She  was  a  relative  of  the  Townsend 
family,  which  still  resides  in  New  Brighton,  Pennsylvania,  and 
whose  ancestors  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  that  place.  David 
was  their  sixth  child  and  third  son.  His  father,  an  accomplished 
scholar  himself,  devoted  much  time  to  the  education  of  his  children. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  particularly  brilliant  student,  and 
in  the  excellent  schools  of  Salem  was  always  among  the  most  pro- 
ficient. His  studies  were  mastered  with  such  ease  and  rapidity  that 
his  teachers  and  examiners  early  marked  him  as  a  youth  of  extra- 
ordinary promise.  When  quite  young,  he  commenced  his  medical 
studies  in  his  father's  ofiSce  in  Salem.  He  attended  two  full  courses 
of  lectures  at  the  Cleveland  Medical  College,  where  he  graduated  in 
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1850.  Afterwards  he  attended  the  regular  course  of  lectures  at  the 
JeflTerson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  term  of  1855  and  1856, 
at  the  close  of  which  he  graduated  with  honor.  In  1850,  Dr. 
Stanton  came  to  New  Brighton  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  the  office  of  his  brother-in-law,  Dr.  Charles  Weaver. 
The  latter  died  about  a  year  after  Dr.  Stanton's  settlement  there, 
and  the  doctor  succeeded  to  his  practice.  From  this  time  Dr. 
Stanton  applied  himself  to  his  profession  with  diligence  and  success, 
and  by  more  than  ordinary  professional  abilities,  and  his  engaging 
social  qualities,  obtained  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice,  sur- 
rounding himself  with  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  admirers.  In 
the  fall  of  1856,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  M.  Townsend,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Robert  Townsend  of  New  Brighton,  an  amiable 
and  intelligent  lady.  He  left  two  children  aged  thirteen  and  eleven 
years  respectively.  When  the  war  began  in  1861,  Dr.  Stanton 
tendered  his  services  to  the  governor  of  the  State,  who  appointed 
him  surgeon  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  For  eighteen 
months  he  served  with  his  regiment  in  the  field,  and  during  the  time, 
although  not  required  to  go  into  action,  he  participated  in  nearly 
every  engagement  in  which  his  regiment  took  part,  proving  himself 
as  brave  and  courageous  as  a  soldier  as  he  was  able  and  skilful  as  a 
surgeon.  In  February,  1863,  he  was  appointed  by  the  President, 
surgeon  of  U.  S.  Volunteers,  and  assigned  to  duty  as  superintendent 
of  hospitals,  where  he  gave  renewed  evidence  of  efficiency  and  a 
peculiar  aptitude  for  this  important  position.  He  was  subsequently 
promoted  to  the  post  of  Medical  Director  of  the  Department  in 
which  he  was  serving  (that  of  the  Ohio),  and  was  twice  brevetted 
by  the  President  for  faithful  and  meritorious  services.  After  four 
years  and  a  half  of  army  life,  he  resigned  his  commission  in  1866, 
and  returning  to  New  Brighton  resumed  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, in  wMch  he  was  actively  and  successfully  engaged  until  his 
untimely  and  unexpected  death.  In  May,  1871,  he  received  the 
nomination  of  the  Republican  party  for  Auditor-General  of  tbe 
State,  and  about  a  month  before  his  death  he  was  triumphantly 
elected  to  that  office  by  the  suffrages  of  the  people.  Dr.  Stanton 
was  honorable  and  courteous  in  his  intercourse  with  his  professional 
brethren,  and  enjoyed  their  confidence  both  as  to  skill  and  integrity 
of  character.  He  was  nearly  related  to  the  late  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 
and,  like  him,  was  distinguished  for  decision  of  character,  and  zeal 
and  diligence  in  the  discharge  of  duty.  One  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  Beaver  County  Medical  Society,  he  was  seldom  absent  from 
its  meetings,  and  contributed  his  due  share  toward  making  its 
meetings  interesting  and  instructive. 


OFFICERS. 
Not  supplied. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BRADFORD  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETT. 


The  Sanitary  Committee  having  failed  to  make  a  report  to  the 
State  Society,  the  Secretary  has  taken  upon  himself  the  responsi- 
bility of  giving  an  outline  of  the  epidemic  of  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis, prevalent  in  the  county  during  the  past  year. 

As  far  as  he  can  learn,  it  has  been  one  of  unusual  health;  no 
epidemic  having  prevailed  in  a  severe  form  excepting  that  just 
referred  to,  and  this  disease  presented  itself  in  a  milder  form  than 
usual,  as  indicated  by  the  number  of  deaths  caused  by  it.  I  have 
been  unable  to  ascertain  the  percentage  of  deaths,  but  judge,  from 
observations  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  that  it  is  less  than  forty 
per  cent.  Some  physicians  have  reported  a  large  number  of  cases 
treated,  and  no  deaths.  Where  this  is  the  case,  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  they  have  been  mistaken  in  their  diagnosis,  for  all  agree  who 
have  ever  seen  and  treated  it,  and  my  own  experience  corroborates 
this  view,  that  it  is  a  fearfully  fatal  disease,  even  in  the  mildest 
epidemics.  In  some  localities  nearly  every  case  proved  fatal.  Dr. 
Ames,  of  Alabama,  reports  sixty  per  cent,  of  deaths  in  an  epidemic 
that  prevailed  in  1848  in  that  State.  Dr.  Lefevre  says,  "  that 
eighty  per  cent,  died  in  an  epidemic  that  occurred  in  France  several 
years  since."  In  185T  it  made  its  appearance  in  Elmira,  New  York. 
The  mortality  was  very  great.  It  has  prevailed  there  during  the 
past  winter  and  spring,  but  I  think  less  severely  than  before.  Nu- 
merous instances  of  its  prevalence  and  fearful  fatality  might  be 
referred  to,  but  it  is  not  my  object  to  write  an  essay  on  the  disease ; 
but  to  speak  of  its  existence,  its  character,  and  some  of  the  promi- 
nent features  presented  in  the  present  epidemic,  with  a  brief  notice 
of  the  various  plans  of  treatment  adopted  by  different  physicians. 
In  1865  it  prevailed  to  some  extent  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county.  The  writer  treated  several  cases  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Susquehanna  River,  in  the  township  of  Litchfield.  A  severe  epi- 
demic was  prevailing  further  east  in  Susquehanna  and  Luzerne 
Counties,  but  it  did  not  appear  in  this  county  as  an  extensive 
epidemic  disease,  until  the  past  winter  and  spring,  nor  have  the 
cases  been  very  numerous,  considering  the  large  space  of  territory 
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it  has  occupied;  for  nearly  every  township  in  the  county  has  had 
a  few  well-marked  cases,  and  not  a  single  one  a  large  number.  I 
have  not  learned  that  it  made  its  appearance  before  December;  soon 
after,  cases  sprang  up  all  over  the  county.  Every  case  in  my  own 
practice,  and  I  think  every  one  I  have  heard  of,  was  ushered  in  by 
vomiting,  frequently  very  severe,  accompanied  with  more  or  less 
chilliness,  with  severe  pain  in  the  limbs,  head,  and  back,  and  great 
restlessness.  In  some  cases  delirium  appeared  early  and  continued 
until  death ;  in  others,  delirium  with  double  vision,  or  complete 
loss  of  sight  and  hearing.  The  loss  of  sight  was  usually  of  short 
duration,  but  not  so  with  loss  of  hearing.  I  know  of  five  or  six  cases 
that  had  the  disease  three  months  ago,  who  do  not  hear  at  all  yet,  and 
I  am  afraid  some  of  them  may  never  regain  this  sense.  Severe 
pain  is  not  unfrequently  felt  in  the  fore  part  of  the  head,  as  well 
as  the  back  part  of  the  head  and  neck.  The  head  is  in  most  cases 
drawn  back  upon  the  shoulders  in  from  twelve  to  thirty  ^ix  hours 
from  the  onset  of  the  disease.  In  some  instances  the  limbs  are 
stiflT,  and  are  flexed  with  difficulty.  The  action  of  the  heart  is 
usually  slower  than  normal,  and  not  unfrequently  quite  feeble,  and 
remains  so  for  days,  unless  the  patient  is  wild  and  delirious,  and 
exerts  himself  a  good  deal,  when  it  will  be  accelerated,  but  if  he 
remains  quiet  a  short  time,  it  falls  below  its  normal  state.  The 
nervous  system  is  evidently  suffering  from  inflammatory  action  in 
the  meninges  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord  ;  during  this  period  the 
temperature  of  the  body  is  fi:om  one  to  three  degrees  below  a  normal 
state ;  usually  if  the  case  terminates  fatally,  or  is  complicated  with 
inflammations  of  some  important  organ,  the  pulse  increases  in 
frequency.  Post-mortem  examinations  have  proved  beyond  a 
doubt  that  the  meninges  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord  are  inflamed, 
and  that  death  is  caused  by  this  inflammation,  but  some  consider 
the  inflammation  the  result  of  some  morbid  poison  in  the  system, 
manifesting  itself  in  these  local  inflammations.  Why  the  inflamma- 
tion should  select  these  membranes,  we  cannot  tell,  any  more  than 
we  can  say  why  it  is  that  in  diphtheria,  inflammation  attacks  the 
fauces  and  tonsils.  The  fact  we  know,  but  the  secret  disposition 
in  nature  which  produces  it,  we  may  never  know. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  physicians  differ ;  some  recom- 
mending  cathartics  freely,  either  mercurials  or  drastics  or  both, 
with  ice  to  the  nape  of  the  neck  and  spine.  Some  recommend 
morphine  freely,  while  others  almost  entirely  or  quite  repudiate  it. 
Some  are  bold  enough  to  recommend  bloodletting,  both  local  and 
general.    Counter-irritation  of  the  spine  is  used  by  many,  and  by 
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some,  stimulants.  It  does  not  appear  that  there  has  been  as  yet  a 
fixed  plan  of  treatment  for  this  very  formidable  disease.  On  the 
first  day  of  May  last,  the  Bradford  County  Medical  Society  met, 
and  the  afternoon  was  devoted  entirely  to  conversation  on  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis.  Each  member  gave  a  history  of  the  cases  tliat 
had  come  under  observation,  and  it  was  apparent  the  remedies  used 
in  successful  cases  were  quite  dissimilar. 

It  is  evident  that  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease  we  should  be 
governed  as  in  all  others  by  general  or  philosophic  principles.     If 
the  disease  were  simple  inflammation  of  the  meninges  of  the  brain 
and  spinal  cord  and  nothing  more,  depletion,  general  and  local, 
with  ice  to  the  neck  and  spine,  together  with  active  purges,  would 
be  the  correct  course;  but  the  condition  of  the  brain  seems  to 
indicate  more.    The  nervous  system  is  shocked  severely,  and  will 
not  bear  depletion.  Reaction  does  not  follow  its  use.    On  the  other 
hand,  warmth  to  the  extremities,  and  counter-irritants  to  the  spine 
and  neck,  with  friction  upon  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  aid  in 
restoring  the  equilibrium  of  the  circulation  and  produce  marked 
improvement.    A  judicious  use  of  opiates,  I  believe,  is  beneficial. 
They  certainly  greatly  relieve  pain  and  frequently  rally  the  failing 
nervous  energy.    I  have  never  used  morphine  hypodermically,  but 
if  a  case  presents  itself  again,  where  opiates  are  indicated,  I  shall 
not  fail  to  do  so.    The  bowels  are  almost  invariably  constipated 
and  frequently  require  cathartics.    I  have  used  calomel,  followed 
by  castor  oil  and  sometimes  enemas.    Stimulants  would  certainly 
appear  to  be  useful  when  the  pulse  is  slow  and  feeble  (which  is 
usually  the  case  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease),  and  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  body  below  par ;  but  although  I  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  using  whiskey  punch  and  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia  and  quinine 
in  small  doses,  I  have  never  thought  the  administration  of  much 
medicine  permanently  improved  the  chances  of  the  patient. 

I  have  said  nothing  of  the  cause  of  this  disease,  simply  because 
I  know  nothing.  It  appears  in  places  so  decidedly  different  as 
regards  topography,  that  I  am  not  satisfied  with  any  explanation 
of  causes  that  I  have  seen  given. 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  is  an  interesting  disease,  and  I  hope 
the  profession  will  study  its  cause,  character,  and  treatment,  that 
we  may  be  able  to  combat  it  more  successfully. 

I  have  thus  given  an  outline  of  this  most  interesting  and  fatal 
malady,  as  we  have  seen  it  in  our  county,  hoping  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  its  importance,  and  thus  evolve  a 
more  successful-means  of  combating  it. 
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We  have  had  a  number  of  very  useful  additions  to  our  Society 

during  the  past  year. 

E.  P.  ALLEN, 

Secretary, 

Dr.  George  F.  Horton  reports  as  follows : — 
A  synopsis  of  my  practice  for  the  year  ending  April  30th,  18T2i 
shows  whole  number  of  cases  treated  400.    Fatal  cases  6. 

1.  Fatal  case,  May  29th,  1871.  Female,  Anna  Shepherd,  eleven 
years  old,  lived  thirty-six  hours  after  she  was  taken.  I  saw  her 
about  twelve  hours -after,  and  diagnosed  scarlatina  maligna;  prog- 
nosed  death,  which  occurred  in  about  twenty-four  hours  from  the 
time  of  my  first  visit.  She  was  taken  with  vomiting,  which  continued 
at  intervals  of  half  an  hour  to  an  hour  from  the  time  she  was  taken 
until  she  died.  There  was  no  eruption  upon  the  skin,  only  a  slight 
discoloration  about  the  chest  extending  down  upon  the  abdomen ; 
no  appearance  of  disease  about  the  neck  or  throat.  My  treatment 
was  rubefacients  upon  the  surface,  and  supporting  remedies  inter- 
nally.   She  became  unconscious  quite  early  in  the  disease. 

2.  Tuberculosis.  Female,  N.  T.  H.,  unmarried,  aged  twenty-five. 
Had  an  exhausting  attack  of  haemoptysis  in  June,  1871,  from  which 
she  never  recovered  so  as  to  take  much  nourishment  or  acquire 
much 'strength.  Health  failing  for  about  two  years  previous  to  the 
attack  of  hemorrhage.    Died  7th  January,  1872. 

3.  Child,  W.  S.,  a  year  and  a  half  old.  Under  treatment  by  Dr. 
B.  for  ten  days  before  I  saw  it.  Treated  almost  exclusively  with 
chlorate  of  potassa  in  saturated  solution,  a  teaspoonful  every  two 
hours  for  six  days  in  succession  previous  to  my  seeing  it ;  neck 
swollen,  respiration  difScult;  stimulating  liniments  had  been  ap- 
plied to  the  neck.  The  chlorate  acted  as  an  irritant,  and  was  great- 
ly dreaded  by  the  child.  It  was  almost  past  swallowing  when  I 
saw  it.    It  died  the  same  night,  February  16th,  1872. 

4.  Female.  Primipara,  confinement.  Attended  by  Dr.  B.  at  con- 
finement ;  and  for  about  three  weeks  after,  learned  nothing  of  the 
treatment,  only  that  she  had  taken  laudanum  largely  during  the 
first  few  days  after  confinement.  She  had  peritonitis  and  low  form 
of  continued  fever,  which  could  not  be  subdued.  She  had  frequent 
shivering  spells  as  if  terror-stricken ;  had  for  many  weeks  previous 
to  her  confinement  bad  dreams,  and  seen  aigJUs  that  had  filled  her 
mind  with  fearful  apprehensions  that  she  would  not  survive  her 
confinement.  She  died  on  the  20th  February.  Kctained  her  con- 
sciousness to  the  close. 
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5.  A  little  girl,  A.  F.,  three  years  old.  Taken  in  convulsions  on 
the  morning  of  March  30th.  I  saw  her  the  next  evening;  conTal- 
sions  had  continued  at  intervals  during  the  whole  time ;  she  ^vas 
now  wholly  unconscious,  and  the  left  side  paralyzed.  The  rig^ht 
arm  was  almost  in  constant  motion.  I  regarded  it  as  a  case  of 
meningitis.  She  died  the  next  night  at  seven,  less  than  twenty- 
four  hours  from  the  time  of  my  seeing  her,  and  in  about  sisity 
hours  from  the  attack. 

6.  A  little  boy,  H.  W.,  aged  six  years.  Scarlatina  anginosa. 
Under  treatment  for  two  weeks  by  a  neighboring  physician  before  I 
saw  him.  There  were  ulcerations  of  the  throat  and  fauces,  and 
great  prostration,  and  yet  hot  skin  and  continued  fever.  I  attempt- 
ed a  supporting  treatment,  but  he  lived  only  long  enough  for  me  to 
make  two  visits,  and  died  on  the  2d  of  April,  1872. 

The  whole  year  has  been  one  of  more  than  the  average  amount 
of  sickness,  and  especially,  in  this  section,  since  the  first  of  Febru- 
ary; congestive  diseases  have  been  very  prevalent;  lungs,  head,  and 
spine  more  frequently  attacked  than  other  parts  of  the  system. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BUCKS  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 


Whebbas,  It  has  pleased  Divine  Providence  in  its  inscrutable 
wisdom  to  remove  by  death  our  late  President,  Charles  Foulke, 
M.D.,  an  honored  member  of  the  Bucks  County  Medical  Society, 
in  the  prime  of  life ;  and,  whereasj  it  is  eminently  proper  we  should 
mingle  our  sympathies  with  those  of  the  bereaved  family  and  large 
circle  of  friends ;  therefore, 

Besolved^  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Charles  Foulke  this  Society 
has  lost  a  sincere  friend,  a  steadfast  supporter,  and  an  honorable 
physician ;  whose  uniformly  courteous  deportment  and  zeal  in  pro- 
moting a  high  standard  of  professional  etiquette  have  endeared  his 
memory  to  every  member  of  the  Society. 

Resolved^  That  in  the  death  of  our  late  President  the  community 
has  sustained  a  loss  of  one  of  its  best  citizens,  and  his  patients  a 
kind,  skilful,  and  able  counsellor. 

Resolved^  That  we  tender  our  heartfelt  sympathies  to  the  bereaved 
family  and  friends  of  the  deceased  for  their  irreparable  loss. 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  forward  a  copy  of 
these  Resolutions  to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  another  copy  . 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  publication  in  its  Transactions. 

By  order  of  the  Society, 

JOSEPH  FOULKE, 
Recording  Secretary* 


CHARLBS  FOULKE,  M.D.,  1816-1871. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  the  son  of  Edward  and  Tacie 
Foulke,  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  was  born  at 
Penllyn,  in  Gwynedd  Township,  Montgomery  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  14th  of  December,  1815,  and  died  in  New  Hope  on 
the  2nh  of  December,  1871.  One  of  the  ancestors  of  Dr.  Foulke, 
Edward  Foulke,  who  emigrated  from  Wales  with  his  wife  and  nine 
children,  in  the  year  1698,  brought  with  him  a  genealogy  which 
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enables  his  descendants  of  the  present  day  to  trace  the  names  of 
their  ancestors  twenty-one  generations  back,  which,  allowing  three 
generations  to  the  hundred  years,  must  have  been  about  the  middle 
of  the  twelfth  century.    He  relates,  in  regard  to  their  passage  over 
on  board  the  Kobert  and  Elizabeth,  they  were  eleven  weeks  at  sea, 
'*'  and  the  sore  distemper  of  the  bloody  flux  broke  out  in  the  vessle, 
of  which  died  five  and  fourty  persons  in  our  passage.   The  distemper 
was  so  mortal,  that  two  or  three  corpses  were  cast  over  every  day 
while  it  lasted.    But  through  the  favor  and  mercy  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence^ I,  with  my  wife  and  nine  children,  escaped  that  sore  mor- 
tality, and  arrived  safe  at  Philadelphia,  about  the  lYth  July ;  where 
we  were  kindly  received  and  entertained  by  our  friends  and  old 
acquaintances,  until  I  purchased  a  tract  of  about  seven  hundred 
acres  of  land,  about  sixteen  miles  from  Philadelphia,  on  a  part  of 
which  I  settled.    And  divers  others  of  our  company,  who  came  over 
sea  together,  settled  near  me  about  the  same  time ;  which  was  the 
beginning  of  November,  1698,  aforesaid ;  and  the  township  was  named 
Gwynedd  or  North  Wales.    This  account  was  written  the  14th  of 
January,  A.D.  1702,  by  Edward  Foulke." 

Charles  Foulke  when  arrived  at  maturity  entered  the  office  of  his 
brother-in-law.  Dr.  Hiram  Corson,  as  a  student  of  medicine ;  after 
attending  two  full  courses  of  lectures  in  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, he  graduated  at  that  institution  in  1838.  He  commenced  prac- 
tice at  Penllyn,  but,  after  a  stay  there  of  a  year  or  two,  was  invited 
to  assist  Dr.  Richard  D.  Corson,  an  eminent  practitioner  in  New 
Hope,  Pennsylvania.  This  union  was  severed  in  a  short  time  by 
the  death  of  Dr.  Corson,  after  which  he  continued  the  practice. 
On  the  14th  of  March,  1843,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet 
Matthews  Corson,  daughter  of  Dr.  Richard  D.  and  Helen  Johnson 
Corson,  and  continued  to  reside  and  practise  in  New  Hope  unjtil  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  left  three  sons,  all  now  grown  to  manhood, 
and  the  eldest  of  which.  Dr.  Richard  C.  Foulke,  resides  with  his 
mother  in  the  paternal  mansion,  and  has  succeeded  to  his  father's 
practice.  Dr.  Foulke  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Bucks 
County  Medical  Society,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  held  the 
office  of  President  of  that  Society.  There  were  few' men  in  our 
profession  more  beloved  b}'  the  community  than  the  subject  of 
this  notice.  Of  a  most  kind  and  genial  nature,  ever  ready  to 
bestow  kind  attentions  on  all  with  whom  he  had  intercourse,  and 
with  an  almost  intuitive  skill  in  the  detection  of  disease  and  the 
application  of  remedies  for  its  relief,  he  soon  became  a  most 
favorite  physician  and  continued  to  maintain  his  character  in  that 
respect  until  the  time  of  his  death.  The  medical  profession  in 
Bucks  County  will  bear  willing  witness  to  the  fairness  and  delicacy 
with  which  he  treated  them  on  all  occasions,  and  with  what  care  he 
avoided  doing  anything,  when  called  to  a  case  previously  under  the 
care  of  another  physician,  that  could  have  the  least  tendency  to 
depreciate  the  measures  employed,  or  the  skill  exhibited  by  his  pre- 
decessor. So  too,  in  consultation,  not  a  gesture  nor  word  escaped 
him  which  could  lead  the  patient  or  his  friends  to  believe  that  he 
did  not  approve  what  had  been  done,  though  he  might  suggest  new 
measures  as  being  now  appropriate.    Though  a  reader  of  journals 
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and  well  abreast  of  the  times  in  practice,  he  could  not  be  considered 
among  the  laborious  students  of  the  times,  but  ranked  with  the 
faithful  and  efficient  practitioners,  whose  labors  in  the  country  allow 
them  but  little  time  for  deep  study  and  thorough  scientific  investi- 
gation, but  who,  in  the  trying  emergencies  of  practice,  are  armed 
with  resources  that  well  fit  them  for  the  battle  with  disease.  His 
too  early  death,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  when  in  the  very  height  of 
his  usefulness,  was  a  sad  bereavement  not  only  to  his  family  but  to 
the  many  families  over  whom  he  had  medical  care.  Let  me  say  for 
one  and  all  of  them 

"  Kind  friend,  farewell !  Thy  memory  ever  dear 
Oft  shall  receive  the  tribute  of  a  tear.'*  J.  F. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CRAWFORD  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Our  Association  has  added  during  the  past  year  a  number  of 
earnest  and  valuable  members  to  its  fold.  We  meet  every  three 
months  alternately  in  Meadville  and  Titusville.  And  though  the 
distance  to  be  travelled  in  reaching  one  place  from  the  other,  neces- 
sitates the  loss  of  a  whole  day,  and  to  some  a  day  and  a  half,  yet 
the  attendance  is  usually  large,  and  seemingly  all  the  members  look 
forward  to  our  meetings  with  much  interest. 

They  are  usually  spent  in  reading  essays,  oral  communications, 
and  medical  discussions,  and  often  the  midnight  hour  passes  un- 
heeded during  these  earnest  gatherings. 

The  benefits  derived  from  these  reunions  of  the  fraternity  can 
scarcely  be  overestimated ;  the  interchange  of  opinions,  the  friendly 
discussion,  the  disclosure  of  new  ideas  and  discoveries,  and  last, 
but  not  least,  the  good  feeling  and  lasting  friendship  engendered 
among  those  whose  lives  are  devoted  to  our  noble  profession,  are 
but  a  few  of  the  advantages  of  medical  societies.  Without  these 
occasional  meetings,  most  of  us  would  remain  at  a  ^^  perpetual  dis- 
tance, and  view  each  other  in  cold  indifference"  neither  gaining  by 
others'  experience,  nor  adding  ourselves  to  the  general  storehouse 
of  progress. 

Like  my  predecessors,  I  have  to  regret  the  indifference  generally 
manifested  among  the  members  of  medical  associations  in  aiding 
the  Sanitary  Committee  by  furnishing  original  contributions  to  pre- 
pare an  interesting  report. 

Though  printed  circulars  and  personal  requests  have  been  freely 
used  to  elicit  and  interest,  but  little  has  been  fhmished  to  add  to 
the  report,  or  relieve  me  from  the  necessity  of  citing  my  own  im- 
pressions. 

I  regret  this,  more  from  a  fear  that  much  valuable  matter  is  thus 
necessarily  lost  to  the  profession,  than  on  account  of  the  fact  that 
it  devolves  the  labor  solely  upon  one  individual,  who  is  perhaps 
least  qualified  to  do  justice  to  the  subject. 

An  annual  county  medical  report  should  constitute  a  ^^  multum 
in  parvo"  of  the  combined  experience  of  the  medical  fraternity : 
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but,  alas !  how  is  this  to  be  accomplished  by  one  member  to  whom 
the  books  of  the  Association  are,  like  the  Koran,  sealed,  or  by  one 
who  is  days  removed  from  his  brethren,  and  whose  appeals  for  con- 
tributions and  information  fall  unheeded  and  forgotten  ? 

Residing  in  the  extreme  southeastern  portion  of  the  county,  my 
knowledge  of  prevailing  diseases  is  confined  mostly  to  that  locality. 
Our  county  has  been  happily  spared  from  any  severe  epidemic 
during  the  past  year. 

But  a  few  scattered  cases  of  smallpox  have  occurred  which  were 
imported  from  other  sections  of  the  country;  prompt  sanitary 
measures  and  extensive  vaccination  have  kept  this  much  to  be 
dreaded  disease  at  bay. 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  popularly  termed  "  spotted  fever,"  has 
been  hovering  near  our  borders  for  some  months ;  but  as  yet  no 
decided  cases  have  come  to  my  knowledge  within  the  county. 
Measles,  whooping-cough,  chicken-pox,  and  scarlet  fever  have  pre- 
vailed extensively  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  during  the  year, 
though  not  in  an  aggravatil  form,  but  few  cases  terminating  fatally. 

Typhoid  and  bilious  fevers  occurred  most  markedly  in  the  early 
summer  and  latter  part  of  autumn,  though  during  the  year  no  un- 
usual number,  nor  severe  type  of  cases,  occurred.  The  acid  treat- 
ment in  these  disease^s  is,  I  believe,  generally  adopted,  and  certainly 
proves  the  most  efficient  whenever  admissible.  In  regard  to  the 
prevalence  of  these  affections  in  the  western  part  of  our  county,  Dr. 
A.  O'Neill  writes : — 

'^  Remittent  fever  has  been  among  us,  but  mostly  of  a  mild  type. 
Nothing  was  used  save  an  occasional  cathartic  at  the  outset,  fol- 
lowed steadily  with  quinia.  In  some  cases  a  mercurial  added  to  the 
quinia  seemed  to  be  indicated — ^but  this  was  the  exception.  No 
cases,  however,  assumed  the  typhoid  type.  As  to  typhoid  fever,  I 
cannot  say  that  I  have  seen  a  case  of  genuine  typhoid  fever  the  last 
year  in  this  section.  A  few  cases  of  pneumonia  that  came  under 
my  notice  were  treated  mostly  with  carb.  ammonia  and  quinia ;  I 
tried  in  one  cafte  tinct.  arnica,  having  noticed  it  in  the  Philadelphia 
Reporter,  given  in  pneumonia;  it  reduced  the  pulse  as  rapidly  as 
did  ever  veratrum  viride  in  my  hands. 

^^  Smallpox  has  been  bordering  upon  us  here  during  the  winter, 
but  no  cases  occurred.  Vaccination  went  on  nevertheless.  During 
March  and  April  an  apparent  epidemic  of  stomatitis  made  its  ap- 
pearance among  children,  some  cases  occurring  among  adults;  it 
was  called  by  some  diphtheria,  although  it  presented  very  little  if 
any  of  the  appearances  of  diphtheria.  The  cause  I  believe  was  in 
the  moist  season,  producing  some  constitutional  disturbance.    In 
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some  cases  there  was  diarrhoea,  in  which  I  found  ipecac,  in  small 
doses  with  blue  mass  and  carb.  magnesia  to  answer  well.  Chlorate 
of  potassa  gargles  seemed  to  be  all  that  was  necessary  in  these  mild 
cases ;  in  conjunction  with  this,  nutritious  liquid  diet  was  given." 

Pneumonia,  catarrhal  fever,  usually  with  sore  throat  and  rheu- 
matism, are  standard  affections  which  are  to  be  attributed  not  solely 
to  our  changeable  climate,  but  greatly  to  individual  imprudence. 
Women  and  children  are  ofbener  attacked  than  men,  and  for  more 
than  one  reason  we  think. 

Cholera  infantum,  this  most  fatal  of  infantile  diseases  in  this 
country,  claimed,  as  usual,  a  large  share  of  our  attention  during 
the  past  summer,  commencing  about  the  first  of  June,  and  closing 
the  latter  part  of  October,  thus  running  about  five  months  in  the 
year. 

After  several  seasons  of  varying  treatment  and  variable  success, 
I  determined,  last  year  in  a  few  desperate  cases,  to  try  the  nitrate 
of  silver ;  and  so  successful  did  it  prove  in  my  hands,  that  I  con- 
sider it  almost  a  specific  in  this  scourge  of  children. 

My  treatment  is  as  follows :  for  a  child  one  year  old, 

B. — Argent,  nit.  gr.  J. 
Muoilag.  acao., 
Sjr.  simpliois, 
Aqu»  destil.,  aa  f^.    M. 
Sig.  To  be  taken  daring  twenty-four  hours. 
B.— Aqu»  destil.  f^ij. 
Argent,  nit.  gr.  \. 
Misoe  et  adde — 
Deooot.  hordei,  f^ij.    M. 
Sig.  Inject  twioe  or  three  times  a  daj,  if  neoessarj,  into  the  bowel. 

Externally,  warm  aromatic  spirits  or  flannel  should  be  applied 
continuously  over  the  bowels,  or  a  galbanum  plaster  may  take  its 
place.  If  the  child  do  not  nurse,  a  light,  nnirritating  diet  consist- 
ing of  barley-water,  prepared  wheat,  etc.,  may  be  allowed ;  sherry, 
or  blackberry  wine,  or  the  best  brandy  (burned),  will  occasionally 
prove  necessary  and  advantageous. 

With  this  treatment  I  have  saved  a  child,  which,  after  three 
relapses  under  a  different  treatment,  had  dwindled  to  a  mere 
skeleton,  and  left  but  little  hope  for  recovery.  Many  more  could  I 
cite  where  recovery  closely  followed  the  above  course.  As  this 
treatment  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  entirely  new,  I  offer  it  to  the  pro- 
fession in  the  hope  of  having  it  thoroughly  tested  during  the  coming 
season,  hoping  to  hear  my  convictions  confirmed  by  the  experience 
of  some  Of  my  colleagues. 
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Dr.  John  C.  Cotton,  of  Meadville,  presents  the  following  private 
mortuary  report  for  the  year  1811. 

Whole  number  of  deaths 16 

Tabnlated  as  follows : — 

Phthisis  polmonalis 4 

Diphtheria 2 

iDJniy 1 

Meningitis 1 

Marasmus 1 

Crural  Phlebitis 1 

Cholera  Infantum 1 

Sporadic  Cholera 1 

Scarlatina 1 

Dysentery .         .1 

Cerebritis 1 

Fever 1 

To  which  I  should  probably  add — 

SUU-born 2 

The  only  noticeable  feature  of  the  above  report  is  the  large 
percentage  of  deaths  resulting  from  consumption,  a  little  more  than 
22  per  cent.  This  is  corroborative  of  the  statistics  compiled  by 
me  and  published  in  the  Transactions  for  1869,  which  showed  an 
annual  average  mortality  from  this  disease  for  twelve  preceding 
years  of  nearly  21  per  cent,  in  Meadville  and  vicinity. 

A  question  of  importance  is,  does  this  rate  of  mortality  obtain 
throughout  the  county  and  tier  of  counties  the  same  distance  from 
Lake  Erie  as  our  own,  or  is  there  a  local  cause  for  this  unusual 
death-rate  from  this  disease  ? 

In  Surgery,  our  part  of  the  county  is  prolific,  and,  had  our  mem- 
bers responded  to  my  urgent  request,  I  have  no  doubt  many  inter- 
esting cases  might  have  been  reported. 

I  will  cite  a  case  which  occurred  in  my  own  practice  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  year,  and  which  on  account  of  its 
rarity  and  mode  of  treatment  may  prove  of  interest.  Mr.  J.  S.,  on 
the  night  of  January  6th,  while  assisting  at  a  fire,  fell  some  twenty 
feet  ofiT  a  ladder,  striking  the  frozen  ground  square  on  both  knees. 
Upon  examination,  I  found  both  patellas  fractured,  and  the  segments 
widely  separated.  Assisted  by  Dr.  W.  Varian,  who  subsequently 
learned  of  the  accident,  I  applied  a  temporary  dressing  and  con- 
veyed him  to  his  residence,  where  cold  applications  were  at  once 
employed. 

On  the  next  morning,  finding  the  parts  very  much  swollen  and 
contused,  we  concluded  upon  consultation  to  adopt  in  part  a  new 
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method  of  dressing,  recommended  by  Dr.  Henry  G.  Davis,  of  New 
York,  in  a  concise  and  practical  treatise  on  conservative  surgery. 

The  simplicity  of  the  apparatus,  the  ease  with  which  it  is  ad- 
justed, the  comfort  to  the  patient,  and  the  ultimate  favorable  issue 
resulting  from  its  use  are  a  sufficient  inducement  to  bring  this  case 
to  your  notice. 

The  principle  underlying  this  mode  of  treatment  is  to  make 
uniform  extension  upon  the  series  of  muscles  involved  in  the  frac- 
ture, or,  in  other  words,  to  overcome  muscular  contraction,  and 
thus  to  leave  the  bones  perfectly  at  liberty  to  be  adjusted  by  means 
most  suitable  to  any  particular  case. 

A  wide  (two  and  a  half  inches)  piece  of  plaster  extends  from 
near  the  thigh  to  the  knee,  ending  in  a  piece  of  webbing  with  two 
buckles.  A  similar  piece  commencing  near  the  instep,  also  ending 
with  a  piece  of  webbing,  supplied  with  two  straps  to  meet  the 
buckles  above. 

A  bandage  is  now  applied  from  foot  to  groin,  omitting  the  knee. 
The  points  of  the  fan-shaped  strips  on  each  side  of  the  knee  are 
sewed  to  a  loop  of  webbing,  to  which  strong  cords  are  attached, 
running  over  separate  pulleys  fastened  to  the  foot  of  the  bed,  and 
supporting  a  weight"  (smoothing  iron)  of  from  seven  to  ten  pounds. 

As  the  swelling  subsides,  pads  are  placed  above  and  below  the 
fragments,  and  approximated  by  means  of  the  buckles  and  straps, 
gradually  Increasing  the  force  until  a  close  union  is  procured.  The 
limbs  were  kept  in  position  by  the  patella  splint  and  sand-bags,  and 
the  patient  was,  during  most  of  the  time,  perfectly  comfortable ; 
opiates  being  resorted  to  but  two  or  three  times  to  procure  sleep. 

The  third  week  the  whole  dressing  was  removed,  and  a  cap  of 
adhesive  strips  applied,  as  recommended  by  many  authors. 

In  eight  weeks  the  patient  was  up,  and  in  twelve  walked  without 
inconvenience  to  his  office,  nearly  a  mile.  The  left  patella  united 
by  bone  and  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  good  as  ever,  but  the 
right  being  broken  into  three  segments,  and  the  fracture  being 
complicated  by  severe  injuries  of  the  knee-joint,  a  slight  interstice 
was  left,  with  a  partial  anchylosis,  which,  however,  is  daily  im- 
proving, and  is  but  slightly  perceptible  in  his  walk. 

In  obstetrical  practice,  I  can  think  of  but  one  case  of  unusual 
interest,  with  which  I  will  close  my  report — a  case  of  retention  of 
placenta.  I  was  called  on  the  morning  of  May  10th  to  Mrs.  S., 
residing  five  miles  from  the  city.  On  the  way  out  her  husband  gave 
me  the  following  facts  connected  with  the  case. 

Mrs.  S.  was  delivered  on  the  evening  previous  at  about  eight 
o'clock  of  a  healthy  child.    No  professional  assistance  being  acces- 
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sible  at  the  time,  a  neighboring  woman  separated  the  cord.  Shortly 
afterwards,  the  placenta  not  following  the  birth  of  the  child,  Mrs. 
S.  advised  her  neighboi:  to  "  pull  on  the  cord,"  which  was  promptly 
done  by  the  inexperienced  but  accommodating  friend,  and  with  such 
force  that  the  cord  separated  from  its  base  and  left  the  placenta 
behind.  Thus  the  woman  remained  until  nine  o'clock  A.M.  Her 
efforts  during  the  night  to  expel  the  retained  placenta  were  equal 
to  the  last  pains  of  labor ;  she  had,  during  the  early  part  of  the 
night,  suffered  considerable  hemorrhage  and  was  completely  ex- 
hausted, stimulants  having  been  administered  all  night  to  prevent 
her  frequent  fainting.  Her  countenance  expressed  great  anxiety, 
which  indeed  afterwards  never  left  her ;  her  pulse  was  feeble,  soft, 
and  rapid,  I  should  say  140.  Her  skin  was  almost  white,  with  a 
clammy  perspiration  covering  it ;  the  tongue  was  slightly  coated 
with  a  white  fur,  and  she  was  able  to  talk  only  by  a  strong  effort, 
and  then  only  in  a  whisper. 

Suspecting  a  case  of  morbid  adhesion,  I  at  once  prepared  for 
action.  With  my  left  hand  well  oiled  and  arm  bared,  I  readily 
passed  the  vagina  and  introduced  four  fingers  through  the  somewhat 
narrow  mouth  of  the  womb.  Here  I  found  a  part  of  the  placental 
mass,  About  as  much  as  my  four  fingers  could  conveniently  grasp, 
separated  from  the  rest  above,  by  the  contraction  of  the  central 
fibres  of  the  uterus,  thus  forming,  beyond  a  doubt,  an  ^^  hour-glass 
contraction  of  the  womb."  By  a  squeezing  movement  of  the  ends 
of  my  fingers,  I  succeeded  in  a  short  time  in  removing  all  of  that 
portion  which  was  below  the  neck  of  said  contraction,  and,  as  it  was 
impossible,  after  repeated  attempts  to  overcome  this  spasmodic 
state  of  the  uterus,  I  abstained  firom  any  further  attempt  to 
remove  the  remaining  mass  by  manual  interference.  My  only 
alternative  now  was  to  overcome  the  contraction  by  warm  applica- 
tions and  opiate  treatment.  Accordingly  small  doses  of  opium  and 
ipecacuanha,  with  nitrate  of  potassa,  were  administered  internally, 
while  the  use  of  fomentations  and  warm  injections  was  persevered 
in  for  several  days.  The  pains  gradually  declined  in  severity,  but 
were  now  of  a  continued  character.  The  bowels  were  swollen  and 
tender  upon  pressure.  At  intervals,  masses  of  dark,  brown  clots 
with  pieces  of  the  placental  substance  of  a  putrid  odor  escaped 
from  the  vagina.  The  patient  suffered  from  severe  pain  in  the  head 
and  chest ;  the  skin  assumed  a  yellowish  hue.  The  bowels,  at  first 
constipated,  became  loose,  cough  set  in,  and  became  very  harassing. 
From  day  to  day  she  became  more  prostrated,  and  though  all  dis- 
charge seemed  to  have  ceased,  and  no  fetid  odor  was  any  longer 
perceptible,  yet  no  other  encouraging  symptoms  offered.    At  about 
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the  tenth  day  chills  set  in ;  the  limbs  were  more  or  less  swollen  and 
exceedingly  painful,  especially  at  the  joints.  Darting  pains  through 
the  chest  and  hips  supervened,  with  a  sensation  of  choking  at 
every  attempt  to  swallow.  Purulent  sputa  streaked  with  blood 
were  raised  with  difficulty.  There  were  frequent  sighing  and  fainting. 
The  breathing  became  at  last  irregular,  and  often  interrupted  by 
attempts  to  vomit.  Death  closed  the  scene  twenty  days  after  con- 
finement. I  have  thus  rapidly  sketched  the  history  of  a  case,  which 
I  conclude  with  the  following  deductions : — 

First.  The  placenta  was  detained  in  the  uterus  through  morbid 
adhesions. 

Secondly.  The  rude  ai^d  unwarrantable  procedure  of  pulling  and 
jerking  at  the  funis  until  it  finally  separated  at  the  base  of  the  pla- 
centa, produced  the  spasmodic  hour-glass  contraction. 

Thirdly.  Owing  to  the  extensive  adhesion  "  metrophlebitis-puer- 
peralis"  set  in,  which  in  reality  Was  the  cause  of  the  fatal  termina- 
tion. 

Fourthly.  The  various  derangements  internally  are  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  presence  of  pus  in  the  vascular  system.  That  the 
closing  scene  was  ushered  in  by  pneumonia,  must  be  attributed  to  a 
metastasis,  which  in  this  disease  nearly  always  takes  place,  to  some 
organ  or  other.  We  further  observed  that  icterus  did  not  take 
place,  nor  did  we  have  the  strongly  marked  puerperal  physiognomy 
until  the  occurrence  of  several  successive  chills,  which  immediately 
preceded  the  symptoms  of  pneumonia,  and  to  my  mind  announced 
in  clear  language  that  pyaemia  had  taken  place.  Though  these  cases 
nearly  always  terminate  fatally,  yet  I  report  it,  as  this  was  my  first 
case  of  hour-glass  contraction,  and  as  it  is  a  rare  occurrence,  I  have 
thought  it  of  sufficient  interest  to  record. 

THEO.  J.  YOUNG,  M.D., 

Chairman  of  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Another  year  of  pleasurable  progress  crowns  the  experience  of 
this  society.  Undisturbed  by  personal  animosities,  and  harmonious 
in  all  their  deliberations,  its  members  may  congratulate  themselves 
on  the  social  and  professional  advantages  thus  attained. 

Since  we  had  the  honor  of  drafting  the  annual  report,  several 

I  years  ago,  we  have  not  noticed  any  appreciable  change  in  the  type 

or  character  of  the  diseases  in  the  Cumberland  valley  from  that 
then  described.  Almost  uniformly  are  they  of  the  asthenic  type, 
the  principal  exceptions  being  found  in  the  gravel  and  limestone 
regions  bordering  closely  upon  the  North  Mountain  (or  Blue  Kidge) 
which  is  of  the  secondary  (geological)  formation ;  and  in  the  mias- 
matic regions  bordering  on  the  Susquehanna  River;  here  a  more 
actively  inflammatory  type  seems  to  prevail,  and  is  doubtless  the 

^  true  reason  why  an  apparent  diflference  of  opinion  should  occasion- 

f  ally  occur  in  our  open  and  free  discussions. 

I  Ordinarily  active  depletion  is  not  called  for  in  the  Cumberland 

Valley;  on  the  contrary,  the  careful  husbanding  of  the  consti- 
tutional resources,  together  with  such  means  as  may  best  enable 
the  system  to  resist  the  enervating  forces  of  disease  as  it  here  pre- 
Tails,  will  probably  not  only  inure  to  the  physician's  gratification, 
but  save  the  patient,  in  many  instances,  from  long  and  severe  suf- 
ferings. 

Whilst,  however,  our  diseases  are  of  the  asthenic  type,  we  rarely 
have  those  of  the  very  low  and  pernicious  character,  occasionally 
reported  from  other  sections  of  our  State.  The  more  formidable 
and  inveterate  forms  of  skin  diseases,  for  example,  are  rarely,  if  ever, 
met  with  here,  a  fact  which  speaks  well  for  our  pure  air,  and  the 
bountiful  hand  with  which  God  is  pleased  to  supply  our  children 
with  good  and  substantial  food.  The  low  forms  of  typhus,  and 
typhoid  or  enteric  fevers,  are  comparatively  rare;  while  the  old 
fashioned  pleurisy  and  pneumonia  (according  to  the  authors)  are 
seldom  seen. 

Syphilis,  that  most  disgusting  and  perhaps  least  understood  of 
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all  diseases,  is  also  of  rare  occurrence;  and  this  we  trust  is  an  in- 
dication, not  only  of  chaste  habits,  but  of  a  high  tone  of  moral 
ethics.  The  zymotic  diseases,  especially  diphtheiia  and  sarlet-fever, 
have  visited  portions  of  the  valley;  but,  as  they  have  presented 
nothing  new,  and  are  still  the  subjects  of  a  variety  of  treatment, 
deserve  nothing  further  than  a  passing  notice ;  except  that,  just  in 
proportion  as  the  cerebro-spinal  system  is  guarded  against  conges- 
tion, and  the  system  generally  left  to  its  own  resources,  only  assist- 
ing  it  in  its  ordinary  functions^  do  we  find  these  diseases  compara- 
tively harmless. 

During  the  last  few  months,  a  disease  has  made  its  appearance 
in  certain  portions  of  the  valley,  which,  to  us,  is  somewhat  novel 
and  peculiar.  In  its  symptoms  and  character  it  is  probably  not 
unlike  the  '^  cerebro-spinal-meningitis,"  as  reported  in  other  sections 
of  the  country,  but  which,  unless  this  is  the  same,  has  never  visited 
this  valley.  A  good  appetite  but  languor,  and  slight  pain  in  the 
head  or  neck,  and  occasionally  pain  in  the  stomach  or  bowels,  mark 
the  very  first  stages  of  the  disease ;  then  nausea,  and  sometimes 
vomiting,  with  slight  chilliness,  pallor  of  the  surface,  and  a  peculiar 
expression  of  countenance,  indicating  extreme  prostration,  super- 
vene; this  stage  continues  from  a  few  minutes  to  several  hours, 
when  reaction  comes  on  (if  the  case  is  favorable)  attended  with 
fever,  pain  in  the  head,  especially  in  the  back  of  the  head  and  neck, 
and  sometimes  in  the  forehead,  or  through  the  ears,  which  is  de- 
scribed as  excruciating.  Slight  nausea  continues,  the  countenance 
is  slightly  flushed,  the  pulse  nearly  natural,  the  tongue  furred,  the 
eye  bright,  the  skin  dry  and  moderately  hot,  the  secretions  only 
slightly  disturbed,  but  the  pain  almost  intolerable.  Opisthotonos, 
with  occasional  rigidity,  or  contraction  of  one  or  more  of  the 
muscles  of  the  abdomen  or  of  the  limbs,  now  supervenes  and  marks 
the  further  progress  of  the  disease.  In  some  instances  convulsions 
attend  the  second  stage  of  the  disease,  while  peculiar  nervoos 
paroxysms  not  unfrequently  characterize  its  further  progress. 
Such  is  the  disease  in  its  worst  form.  Is  this  the  so^alled  ^^  cere- 
bro-spinal-meningitis"  ?  or  is  it  not  rather  a  rheumatic  affection  of 
the  cerebroHspinal  membranes  ?  and  thus  a  disease  sustaining  the 
same  relation  to  a  purely  inflammatory  affection  of  these  organs,  that 
puerperal  irritability,  or  neuralgia,  does  to  puerperal  inflammation. 

Such  at  least  has  been  the  conviction  of  this  committee,  and  the 
treatment  has  been  directed  accordingly.  In  the  first  stages,  stimu- 
lants internally,  and  by  the  bath ;  then  gentle  aperients,  with  mu- 
riate of  ammonia  and  camphor,  chloral  hydrate  and  morphia  (and, 
in  one  instance,  in  a  protracted  case,  the  extract  of  conium,  with  the 
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most  happy  results),  together  with  the  external  use  of  chloroform 
liniment,  cups,  mustard  or  a  blister,  have  constituted  the  treatment. 
The  appetite  usually  remaining  moderate,  the  free  use  of  beef-tea, 
and  milk  with  cream  have  constituted  the  diet.  So  far  the  results 
have  been  most  satisfactory,  in  every  instance  the  patient  having 
recovered,  which  I  fear  would  probably  not  have  been  the  case  under 
depletion.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  add,  that  Dr.  W.  W.  Dale,  who 
has  had  several  cases  of  this  disease  in  his  own  practice,  and  who 
has  witnessed  the  progress  of  one  or  more  of  mine,  authorizes  me 
to  add  his  testimony,  favorably,  both  as  to  the  diagnosis  of  the 
disease,  and  the  treatment  indicated.  On  this  siibject.  Dr.  A.  J. 
Herman,  of  Carlisle,  says:  "  I  have  regarded  this  disease  as  rather 
more  of  an  inflammatory  type;  and  in  the  second,  or  febrile  stage, 
I  have  given  the  antimonials  in  small  but  repeated  doses,  until  re- 
laxation of  the  surface  was  produced;  and  then  liq.  ammon.  acetat. 
with  anodynes,  together  with  counter-irritation,  with  the  most 
gratifying  results." 

The  limits  of  this  paper  preclude  many  facts  and  cases  in  detail, 
which  might  be  gathered  from  the  brethren ;  and  believing  that  the 
above  embodies,  to  some  extent,  the  main  features  of  the  object 
contemplated  in  a  report,  it  is  respectfully  submitted. 

8.  B.  EIEFFEB,  A.  M.,  M.D., 
OommUtee^ 

Cablislb,  Pa.,  A.D.  1872. 


OFFICERS, 
l^ot  supplied. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DAUPHIN  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


CHRISTIAN  SEILER,  M.D.,  1804-1872. 

.  The  Dauphin  County  Medical  Society  has  been  called  upon  to 
mourn- the  loss  of  the  oldest  of  its  members,  Dr.  Christian  Seiler. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  descended  from  that  GFerman 
stock  which  settled  Dauphin  County,  following  in  the  wake  of  the 
original  Scotch-Irish  settlers,  and  which  has  contributed  so  much  to 
the  material  as  well  as  to  the  intellectual  wealth  of  our  country. 

He  was  bom  in  West  Hanover  township,  Dauphin  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  24th  day  of  March,  1804 ;  when  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  removed  with  his  father  to  Harrisburg.  He  read  medicine 
for  a  short  time  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Dean,  but  finished  his  studies 
with  Dr.  Samuel  Agnew,  both  eminent  physicians  of  that  day. 

He  attended  two  courses  of  lectures  in  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  and  graduated  March,  1828,  in  the  same  class  with  Pro- 
fessors Gross  and  Gilbert.  He  commenced  his '  professional  life 
in  the  town  of  Millersburg,  Dauphin  County,  Pennsylvania,  from 
whence  he  removed  in  a  short  time  to  Halifax,  in  the  same  county. 
Remaining  in  Halifax  but  about  five  years,  he  went  to  the  then 
small  village  of  Williamsport ;  after  remaining  there  about  five 
years,  he  returned  to  Harrisburg,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life 
was  passed. 

Dr.  Seiler  during  his  whole  life  took  an  active  part  in  all  measures 
designed  to  advance  the  character  and  usefulness  of  the  medical 
profession.  While  at  all  times  willing  to  adopt  any  new  discoveries 
and  improvements  in  the  science  and  art  of  medicine,  he  closely 
adhered  to  those  principles  taught  in  our  best  schools  in  the  days 
of  Rush,  Physick,  and  Wistar.  Dr.  Seiler  was  always  found  true 
to  the  principles  in  which  he  had  been  educated.  During  many 
years  of  active  professional  life,  his  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy 
endeared  him  to  each  and  all  of  us. 

For  some  time  before  his  death,  he  suffered  from  disease  of  the 
heart,  which  prevented  him  from  attending  to  the  more  active 
duties  of  medical  life.  The  disease  graduaUy  became  worse  until 
the  night  of  February  11th,  when  he  died. 

Calmly  and  without  a  struggle  he  slept  away         ^ 

'*  Like  one 
Who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  conoh  SFonnd  him  and  lies  down 
to  pleasant  dreams." 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DELAWARE  COUMT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Delaware  County,  the  extreme  southeastern  county  of  our 
noble  Keystone  State,  washed  upon  its  southern  boundary  by  the 
Delaware  rlv^r,  contains  an  area  of  113,280  acres,  and  an  aggre- 
gate population  of  39,403  souls,  of  which  number  36,659  are  whites 
and  2744  are  of  African  extraction.  Agriculture  is  industriously 
and  profitably  pursued,  but  its  industrial  and  manufacturing 
interests  are  large,  and  probably  exceed  in  number  and  money 
value  any  other  county  of  similar  area  in  the  State. 

The  drainage  of  the  county  is  principally  effected  by  five  large 
creeks  and  their  tributaries,  that  traverse  it  in  their  course  to  the 
Delaware  River ;  these  are  Cobb,  Darby,  Crum,  Ridley,  and  the  two 
branches  of  Chester  Creek,  by  the  Brandywine  that  forms  a  portion 
of  our  western  boundary,  and  by  Naaman's  Creek  that  empties 
into  the  Delaware  a  short  distance  below  the  junction  with  Delaware 
State.  Gulf  Creek  also  drains  a  small  portion  of  our  county,  as 
does  Mill  Creek,  both  of  which  discharge  their  waters  into  the 
Schuylkill  River.  Of  these  various  streams,  the  Brandywine  is 
much  the  largest,  the  next  in  size  is  Chester  Creek,  which  enters 
the  county  by  two  principal  branches,  designated  the  "  East''  and 
^'  West"  branches;  these  are  both  excellent  mill-streams,  and  upon 
their  banks  are  located  numerous  factories  and  grist-mills;  they 
unite  their  branches  at  Crozerville  and  flow  on  to  the  Delaware ; 
the  next  in  size  are  in  the  order  given:  Darby,  Crum,  Ridley,  Cobb's; 
the  streams  all  flow  the  same  general  course,  and  all  empty  their 
waters  into  the  Delaware  River.  The  distance  between  these 
streams  varies  from  one  to  two  and  one-half  miles ;  a  little  above 
tide-water,  these  creeks  approach  within  a  half  mile  of  each  other, 
but  again  diverge  before  reaching  the  river ;  besides  these  larg^ 
streams,  various  other  streams  of  minor  importance  aid  in  the 
drainage  of  our  county.  The  surface  of  the  county  is  decidedly 
undulating,  and  in  some  portions  actually  hilly.  As  the  course  of 
the  streams  mentioned  indicates,  there  is  a  general  slope  riverward, 
the  average  course  of  these  streams  being  a  little  east  of  south. 
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The  elevation  of  our  principal  streams  above  tide-water  has  been 
ascertained  with  reasonable  accuracy — Cobb's  Creek  is  392  feet, 
Tthan  399  feet,  Darby  440  feet,  Crura  523  feet,  and  Ridley  about 
the  same,  Chester  probably  550  feet  or  more.  The  slope  referred  to 
in  the  surface  of  the  land  is,  as  intimated,  gradual  in  its  character 
until  we  approach  within  three  or  four  miles  of  the  river.  Here 
may  be  observed  on  the  high  ground  between  the  creeks  an  abrupt 
and  very  decided  fall  in  the  general  surface ;  the  direction  of  this 
fall  is  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  large  creeks  of  the  county 
and  preserves  a  very  general  parallelism  with  the  river  and  marsh 
lands.  This  well-marked  water-shed  beside  giving  fine  mill-streams, 
has  served  other  valuable  purposes,  owing  to  the  gradual  and  then 
more  abrupt  decline  in  the  surface  of  the  county  toward  the  river 
Delaware.  A  most  delightful  and  unobstructed  view  is  had  from  its 
summit  or  "  ridge ;"  from  almost  any  position  on  this  ridge  the  eye 
can  scan  the  river  for  several  miles,  and  a  very  large  extent  0f  the 
opposite  State  of  New  Jersey ;  the  drainage  is  excellent,  and  we  have 
a  vast  number  of  most  beautiful  building-sites,  unrivalled  for  their 
health  fulness  as  well  as  beauty  and  extent  of  the  views  they  afford. 

The  health  of  Delaware  County  during  the  year,  has  been  ex- 
ceedingly fair;  in  some  portions  of  our  county,  scarlatina  and  rube- 
ola have  existed  largely  ;  treatment  has  generally  been  simple  and 
rational,  and  the  percentage  of  deaths  consequently  small.  Variola 
invaded  our  county,  brought  from  Philadelphia  and  Wilmington. 
This  epidemic  was  unusually  severe  and  often  peculiarly  compli- 
cated. (See  reports  of  Drs.  E.  L.  Fussell  and  Dickeson.)  The 
percentage  of  deaths,  where  not  protected  by  vaccination,  was 
alarmingly  large.  Croup  has  been  quite  severe  in  the  lower  por- 
tions of  our  county.  The  treatment  reported  by  Dr.  XJlrich  in  his 
case  (herewith  submitted),  I  can  heartily  endorse;  for  a  consider- 
able period,  I  have  relied  almost  solely  upon  it  in  desperate  cases, 
with  very  rarely  a  disappointment.  With  regard  to  its  mode  of 
action,  I  am  not  satisfied,  but  the  efiect  I  am  familiar  with,  and 
therefore  have  very  great  confidence  in  its  employment. 

Malarial  disease  along  the  river  front  exists  more  or  less  at  all 
times.  (See  report  of  Dr.  Elwood  Harvey,  of  Chester.)  It  is  gene- 
rally easily  controlled  by  proper  treatment. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  some  of  our  factories,  typhoid  or  enteric 
fever  for  a  time  maintained  a  very  obstinate  hold,  and  was  unusually 
severe  in  its  character,  several  deaths  ensuing  therefrom.  It  could 
be  very  generally  traced  to  the  use  of  foul  water  either  for  cooking 
or  drinking  purposes,  the  streams  being  contaminated  with  privy 
drainage,  and  mill-dye  stufis,  etc.,  as  well  as  local  collections  of 
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offal  and  various  kinds  of  filth.  Dr.  Waller,  of  Marcos  Hook, 
reports  the  general  health  of  his  community  remarkably  good,  no 
epidemics  of  any  kind  having  invaded  his  section,  and  but  one  case 
of  variola,  which  terminated  fatally  on  the  3d  of  January,  the  dis- 
ease becoming  apparent  on  the  23d  of  December  previous.  Dr.  S. 
P.  Bartleson,  of  Darby,  reports  more  than  the  average  amount  of 
sickness  during  the  year.  Scarlatina  he  reports  as  extending 
throughout  the  entire  period;  he  also  reports  diphtheria  as  oc- 
curring in  conjunction  with  numerous  cases.  Ice  treatment  in 
scarlatina  he  regards  as  not,  in  his  hands,  giving  any  special  results. 
He  reports  no  malarial  fever.  Enteric  fever,  he  says,  seems  endemic 
in  his  section.  He  had  under  his  charge,  during  the  variola  epi- 
demic, fifteen  cases,  all  of  which,  save  one,  he  asserts  positively 
were  brought  from  Philadelphia,  and  the  one  in  question  occurred 
in  an  adjoining  house  to  one  infected  with  the  disease;  he  does  not 
mention  the  percentage  of  deaths  or  the  methods  of  treatment 
adopted.  Obstetrically,  I  report  the  birth  of  a  male  child  per- 
fect in  all  respects  save  the  presence  of  five  perfect  fingers  upon 
either  hand,  the  fifth  finger,  springing  from  the  junction  of  the  little 
finger  with  the  hand  proper,  and  at  right  angles  therewith.  They 
were  both  removed  on  the  fifth  day  after  delivery,  the  little  one 
making  a  good  recovery.  The  father  also  had  been  five-fingered  at 
his  birth. 

I  have,  with  great  regret,  to  report  the  sudden  and  unlooked-for 
death,  since  our  last  communication,  of  Dr.  Bacon,  of  Darby,  a  man 
of  very  considerable  talent  and  ability ;  he  perished  supposably 
from  organic  disease  of  the  heart,  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  man- 
hood ;  he  literally  died  in  the  professional  harness,  being  seized  in 
his  carriage  whilst  on  his  way  to  visit  a  patient,  and  dying  ere  he 
could  reach  his  home  and  be  removed.  Over  his  remains  we  would 
feelingly  inscribe — Functus  officio;  requiesccU  in  pace. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

C.  C.  V.  CRAWFORD,  M.D., 

Committee. 
June  12th,  1872. 

Drs.  E.  and  L.  Fussel  write  as  follows : — 

Our  practice  in  Media  only  covers  a  period  of  four  months; 
during  that  time  there  were  no  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  or 
measles. 

From  the  25th  of  November,  1871,  to  January  8th,  1872,  eight 
cases  of  smallpox  occurred,  originating  in  a  single  case  contracted 
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in  the  city,  five  of  which  were  unmodified  and  three  varioloid,  one 
terminating  fatally,  the  others  making  good  recoveries. 

The  cases  which  had  been  modified  by  vaccination  were  exceed- 
ingly light,  the  others  generally  severe,  three  of  which  were  con- 
fiuent. 

In  the  family  of  seven  persons,  where  the  first  case  occurred,  no 
others  contracted  the  disease,  they  having  all  been  recently  vacci- 
nated. 

Whenever  the  disease  occurred  in  a  family,  the  remaining  mem- 
bers were  vaccinated,  and  in  no  case  where  this  operation  was  suc- 
cessfully performed  did  the  disease  occur.  In  one  case  four  attempts 
were  made  to  produce  the  vaccine  infection,  but  unsuccessfully; 
the  patient  afterward  took  the  disease  in  a  form  which  ended  fatally. 

The  treatment  of  these  cases  was  essentially  the  same.  Tincture 
of  aconite  for  the  control  of  the  primary  fever,  followed  by  the  use 
of  sod^e  hyposulphis  in  free  doses,  and  the  external  use  of  carbolic 
acid  in  form  of  ointment. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  we  had  a  case  of  remarkable  cha- 
racter. The  patient  had  been  sick  for  four  days,  with  an  erup- 
tion all  over  the  body  of  one  day's  duration.  He  complained  of 
pain  in  head,  back,  and  limbs,  but  chiefiy  of  the  intense  itching  of 
the  eruption,  which  produced  great  restlessness,  and  obstinate  in- 
somnia, from  its  appearance.  Pulse  100,  respiration  25,  which  rates 
were  not  increased  during  his  illness.  The  appearance  of  the  erup- 
tion when  first  seen  resembled  somewhat  that  of  roseola ;  the  two 
succeeding  days  it  more  nearly  resembled  a  commingling  of  the 
eruptions  of  scarlatina  and  rubeola — an  intense  bright  redness 
covering  the  whole  body ;  the  itching  of  which  and  consequent  rest- 
lessness and  insomnia,  being  lessened,  however,  by  the  use  of  a 
wash  of  carbolic  acid,  dusting  the  surface  with  fiour,  and  substitu- 
ting linen  for  fiannel  underclothes. 

The  case  excited  no  alarm  until  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day 
of  attendance,  or  eighth  of  illness,  when  a  change  in  the  appearance 
of  the  patient's  skin  awakened  the  gravest  apprehension,  the  bright 
redness  having  changed  to  a  darkish  hue,  which  was  difi'used  over 
all  parts  of  the  body,  and  in  the  midst  of  this  appeared  vibices,  pete- 
chise,  and  hemorrhagic  ecchymoses,  varying  in  color  from  livid  red 
to  deep  purple,  and  without  the  slightest  elevation  above  the  general 
surface.  There  was  also  some  vomiting  with  specks  of  blood,  evi- 
dently from  rupture  of  hemorrhagic  spots  in  the  mucous  membrane. 
On  the  evening  of  this  day  he  suddenly  died  from  syncope. 

This  patient  at  no  time  had  sore  throat,  and  was  at  all  times 
remarkably  clear  in  his  mind,  and  free  from  nervousness,  though  on 
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one  occasion,  when  the  pain  in  the  head  and  back  was  very  severe, 
he  complained  of  impairment  of  vision.  The  tongue  was  at  all  times 
clean,  color  and  papillae  natural,  except  the  last  day,  when  it  be- 
came heavily  coated  with  a  white  fur.    Thirst  was  -considerable. 

On  February  tth,  the  eleventh  day  after  the  death  of  this  patient, 
both  the  father  and  wife  of  deceased  were  taken  sick,  they  having 
faithfully  nursed  him  during  liis  illness ;  and  five  or  six  days  later, 
three  others  who  had  assisted  in  services  about  the  dead  body  were 
also  taken  sick. 

Of  these  five  persons,  the  father  died  on  the  twelfth  day  of  his 
illness ;  the  others  recovered.  Of  the  four  cases  which  recovered, 
two  were  cases  of  varioloid,  and  presented  no  peculiar  symptoms ; 
the  other  two  were  cases  of  fever  of  very  low  grade,  with  none  of 
the  characteristics  of  smallpox,  one  of  these  only  having  an  erup- 
tion which  consisted  of  red  spots  scarcely  raised  above  the  skin, 
accompanied  with  intense  itching  and  burning ;  this  eruption  entire- 
ly disappeared  after  a  few  days,  though  the  patient  remained  weak 
and  feverish  with  red  tongue  and  elevated  papillae  for  several  weeks. 

The  case  which  terminated  fatally  commenced  with  the  ordinary 
initiatory  symptoms  of  fever.  On  the  third  day  of  the  disease  an 
eruption  made  its  appearance  in  a  few  spots  on  the  breast,  which 
gradually  spread  during  the  next  day  over  the  upper  part  of  the 
body,  especially  the  face,  with  a  diflbsed  redness  resembling  that  of 
the  first  case,  while  the  lower  limbs  were  free  from  redness,  but 
were  covered  with  a  great  number  of  spots  resembling  petechice  of 
various  sizes  and  colors,  dark  brown,  red,  and  purplish.  On  the 
eighth  day  of  the  disease  and  fifth  of  the  eruption,  papules  made 
their  appearance  on  the  breast,  and  gradually  developed  into  regular 
well-marked  umbilicated  smallpox  pustules.  The  throat  and  fauces 
of  this  patient  were  much  swollen  throughout  the  disease,  adding 
greatly  to  his  suflfering.  On  the  twelfth  day  of  the  disease  the 
patient  died. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  the  daughter  of  this  patient  was  attacked 
with  pain  in  the  head,  back,  and  limbs,  fever  and  vomiting,  which 
symptoms  were  soon  followed  by  uterine  hemorrhage.  She  had  on 
her  arm  at  the  time  a  good,  and  to  all  appearance  protective,  vac- 
cine pustule  at  about  its  stage  of  maturity.  No  eruption  of  any 
kind  made  its  appearance  during  the  progress  of  the  disease.  She 
was  thought  by  her  attendants  to  be  doing  well,  but  died  suddenly 
on  the  evening  of  the  third  day  of  disease. 

A  few  days  afterward  two  others  were  attacked :  one  was  a  light 
ease  of  varioloid  with  no  peculiarities  about  it,  the  other  a  case  of 
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fever  of  low  grade  with  no  resemblance  whatever  to  smallpox,  with 
only  a  few  spots  not  elevated  on  the  skin.  These  cases  recovered- 
About  the  first  of  March  two  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  near 
Media,  one  contracted  at  Camden,  N.  J.,  the  other  at  Frankford,  Pa.; 
they  presented  no  extraordinary  features;  both  recovered  and  no 
others  contracted  the  disease. 

From  Dr.  W.  T.  W.  Diokeson,  of  Media,  the  following  account 
of  cases  of  modified  exanthemata  major  has  been  received. 

Two  boys,  J.  J.  and  W.  B.,  children  of  neighbors,  worked  in  a 
woollen  mill,  and  were  taken  sick  nearly  at  the  same  time.  They 
were  not  aware  that  they  had  been  exposed  to  the  contagion  of 
smallpox,  but  complained  of  aching  and  pain  in  the  back  and  loins, 
accompanied  with  fever.  The  next  day  the  symptoms  were  flushed 
faces,  bright  ej'es,  rapid  pulses,  and  very  hot  skins,  with  consider- 
able cerebral  disturbance.  Both  of  them  had  been  vaccinated  in 
childhood,  and  had  passed  through  scarlet  fever  and  measles.  On 
my  visit  on  the  third  day,  the  febrile  symptoms  subsided  with  the 
appearance  of  a  red,  papulous  eruption  which  I  pronounced  vari- 
cella and  contagious.  The  eruption  appeared  spotting  the  neck 
and  chest,  and  along  the  roots  of  the  hair  over  the  frontal  suture, 
but  not  on  the  face ;  nor  were  these  papules  those  of  smallpox, 
neither  was  there  any  itching,  or  a  succession  of  crops  as  in  lichen 
or  herpes ;  they  became  painful  when  pressed  upon  by  the  finger, 
and  after  its  removal  disappeared  for  a  moment.  On  the  eighth 
day  the  papules  were  the  same  size,  contained  neither  serum  or  pus 
and  disappeared  without  desquamation  or  resolution.  Although 
there  were  other  children  about,  and  in  contact  with  these  patients, 
the  disease  was  not  communicated. 

The  disease  in  both  cases,  excepting  the  fever  and  cerebral  dis- 
turbance, was  of  a  mild  type,  and  readily  yielded  to  therapeutical 
agents. 

Herpes,  urticaria,  and  lichen  most  frequently  attack  children 
during  warm  weather,  and  are  usually  characterized  by  the  absence 
of  any  continued  febrile  symptoms,  by  intolerable  itching,  and 
papulae,  containing  watery  serum,  which  appear  in  successive  crops, 
and  are  finally  resolved  and  desquamate  in  pearly  scales. 

From  the  absence  of  all  these  marked  characters,  I  should 
decide  these  cases  as  unquestionably  modified  attacks  of  the  pre- 
vailing epidemic.  Under  other  circumstances  I  might  have  regarded 
them  as  either  millet-rash,  lichen,  or  herpes,  of  unusual  severity, 
but  I  deem  it  safe  to  say  that  both  of  the  cases  were  epidemic 
varioloid,  or  varicella  with  a  modified  eruption. 
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Another  case  that  came  under  my  notice,  illustrates  in  a  more 
marked  degree  the  same  points. 

Miss  M.,  aged  seventeen  years,  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy. 
In  the  early  part  of  February  last,  she  was  supposed  to  have  been 
exposed  to  smallpox  contagion.  The  characteristic  eruptive  fever 
showed  pustules  on  the  third  day,  covering  the  face;  neck,  hands, 
and  feet ;  these  on  the  tenth  day  contained  opaque  serum,  but  no 
pus,  resolving  and  desquamating  on  the  fourteenth  day  in  thin 
pearly  discs  of  cuticle,  without  previous  suppuration.  During  the 
height  of  the  disease,  the  pustules  were  round,  elevated,  and  of  a 
pinkish  color,  but  did  not  extend  into  the  subjacent,  or  true  skin. 
The  patient  was  convalescent  from  the  twelfth  day,  the  skin  was 
still  elevated  under  the  original  pustule,  but  paler  in  color,  and 
lasting  for  several  days  afterwards ;  the  face  and  hands,  after 
recovery,  appearing  as  if  covered  with  warts.  This  case  was  pro- 
nounced distinct  smallpox,  but  it  is  evident  that  it  was  much  modi- 
fied, unlike  true  smallpox  or  varioloid.  The  case  infected  a  friend, 
a  young  woman,  who,  I  believe,  had  never  been  vaccinated.  In 
this  case,  the  disease  was  distinct  unmodified  smallpox,  with  pustules 
containing  pus,  and  pitting  of  the  skin  after  desquamation.  Both 
of  these  cases  yielded  readily  to  treatment,  but  were  considered  of 
an  aggravated  character,  and  highly  infectious. 

Dr.  Ellwood  Harvey,  of  Chester,  furnishes  the  following : — 
Ague. — Agues  are  common  here.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
inhabitants  are  somewhat  affected  by  the  malaria  every  year,  but 
the  number  is  small  of  those  who  have  a  distinct  chill  with  shaking. 
True  bilious  remittent  fever  is  almost  unknown,  and  but  few  of  the 
cases  can  be  properly  called  intermittent  fever.  The  disease  so 
often  takes  the  obscure  form  commonly  called  dumb  ague,  that  I 
prefer  to  use  the  generic  Saxon  word  for  all  of  its  types.  It  occurs 
here  in  every  month  of  the  year,  and  modifies  all  other  diseases. 
The  miasmatic  poison  appears  to  be  inactive  in  the  systems  of  all 
who  have  inhaled  it  during  the  hot  months,  but  any  disturbing 
cause  excites  it  into  activity.  Smallpox,  measles,  rheumatism,  a 
cold,  or  any  other  acute  disease,  at  any  season  of  the  year,  may  be 
preceded  for  a  few  days  by  ague,  and  in  many  cases  the  ague 
accompanies  and  modifies  the  whole  case.  In  such  cases  the  best 
treatment,  to  begin  with,  is  that  which  is  addressed  to  the  cure  of 
the  ague,  for  the  simplest  cases  refuse  to  yield  to  treatment  until 
that  is  cured,  and  then,  it  often  happens,  no  other  treatment  is 
needed.  Indeed,  some  physicians  here  declare  that  quinia  is  a 
necessary  medicine  in  nearly  all  diseases,  and  that  it  is  the  best 
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thing  to  "go  upon"  in  all  doabtful  cases  I  I  have  frequently  seen 
very  hard,  dry  coughs  resist  all  usual  remedies  and  yield  at  once 
to  sulphate  of  quiuia.  Catarrhal  affections  of  children  are  as  often 
in  need  of  quinia  as  of  expectorants.  An  irritable  ulcer  of  the  leg 
was  not  benefited  by  anything  done  for  it  until  the  patient  revealed 
the  fact,  that  she  had  been  relieved  immediately  on  the  occurrence 
of  the  ulcer  of  an  ague  of  some  severity  and  of  several  weeks' 
continuance.  The  ulcer  was  cured  very  quickly  by  treating  it  as 
any  other  case  of  ague  would  be  treated. 

It  is  probable  that  if  the  miasmatic  influence  were  stronger  here, 
patients  would  have  intermittent  fever  in  its  usual  form  and  in  the 
usual  season  for  it,  and  being  then  cured  would  be  free  from  it  the 
remainder  of  the  year ;  but  as  it  is,  many  have  it  lightly  for  months 
and  do  not  know  they  are  sick.  They  think  they  are  tired,  or  lazy, 
or  growing  old  perhaps,  and  do  not  ask  for  medical  advice,  but 
allow  the  disease  to  run  on  into  the  winter.  In  such  cases,  the 
occurrence  of  any  other  sickness  brings  the  ague  to  the  physician's 
attention,  or  it  continues  until  spring  when  a  few  warm  days 
intensify  the  symptoms,  and  a  case  of  vernal  intermittent  is 
developed. 

Chester  is  situated  on  the  Delaware  River,  and  there  are  flat, 
low  lands  along  the  river,  both  above  and  below  the  town,  but 
these  are  not  so  fruitful  a  source  of  malaria  as  the  extensive  expo- 
sure to  the  sun  in  summer  of  the  fresh  earth  that  is  brought  to  the 
surface  by  the  digging  of  cellars,  the  grading  of  streets,  and  the 
making  of  bricks.  Those  who  live  on  the  meadows  adjoining  the 
city,  if  far  enough  away  to  be  beyond  the  influence  of  the  causes 
just  named,  are  less  liable  to  have  the  disease  than  those  who  live 
in  the  town,  even  on  the  high  grounds  of  the  city,  a  mile  or  more 
from  the  low  lands.  Torpid  liver,  and  subacute  hepatitis  are 
common  complications,  but  dysentery,  which  is  supposed  by  some 
to  be  caused  by  the  same  miasm  as  causes  ague,  is  rarely  seen  and 
only  of  the  very  mildest  kind. 

Smallpox. — Chester  has  had  her  share  of  variola.  The  prejudice 
against  vaccination  and  the  ignorance  of  its  protective  powers  that 
existed  in  the  public  mind  at  the  beginning  of  the  epidemic  is  truly 
astonishing.  The  epidemic  afforded  good  opportunity  to  test  the 
protective  influence  of  vaccination,  and  we  witnessed  that  recent 
revaccination,  though  it  took  ever  so  lightly,  never  failed  to  ex- 
tinguish whatever  susceptibility  to  smallpox  existed  in  the  system^ 
We  also  witnessed  some  interesting  facts  that  will  be  best  stated 
by  describing  the  cases.  A  woman  who  had  never  been  vaccinated 
had  a  severe  attack  of  smallpox.    Her  husband  and  their  two 
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children  had  never  been  vaccinated  until  the  eruption  had  been  two 
days  out  on  her,  when  it  was  done,  and  took  promptly  in  all  thie 
cases.  They  all  lived  together  in  one  room,  night  and  day,  but  the 
vaccination  protected  them.  They  all  had  on  their  vaccinated  arms 
a  pretty  good  crop  of  pustules  that  made  them  look  just  like  the  arms 
of  a  patient  who  had  had  smallpox.  I  was  afraid  to  use  the  virus 
fi'om  them,  for  it  seemed  probable  that  smallpox  inoculation  would 
have  been  the  result. 

Diphtheroid  Tonsillitis. — This  is  a  disease  to  which  I  venture  to 
give  the  above  name  for  want  of  any  other.  It  has  existed  here 
about  eight  years,  and  is  recognized  by  the  following  symptoms. 
The  patient  is  chilly  for  a  day  or  two,  with  slight  soreness  of  the 
muscles.  This  is  followed  hy  a  sharp  headache,  which  is  felt  chiefly 
through  the  temples,  then  a,  stiffness  and  soreness  of  the  muscles  on 
the  back  of  the  neck,  accompanied  by  pain  in  the  legs,  and  some- 
times numbness  in  the  arms.  While  these  general  symptoms  are 
coming  on,  the  throat  becomes  sore,  and  this  is  what  the  physician's 
attention  is  generally  called  to.  At  first  the  tonsils,  uvula,  and  a 
small  part  of  the  palate  are  red  and  swollen.  In  a  day  or  two, 
yellow  patches  are  seen  on  the  inflamed  tonsils,  and  are  sometimes 
mistaken  for  ulcers.  The  general  sj'mptoms  will  continue  a  week 
or  more  if  not  treated,  the  chilliness  gives  way  to  fever,  the  pains 
increase,  the  throat  becomes  painful,  deglutition  is  difficult,  the 
patient  is  greatly  debilitated  and  the  debility  continues  for  a  week 
or  two  after  the  symptoms  have  disappeared.  If  taken  in  the  early 
stage,  this  disease  can  be  cured  in  about  a  day  by  chlorate  of 
potassa,  given  in  ten  grain  doses  every  hour  for  five  or  six  hours, 
and  afterwards  every  two  or  three  hours  while  needed.  It  is  often 
mistaken  for  diphtheria,  sometimes  for  membranous  croup  by  the 
inexperienced,  and  sometimes  for  quinsy  when  it  is  not  seen  and 
successfully  treated  until  the  throat  becomes  very  bad.  The  disease 
is  contagious,  and  generally  affects  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  a  family 
where  it  occurs.  It  attacks  more  than  once  the  same  person,  and 
no  season  is  exempt  from  it.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  extent  of 
country  over  which  this  affection  has  been  noticed,  nor  by  what 
names  it  is  known  to  others. 

Dr.  Ulrioh  presented  the  following  case  of  membranous  croup 
treated  by  calomel : — 

On  Monday,  March  11th,  1872, 1  was  called  to  see  James  Doyle, 
aged  seven  years.  Found  the  patient  pale,  in  a  profuse  perspira- 
tion; pulse  120,  very  hoarse,  and  unable  to  speak  above  a  whisper. 
The  mother  stated  that  he  had  been  hoarse  for  a  few  days,  with 
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symptoms  of  a  bad  cold;  that  she  thought  very  little  about  it  until 
the  night  before  about  twelve  o'clock,  when  he  was  attacked  with 
croup,  at  which  time  she  gave  him  an  emetic  of  syrup  of  ipecacu- 
anha which  seemed  to  relieve  him,  that  he  had  been  better  ever 
since,  but  as  he  continued  hoarse,  she  th9ught  that  I  had  better  see 
him. 

The  parents  were  both  astonished  when  I  told  them  I  would  call 
again  in  the  evening,  and  asked  me  if  I  thought  him  seriously  sick. 
I  replied  that  I  considered  him  very  dangerously  ill. 

Having  seen  perfectly  satisfactory  results  from  the  treatment  of 
a  case  in  the  practice  of  my  friend.  Dr.  Harvey,  in  which  two  hun- 
dred grains  of  calomel  were  given  in  forty-eight  hours,  I  deter- 
mined at  once  to  resort  to  that  treatment,  and  gave  twenty  grains 
immediately.  Late  in  the  evening  I  called  again  and  found  the 
patient  in  nearly  the  same  condition.  I  repeated  the  dose  of  twenty 
grains,  and  left  the  same  dose  to  be  given  in  the  morning. 

Tuesday  12th.  No  change  for  the  better;  pulse  130,  counte- 
nance pale,  cough  muffled,  voice  whispering,  disposed  to  sleep,  but 
frequently  aroused  by  difficulty  of  breathing ;  whistling  respiration ; 
ordered  twenty  grains  more  of  calomel,  and  promised  to  see  him 
soon  again. 

About  noon  a  messenger  came  in  haste  and  said  he  was  dying. 
As  soon  as  I  could  get  my  buggy  ready  I  rode  to  Dr.  Harvey's 
office  and  requested  him  to  see  the  patient  with  me,  which  he  kindly 
did.  The  patient  had  just  gotten  over  a  paroxysm  of  coughing 
which  had  greatly  alarmed  the  parents.  Up  to  this  time  the  bowels 
had  not  been  disturbed  by  the  cilomel,  though  he  had  taken  eighty 
grains  in  the  preceding  twenty-four  hours.  After  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  case,  we  concluded  to  continue  the  treatment,  and 
three  more  doses  were  left,  of  twenty  grains  each,  to  be  given  at 
intervals  of  about  four  hours. 

Wednesday  13th.  I  was  delighted  to  find  that  my  little  patient 
had  had  a  comparatively  comfortable  night.  Pulse  112,  countenance 
less  anxious,  had  coughed  up  some  membranous  shreds  with  con- 
siderable mucous,  breathing  much  relieved,  bowels  had  been  moved 
three  times,  evacuations  watery  with  flocculent  green  matter  float- 
ing in  them.  Directed  a  large  tablespoonful  of  castor  oil,  to  be 
followed  by  a  nourishing  diet.  From  this  time  the  patient  con- 
tinued to  improve  rapidly,  and  was  soon  well. 

No  unpleasant  consequences  followed  the  administration  of  the 
one  hundred  and  forty  grains  of  calomel  in  about  thirty-six  hours. 
And  I  was  a  witness  to  the  fact  that  in  the  case  before  attended  to 
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of  Dr.  Harvey's,  no  harm,  nor  even  disagreeable  results,  followed 
the  giving  of  two  hundred  grains  in  forty-eight  hours. 

I  do  not  presume  to  offer  any  explanation  of  this  action  of  the 
mild  chloride  of  mercury  in  the  treatment  of  membranous  croup, 
but  consider  the  facts  of  gf eat  interest,  and  the  suggestions  offered 
by  these  cases  valuable. 

I  am  aware  that  this  treatment  is  not  new,  but  believe  it  is  less 
practiced  than  it  would  be  if  physicians  had  some  rational  explana- 
tion of  the  action  of  the  calomel  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
trachea,  and  could  understand  why  large  doses,  probably  much 
more  than  is  absorbed  from  the  primse  vise,  have  more  effect  than 
smaller  doses. 

Dr.  C.  C.  Y.  Crawford  presented  the  following : — 
Introrcapsular  Fracture  of  the  Neck  of  the  Bight  Femur  in  a 
Lady^  eighty-one  years  old  ;  Becovery  without  shortening^  and  fair 
use  of  limb. — Mrs.  B.,  a  widow  lady,  eighty-one  years  of  age, 
about  11  A.M.,  August  29th,  1811,  whilst  passing  from  one  room 
to  the  adjoining  one  situated  three  steps  lower,  slipped  and  fell  to 
the  floor,  striking  her  right  hip  upon  the  corner  of  the  lowermost 
step.  The  physical  phenomena  presented  were  characteristic  of 
the  injury,  viz.: — 

1.  Perceptible  shortening  of  the  thigh. 

2.  Foot  of  the  injured  limb  strongly  everted. 

3.  Great  mobility. 

4.  Change  of  position  in  the  great  trochanter,  it  being  drawn  up 
toward  the  ilium  and  in  contact  with  the  acetabular  border,  render- 
ing its  usual  prominence  non-conspicuous,  and  upon  rotating  the 
limb,  the  peculiar  pivotal  motion  of  the  great  trochanter  was  very 
perceptible,  describing  a  considerably  smaller  segment  of  a  circle 
than  it  naturally  does  when  in  its  proper  position. 

5.  Crepitation. 

6.  Great  pain  at  seat  of  fracture  upon  moving  the  limb.  Upon 
ascertaining  the  character  of  the  injury  I  had  to  deal  with,  and 
taking  into  consideration  her  advanced  age,  I  felt  almost  hopeless 
of  securing  any  union,  certainly  not  a  serviceable  one.  The  old 
lady  was  in  good  condition  however,  her  general  health  was  excel- 
lent, and  the  various  functions  unusually  good  and  active  for  one 
of  her  years.  Hence,  after  deliberation,  I  determined,  to  treat  the 
case  as  though  hoping  for  union.  The  fracture  was  reduced  without 
any  material  difficulty,  and  securely  placed  over  a  double-inclined 
plane  (I  should  have  preferred  above  all  other  appliances  a  DaniePs 
fracture-bed,  but  it  was  not  procurable).  The  patient  was  securely 
and  comfortably  fixed  in  her  bed  and  constantly  watched  by  a  good 
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and  attentive  nurse.  Toward  the  end  of  her  treatment,  notwith- 
standing the  use  of  air  pillows  and  great  watchfulness,  a  little 
tenderness  began  to  develop,  which  was  very  nicely  relieved  by 
applying  several  times  daily,  a  saturated  tincture  of  galls  over  the 
entire  sacral  region.  Her  general  health  continued  all  that  could 
be  desired.  After  the  first  three  or  four  nights,  anodynes  were  dis- 
continued (pulv.  ipecac,  et  opii  was  used),  she  slept  well,  the 
appetite  which  at  first  flagged  perceptibly,  was  quickly  restored  by 
the  use  of  the  following  combination : — 

Be.     Elix.  pnini  virg.  ferrat., 
Ext.  taraz.  fld. 
8p.  ammon.  aromat., 

and  with  the  exception  of  a  little  magnesia  and  rhubarb  now  and 
then  as  a  gentle  laxative,  no  medication  was  needed. 

On  the  28th  of  October  following,  the  dressings  were  entirely 
removed.  She  moved  herself  slowly  and  carefully  to  the  edge  of 
her  bed,  put  her  feet  out  upon  the  floor,  and  with  her  arms  around 
the  necks  of  two  assistants,  walked  two-thirds  the  distance  across 
her  chamber,  and  sat  down  in  an  invalid's  chair  that  had  previously 
been  drawn  for  her  in  front  of  the  fire.  During  treatment  we  had 
several  times  been  roundly  scolded  for  not  humoring  all  her  caprices, 
and  I  doubt  not  she  considered  us  hard  masters ;  but  now  the  old 
lady's  delight  was  beyond  description;  with  the  garrulity  of  age, 
she  amidst  mingled  laughing  and  crying,  expressed  again  and  again 
her  great  joy  and  thanks  to  those  who  had  taken  care  of  her.  She 
gradually  learned  to  help  herself,  though  a  very  considerable  time 
elapsed  before  she  gained  sufficient  confidence  to  walk  without 
some  one  in  close  proximity  to  her.  I  doubt  not  the  union  here 
\s  fibro-ligamentous^  and  the  case  is  principally  valuable  as  contro- 
verting the  doctrine  taught  by  the  great  and  learned  Sir  Astley 
Cooper — ^that  because  injuries  of  this  character  in  aged  persons 
unite  so  infrequently  and  never  by  osseous  union,  therefore  it  is 
manifestly  improper  to  torture  the  patient  with  a  protracted  con- 
finement in  the  recumbent  posture,  but  that  it  is  more  advisable  to 
simply  adjust  the  fracture  as  well  as  possible,  keep  the  limb 
extended  upon  a  pillow  for  several  weeks  or  until  the  inflammatory 
symptoms  subside,  and  then  supply  the  deficiency  in  length  by  a 
shoe  constructed  for  the  purpose.  Surely  in  this  case  the  success 
is  ample  recompense  for  the  trials  of  her  enforced  confinement  had 
they  been  thrice  as  long  and  doubly  as  severe ;  and  in  most  cases 
where  the  general  conditions  and  surroundings  are  of  average  fair- 
ness, should  we  not  earnestly  strive  to  secure  union  as  in  other  and 
more  promising  fractures  with  the  least  possible  deformity  even  at 
the  risk  of  some  minor  troubles  ? 
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Severe  Anthrax  of  Neck  invading  Scalp.  Recovery. — H.;  age 
fortj-six  years ;  farmer  by  occupation ;  married ;  sanguine  tempera- 
ment ;  of  average  health  and  physical  powers ;  in  flesh  medium ; 
and  of  regular  habits.  Called  to  see  the  case  on  the  afternoon  of 
May  19th,  1871.  Upon  arrival,  found  patient  suffering  the  most 
excruciating  agony  with  an  anthrax  of  large  size  located  upon  the 
nape  of  the  neck.  On  inquiry,  found  the  inflammatory  action  had 
first  been  noticed  five  days  previously,  and  under  the  supposition 
that  it  was  merely  a  furuncle  "  and  would  not  amount  to  much^^^  he 
had  undertaken  to  treat  his  own  case.  The  severity  of  his  symp- 
toms had  steadily  increased  however,  notwithstanding  his  efforts, 
until  the  day  previous  to  my  visit,  when  the  pain  becoming  intoler- 
able, he  in  a  fit  of  passion  attempted  to  incise  the  part.  Findings 
he  was  incapable  of  executing  the  self-imposed  task  efficiently,  he 
called  to  his  aid  a  stout-hearted,  muscular  daughter  of  Erin, 
employed  in  the  house  as  a  domestic,  and  presenting  her  an  open 
razor,  bade  her  under  pain  of  dismissal  "/o  open  it,^^  After  con- 
siderable demurring  on  her  part  and  urging  upon  his,  the  girl  made 
several  efforts  to  perform  her  first  feat  in  surgery ;  but  after  pretty 
effectually  hacking  the  part,  grew  faint-hearted  and  positively 
declined  to  have  anything  more  to  do  with  it,  saying  "  it  made  her 
sick.^^  The  following  night  he  slept  none  and  was  delirious  most 
of  the  time. 

Physical  examination  revealed  great  tumefaction  of  the  entire 
posterior  aspect  of  the  neck,  with  an  excessively  hard  base,  having 
a  transverse  diameter  of  2f  inches,  and  a  lateral  diameter  of  4^ 
inches,  surrounded  by  a  large  and  highly  inflamed  areola,  and 
outside  of  this  diff'usive  inflammation  of  an  erysipelatous  type 
pulse  146  or  148  per  minute,  hard  and  full;  tongue  heavily  coated 
breath  foul ;  intense  headache ;  face  hot  and  flushed  ;  chilliness  with 
an  occasional  rigor ;  ifotal  loss  of  appetite  (nothing  having  been 
eaten  for  two  daj's).  The  tumor  was  laid  open  freely  by  a  long 
and  deep  crucial  incision,  which  immediately  relieved  the  almost 
unbearable  sense  of  tension  and  burning  heat  which  had  induced 
him  to  make  on  the  previous  day  his  own  abortive  attempt. 
Locally,  he  was  ordered  a  starch  cataplasm,  containing  a  strong  solu- 
tion of  aq.  ext.  opii  in  glycerine  and  water ;  internally  he  was 
ordered 

B     Pil.  hydrapg.  ^bb  ; 
Ext.  ool.  comp.  gr.  v ; 

followed  in  three  hours  by  a  Seidlitz  powder,  and  as  a  febrifuge 
and  diminisher  of  the  heart's  excessive  action,  the  following 
combination : — 
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R     Liq.  ammon.  acetat. 
Morph.  aoetat. 
Sp.  setheris  nit. 
Tr.  verat.  virid. 
Aq.  oamphorsB. 

Upon  calling  next  morning,  found  bowels  had  been  freely  moved, 
fever  very  considerably  abated  (pulse  ranging  from  88  to  90  and 
softer),  headache  very  much  diminished,  and  the  entire  train  of 
constitutional  symptoms  improved  in  their  character  locally,  whilst 
the  affected  part  presented  a  very  angry  appearance,  the  erysipela- 
tous aspect  was  abating,  and  the  pain  was  described  as  ^^numb  and 
gnawing^*  in  its  character.  The  verat.  virid.  which  had  been  given 
in  5  drop  doses  every  two  hours  between  my  first  and  second  visit, 
was  cut  down  to  3  drops  every  two  hours,  with  orders  to  still 
further  diminish  the  dose,  should  the  pulse  fall  as  low  as  60  per 
minute.  A  strong  solution  of  acacia,  made  pleasantly  acid  with 
sue.  limonis,  and  given  ice-cold,  supplied  for  several  days  both 
drink  and  nourishment  (the  stomach  being  intolerant  of  food).  In 
the  course  of  several  days,  the  sloughing  process  beginning  to  be 
pretty  well  marked,  the  starch  cataplasm  was  exchanged  for  one 
composed  of  yeast  and  bran  (warm),  and  the  secretions  being  par- 
tially restored.  Potass,  chlorat.  in  10  grain  doses  was  given  in 
strong  infus.  quassise,  three  times  daily.  An  occasional  dose  of 
pil.  hydrarg.  followed  by  magnes.  cit.,  or  a  Seidlitz  powder,  being 
given  as  occasion  seemed  to  require.  The  slough  becoming  very 
offensive,  necessitated  the  daily  use  of  acid,  carbol.  dilut.  both  as  an 
injection  and  with  the  poultice,  and  the  prompt  removal  of  so  much 
of  the  slough  as  could  from  time  to  time  be  safely  cut  away. 
During  the  latter  portion  of  this  sloughing  process,  the  discharge 
being  very  copious,  and  several  small  bloodvessels  being  involved, 
the  patient^s  strength  decreased  alarmingly,  and  was  aggravated 
greatly  by  a  state  of  most  obstinate  insomnia,  and  for  a  time  it 
seemed  as  though  the  most  carefully  directed  efforts  would  not  keep 
the  patient  out  of  the  low  typhoid  condition  which  so  seriously 
menaced  him.  At  this  stage  of  the  case  both  a  brother  phj'sician 
and  his  own  family  gave  up  all  hope  of  recover}'.  During  this 
critical  period,  neither  opium  nor  any  of  its  preparations  were  well 
borne.  Potass,  bromid.  in  full  doses,  conium,  cannabis  ind.,  etc., 
were  alike  employed  with  no  satisfactory  result,  but  finally, 
refreshing  sleep  was  secured  by  the  use  of  chloral  hydrat.  in  5ss 
doses,  repeated  in  two  hours  or  three  if  necessary.  A  second 
dose,  so  far  as  my  recollection  serves  me,  was  not  required  above 
two  or  three  times  during  the  entire  period  the  drug  was  used, 
which  wa^  about  two  weeks  ;  during  that  time  the  drug  was  gradu- 
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ally  withdrawn,  and  at  the  same  time  so  reduced  in  quantity  that 
its  use  was  terminated  with  15  grain  doses.  During  this  period  he 
was  well  supported  with  beef-essence,  milk-punch,  bread  and  milk, 
and  the  following  tonic  combination : — 

Quin.  snlph. 
Tr.  ferri  olild. 
Strjobniae. 
Glycerina. 
Aqaie. 

A  strange  and  unaccountable  craving  for  cherries  seized  the 
patient  during  the  period  of  reparation,  and  for  four  consecutive 
days  he  ate  nothing  else  but  cherries.  During  the  whole  reparative 
period  he  ate  them  greedily  whenever  he  could  obtain  them,  and  when 
not  obtainable  he  would  weep  like  a  spoiled  child  and  petulantly 
refuse  all  other  nourishment  until  a  fresh  supply  was  secured.  (He 
attributes  his  recovery  very  largely  to  cherries.)  After  the  slough 
became  detached,  a  frightful  cavity  was  presented,  extending  from 
the  occipital  ridge  downwards  6^  inches,  and  varying  in  breadth 
from  1  inch  at  the  lower  extremity  to  4f  inches  between  the  ears. 
The  free  border  of  this  extensive  slough  was  painted  daily  for  a 
time  with 

Tr.  iod. 

Sp.  vftii  rectf.  &&  eq.  pts. 

and  the  only  dressing  used,  consisted  of  the  following  combination 
applied  on  lint. 

Ext.  opii  aq. 

Acid,  oarbolioi. 

Glycerins. 

AqasB. 

Under  this  dressing  and  the  most  scrupulous  care  as  regards 
cleanliness,  together  with  strapping  at  a  later  period,  new  tissue 
rapidly  formed,  the  granulations  being  healthful  and  never  springy 
or  excessive.  August  14th  following,  the  patient  was  discharged 
well.  The  neck  was  for  several  months  quite  stiff  and  incapable  of 
any  extensive  motion.  At  the  period  of  this  report,  as  also  for  a 
number  of  months  prior  thereto,  he  has  enjoyed  the  perfect  use  of 
his  neck  and  the  full  measure  of  his  ordinary  health. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FAYETTE  COUMT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Fayettb  County  has  been  entirely  free  from  epidemic  diseases 
during  the  year ;  in  f3aet,  the  only  serious  epidemics  that  have  visit- 
ed the  county  for  many  j'^ears  have  been  the  contagious  epidemics 
peculiar  to  children. 

During  the  year,  two  cases  of  tetanus  have  come  under  my  ob- 
servation ;  the  first,  a  lad  nine  years  of  age,  had  been  playing  out 
of  doors  and  exerting  himself  until  free  perspiration  was  produced, 
when  he  sat  down  upon  a  stone  pavement  and  soon  became  chilly ; 
after  an  hour  or  more  he  went  home,  and  during  the  next  three 
days  his  parents  noticed  that  he  lacked  his  usual  vivacity;  he  was 
inclined  to  sit  about  the  house,  and  complained  occasionally  of 
being  weary,  yet  was  not  deemed  ill  enough  to  require  medical 
advice.  At  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  he  was 
heard  moaning  by  his  parents,  and  upon  being  questioned  said  his 
back  was  sore  and  his  legs  stiff.  A  physician  (eclectic)  was  im- 
mediately sent  for,  who  prescribed  aconite  internally,  cold  water  to 
the  head,  and  injections  of  tincture  lobelia  per  rectum.  The  treat- 
ment was  continued,  the  symptoms  becoming  constantly  more 
urgent  up  to  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  I  found  him  bathed  in  cold 
perspiration.  Pulse  sixty  per  minute  and  feeble ;  pupils  dilated ; 
intellect  good.  Opisthotonos  violent  and  continued;  jaws  firmly 
closed,  unable  to  swallow.  Chloroform  by  inhalation  would  partly 
relax  the  contracted  muscles;  but  whenever  the  ansBsthetic  was 
withdrawn  and  consciousness  began  to  return,  there  was  also  re- 
turn-  of  the  spasms,  every  muscle  in  the  posterior  part  of  the  body 
and  limbs  being  thrown  into  the  most  violent  and  painful  contrac- 
tion. With  each  exacerbation  of  the  convulsions,  the  action  of  the 
heart  became  irregular  and  intermittent,  as  though  the  tetanic 
condition  extended  to  the  cardiac  muscles.  Between  four  and  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  while  the  opisthotonos  was  extreme,  the 
heart  suddenly  ceased  to  act,  and  the  case  terminated  fatally  in 
fourteen  hours  afber  the  first  well-marked  tetanic  symptoms  were 
noticed.  Idiopathic  tetanus  is  exceedingly  rare  outside  of  the 
tropics.    . 
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Case  second  was  of  a  traumatic  origin.  A  stout  healthy  boy, 
fourteen  years  of  age,  trod  upon  an  iron  garden  rake,  one  of* the 
teeth  entering  the  foot  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  metatarsal 
bones.  Ver}^  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  injury;  a  wet  bandage 
being  kept  on  the  foot,  the  lad  running  about  most  of  the  time, 
until  the  evening  of  the  eighth  day,  when  he  complained  of  pain  in 
the  back  and  difficulty  in  swallowing  Four  or  five  hours  after- 
wards, opisthotonos  was  well-marked,  and  the  ordinary  train  of 
symptoms  peculiar  to  traumatic  tetanus  rapidly  developed.  The 
point  of  interest  in  this  case  is,  that  after  being  treated  by  hypo- 
dermic injections  of  morphia,  and  full  doses  of  hydrate  of  chloral, 
a  plan  that  has  been  lauded  so  highly  of  late,  the  case  terminated 
fatally  during  a  violent  convulsion,  thirty  hours  after  the  first 
development  of  tetanic  symptoms. 

Dr.  F.  H.  Patten,  of  Fairchance,  writes  as  follows:  Case  of 
metro-peritonitis  treated  successfully  by  large  doses  of  opium. 
Was  called  to  see  the  patient  eight  hours  after  the  occurrence  of 
the  chill  that  ushered  in  the  inflammation,  and  which  occurred  the 
second  day  after  labor.  The  pulse  was  one  hundred  and  forty  per 
minute,  hard  and  wiry,  surface  hot  and  dry,  lochia  entirely  sui>- 
pressed.  Vagina  very  hot  and  os  tender ;  knees  drawn  up ;  abdo- 
men extremely  tender  under  pressure ;  respiration  hurried,  and  an 
extremely  anxious  expression  of  countenance.  In  fact  all  the 
symptoms  indicated  unmistakably,  metro-peritonitis  of  a  violent 
character.  I  gave  her  three  grains  of  opium,  and  ordered  the  same 
quantity  to  be  repeated  every  two  hours,  and  directed  warm  fomen- 
tations to  the  abdomen.  Visited  her  in  the  evening,  and  as  there 
was  no  abatement  in  the  symptoms,  I  increased  the  opium  to  three 
and  a  half  grains  every  two  hours.  Next  morning,  September 
12th,  patient  had  not  slept,  and  there  was  no  abatement  of  sym|> 
toms  except  that  the  surface  was  not  so  hot,  and  the  expression  of 
countenance  not  quite  so  anxious.  I  continued  treatment,  adding 
a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  acetate  of  morphia  to  the  powder  she  was 
to  take  at  bedtime.  13th,  slept  four  hours  last  night,  surface  slight- 
ly moist,  pulse  120,  and  general  symptoms  more  favorable.  Con- 
tinue treatment.  1 4th,  slept  five  hours  last  night  and  feels  quite 
comfortable;  slight  lochial  discharge,  also  lacteal  secretion.  Per- 
spiring freely,  pulse  110,  soft.  Powders  to  be  continued  at  inter- 
vals of  three  hours,  unless  signs  of  stupor  appear.  15th,  slept  well 
last  night,  all  the  symptoms  indicate  beginning  convalescence. 
Continue  opium  in  two  grain  doses  every  four  hours.  From  this 
time  my  patient  made  a  rapid,  and  so  far  as  I  know,  complete 
recovery. 
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The  remarkable  tolerance  of  opium  in  these  inflammations  was 
strikingly  illustrated  in  this  case.  During  the  violence  of  the  at- 
tack, she  took  three  and  a  half  grains  of  opium  every  two  hours, 
without  evincing  any  signs  of  stupor.  After  convalescence .  had 
been  fully  established  and  the  opium  discontinued,  the  nurse  gave 
her  in  mistake  one  of  the  three  and  a  half  grain  powders ;  it  then 
produced  the  most  profound  stupor,  lasting  several  hours. 

Dr.  B.  F.  CoNKLiN,  of  Fayette  City,  says:  We  have  had  no  ex- 
tensive epidemics  in  this  part  of  the  county  during  the  year.  We 
have  had  a  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever  scattered  through  the  year. 
I  have  known  of  no  fatal  cases,  and  no  peculiarity  in  the  disease. 
Treatment  stimulating,  with  nutritious  diet. 

Pleurisy  and  pneumonia  became  epidemic  in  January,  continuing 
through  February,  attacking  very  old  people  and  adults.  There 
was  an  unusual  amount  of  bloody  expectoration  from  the  beginning, 
in  nearly  every  case  of  pneumonia,  accompanied  also  by  active 
delirium.  Treatment  in  the  early  stage  was  actively  antiphlogistic, 
the  lancet  being  used  in  a  few  cases  in  which  the  pleura  was  in- 
volved and  the  patient  plethoric.  Where  bleeding  was  not  resorted 
to,  tincture  of  verat.  viride,  or  tartar  emetic,  was  prescribed  to  con- 
trol the  arterial  excitement,  followed  in  the  second  stage  by  stimu- 
lating expectorants,  tonics,  beef-tea,  and  good  food.  One  case,  a 
single  lady  thirty-five  years  of  age,  terminated  fatally  from  sudden 
cerebral  complications. 

W.  S.  DUNCAN, 
CA.  Sanitary  Com. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FRANKLIN  CODOTY  MEDICAL  SOCffiTY. 


Havih o  recently  met  with  an  nnnsnally  interesting  and  rare  case 
in  my  practice,  I  make  it  the  subject  of  my  report,  hoping  it  may 
proye  interesting  to  at  least  some  of  my  co-laborers,  and  that 
they  may  relate  their  experience  which  may  prove  yalaable  to  me 
in  the  treatment  of  my  patient. 

The  case  to  which  I  refer  is  one  of  retro-nterine  haematocele,  a 
rare  kind  of  pelvic  tnmor,  of  which  very  little  has  been  written 
either  by  ancient  or  modem  writers.  The  first  allunon  made  to  it 
was  by  Rnysch,  of  Amsterdam,  in  1737,  after  which  little  attentiom 
was  paid  to  it  for  almost  a  centnry,  when,  in  1831,  lUcamier,  a 
French  surgeon,  under  the  impression  that  he  was  opening  an  ab^ 
scess,  cut  into  a  tumor  behind  the  uterus,  and  gave  exit  to  a  large 
quantity  of  black  grumous  blood.  Bourdon,  one  of  his  pupils, 
published  another  case  in  1841,  and  to  Prot  Gunning  S.  Bedford, 
I  believe  we  are  indebted  for  publishing  the  first  case  in  America. 

The  case  now  under  my  care  and  treatment  is  the  wife  of  one  of 
our  most  respected  citizens  of  Waynesboro,  aged  thirty-two  years, 
the  mother  of  four  children,  the  youngest  of  which  was  bom  Au- 
gust the  27th,  1871.  Iler  health  was  good  after  accouchement ;  her 
menses  returned,  as  was  usual  in  her  case,  about  the  third  month 
after  parturition. 

Feb.  23, 1872.  I  was  called  to  see  her,  and  found  her  sufibring 
with  chills  and  fever,  and  there  was  ccmsiderable  torpidity  of  her 
liver.    By  a  little  treatment  she  soon  regained  her  usual  health. 

March  5.    She  was  taken  suddenly  ill  with  pain  in  her  pelvis. 

March  10.  Her  menses  occurred  which  continued  until  the  17th 
or  18th  of  the  month.  During  this  menstrual  period  she  sufilered  ~ 
extreme  pain  at  intervals,  which  was  so  unusual  that  her  husband 
consulted  me  in  regard  to  it,  and  I  prescribed  anodynes  freely,  but 
to  very  little  purpose.  Her  menses  ceased  about  this  time,  but  her 
sufibring  continued. 

March  19th.  I  was  again  sent  for,  and  found  her  sitting  in  a 
rocking-chair.    She  was  weak,  as  we  find  women  Just  recovering 
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from  menorrhagia;  her  tongue  was  pale  but  otherwise  natural; 
skin  natural ;  pulse  small  and  frequent.    She  spoke  of  an  unnatural 
sensation  she  experienced  in  her  pelvis,  which  she  attributed  to 
some  uterine  derangement,  stating  that  her  menstruation  was 
never  before  so  painful  as  this  time.    I  continued  anodynes  to  allay 
the  pain,  and  prescribed  a  solution  of  quinia  et  ferri  citras  to  tone 
up  her  system.    I  did  not  anticipate  anything  serious,  and  request- 
ed her  to  send  for  me  if  her  trouble  continued.    The  following  day, 
March  20th,  I  was  sent  for  in  great  haste,  and  found  her  with  a 
small,  weak,  frequent  pulse  (120  per  minute),  with  faintness  and 
cold  extremities,  nausea  and  vomiting,  and  extreme  agonizing  pain 
in  her  pelvis.    She  had  just  had  an  evacuation  from  her  bowels, 
which  almost  threw  her  into  convulsions,  and  a  constant  desire 
continued  to  defecate  and  micturate.    I  made  a  close  examination 
of  her  condition,  and  found   a  tumor  in  her  pelvis,  projecting 
high  in  the  abdomen,  which  was  very  tender  to  the  touch — indeed 
her  entire  abdomen  was  sensitive  to  palpation.    Upon  introduc- 
ing my  finger  into  the  vagina,  I  found  a  tumor  posterior  to  it 
which  almost  closed  this  canal.    The  uterus  was  lower  down  than 
normal     The  os  soft  and  patulous,  and  directed  backward  and 
downward  instead  of  upward  and  forward  as  is  the  case  in  retro- 
version where  the  fundus  is  tilted  back.     This  tumor  was  soft, 
smooth,  and  obscurely  fluctuating,  and  exceedingly  sensitive  to  the 
touch.    I  located  it  in  the  pouch  formed  between  the  rectum  and 
uterus,  known  as  Douglas'  cul-de-sac    To  make  no  mistake  in  my 
diagnosis  I  introduced  my  index  finger  into  the  rectum,  which  I 
found  closed  by  the  pressure  of  this  tumor,  which  fully  accounted 
for  her  great  suffering  when  at  stool.    There  was  no  preternatural 
heat  about  those  parts  that  I  could  detect,  nor  did  I  find  that  dry 
state  of  the  mucous  surfaces  which  is  a  natural  sequence  of  inflam- 
mation and  abscess.    I  was  fully  convinced  of  its  true  nature  after 
consulting  the  different  authors  to  which  I  had  access,  and  talking 
the  case  over  with  Dr.  Frantz.    I  ordered  an  enema  of  warm  water, 
and  warm  fomentations  over  her  abdomen,  and  gave  an  anodyne 
€very  two  hours  until  she  was  free  from  pain. 

March  21,  8  o'clock  A.M.  Patient  vomiting.  Ordered  five 
drops  of  chlorodyne  in  a  little  sweetened  water  every  fifteen  min- 
utes until  vomiting  ceased,  followed  by  a  tablespoonful  of  oil  ricini 
every  four  hours  until  her  bowels  were  cleared  out;  to  remain 
in  the  recumbent  position,  and  use  a  bedpan  when  occasion  re- 
quired. The  enema  and  oil  gave  her  a  free  evacuation  without 
such  suffering  as  she  endured  whilst  her  bowels  remained  in  a 
constipated  condition.    Pulse  106  per  minute. 
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8  o'clock  P.M.  She  still  continues  very  sick.  I  gave  her  the 
tincture  of  verat.  viride,  and  bromide  of  potassium  all  day,  to  allay 
nervous  symptoms,  and  fever,  which  was  now  a  prominent  symp- 
tom, as  considerable  peritonitis  was  developed.  The  tumor  had  in- 
creased since  the  previous  day,  and  pressed  with  such  force  towards 
the  vagina  that  spontaneous  evacuation  of  it  seemed  quite  probable. 
Pulse  100.  Ordered  another  enema,  and  a  quarter  grain  of  morphia 
sulph.  every  two  hours  until  rest  is  procured,  and  chlorodyne  if 
nausea  should  ensue. 

March  21, 1  o'clock  P.M.  Pulse  120;  unable  to  lie  down;  suf- 
fering with  dyspnoea.  Ordered  sinapisms  over  her  abdomen,  whicb 
was  now  very  tender  to  the  touch,  so  much  so  that  she  was  unable 
to  bear  the  weight  of  the  bedclothes  without  pain.  The  case  looked 
exceedingly  critical ;  I  asked  for  a  consultation,  and  Dr.  B.  Frantz 
was  sent  for,  who,  after  making  an  examination,  fully  concurred  witb 
me  in  my  diagnosis  and  treatment.  He  recommended  anodyne 
enemas  to  allay  pain  and  uneasiness  about  the  lower  bowel,  which 
answered  quite  a  good  purpose. 

March  22,  8  o'clock  A.M.  Rested  tolerably  well  through  the 
night.    Pulse  118 ;  had  to  remain  in  a  semi-erect  posture  all  night. 

12  o'clock  noon.  Suffers  very  much;  pulse  130;  respiration 
hurried 

6  o'clock  P.M.  Suffers  less  pain,  but  pulse  continues  130  per 
minute. 

11  P.M.  Skin  moist  and  pleasant ;  resting  well  but  not  sleeping ; 
not  quite  so  much  tenderness  over  the  abdomen;  sinapisms  followed 
by  warm  fomentations  continued.    Pulse  120. 

March  23,  8  o'clock  A.M.  Comparatively  comfortable ;  pulse 
124;  she  takes  fluid  nourishment  for  the  first  time.  There  was 
complete  anorexia. 

5  o'clock  P.M.    She  continues  very  much  the  same. 

10  o'clock  P.M.    Tolerably  comfortable ;  pulse  120. 

March  24,  8  o'clock  A.M.  Less  tenderness  over  abdomen ;  pulse 
100;  decidedly  less  constitutional  disturbance ;  free  epistaxis;  tongue, 
which  had  become  much  coated  and  swollen  along  the  edges,  is  now 
cleansing,  and  she'  has  some  appetite  for  certain  articles  of  food. 
The  tumor  is  diminishing  in  size  and  seems  higher  in  the  pelvis, 
pressing  more  on  the  fundus  of  the  uterus  and  towards  the  right 
illiac  fossa,  and  less  on  the  rectum.  She  feels  better  in  every 
respect,  and  has  less  tenesmus. 

9^  P.M.  Pulse  100;  skin  moist  and  natural;  improving;  her 
bowels  were  freely  moved. 
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March  25, 8^  A.M.  Pulse  98;  patient  comparatively  comfortable; 
she  slept  a  good  portion  of  the  night. 

9^  P.M.  The  day  was  passed  without  much  suffering;  pulse  92; 
tumor  diminishing  in  size. 

March  26,  9  A.M.    Pulse  84 ;  patient  comfortable. 

9  P.M.  Pulse  90 ;  continues  comfortable,  and  her  appetite  is 
good.  Dr.  Frantz,  after  making  an  examination,  reports  the  tumor 
rapidly  diminishing.    Her  general  appearance  is  decidedly  better. 

March  27,  AM.    Pulse  84.    She  still  continues  comfortable. 

March  28,  2  P.M.    Pulse  84 ;  still  resting  easy. 

March  30,  Pulse  80 ;  there  is  a  rapid  improvement. 

April  2.  Tumor  harder  and  less  elastic,  smaller  and  less  tender 
to  the  touch ;  tenderness  over  abdomen  almost  gone ;  feels  well 
enough  to  sit  up  a  portion  of  the  day;  pulse  Yfi  per  minute. 

April  T.  Patient  improving  in  every  way,  but  left  quite  anaemic^ 
and  emaciated.  Prescribed  a  solution  of  potassse  chloras  and  tine, 
ferri  chloridL 

The  cause  in  this,  as  in  the  majority  of  such  cases,  is  obscure. 
She  tells  me  she  used  great  exertion  on  several  occasions 
prior  to  her  first  pain  and  subsequent  trouble.  The  cause  then 
may  be  clearly  traced  to  one  of  two  things,  viz.,  heavy  lifting  or 
congestion  of  the  pelvic  viscera  during  the  catamenial  period. 
As  she  menstruates  the  third  month  after  parturition,  and  she  tells 
me,  of  late,  she  menstruated  twice  a  month,  we  have  every  evidence 
of  unusual  activity  of  her  uterine  functions,  and  may,  I  think, 
safely  conclude  that  this  hsematocele  was  the  result  of  an  abnormal 
determination  of  blood  to  the  pelvis.  In  a  pathological  view  of 
this  subject  we  would  infer  that  the  definition  of  hsBmatocele  has 
no  relation  whatever  to  the  cause  of  the  hemorrhage  which  forms 
the  tumor.  This  disease  consists  in  the  collection  of  a  mass  of 
blood  in  the  pelvis,  whatever  be  its  source,  and  this  blood  gravitates 
to  the  most  dependent  part.  Ordinarily,  it  has  its  origin  from  one 
of  the  following  sources : — 

1.  Direct  escape  of  blood  from  vessels  in  or  near  the  pelvis. 

2.  Reflux  of  blood  from  the  uterus  or  tubes. 

3.  Transudation  of  blood  from  adjacent  tissues  in  consequence 
of  dyscrasia. 

Hsematocele,  like  dropsy,  is  only  a  symptom  of  disease.  Whatever 
be  the  source  of  the  blood,  it  collects  either  in  the  most  dependent 
part  of  the  peritoneum,  or  in  the  pelvic  areolar  tissue  beneath  it, 
where  it  remains  for  a  time  fluid,  and  then  partially  coagulates,  and 
becomes  a  grumous  mass,  like  currant  jelly,  and  lastly,  all  the  fluid 
being  absorbed,  a  hard  resisting  tumor  of  fibrinous  material 
remains.    Should  the  collection  occur  in  the  peritoneum,  we.  are 
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told  by  Prof.  T.  Gaillftrd  Thomas,  of  New  York,  a  localized  perito- 
nitis forms  for  it  a  roof  of  effhsed  lymph,  and,  if  it  collects  in 
the  areolar  tissue  of  the  pelvis,  the  effused  blood  will  make  its 
own  nidus,  by  percolating  the  loose  structure,  and  mechanically 
creating  a  space  in  it.  From  either  of  these  positions  it  is  entirely 
absorbed,  reduced  to  a  hard  tumor,  which  may  remain  for  a  long 
time,  or  be  discharged  by  the  rectum  or  vagina,  or  into  the  peri- 
toneum. The  last  result,  fortunately  however,  seems  rare.  The 
causes  which  give  rise  to  this  tumor  must  necessarily  be  various,  but 
congestion  of  the  pelvic  organs  must  greatly  predispose  to  it.  Dr. 
Yoison,  a^  eminent  French  physician,  who  perhaps  gave  this  subject 
more  attention  than  any  other  person,  reported  a  detailed  history  of 
86  cases  of  retro-uterine  heematocele.  He  states  that  it  is  the  result 
of  hemorrhage  into  the  folds  of  the  peritoneum,  behind  the  uterus, 
A*om  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  Fallopian  tube,  or  of  the  uterus,  or 
of  themembrane  of  the  Graafian  vesicle,  and  that  it  always  takes  place 
at  the  time  of  the  menstrual  discharge,  the  determination  of  blood 
into  the  pelvis  having  been  abnormally  great.  Non-encysted  efiti- 
sions  of  blood  proceed  from  the  same  parts,  the  hemorrhage  being 
so  violent  that  the  patient  dies  before  the  effused  blood  can  become 
surrounded  by  a  limiting  membrane ;  and  also  from  a  ruptured 
sub-ovarian  varix,  when  the  hemorrhage  is  so  rapid  that  the  patient 
dies  (not  one  has  lived  more  than  twelve  hours),  before  there  is  a 
possibility  of  a  cyst  being  formed.  In  ten  of  the  cases  of  hema- 
tocele that  came  under  his  own  notice.  Dr.  Yoison  was  able  to  obtain 
precise  information  respecting  the  direct  cause  of  the  affection. 
In  all  the  ten  the  first  symptoms  coincided  with  the  catamenial 
period.  In  seven,  sexual  intercourse  had  taken  place  while  the 
courses  were  on,  and  a  commencing  pain  was  produced  during  the 
venereal  act.  In  the  others,  one  had  passed  a  whole  night  at  a  ball ; 
another  had  scoured  a  floor,  and  another  had  washed  clothes,  ex- 
posed to  severe  cold.  Dr.  Yoison  states  emphatically  that  no  proof 
was  ever  given  of  the  extra-peritoneal  seat  of  retro-uterine  hsemato- 
cele ;  the  contrary,  however,  is  asserted  by  Prof.  Gross,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  is  good  authority.  The  diseases  with  which  this 
affection  may  be  confounded  are  :— 

Pelvic  cellulitis  or  abscess; 

Retroversion ; 

Extra-uterine  pregnancy ; 

Fibrous  tumor; 

Dislocated  ovarian  cyst ;  and 

Cancerous  deposit  in  pelvic  tissue. 

The  prognosis  is  governed  by  the  severity  of  the  attack,  but 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


FRANKLIN   COUNTY   MEDICAL   80CIIT7.  128 

generally  is  layorable.  The  process  of  absorption,  when  this  takes 
place  (we  are  told  by  Thomas)  may  be  accomplished  in  three  weeks, 
but  six  months  may  elapse  before  it  is  complete.  The  most  rational 
treatment  must  be : — 

1.  To  check  the  tendency  to  flirther  loss  of  blood  by  placing 
your  patient  in  the  recumbent  position,  and  removing  all  exciting 
causes. 

2.  To  prevent  death  from  prostration  by  giving  stimulants  and 
opiates. 

8.  To  relieve  pain  by  the  free  use  of  anodynes  either  by  the 
mouth,  anus,  or  subcutaneously  with  the  hyjiodermic  syringe. 
Surgical  interference  is  improper,  for  the  following  reasons:— 

1.  It  was  discovered  that,  when  not  interfered  with,  hsematocele 
very  generally  passed  away  rapidly. 

2.  That  the  dangers  of  puncture  were  greater  than  leaving  the 
tumor  imdisturbed.  Especially  must  this  be  the  case  in  the  perito- 
neal form  of  the  disease. 

8.  Medical  means  exerted  a  marked  controlling  influence  over  its 
complications. 

Special  circumstances  must  be  our  guide  as  to  treatment  and 
surgical  interference. 

I.  N.  SNIVELY. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MERCER  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Merger  County  is  a  western  border  county  of  Pennsylvania, 
about  seventy-five  miles  south  of  Erie.  The  population,  except  the 
miners,  who  constitute  about  one-seventh  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county,  are  mostly  of  American  descent.  The  miners  are  English, 
Scotch,  and  German,  with  a  few  Irish.  The  general  character  of 
the  surfece  of  the  county  is  undulating.  The  valley  of  the  Shenan- 
go  varies  in  width  from  two  or  three  hundred  yards  to  a  mile.  In 
some  localities  there  are  marshes,  and  in  others  ponds  connected 
with  the  Erie  Canal,  and  in  others  both.  There  are  considerable 
quantities  of  bituminous  coal  lying  in  beds  of  ten  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  at  a  depth  of  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  from  the  surface.  These  strata  vary  in  depth  according  to 
their  distance  from  the  Shenango  Valley,  being  deeper  five  or  six 
miles  back  than  near  the  valley.  They  vary  also  in  thickness  from 
two  and  a  half  to  four  and  a  half  feet.  There  are  three  rolling 
mills  and  sixteen  blast  furnaces  in  the  valley,  and  much  of  the  coal 
mined  is  consumed  by  these  works.  Aside  from  the  mining  popula- 
tion and  the  furnace  and  rolling  mill  operatives,  the  inhabitants 
are  chiefly  farmers,  and  in  pretty  good  circumstances,  as  the  soil 
of  nearly  all  parts  of  the  county  is  naturally  fertile. 

In  my  sanitary  report  I  will  first  give  such  information  as  I  have 
at  command  relative  to  diseases  prevailing  throughout  the  county, 
and  then  notice  briefly  the  form  of  the  Shenango  Valley. 

Dr.  James  A.  Brush,  of  Sheakleyville,  north  part  of  the  county, 
writes:  "  The  diseases  most  prevalent  in  this  part  of  the  county  du- 
ring the  past  year  have  been  scarlatina,  rubeola,  diphtheria,  pneu- 
monia, and  rheumatism.  Last  summer,  diphtheria  was  epidemic 
My  father  and  myself  treated  fifty  cases  and  had  four  deaths." 
This  disease  appears  to  have  occurred  sporadically  in  nearly  all 
parts  of  the  county,  and  to  have  exhibited  everywhere  else  a  large 
percentage  of  mortality.  Out  of  nine  cases  treated  by  myself  and 
partner,  three  died ;  two  of  them  by  extension  of  the  exudation  to 
the  larynx.    In  one  of  these  cases,  a  lady  thirty-seven  years  old 
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the  pulse  never  rose  above  eighty-five  until  twenty-four  hours  before 
death,  when  the  exudation,  which  had  entirely  disappeared  from 
the  throat,  suddenly  developed  itself  in  the  larynx.  She  was  sick 
seven  days,  and  her  temperature  had  been  104J°  for  three  days  ;  it 
then  sank  to  102^^  as  the  exudation  left  the  throat.  After  it  re- 
appeared in  the  larynx,  the  dyspnoea  was  too  great  to  admit  of 
taking  the  temperature  from  the  mouth. 

Diphtheria,  so-called  in  this  region,  like  scarlet-fever,  presents 
every  degree  of  severity,  from  the  most  trifling  ailment  ^to  the 
gravest.  I  have  long  had  my  own  nosology  of  this  disease,  as  it 
occurs  here.  I  made  three  classes  of  cases,  the  second  of  which 
I  now  regard  as  corresponding  with  Da  Costa's  ulcero-membranous 
sore  throat,  the  third  having  a  slight  flocculent  exudation  which 
disappears,  leaving  little  or  no  ulceration ;  both  these  exhibit  very 
little  constitutional  involvement.  The  first  class,  on  the  contrary, 
always  does. 

Dr.  Ross,  of  Greenville,  and  Dr.  Mehard,  of  Mercer,  both  speak 
of  the  excessive  mortality  of  diphtheria  in  the  sporadic  cases  which 
have  occurred  in  this  part  of  the  county.  Scarlet-fever,  measles, 
and  whooping-cough  have  prevailed  more  or  less  all  over  the  coun- 
ty. Scarlet-fever  has  generally  been  of  the  anginose  form,  but 
malignant  cases  now  and  then  occur.  Dr.  Ross  says  the  majority 
of  the  deaths  under  his  observation  were  caused  by  the  sequelae ; 
more  frequently  from  the  debility  and  wasting  effects  of  suppura- 
tive adenitis,  than  from  albuminuria.  Dr.  Mehard,  in  speaking  of 
the  disease  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  says  the  cases  were 
mostly  of  the  simple  form,  but  many  of  them  were  followed  by 
albuminuria,  and  one  with  hsematuria  and  albuminuria.  This  re- 
covered. Several  cases  of  hsematuria  and  albuminuria  combined 
occurred  in  the  practice  of  the  writer  and  his  partner  (of  Sharon) 
and  also  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Hillier,  of  West  Middlesex,  who 
represents  the  south  part  of  the  county.  These  cases  generally 
recovered,  although  their  convalescence  was  slow.  Treatment 
varied  in  different  cases;  generally  on  the  discovery  of  blood, 
something  like  the  following  for  a  few  days :  potass,  bicarb.,  tinct. 
digitalis,  spirit,  aether,  nitrosi  with  syr.  acaciae,  in  doses  suited  to  the 
age  of  the  child,  and  at  intervals  of  an  hour,  with  thick  warm  mush 
poultices  applied  across  the  lumbar  region,  and,  when  the  child 
could  tolerate  them,  entirely  around  the  body.  Diet  according  to 
condition  of  stomach  and  bowels.  After  the  blood  disappeared,  this 
treatment  was  generally  changed  to  a  tonic  course,  in  which  tinct. 
of  iron  and  quinia  were  usually  employed. 

Measles  have  prevailed  more  or  less  through  the  county.    In  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


126  BBPOBT   or   THB 

neighborhood  of  Sharon  the  sequebe  have  caused  several  deaths, 
especially  when  complicated  with  whoopingKX>ngh,  as  was  freqaenUj 
the  case.  The  latter  disease  has  prevaUed  generally.  Eemittent 
and  typhoid  fevers  have  not  been  epidemic  in  the  county.  The 
few  sporadic  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  exhibited  a  large  perc^it- 
age  of  mortality.  The  phlegmasise  generally,  except  rheumatism, 
have  been  less  prevalent  than  usual.  Rheumatism  in  its  various 
forms  with  neuralgia  has  been  more  than  usually  prevalent,  and 
many  gf  the  cases  have  been  unusually  obstinate  and  difficult  to 
manage.  Pulmonary  consumption  has  made  about  its  average 
number  of  victims.  Cholera  infantum,  which,  for  several  years 
previous  to  last  year,  prevailed  with  great  severity  and  fatality  in 
Sharon,  was  less  common  and  much  less  fatal  last  year.  Nothing 
is  said  by  other  members  of  our  society  of  metritis  or  metro-peri- 
tonitis, among  their  lying-in  patients.  These  accidents  have  oc- 
curred to  twelve  of  our  patients  within  the  year,  two  of  which 
terminated  fktally ;  in  the  fatal  cases  the  peritonitis  became  gene- 
ral, or  at  least  extensive.  In  the  others  it  was  either  absent  or 
circumscribed.  Several  of  them  made  very  tedious  recoveries. 
The  use  of  obstetric  instruments  in  labor  is  becoming  much  more 
general  than  formerly.  The  influence  of  the  increasing  number 
of  intelligent  and  enlightened  practitioners  in  the  county  is  gradu- 
ally destroying  the  prejudices  against  the  use  of  instruments  which 
had  years  since  been  implanted  in  the  minds  of  the  community  by 
ignorant  and  timid  practitioners. 

Dr.  Ross  speaks  of  a  difficult  and  tedious  case  of  labor  to  which 
he  was  called  in  consultation.  He  says  it  was  a  ^^  diversion  of  the 
six  position  of  the  vertex,"  the  forehead  being  locked  on  the  sym- 
'  physis  pubis.  He  succeeded  by  an  adroit  manipulation  of  the  in- 
struments in  favorably  changing  the  position,  and  thereby  promptly 
delivering. 

In  June  last  the  writer  was  called  to  assist  a  practitioner  about 
six  miles  from  town,  in  a  case  of  labor.  Found  the  patient  a 
primipara,  aged  27.  She  had  been  a  subject  of  rachitis,  and  had 
posterior  spinal  curvature.  On  making  an  examination  per  va- 
ginam,  I  found  what  the  attending  physician  stated  was  correct. 
The  antero-posterior  diameter  of  the  superior  strait  was  greatly 
diminished.  The  lower  segment  of  the  uterus  was  making  an  inef- 
fectual effort  to  enter  the  strait,  and,  although  she  bad  been  in  labor 
sixty  hours,  dilatation  of  the  os  was  by  no  means  complete,  not 
much  larger  than  a  silver  dollar.  There  were  some  signs  of 
exhaustion,  and  half  a  grain  of  morphia  was  given  with  the  hopes 
of  procuring  some  rest,  in  order  to  fit  her  for  the  final  struggle, 
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which  I  was  satisfied  must  he  cephalotomy.    She  got  several  hours 
sleep,  took  some  heef-tea,  and  experienced  a  return  of  the  pains. 
I  had  gone  home  and  was  again  summoned  twenty-four  hours  after 
my  first  visit.    Found  the  head  at  the  superior  strait  as  before,  and 
dEatation  to  an  extent  sufiicient  to  enable  me  to  proceed  with  the 
operation,  the  necessity  fbr  which  now  seemed  urgent.    The  im- 
pulses of  the  foetal  heart  oould  not  be  detected.    With  Blot's  per- 
forator I  soon  succeeded  in  opening  the  sagittal  suture ;  when  I 
proceeded  with  Meigs'  straight  and  curved  forceps  to  try  to  remove 
portions  of  the  parietal  bones.    This  proved  a  very  difficult  and 
tedious  part  of  the  operation,  owing  to  the  distance  of  the  head 
from  the  vulva.    Having  worked  about  half  an  hour  I  found  my 
fingers  and  wrists  nearly  paralyzed,  and  that  the  patient  was 
beginning  to  show  signs  of  exhaustion,  her  pulse  having  risen  to 
150.    By  this  time  I  had,  however,  removed  considerable  portions 
of  the  parietal  bones,  with  small  portions  of  the  Arontal.    I  was 
careful  to  disturb  the  scalp  as  little  as  possible,  so  as  to  make  it  act 
as  a  sheath  to  protect  the  soft  parts  against  the  sharp  edges  of  the 
broken  bones  when  their  descent  should  take  place.    At  this  stage 
of  the  operation  we  rested  twenty  minutes,  and  then  gave  the 
JfiKtient  an  ansesthetic  composed  of  one  part  of  chloroform  to  two  of 
ether.    I  soon  secured  a  firm  hold  on  the  occipital  bone  with  the 
crooked  forceps,  and  brought  the  remains  of  the  head  down  into 
the  pelvic  cavity;  the  body  proved  to  be  of  small  size,  and  passed 
through  the  contracted  strait  without  much  difficulty.    I  estimated 
the  space  between  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum  and  the  symphysis 
pubis  at  2^  inches.    The  mother  made  a  good  recovery,  and  is 
again  pregnant.    I  have  proposed  bringing  on  labor  at  seven 
months. 

The  Shenango  Yalley  presents  peculiarities  in  a  sanitary  point  of 
view  quite  different  from  the  other  parts  of  the  county,  and  its 
malarial  influence  is  seen  often  two  or  three  miles  back  from  the 
river.  Many  cases  of  disease  are  found  to  be  clad  in  the  livery  of 
malaria,  and  ague  in  some  occurs  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  For 
example,  a  severe  case  of  pneumonia,  involving  almost  the  whole  of 
the  right  lung,  fell  tb  the  writer's  care  last  fall.  Dyspnoea  was  great, 
so  much  so,  that  the  patient  could  not  lie  down,  and  was  propped 
nearly  straight  up.  He  had  two  severe  chills  with  shaking  on  two 
consecutive  days.  Quinia  and  carb.  ammonia  were  fireely  exhibited ; 
.  no  more  chills  occurred,  and  the  disease  ran  its  natural  course  to  a 
fiivorable  termination.  Chills  and  shakes  separately  and  together, 
followed  by  the  febrile  and  sweating  stage,  occur  here  often  in 
winter,  as  well  as  at  other  places  in  the  valley,  particularly  Wheat- 
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land  and  West  Middlesex.  There  are  occasional  cases  of  fever  in 
Sharon  and  vicinity,  of  a  grade  not  recognized  in  our  present  noso- 
logical arrangement.  As  an  example  (and  I  have  seen  several  snch), 
I  was  requested  last  winter  to  see  a  young  man  who  had  been  sick 
a  week.  Another  physician  had  seen  him  five  days  before,  and 
regarded  his  illness  as  trifling  and  likely  to  pass  away  soon.  His 
pulse  was  normal,  his  tongue  nearly  so.  There  was  no  pain,  and 
there  had  been  none ;  bowels  regular ;  urine  a  little  high  colored ; 
but  little  thirst ;  appetite  poor ;  some  debility,  although  he  sat  up 
the  greater  part  of  the  period  of  his  sickness,  which  was  about 
three  weeks.  His  temperature  was  morning  and  evening  with  little 
variation  103  for  more  than  a  week,  when  it  began  to  decline.  At 
that  time  there  was  a  slight  looseness  of  his  bowels,  not  amounting^ 
to  diarrhoea  and  without  tympanitis,  which  lasted  two  days.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  third  week,  the  temperature  gradually  declined  until 
it  became  normal  about  the  twentieth  day.  Some  might  regard 
this  as  remittent  fever,  but  I  could  not  find  the  remission ;  others 
as  a  mild  case  of  typhoid  fever :  but,  if  the  word  typhoid  is  to  have 
its  proper  signification  as  applied  to  well-marked  cases  of  continued 
fever,  this  and  similar  cases  are  not  typhoid]  for  there  was  no 
stupor,  and,  on  the  contrary,  no  vigilance  or  insomnia.  The  diag- 
nosis of  intermittent  from  remittent  fevers  is  not  always  practicable 
the  first  or  even  the  second  day  of  the  disease  by  the  general  symp- 
toms. In  many  intermittent  cases  the  fever  comes  on  without  a 
chill  or  with  slight  shiverings,  and  continues  with  little  abatement 
of  temperature  for  twenty-four,  thirty-six,  and  even  forty-eight 
hours.  In  the  mean  time,  the  general  symptoms  are  those  of 
remittent  fever,  but  the  thermometer  shows  a  higher  average  daily 
temperature  than  remittent  gives,  and  quinia  is  administered 
without  stint.  The  topograpl^y  of  diflferent  parts  of  the  valley 
evidently,  as  might  be  expected,  modifies  the  ratio  of  cases  of 
intermittents.  At  Sharpsville,  two  and  a  half  miles  above  Sharon, 
the  ground  rises  almost  precipitously  from  the  water's  edge  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  to  a  height  of  say  150  feet,  and  is  largely 
covered  with  timber.  On  the  east  side,  the  ground  rises  at  a 
distance  from  the  river  of  100  to  150  yards  more  gradually  to  about 
an  equal  height.  On  this  the  town  is  built.  There  are  no  ponds 
or  marshes.  About  one-tenth  of  the  population  had  malarial  fever 
the  past  year.  At  this  place  (Sharon),  the  valley  is  about  half  a  mile 
wide;  not  marshy,  but  within  its  limits  are  probably  twelve  acres  of 
ponds,  containing  water  either  entirely  or  partially  stagnant.  Fully 
sixty-fiv«  per  cent,  of  the  population  have  had  malarial  fevers. 
Wheatland  and  West  Middlesex,  both  below  Sharon,  are  similarly 
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situated,  except  that  they  both  have  considerable  marshes  immedi- 
ately above  their  sites.     The  ratio  of  cases  in  these  populations  has 
been  fully  eighty  per  cent.     I  believe  any  physician  who  practices 
in  such  districts  will  soon  come  to  regard  malarial  diseases  as  the 
opprobria  medicorum.    Fully  four-fifths  of  the  cases  relapse  in 
from  five  to  twenty  days  after  the  first  attack.    Of  the  remaining 
one-fifth,  a  good  proportion  believe  this,  that,  or  the  other,  doctor, 
and  this,  that,  or  the  other  popular  medicine,  can,  or  will  effectually 
and  permanently  cure.    Among  the  many  formulae  I  have  used, 
the  following  has  proved  most  effectual  as  cure  and  preventive : 
Quiniae  sulph.  9iv ;  acidi  arseniosi,  strychniaB  sulph.  aa  gr.  j  ;  acid, 
sulph.  aromat.  n^viij  ;  ext.  gentianse,  q.s.    Reduce  the  quinia  to  a 
pulp  with  the  sulph.  acid;   add  the  other  ingredients  and  make 
twenty  pills  (they  can  be^nade  ffmall)  :  one  to  be  taken  three  or  five 
times  a  day  until  the  paroxysms  are  interrupted ;  afterwards  one  a 
day  for  the  balance  of  the  summer  and  autumn.    It  is  difiScult  to 
get  the  last  clause  of  these  directions  observed,  but,  when  strictly 
observed,  immunity  is  generally  secured. 

Dr.  James  A.  Brush  furnishes  the  following  somewhat  peculiar 
case.  He  was  called  a  few  months  since  to  see  a  young  lady,  set.  18, 
then  sick  about  a  year.  On  entering  her  apartment  he  heard  a 
sound  so  unusual  and  peculiar  that  he  inquired  what  it  was  of  the 
parents,  and  was  told  that  it  was  their  daughter  coughing.  He  ap- 
proached her  bedside  "and  found  her  lying  on  her  right  side,  pale, 
weak,  emaciated  almost  to  a  skeleton,  coughing  and  vomiting, 
tongue  red  and  glossy,  and  pulse  hardly  perceptible ;  indeed,  she 
was  almost  moribund."  Coughing,  which  had  been  the  first  symp- 
tom, had  continued  about  three  months  when  vomiting  began,  and 
both  symptoms  continued  until  the  doctor's  visit.  Two  "able 
physicians"  had  successively  attended  her,  and  had  diagnosed  her 
disease ;  the  one,  as  lung  trouble,  the  other,  as  organic  disease  of 
the  stomach.  Upon  careful  examination,  the  doctor  "  discovered 
that  the  uvula  had  at  its  centre  grown  so  as  to  form  an  angle,  and 
the  extremity  lay  on  the  back  part  of  the  left  tonsil."  He  excised 
the  uvula,  the  vomiting  and  coughing  ceased  at  once ;  tonics  were 
employed,  nutrition  was  resumed,  and  health  completely  restored 
in  a  few  weeks. 

Dr.  Mehard  mentions  two  cases  of  puerperal  convulsions ;  one  of 
which  was  treated  with  bromide  of  potassium  and  chloral,  the  other 
with  the  bromide  alone ;  both  successfully.  They  had  been  bled 
freely  before  taking  the  medicine,  and  still  the  convulsions  con- 
tinued until  apparently  arrested  by  their  action.  One  of  the  patients 
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took,  by  mistake,  seveii  drachms  of  the  bromide  at  one  dose,  witii 
no  toxical  results  and  no  more  convulsions,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  labor  was  not  completed  until  eight  hours  afterwards. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  GRISWOLD, 
ChaimMn  of  the  Committee. 
Shabof,  Mebceb  Co.,  Pa. 


OFFICERS. 
Not  supplied. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MONTGOMERY  COUNH  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


It  has  become  my  duty  again  to  inform  the  State  Society  of  the 
condition  of  the  profession  in  this  county ;  and  of  the  advances 
which  we  are  making,  if  any,  in  our  knowledge  of  therapeutics, 
and  in  our  application  of  the  means  of  relief  from  the  ills  to  which 
flesh  is  heir.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  our 
society  is  in  a  healthy  condition.  There  is  a  steadily  growing  in- 
terest among  the  members  to  inform  themselves  of  what  is  being 
done  in  the  profession  elsewhere,  in  this  country,  and  abroad;  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  advances  made  in  the  science  and  the 
art  of  medicine,  in  order  that  they  may  be  skilful  physicians.  That 
is  the  proper  object  to  be  sought ;  should  we  attain  that,  we  will 
findithat  all  other  things  needful  will  be  added  to  it. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Lbsdoh,  a  practitioner  of  long  standing,  writes :  ^'  In 
scarlet^bver,  measles,  etc.,  when  there  is  great  heat  and  active  pulse, 
etc,  I  have  recourse  to  a  cooling  and  antix)hlogistic  treatment,  and, 
if  there  be  prostration  with  feeble  pulse  and  pale  eruption,  resort 
to  stimulants,  warm  drinks,  and  stimulating  pediluvia.  Ice  is  a 
valuable  refrigerant,  and  my  patients  make  constant  use  of  it, 
taking  it  into  the  mouth.  I  make  much  use  of  nitro-muriatic  acid 
internally^  In  the  most  malignant  form  of  scarlet-fever  our  best 
efforts  avail  but  little."  It  appears  from  this,  that  Dr.  Leedom  has 
no  efBicient  treatment  for  'Hhe  most  malignant  form,"  t.  e.  where 
there  is  ^  prostration,  with  foMe  pulse  and  pale  eruption."  His 
treatment  was  stimulants,  warm  drinks,  and  stimulating  pediluvia. 
Because  that  treatment  does  not  succeed,  ought  he  to  conclude 
that  no  other  treatment  would  avail? 

He  continues:  ^^I  prefer  iodide  of  potassium  to  the  bromide,  as 
an  alterative.  I  am  sometimes  favorable  to  the  use  of  milk  as  food 
for  the  sick — ^but,  if  there  is  infiarwmatian  with  an  active  ptUse^  I 
withhold  milk."  (Shall  I  ask  if  this  is  from  the  ancient  belief  that 
milk  18  feverish  f)  "  In  any  disease  where  there  is  debility  with 
diarrhoea,  boiled  mUk  is  an  excellent  remedy.  In  regard  to  un- 
diluted mOk  for  infants,  my  opinion  is,  that  an  infant,  especially 
when  teething,  will  drink  milk  greedily,  as  much  to  quench  thirst 
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as  to  appease  hunger.  If  an  infant  would  have  a  drink  of  water 
given  to  it  always  before  giving  it  milk,  it  would  take  no  more 
milk  for  food  than  nature  requires.  After  giving  the  infant  suffi- 
cient drink,  I  would  say  give  undiluted  milk  from  a  cow  properly 
fed,  and  with  a  very  little  salt  in  it,  instead  of  sugar,  especially 
when  cholera  infantum  is  prevailing.  There  is  a  wide  difference 
between  the.  milk  of  a  cow  pastured  in  a  field  filled  with  noxioas 
weeds,  and  that  of  a  cow  which  gets  plenty  of  good  grass  and  white 
clover.  In  winter,  the  milk  of  a  cow  fed  on  meadow  hay  and  chop- 
ped oats  and  com  would,  I  think,  be  far  more  wholesome  for  an 
infant  than  that  of  a  cow  fed  on  the  refuse  grain  from  a  brewery, 
and  second  crop  clover."  It  may  be  well  here  to  call  attention  to 
the  above  opinions  in  relation  to  milk — for  we  often  hear  patients 
say,  that  "  the  doctor  is  very  particular  about  the  kind  of  milk  we 
get."  Some  milk  is  richer  in  butter  than  other  milk,  but  it  is 
owing  greatly  to  the  cow  and  not  wholly  to  the  feed.  A  poor,  half- 
starved  cow  would  probably  yield  a  less  nutritious  milk  than  one 
well  fed.  But  I  see  no  reason  why  grains,  on  which  cows  fatten 
readily,  should  be  deleterious  to  a  cow  or  should  deteriorate  her 
milk,  when  copious  draughts  of  beer,  and  ale,  and  wine,  and  '^good 
old  rye  whiskey,"  are  urged  by  the  doctor  on  the  nursing  mother 
as  proper  food^  without  fear  that  the  child  will  be  injured  by  it. 
Fairness  compels  me  to  confess,  too,  that  it  is  not  unusual  to  see  the 
child  nursed  by  a  drunken  mother,  glowing  with  health.  Such  a 
case  is  now  daily  before  my  eyes.  This  subject  needs  much  inves- 
tigation. At  present  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  neither  the  age 
of  the  cow  nor  the  quality  of  her  food,  provided  it  be  of  a  kind  to 
keep  her  well  nourished,  will  materially  change  the  quality  of  her 
milk,  as  regards  its  nutritive  properties.  But  Dr.  Leedom  con- 
tinues: ^^In  the  appendix  to  the  last  edition  of  Ellis's  Formula,  it 
is  stated  that  croton  oil  used  endermically,  contrary  to  what  might 
be  expected,  does  not  produce  catharsis,  although  it  excites  severe 
local  irritation ;  and  in  another  place,  that  it  is  one  of  our  safest 
and  most  efficient  rubefacients.  This  is  contraiy  to  my  experience 
A  year  or  more  ago  a  young  lady  complained  of  great  soreness  in 
the  region  of  the  spleen,  to  relieve  which  I  used  frictions  of  croton 
oil  over  the  affected  part,  and  repeated  them  after  the  pustules  from 
one  application  had  dried  and  left  the  skin  clear.  She  was  obliged 
to  make  several  applications  before  she  was  relieved.  While  using 
the  oil,  I  was  called  to  her  several  times  on  account  of  a  severe 
diarrhoea,  which  I  found  a  difficulty  in  controlling.  At  length  she 
refused  to  use  the  oil,  and  said  that  every  time  she  rubbed  with  it 
it  brought  on  the  diarrhoea,  which  was  so  severe  that  it  caused  great 
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weakness.  I  became  convinced  that  the  oil,  by  passing  through  the 
skin  into  the  system,  actually  caused  the  diarrhoaa.  Tjfciis  case  leads 
me  to  think  that  in  a  debilitated  state  of  the  system,  croton  oil, 
whether  used  endermically  or  by  being  rubbed  on  the  cuticle,  is  not 
always  'the  safest  and  best  rubefacient,'  but  rather  a  hazardous 
one." 

Dr.  David  Schrack  writes :  "  The  past  year  has  been  a  reasonably 
healthy  one.    Intermittent,  remittent,  and  typhoid  fevers  have  pre- 
vailed to  a  limited  extent.    A  few  cases  of  smallpox,  a  sporadic 
case  or  two  of  scarlet  fever,  with  the  recent  appearance  of  measles, 
form  the  eruptive  diseases  which  I  have  met.    A  few  cases  of  dys- 
entery and  diarrhoea  during  the  past  summer,  and  a  form  of  influenza 
with  more  or  less  fever  and  cough  during  the  winter  months,  being 
followed  quite  often  by  a  discharge  from  the  ears,  have  come  within 
my  province  for  treatment.    In  surgery  and  obstetrics  I  have  had 
but  little  of  interest.    During  the  latter  part  of  winter  and  in  the 
early  spring,  pneumonia  of  an  aggravated  character  prevailed.    It 
assumed  different  forms,  consisting  of  the  lobar,  typhoid,  and  what 
may  properly  be  called  the  miasmatic  pneumonia,  being  associated 
with  intermittent  or  remittent  fever,  and  mostly  found  along  the 
Schuylkill  River.    In  the  severe  forms  of  the  disease,  verat.  viride, 
in  from  three  to  eight  drop  doses  of  the  tincture,  given  often 
enough  to  keep  the  pulse  at,  or  near  to,  a  normal  condition,  is 
undeniably  a  valuable  remedy ;  in  many  instances  greatly  shortening 
the  duration  of  the  disease.    Calomel  and  ipecac,  with  wet  or  dry 
cups,  according   to  circumstances,  with  blisters,  constituted  with 
me  a  successful  treatment.    For  procuring  expectoration,  syrup  of 
squills  and  senega  with  muriate  of  ammonia  and  morphia  did  well. 
As  a  stimulating  expectorant,  I  think  carb.  ammonia  ranks  first ; 
this  I  give  with  senega.    In  the  typhoid  forms  with  intermittent  or 
remittent  character,  there  is,  I  think,  no  substitute  for  quinine.    I 
use  it  in  connection  with  carb.  ammonia,  beef  essence,  and  tea,  with 
other   stimulating  expectorants,  discarding   alcoholic  stimulants. 
Of  my  smallpox  cases,  one  died  after  three  days'  illness.    In  the 
management  of  this  disease,  authors  recommend  various  modes  of 
treatment.      I  used  plenty  of  fresh   air,  febrifuges,  and  cooling 
drinks.    In  scarlet  fever,  when  witnessing  any  throat  trouble,  I 
invariably  apply  ice  to  it,  believing  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  valuable 
remedies  we  have,  and  that  it  manifests  great  control  over  the 
disease.    I  now  use  cold  drinks  in  measles  with  a  positive  comfort 
and  benefit  to  my  patients,  which  I  have  not  heretofore  experienced 
with  other  remedies.    In  short,  I  look  upon  cold  used  externally 
and  internally,  in  many  diseases,  and  in  many  instances,  as  among 
VOL.  IX.  10 
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our  most  potent  and  valuable  antiphlogistic  remedies.  In  looking 
back  through  the  vista  of  the  past,  we  can  hardly  realize  that  bat 
a  few  years  have  elapsed  since  the  pure  cool  water  was  denied  the 
suffering  patient,  writhing  with  heat  and  burning  fever,  for  fear  it 
might  do  harm.  Truly,  custom  regulates  and  prescribes  many 
ridiculous  things.  But  medical  science  with  joyful  steps  is  illumin- 
ing many  dark  things  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  Common  sense 
and  good  results  are  gaining  great  returns  ov6r  ignorance  and  error, 
and  the  fhture  promises  to  be  more  pregnant  with  useful  results 
and  valuable  discoveries  than  ever  before." 

Dr.  John  Paxson,  of  Jenkintown,  after  alluding  to  his  short 
experience,  thus  speaks  of  some  of  the  active  and  popular  remedies. 
^^I  have  been  using  the  saturated  tincture  of  aconite  root  with  the 
greatest  benefit  in  a  number  of  cases  of  high  arterial  excitement) 
for  the  purpose  of  controlling  the  action  of  the  heart.  In  the  fever 
attendant  upon  pneumonia,  particularly,  it  has  acted  like  a  charm, 
quickly  reducing  the  heart's  action,  and  causing  free  perspiration. 
One  case  of  pneumonia  in  which  I  have  recently  used  it,  was  double, 
and,  in  two  days  after  the  first  dose  was  administered,  my  fears  as 
to  the  patient's  safety  were,  from  the  marked  change  in  his  con- 
dition, entirely  changed.  I  comipence  with  from  three  to  four  or 
six  drops,  according  to  age,  in  a  drachm  of  water  every  hour  and  a 
half  or  two  hours,  according  to  severity  of  symptoms.  My  faith  in 
this  preparation  as  an  arterial  sedative  is  so  strong  that  a  small 
bottle  of  it  daily  occupies  a  place  in  my  medicine  chest  I  have  used 
bromide  of  potassium  in  twenty  grain  doses  with  very  satisfactory 
results  in  cases  where  there  was  a  tendency  to  spasm.  I  have  used 
hydrate  of  chloral  in  a  number  of  cases.  In  delirium  tremens  in  a 
lady  of  good  standing  in  society,  but  who  had  been  addicted  to  the 
use  of  opium  and  spirits  in  the  shape  of  sulph.  morphia  and  lau- 
danum, I  was  obliged  to  give  as  much  as  sixty  grains,  repeated  in 
two  hours,  to  control  the  nervous  excitability.  This  is  the  largest 
dose  in  which  I  have  ever  given  it  I  now,  in  ordinary  cases  of 
nervousness,  insomnia,  etc.,  administer  it  in  five  or  ten  grain  doses 
every  fifteen  minutes  for  two  or  three  times  with  very  happy  effect, 
the  patient  not  wanting  to  be  left  without  it.  I  may  add,  that  I 
have  never  seen  the  ill  effects  attributed  to  it  by  contributors  to 
medical  journals,  and  believe  they  only  happen  after  a  long  use  of 
it  in  the  same  case.  I  use  with  good  effect,  as  food  for  the  sick, 
milk,  or  bread  and  milk ;  but  have  never  tried  the  skimmed  milk, 
so  highly  recommended  by  some  physicians  in  low  fevers.  For 
infants  I  have  much  faith  in  undiluted  cow's  milk,  if  care  is  taken 
that  the  cow  from  which  it  is  gotten  is  healthy,  young,  and  fresh. 
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or  nearly  so."  I  must  here  inquire  Why  the  direction  to  have  it 
from  a  young  cow  ?  Is  not  the  milk  from  a  cow  with  her  tenth 
calf  as  good  as  though  she  had  but  one  ?  I  think  it  is,  and,  if  so, 
we  should  recognize  the  fact,  and  thus  much  trouble  would  be 
avoided  in  hunting  for  a  young  cow,  when  the  family  had  none  of 
that  kind,  but  a  very  good  old  one.  I  have  known  people  go  to  a 
great  deal  of  expense  and  trouble  to  get  milk  from  a  particular 
cow,  when,  without  any  trouble,  they  could  have  had  plenty  of  it 
from  the  milkman  every  day.  My  impression  is  that  milk  from 
aiiy  good  clean  dairy  will  do  well  if  no  water  be  added  to  it. 

Dr.  S.  B.  Detweiler  "  had  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  of  a  mild  type,  except  a  few  which  assumed  a  severe  form. 
Only  one  death  occurred  out  of  twenty-five  or  thereabouts.  That 
was  a  boy  of  seven  years,  with  a  diphtheritic  exudation  and  croupy 
cough  before  I  saw  him.  Treatment :  carb.  ammonia,  iron  and 
quinine,  and  sponging  the  body  with  tepid  water.  In  every  case 
where  the  directions  were  properly  carried  out,  no  sequela  followed; 
where  they  were  not  punctually  observed,  glandular  and  dropsical 
swellings  followed.  Measles  were  epidemic  this  spring.  Treatment: 
carbonate  of  ammonia ;  no  fatal  cases."  So  it  seems  the  treatment 
of  measles  and  scarlet  fever  was  of  the  same  kind — carbonate  of 
ammonia.  The  diseases  might  well  have  the  same  general  treatment, 
but  what  particular  action  carb.  ammonia  has  that  adapts  it  to  the 
relief  of  those  maladies,  ought  to  be  made  manifest.  It  is  thus 
that  many  medicines  get  a  reputation.  They  are  used  in  mild 
cases,  and,  as  those  cases  get  along  without  much  injury  from  them, 
they  are  supposed  to  have  a  good  effect,  and  are  spoken  of 
approvingly.  Next  occur  a  few  severe  cases,  and  this  same  remedy 
is  relied  upon,  and  then  its  ineflQciency  ends  in  the  death  of  the 
patients,  and  in  the  conclusion  that  all  treatment  in  such  cases  will 
avail  nothing. 

"  Chloral  (Dr.  Detweiler),  I  have  used  with  poor  success,  except 
in  one  case  of  dementia,  where  it  acted  like  a  charm  in  doses  of 
ten  grains  every  half  hour  till  sleep  was  produced.  The  bromides 
have  acted  poorly,  save  that  in  hooping-cough  bromide  of  ammonium 
has  done  well.  Stimulants  I  believe  injurious  in  many  cases. 
Milk  agrees  well  with  the  majority  of  sick  people.  I  have  used 
the  undiluted  milk  as  recently  recommended  for  infants,  and  find  it 
to  do  well,  a  great  deal  better  than  as  we  used  to  give  it,  half  water. 
Only  quite  recently  I  was  called  to  see  an  infant,  four  weeks  old, 
crying  and  fretting  day  and  night  the  mother  said.  I  found  no 
disease,  but  on  asking  about  the  food  the  mother  told  me  she  made 
the  milk  one-half  water  and  it  drank  heartily  of  it.    I  told  her  to 
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take  the  pure  milk  and  give  the  child  as  much  as  it  wanted.  I  saw 
the  child  again  in  four  or  five  days ;  it  then  rested  well  at  night  and 
was  a  good  baby  through  the  day." 

Dr.  Mensch,  of  Pennsburg,  near  the  Bucks  County  line,  says: 
'^  There  has  not  been  any  measles,  nor  scarlet  fever,  nor  smallpox 
here  for  a  year,  save  one  case  of  the  latter.  I  use  spirituous 
liquors  only  in  cases  of  extreme  debility,  as  in  low  forms  of  typhoid 
fever,  and  in  tuberculosis,  with  cod-liver  oil ;  and  here  I  have  found 
it  very  useful.  I  bleed  in  plethoric  persons,  in  pneumonia,  pleurisy, 
meningitis,  puerperal  fever,  and  convulsions ;  but  there  are  not 
many  cases  require  it.  I  cannot  speak  very  favorably  of  tinct. 
of  verat.  viride.  Digitalis  has  served  me  better  and  is  safer.  In 
typhoid  fever  I  have  had  best  success  with  drinks  of  acetic  acid  as 
diaphoretics."  (Allow  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  reader  to 
the  use  of  acetic  acid  as  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Mensch,  as  I  shall  speak 
of  it  again  before  I  close.)  "  Chloral  I  consider  an  excellent  ano- 
dyne. Bromide  of  potassium  I  have  used  with  much  success  in 
head  affections  and  nervous  disorders,  in  convulsions  and  the 
delirium  of  fevers,  in  doses  of  ten  to  thirty  grains  every  two  hours 
till  it  acts  properly.  With  iodoform  I  have  done  no  good.  The 
most  common  complaints  here  have  been  cholera  morbus,  cholera 
infantum,  pleurisy,  and  pneumonia ;  the  latter  two  I  treat  by  opiates, 
diaphoretics,  external  rubefacients,  and  warm  applications."  Dr. 
Mensch  will,  I  know,  excuse  me  for  calling  attention  to  his  treat- 
ment of  pleurisy  and  pneumonia,  for,  if  really  a  good,  efficient 
treatment,  all  should  know  it ;  if  not,  they  should  be  awakened  to 
its  danger.  He  says:  "I  treat  them  (pleurisy  and  pneumonia),  by- 
opiates,  diaphoretics,  external  rubefacients,  and  warm  applications." 
Opiates  in  the  very  incipiency  of  those  affections  are  sometimes  at 
once  curative  and  useful  in  all  the  stages ;  but  even  with  diapho- 
retics, rubefacients,  and  warm  poultices,  cannot  be  relied  on  when 
the  affection  has  fairly  got  started.  I  should  never  feel  easy  if  my 
patient  should  die  while  I  was  trusting  to  those  applications  to  the 
-exclusion  of  vesication,  cups,  and  blisters,  or  to  efficient  doses  of 
verat.  viTid.  or  aconite  or  some  other  agent  which  could  notably 
control  the  pulse.  But  Dr.  Mensch  smiles  as  he  reads  this,  and 
congratulates  himself  on  the  fact  that  the  profession  is  with  him — 
that  Anstie  and  his  followers  are  not  only  with  him,  but  away 
/ahead  of  him,  on  the  same  road,  and  in  addition  to  his  means  of 
cure  are,  in  the  most  inflammatory,  most  highly  excited  condition 
of  system,  adding  to  them  large  and  frequent  doses  of  alcoholic 
stimulants,  not  only  as  medicine,  but  also  as  food.  And  I  retort 
upon  him  by  saying  this  furnishes  the  clue  to  the  numerous  accounts 
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of  death  by  pneumonia  which  fill  our  papers.  The  eminent  Horst- 
man,  of  Philadelphia,  dies  suddenly  of  pneumonia  on  the  shores 
of  the  Pacific,  while  Thomas  Buchanan  Read,  the  gifted  poet  and 
painter,  yields  his  life  to  the  same  malady  on  the  shores  of  the 
Atlantic,  and  hosts  of  others,  less  eminent,  everywhere  fall  victims 
to  a  disease,  which  half  a  century  ago  yielded  most  readily  to  the 
skill  of  the  physician. 

Dr.  Gteorge  K.  Meschter  writes :  "  I  send  you  brief  notes  of  a 
case  of  scarlet  fever.  Emma  L.,  fourteen  years  old,  took  sick  on 
30th  November;  and  I  saw  her  next  evening,  when  her  mother  told 
me  Emma  had  a  bad  sore  throaty  and  it  was  nearly  swelled  shut.  I 
found  the  tonsils  so  greatly  enlarged  that  swallowing  was  with 
difficulty  performed,  water  coming  back  through  the  nose  in  the 
attempt.  Pulse  about  150  and  weak.  Glands  of  neck  much  en- 
larged. Mouth  open  and  tongue  dry.  Could  not  breathe  through 
the  nose.  Over  the  chest  a  dark,  livid,  red  rash;  no  rash  on  the 
extremities,  terrible  headache,  some  delirium,  skin  very  hot ;  nausea, 
vomiting,  and  considerable  prostration.  I  had  not  much  hope  for 
this  case,  judging  from  past  experience  and  treatment  (the  old 
treatment  without  ice).  I  at  once  ordered  ice,  as  directed  by  Dr. 
Corson,  to  the  inflamed  glands,  to  the  head,  in  the  mouth,  with 
directions  to  swallow  small  lumps  of  it;  if  she  could,  to  drink  free- 
ly of  ice  water,  and  take  twelve  drops  of  tincture  of  iron  every 
three  hours.  The  mother,  an  intelligent  woman,  said  Emma  would 
be  worse  next  day,  as  the  disease  was  just  coming  on.  Next  morn- 
ing I  found  her  covered  with  rash,  somewhat  delirious.  Pulse  142. 
Swelling  of  neck  not  increased  after  the  ice  was  applied,  and  the 
mother  attributed  it  to  the  use  of  the  ice.  The  mother  thought 
Emma  ought  to  have  something  to  break  the  fever.  Treatment 
continued;  next  morning  less  delirium;  pulse  136;  throat  looks 
decidedly  better.  Continue  treatment.  Evening;  troublesome,  tick- 
ling cough,  which  was  soon  relieved  by  fifteen  drops  of  paregoric 
every  half  hour.  Next  day,  November  3d.  Pulse  124 ;  slept  bet- 
ter, 18  much  better,  bowels  moved  several  times  during  last  twenty- 
four  hours.  November  4th,  pulse  84,  tongue  moist,  no  delirium ; 
previous  treatment  now  stopped,  and  small  doses  of  quinine  given 
for  several  days.  The  mother  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  I  gave  to 
'  break  the  fever,'  seeing  that  I  gave  only  tincture  of  iron.  The 
nursing  in  this  case  was  as  near  perfect  as  I  ever  saw  it.  The  ice 
was  used  exactly  as  I  ordered  it.  I  believe  Emma  would  have  died 
if  no  ice  had  been  applied  to  the  inflamed  glands  of  the  neck." 

Dr.  0.  P.  Sargent,  practicing  on  the  highland,  on  the  margin  of 
Montgomery  and  Delaware  counties,  writes:   ^^In  measles  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


138  REPORT   OF   THB 

scarlet  fever  I  have  nothing  to  recommend  farther  than  I  have 
heard  you  express  yourself;  and  think  simple  cases  should  receiTe 
simple  treatment,  while  a  constant  vigilance  should  be  exercised  to 
take  prompt  action  in  cases  of  congestion  of  brain  or  other  organs. 
I  use  chlorate  of  potassa  freely,  and  also  water,  hot  or  cold,  in  scar- 
let fever ;  as  a  warm  bath  when  the  eruption  is  tardy,  as  a  cold 
application  in  the  form  of  ice,  or  cold  douche  to  the  head  in  conges- 
tion of  the  brain.  Chloral  I  have  used  with  great  benefit  as  a  hyp- 
notic, but  its  pungent  taste  makes  it  disagreeable  to  most  patients, 
and  therefore  I  use  it  only  when  morphine  is  contra-indicated.  I 
have  found  five  grains  often  sufficient  to  produce  sound  sleep,  and 
have  given  thirty  grains  or  more  with  the  same  result  sometimes, 
at  others  with  no  effect.  I  have  thought  it  has  tended  to  ward  off 
a  threatened  attack  of  epilepsy.  In  case  of  a  protracted  disposi- 
tion to  wakefulness,  I  think  its  effects  transient.  Bromide  of 
potassium  is  one  of  our  most  reliable  remedies ;  but  I  have  given 
forty  grains  three  times  daily,  to  a  boy  of  fourteen,  subject  to 
epilepsy,  for  two  years,  with  only  the  exception  of  substituting 
for  a  few  weeks  the  bromide  of  sodium,  or  of  giving  for  a  short 
time  equal  parts  of  each,  or  of  combining  for  a  short  time  bromide 
of  ammonium,  without  any  other  effect  than  a  probably  beneficial  one 
on  the  disease,  just  while  it  was  giveii.  It  produced  no  drowsiness 
during  the  day,  but  the  patient  slept  naturally  during  the  night, 
perhaps  a  little  heavily,  and  was  sometimes  not  easily  roused  in  the 
morning  by  calling,  but  yet  readily  by  a  slight  push  with  the  hand. 
His  attacks  were  less  frequent  while  taking  the  bromide  than  with- 
out it.  In  other  cases  I  have  satisfied  myself  of  the  soothing 
effect  on  the  nervous  system  of  the  medicine  in  ten  grain  doses. 
I  like  its  action  in  most  cases  of  nervous  excitation.  I  have  used 
solid  extract  of  cannabis  indica,  or  the  tincture  of  the  same,  with 
the  greatest  success  as  a  sleep-producing  agent,  and  combined  with 
one  or  two  other  remedies,  as  opium  or  morphia,  or  hyoscyamus, 
its  power  is  increased.  I  use  arsenic  in  the  form  of  Fowler's  solu- 
tion in  scaly  diseases  of  the  skin,  and  sometimes  as  a  nerve  tonic 
I  have  found  tincture  of  aconite  root  to  reduce  the  pulse,  and  produce 
a  decidedly  good  effect  in  inflammation  of  the  lungs  in  children,  in 
small  doses ;  say  a  sixteenth  to  a  twelfth  of  a  drop  to  a  child 
under  a  year  old.  In  a  case  in  which  I  could  arrive  at  no  other 
diagnosis,  the  rapidity  of  the  pulse  and  respiration  being  very  great 
and  great  lethargy  present,  the  use  of  this  remedy  was  followed  by 
a  wonderfully  good  effect  when  accompanied  by  a  small  blister.  If 
there  was  any  effusion  from  the  pleura  it  must  have  occurred  very 
quickly  after  the  disease  commenced.    I  used  the  blister  as  much 
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to  arouse  the  patient,  as  for  the  relief  of  this  difficulty ;  but  the 
respiration  was  so  frequent  and  the  lethargy  so  great  that  I  was  in 
doubt  as  to  the  cause.  The  remedies  effected  the  desired  object. 
I  find  morphia  a  most  faithful  and  reliable  friend.  If  it  cannot 
be  borne  in  large  doses,  it  can  in  minute  ones;  if  not  while  the 
patient  is  moving  about,  it  can  very  commonly  if  he  lies  down.  In 
the  form  of  hypodermic  injection,  I  find  it  does  make  quite  a  differ- 
ence how  near  the  seat  of  pain  it  is  applied.  I  am  clearly  satisfied 
on  this  point;  however, it  maybe  intolerant  even  in  this  form  when 
the  stomach  is  empty  or  the  patient  erect.  Magendie's  solution 
causes  irritation  of  the  skin  much  more,  than  a  simple  solution  in 
water.  I  have  found  a  hypodermic  injection  to  cause  a  return  of 
suspended  menstruation  promptly,  when  that  function  was  checked 
or  stopped  before  the  usual  time.  I  have  often  found  hypodermic 
injections  of  atropia  in  minute  doses  to  relieve  neuralgia.  I  have 
had  much  satisfaction  in  full  doses  of  quinine  in  some  forms  of 
rheumatism,  as  suggested  by  Dr.  Handfield  Jones.  I  have  enough 
confidence  in  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  of  milk  diet  to  be  inclined 
to  use  it  in  some  forms  of  disease  should  other  remedies  fail  to 
meet  expectation.  In  regard  to  anaesthetics  in  labor:  I  have  the 
greatest  faith  in  the  power  of  ether  and  perhaps  chloroform,  to  pro- 
duce such  relaxation  as  leads  to  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  when 
that  organ  is  too  slow  in  accomplishing  it.  I  find  nothing  but 
bleeding  half  so  reliable.  The  belladonna  has  never  done  any  good 
whatever ;  but  I  have  seen  the  os  dilated  and  expanded  by  the  use 
of  ether,  without  bringing  the  patient  heavily  under  its  influence. 
Occasionally  it  has  excited  the  patient,  though  given  freely  and 
with  prudence,  but  those  cases  are  exceptions,  and  the  relief  to  the 
pain  in  severe  labor,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  is  a  suflScient  in- 
ducement for  its  exhibition  when  needed,  since  it  effects  this  object 
before  the  full  effect  of  the  ether  is  obtained.  When  it  is  possible  I 
prefer  to  stop  short  of  its  full  ansesthetic  effect,  and  never  give  it 
unless  for  some  special  object,  as  to  dilate  the  os  or  to  relieve  pain, 
nor  when  I  know  the  lungs  or  heart  are  seriously  at  fault.  I  have 
seen  no  ill  effects  f^om  its  use." 

Dr.  Wm.  McKenzie,  of  Conshohocken,  speaking  of  an  epidemic 
of  measles  which  has  been  prevailing  for  some  time,  writes:  "My 
treatment  is  plenty  of  cold  water  and  cold  lemonade — also  give  a 
cough  mixture ;  but  this  in  most  cases  has  been  a  mere  placebo. 
During  the  last  few  weeks  I  treated  over  forty  cases  in  this  way 
with  the  best  results.  The  cases  that  I  had  from  tl^  beginning 
were  very  mild — some,  first  treated  by  the  mother  and  subjected  to 
the  sweating  process  were  more  severe,  but  in  no  case  did  I  hesitate 
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to  give  cold  drinks  freely.  The  only  difficulty  which  I  had  with 
this  treatment  was  to  induce  the  mothers  to  abandon  the  hot  teas 
and,  blankets  and  keep  the  patient  cool  and  comfortable.  Several 
mothers  were  so  much  afraid  of  cold  water,  that  I  had  to  say  posi- 
tively that  I  would  not  attend,  if  my  order  could  not  be  carried  out. 
From  whence  comes  this  dread  of  cold  water  ?  Surely,  no  physician, 
of  the  present  day  would  inculcate  it.  Several  times  I  had  patiehts 
next  door  to  where  children  were  subjected  to  the  hot  treatment, 
and  the  result  was  that  my  patients  w^re  going  about  most  of  the 
time  and  were  quite  well,  before  the  others  were  allowed  to  go  to  an 
open  window  lest  they  might  take  cold.  At  present,  I  have  a  pa- 
tient who,  six  or  eight  weeks  ago,  was  treated  by  the  mother ;  she 
got  well,  but,  after  going  out,  caught  cold  and  was  taken  with  an 
attack  of  pneumonia  which  is  likely  to  result  in  phthisis.  I  have 
found  that  by  keeping  the  patients  in  measles  cool,  they  are  not  only- 
more  comfortable  but  get  well  far  sooner  and  without  the  great  risk 
of  catching  cold." 

As  will  be  perceived  by  the  reader,  nearly  or  quite  every  one  who 
has  reported  treatment  of  eruptive  diseases  inclines  to  the  cold, 
non-stimulant  treatment.  I  might  add,  to  what  they  have  said,  my 
experience  in  the  treatment  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  measles,  and 
smallpox,  since  my  last  writing  in  the  Transactions  of  186T,  as  I 
have  had  some  cases  of  each  of  them.  In  February  and  March, 
1810,  had  in  one  little  village  eleven  cases  of  severe  scarlet  fever, 
all  of  whom  did  well  under  the  ice  treatment,  and  need  not  have 
been  mentioned  but  that  some  of  them  were  enormously  swollen  on 
the  sides  of  the  neck,  exactly  resembling  mumps.  Some  children 
there  were,  too,  in  one  of  those  families,  who  had  mumps  alone.  I 
was  somewhat  perplexed,  as  the  family  had  never  heard  of  cold 
applied  to  mumps.  But,  as  the  throats  were  much  affected,  I  put 
the  ice  on  and  kept  it  on  night  and  day  till  they  got  well.  In  a 
family  where  a  child  died  of  croup,  or  diphtheritic  croup,  after  a 
brief  illness,  and  another  was  affected  in  the  same  way,  after  the 
death  of  the  first  I  was  called  to  the  second  one,  and  applied  the  ice 
with  success.  Those  diseases  have  not  prevailed  to  any  great  ex- 
tent for  two  years,  but  there  has  been  quite  a  visitation  of  measles. 
As  I  have  already  published  a  lengthy  article  on  the  treatment  of 
this  disease  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  of  May  11th, 
1812, 1  need  say  nothing  more  here,  than  that  the  free  use  of  cold 
water  as  a  drink,  and  keeping  the  patients  in  cool  air  and  on  low 
diet,  have,  f^  they  have  in  all  my  cases  for  more  than  forty  years, 
proved  comfortable  and  safe. 

The  reader  will  recollect  that  Dr.  Mensch  spoke  of  the  value  of 
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acetic  acid  in  typhoid  fever.    During  the  last  three  years  I  have 
received  much  comfort  from  the  use  of  vinegar  in  cases  of  fever 
accompanied  by  sick  stomach,  inability  to  keep  drinks,  or  medicine, 
or  food  from  being  thrown  off  almost  as  soon  as  swallowed.    My  ' 
first  case  was  that  of  a  strong  German  woman  whose  husband  had 
died  a  few  days  before  of  fever,  attended  throughout  the  whole  of 
his  three  weeks'  sickness  with  distressing  nausea  and  an  inability 
to  keep  anything  on  the  stomach.    As  he  had  been  under  the  care 
of  a  friend  of  mine  very  successful  in  the  treatment  of  fevers,  and 
as  the  wife  was  now  having  the  same  symptoms  which  had  attended 
her  husband's  case,  and  as  the  new  views  in  relation  to  the  treat- 
ment of  fevers  had  quite  diminished  my  confidence  in  my  capacity 
to  treat  them,  I  entered  upon  the  management  of  her  case  with  great 
distrust.    For  several  days  the  fever  was  very  great,  the  headache 
and  nausea  extreme,  and  I  was  unable  to  give  the  least  relief.    On 
visiting,  one  morning,  I  found  her  as  usual,  greatly  distressed, 
-unable  to  keep  either  food  or  drink  on  the  stomach,  but  with  much 
thirst  and  high  fever.     It  seemed  to  me  that  if  I  were  so  sick 
nothing  would  be  so  delightful  to  me  as  vinegar,  and  on  inquiry  I 
found  they  had  excellent  cWer-vinegar.    I  had  some  brought,  and 
filling  a  tumbler  with  equal  parts  of  vinegar  and  water,  gave  it  to 
her  with  directions  to  take  half  of  it.    She  drank  it  and  said,  "that 
is  good."    I  told  her  she  might  drink  it  all,  which  she  quickly  did, 
and  again  expressed  her  satisfaction  with  it.    I  then  directed  her 
daughter  to  give  her,  as  drink,  a  mixture  of  vinegar  one-fourth,  and 
water  three-fourths,  as  much  as  she  desired  during  the  day.    From 
the  moment  of  taking  the  first  drink  of  vinegar,  the  nausea  and 
vomiting  were  removed  or  prevented,  and  all  the  unpleasant  symp- 
toms subsided  under  the  use  of  this  drink,  which  was  all  that  I 
gave  for  many  days ;  indeed,  she  took  but  little  medicine  from  that 
time  and  recovered  speedily.    Since  that  time  I  have  used  it  very 
often  to  allay  sickness  of  stomach  in  patients  of  all  ages — from 
the  young  child  to  the  advanced  in  age — and  often  with  most 
striking  advantage.    In  former  years  I  had  used  the  mineral  acids 
frequently,  and  also  citric  and  tartaric  acids,  but  with  none  of  them 
have  I  had  so  much  success  as  with  the  vinegar.    Ofbtimes  with 
young  children  I  have  arrested  vomiting  very  quickly,  and,  to  use 
a  favorite  phrase,  restored  the  tone  of  the  stomach. 

Iodide  of  Calcium. — At  the  May  meeting  of  the  Society,  Dr.  E. 
M.  Corson  read  an  original  paper  on  the  Iodide  of  Calcium,  a  medi- 
cine not  heretofore  mentioned  as  a  remedial  agent,  and  of  which 
the  books  do  not  furnish  the  mode  of  preparation.  After  a  detailed 
account  of  the  mode  of  preparing  it,  he  claims  for  it  superiority 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


142  REPORT   or   THE 

over  the  iodide  of  potassium  on  sereral  accounts.  Ist.  It  contain 
more  iodine  in  a  given  weight,  than  is  contained  in  a  like  weight  of 
iodide  of  potassium.  2d.  It  is  less  liable  to  derange  digestion  than 
'  salts  having  a  potash  base.  3d.  The  irritability  of  stomach,  nausea, 
and  vomiting,  or  purging,  which  sometimes  occur  from  the  use  of 
ioilide  of  potassium,  being  probably  due,  he  thinks,  to  the  carbonate 
of  potassa  with  which  the  iodide  is  combined  (and  not  to  the  iodine), 
and  no  such  objectionable  combination  existing  in  the  iodide  of 
calcium,  it  is  therefore  to  be  preferred.  4th.  As  lime  is  usefhl  in 
tuberculous  diseases,  and  could  be  advantageously  giveA  with  cod- 
liver  oil,  the  iodide  of  calcium  is  to  be  preferred,  and  more  espe- 
cially as  he  has  found  that  the  syrup  of  iodide  of  calcium  forms 
a  perfect  emulsion  with  cod-liver  oil,  which  does  not  separate  on 
standing ;  and  the  disagreeable  taste  of  the  oil  is  by  the  combina- 
tion in  a  great  measure  destroyed.  The  syrup  of  iodide  of  potas- 
sium forms  no  such  emulsion  with  the  oil. 

Smallpox. — During  the  past  six  months  there  have  been  occa- 
sional cases  here  and  there  throughout  the  whole  county,  nearly  all 
of  which  were  contracted  in  Philadelphia.  They  seemed  to  differ 
in  no  respect  from  cases  which  have  occasionally  occurred  here  in 
other  years.  Revaccination  was  almost  universally  resorted  to, 
and  we  have  the  satisfaction  to  say  that  in  not  a  single  instance 
where  the  smallpox  was  brought  into  a  family  by  persons  coming 
from  the  city,  did  a  single  member  of  the  family  contract  the  dis- 
ease. There  were  throughout  the  county  very  few  deaths,  which 
we  attribute  to  the  cooling  antiphlogistic  treatment  which  was 
practised  by  those  who  had  charge  of  the  cases  in  this  r^on. 
From  the  time  of  Sydenham  until  within  a  very  few  years,  the  dis- 
ease has  been  treated  as  an  inflammatory  affection,  and  means  have 
been  resorted  to  to  abate  the  violence  of  the  malady  by  antiphlo- 
gistic measures,  and  with  very  good  success.  As  stimulants  have 
of  late  years  become  more  used,  under  the  doctrine  of  a  general 
change  in  the  type  of  diseases,  their  use  became  in  some  places 
somewhat  common  in  the  suppurative  stage  of  this  affection.  But 
it  was  not  until  since  the  publication  of  the  opinions  held  and 
practised  by  Dr.  Nebinger,  a  few  years  since,  that  they  became  the 
chief  reliance  in  this  fearful  malady.  I  will  not  now  make  a  strict 
review  of  his  pamphlet  as  I  have  already  a  too  lengthy  report,  but 
will  merely  raise  a  warning  voice  against  a  doctrine  so  at  variance 
with  science,  and  a  treatment  so  fatal  in  practice.  Dr.  Nebinger 
repudiates  wholly  the  idea  so  long  held  that  smallpox  is  an  inflam- 
matory affection,  and  has  scarcely  any  fear  in  the  management  of 
a  case,  except  that  he  may  not  be  able  to  keep  up  sufficient  inflam- 
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mation  in  the  skin  to  perfect  the  pustules.  For  this  purpose  he 
begins,  as  soon  as  the  vesicles  appear,  with  his  '^nutritive  compen- 
sative treatment,"  a  treatment  which  is  to  supply  fibrin  to  the 
blood,  as  flEist  as  it  is  removed  from  it  by  the  exhaustive  process  of 
suppuration  going  on  in  thousands  of  pocks.  His  idea  seems  to 
be  that  the  smallpox  poison  which  entered  the  system  has  during 
the  time  it  has  been  there,  the  time  of  incubation,  been  gradually 
"  reproducing  itself"  in  every  particle  of  blood,  and  filling  the 
blood  with  a  poison  which  is  to  be  cast  off  through  small  abscesses 
or  pustules  in  the  skin ;  and  that  the  blood,  in  the  advanced  stage 
of  this  process,  rapidly  loses  ''  its  plastic  material,  its  fibrin,"  and 
that  *'  in  smallpox  the  facts  are,  before  the  variolous  poison  destroys 
life,  it  robs  the  blood  of  its  normal  quantity  of  fibrin ;  that,  indeed, 
to  produce  death,  it  is  necessary  that  the  blood  should  be  palpably 
and  attractively  deficient  in  its  plastic  material."  This  opinion 
and  the  belief  that  it  is  not  an  inflammatory  disease  seem  to  be  the 
basis  on  which  the  treatment  is  founded.  He  sees  no  disease  any- 
where but  in  the  blood,  and  yet  he  appears  not  to  know  what 
changes  have  been  wrought  in  the  blood,  nor  by  what  means.  Is 
it  such  change  as  takes  place  in  vegetable  infusions  when  allowed 
to  ferment,  or  in  animal  matter  when  it  undergoes  putrefaction  ? 
Such  is  the  inference  to  be  drawn;  and  so  he  infers  that  the  intro- 
duction of  several  ounces  of  alcohol,  to  arrest  putrefaction  or  fer- 
mentation as  the  case  may  be,  becomes  legitimate  practice.  Now 
can  any  intelligent  physician  who  refieds  on  the  subject,  believe 
that  the  vital  force  has  entirely  lost  control  and  yielded  up  the 
blood  to  the  laws  of  inorganic  chemistry  ?  He  sees  no  disease  save 
in  the  blood,  and  yet  it  is  only  a  disease  of  the  skin  and  some  of 
the  mucous  membranes,  with  little,  if  any  more  change  in  the  blood 
than  would  result  from  the  same  amount  of  suppuration  produced 
in  the  skin  in  little  pustules  caused  by  external  means.  He  says 
there  are  thousands  of  pustules,  and  if  they  were  all  collected 
together  they  would  be  one  great  phlegmon,  and,  as  such,  would 
demand  a  stimulant  treatment,  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  fibrin 
building-up  material,  drawn  from  the  blood  to  form  this  pus.  He 
fears  that  the  fibrin  of  the  blood  will  begin  to  be  rapidly  diminished 
as  soon  as  the  vesicular  stage  commences,  and,  therefore,  to  keep 
up  the  amount  of  fibrin  necessary  to  preserve  life,  he  counsels  us 
to  begin  as  soon  as  the  vesicles  appear,  to  give  or  rather  force  on 
the  patient  large  quantities  of  eggs,  milk,  whiskey,  and  beef-tea, 
to  produce  fibrin  to  take  the  place  of  that  removed  by  the  process 
going  on  in  the  numerous  pustules.  When  our  theories  are  not 
based  on  facts,  our  practice  is  likely  to  be  erroneous.    "How  little 
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does  any  one  know  of  fibrin  as  it  exists  in  the  blood,  or  what 
increases  or  diminishes  it,"  says  Professor  Flint.  And  again,  "  The 
blood  of  weak  and  sickly  people  who  are  suffering  from  inflamma- 
tion, increases  as  rapidly  in  fibrin  as  that  of  the  robust  and 
vigorous,  and  inflammatory  affections  are  not  the  result  of  increased 
amount  of  fibrin  in  the  blood,  but  the  increase  of  fibrin  is  caused 
by  the  inflammation."  And  according  to  Virchow,  "the  hyperi- 
nosis  (abnormal  increase  of  fibrin  in  the  blood),  in  inflammation,  is 
due  to  the  production  of  fibrin  in  the  inflamed  parts."  This  1  sup- 
pose means  that  the  abnoimal  increase  of  fibrin  in  the  blood  of  a 
pleuritic  or  rheumatic  patient  is  owing  to  the  local  infiammation  in 
the  pleura  or  in  the  joints,  and  that  the  change  is  not  effected  in 
the  general  circulation,  but  really  takes  place  in  the  inflamed  part, 
and  is  from  thence  received  into  the  blood.  If  then  this  happens 
in  those  diseases,  why  shall  it  not  occur  in  measles,  smallpox,  and 
scarlet  fever  ?  They  are  all  inflammatory  affections.  Hear  Flint 
again — "In  variola,  owing  to  the  cutaneous  inflammation,  the  quan- 
tity of  fibrin  is  generally  a6o ye  the  normal  average  ]  in  measles 
neither  increased  nor  diminished ;  in  scarlet  fever  a  little  below." 

Dr.  Stokes,  of  Dublin,  emphasises  the  fact,  "that  the  activity  of 
pustulation  in  smallpox  is  directly  as  the  intensity  of  the  inflamma^ 
tion."  And  yet  Dr.  Nebinger  is  for  feeding  the  patient  so  as  to 
increase,  or  at  least  keep  up,  the  inflammation,  as  though  an 
immense  development  of  pus  were  necessary.  It  is  the  same 
principle  acted  on  by  those  who  practise  the  heating,  stimulating 
treatment  to  bring  out  a  copious  eruption  of  measles  or  of  scarlet 
fever,  and  with  results  so  disastrous.  Now  let  us  see  how,  in 
practice  at  the  bedside  of  the  patient,  the  symptoms  of  smallpox 
resemble  those  of  other  inflammatory  diseases.  Are  they  not  really 
the  same  ?  Slight  chilliness,  heat,  thirst,  nausea,  pains  in  the  limbs 
and  back,  etc.  And  can  any  physician  tell,  judging  only  from  the 
symptoms,  what  it  will  be ;  whether  one  of  the  fevers,  or  rheuma- 
tism, gastritis  or  cerebritis,  measles  or  smallpox  ?  In  a  few  days 
when  the  case  is  developed,  he  decides  that  it  is  a  case  of  smallpox. 
Why  is  he  confident  now  ?  Because  he  sees  that  the  skin  is  diseased 
in  a  thousand  little  inflamed  points,  with  more  to  come.  Is  not 
this  then  an  inflammatory  disease  of  the  skin.  Was  there  not 
disease — irritation — in  the  skin  and  some  of  the  mucous  membranes 
duiing  all  the  time  of  the  early  suffering,  but  yet  not  apparent  to 
the  eye,  and  was  not  that  invisible  disease  the  cause  of  the  initiatory 
symptoms  ? 

And  now  that  we  have  the  disease  before  our  eyes,  thousands  of 
points  of  irritation  all  over  the  skin,  shall  we  say  "  it  is  not  a 
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disease  of  the  skin,  it  is  a  blood  disease,  a  poison  has  gotten  into 
the  blood  and  like  a  little  leaven  has  fermented  and  spread  its 
poison  through  every  blood-globule,  until  the  blood  is  a  fluid  so 
filled  with  poison  that  life  cannot  be  sustained  save  by  the  aid  of 
whiskey  and  beef-tea  and  eggs  and  milk,  until  this  poison  is  gotten 
out  of  the  body  ?"  Shall  we  take  this  and  say  that  our  only  fear  is 
that  there  will  be  ^Hoo  little  inflammation  to  perfect  the  pustules," 
and  through  them  the  blood  be  purified  ?  The  advocates  of  the 
blood-poison  doctrine  and  stimulant  treatment,  say  yes.  Let  me 
now,  at  the  hazard  of  being  scoffed  at,  give  my  views  of  smallpox. 
Attributing  the  disease  to  a  real  entity  which  acts  on  the  system  in 
some  way  (probably  on  the  nervous  system),  an  irritation  is  set  up 
on  the  skin  and  those  mucous  membranes  which  are  reached  by  the 
external  air;  which  irritation, though  not  visible  to  us,  produces  in 
the  system  all  the  initiatory  symptoms  of  the  disease,  and  finally,  as 
it  marches  on,  covers  the  skin  with  vesicles  and  afterwards  with 
pustules,  in  every  one  of  which  is  secreted  pus  to  greater  or  less 
amount.  Here,  as  in  measles  or  scarlet  fever,  it  is  a  skin  disease, 
and  we  can  modify  or  aggravate  that  disease  by  treatment.  Is  the 
eflOiorescence  which  shows  itself  on  the  skin  in  measles  a  poison 
which  is  being  eliminated  from  the  blood?  Or  ia  the  fiery-red 
eruption  which  has  "  come  out"  in  scarlet  fever  a  poison  working 
out  of  the  blood  ?  Certainly  not ;  and  yet  th6y  are  as  truly  so  as 
the  pus  formed  in  the  skin  in  smallpox.  I  forbear  to  say  that  this 
is  not  a  ^^  constitutional  disease,"  for  I  do  not  know  exactly  what 
is  meant  by  that  phrase.  I  admit,  as  I  do  in  the  case  of  scarlet 
fever  and  measles,  that  there  is  a  disease  in  the  system,  and  I  con- 
fess that  while  I  am  uncertain  where  it  will  show  itself  (as  in  the 
forming  stage  of  those  diseases),  I  scarcely  know  how  to  attack  it ; 
but  when,  as  in  scarlet  fever,  it  declares  itself  in  the  throat  and 
skin,  I  ^^  go  for  it"  there ;  to  those  places  I  address  my  remedies ; 
and  when  in  measles  I  find  that  the  disease,  after  skirmishing 
through  the  stomach  and  head  and  limbs,  finally  concentrates  its 
forces  on  the  skin  and  mucous  membranes,  there  is  where  I  meet  it. 
So,  too,  in  smaUpox,  it  has  declared  itself  by  a  thousand  poisonous 
arrows  in  the  skin,  and  now  to  arrest  the  inflammation  which  they 
may  produce  is  my  business.  And  how  will  I  treat  it  ?  by  keeping  the 
skin  cool,  either  by  cool  air  blowing  over  it,  or  by  the  application 
of  cold  water  to  the  surface,  and  plenty  of  cold  water  internally,  as 
drink  to  keep  down  the  heat  of  the  system,  and  also  by  light  diet 
to  diminish  the  force  of  the  heart's  action.  If  the  brain  should 
become  affected,  I  would  apply,  as  I  did  more  than  twenty-five  years 
ago,  ice  over  the  whole  head.    This  treatment  has  served  me  well 
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in  all  the  cases  I  have  ever  had  (though  I  have  never  had  a  great 
many).  The  only  case  I  ever  lost  was  one  this  winter,  brought  ap 
from  Philadelphia  with  the  pustules  well  out  upon  her.  Dr. 
Nebinger's  treatment  of  every  case  after  the  appearance  of  the 
vesicles  is,  large  quantities  of  beef-tea,  milk,  and  whiskey  every 
day  to  supplement  the  waste  of  the  system  caused  by  the  suppura- 
tion. And  he  appears  to  think  no  strong  case  of  the  disease  can  be 
saved  without  this  treatment. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  differ  with  one  whom  I  esteem 
so  highly,  but  as  it  is  only  by  conflict  of  opinion  that  we  dissipate 
error,  I  must  say  that  I  consider  his  treatment  erroneous.    In  his 
pamphlet  he  quotes  approvingly  an  author  who  says :  ^^  It  is  often 
necessary  to  support  the  system  under  the  prostrating  effects  of  the 
abundant  suppuration  and  vast  irritation  of  the  pustules."    That 
might  become  necessary  if  we  had  not  by  proper  treatment  allayed 
the  "  irritation"  and  prevented  the  "  abundant  secretions,"  which 
it  was  our  duty  to  have  done,  and  which  Dr.  N.'s  treatment  by 
stimulants  and  beef-tea  and  eggs  ^^  as  soon  as  the  vesicles  appear" 
does  not  do,  but  greatly  increases  both  the  irritation  and  suppura- 
tion.   But  lest  I  should  take  up  too  much  space  on  this  subject,  I 
will  close  by  the  report  of  a  single  case  which  will  serve  to  show 
that  stimulants  and  rich  food  are  not  always  necessary.    I  was 
called  May  24th  to  see  a  young  man  at  the  house  of  a  farmer  who 
had  hired  him  in  Philadelphia  a  week  before.    He  had  been  sick 
and  feverish  and  in  bed  for  the  most  of  three  days  when  I  saw  him. 
He  had  not  taken  anything  to  eat  and  had  drunk  only  water.    I 
could  not  say  what  disease  was  coming,  but,  as  the  measles  pre- 
vailed greatly,  supposed  it  might  be  that  affection ;  gave  an  anodyne, 
directed  him  to  be  kept  cool,  and  left  him.    In  the  morning  of  next 
day  saw  him,  and,  as  there  was  a  measly  eruption  over  his  face,  I 
thought  this  disease  was  really  present.    Did  not  see  him  for  two 
days  more,  when  I  found  him  with  vesicles  of  good  size  in  abund- 
ance.   As  he  had  eaten  nothing  in  my  absence — ^I  say  nothing,  for 
so  he  declared  and  so  the  family  informed  me — I  advised  him  to 
take  milk  as  much  as  he  could  take  twice  a  day.    He  had  been  in 
all  six  or  seven  days  without  food,  taking  cold  water  as  drink,  and 
sleeping  at  nights,  as  well  as  being  in  the  daytime  with  the  window 
raised  to  its  utmost.    Up  to  this  time  the  farmer  had  gone  into  his 
room  morning  and  evening  to  take  water  to  him  and  ask  if  he  would 
have  food,  but  now  that  I  said  he  had  real  smallpox  he  came  no 
more.    The  wife  had  not  been  in  his  room  at  all.    I  was  from  this 
time  the  only  person  who  saw  him  until  he  was  convalescent ;  and  I 
saw  him  twice  a  day,  at  7  A.M.  and  7  P.M.  or  thereabouts.    I  was 
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compelled  to  attend  to  him  or  basely  forsake  him.  I  gave  him  no 
medicine  save  10  grs.  Dover's  powder  or  J  gr.  morphia  every  night 
to  enable  him  to  rest ;  one  quart-bowl  nearly  full  of  fresh  milk  in  the 
morning  and  another  in  the  evening,  which  he  generally  drank  while 
I  stood  by  his  side.  I  also  left  him  in  the  morning  another  bowlful 
by  his  bedside,  but  of  this  he  seldom  took  more  than  a  few  ounces. 
I  also  gave  him  fresh  water  each  time,  and  sometimes  with  ice.  No 
other  food  was  given  him  at  all  until  the  8th  of  June,  when  bread 
was  added  to  the  milk,  and  this  was  continued  till  he  was  able  to 
go  out  on  the  15th  of  June.  It  was  a  strong  case.  When  in  its 
height,  my  young  friend,  Dr.  Oscar  Leedom,  went  with  me  to  see 
him,  and  on  seeing  his  face,  one  great  scale,  he  said,' ^' Why  this  is 
a  confluent  case."  I  replied,  no ;  semiconfluent.  All  the  medicine 
which  he  took,  save  the  anodynes,  was  one  dose  of  salts  just  as  the 
eruption  was  appearing,  and  four  cathartic  pills  when  the  matura- 
tive  fever  commenced.  I  think  he  was  greatly  benefited,  probably 
saved,  by  the  abstinence  from  food,  and  by  the  free  use  of  cold 
drinks  during  the  first  five  or  six  days,  and  by  the  mild  but  suffi- 
ciently nutritious  diet  afterwards. 

There  is  an  opinion  very  prevalent  among  non-professional  people 
and  with  many  of  the  medical  profession,  and  it  is  strongly  shad- 
owed forth  in  the  essay  referred  to,  that  there  is  a  vast  amount  of 
poison  in  the  blood  of  the  infected  person,  and  that  a  case  is  simple, 
semiconfluent,  or  confluent,  according  to  the  amount ;  and  that  the 
number  and  size  of  the  pustules  depend  on  the  amount  of  poison 
circuUaHng  in  the  blood.  I  hold  no  such  opinions,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons :  If  two  persons  are  exposed  to  the  contagion  at 
the  same  time,  by  taking  one  of  them  and  keeping  him  on  low  diet 
and  mild  drinks,  and  an  occasional  laxative,  he  will  have  a  mild 
disease.  Allow  the  other  to  eat  of  coarse,  rich  food,  and  indulge 
in  beer  and  "  good  old  rye  whiskey,"  until  he  gets  sick,  then,  when 
the  vesicles  appear,  stuff  him  daily  with  the  amount  required  to  be 
taken  every  day  in  the  Municipal  Hospital  of  Philadelphia  (where 
the  treatment  of  Dr.  Nebinger  is  said  by  the  physicians  to  be  fol- 
lowed), namely,  from  six  to  eight  grains  of  quinine,  about  one 
drachm  of  muriated  tincture  of  iron,  one  quart  of  milk  made  into 
eggnog  containing  six  or  eight  eggs  and  six  or  eight  ounces  of 
whiskey,  which  is  often  increased  to  ten  or  twelve  ounces,  and  one 
quart  of  beef-tea.  All  this  must  be  taken  in  twenty-four  hours. 
I  have  used  the  exact  language  of  Dr.  Welch:  I  say,  if  after  such 
preliminary  treatment  as  I  described,  we  should,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  vesicular  stage,  force  all  this  down  the  throat  of  the  suffer- 
ing patient,  we  certainly  could  not  have  a  mild  disease,  as  in  the 
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Other  case ;  and  the  prostration  from  excessive  suppuration  spoken 
of  and  dreaded  by  Dr.  N.,  would,  in  most  cases,  follow  and  cany 
off  the  patient.  I  say  in  most  cases,  and  mean  what  I  say,  for,  by 
the  "Report  of  the  Municipal  Hospital  by  William  M.  Welch,  MJ)., 
physician  in  charge,"  it  appears  there  were  admitted  before  Janu- 
ary  1st,  18T2,  six  hundred  and  seventy-seven  cases  of  variola,  of 
which  three  hundred  and  fifty-three  died  under  the  treatment 
spoken  ot, 

Half  a  century  ago  those  who  practised  inoculation  were  careful 
to  "  prepare  the  system,"  during  a  week  or  more,  before  inserting 
the  smallpox  virus,  by  moderate  diet,  abstinence  from  meat,  spices, 
and  liquors ;  and  continued  this  treatment  until  the  pock  had  reached 
maturity.  By  this  course  the  patient  was  insured  a  mild  disease 
and  suffered  but  little.  But  if  patients  did  not  observe  the  rules 
and  indulged  in  free  or  even  common  modes  of  living,  there  would 
often  be  pustules  on  various  parts  of  the  body,  with  high  fever  and 
much  suffering.  Now,  if  as  much  of  the  contagious  matter  was 
inserted  into  the  arms  of  those  who  had  the  disease  lightly  and 
with  but  a  single  pock,  as  in  those  who  had  high  fever  and  many 
pustules,  the  treatment  must  have  modified  the  action  of  the  poison 
in  the  mild  cases,  and  the  mode  of  living  in  the  others  have  "  re- 
produced the  great  excess  of  variolous  poison,"  as  indicated  by  tiie 
number  of  pustules.  There  is  no  class  of  diseases  more  under  the 
control  of  the  physician  than  eruptive  diseases.  All  of  them  can 
be  greatly  modified  by  a  cooling,  laxative  treatment  in  the  early 
stage,  or  greatly  aggravated  by  an  early  heating  and  stimulating 
treatment.  Let  me  give  a  case  to  illustrate  this :  one,  many  years 
ago,  of  three  sisters,  unvaccinated,  was  exposed  for  ten  days  to 
the  contagion  of  varioloid,  supposing  all  the  time  that  it  was  only 
chickenpox.  The  eldest  was  taken  with  the  smallpox,  and  I  was 
sent  for  to  see  her  when  the  eruption  was  just  beginning  to  show 
itself.  I  put  her  on  a  rigid  antiphlogistic  and  cooling  treatment, 
and  she  passed  favorably  and  safely  through  it.  I  subjected  the 
others  to  low  diet,  laxatives,  and  cool  drinks,  for  a  few  days  before 
it  appeared  on  them,  and  neither  of  them  had  one-fourth  the  num- 
ber of  pustules  that  the  first  patient  had.  The  diffhsion  experi- 
ments of  Ghauveau  seem  to  prove  that  the  active  agent  in  the 
poison  (or  contagion)  is  a  solid,  insoluble  in  water  and  indiffusible; 
and  that  its  power  of  reproduction  points  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
has  the  properties  of  living  matter.  On  this  idea  that  the  conta- 
gion of  smallpox  is  a  living  particle,  the  antiseptic  treatment  is 
founded.    (Sansom.) 

Some  people  believe  that  the  poison  of  smallpox  is  taken  in  by 
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the  lungs,  and  that  when  it  has  gotten  into  the  blood  it  poisons 
that  fluid.  This  is  no't  likely  ;  for  during  the  twelve  days  in  which 
it  is  supposed  to  be  working  mischief  in  the  blood,  we  have  not  a 
symptom  of  ill  health.  It  is  only  when  the  poison  (which  first 
lodged  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lungs  and  on  the  skin) 
begins  to  irritate  the  lining  membrane  of  the  mouth  and  air  pas- 
sages, and  the  skin,  and  which  irritation  (not  visible  during  the 
initiatory  stage)  is  soon  manifest  by  little  points  of  inflammation, 
that  there  is  any  evidence  of  disease  in  the  system.  Dr.  Samson 
of  London,  physician  to  the  Royal  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the 
Chest,  says :  "  There  is  uncertain  testimony  as  to  the  poison  itself 
being  communicable  by  the  blood,  but  it  is  in  the  tissues  that  the 
most  considerable  increase  of  the  poison  takes  place ;  and  it  is  not 
till  these  are  involved  that  the  disease  assumes  any  serious  signs." 
This  is  gratifying  to  me,  and  shows  me  that  we  need  not  trouble 
ourselves  about  the  blood  if  we  will  only  attack  the  disease  when 
it  shows  itself  on  the  skin  and  mucous  membranes.  We  must 
moderate  the  inflammation  by  low  diet,  cool  drinks,  laxatives,  etc. ; 
and  on  the  diseased  parts,  the  antiseptic  and  disinfectant  treatment 
may  be  also  exerted  with  great  hope  of  success.  Dr.  D.  P.  Boyer, 
of  Philadelphia,  was  most  successful  in  aborting  the  pustules  by 
means  of  two  or  three  grains  of  carbolic  acid,  and  fifteen  to  twenty 
grains  of  sulphite  of  soda  every  two  hours — the  former  to  disinfect, 
the  latter  as  an  antiseptic.  Dr.  Samson,  speaking  of  internal  dis- 
infectants, says:  ^^They  should  be  capable  of  antiseptic  action 
directly  upon  the  zymogens  (or  germs  of  smallpox)  which  are 
contagious  to  the  mucous  surface,  and  they  should  be  readily  ab- 
sorbed and  diffused  throughout  the  system  without  losing  their 
antiseptic  properties,  for,  even  before  the  disease  is  manifest,  infect- 
ing molecules  are  eliminated,  and  the  multiplication  of  the  poison 
takes  place  at  many  points  of  the  mucous  surfaces  as  it  does  with- 
in the  skim^' 

The  subject  of  eruptive  diseases  needs  a  thorough  revision ;  a 
revision  which  will,  I  hope,  throw  light  on  the  connection  which 
exists  between  the  nervous  system  and  the  blood  moving  in  the 
vessels  —  a  revision  which  will  show  that  impression  made  upon 
the  nerves,  like  the  passage  of  the  electric  fluid,  is  felt  in  every 
blood-globule  and  determines  its  condition. 

Ligation  of  Funis. — In  our  report  for  1869  we  referred  to  the 
essay  of  Dr.  King,  of  Washington  City,  on  this  subject,  and  showed 
the  error  of  his  belief  that  after  the  birth  of  the  child  the  blood 
flows /rom  it  to  the  placenta  through  the  umbilical  vein,  and  that 
in  that  way  the  surplus  blood,  with  which,  he  thinks,  the  child  is 
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oppressed  and  its  organs  engorged,  gets  out  of  its  body — and  to 
facilitate  which  he  advises  that  the  cord  be  quickly  cut  so  that  the 
blood  may  flow  from  the  umbilical  vein.  This  we  showed  to  be  a 
palpable  error,  inasmuch  as  no  blood  can  flow  from  the  child  through 
the  umbilical  vein  to  the  placenta,  for  the  reason  that  that  vein  or 
vessel  carries  the  blood  the  other  way,  from  the  placenta  to  the 
child.  We  also  showed  the  propriety  of  waiting^ — neither  cutting 
the  cord,  nor  tying  it — until  pulsation  in  the  cord  had  ceased,  and 
all  the  blood  contained  in  the  vessels  of  the  cord  and  placenta  had 
passed  into  the  body  of  the  child  to  whom  it  belonged — ^not  one 
drop  of  it  belonging  to  the  mother.  We  claimed,  too,  that  it  would 
be  very  wrong  to  either  cut  or  tie  the  cord  quickly  after  the  birth 
of  the  child,  as  either  operation  would  deprive  the  infknt  of  some 
ounces  of  blood  which  properly  belong  to  it,  and  which  it  always 
gets,  provided  no  hasty  and  officious  interference  prevents  it.  In 
conversation  with  physicians  since  that  tim'e  I  have  been  surprised 
to  find  that  some  of  them  do  not  comprehend  the  facts  in  relation 
to  the  subject.  Some  thought  the  blood  in  the  cord  and  placenta 
was  the  mother's  blood,  and  a  few  had  regarded  the  operation  of 
putting  a  ligature  on  the  maternal  end  of  the  cut  cord  as  a  pre- 
caution to  prevent  blood  being  drained  away  from  the  mother.  One 
physician  argued  strongly  that  the  blood  which  flows  in  the  child's 
body  comes  directly  from  the  vessels  of  the  mother  through  the 
umbilical  vein  to  the  child,  and,  after  circulating  there,  goes  back 
through  the  umbilical  arteries  of  the  child  and  the  cord  to  the 
mother,  and  mingles  with  her  blood.  Another  eminent  physician 
held  the  same  opinion.  As  already  alluded  to,  some  believe  that 
hemorrhage  may  take  place  through  the  cord  from  the  mother. 
Drs.  Neill  and  Smith,  in  their  Compendium^  favor  this  idea..  At 
page  534  they  say:  "  The  two  ligatures  are  useful  in  case  of  twins, 
which  sometimes  have  a  common  placenta."  A  friend  has  also  told 
me  that  a  professor  of  obstetrics,  to  whom  he  applied  ft>r  informa- 
tion, said  it  was  a  proper  precaution.  Dr.  Horace  Smoot,  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  in  an  able  review  of  Dr.  King's  Essay ^  disproved  many 
of  his  pretended  truths,  himself  seeems  to  be  in  a  grievous  error. 
On  page  65,  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter^  Jan.  22, 1872,  he  says :  ^^As 
soon  as  the  cord  ceases  to  pulsate,  we  know  from  that  fact  that  all 
superfluous  blood,  if  there  should  be  any  that  might  interfere  with 
the  establishment  of  respiration  by  a  congestion  about  the  heart 
and  lungs,  has  been  gotten  rid  of  and  found  its  lodgement  in  the  cord 
and  placentaJ^  It  is  lamentable  that  intelligent  physicians  should 
hold  such  opinions,  and  inculcate  them.  Tie  the  cord  of  the  first 
child  in  a  case  of  twins  for  fear  that  the  mother's  blood,  or  the 
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blood  of  the  other  child  should  come  streaming  through  it.    Talk 
about  superfluous  blood  being  driven  back  from  the  child  and  find- 
ing a  lodgement  in  the  cord  and  placental  Assert  that  the  blood  of 
the  mother  circulates  in  the  child's  I  Why  have  we  learned  nothhig  ? 
Does  Physiology  teach  us  thus  ?    No.    Shall  we  on  such  erroneous 
opinions,  whether  inculcated  by  teachers  or  writers,  found  a  prac- 
tice, and  quickly  tie  the  cord,  or  cut  the  cord  to  avert  supposed 
dangers  ?    I  hope  not.    But,  to  return  to  Dr.  King.    He  says : 
"  Every  infant,  except  those  precipitated  by  a  single  pain,  comes 
into  the  world  in  a  state  of  partial  or  incipient  apnoea.    Yenous 
blood  predominates  over  the  arterial,  and  exerts  its  sedative  in- 
fluence upon  the  brain  and  nervous  centres ;  and  of  this  arrangement 
we  observe  the  utility,  in  that  it  prepares  the  delicate  and  suscep- 
tible nervous  system  of  the  infant  to  withstand  the  shock,  by  light, 
sound,  etc.,  so  suddenly  impressed  upon  it  as  it  emerges  from  the 
silence  and  darkness  of  the  uterine  cavity  into  the  noise  and  light 
of  the  world.    If  the  keen  susceptibilities  of  the  infant  were  not 
thus  obtunded  by  the  sedative  influence  of  unaerated  blood,  then  we 
should  not  be  surprised  to  see  every  new-born  child  ushered  into 
the  world  with  a  convulsion.    That  children  always  are  bom  in  the 
condition  of  incipient  apnoea  is  plain.    At  birth,  and  for  a  certain 
period  prior  to  it,  the  cii'culation  of  blood  through  the  placenta  has 
in  part  or  wholly  ceased ;  this  we  know  ^  for  the  foetal  pulse  feU  in 
the  cord  no  longer  reaches  the  placenta."    Dr.  King,  at  the  time  of 
writing  the  above,  had  attended  but  very  few  cases  of  labor.    In 
looking  at  the  above  quotation,  I  cannot  see  one  word  of  truth  in 
it,  and  I  believe  greater  experience  will  cause  him  also  to  see  his 
errors.    At  page  32  of  his  pamphlet  he  asks,  ^'  Is  it  natural  and 
proper  that  the  cord  should  pulsate,  and  pulsate  strongly  and 
throughout  all  or  a  greater  part  of  its  length,  after  the  child  is  ex- 
pelled ?"    And  he  answers,  "  We  think  not"    My  experience  in 
thousands  of  cases  proves  Dr.  King's  opinions  to  be  quite  erroneous. 
I  doubt  not  that  the  heart  beats  steadily  and  sends  the  blood  regu- 
larly to  the  placenta,  and  receives  it  steadily  through  thie  umbilical 
vein  during  every  part  of  the  labor.    Hundreds  of  times  have  I 
seen  children  born  after  hours  of  terrific  pains,  and  yet  the  instant 
they  came  into  the  world  they  yelled  furiously,  and  the  pulse  was 
beating  violently.    Dr.  King  having  awakened  my  attention  to  this 
subject,  and  some  of  my  neighboring  physicians  having  practised 
cutting  the  cord  quickly,  I  resolved  to  observe  more  carefully  than 
before  the  operations  of  nature  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  to  see 
what  would  take  place  if  we  should  not  interfere;  and  in  the  follow- 
ing cases  noted  the  length  of  time  that  the  cord  continued  to  pul- 
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Bate,  Ist,  near  to  the  placenta ;  2d,  within  an  inch  of  the  navel ;  and 
3d,  in  the  umbilicus  itself. 

Case  1.  Healthy  male  child.  Cord  pulsated  inside  vagina  10'  (ten 
minutes),  within  one  inch  of  navel  25'. 

2.  Male.  In  vag.  10',  then  placenta  was  delivered,  after  which 
pulsation  was  felt  an  inch  from  the  navel  5'  longer. 

3.  Female.    In  vag.  8',  near  navel  14'. 

4.  Male.    In  vag.  12',  near  navel  16'. 

5.  Male.    In  vag.  20',  at  navel  45'.    In  one  week  it  had  jaundice. 

6.  Male  (delivered  with  forceps).  No  pulsation  in  cord  for  one 
minute,  then  came  in  half  its  length,  ceased  in  the  cord  at  the  navel 
in  10^  and  was  felt  in  the  umbilicus  3'  longer. 

7.  Female,  first  child.  In  vag.  9',  near  navel  14',  in  umb.  19'. 
Pulsations  at  birth  160  in  a  minute. 

8.  Female.  In  vag.  6',  near  navel  11',  umbilicus  iS'.  At  birth 
the  pulsations  were  144  per  minute  ;  after  they  ceased  in  the  cord, 
were  144  in  the  umbilicus. 

9.  Female  (easy  labor).  None  in  vag.,  1'  near  navel,  9'  in  umbi- 
licus. 

10.  Male  (slow  but  easy  labor,  inhaling  ether  many  hours).  None 
in  vag.,  2'  at  navel,  9'  at  umbilicus. 

11.  Male.  In  vag.  2',  near  navel  15',  in  umb.  23'.  Jaundice  on 
fifth  day. 

12.  Male  (quick  but  violent  labor).  In  vag.  2',  navel  T',  umb. 
11'. 

13.  Female.  Yag.  2',  navel  5',  umb.  15'.  (At  the  navel^  means 
within  an  inch  of  the  umbilicus.) 

14.  Male.    In  vag.  2',  near  navel  18',  in  umb.  22'. 

15.  f  Twins,  first  one,  Female,  born  at  5  A.M.    In  vag.  2',  navel 

11',  umb.  20'. 

16.  Second  one,  bom  at  6  A.M.,  Male.    In  vag.  3',  near  navel 

8',  umb.  12'. 

17.  Female  (forceps).    In  vag.  none,  near  navel  8',  in  umb.  16'. 

18.  Male.  In  vag.  7',  near  navel  9',  umb.  12.'  Placenta  delivered 
at  7'. 

19.  Male  (weak  child).    In  vag.  none,  near  navel  8',  in  umb.  12'. 

20.  Male.  In  vag.  3'  (placenta  delivered  naturally  in  15'),  near 
navel  23',  umb.  27'. 

21.  Male.  In  vag.  5'  (placenta  came  in  6'),  near  navel  8',  in  umb* 
11'. 

22.  Female  (face  presentation,  produced  cephalic  version).  In 
vag.  25'  when  placenta  came,  near  navel  30',  in  umb.  35'.  When 
the  child  was  lying  quite  still,  the  pulsations  were  only  80 ;  on  crying, 
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would  go  up  to  140 ;  if  again  quiet,  would  run  down  to  80 ;  but  made 
to  cry  again  it  would  run  up  away  above  100. 

23.  Female.    In  vag.  2',  navel  5',  umb.  10'. 

24.  Female.    In  vag.  2%  navel  20%  umb.  25^     Placenta  came  in 
10'. 

25.  Female  (eight  hours  labor,  ether  and  chloroform).    In  vag. 
2',  navel  13',  umb.  20'. 

26.  Male.    In  vag.  none,  near  navel  6',  umb.  10'. 

27.  Female.    In  vag.  none,  navel  6',  umb.  11'. 

28.  Female.    In  vag.  2',  near  navel  4',  umb.  6'. 

29.  Male.    In  vag.  4',  navel  10',  umb.  12'. 

30.  Female.    In  vag.  11',  navel  1 9',  umb.  24'.    Pulse  in  the  umb. 
133  in  a  minute  when  it  ceased  in  the  cord. 

31.  Female.    In  vag.  13',  near  navel  20',  in  umb.  25'. 

32.  Male.    In  vag.  10',  near  navel  12',  in  umb.  17'. 

33.  Male.    In  vag.  5',  near  navel  25',  in  umb.  30'. 

34.  Female.    In  vag.  10',  near  navel  18',  in  umb.  23'. 

I  have  left  out  of  this  list  one  case  already  reported,  a  large 
healthy  child  (male)  with  a  very  thick  cord,  twenty  inches  long, 
very  firm,  and  with  strong  pulsations,  born  fifteen  minutes  (they 
said)  before  I  arrived.  The  placenta  was  delivered  in  a  few  minutes 
after  I  came,  the  pulsation  in  the  cord  at  that  time  being  144. 
Ninety  minutes  after  the  birth,  there  was  no  pulsation  in  the  cord 
within  four  inches  of  the  placenta  (which  had  then  been  lying  on 
the  bed  a  full  hour).  In  an  hour  and  three  quarters  there  was 
still  weak  pulsation  in  the  cord  half  its  length,  but  I  cut  it  five 
inches  f5h>m  the  navel  and  it  bled  quite  freely  from  the  foBtal  end,  I 
then  tied  it.  I  do  not  know  that  these  statistics  will  be  interesting 
to  any  one,  but  if  they  will  lead  to  thought  on  the  subject,  they 
will  do  no  harm.  I  submit  them  without  fhrther  comment.  It 
will  be  observed  here  that  in  the  thirty-four  cases,  two  were  attacked 
by  jaundice.  Dr.  King  speaks  of  this  disease  being  frequently 
caused  by  the  blood  not  being  permitted  to  run  from  the  child,  by 
the  umbilical  vein  (an  impossibility),  a  congestion  of  the  liver 
being  the  result  of  the  blood  being  kept  in  the  child's  body  (as  was 
done  in  all  those  cases),  and  yet  only  one  in  seventeen  was  afiected 
here.  I  have  spoken  to  persons  about  the  cord  pulsating  after  the 
delivery  of  the  placenta ;  they  considered  it  an  impossibility,  and 
yet  you  may  see  that  such  was  the  fact  in  several  of  the  above 
eases.  There  is  one  other  fact  worthy  of  notice,  and  to  which  I 
gave  too  little  attention,  which  may  be  turned  to  good  account. 
The  rate  of  pulsation  in  children  lively  at  birth,  seems  to  range 
from  130  to  160 ;  but  in  one  case  while  lying  quite  still,  the  pulse 
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was  only  80 ;  by  making  the  child  cry  it  ran  up  to  140 ;  being  quiet 
it  fell  again,  and  again  ran  np  when  made  to  cry.  In  several  cases 
since  these  observations  were  made,  I  have,  in  children  who 
breathed  imperfectly,  caused  them  to  cry,  with  excellent  effect  in 
quickening  a  languid  and  halting  pulse.  But  my  observations  on 
this  subject  are  too  limited  t6  be  of  much  use.  I  was  looking  only 
for  the  duration  of  the  pulsation  in  the  cord.  Nearly  everything 
which  Dr.  King  has  said  in  relation  to  the  asphyxiated  condition 
of  the  child  being  a  natural  condition  intended  to  produce  certain 
indispensable  results,  and  also  that  the  pulsation  of  the  cord  has 
ceased  in  a  natural  labor  some  minutes  before  the  child  is  bom, 
may  be  regarded  as  very  pretty,  but  not  harmless,  theories  worked 
out  by  the  brain  of  one,  who,  at  the  time  he  wrote,  had  had,  by 
his  own  showing,  almost  no  experience  in  midwifery.  Having  in  a 
former  report  asserted  that  where  the  cord  was  either  quickly  cut 
or  tied,  the  child  would  lose  some  ounces  of  blood — more  in  the 
former  case  than  in  the  latter — and  that  this  loss  of  blood  in  either 
case  was  unjustifiable,  I  have  since  made  a  few  attempts  to  ascertain 
what  amount  would  be  lost  by  tying  the  cord  quickly  (as  is  very 
often  done)  and  then  cutting  it  off. 

Case  1.  Healthy  male  child ;  cord  cut  three  inches  from  the  navel 
in  two  minutes  after  it  was  bom ;  caught  two  ounces  of  blood. 

Case  2.  Female ;  in  two  minutes  after  the  child  cried,  caught  two 
ounces. 

Case  3.  Male ;  caught  2^  ounces. 

Case  4.  Male ;  caught  slightly  more  than  two  ounces. 

The  mother  of  this  child  was  almost  drained  of  blood  before  her 
labor  began,  having  bled  from  the  nose  every  day  for  a  month, 
before  that  time,  until  within  one  week  of  that  time,  yet  the  child 
was  a  fine  one  with  no  evidence  of  having  suffered  from  the  con- 
dition of  the  mother.  There  were  more  than  two  ounces  of  blood 
came  from  the  cord  in  each  of  these  cases,  for  I  first  caught  it  in  a 
bowl  and  then  poured  it  into  a  graduated  glass.  In  doing  this, 
some  was  left  adhering  to  the  bowl  and  some  lost.  Now  is  it  a 
matter  of  indifference  whether  the  child  is  robbed  of  this  blood  or 
not?  It  certainly  cannot  be.  It  must  be  right  to  take  it  away,  or 
else  right  to  leave  it.  How  is  it  disposed  of  in  a  natural  case,  when 
the  doctor  is  not  present?  It  flows  without  hindrance  into  the 
body  of  the  child,  the  cord  collapses,  the  pulsation  of  the  arteries 
cannot  be  felt  at  the  umbilicus  after  a  half  hour  or  thereabouts,  and 
the  child  has  two  ounces  of  blood  more  than  it  would  have  had  if 
the  doctor  had  tied  it,  and  three  or  four  ounces  more  than  if  he  had 
cut  it  without  tying  it.    I  look  back  with  some  regret  on  the  habit 
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into  which  I  had  fallen,  from  press  of  business  and  from  want  of  a 
proper  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  waiting  until  the  pulsa- 
tion of  the  cord  should  cease,  of  tying  the  cord  as  soon  after  the 
birth  of  the  child  as  the  ligature  could  be  procured ;  thus,  perhaps, 
ftcquently  cutting  oflf  from  a  weak  child  two  ounces  of  blood 
which  it  much  needed.  For  the  past*  few  years  my  habit  has  been 
to  wait  until  the  pulsation  has  ceased.  I  then  cut  the  cord  and  tie 
the  foetal  end,  though  I  believe  it  would  rarely  if  ever  bleed  if  left 
without  tying,  for  the  cord  had  by  its  inherent  contractility 
obliterated  the  vessels,  even  as  far  as  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  a 
result  most  likely  not  accomplished  when  the  cord  is  cut  while  still 
pulsating.  It  may  seem  to  some  that  a  practice  which  has  been  so 
universal  as  that  of  tying  the  cord  while  it.  still  pulsates,  and  under 
which  so  many  children  have  done  well,  even  though  they  individu- 
ally lost  two  ounces  of  blood,  when  not  yet  five  minutes  old,  could 
not  be  far  from  right,  and  may  well  be  let  alone. 

With  all  the  care  and  skill  yet  exercised,  the  mortality  among 
inflEUits  has  been  very  great,  and  it  behooves  us  to  embrace  every 
suggestion  which  promises  the  least  benefit  either  in  saving  or  pro- 
longing life.  I  am  far  from  believing  that  the  custom  of  tying  the 
cord  before  pulsation  has  ceased,  is  universal.  Indeed  I  know  it  is 
not.  My  friend  and  neighbor.  Dr.  E.  0.  Leedom,  during  a  practice 
of  forty  years,  has  always  waited  until  the  pulsation  ceased  before 
tying  the  cord.  Hundreds  of  others  no  doubt  did  the  same  way. 
But  it  was  nevertheless  a  very  common  practice,  the  result  partly 
of  a  desire  to  finish  the  case  quickly  and  get  away  to  other  duties, 
and  partly  because  there  was  not  the  least  apprehension  on  the 
part  of  the  physician  that  it  was  improper  to  do  so.  Let  us  see 
what  the  teaching  on  this  subject  has  been.  Burns,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  century  wrote :  "If  the  child  breathe  vigorously, 
it  may  be  safely  separated  from  the  mother."  Dr.  James,  Professor 
of  Obstetrics  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  said :  "  Dr.  Den- 
man,  from  observing  that  some  children,  after  they  had  begun  to 
breathe,  had  respiration  checked  and  died  after  the  cord  was  tied, 
advised  that  the  ligature  should  never  be  applied  till  the  pulsation 
cease."  **But,"  says  Dr.  James,  "when  the  child  is  vigorous  and 
cries  lustily,  there  is  no  occasion  for  delaying  so  long,  nor  have  I 
ever  known  any  bad  effects  from  the  practice."  Dr.  Dewees,  who 
succeeded  Dr.  James  as  a  teacher  about  1830,  taught:  "When  res- 
piration is  established,  either  spontaneously  or  artificially,  we  apply 
a  ligature  to  the  cord,  provided  pulsation  have  ceased  in  it,  but  not 
until  then."  Dr.  Condie  in  1853  wrote:  "In  all  cases  in  which 
asphyxia  of  the  child  is  unaccompanied  with  symptoms  of  cerebral 
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congestion,  it  is  not  proper  to  tie  the  umbilical  cord,  until  its  pul- 
sation has  ceased,  or  become  quite  feeble."  Oazeaux,  a  very  recent 
author,  says :  ^^  Some  authors  have  advised  to  wait  until  pulsation 
has  ceased  in  the  cord,  but  as  this  most  generally  requires  a  long 
time,  it  is  customary  to  make  the  section  immediately."  So,  while 
the  teachers  of  many  years  ago  were  careful  to  wait  until  pulsation 
had  ceased,  some  of  the  more  recent  ones  are  careless  about  it,  as 
though  it  were  of  no  moment.  I  feel  sure  that  we  ought  not  to 
rob  the  child  of  any  of  its  blood,  unless  some  abnormal  condition 
should  demand  it. 

Observationa  of  Meteorological  Phenomena  at  Plymouth  Meeting^ 
Montgomery  County^  Pennsylvania  (Lat.  N.  46®  6' ;  Lon.  W.  76*^ 
15^ ;  Height  above  sea  level  240  ft.),  made  by  Marcus  H.  Corson, 
M.D.,  for  the  year  ending  May  31,  18T2. 

June^  18T1. 

No.  of  clear  days         •        •        .15        Mean  temp,  of  thermometer  70^.3. 

'*    days  in  which  it  rained    .    11        Max.  of  barom.  30.15  in.  on  10th. 

*«       «    partially  clear  .        .      4        Min.        «<  29.60  in.  on  12th. 

Max.  of  thermometer  88^  on  3d.  Mean       "  29.89  in. 

Min.        *«        "  S?""  on  16th.  Rain  fall,  totol      8.06  in. 

Terrific  thunderstorm  on  24.    Rainiest  month  since  September,  1868. 

A  tri-daily  observation^  of  the  direction  and  force  of  the  wind  at  7  A.  M.,  2  P.M., 

and  9  P.  M.,  gave  the  following  results : — 

No.  of  N.  winds,  N.N. W.  &  N.N.E.  10  No.  of  S.  winds,  8. W.  .  .  6 
"  "       N.E.  .        .        .      6  «      W.    "      W.S.W.&W.N.W.22 

"  "       N.W.         .        .     13  •*      B.      "      B.S.B.  &  E.N.B.       15 

No.  of  S.  winds,  S.S.E.  &  S.S.W.    14  — 

"  "        S.E.  .        .        .      4  ToUl  90 


July,  1871. 

No.  of  clear  days        .                .12 

No.  ofE. 

winds,  E.N.E.  &  E.8.E. 

18 

«    days  in  which  it  rained    .    15 

u       u 

« 

N.E.     .        .        . 

6 

"       "    partially  clear  .        .      4 

"     8. 

t( 

8.S.E.&S.S.W. 

12 

Max.  of  thermometer  88^  on  15th. 

I<      (( 

ti 

S.W.    . 

3 

Min.               "            67^  on  24th. 

«     N. 

II 

N.N.W.&  N.N.E. 

8 

Mean  temperature  70^.8. 

(1     (1 

II 

N.W. 

24 

Max.  of  barometer  30.16  in.  on  Ist. 

"     W. 

II 

W.S.W.&W.N.W, 

18 

Min.            «            29.62  in.  on  19th. 

((     It 

II 

S.E.      .        . 

4 

Mean           <<           29.91  in. 

— 

Total  rain  fall  for  month,  4.51  in. 

ToUl 

93 

Temperature  but  once  at  80°  from  17th  to  31st. 

1  The  observations  are  classed  under  eight  heads,  the  four  cardinal  points  and 
their  intermediates,  and  anything  between  those  points  is  classed  with  the  one 
it  approaches  nearer. 
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August^  1871. 

No.  of  clear  days         ...    11  No.  of  N.  winds,  N.N.W.  &  N.N.E.  13 

«    days  in  which  it  rained    .    15  "  S.  "  S.S.W.  &  S.S.E.      23 

"       "    partially  clear .        .6  "  "  «  S.W.           .        .     1^ 

Max.  of  thermometer,  89*»  on  16lh.  "  E.  "  E.N.E.  &  E.S.B. .    18 

Min.       «           "        S?**  on  20th.  "  "  "  N.W.          .        .     10 

Mean  temperature  74^3.  "  W.  "  W.S.W.  &  W.N.W.  8 

Max.  of  barometer  30.30  In.  on  23d.  "  "  "  S.E.  ...        4 

Ifin.  «  29.57  in.  on  30th.  "  "  "  N.E.  .  .  2 
Mean  "  29.96  in.  — 
Total  rain  fall  for  month,  4.49  in.                                                    Total           93 

Hot,  sultry  month,  thermometer  at  80®  for  22  days.    Rain  every  day  from  the 
23d  to  30th  (8  days).    Mean  temperature  of  summer,  72*^.2. 
Total  rain  fall  for  month,  17.06  in. 

September^  1871. 

No.  of  clear  days         ...    15  No.  of  N.  winds,  N.N.W.  &  N.N.E.  25 

"     days  In  which  it  rained    .6  "  S.  «  S.S.E.  &  S.S.W.       7 

"       "    partially  clear   .        .    10  "  «*  "  S.W.         .        .      2 

Max.  of  thermometer  82*»  on  6th.  «  E.  "  E.N.E.  &  E.S.E.      11 

Min.              "             39®  on  22d.  "  "  "  N.W.         .        .     20 

Mean            "             59®.9.  "  W.    "  W.S.W.&W.N.W.  5 

Max.  of  barometer  30.35  in.  on  12th.  "  "  "  S.E.  .        .        .      3 

Mm.           "            29.48  in.  on  26th.  "  "  "  N.E. .        .        .    17 

Mean         "            30.093.  — 

Total  ramfall  for  month,  1.06  in.  Total  90 

Rrst  frost  visible  on  21st,  although  on  the  8th  the  minimum  thermometer 
exposed  on  the  grass  before  sunrise  indicated  32®.  The  uniformity  of  tempera- 
ture during  the  first  seven  days  was  remarkable,  a  variation  of  less  than  3® 
baWng  been  indicated. 

October  y  1871. 

No.  of  clear  days         ...    17  No.  N.W.  winds         ...  22 

"     days  in  which  it  rained    .      8  "  S.W.  "      ....  19 

•"        "    partially  clear  .        .6  "  W.  "  W.N.W.  &  W.S.W.  12 

Max.  of  thermometer  78®  on  15th.  "  S.  "  S.S.W.  &  S.S.E.   .  12 

Min.             "                30O  on  21st.  "  N.  «  N.N.W.  &  N.N.E.  13 

Mean           "                54®.6.  "  E.  "  E.N.E.  &  E.S.E.  .  10 

Max.  of  barometer  30.48  in.  on  2l8t.  "  "  "  N.E.     ...  3 

Min.            «           29.72  in.  on  3d.  "  "  "  S.E.     ...  2 

Mean           «          30.064  in.  — 

ToUl  rain  fall  for  month,  3.36  in.                                                   Total  93 

This  month  was  generally  mild.  Frost  on  1st,  8th,  13th,  and  18th.  Ice  on 
2l8t  and  30th.     High  winds  from  18th  to  31st. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


11 

No. 

ofN. 

winds 

,N.N.W.&N.N.E.32 

10 

t( 

« 

a 

N.W.         .        .    30 

9 

tt 

E. 

tt 

E.S.E.  &  E.N.E.     18 

u 

W. 

tt 

W.S.W.&W.N.W.  5 

« 

« 

M 

aw.        .      .    3 

i< 

u 

M 

N.B.          .        .      2 

th. 

l( 

s. 

(( 

8.      .        .        .      0 

158  REPORT    OF   THE 

November^  1871. 

No.  of  clear  days        •        •        • 

"      dajs  in  which  it  rained    • 

"        **     partially  clear  . 
Max.  of  thermometer,  66°  on  Ist. 
Min.  "  20«  on  30th. 

Mean  «  Sd^'.U. 

Max.  of  barometer  30.43  Id.  on  12th. 
Min.  "  29.37  in.  on  15th.  — 

Mean  "  29.964  in.  Total  90 

Total  rain  fall  for  month,  2.02  in. 

A  cold,  rough  month ;  the  windiest  I  hare  ever  recorded.  A  violent  storm  of 
wind  on  the  14th,  prostrating  many  trees.  Snow  on  the  16th  ;  the  last  three 
days  were  very  cold. 

December^  1871. 
No.  of  clear  days         ...    11        No.  W.  winds,  W.*S.  W.  &  W.N.  W.  26 

"     days  on  which  it  snowed 
or  rained 

"     days  partially  clear  . 
Max.  of  thermometer,  40*^  on  24th. 
Min.  «  0«  on  21st. 

Mean  "  28«.3. 

Max.  of  barometer,  30.48  in.  on  22d. 
Min.  "  29.44  in.  on  4th.  — 

Mean  "  29.672  in.  Total  93 

Amount  of  rain  &  melted  snow  090  in. 
Depth  of  snow  6.45  in. 

A  very  cold  month ;  oontinnons  skating  on  the  ponds  from  Thanksgiving  day 
(Nov.  28th)  until  Deo.  18th.  The  2l8t  the  coldest  day  in  the  last  eight  years. 
The  thermometer  indicating  0°  at  sunrise  and  9  P.M.,  and  rising  only  to  9°  in 
the  warmest  part  of  the  day.  The  mean  temperature  of  1871  was  51.49,  pre- 
cUely  that  of  1869  to  the  one  one-hundredth  of  a  degree.  The  temperature  of  1867 
and  1S68  were  alike  to  the  same  degree  of  exactness  (to  wit,  both  being  49^.91), 
coincidences  unparalleled  in  my  observations  of  meteorological  phenomena. 

January^  1872. 

No.  of  clear  days         ...     15        No.  of  N.W.  winds      .        .        .28 

"      days  it  rained  or  snowed  .      8        No.  of  N.  winds,  N.N.W.  &  N.N.E.  24 

"        "    partially  clear   .        .8  "     W.    "      W.N.W.&W.S.W.  20 

Max.  of  thermometer  48^5  on  12tli.  "      E.      "      E.S.E.  &  E.N.E.      13 

Min.  "  5«»on31st.  «  "      B.W.  .        .      4 

Mean  «  28^.38.  «  "     N.E.  ...      3 

Max.  of  barometer      30.40  in.  on  2d.  "  «*      S.       .        .        .      1 

Miu.  "  29.57  in. on  23d.  — 

Depth  of  rain  and  melted  snow  0.90  in.  Total  93 

«         snow  4.50  in. 

The  latter  part  of  the  month  was  intensely  cold,  the  minimnm  thermometer 
marking  — 1°.  and  lower  two  successive  mornings.    The  boisterous  winds  pre- 
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▼ailiDg  made  exposure  very  disagreeable.    The  most  remarkable  feature  of  the 
past  two  months  was  the  small  amonnt  of  rain. 

February  y  18Y2. 

No.  of  clear  dajs        •        •       .  •    10 

•<      days  it  snowed  and  rained      9 

"        "      partially  clear .        .      9 
Max.  of  thermometer  56°  on  25th. 
Mln.  "  3°  on  6th. 

Mean  "  30°.13 

Max.  of  barometer  30.50  in.  on  23d. 
Min.  <<  29.31  in.  on  18th. 

Mean  "  29.687  In.  — 

Depth  of  rain  &  melted  snow  2.82  in.  Total  87 

*'        snow  13.50  in. 

There  has  not  been  a  single  day  of  good  sleighing  in  the  past  winter,  the  snow 
'  fall  being  very  dry,  and  the  prevailing  high  winds  driving  it  from  the  roads. 


No.  of  clear  days 

**      days  it  snowed  or  rained  , 

"        "     partially  clear 
Max.  of  thermometer  62°  on  19th. 
Min.  «  3°  on  5th. 

Mean  "  31°.20. 

Max.  of  barometer  30.35  in.  on  S 
Min.  *<  29.34  in.  on  S 

Mean  "  29.563  in.  — 

Amoant  of  rain  &  melted  snow  2.77  in.  Total  93 

Mnch  cold,  rongh  weather  this  month.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  a  snow 
squall  of  unprecedented  violence  occurred,  commencing  at  5.15  P.M.,  lasting 
nearly  an  hour  ;  the  thermometer  fell  rapidly  from  36°  to  17°,  and  it  was  im- 
possible to  see  more  than  two  or  three  rods  in  any  direction  during  the  storm. 
Robins  and  blackbirds  appeared  on  the  21st.  Thunder  and  lightning  (first  this 
season),  on  the  3lBt. 

Aprily  1872. 
No.  of  clear  days 

•*     days  it  rained  and  snowed 

"        "     partially  clear  . 
Max.  of  thermometer  84°  on  26th. 
Min.  "  32°  on  4th. 

Mean  "  61°.26  in. 

Max.  of  barometer  30.25  in.  on  30th. 
Min.  **  29.55  in.  on  19th.  — 

Mean  "  29.939  in."  ToUl  90 

Amount  of  rain      0.98  in. 

Beautiful  aurora  evening  of  10th.  The  spring,  thus  far,  has  been  exceed- 
ingly dry,  less  than  4  in.  of  rain  having  fallen  thus  far.  This  month  there  was 
but  one  rain  of  any  account,  the  balance  of  the  days  marked  as  snowing  or 
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raining,  consisting  of  sqnalls  or  light  showers.  No  thunder  or  lightning  during 
the  month.  In  oonseqaenoe  of  the  bare  condition  of  the  ground  during  the 
winter,  and  the  drouth  in  the  spring,  the  winter  grain  and  grass  crops  look  very 
poor. 

May,  1872. 

No.  of  clear  days 

"      days  in  which  it  rained 

"        "     partially  clear  . 
Max.  of  thermometer  90®  in.  on  10th. 
Min.  "  43®  on  5th. 

Mean  «  64®.14  in. 

Max.  of  barometer  30.19  in.  on  15th. 
Min.  "  29.39  in.  on  19th.  — 

Mean  «  29.92  in.  Total  93 

Amount  of  rain        2.08  in. 

Extremes  of  temperature  during  the  month.  Some  very  hot  dry  days  and 
some  unseasonably  cold  ones.  The  month  was  very  dry  until  the  last  week, 
when  refreshing  showers  fell,  too  late  however  to  make  full  crops  of  grass,  etc, 
but  of  great  help  to  them.  The  almost  total  absence  of  thunder  and  lightning 
this  spring  has  been  noticeable,  there  having  been  but  two  faint  instances. 

Summary  for  the  year  ending  May,  1872. 
Mean  of  thermometer  per  year       ....  50^.204. 

"          barometer        "      "         ....  29.812  in. 

Total  rain  fall  for  year 31.87    in. 

Of  1089  recorded  observations  of  the  direction  and  force  of  wind — 

239  were  N.  N.N.W.  or  N.N.E.  118  were  8.  8.8. W.  or  S.8.E. 
233     "    N.W.  92     "    8.W. 

171     "    E.  E.S.E.  or  E.N.E.  45     «    N.E. 

164     «    W.  W.N.W.  or  W.S.W.  36     "    8.E. 

The  very  small  amount  of  rain  will  be  noticed. 


MEMOIR  OP  DR.  MARCU8  H.  CORSON,  1849-1872. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  son  of  George  and  Martha  Maalsby 
Corson,  was  born  at  Plymouth  Meeting, in  Montgomery  County,  Feb- 
ruary 10, 1849,  and  died  at  the  same  place,  of  consumption.  May  23, 
1872.  It  is  with  unfeigned  sorrow  that  we  record  the  early  death  of 
this  gentle  and  highly-gifted  youth.  Blessed  with  a  most  remarkable 
facility  for  acquiring  knowledge,  he  passed  rapidly  through  the 
studies  preparatory  to  entering  college,  and  at  an  early  age  was 
admitted  to  the  Literary  Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. But  two  years  had  not  passed  before  a  severe  hemorrhage 
from  the  lungs  compelled  him  to  abandon  his  studies  and  seek  to 
restore  his  failing  health.  Absence  from  study  joined  to  exercise 
and  tonics  were  brought  to  bear  on  his  case,  and  his  health  seemed 
to  be  restored.  He  was  impatient  to  return  to  college,  but  it  was 
deemed  unsafe.    He  then  insisted  on  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
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claimed  that  the  daily  rides  over  a  beautiful  and  healthy  country 
^would  certainly  aid  to  invigorate  him ;  and  for  a  time  his  hopes 
seemed  to  be  fulfilled.  And  when  he  graduated  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  spring  of  1811,  which  he  did  with  the  highest 
honor,  he  gave  promise  of  ability  to  enter  on  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  But  alas!  some  hemorrhages  again  occurred,  and  he 
died  in  a  little  more  than  one  year  from  the  time  of  graduation. 
In  him  were  combined  surpassing  ability  and  conscientiousness  of 
the  highest  order.  He  was  a  true  lover  of  science.  In  meteorology 
he  was  greatly  interested,  and  all  through  his  years  of  feeble  health 
he  kept  exact  tables  of  barometrical  and  thermometrical  changes,  of 
the  fall  of  rain  and  direction  and  force  of  the  winds  at  fixed  times 
of  day  and  night.  And  his  thesis  on  '^  Atmospheric  Dryness  as  a 
Cause  of  Summer-cold,"  shows  that  his  observations  were  not  made 
in  vain.  Year  after  year  he  furnished  to  the  Montgomery  County 
Medical  Society  its  valuable  meteorological  record.  This  year  again 
the  record  is  in  his  own  handwriting  until  the  day  before  his  death, 
-which  occurred  May  23d.  It  is  sad  to  know  that  his  last  record  on 
earth  has  been  made,  that  the  bright  anticipations  of  his  future 
usefulness  have  been  forever  darkened,  but  pleasant  to  all  his  friends 
to  feel  that  not  one  act  of  his  life  would  we  wish  to  blot  from  our 
memory.  H. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HIRAM  CORSON. 
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President. — Dr.  Edwin  C.  Lebdom. 

Vice-President. — Dr. . 
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Treasurer. — Dr.  J.  0.  Enibb. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


During  tho  past  year  there  has  been  an  epidemic  of  smallpox,  and 
a  few  sporadic  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  have  also  occurred. 
Both  diseases  did  not  extend  much  bej'ond  the  borders  of  Easton 
and  its  vicinity.  Scarlatina  and  rubeola  were  less  prevalent  than 
in  the  previous  year.  Soon  after  the  commencement  of  smallpox, 
the  town  council  of  Easton  ^acted  an  ordinance  that  all  the 
school-children  of  the  borough  be  vaccinated,  which  was  followed 
by  an  extension  of  the  ordinance  to  apply  to  all  persons  in  the 
town. 

For  the  material^for  the  following  report  of  smallpox  cases,  we 
tender  our  thanks  to  Chief  Burgess  Swift.  There  were  113  cases 
of  varioloid  and  smallpox  reported,  of  which  number  17  died,  66 
cases  were  vaccinated,  16  never  vaccinated,  18  imperfectly  so,  and 
of  14  we  have  no  report.  In  the  smallpox  cases,  18  were  confluent 
in  form,  5  very  severe,  23  severe,  and  6  mild.  In  the  varioloid  cases, 
2  were  very  severe,  22  severe,  33  mild,  and  4  very  mild.  Thus  there 
were  52  cases  of  smallpox  and  61  of  varioloid.  Two-thirds  of  the 
number  of  deaths  were  of  males.  In  the  death-eases  by  smallpox, 
8  were  of  the  confluent  form,  2  of  very  severe,  6  of  severe,  and  1 
only  by  severe  varioloid.  Two-thirds  of  the  number  attacked  were 
males.  In  regard  to  age,  24  were  below  ten  years  of  age,  2T  between 
ten  and  twenty  years,  21  between  twenty  and  thirty  years,  20  from 
between  thirty  and  fifty  years,  and  11  between  fifty  and  seventy 
years.  In  6  the  age  was  not  ascertained.  Only  one  negro  was 
attacked*  with  smallpox. 

Twelve  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  were  reported :  1  by  Dr. 
Bachman,  3  by  Dr.  Laubach,  1  by  Dr.  Samuel  Sandt,  and  1  by  Dr. 
Ott.  The  following  is  an  analysis  from  the  reports  of  the  above 
cases.  They  generally  commenced  with  a  chill,  followed  by  fever, 
headache,  with  muscular  pains,  nausea,  and  vomiting.  The  head- 
ache in  all  cases  was  quite  severe,  and  in  one  case  there  ensued 
coexisting  pain  in  the  ring-finger.  Pain  in  the  spine  and  soreness 
of  the  extremities  were  prominent.    Delirium  was  marked,  not 
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violent,  and  with  slight  stupidity.  In  cases  of  death,  deliritlin  was 
followed  by  coma  and  sometimes  conyulsions.  The  pupils,  in  the 
miijority  of  cases,  were  contracted,  afterwards  dilated ;  in  a  few 
cases,  towards  the  end  of  the  disease,  there  were  at  times  marked 
dilatation  and  contraction.  Photophobia  was  present  in  nearly  all 
cases ;  vision  was  not  notably  impaired ;  in  a  few,  double  vision 
ezisted  for  a  time,  and  in  one  case  at  the  commencement  of  the 
disease,  the  distance  of  objects  seemed  to  the  patient  abnormally 
exaggerated.  Taste  in  one  case  seemed  impaired,  but  returned 
daring  the  course  of  the  disease.  Hearing  in  three  cases  was  rapidly 
impaired  and  lost,  but  slowly  improved  during  convalescence.  Some 
contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck  was  usual,  and  in  a  few  cases 
there  was  marked  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  back.  The  pulse 
generally  ranged  from  90  to  130  per  minute ;  was  weak  and  some- 
times irregular.  In  one  case,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  disease, 
the  number  of  beats  per  minute  was  only  fifty,  but  ran  up  to  eighty 
on  assuming  the  sitting  posture  in  bed.  Prsecordial  distress,  with 
tomultuous  action  of  the  heart,  was  prominent  in  two  cases.  Respi- 
ratory movement,  as  a  rule,  was  accelerated,  reaching  in  one  fatal 
case  as  high  as  sixty,  but  was  abnormally  low  in  another  case.  The 
eruption  usually  appeared  on  the  chest  and  abdomen,  of  a  dark- 
red  color,  in  spots  the  size  of  a  small  pea.  In  one  case,  painful  red 
spots  the  size  of  an  old  copper  penny  appeared  on  the  hands,  and 
with  the  pain  gradually  disappeared.  The  temperature  in  two  cases 
rose  to  103^  E.,  and  in  one  case  the  temperature,  pulse,  and  respira- 
tion remained  stationary'  until  within  seventy-two  hours  preceding 
death.  The  bowels  were  generally  constipated.  The  examination 
of  the  urine  in  one  case  showed  albumen,  urates,  and  a  few  blood- 
corpuscles.  Five  of  the  twelve  cases  died.  The  6ases  of  recovery 
lasted  from  two  to  six  weeks.  Gases  of  death  terminated  in  from 
eight  hours  to  nine  weeks.  In  the  five  cases  of  death,  four  died  in 
convulsions,  and  one  by  dyspnoea.  In  the  death-cases,  three  had 
petechia.  The  majority  of  cases  attacked  were  males  between 
eight  and  twenty  years  of  age.  Two  cases,  with  hardly  any  deli- 
rium and  no  petechia,  became  greatly  emaciated,  but  recovered 
under  the  use  of  tonics.  The  treatment  was  brandy,  ammonia, 
quinine,  moderate  doses  of  opium,  and  blisters. 

Dr.  Qruver  reports  the  following  case:  A  woman,  aged  thirty- 
three  years,  married,  with  no  children,  no  hereditary  taint,  a  native 
of  U.  S.,  health  in  the  past  good ;  was  attacked  with  hemorrhage  of 
the  lungs,  no  phthisis  existing.  -The  hemorrhage  was  checked  at 
the  time  with  the  ordinary  remedies,  but  unaccountably  returned 
at  frequent  intervals.    Fu^her  examination  showed  complete  oc- 
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elusion  of  the  vagina,  whieh  had  existed  over  a  year  at  least,  as 
the  husband  stated  that  coitus  had  been  impossible  for  about  that 
time.  No  cause  can  be  assigned,  the  past  existence  of  vaginitis 
being  denied,  although  supposed  to  have  existed.  An  effort  to 
break  up  the  adhesions  with  the  finger  and  blunt  instruments 
occasioned  much  pain,  and  failed.  Anaesthetics,  being  contralndi- 
cated,  were  not  used.  The  treatment  was  supporting,  and  the 
patient  died  six  months  afterward. 

Dr.  De  Long  reports  a  case  of  onanism  bordering  on  acute  mania, 
convalescing  under  chloral  and  bromide  of  potassium. 

Dr.  Meixsell  reports  the  following  case : — 

Mrs.  A.  B.,  aged  twenty-six,  married :  in  former  years  suffered 
from  scrofulous  abscesses,  the  exhaustive  drain  of  which  caused 
irregular  menstruation.  Three  months  after  marriage,  the  abscesses 
finally  closed,  when  conception  coincidentally  occurred.  In  the 
second  month  of  conception  there  was  noticed  in  the  pinna  and 
lobe  of  the  left  ear,  a  slight  numbness  and  sense  of  formication ; 
this  was  followed  progressively  by  the  same  state  of  affairs  in  the 
left  hand  and  foot,  with  gradual  involvement  of  the  left  side  of  the 
body,  till  about  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy, 
when  there  was  almost  complete  hemiplegia,  the  muscles  of  the 
tongue  and  eyeball  participating.  Walking  could  only  be  effected 
by  strong  support  on  the  paralyzed  side.  Sensation  was  so  far 
abolished  in  the  arm  that  the  patient  would  occasionally  be  uncon- 
scious of  support  until  the  attendant  called  her  attention  to  it. 
The  original  mental  activity,  being  considerable,  was  diminished 
materially.  Sleeplessness,  and  great  restlessness  of  body  during 
sleep,  became  more  and  more  marked  on  the  approach  of  con- 
finement, requiring  large  doses  of  chloral  at  night.  Labor  at 
length  ensued  in  a  strictly  normal  manner,  save  that  neither  the 
dilating  nor  expulsive  pains  were  felt  on  the  left  side  of  the  me- 
dian line.  The  presentation  of  the  child  was  occipital  in  the  first 
position.  For  the  first  two  days  after  confinement,  the  patient  was 
in  an  extremely  comfortable  condition.  The  mind  was  more  active ; 
but,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day,  coincident  with  the  onset  of 
milk  fever,  coma  set  in,  preceded  by  Arontal  pain.  An  attack  of 
two  weeks'  duration  ensued,  closely  simulating  puerperal  peritoni- 
tis, with  moderate  tympanites,  typhoid  tongue;  pulse  112,  but  no 
great  heat  of  skin;  milk  and  lochia  abundant.  The  treatment  was 
principally  opiates,  which  were  well  borne.  In  a  consultation  by 
letter,  mild  puerperal  mania  was  diagnosticated.  The  recovery 
from  this  attack  was  gradual,  but  the  paralysis  was  as  marked  as 
before  delivery,  the  sphincters  being,  as  previously,  continually 
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relaxed.  At  the  end  of  the  fifth  week  after  the  accouchement,  the 
extract  of  nox  vomica  was  used  with  good  effect.  Appetite  in- 
creasing, and  sensation  and  motion  in  the  paralyzed  limbs  improv- 
ing. The  menses  appeared  at  the  eighth  week  in  moderate  quantity ; 
their  premonitions  being  for  several  days  agonizing  occipital  pain, 
with  a  large  amount  of  spasmodic  twitching  in  the  paralyzed  limbs. 
For  this  condition  chloral,  cannabis  indica,  and  the  bromides  were 
used  largely  without  any  effect.  Doses  of  a  fourth  of  a  grain  of 
morphia  finally  brought  on  comatose  sleep,  continuing  thirty-six 
hours.  The  extreme  pain  continued  to  be  the  most  annoying  symp- 
tom, the  paralysis  only  interfering  with  active  employment.  Lupu- 
lin,  belladonna,  quinine,  arsenic,  and  other  remedies  failed.  On  con- 
sultation it  was  decided  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  uterus, 
as  to  the  existence  of  any  local  lesion  being  the  cause  of  reflected 
action.  The  os  uteri  was  found  somewhat  patulous  and  congested, 
the  cervix  normal  in  color  and  thickness ;  the  uterine  cavity  two 
and  a  half  inches,  with  no  great  tenderness  on  passing  the  sound 
until  the  probable  opening  of  the  left  Fallopian  tube  was  touched. 
During  the  week  following  the  examination,  th^  pain  in  the  head 
increased  with  more  evident  involuntary  movements  of  the  limbs. 
Application  of  fused  nitrate  of  silver  was  made  to  the  uterine 
cavity;  weekly  repetitions  of  this  application  in  the  course  of  a 
month  or  so  resulted  in  the  total  relief  from  the  pain  in  the  head, 
and  marked  increase  of  mental  and  bodily  activity,  walking  being 
rendered  comparatively  easy  by  slight  aid. 

The  following  case,  occurring  in  the  practice  of  a  neighboring 
physician,  was  reported  as  showing  that  during  pregnancy  the 
innocent  application  of  caustics  and  the  use  of  the  sound  did  not 
induce  abortion.  Mrs.  A.  V.,  aet.  twenty-five,  suffered  from  extreme 
prolapsus  with  granular  inflammation  of  the  os  and  cervical  lip. 
The  first  examination  was  made  in  September,  1871.  At  the  second 
examination  in  October,  acid  nitrate  of  mercury  was  applied ;  and 
at  the  third  examination  the  uterine  sound  was  passed  five  and  a 
quarter  inches.  Normal  confinement  took  place  in  April  of  the 
succeeding  year. 

During  the  year  miscroscopic  sections  of  cancerous  tumors,  and 
exhibition  of  the  various  spectra  of  blood,  were  brought  before  the 
society's  meetings. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ISAAC  OTT, 
Committee  on  Report, 
VOL.  IX.  12 
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The  carefal  and  extended  meteorological  observations  now  made 
by  means  of  the  telegraph  ill  various  portions  of  the  world,  should 
increase  our  knowledge  of  the  causes  of  disease,  more  especially  of 
those  fearful  epidemics  which  destroy  so  many  of  the  human  race. 
Even  by  the  study  of  the  simple  agents,  as,  for  instance,  heat,  cold, 
the  winds,  etc.,  much  is  learned  of  their  influence  for  good  or  evil 
on  mankind.  This  is  no  fancy  sketch,  for  already  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  winds  shows  what  an  important  part  they 
play  in  a  medical  point  of  view,  in  controlling  humidity  and  cool- 
ing an  intensely  heated  atmosphere,  at  other  times  in  dissipating 
miasma,  by  carrying  it  to  the  upper  regions,  so  that  man  is  not 
affected  by  it.  Numerous  observations  by  careful  physicians 
prove  that  the  east  wind  induces  biliary  derangement,  with  de- 
pression of  spirits,  while  all  have  felt  the  bracing  influence  of  a 
northwest  wind ;  and  again,  the  south  or  southwest  wind  induces 
languor  of  both  body  and  mind.  The  barometric  indications  should 
be  carefully  noted,  for  the  indications  of  increased  or  diminished 
atmospheric  pressure  cause  diseases  of  the  brain,  heart,  or  lungs ; 
for  in  the  first  it  produces  fatal  apoplexy,  in  the  second,  capillary 
engorgement,  and  severe  hemorrhage  by  exudation,  which  can  all 
be  avoided  by  preventing  the  patient  from  taking  protracted  or 
severe  exercise.  Hygrometric  observations  proper,  or  the  study 
of  the  wet  and  dry  bulb  thermometer,  show  the  moisture  or  dryness 
of  the  air,  its  effects  upon  croup,  diphtheria,  and  the  great  altera- 
tions in  size  which  epithelial  and  ligneous  structures  undergo  by 
the  addition  or  subtraction  of  it.  Intense  heat,  either  from  the 
sun's  rays  or  from  a  heated  room,  produces  heat-apoplexy,  or  ther- 
mic fever,  frequently  followed  by  local  congestion  of  the  lungs  or 
brain,  and  may  even  terminate  in  sudden  death.  Intense  cold 
causes  paleness  of  the  surface,  with  fainting,  also  coagulation  of 
the  fluids  of  the  body  in  the  extremities,  and  death.  Still  more 
fearful  and  fatal  results  are  known  to  follow  the  combination  of 
cold  and  moisture  on  large  numbers  of  individuals,  even  when  the 
thermometer  does  not  fall  much  below  the  freezing  point. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


168  REPORT   OF   THB 

Electricity,  in  the  form  of  lightning,  is  a  cause  of  disease  and 
death,  and  it  is  believed  by  good  and  careful  observers,  that  a 
number  of  diseases  are  produced,  either  by  the  sudden  abstraction 
or  slow  subduction  of  electricity  from  the  body.  In  this  con- 
nection, we  take  pleasure  in  referring  to  the  valuable  results  ob- 
tained by  Dr.  Wislizenus,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  who  made  six 
regular  daily  observations  of  the  atmospheric  electricity  for  ten 
years.  (See  abstract  of  report  of  Chief  Signal  Officer,  U.  S.  War 
Department.) 

By  examining  the  clouds  as  originally  classified  into  cumulus, 
cirrus,  etc.,  in  conjunction  with  the  us9  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  the 
barometer,  valuable  information  may  be  obtained  by  the  physician 
as  to  whether  he  should  allow  a  patient  to  pass  into  the  open  air 
for  exercise,  recreation,  or  travel. 

Of  the  meteorology  of  our  city,  and  the  prevailing  diseases,  we 
shall  give  our  private  records  for  the  year,  and  then  refer  to  the 
valuable  tables,  in  Appendix,  prepared  by  Prof.  Eirkpatrick,  who 
for  a  number  of  years  has  most  kindly  furnished  the  various  com- 
mittees of  our  medical  societies.  He  has  also  given  a  table  for 
twenty  years.  We  shall  also  refer  briefly  to  the  carefully  prepared 
mortuary  table  of  Mr.  G.  Chambers,  of  the  Health  Office,  for  the 
year  1871. 

During  the  months  of  January  and  February,  1871,  the  weather 
was  cold,  and  there  was  more  snow  within  the  city  limits  than  has 
fallen  for  several  years.  The  prevailing  diseases  of  these  two 
months  were  affections  of  the  nasal  and  bronchial  mucous  mem- 
branes, and  pneumonia.  Persons  with  phthisis  suffered  much,  and 
many  old  persons  died. 

Disease  of  the  brain  iand  nervous  system  would  seem  to  be  much 
on  the  increase,  even  among  young  men.  The  causes  are  the 
almost  universal  use  of  stimulants,  and  perhaps  the  use  of  street 
cars  instead  of  walking. 

March,  The  9th  of  March  was  so  warm  and  oppressive  as  to 
cause  a  number  of  persons  to  suffer  from  fever  and  nervous  exhaus- 
tion, with  nausea.  The  thermometer  was  90°  on  the  8th,  78°  on 
the  9th,  and  65°  on  the  10th,  followed  by  a  heavy  rain  and  wind 
storm.  St.  Patrick's  day  (17th)  was  warm;  wind  southwest;  at 
11  A.M.  70°  in  the  shade.     On  26th  rain  and  snow. 

April  The  first  of  April  came  in  with  rain  from  the  northwest. 
On  the  2d  it  was  dry,  and  temperature  48°  ;  the  8th,  half  past  12- 
o'clock,  east  exposure,  temperature  80°  in  the  shade;  on  Chestnut 
Street,  86°.  Numerous  cases  of  influenza  occcurred,  ushered  in  by 
chills,  also  sudden  attacks  of  hemorrhage  from  the  nostrils,  throat, 
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and  lungs.  April  9th,  12  M.,  temp.  83^  in  the  shade.  The  first 
thunder  shower,  April  20th.  This  disturbance  of  the  electrical 
state  of  the  atmosphere  was  followed  by  a  cooling  influence.  Temp., 
22d,  23d,  52°  and  62°,  wind  northeast. 

May.  The  early  days  of  the  month  of  May  were  cool,  air  raw, 
very  steady  rain,  wind  northeast.  Numerous  cases  of  catarrh, 
pneumonia,  rheumatism,  and  a  few  cases  of  relapsing  fever.  As 
the  month  advanced  it  became  waim,  even  hot.  May  14th,  sudden 
cold,  dropping  of  the  leaves  from  ftost.  May  16th,  temp.  80°,  very 
hot  and  oppressive,  some  cases  of  apoplexy;  6  P.M.  thunder 
showers ;  weather  steadily  growing  warmer  since  the  18th,  when 
the  maximum  temperature  was  66°. 

June,  1st,  cloudy ;  wind  northeast  and  cooL  On  the  3d  and 
4th,  warm  and  even  hot,  at  12  M.  and  3  P.M.  89°,  being  about  the 
highest  of  this  month.  Considerable  number  of  cases  of  typhoid 
and  malarious  fever,  also  measles. 

July,  Numerous  wind  storms,  with  rain,  thunder,  and  lightning. 
(Measles  still  prevailed  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  our  city.) 
July  30th.  First  case  of  varioloid  seen  by  the  writer  in  a  girl  aged 
eleven  years,  back  of  1243  Fulton  Street.  This  girl  had  a  poor 
mark  upon  her  arm.  The  attack  was  severe,  although  she  is  but 
slightly  marked.  Her  case  was  promptly  reported  to  the  Board  of 
Health,  and  her  grandmother,  aged  fifty-six  years,  who  had  been  a 
domestic  in  the  writer's  famil^and  was  perfectly  reliable,  informed 
him  that  her  granddaughter  had  been  vaccinated  and  the  grand- 
mother inoculated  in  Ireland,  and  showed  the  writer  the  marks ; 
but  after  sleeping  with  and  nursing  the  child,  took  the  disease  and 
had  variola  in  a  very  mild  form,  but  perfectly  distinct  in  its  appear- 
ance and  progress.  No  other  case  followed  in  that  vicinity  so  far 
as  I  am  aware  of.  The  woman  mentioned  had  been  to  New  York, 
and  it  was  there  she  must  have  contracted  the  disease. 

August.  Smallpox  cases  in  various  portions  of  the  city;  more 
numerous  in  Eighth  Ward,  Sansom  Street  between  Seventeenth  and 
Eighteenth,  also  in  the  upper  portions  of  the  city.  Very  few  cases 
of  cholera  infantum.  Two  or  three  days  very  dry  and  hot,  the 
majority  pleasant ;  16th,  maximum  temperature  90^° ;  several  cases 
of  heat-apoplexy;  thunder  storms.  August  24th,  1.61  inches  of 
rain  fell ;  there  was  one  heavy  fall  of  an  hour's  duration  from  three 
to  four  A.M. 

September.  The  month  of  September  was  clear  and  cool.  TOuring 
the  whole  month  there  had  been  evidences  of  an  epidemic  of  small- 
pox, but  confined  above  Vine  Street.  • 

There  was  also  a  great  prevalence  of  malarious  fevers,  intermit- 
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tent,  remittent,  and  typho-malariaL  The  demand  for  sulphate  of 
quinine  had  so  Increased  that  it  advanced  from  $2  50  per  ounce  to 
$4  00. 

October.  The  average  temperature  of  this  month  was  57®.  .  .  . 
From  the  records  of  the  Howard  Hospital,  situated  in  the  south- 
western portion  of  the  city,  the  number  of  cases  of  intermittent 
fever  were  more  numerous  during  September  and  October  of  this 
year  than  fox  any  two  months  since  1866.  The  smallpox  has  been 
conveyed  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  portions  of  the  city  during 
this  month,  no  doubt  by  persons  visiting,  and  by  contact  in  the 
passenger  railway  cars.  The  Twentieth  Ward  was  the  portion  of 
the  city  most  affected. 

November.  In  the  month  of  November  the  weather  was  almost 
like  Indian  summer. 

December  was  a  very  cold  month  up  to  the  25th ;  the  22d  was  the 
coldest  day  of  the  year.  At  seven  o'clock  A.M.  the  thermometer 
hanging  on  the  northern  wall  of  the  Merchant's  Exchange  marked 
a  temperature  of  5J°,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  9^°.  Several  persons 
were  frozen,  and  workmen  on  exposed  situations  became  sick  and 
unable  to  perform  any  labor. 

An  extra  mortuary  table  was  kindly  furnished  by  Mr.  Chambers, 
the  efficient  and  polite  Registrar  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  con- 
taining a  list  of  the  diseases  and  the  mortality  of  each  month,  where 
by  comparing  the  prevailing  diseases  with  the  deaths,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  death-list  confirms  our  records. 

In  January  and  February  the  diseases  of  the  nasal,  tracheal,  and 
bronchial  mucous  membranes  with  inflammation  and  congestion  of 
the  lungs  sum  up  477  deaths,  and  for  the  whole  year  1873;  while 
phthisis  alone  numbers  during  these  months  379,  and  for  the  whole 
year  2237,  or  71  deaths  less  than  in  the  year  1870.  This  was  no 
doubt  owing  to  the  dryness  of  the  atmosphere  in  the  subsequent 
months.  The  number  of  persons  who  died  between  the  ages  of  50 
and  80  was  450  ;  between  80  and  100,  95 ;  and  between  100  and  110, 
2.  There  were  224  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  brain  and  nervous 
system,  including  apoplexy,  congestion,  effusion,  inflammation, 
softening,  and  paralysis ;  and  for  the  whole  year  there  were  2321, 
or  l^y^ths  of  the  whole  number. 

In  March  and  April  the  number  of  deaths  from  phthisis  was  466, 
an  increase  of  87  over  1870.  Of  diseases  of  the  heart  104,  an  in- 
crease of  one.  In  March  there  were  31  deaths  from  inflammation 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  but  in  April  only  16  ;  while  in  March 
there  were  99  deaths  from  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  in  April 
there  were  only  78,  a  reduction  of  21  cases  during  the  dry  and  mild 
weather. 
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The  whole  number  of  deaths  from  relapsing  fever  was  only  7, 
while  in  1810  there  were  155.  This  was  evidently  owing  in  part  to 
the  experience  and  the  knowledge  of  the  disease ;  and  to  the  Board 
of  Health  removing  the  cases  to  the  Municipal  Hospital  and  cleans- 
ing the  ^premises. 

In  June  the  number  of  deaths  from  cholera  infantum  was  129, 
and  in  July  369,  while  the  number  for  the  year  was  829,  including 
diarrhoea.  In  June  there  were  21  and  July  42  cases  of  cholera 
morbus ;  whole  number  174. 

In  July  and  August  there  were  18  deaths  from  measles,  and  5 
cases  of  death  from  smallpox  in  July,  and  1()  in  August. 

In  September  and  October  there  were  69  deaths  from  intermittent, 
remittent,  and  typhoid  fevers,  while  in  November  and  December 
there  were  60  deaths  from  typhoid  and  one  from  remittent.  Whole 
number  of  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  3,  a  decrease  from  previous 
year  of  96. 

Smallpox. — We  shall  now  pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  epi- 
demic of  smallpox. 

The  year  1871  presented  the  rare  peculiarity  of  a  wide-spread 
epidemic  of  smallpox,  including  in  its  alarming  ravages  India  and 
Persia,  and  the  less  remote  regions  of  refined,  cultivated  portions 
of  Europe.  Even  sanitary  Germany  did  not  escape,  while  England 
and  our  own  country  have  felt  the  sad  consequences  of  neglecting 
vaccination  and  revaccination.  There  was  also  a  special  cause  for 
this  epidemic  in  the  dreadful  destruction  and  death  following  in  the 
train  of  the  war  of  the  vast  armies  of  France  and  Germany. 

The  following  cities  have  suffered  most  severely,  namely,  Paris,* 
The  Hague,"  London,'  Dublin,  Philadelphia,*  and  New  York.* 

The  monthly  return  in  each  ward  shows  that  the  epidemic  com- 
menced in  our  city  in  August  and  increased  rapidly  until  De- 
cember ;  that  the  largest  number  of  cases  was  in  the  20th  ward ; 
while  the  8th  had  reported  21  in  August,  the  20th  had  not  one, 
but  in  September  the  20th  started  with  22,  and  in  October  had 
551,  November,  371,  and  December,  207. 

In  the  Health  OflSce  Table  will  be  seen  the  number  of  cases  and 
deaths,  with  the  rate  of  deaths  to  cases  in  each  ward,  and  while  ex- 
amining this  table  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  as  a  general  rule, 
only  the  severe  cases  of  smallpox  were  reported  to  the  Board  of 
Health.    These  were  some  15,000,  while  it  was  estimated  by  the 

1  D«aths  in  one  week  454. 

2  Mortality  first  quarter  of  1871,  48  in  the  1000. 
8  Registered  during  1871,  7*76  deaths. 

*  One  single  week  fatal  cases  288. 
s  2085  cases  and  805  deaths. 
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health  officer  that  with  the  slight  cases  not  reported  some  25,000 
persons  have  suffered  with  this  disease,  the  mild  or  modified  forms 
not  always  being  reported,  which  would  go  to  change  the  ratio  of 
cases  to  deaths  which  is  reported  by  Mr.  Chambers  as  1  to  4.3. 
This  is  a  heavy  mortality  compared  with  the  London  Bbspitals.  \ 

Up  to  July  22,  according  to  Dr.  Alex.  Collie,*  the  mortality  in  ; 

the  different  hospitals  has  been  as  follows:  Hampstead,  19.1  per  j 

cent. ;  Stockwell,  1T.6  ;  Homerton,  IT.l ;  Gladstone  Smallpox  Hos-  j 

pital,  IT.l ;  Stockwell  Fever  Hospital,  15.5 ;  Homerton  ditto,  14.6. 
The  treatment  in  the  London  Hospitals  is  summed  up  by  the  same  ', 

authority  in  a  few  words.    Air,  cleanliness,  feeding,  stimulants  in  ] 

moderation,  sedatives,  and  tonics  we  believe  to  be  the  best  treatment 
for  smallpox.  This  is  the  same  which  we  have  carried  out  ever  since  i 

1862,  and  is  called  by  its  author.  Dr.  A.  Nebinger,  of  this  city,  his  \ 

compensative  nutritive  treatment.  He  has  not  seen  and  does  not 
comprehend  it  as  an  inflammatory  affection,  but  as  a  suppurative 
tissue-destroying,  blood-exhausting,  blood-defibrinizing  malady,  re- 
quiring the  introduction  of  nourishment  in  large  quantities.  '^  My 
practice,"  he  states,  "  has  been  during  the  initiatory  or  febrile  and 
papular  stages  of  the  disease  to  prescribe  an  antiphlogistic  medi- 
cinal and  dietetic  treatment ;  but  to  abandon  this  form  of  treat- 
ment as  soon  as  the  papules  begin  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
vesicular  form."  His  statistics  exhibit  a  mortality  of  4  in  T9  cases, 
or  1  in  19.75. 

Table  No.  3  will  show  the  number  of  deaths  Ifrom  smallpox,  from 
1807  to  1871  inclusive,  the  average  population  of  each  year,  and  the 
number  of  aeaths  to  every  1000  persons  then  living. 

No.  4  is  an  abstract  of  the  Report,  with  most  of  the  valuable 
tables,  of  Wm.  M.  Welch,  M.  D.,  one  of  your  Committee  and  the 
Physician  in  charge  of  the  Municipal  or  Smallpox  Hospital  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

Treatment  of  Smallpox  in  France. — In  France,  if  the  disease  is 
benign,  they  simply  order  refreshing  drinks,  acidulated  ptisans, 
lemonade,  etc.,  togetiher  with  the  usual  precautions  of  warmth, 
good  ventilation,  etc.  Trousseau,  especially,  prescribed  scarcely 
anything  more  than  ptisans  acidulated  with  sulphuric  acid.  During 
the  recent  epidemic  in  Paris  (1869-1870)  a  trial  was  made  of  carbolic 
acid  internally  and  externally,  with  good  results.  A  recent  writer 
adds,  ^'  the  patient  should  not  be  subjected  to  an  absolute  diet,  but 
receive  light  nourishment  (beef  broth,  arrowroot,  soups,  etc)." 
To  prevent  pitting,  the  French  darken  the  room  and  apply  a  coat- 
ing of  cocoa  butter  to  the  face.    They^  also  cauterize  the  pus- 

>  London  Lancot,  Sept.  80, 1871. 
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tules  of  the  eye  with  nitrate  of  silver.  This  is  the  treatment  of 
Sydenham ;  it  is  called  the  cooling  treatment,  but  we  have  seen 
this  carried  to  the  patient's  injury  and  even  death.  According  to 
M.  Henri  Huckard  during  the  recent  epidemic  in  Paris  (with  this 
treatment)  only  three  cases  of  confluent  variola  recovered.  This 
mortality  he  observes,  though  enormous,  ought  not  to  surprise  us, 
for  in  this  severe  form  of  the  variolous  disease,  which  presents  the 
most  marked  morbid  complexion,  we  find  associated  all  the  causes 
of  death.  He  describes  two  forms  of  hemorrhagic  variola ;  one — 
the  primary — which  is  always  fatal,  as  the  blood  from  the  outset  is 
completely  changed  by  the  virus.  The  second — secondary  hemor- 
rhagic variola — is  serious,  but  may  be  recovered  from ;  in  this  form, 
hemorrhage  is  symptomatic  of  a  secondary  change  in  the  blood. 
Mr.  John  Aikman  states  that  in  the  hemorrhagic  form  of  smallpox 
he  has  obtained  the  most  beneficial  results  from  the  administration 
of  two  tablespoonfuls  of  the  following  mixture  every  three  hours : 
B.  Liquoris  strychnise,  tinct.  ferri.  muriat.,  aa  f5j;  liq.  quassise, 
ad  f^viij.  We  tried  this  treatment,  employing  -^^  grain  dose  of 
the  strychnia  in  a  severe  form  of  primary  hemorrhagic  variola,  but 
the  patient  died.  In  a  secondary  hemorrhagic  case,  we  employed 
gallic  acid  in  five  grain  doses  every  two  hours,  with  good  results. 
The  bleeding  was  from  the  bladder ;  and  the  patient  recovered. 
We  lost  a  confluent  case  of  variola  on  the  11th  day  from  laryngo- 
bronchial  inflammation.  Another  recovered,  but  had  entire  loss 
of  voice  for  ten  days.  This  patient  was  examined  with  the  laryngo- 
scope, and  we  found  the  pustules  upon  the  epiglottis  and  vocal 
cords  with  paralysis  of  the  arytenoid  muscle.  The  case  was  seen 
by  Dr.  J.  S,  Cohen,  and  we  used  with  advantage  the  following  in- 
halation: B.  Tincturae  iodinii,  acid,  carbolic,  aa  f5 j ;  glycerinae 
puree,  £3j.  M.  S.  A  teaspoonful  of  this  mixture  on  warm  water  in 
an  inhaler  with  the  internal  use  of  quiniae  sulph.  gr.  yj  three  times 
a  da}'. 

How  are  we  to  prepare  our  convalesceni  smallpox  patients  to  go 
into  society  f 

First,  all  the  scabs  must  be  gotten  rid  of,  as  the  heat  of  a  fire  or 
the  sun  wiU  volatilize  them  and  cause  the  disease  in  others.  Fric- 
tion of  the  patient's'clothing,  or  coming  in  contact  with  others,  will 
cause  the  scales  to  float  like  dust  in  the  atmosphere,  and  in  this 
form  be  received  into  the  system.  A  most  fatal  instance  of  the  first 
form  or  mode  of  propagation,  in  which  five  persons  in  one  family 
took  the  disease,  came  under  the  notice  of  your  committee.  Hav- 
^ing  removed  all  the  scabs  by  one  or  two  warm  baths,  with  frictions, 
another  should  be  taken  containing  a  suflScient  quantity  of  com- 
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mon  salt  to  act  as  a  disinfectant  or  tonic  to  the  skin,  and  every 
article  which  the  patient  has  worn  must  be  subjected  to  dry  heat, 
or  boiled  for  fully  half  an  hour.  No  child  should  be  allowed  to  go 
into  our  public,  Sunday  or  private  schools,  from  an  infected  house, 
until  the  premises,  water-closets,  etc.,  have  been  purified.  At  least 
one  month  should  elapse  after  a  case  of  smallpox  has  been  declared 
convalescent  before  such  permission  is  given,  and  a  certificate 
from  the  doctor  in  attendance  should  be  sent  with  the  child.  For 
the  want  of  this  amount  of  care,  numerous  little  children  have  been 
the  means  of  propagating  the  disease. 

Of  the  second  class  of  agents,  heat  is  the  most  important  and 
the  most  valuable.  Dry  heat  of  250°F.  will  destroy  the  virus  of 
smallpox  in  any  material,  and  some  have  stated  that  a  less  degree 
will  do  this.  Clothing,  when  subjected  to  the  boiling  point  (212°) 
for  half  an  hour,  is  entirely  freed  from  the  contagious  matter  of 
smallpox.  Sulphur  fumigation,  so  dense  that  no  animal  or  man 
could  live  in  it,  is  to  be  employed  in  infected  houses,  and  even  this 
is  not  considered  certain  by  some  good  authorities.  For  the  rooms, 
utensils,  and  water-closets,  sulphate  of  iron  or  copperas,  chloralum, 
or  a  solution  (Burnett's)  of  chloride  of  zinc,  are  the  most  valuable 
in  absorbing  the  offensive  products  of  decomposition,  and  in  so 
doing  they  deodorize  and  act  as  powerful  antiseptics,  that  is  to  say, 
arrest  putrefaction,  and  so  prevent  the  production  of  fresh  pro- 
ducts of  decomposition.  Carbolic  acid  does  not  absorb  the  pro- 
ducts of  putrefaction  which  has  already  taken  place,  but  it  arrests 
it  and  so  stops  the  further  generation  of  products  of  decomposi- 
tion. The  objection  to  it  is  that  it  is  poisonous  and  volatile,  and 
therefore  makes  a  disagreeable  odor  in  the  room.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  chlorine  or  chloride  of  lime,  which  oxidizes  the  products 
of  decomposition,  but  has  little  power  as  an  antiseptic.  The 
solution  of  the  permanganate  of  potassa  or  Condy's  fluid  has  the 
same  power  of  oxidizing,  but  less  power  as  an  antiseptic ;  still  it 
has  no  odor,  and  will  not,  therefore,  defile  the  atmosphere  of  the 
room. 

Have  we  the  means  of  arresting  the  spread  of  smallpox  ? 

The  recent  epidemic  of  smallpox  has  aroused  the  thinking 
physicians  of  all  countries  as  to  the  means  of  arresting  the  spread 
of  this  most  loathsome  of  all  diseases.  We  give  some  of  the 
means  suggested,  and  the  committee's  conclusions  on  this  import- 
ant subject.    First,  Dr.  John  Day's  method: — \ 

^^His  doctrine  is  that  the  virus  of  smallpox  is  always  associated 
with  pus  cells,  and  the  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  destroyed  is^ 
by  oxidation.    He  advises  the  use  of  peroxide  of  hydrogen  as  the 
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agent  for  rapidly  and  thoroughly  oxidizing  and  destroying  the 
Tirus  germs  given  off  from  the  bodies  of  smallpox  patients.  Per- 
oxide of  hydrogen,  which,  according  to  Schonbein,  is  composed 
of  antozone  and  water  in  a  state  of  chemical  combination,  under- 
goes a  remarkable  change  in  the  presence  of  blood,  and  by  mere 
contact  with  the  corpuscles  its  antozone  is  rapidly  transferred  into 
ozone — the  oxygen  of  combination. 

^^  The  particular  form  in  which  he  recommends  the  use  of  perox- 
ide of  hydrogen  is  that  known  as  ozonic  ether,  being  a  compound 
of  absolute  ether  and  peroxide  of  hydrogen.  It  is  highly  volatile, 
and  may  be  diffused  through  even  very  large  apartments,  such  as 
the  wards  of  hospitals,  by  means  of  a  spray  apparatus.  It  quickly 
destroys  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and  other  noxious  gases,  and, 
when  once  diffused,  is  very  persistent  in  its  action. 

^^  As  collodion,  cold  cream,  and  lard  are  occasionally  used  as  topi- 
cal applications  in  the  treatment  of  smallpox,  he  mentions  that 
ozonic  ether  can  be  mixed  with  any  of  these  substances  without 
undergoing  any  perceptible  change  in  its  chemical  properties." 

This  theory  is  not  proven  so  far  as  we  know,  and  the  agent 
could  not  be  applied  until  the  smallpox  matter  was  collected ;  the 
whole  air  of  the  patient's  chamber  would  have  to  be  changed  with 
it.  We  have  tried  the  ozonic  ether  mixed  with  collodion,  but  did 
not  notice  any  difference  between  its  effects  and  those  of  an  ordi- 
nary mixture  of  collodion  and  ether. 

During  the  prevalence  of  this  wide-spread  epidemic  of  smallpox, 
numerous  agents  were  recommended  as  capable  of  modifying  the 
disease,  while  yet  in  its  early  stage,  or  acting  as  disinfectants,  so 
as  to  counteract  the  infectious,  contagious,  or  effete  matter  gene- 
rated by  it.  Of  the  first  class  we  have  employed  in  so^pe  twenty- 
five  cases  the  hyposulphite  and  bi-sulphite  of  soda,  and  in  a  few 
cases  carbolic  acid.  The  first  of  these  seemed  to  shorten  the  early 
stage,  and  in  combination  with  liquor  ammonisB  acetatis  and 
simple  syrup  was  very  grateful  to  the  patients.  In  the  latter  stage 
of  the  disease,  no  agent  has  been  of  the  least  utility  in  our  hands. 

Dr.  Hjaltelin,  a  physician  of  Iceland,  employed  sulphur  fumiga- 
tions in  the  sick  room,  and  a  mixture  of  sulphurous  acid  in  water, 
which  was  given  internally.  ^^  He  states  that  the  results  have  been 
most  satisfactory,  and  promises  a  fuller  account."  Another  agent 
which  has  been  employed  in  all  stages  of  this  disease  is  termed 
xylol,  a  new  hydrocarbon,  specific  gravity  866^,  boiling  point 
139^0.  (Cg-Hig).  It  was  first  separated  from  coal  naphtha  by  Dr. 
Hugo  Miiller.  It  is  stated  to  have  been  used  with  "complete 
success"  by  Dr.  Zuelzer,  senior  physician  at  the  Charity  Hospital, 
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Berlin.  It  is  given  in  capsules,  in  doses  of  from  three  to  five  drops 
for  children,  and  from  ten  to  fifteen  for  adults  every  two  or  three 
hours,  or  in  a  little  wine  or  water. 

The  committee  are  fully  convinced  that  vaccination  in  child- 
hood, and  revaccination  at  intervals  of  seven  years  and  during 
every  epidemic,  has  proven  the  most  successful  means  which  can 
be  used  in  arresting  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

It  has  been  proven  that  owing  to  imperfect  vaccination,  the  use 
of  spurious  or  decomposed  virus,  or  some  other  cause,  the  protec- 
tion in  certain  individuals  is  of  very  limited  duration.  There  are 
others  who  cannot  be  vaccinated  at  one  time,  and  yet  by  persever- 
ing effort  will  ultimately  become  so.  Therefore  primary  vaccina- 
tions are  not  always  to  be  relied  upon;  and  for  full  protection, 
vaccination  and  revaccination  should  be  enforced  by  law.  All 
persons  should  be  vaccinated  at  least  twice  during  a  lifetime.  A 
watchful  study  should  also  be  made  by  the  physician,  of  the 
progress  of  the  sore,  to  see  that  it  passes  through  its  varioas 
stages,  as  papule,  vesicle,  and  pustule,  and  when  these  are  all 
complete,  that  it  presents  that  peculiar  reticulated  or  honeycombed 
appearance  which  no  other  cicatrix  presents,  except  syphilis  or 
smallpox.  (See  Abstract  of  Report  of  Public  Vaccination  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  p.  180.) 

In  answer  to  a  circular  sent  to  several  of  the  members  of  the 
society  the  following  replies  were  received. 

Has  the  epidemic  of  1871  differed  in  any  manner  from  former 
epidemics  you  have  seen  ?  The  general  answer  has  been  that  it 
was  more  violent  in  premonitory  symptoms. 

What  has  been  your  success  in  preventing  pitting?  It  has  been 
quite  satisfactory;  agents  employed,  mutton  suet  immediately 
upon  appearance  of  the  eruption;  tincture  of  iodine  has  also 
been  found  very  successful  in  the  hands  of  others.  In  two  cases, 
the  chairman  of  your  committee  found  good  results  from  the  use  of 
cocoa  butter,  and  raw  cotton  and  collodion,  applied  in  the  early- 
stage. 

In  how  many  instances  have  you  performed  the  operation  of 
vaccination?  The  answers  have  been  from  four  hundred  to  six 
thousand.  Dr.  A.  P.  Turner,  late  of  Howard  Hospital,  reports 
three  thousand;  Dr.  Leaman,  one  of  the  committee,  three  thoa- 
sand ;  Dr.  Troth  three  thousand  six  hundred ;  and  Dr.  Williams 
four  thousand  (the  last  three  were  vaccine  physicians  appointed 
by  the  city),  a  total  of  fourteen  thousand. 

Have  you  employed  bovine  virus,  and  with  what  success  ?  Dr. 
Turner  says,  successful  in  but  a  few  instances;    use  therefore 
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abandoned.  Dr.  Leaman  writes,  '^  Daring  the  excessive  demand 
ibr  virus  last  fall,  I  secured  a  quantity  of  virus  from  Dr.  Martin,  of 
Boston  ;  this  was  represented  to  be  cow  pox  or  cow  lymph.  My 
experience  with  it  has  not  been  extensive  enough  to  decide  posi- 
tively, but  I  consider  it  superior  to  what  I  have  been  heretofore 
using."  Dr.  Williams  only  used  thcp humanized  virus,  and  with 
good  results. 

Has  any  eruption  followed  your  vaccinations,  and  what  propor- 
tion has  run  its  normal  course  ?  How  many  spurious  vaccinations 
have  you  had  ?  Dr.  Turner  says  only  eczema,  occurring  in  eczema- 
tous  children ;  none  in  healthy  children. 

Dr.  Leaman  writes :  "  There  has  been  no  tendency  to  erysipelas ; 
but  one  case  to  my  knowledge  of  a  severe  character  has  occurred 
in  the  three  thousand  cases.  In  several  cases  that  have  come 
under  my  notice,  troublesome  ulcers  have  occurred ;  these  I  attri- 
bute to  bad  constitutions,  and  irritation  of  the  sleeve.  One-half 
of  the  revaccinations  have  taken  well,  forming  a  vesicle  and 
areola  from  the  sixth  to  the  ninth  day,  and  with  almost  uniform 
constitutional  disturbahce.  I  was  surprised,  not  unfrequently,  espe- 
cially in  adults,  to  find  the  revaccination  run  the  exact  course  of 
a  first  vaccination." 

How  many  cases  of  variola  have  followed  a  perfect  mark  or  a 
successful  secondary  vaccination  ?    None. 

Is  your  opinion  confirmed  or  not  as  to  the  protection  afforded  by 
vaccination?  In  all  th^  instances  except  one  was  the  answer, 
"  confirmed^'*  and  this  was  only  doubtful  in  regard  to  revaccination. 
In  no  instance  has  even  a  case  of  varioloid  following  revaccina- 
tion come  under  the  writer's  notice,  but  several  instances  of  modi- 
fied smallpox  have  followed  primary  vaccination. 

What  then  .should  the  committee  recommend  but  more  complete 
isolation  of  smallpox  cases,  and  increased  effort  to  obtain  a  law  to 
compel  vaccination  ?  Our  parent  society,  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  emanating 
from  a  committee  of  this  society,  has  been  endeavoring  for  two 
years  to  get  a  law  passed,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  letter 
from  W.  C.  Shurlock,  M.D.,  of  Darlington,  Pennsylvania : — 

"During  the  years  18Y0  and  18Y1  I  had  the  honor  of  being  a 
member  of  the  Lower  House  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature, 
from  the  26th  representative  district,  and,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
State  Medical  Society  (of  which  I  am  a  member),  I  introduced  a 
bill  for  compulsory  vaccination  during  the  session  of  1870;  it 
was  referred  to  the  General  Judiciary  Committee,  but  it  so  hap- 
pened that  a  majority  of  that  committee  were  whimsical  on  this 
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question.  They  ridiculed  the  idea,  and  I  am  informed,  that,  while 
considering  the  bill  before  the  committee,  some  of  the  members 
offered  amendments  much  more  worthy  of  the  suggestions  of  boys 
than  of  grave  legislators;  and  they  finally  alleged,  that,  for  Uie 
reason  that  so  many  people  in  their  respective  districts  were  op- 
posed to  vaccination,  they  T^ene  afraid,  if  the  bill  received  a  favora- 
ble recommendation  from  the  committee  and  passed,  that  they, 
who  were  candidates  for  re-election,  would  lose  votes  at  the  next 
election.  Hence  the  bill  came  from  that  committee  with  a  nega- 
tive recommendation^  which  had  the  effect  to  kill  it.  I  only  men- 
tion this  as  a  matter  of  record  and  fact,  and  hope  that  the  credit 
of  originally  advising  compulsory  vaccination  will  be  given  to  the 
State  Medical  Society  and  the  regular  profession  of  medicine, 
where  it  properly  belongs.    Jan.  29,  1872." 

The  Board  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  have  prepared 
on  this  subject  a  memorial  to  the  legislature. 

L.  TURNBULL,  M.D.,  Chairmatu 
H.  LEAMAN,  M.D., 
L.  D.  HARLOW,  M.D., 
W.  M.  WELCH,  M.D., 
W.  SARGENT,  M.D. 


APPENDIX. 


DuRiNO  three-fourths  of  the  year  1871,  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
was  one  of  the  most  salubrious  of  the  large  cities  of  the  United 
States. 

Deaths  from  all  oanses  1871  ezoepting  smallpox    .        .      16,114 
Deaths  from  smallpox •        1,879 

Total  deaths •      16,993 

The  ratio  of  deaths  to  the  population  was  1  in  44,  which  com- 
pares favorably  with  that  of  preceding  years.  The  principal  causes 
of  death  for  the  year  were  as  follows : — 

Consumption  of  the  lungs 2237 

Smallpox 1879 

Inflammation  of  the  lungs         • 848 

Cholera  infantum 829 

Convulsions 639 

Marasmus 557 

Inflammation  of  the  brain 401 

Typhoid  fever 813 

Scarlet  fever 262 

Croup 264 

Apoplexj 248   ' 
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Consumption  of  the  langs,  as  in  preceding  years,  stands  foremost 
among  the  canses  of  death,  the  average  number  of  deaths  per  month 
for  this  year,  from  this  disease  alone,  amounting  to  186. 

There  were  7  deaths  from  relapsing  fever,  which  prevailed  epi- 
demically in  1870. 

There  were  262  deaths  from  scarlet  fever,  a  decrease  from  last 
year  of  694,  a  less  number  than  has  been  reported  for  any  year  since 
1861,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1868. 

Typhoid  fever  prevailed  uniformly  throughout  the  year,  there 
being  but  slight  variation  in  the  reports  of  deaths  for  the  different 
months.  The  deaths  amounted  to  313,  a  decrease  of  96  from  the 
preceding  year.    Of  these  209  were  adults,  and  104  children. 

This  disease  was  most  fatal  during  the  period  of  life  between 
twenty  and  thirty  years,  nearly  one-third  of  all  the  deaths  occurring 
within  these  limits. 

There  was  also  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  typhus 
fever,  there  being  but  37  reported,  32  less  than  for  the  previous 
year. 

848  deaths  were  due  to  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  a  slight  excess 
over  the  year  1870.  According  to  the  records,  it  is  pre-eminently 
fatal  in  childhood,  more  than  one-half  of  the  deaths  occurring  among 
children  under  ten  years  of  age.  The  mortality  is  next  heaviest  in 
old  age.  January,  February,  March,  and  December  were  the  most 
fatal  months. 

Smallpox. — The  ratio  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  to  the  whole 
number  of  cases  was  1  in  4.3.  The  disease  was  most  virulent  in  the 
month  of  December,  the  ratio  of  deaths  to  the  cases  being — 

September 1  in  9.7 

October 1  in  6.7 

November 1  in  5.09 

December 1  in  3.6 

The  years  of  the  severest  epidemics  of  smallpox  are  as  follows : 

Tear.  Deaths.       Batio  to  1000  of 

population. 

1871 1879  2.78 

1824 825  2.37 

1861 758  1.34 

1808 145  1.28 

1823 160  1.16 

1852 427  1.04 

1811 117  1.04 

1834 195  1.03 

1841 259  1.00 

Since  1807  there  have  been  only  seven  years  in  which  no  death 
from  smallpox  has  been  recorded.    From  1866  to  the  present  year 
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the  mortality  from  this  cause  lias  amoanted  in  the  aggregate  to 
only  64  deaths,  an  average  of  about  13  a  year. 

During  tlic  3'ear  1227  cases  of  smallpox  have  been  treated  in  the 
Municipal  Hospital.  The  hospital  has  a  capacity  for  200  beds, 
which  number  may  be  increased,  if  an  emergency  arise,  by  fitting 
up  the  large  balconies  with  sashes.  In  the  early  part  of  November 
it  was  obvious  that  additional  accommodations  were  required.  It 
was  determined  to  erect  tents  for  this  purpose.  Accordingly,  a 
number  of  large,  double,  army  hospital  tents  were  erected,  provided 
with  floors,  stoves,  and  all  needful  conveniences.  These  were  used 
for  convalescents,  and  proved  a  success,  being  well  ventilated  and  j 

comfortable  even  in  the  severest  weather.  Several  of  the  balconies 
were  fitted  up  with  sashes  and  converted  into  large  comfortable 
wards.  These  additions  were  found  sufficient  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  patients  without  crowding,  securing  to  each  one  twelve  hun- 
dred cubic  feet  of  air.  The  greatest  number  accommodated  at  any 
one  time  was  312.  The  mortality  of  smallpox  has  been  29.42  per 
cent. 

Vaccination. — The  following  table  exhibits  the  number  of  vacci- 
nations performed  during  each  year  since  1860 : — 

1860  ....  6313  1866  ....  3556 

1861  ....  9251  1867  ....  6189 

1862  .    .    .    .  4026  1868  ....  5207 

1863  ....  4028  1869  ....  6650 

1864  ....  4809  1870  ....  7190 

1865  ....  5652 
Yacoinations  and  revaooinatioiis  in  1871  ....  30,526 

Dr.  Baldwin,  vaccine  physician  of  the  Fifth  District,  says : — 
"Since  October  1,  1871,1  have  vaccinated  over  six  thousand 
persons.  A  number  of  cases  of  varioloid  occurred  in  those  vacci- 
nated by  me,  but  always,  without  a  single  exception,  while  the 
vaccine  pustule  was  still  on  the  arm ;  none  of  them  had  a  fatal 
termination.  The  proportion  of  failures  in  such  cases,  after  the 
child  had  reached  or  passed  the  age  of  three  months,  was  not  more 
than  one  in  twenty.  Under  three  months,  the  failures  were  more 
frequent,  especially  when  the  subject  was  only  a  few  days  or  weeks 
old.  I  had  quite  as  large  a  proportion  of  failures  in  children  under 
two  weeks  old,  as  I  had  in  adults  who  had  previously  been  vacci- 
nated. My  next  best  success  was  in  very  old  persons  above  sixty 
years.  In  such  cases  the  failures  were  quite  few,  and  the  pustules 
usually  appeared  to  approach  more  nearly  the  character  of  primary 
cases  than  in  3'ouths,  or  in  adults  below  the  age  mentioned.  Very 
little  difference  was  noticed,  either  in  the  number  of  successful 
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cases  or  in  the  character  of  the  pustule,  m  subjects  ranging  from 
fifteen  to  sixty  years.  The  most  failures  occurred  in  children  from 
fiye  to  seven  years,  who  had  previously  been  vaccinated.  Those 
ranging  from  seven  to  fifteen  years,  as  a  rule,  produced  good 
pustules,  with  a  small  proportion  of  failures.  The  virus  from  which 
I  obtained  the  largest  proportion  of  successful  results  was  that  of 
one  or  two  removes  from  the  cow.  The  pustules  formed  from  the 
use  of  such  virus  were  in  some  respects  different  from  those  formed 
when  ordinary  virus  was  used.  They  were  usually  larger,  of  a 
lighter  color,  and  attended  by  a  higher  degree  of  inflammation. 
The  cicatrices  left  were  also  deeper  in  such  cases,  especially  in 
primary  vaccinations.  One  thing  has  attracted  my  attention,  and 
that  is  the  remarkably  small  and  shallow  scars  left  in  secondary 
cases,  even  when  the  pustules  were  large  and  attended  with  a  high 
d^ree  of  inflammation. 

"I  have  very  seldom  seen  a  secondary  cicatrix  having  the  charac- 
teristic punctated  depression  usually  seen  in  primary  cases.  Not- 
withstanding the  absence  of  many  of  the  phases  through  which  the 
primary  vesicle  passes,  I  am  fully  convinced,  from  what  I  have  seen 
since  the  commencement  of  the  epidemic,  that  they  are  equally  as 
protective  as  the  perfect  primary  pustule.  My  faith  in  vaccination 
has  been  so  strengthened  by  my  observations  during  the  last  five 
months,  that  I  feel  safe  in  saying  that  we  most  undoubtedly  have 
it  in  our  power  to  vaccinate  the  scourge  entirely  out  of  existence." 

Dr.  Williams,  vaccine  physician  in  the  First  District,  reports  that 
he  has  vaccinated  in  households  where  there  was  smallpox,  and  the 
persons  vaccinated  remained  free  of  the  disease. 

Drs.  Todd  and  Williams  report  vaccination  as  being  very  gene- 
rally successful  in  adults  who  had  had  smallpox  in  early  life. 

Dr.  Rihl  reports  a  family  of  seven  persons  as  having  all  been 
successfully  revaccinated,  except  the  father,  who  had  been  vacci- 
nated in  infancy.  The  latter  took  the  smallpox  and  died.  The  rest 
of  the  family,  though  constantly  exposed  to  the  infection,  all  escaped. 

The  following  is  a  table  from  Dr.  Welch's  Report  of  the  vari- 
olous diseases,  divided  into  variola  and  varioloid,  showing  the 
number  of  admissions  of  each,  together  with  the  number  of  deaths^ 
and  the  rate  of  mortality  of  each. 

No.  4. 

Percentage  of 
BiseaM.  Admitted.         Died.  Deaths. 

Variola       ......    677  353  62.14 

Varioloid 550  8  1.45 

Totals 1227  361  29.42 
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The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  white  and  black 
patients  admitted  with  variolous  disease,  the  deaths,  and  the  rate 
of  mortality  of  each : — 

Color. 

Whit6 

Black 


Admitted. 

Died. 

Per  cent,  of 
Deaths. 

1041 

297 

28.53 

186 

64 

34.4 

Totals 1227  361  29.42 

In  examining  the  vaccine  cicatrices  of  the  blacks  I  have  observed 
one  peculiarity,  which  is,  that,  instead  of  being  slightly  excavated 
and  pitted,  or  honeycombed,  they  frequently  present  a  slightly  ele- 
vated appearance,  smooth  and  glossy.  If,  however,  they  are  the 
result  of  genuine  vaccinations,  they  prove  equally  protective. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  sex  of  the  patients  admitted 
with  variolous  disease,  the  number  of  deaths,  and  the  death-rate  of 
each: — 

Per  cent,  of 
Sex.  Admitted.  Died.  Deaths. 

Male 817  233  28.51 

Female 410  128  31.21 

Totals 1227  361  29.42 

The  following  table  will  ghow  the  admissions  of  variolous  sub- 
jects between  the  ages  there  designated,  together  with  the  number 
of  deaths  and  the  rates  of  mortality : — 

Per  cent,  of 
Ages.  Admitted.       Dled.i  Deaths. 

Under  1  year 12  10  83.83 

1  to  15  years 162  60  37. 

15  to  25  years .        .        .        .        .        .599  185  30.88 

25  to  45  years 383  108  28.19 

45  years  and  upwards       .....    71  24  33.8 

Totals 1227        387  31.54 


Not  vaccinated      .... 
Vaccinated  in  infancy,  good  cicatrix 
Vaccinated  in  infancy,  fair  cicatrix 
Vaccinated  in  infancy,  poor  cicatrix 

Total  number  vaccinated    . 


Per  cent  of 
Admitted.    Died.      Deaths. 

390  254  65.12 

332  33  9.93 

166  27  16.26 

301  68  22.59 


799        128        16. 


We  may  estimate  the  number  of  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  the 
city  from  among  those  unvaccinated,  or  from  among  those  vacci- 

I  This  table  inclndes  the  deaths  that  have  occurred  this  year  from  among 
the  patients  remaining  in  the  hospital,  January  1, 1872. 
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nated  in  infancy,  showing  either  good,  fair,  or  poor  cicatrices. 
This  I  have  done,  and  I  will  present  to  you  the  following  table, 
which  I  have  made  from  these  estimated  numbers : 


Namber  of  cases  nnvaooinated  in  Philad'a 
Number  of  oases  yaccinated  in  infancj, 

showing  good  oloatrices  .... 
Namber  of  cases   vaccinated  In  infanoj, 

showing  fair  cicatrices  .... 
Number  of  cases   vaccinated  in  infanoj, 

showing  poor  cicatrices  .... 


Cases. 
2661 

2266 

1133 

2054 


Died 
1249 

162 


Per  cent,  of 
Deaths. 

46.93 


7.14 


133        11.73 


Total  namber  of  post-vaocinal  oases        5453 


335 
630 


16.3 
11.55 


One  more  table  I  desire  to  present.    It  is  one  to  show  the  day  of 
the  rash  on  which  my  variolous  patients  have  died,  to  wit : 


1 
1 

2 
4 

3 
6 

4 

12 

5 
24 

6 
34 

7 
25 

8 
22 

9 
41 

10 
41 

11 

38 

12 
25 

13 
16 

14 
12 

15 
13 

16 
4 

17 
3 

18 
2 

19 
2 

20 
2 

22 

1 

27 

1 

30 

2 

The  first  row  of  figures  shows  the  day  of  the  rash ;  the  second 
row,  the  number  of  deaths. 

From  this  table  we  learn  that  variola  is  most  fatal  on  the  ninth, 
tenth,  and  eleventh  days  of  the  eruption. 

Only  a  few  remarks  on  treatment,  and  I  have  finished. 

Fully  impressed  with  the  fact  that  there  is  no  specific  remedy  for 
smallpox,  we,  therefore,  in  its  treatment  endeavor  to  be  guided  by 
common  sense  and  general  principles. 

In  the  mild  variety  of  smallpox,  treatment  is  not  required,  for 
with  anything  like  ordinary  care  all  such  cases  will  recover. 

While  at  the  other  extreme  of  the  disease,  its  malignant  variety, 
treatment  is  of  no  avail ;  they  will  all  die  in  spite  of  any  and  every 
form  of  treatment.  The  proper  subjects  for  treatment,  then,  are 
those  that  present  themselves  between  these  two  extremes,  such  as 
well  marked  discrete,  semi-confluent,  and  confluent  variola. 

"  At  the  hospital  we  rarely  see  our  patients  before  the  initial 
fever  has  either  passed  or  well  nigh  passed.  When,  however,  an 
opportunity  occurs  for  treatment  during  the  first  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease, we  give  febrifuge  mixtures  and  cooling  drinks;  such  as  liquor 
potassse  citratis,  or  liquor  ammonise  acetatis,  combining,  with  either 
of  these,  spiritus  setheris  nitrosi,  and  a  little  simple  syrup.  As 
cooling  drinks,  ice  water  and  lemonade  are  freely  administered.    A 
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febrifuge  mixture  which  I  am  somewhat  partial  to,  when  there  is 
wakefulness  and  delirium  along  with  the  fever,  is  spiritus  ammoniss 
acetatis,  spiritus  setheris  nitrosi,  morphise  acetatis,  and  a  little  simple 
syrup,  with  the  addition,  sometimes,  of  a  Dover's  powder  at  bedtime. 
If  this  will  not  succeed  in  quieting  my  patient,  I  give  bromide  of 
potassium  or  hydrate  of  chloral.  If  vomiting  is  troublesome,  give 
subnitrate  of  bismuth,  lime-water,  or  lime-water  and  milk, 

^^  As  soon  as  the  primary  fever  is  passed,  and  the  patient  is  re- 
stored to  quiet,  abandon  all  the  febrifuge  mixtures.  And  now, 
if  the  patient  will  have  either  well  marked  discrete,  semi-confluent, 
or  confluent  variola,  institute  a  supporting  plan  of  treatment  in 
anticipation  of  the  extensive  and  exhausting  suppuration  that  will 
take  place  from  the  whole  cutaneous  surface,  which  is  one  of  the 
chief  dangers  from  the  disease,  and  demands  for  its  counteraction 
the  most  liberal  use  of  stimulants  and  nutrients,  with  quinine,  iron, 
beef  tea,  milk,  milk-punch,  and  egg-nog.  As  the  vesicular  stage 
advances,  direct  that  each  patient  shall  have  f^om  six  to  eight 
grains  of  quinine,  about  one  fluid  drachm  of  muriated  tincture  of 
iron,  one  quart  of  milk  made  into  egg-nog,  containing  six  or  eight 
eggs,  six  or  eight  ounces  of  whiskey,  which  is  often  increased  to 
eight  or  twelve  ounces,  and  one  quart  of  beef  tea.  All  this  must 
be  taken  every  twenty-four  hours. 

"  If  the  sore  throat  is  troublesome,  and  it  generally  is,  we  use  gar- 
gles of  chlorate  of  potassa,  sage  tea,  and  flaxseed  tea.  Lemonade 
is  freely  used  and  found  very  acceptable  to  the  patient. 

"  During  the  secondary  febrile  stage  I  do  not  return  to  the  febri- 
fuge mixtures,  but  continue,  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Nebinger,  the 
same  ^  compensative  nutritive  treatment.' 

'^  As  crustation  takes  place,  and  sometimes  even  before,  if  there  is 
much  burning  and  itching  of  the  skin,  we  use  olive  oil  or  linseed 
oil,  in  combination  with  lime-water  and  carbolic  acid.  This  we 
apply  freely  to  the  surface  with  a  large  camel's  hair  brush.  The 
troublesome  and  vexatious  boils  and  abscesses  that  follow  are 
treated  by  flax-seed  poultices,  and  by  the  use  of  the  lancet  when 
suppuration  has  taken  place." 
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No.  3. 

Deaths  in  each  year^from  smallpox^  from  1807  to  1871,  inclusive^ 
with  the  Average  population  of  each  year  and  deaths  to  every  1000 
persons  living. 


Yean. 

Deathf. 

Deaths  to  1000 
living  peraoni. 

Tears. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  to  1000 
llTlng  persons. 

18071 

82 

.28 

18461 

251 

.61 

1808 

145 

1.28 

1847 

9 

.02 

1809 

o 

101 

.90 

1848 

C9 

100 

.24 

1810 

c^ 

34 

.30 

1849 

CO 

152 

.37 

1811 

,  l-H 

117 

1.04 

1850 

4 

40 

.09 

1812 

1851 

216 

.52 

1813 

1* 

1852 

» 

427  * 

1.04 

1814 

Pk 

1853 

<2 

57 

.13 

1815^ 

1854 

40 

.09 

18161 

97 

.77 

1855. 

275 

.67 

1817 

52 

.30 

18561 

390 

.68 

1818 

t* 

8 

.05 

1857 

65 

.11 

1819 

§ 

1 

1858 

<=S 

7 

.01 

1820 

s" 

1859 

2 

.003 

1821 

.  OQ 

1860 

.€ 

57 

.10 

1822 

d, 

1861 

r»o 

758 

1.34 

1823 

£ 

160 

1.16 

1862 

04 

264 

.46 

1824 

325 

2.37 

1863 

& 

171 

.30 

1825 

6 

.04 

1864 

260 

.45 

18261 

3 

.01 

1865. 

524 

.92 

1827 

100 

.52 

1866 1 

1 

144 

.21 

1828 

t* 

107 

.56 

1867 

48 

.07 

1829 

81 

.42 

1868 

•^ 

48 

.071 

1830 

^ 

86 

.45 

1869 

CO 

6 

.008 

1831 

•  Oft 

14 

.07 

1870 

g* 

9 

.01 

1832 

6* 

37 

.19 

1871 J 

& 

1,879 

2.78 

1833 

& 

156 

.82 

1834 

195 

1.03 

1835, 

101 

.53 

1836' 

86 

.33 

1837 

79 

.34 

1838 

t^ 

42 

.16 

1839 

§ 

5 

.01 

1840 

ocT 

63 

.24 

1841 

^ 

259 

1. 

1842 

d 

156 

.60 

1843 

£ 

36 

.13 

1844 

17 

.06 

1845  J 

190 

.73 

It  will  be  obsenred  the  mortality  daring  thd  year  1871,  from  smallpox,  was 
the  highest  that  ever  has  been  reached  in  onr  city — 2.78  deaths  in  every  1000 
persons  living ;  in  the  year  1824  the  deaths  amounted  to  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  (325),  or  2.37  deaths  in  every  1000  persons  living. 
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J.  HENRY  SHERK,  M.D.,  1841—1870. 

Dr.  J.  Hbnby  Sherk  was  born  in  East  Hanover  Township, 
Lebanon  County,  Pennsylvania,  February  24th,  1841,  of  German 
parentage.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  was  sent  to  the  Academy 
in  Lebanon.  At  fourteeu,  he  entered  Mr.  Beck's  school  at  Litiz, 
Pennsylvania.  Up  to  this  time  he  was  strong  and  robust  in  ap- 
pearance. While  at  Litiz,  he  was  attacked  with  typhoid  fever,  and 
at  the  end  of  two  years  and  a  half  was  compelled  to  relinquish  his 
studies  and  abandon  his  intention  of  attending  college,  by  reason 
of  renewed  sickness. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
with  Dr.  J.  Seller,  of  East  Hanover,  Dauphin  County,  Pennsylvania. 
He  graduated  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  March,  1860. 
In  April  of  the  same  year,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine 
at  Annville,  Lebanon  County,  Pennsylvania.  Early  in  the  autumn 
of  1860,  he  was  seized  with  a  severe  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs. 

His  father  now  urged  him  to  give  up  his  professional  for  a  mer- 
cantile life.  His  devotion  to  the  calling  of  his  choice  determined 
him,  at  the  sacrifice  of  his  father's  sympathy  and  support,  to  re- 
move to  Philadelphia,  where,  in  the  month  of  October,  1860,  he 
opened  an  office  on  Sixteenth  Street. 

He  was  prescribing  physician  at  the  Catharine  Street  House  of 
Industry,  in  1863  and  1864.  He  gained  an  honorarium  from  the 
Philadelphia  Dispensary  in  the  year  1865,  and  again  in  1868.  The 
first  was  obtained  with  less  than  three  years'  labor,  from  the  fact 
that  he  did  the  work  of  two  distncts  part  of  the  time.  He  was  re- 
ceived into  the  membership  of  this  Society,  December  13th,  1866. 
He  examined  students  on  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children,  during  the  winter  term  of  1866  and  1867,  in  connection 
with  Drs.  Yanderslice  and  Collins  of  the  University.  During  the 
winter  of  1866  and  1867,  he  had  charge  of  the  clinic  for  Diseases 
of  Women  and  Children  in  the  Obstetrical  Department  of  the 
Philadelphia  Dispensary. 

He  was  married  to  his  first  wife,  Emma  D.  Humphries,  December 
20th,  1859.  She  died  March  14th,  1866,  after  a  short  illness,  leaving 
him  with  two  children.  February  19th,  1868,  he  married  the  sister 
of  his  former  wife,  Maggie  R.  Humphries.  She  and  the  two  children 
by  his  first  wife  survive  him,  and  are  in  comfortable  circumstances. 
He  united  himself,  by  profession  of  faith,  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  1868.  In  this  faith  he  died,  loved  and  lamented  by  those 
among  whom  he  labored. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1870,  he  was  again  prostrated,  and  was 
attended  by  Dr.  Collins,  in  consultation  with  Drs.  Agnew  and 
Spooner.    He  died  of  phthisis  pulmonalis.  May  24th,  1870. 

He  was  skilful,  faithful,  and  laborious  as  a  practitioner.  He  had 
constantly  to  grieve  over  the  fact  that  his  weakened  constitution 
would  not  permit  him  to  study  as  his  desires  and  ambition  prompted, 
though  his  record  shows  that  he  could  have  been  by  no  means  care- 
less in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge.  His  afiable  manners,  his 
warm  sympathy  for  the  suffering  and  the  poor,  attached  him  in  a 
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remarkable  manner  to  all  his  patients.  He  had  straggled  through 
the  difficulties  and  discouragements  of  the  beginner,  and  had  secured 
a  comfortable  livelihood  and  a  rapidly  growing  practice.  His  suc- 
cess might  be  considered  above  the  average.  He  was  called  away 
in  the  midst  of  buoyant  hopes,  at  the  very  opening  of  his  pro- 
fessional career.  He  leaves  us  the  legacy  of  an  example  worthy  of 
imitation,  a  name  of  which  we  may  justly  be  proud.  H.  L. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHDTLKILL  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  condition  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society  may  be 
expressed  in  the  language  of  the  address  of  the  late  retiring  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  J.  P.  Treichler,  viz. : — 

^'  I  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  the  medical  and  ethical  status 
this  Society  has  now  attained,  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  few 
past  eyentful  years  of  its  history.  That  determination,  the  ful- 
filment of  which  we  entered  upon  one  year  ago,  has  been  more 
than  fully  carried  out,  as,  from  that  day  to  this,  our  meetings  have 
been  characterized  alone  by  the  exercise  of  the  grand  objects  of  our 
organization.  At  no  assemblage  has  anything  occurred  to  mar  or 
interrupt  a  purely  professional  and  friendly  reunion ;  a  new  spirit 
seemed  to  pervade  the  members ;  the  sessions  were  pleasantly  spent, 
decorum  prevailed,  lEind  a  changed,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  lasting, 
era  began.  Bi-monthly  meetings  have  been  held,  and  in  but  one 
instance  throughout  the  year  has  any  meeting  been  without  its 
medical  paper.  The  principal  advanced  feature  of  our  proceedings 
has  been  the  introduction  of  lectures  in  addition  to  the  presenta- 
tion of  papers,  that  have  been  instructive  as  well  as  entertaining, 
affording  solid  material  for  reflection  and  applications  in  every-day 
practice.  With  these  changes  tending  to  the  advancement  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  our  profession,  this  Society 
must  necessarily  cultivate  scientific  tastes  and  engender  social 
attachments,  to  be  strengthened  year  after  year. 

"  This  day,  twenty-three  years  ago,  I  became  a  member  of  this 
Society,  and  at  no  time  within  that  period  has  the  membership 
been  so  large,  or  its  proceedings  marked  with  as  much  interest  as 
at  the  present." 

Since  the  last  report,  six  new  applications  have  been  received 
for  membership,  three  of  which  were  admitted  and  three  waiting 
the  usual  period  for  election.  Two  resignations  and  one  death 
occurred,  making  the  present  membership  number  forty-seven  in 
good  standing. 

The  non-intercourse  rule,  spoken  of  in  former  reports,  is  still  in 
operation,  but  observed  simply  to  accomodate  special  interests  as 
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against  flagrant  quackery  or  the  convenience  of  the  members.  It 
certainly  had  the  effect  of  bringing  into  the  Society  some  of  the 
profession  who  otherwise  would  have  remained  non-members ;  still, 
in  all  other  respects,  its  practical  bearings  are  unquestionably 
doubtful.  But  one  instance  of  its  violation,  out  of  many  well- 
known  cases,  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Society,  and 
that  so  treated  as  to  render  the  rule  nugatory. 

The  past  year  has  been  characterized  by  frequent  and  extreme 
changes  of  temperature,  the  small  amount  of  rain,  the  great  preva- 
lence and  varied  manifestations  of  disease,  and  the  high  rate  of 
mortality. 

We  regret  that  no  accurate  meteorological  observations  were 
made  so  as  to  exhibit  the  relations  bearing  upon  the  subsidence  of 
one  epidemic  and  the  advance  of  another.  It  is  believed,  however, 
that,  whatever  influences  these  conditions  had  upon  extending  the 
spread  of  disease,  they  in  no  degree  increased  its  intensity  or 
modified  the  character  as  it  then  existed,  except  in  subjects  far  ad- 
vanced in  life. 

The  principal  epidemics  of  the  year  have  been  intermittent, 
remittent,  and  relapsing  fevers,  parotitis  contagiosa,  rubeola,  vari- 
ola, and  its  attendant  varioloid,  varicella,  erysipelas,  puerperal 
metro-peritonitis,  and  diphtheria,  most  of  which  prevailed  ^  over 
the  entire  county,  entering  at  the  southern  portion,  following  the 
course  of  streams  and  tributaries,  and  appearing  last  in  the  extreme 
north,  on  the  borders  of  Northumberland  and  Columbia  counties. 

Throughout  the  agricultural  districts,  remittent  fever,  assuming, 
in  the  majority  of  instances,  a  typhoid  character,  prevailed,  spo- 
radically, through  the  entire  year;  rarely  fatal,  except  amongst 
exhausted  mechanical  operatives,  in  the  larger  towns,  where  for- 
tunately it  rarely  occurred. 

Dr.  Fergus,  of  Ashland,  reports  having  treated  three  cases  of 
relapsing  fever,  two  of  which  recovered,  one  after  a  second  relapse, 
another  afber  a  third  relapse,  and  the  third  case,  a  confirmed  drunk- 
ard, died  in  the  fourth  relapse. 

During  the  winter  months,  measles  suddenly  spread  over  the 
greater  portion  of  the  county,  principally  amongst  children,  gene- 
rally mild  in  form,  and  free  from  diphtheria,  but  attended  in  various 
degrees  with  the  usual  pulmonary  complications  and  a  few  deaths. 

Parotitis  contagiosa  prevailed  in  Pottsville  during  the  autumnal 
months,  attacking  most  of  the  children  of  the  town.  This,  its  first 
appearance  for  fifteen  years,  was  mild  in  character  where  ordinary- 
precautions  were  taken  to  protect  those  attacked  from  infiuences 
calculated  to  produce  retrocession;  which,  when  it  did  occur, 
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located  itself  in  the  lungs,  rather  than  its  usual  locality,  the  testes. 
Metastasis  to  the  lung,  in  the  case  of  a  boy,  five  years  of  age, 
resulted  in  an  abscess,  from  which  more  than  two  pints  of  pus  were 
withdrawn  through  a  canula,  passed  between  the  fifth  and  sixth 
ribs  to  the  right  of  the  sternum,  after  which  he  made  speedy 
recovery. 

The  first  case  of  varioloid  came  by  rail  to  this  county  in  October, 
and  was  soon  followed  by  cases  of  smallpox^  also  contracted  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.    These  were  scattered  in  difierent  parts 
of  the  county,  and  formed  centres  for  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
In  Pottsville,  the  business  centre,  revaccination  was  early,  generally, 
nnd  in  the  majority  of  instances  successfully,  practised,  made,  in  a 
measure,  compulsory  by  the  action  of  the  School  Board,  and  daily 
urged  by  the  public  press.    This  rendered  the  borough  proper 
almost  entirely  exempt,  whilst  in  the  surrounding  districts  it  pre- 
vailed to  a  considerable  extent.    In  localities  where  its  ravages 
Trere  greatest  an  unfortunate  prejudice  existed,  founded  upon  igno- 
rance and  superstition,  which,  with  the  fear  of  erysipelas,  had 
the  effect  of  depriving  them  of  the  protection  by  vaccination ;  and, 
Btrange  to  relate,  in  a  number  of  instances,  those  who  made  the 
chief  outcry  and  obstinate  remonstrance,  were  themselves  the  first 
fatal  victims  of  that  folly.    Other  towns  were  slow  to  establish  and 
execute  sanitary  measures  until  the  disease  was  fixed  on  them,  and 
one  main  cause  of  its  extent  was  the  fear  of  physicians  to  compel, 
by  moral  suasion,  the  vaccination  of  every  one  likely  to  come  in 
contact  with  its  influence.    It  has  been  indisputably  demonstrated 
that,  had  the  members  of  every  household  in  which  the  disease 
occurred    been    vaccinated    immediately  upon    its  outbreak,  no 
farther  cases  would  have  been  propagated  except  in  a  modified 
form,  and  many  lives  saved.    Dr.  Thompson,  Health  Officer  of 
Mahanoy  City,  expresses  his  conviction  of  the  inefficiency  of  local 
sanitary  ordinances  as  a  means  of  arresting  the  spread  of  the  dis- 
ease by  isolation ;  confirms  general  experience  as  to  the  protection 
afforded  by  vaccination,  and  strongly  urges  the  adoption  of  com- 
pulsory measures  to  efiect  such,  by  legislative  en'actment.    Among 
other  measures,  by  order  of  Board  of  Health,  was  the  display  of  yel- 
low flags  upon  infected  houses,  and  this  was,  no  doubt,  productive  of 
some  good  result;  still,  a  community  soon  becomes  indifferent,  after 
the  disease  has  existed  for  a  short  time,  and,  although  the  patients 
may  not  be  visited,  the  inmates  of  the  house,  having  firee  access  to 
public  places  of  business,  carry  with  them  the  germs  of  its  conta- 
gion. In  the  confluent  form  the  deaths  averaged  sixty-six  per  cent.. 
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and  no  case  is  reported  in  subjects  where  successful  vaccination  or 
revaccination  was  recent. 

Diphtheria  in  its  various  forms  was  met  with  throughout  the 
year — generally  mild  and  of  short  duration.  The  croupal  and 
malignant  type,  occurring  during  the  melting  of  snows,  universally 
resulted  in  death.  Several  cases  were  followed  by  the  disease  in 
the  skin,  about  the  wrists  and  elbows,  attended  by  partial  paralysis 
of  the  extremities,  usually  in  females  between  the  ages  of  eight 
and  twelve.  Recoveries  were  slow  and  required  a  period  of  six 
months. 

Scarlatina^  after  several  years  of  continued  prevalence,  chiefly 
marked  by  its  virulence  and  mortality,  was  rarely  observed.  The 
ice  treatment,  as  proposed  by  Dr.  Hiram  Corson,  of  Montgomery 
County,  meets  with  general  favor  as  based  upon  correct  principles, 
and  calculated  to  relieve  the  inhuman  "  swabbing  process"  of  its 
former  class  of  victims. 

Erysipelas  has  been  exceedingly  troublesome  and  a  constant 
attendant  upon  nearly  all  wounds — ^the  bane  of  vaccination,  and 
the  only  objection  to  its  practice — ^with  furuncles,  carbuncles, 
and  puerperal  metro-peritonitis,  the  latter  confined  to  certain  locali- 
ties. Several  physicians,  living  in  close  proximity,  lost  each 
from  three  to  five  cases  during  the  winter,  and  so  great  was  the 
spread  in  the  fields  of  these  obstetricians,  that  they  themselves  felt 
the  strong  probabilities  of  having  been  the  active  means  of  commu- 
nication, as  the  disease  was  confined  to  the  practice  of  a  few ; 
and  that  in  neighborhoods  where  many  parturitions  were  taking 
place,  conducted  by  other  physicians,  whose  patients  were  entirely 
exempt. 

Cancer  and  fibrous  tumors  of  the  mammas,  stomach,  mesentery, 
rectum,  and  uterus  are  painfully  upon  the  increase,  and  condu- 
rango,  faithfully  persisted  in  to  test  its  reputed  specific  value,  proved 
to  be  inert.  Dr.  Yeoman  reports  a  case  of  cancer  of  the  rectum 
occurring  in  a  boy  twelve  years  of  age,  and  immediately  following 
an  attack  of  malignant  scarlatina. 

Scrofulous  and  tubercular  affections  of  the  brain,  lungs,  and 
bowels  are  comparatively  rare,  whilst  BrighVs  disease  and  dickies 
mellitus  are  decidedly  more  prevalent.  One  case  of  the  latter,  con- 
fined to  bed  in  an  apparently  hopeless  condition  firom  extreme 
emaciation  and  debility,  was  treated  by  skimmed  milk,  as  proposed 
by  Donkin.  In  ten  days  the  quantity  of  urine  was  reduced  ftom 
30  pints  per  diem,  to  the  normal  quantity,  and  the  specific  gravity 
from  1050  to  1023,  with  a  corresponding  general  improvement  in 
every  particular.    The  patient  took  seven  pints  every  twenty-four 
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hoars,  in  four  meals,  and  abstaining  from  everything  else  continued 
it  for  four  weeks,  gaining  fifteen  pounds  in  weight,  when  a  slight 
deviation  from  this  diet  was  immediately  followed  by  a  return  of 
his  glycogenic  symptoms.  The  milk  treatment  alone  was  then 
continued  for  four  months,  when  it  was  found  that  broiled  beef  and 
mutton  with  bran  bread  could  be  taken  without  detriment,  and  at 
the  end  of  five  months  no  trace  of  sugar  could  be  discovered.  At 
this  period,  his  condition  was  such  as  to  enable  him  to  endure  con- 
siderable fatigue  and  embark  in  business,  a  matter  which,  before  he 
began  the  exclusive  milk  regimen,  he  and  his  friends  had  forever 
abandoned  in  his  case. 

During  the  winter  and  spring,  owing  to  extreme  and  sudden 
changes  from  heat  to  cold,  the  thermometer  frequently  ranging 
from  40^  to  50°  within  eight  hours,  injlammationa  of  the  respiratory 
and  abdominal  organs  were  common,  especially  fatal  in  those  ad- 
vanced in  years,  but  assuming  their  usual  character,  as  they  appear 
in  this  region,  in  the  young  and  middle  aged. 

Diarrhoea  and  dysentery  were  singularly  infrequent  during  the 
summer  months,  and  comparatively  little  disease  affecting  the  ali- 
mentary canal  either  in  infants  during  dentition,  or  children  and 
adults,  prevailed. 

In  ObstetricSj'Dr.  Bland  reports:  "A  remarkable  case  of  irritable 
uterus  during  gestation  came  under  my  observation — Mrs.  M.,  aged 
35,  fine  physique,  of  bilious  temperament,  mother  of  three  children, 
had  never  suffered  any  inconvenience  in  former  pregnancies.  About 
two  weeks  after  conception  with  her  fourth  child,  she  was  attacked 
with  vomiting  and  severe  pain  of  the  uterus.  The  vomiting  was 
persistent  for  twenty  days  at  a  time  with  little  or  no  cessation. 
Obstinate  constipation  followed.  This  condition  of  things  con- 
tinued with  very  little  interruption  for  six  and  a  half  months,  when 
miscarriage  took  place,  the  patient  making  a  good  recovery.  She 
again  became  pregnant,  with  her  fifth  child,  when  the  same  ordeal 
of  trouble  through  which  she  had  just  passed  was  to  be  repeated. 
Vomiting  and  pain  continued  for  five  months,  when  miscarriage 
ensued,  and  in  a  few  days  the  patient  died  from  pure  debility." 

The  usual  practice,  formerly  reported,  of  the  early  resort  to  the 
forceps,  and  the  general  use  of  anaesthesia  in  parturition,  is  still 
adhered  to ;  it  is  believed  that  if  the  latter  ever  be  abandoned,  it  will 
be  more  to  escape  the  additional  labor  imposed  upon  the  accoucheur 
than  a  want  of  faith  in  the  propriety  and,  in  many  cases,  necessity 
for  its  use.  Where  convulsions  exist,  irregular  muscular  contrac- 
tions, or  rigid  os  uteri,  a  want  of  secretion,  or,  in  fact,  any  irregu- 
larity in  the  proper  physiological  functional  action  of  the  uterus 
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during  labor ;  as  also  in  the  important  operations  of  craniotomy, 
version  by  the  feet.,  etc.  etc.,  it  is  relied  upon  as  the  essential  adju- 
vant to  effect  a  speedy  and  happy  termination,  the  parturient  state 
being  the  only  condition  of  the  system  during  life  in  which  that 
agent  is  wholly  devoid  of  danger. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TIOGA  COUNH  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


During  the  past  year  the  weather  has  been  very  dry  throughout 
our  county ;  we  have  not  had  enough  rain  to  wet  the  ground  tho- 
roughly for  the  whole  year ;  the  streams  are  all  very  low  or  entirely 
dry ;  wells  that  never  have  failed  before  have  been  dry  since  August. 
The  winter  was  very  cold,  with  high  winds,  and  not  much  snow. 
For  a  few  weeks  past  we  have  had  frequent  light  showers,  but  not 
enough  to  raise  the  streams  or  supply  the  wells.  From  July,  18 Tl, 
until  November,  it  was  unusually  healthy  in  our  part  of  the  county;  . 
during  this  time  we  had  no  prevailing  epidemics;  the  last  of 
November,  scarlatina  made  its  appearance,  however,  in  a  mild  form, 
and  prevailed  throughout  the  fall  and  winter,  though  there  were 
no  fetal  cases.  There  were  also  a  few  cases  of  rubeola  in  November. 
Quite  a  number  of  cases  of  pneumonitis  came  under  my  cai*e  in 
December,  and  kept  increasing  until  in  February  it  prevailed  as  an 
epidemic.  I  took  note  of  twentj'-five  well-marked  cases,  one  of 
which  died  on  the  third  day.  The  patient  was  an  old  lady,  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age ;  the  inflammation  extended  over  both  lungs. 
Of  the  rest,  four  others  were  double,  all  recovered.  The  general 
plan  of  treatment  was,  pulv.  ip.  comp.  with  excess  of  ipecac,  hot 
fomentations,  sinapisms,  veratrum  viride,  etc. 

An  epidemic  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  was  quite  general 
throughout  our  county  the  past  winter  and  spring.  The  first  case 
occurred  in  my  practice  February  11th,  and  the  last  one  March  28th. 
I  have  recorded  eleven  well-marke4  cases  which  came  under  my  ob- 
servation ;  of  these  three  died,  one  the  third  dB.y^  another  the  fourth 
day,  arid  the  third,  the  eleventh  day;  of  all  cases  which  I  treated, 
tliree  were  attacked  in  February,  and  eight  in  March ;  seven  were 
males,  four  were  females;  of  those  who  died,  two  were  males,  one 
female ;  the  oldest  case  was  thirty-four  years,  the  youngest  nine 
months.  The  prominent  symptoms  in  all  cases  in  the  outset  were, 
intense  cephalalgia,  pain  in  the  cervical  region,  increasing  in  most 
cases  until  boisterous  delirium  ensued,  with  convulsions  and  opis- 
thotonos. In  some  cases  the  pupil  was  contracted  and  insensible 
to  light;  in  others,  dilated,  skin  hot  and  dry,  face  flushed,  eyes 
injected,  pulse  full,  strong,  and  frequent  (150  to  160  per  minute), 
TOL.  IX.  14 
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in  Others,  very  slow,  yet  full;  in  two  cases,  the  pulse  was  but  35 
per  minute  for  a  number  of  days,  tongue  thick,  broad,  and  flabby, 
showing  indentations  of  teeth,  covered  with  a  white,  creamy  look- 
ing fur ;  patient  talked  with  difficulty.  Bowels  constipated,  muscles 
of  abdomen  tense,  shooting  pains  resembling  neuralgia  through 
different  parts  of  the  body ;  tenderness  along  the  spine ;  pain  on 
moving  the  head,  and  many  other  symptoms  not  so  constant. 
The  plan  of  treatment  for  these  cases  was  opium,  veratrum  viride, 
mercury,  iodide  of  potassium,  counter-irritation,  ice  to  the  head 
and  along  the  spine;  in  violent  cases,  morphia  was  used  hypoder- 
mically,  for  its  immediate  effect,  and  continued  by  the  mouth  in 
doses  from  one-eighth  to  one-quarter  of  a  grain  every  four  hours 
until  its  sedative  effects  were  obtained;  if  the  pulse  was  high, 
fluid  extract  of  veratrum  viride  was  used  in  doses  of  five  to  eight 
drops  every  four  hours,  until  £he  pulse  was  reduced  to  one  hundred 
.per  minute,  then  discontinued;  in  other  cases,  where  the  pulse  was 
very  slow,  I  tried  alcoholic  stimulants  and  quinia  with  no  apparent 
effect  on  the  circulation,  but  caused  intense  pain  in  the  head ;  in 
some  cases,  the  fly  blister  was  used  along  the  spine,  and  in  others, 
ice  to  the  head  and  along  the  spine  in  the  outset,  and  used  no 
counter-irritation,  with  equally  as  good  results  as  with  the  blis- 
ters ;  in  all  cases  which  showed  a  chronic  tendency,  I  gave  iodide 
of  potassium  in  doses  of  five  grains  three  times  per  day.  I  also 
used  hyd.  cum  creta  in  three  grain  doses  every  four  hours,  until  it 
touched  the  gums.  Where  the  patients  were  debilitated,  syr.  fern, 
iodidi  was  used  in  fifteen  drop  doses  three  times  per  day,  the 
bowels  being  kept  open  with  salines.  The  largest  number  of  these 
cases  were  back  from  the  river  on  the  hills,  although  some  of  the 
worst  cases  were  on  the  lowlands  near  the  river.  Many  cases  of 
other  diseases  had  symptoms  in  common  with  this  disease  during 
the  epidemic.  As  to  the  specific  cause  I  can  say  nothing,  though 
I  think  it  is  a  miasmatic  influepce,  on  account  of  the  intense  dry 
weather  and  impure  water,  as  the  disease  disappeared  as  soon  as 

we  had  a  few  showers. 

CHARLES  W.  BROWN,  M.D. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  VENANGO  COUNTT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Dr.  Robert  Crawford,  of  Cooperstown,  makes  the  following 
report : — 

The  diseases  which  have  prevailed  in  this  place  and  vicinity 
daring  the  past  year  have  not  presented  any  new  or  malignant 
features,  and  have  yielded  to  the  usual  treatment,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  scarlet  fever. 

This  disease  has  prevailed  in  this  valley  and  in  the  surrounding 
country  for  the  last  twelve  months,  and  to  us  has  been  a^  "  pesti- 
lence that  walketh  in  darkness,"  and  ^Hhe  destruction  that  wasteth 
at  noon-day." 

We  have  had  it  in  all  its  forms  and  degrees  of  violence  in  the 
same  family — part  would  have  it  in  the  malignant,  or  in  the  an- 
ginose  form,  whilst  the  balance  of  the  family  would  have  it  in  the 
mildest  or  most  simple  form,  the  latter  requiring  no  medication. 

The  symptoms  of  this  disease  are  clear  and  well-defined,  hence 
there  is  little  trouble  in  making  a  correct  diagnosis.  It  is  the 
pathology  and  treatment  which  should  engage  the  thoughts  of  the 
medical  profession. 

We  treated  the  malignant  cases  with  quinine  and  brandy  from 
the  onset  of  the  disease.  The  local  remedes  used  were  nitrate  of 
silver,  and  the  chlorate  of  potassa.  We  washed  the  fauces  with 
the  chlorate,  and  then  applied  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  the  proportion 
of  six  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water. 

We  lost  several  of  the  worst  cases ;  we  were  generally  successful 
in  the  treatment  of  the  anginose  form  of  the  disease  in  this  way. 

We  gave  no  cathartics  until  the  rash  was  well  established,  and 
until  the  system  recovered  from  the  shock  of  the  disease,  and  then 
but  moderately. 

If  any  organ  at  this  time  showed  sufficient  evidence  of  engorge- 
ment or  inflammatory  action,  we  purged  with  castor  oil  to  which 
turpentine  was  added.  We  had  five  cases  which  required  a  more 
active  antiphlogistic  treatment  than  purging,  but  when  we  resorted 
to  such  means  it  was  done  with  much  circumspection. 
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Many  families  before  calling  on  us,  and  at  the  onset  of  the  dis- 
ease, gave  cathartics,  some  were  purged  freely,  some  severely,  and 
in  every  instance  to  the  injury  of  the  patients. 

In  every  case  in  which  cathartics  were  used  freely,  the  rash  did 
not  appear,  or,  if  it  did,  it  did  not  remain  out  for  any  length  of 
time.    Patients  treated  in  this  way  almost  invariably  died. 

We  are  now  treating  this  disease  with  carbolic  acid  and  hypo- 
sulphite of  soda,  in  addition  to  the  treatment  just  mentioned,  and 
we  do  think  with  greater  success.  We  are  so  well  satisfied  that 
these  medicines  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good  in  the  treatment  of 
scarlet  fever,  that  we  could  not  be  induced  to  treat  a  bad  case  with- 
out the  use  of  them.  There  are  several  of  our  neighboring  physi- 
cians who  use  carbolic  acid  and  the  hyposulphite  of  soda  in  the 
treatment  of  scarlet  fever,  and  have  an  equally  high  opinion  of 
their  value. 

The  action  that  medicines  have  on  the  system,  both  in  health  and 
in  disease,  establishes  the  medical  properties  of  the  drug;  this  action 
frequently  serves  to  elucidate  the  pathology*  of  disease,  and  also 
assists  us  to  study  the  therapeutic  principles  of  the  medicine. 

In  a  paper  read  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  in  Cincinnati, 
by  Dr.  W.  B.  Davis,  June  T,  1869,  he  presented  many  important 
opinions  on  carbolic  acid.  Some  of  these  we  take  the  liDerty  to 
offer. 

"  Carbolic  acid  has  scarcely  any  action  on  fetid  gases,  but  it 
attacks  the  cause  which  produces  them,  and  at  the  same  time  puts 
organic  matter  in  such  a  state  that  it  never  reacquires  its  tendency 
to  putrefy. 

"  It  has  a  special  action  on  the  fermentation  induced  by  organized 
matter,  but  it  prevents  the  development  of  future  fermentation. 

^^  It  has  no  action  on  purely  chemical  ferments;  it  acts  by  attack- 
ing vitality  in  some  mysterious  way.  The  various  infusoria  of 
water,  as  well  as  small  fish,  are  instantly  killed  by  a  few  drops  of  it 

"  The  powerful  action  which  carbolic  acid  exerts  on  the  phenomena 
of  life  is  the  most  remarkable  property  which  it  possesses.  It  may  be 
looked  upon  as  the  test,  proper  for  distinguishing  vital  from  purely 
physical  phenomena,  and  in  most  cases  its  action  is  characterized 
by  the  certainty  and  definiteness  of  a  chemical  reagent.  In  the  pres- 
ence of  it,  the  development  of  embryonic  life  is  impossible,  and  before 
its  powei*ful  influence  all  minute  forms  of  animal  life  must  inevita- 
bly perish.    (Report  of  the  Cattle  Plage  Commission,  pp.  1 92-193.)" 

If  M.  Pasteur's  theory  be  correct,  that  all  fermentation  and  putre- 
faction depend  upon  the  living  germs  which  the  air  contains,  we 
have  in  carbolic  acid  an  agent  whose  special  action  is  directed 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


VENANGO   COUNTY   MEDICAL   SOCIETY.  201 

against  vitality,  and  whose  fumes  will  destroy  all  organic  and  or- 
ganized bodies  which  the  air  may  bring  with  it. 

Dr.  A.  E.  Sansom  read  a  paper  before  the  "  Medical  Society  of 
Liondon,"  April  5, 1869,  in  which  he  gave  a  sketch  of  the  history  of 
fermentation  in  its  relation  with  zymotic  disease.  He  claimed  that 
the  analogy  between  fevers  and  fermentation  has  been  taught  since 
the  earliest  days  of  physic,  and  showed  that  the  investigation  of  the 
real  nature  of  fermentation  has  thrown  much  light  on  the  subject 
of  proving  that  living  molecules  were  the  prime  cause  of  tlie  pro- 
cess. The  author  considered  that  the  potential  energy  of  the  mor- 
bific molecule,  as  well  as  of  the  ferment,  could  be  stored  up  in  no 
inorganic  material,  this  must  possess  power  of  vitality.  He  divided 
the  germs  of  disease  into  two  classes,  according  as  they  must  mul- 
tiply (a)  in  the  blood,  (b)  in  the  intestinal  canal.  He  showed  by 
experiments  that  fermentation  can  take  place  in  the  gastro-intestinal 
tract  of  mice.  He  then  discussed  the  means  of  destroying  these 
germs,  and  considered  that  the  most  powerful  agent  with  which  we 
are  acquainted  is  carbolic  acid.  His  experiments,  fortified  by  the 
experience  of  others,  showed  that  it  relieved  dyspepsia,  checked  pus 
formation,  and  seemed  to  diminish  the  intensity  of  the  symptoms 
of  zymotic  disease. — Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  April  24th,  1869. 

The  internal  administration  of  carbolic  acid  is  not  a  new  or  un- 
tried method ;  and  the  profession  are  now  awakened  to  the  great- 
ness of  its  value. 

Animalculse  have  long  been  spoken  of  as  a  cause  of  disease;  this 
opinion  is  now  gaining  ground.  It  is  hoped  that  such  improvements 
will  be  made  in  microscopy  as  will  enable  us  to  know  more  about 
the  cause  of  epidemics  than  we  do  at  present. 

The  success  which  we  have  had  with  carbolic  acid,  and  the  hypo- 
sulphite of  soda  in  the  treatment  of  scarlet  fever,  leads  us  to  have 
the  most  implicit  faith  in  these  remedies,  and  to  believe  the  cause 
of  the  disease  to  be  animalcular. 

Dr.  T.  W.  Egbert,  of  Oil  City,  reports  :— 

The  general  health  of  ttie  county  has  been  as  good  as,  if  not 
better  than,  the  average  of  that  enjoyed  in  the  other  districts  of 
Western  Pennsylvania. 

No  epidemic  has  prevailed  to  any  extent  throughout  our  borders. 

Scarlet  fever  made  its  appearance  in  Oil  City  about  the  first  of 
October,  1870,  and  continued  unabated  until  the  middle  of  Decem- 
ber, 1871,  with  still  an  occasional  isolated  case.  It  broke  out  in 
Franklin,  seven  miles  below  Oil  City,,  nearly  one  year  before,  in,  I 
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think,  a  more  severe  type,  judging  from  the  percentage  of  mortality. 
For  my  part,  I  discard  the  varieties  as  designated  by  our  authori- 
ties, believing  scarlet  fever  to  be  bne  and  the  same  disease,  in  all 
places  and  under  all  circumstances,  modified,  of  course,  by  atmos- 
pheric, hygienic,  and  other  known  and  unknown  influences.  My 
treatment,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  epidemic,  has  been 
uniform,  simple,  and,  no  doubt,  novel  to  many  practitioners ;  but 
successful  results  will  always  speak  for  themselves.  From  the 
incipiency  of  the  epidemic  until  this  time,  I  have  treated,  as  near 
as  I  can  glean  from  my  record,  two  hundred  and  seventy  cases, 
with  but  a  single  death ;  and  in  that  case,  as  Dr.  Davis  can  testify, 
my  directions  were  reversed  by  the  nurse,  who  applied  hot,  instead 
of  cold,  applications  to  the  throat. 

From  the  incipiency  of  the  disease  until  the  desquamation  is 
perfect,  I  prescribe  for  the  patient  the  following  mixture : — 

B.— Acid,  muriatic,  fgj. 
Syr.  simplids,  fjij. 
Potass,  ohloratis,  ^iij. 
Aqns  rosie,  f  §17.    Mix. 
Sig.  Half  tablespoonfal  every  two  hoars. 

The  dose  designated  in  the  above  prescription  would  be  for  a 
child,  six  years  of  age,  double  the  amount  being  necessary  for  an 
adult,  and  smaller  quantities  for  a  younger  child.  Where  there  is 
much  restlessness  and  nervous  irritability,  I  administer  paregoric 
in  sufficient  quantities  to  soothe  the  patient  and  allay  those  symp- 
toms. I  4iave  not  found  it  necessary,  in  a  single  instance,  to  use 
gargles,  probings,  or  the  pencil  to  the  fauces  or  throat.  In  one 
case,  that  of  a  male  adult,  set.  twenty-four  years,  married ;  I  was 
called  March  29th,  ISTl ;  found  him  confined  to  his  bed,  with  the 
characteristic  scarlet  blush  making  its  appearance  on  the  face  and 
neck ;  general  symptoms  all  present  in  an  aggravated  form. 

Prescribed  as  follows : — 

B* — Acid,  muriatic,  f  5iJ* 
Syr.  simplicis,  f§iij. 
Potas.  ohloratis,  ^iv. 
Tr.  opii  camph.  f  §]. 
Aqn»  rosie,  f.^iv.    Mix. 
Sig.  Tablespoonfal  every  two,  three,  or  foar  hoars. 

This  was  the  principal  treatment  until  the  twelfth  day,  when  the 
febrile  symptoms  had  all  subsided  and  desquamation  well  advanced; 
with  the  exception  of  simple  tonics,  continued  for  ten  days  or  two 
weeks  longer,  this  was  the  entire  treatment  of  this  case,  and  in 
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sixteen  days  from  the  first  appearance  of  the  blush,  he  was  at  his 
ofiSce,  attending  to  his  ordinary  business,  being  an  oil  broker.  The 
reader  can  judge  of  the  severity  of  this  case  and  the  efficacy  of  the 
treatment,  when  I  state  that  there  were  no  bad  sequelae^  except 
perfect  onychoptosis  of  both  hands  and  feet. 

In  a  few  cases  where  there  was  much  congestion  about  the  fauces 
and  throat,  ulceration  of  uvula  and  fauces^  and  enlargement  and 
induration  of  the  parotid  and  submaxillary  glands,  I  found  it 
necessary  to  use  the  ice-bag,  applied  snugly  to  throat  and  neck 
until  relief  was  obtained,  whidi  was  generally  in  from  six  to  twenty- 
four  hours,  being  careful  not  to  freeze  parts  by  continuous  applica- 
tion too  long  at  a  time. 

My  obstetrical  practice,  for  the  last  year,  has  not  been  cha- 
racterized by  anything  particularly  worthy  of  note,  having  attended 
sixty-two  cases  at  full  term,  of  which  three  children  were  still- 
born ;  two  twin  births,  both  of  which  were  premature,  one  six  and 
the  other  seven  months'  gestation.  In  both  of  the  latter  cases 
the  children  were  stillborn. 

I  have,  in  the  last  year,  been  in  attendance  on  seventeen  cases  of 
abortion,  ranging  from  two  to  six  months'  gestation,  nearly  all  of 
which,  I  have  good  reason  to  believe,  were  criminally  induced. 
Would  it  not  be  well  for  the  members  of  our  profession  to  pay 
more  attention  to  this  matter,  with  a  view  to  becoming  better 
informed  in  regard  to  a  curse  already  prevalent  and  growing  with 
amazing  rapidity  ?  I  am  convinced  that  the  crime  of  abortion  is, 
each  successive  year,  more  extensively  practised  throughout  the 
entire  Commonwealth,  if  not,  indeed,  throughout  the  whole  civi- 
lized world ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt  in  my  mind,  whether  the 
medical  profession  is  not,  in  a  great  measure,  responsible  for  this 
evil !  How  frequently  is  the  physician  cognizant*  of  the  contem- 
plated crime  on  the  part  of  the  mother,  who  would  not  dare  to 
divulge  the  grave  secret  to  a  doating  husband ;  and  how  much  more 
frequently  does  he  have  sufficient  evidence  of  the  crime  already 
committed  to  cause  the  punishment  of  the  culprit  according  to  law! 

I  merely  make  this  suggestion,  hoping  that,  at  no  very  distant 
day,  the  time  will  have  arrived,  when  the  medical  profession  shall 
have  taken  a  decisive  stand  and  have  devised  and  adopted  measures 
adequate  to  the  suppression  of  this  the  blackest  crime  to  which 
woman  can  be  addicted — which,  aside  from  the  decimation  of  new 
generations  and  the  fearful  results  which  usually  ensue  to  those 
who  are  guilty  of  the  practice,  is  the  oflTence  most  calculated  to 
destroy  all  respect,  veneration,  regard,  and  affection  for  the  sex,  on 
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the  part  of  those  to  whom  they  must  look  for  every  comfort,  sup- 
port, and  consolation. 

Drs.  GiLLETT,  Snowden,  and  Welsh,  of  Franklin,  make  the  fol- 
lowing report: — 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  can  announce  the  fact,  that  the  general 
health  of  Franklin  has  been  better  than  usual,  and  that  the  average 
mortality  is  less  in  proportion  to  our  population  the  last  yeai*  than 
heretofore. 

We  have  had  no  epidemics  in  our  midst,  notwithstanding  there 
have  been  in  different  parts  of  our  city  occasional  cases  of  scarlet 
fever;  96  per  cent,  of  which  were  amenable  to  treatment,  the 
essentials  of  which  were  time,  pure  air,  with  temperature  steadily 
maintained  at  seventy -four  or  seventy-six  degrees  Fahrenheit  in 
the  rooms ;  avoidance  of  a  current  of  air  upon  the  patients,  con- 
finement in  their  apartments  from  four  to  six  weeks  with  nourish- 
ment and  rest. 

Dr.  Gillett  says  of  scarlet  fever ; — 

"  The  only  medicine  I  have  steadily  used  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years  from  the  very  first  of  the  case  and  continued  till  desquamation 
of  the  cuticle,  was  carb.  ammonia  in  solution,  in  the  proportion 
of  a  drachm  of  the  salt  to  four  ounces  of  water,  administered  in 
doses  of  twenty  drops  every  two  or  three  hours.  It  has,  I  believe^ 
protected  the  system  from  the  accumulating  poison  of  the  exuda- 
tions in  the  throat,  and  the  extension  of  inflammation  to  the  nares 
and  Eustachian  tubes.  I  have  also  associated  with  it,  in  order  to 
moisten  the  throat  every  alternate  hour,  either  a  solution  of  chlorate 
of  potassa  or  salt,  vinegar,  and  water  to  be  swallowed  in  doses  of  a 
few  drops.  I  do  not  gargle. .  To  prevent  the  itching  and  restless- 
ness during  the  eruption,  the  skin  is  repeatedly  smeared  with  lard. 
Bitart.  of  potassa  in  sweetened  water  is  used  from  the  first ;  and 
more  freely  administered,  when  the  kidneys  give  evidence  of  conges- 
tion and  obstruction  of  their  tubuli  by  the  multiplied  cell  elements 
in  the  blood,  necessary  to  repair  the  skin  and  waste  of  the  organiza- 
tion. Tonics  and  stimulants  are  occasionally  necessary.  Milk  is 
absolutely  necessary,  from  the  first  manifestation  of  the  disease 
until  its  departure.  I  have  not  had  a  single  case  of  deafness  fol- 
lowing scarlet  fever  for  25  years,  whereas  before  it  was  of  frequent 
occurrenc3. 

"  Erysipelas  has  been  more  frequent  the  latter  part  of  winter  and 
spring,  and  with  it  we  have  had  more  trouble  with  our  obstetrical 
cases  than  usual ;  their  recoveries  often  retarded  by  arrested  invo- 
lution of  the  uterus,  congestion,  and  symptoms  of  metritis,  not  fatal, 
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but  yielding  to  treatment  varied  to  suit  each  individual  case  and 
its  emergencies.  About  twenty  years  since,  erysipelas  prevailed 
epidemically,  and  with  it  puerperal  fever,  fatal  in  most  of  the  cases. 

'^  Diseases  from  functional  derangement  originating  in  the  diges- 
tive organs  have  been  limited,  but  those  caused  by  the  vicissitudes  of 
temperature  and  exposure,  as  inflammations  of  the  tonsils,  pharynx, 
larynx,  bronchia,  and  rheumatism,  have  been  of  common  occurrence. 
Diphtheria  has  prevailed  to  some  extent,  but  mostly  yielding  to 
treatment,  and  fatal  only  in  two  or  three  cases,  when  the  vocal 
cords  and  larynx  were  implicated. 

"  I  believe  the  above  statement  comprises  an  impartial  and  suc- 
cinct history  of  our  sanitary  condition." 

Dr.  Welsh  says : — 

"  Within  the  limits  of  our  county,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  has 
prevailed  to  some  extent ;  but  has  not  made  its  appearance  in  our 
vicinity ;  yet  with  us  there  is  an  unmistakable  tendency,  in  all  cases 
of  febrile  disease,  to  delirium,  pain  in  the  head,  flushed  features, 
tremulousness,  and  the  febrile  movement  of  an  intermitting  charac- 
ter, all  of  which  seem  to  indicate  an  unusual  disturbance  of  the 
cerebro-spinal  axis,  showing  that  we  must  be  in  some  degree  under 
the  influence  of  the  unknown  cause  of  that  terrible  malady,  let  it  be 
atmospheric  or  what  not.  The  disease  above  alluded  to  is  espe- 
cially confined  to  early  life." 

Dr.  Davis,  of  Oil  City,  reports  as  follows : — 

During  the  past  year  I  have  had  about  the  usual  number  of  cases 
in  surgery  and  practice  generally.  Scarlatina  prevailed  during 
the  autumn  and  winter,  in  some  cases  with  severity,  but  most  cases 
were  mild.  Hooping-cough  prevailed  to  some  extent.  One  case  of 
varioloid  occurred,  which  was  immediately  sent  to  smallpox  hos- 
pital ;  thorough  vaccination  prevented  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

In  surgery,  I  have  had  one  amputation  of  the  arm  at  juncture  of 
upper  with  lower  two-thirds  of  humerus.  This  was  a  secondary 
operation  performed  the  fifth  day  after  the  injury.  The  patient 
was  a  railroad  employee,  and  had  his  arm  caught  between  the  draw 
heads  while  coupling  cars.  The  humerus  was  broken  off  two  and  a 
half  inches  above  the  joint,  and  the  lower  fragment  split  its  entire 
length ;  the  artery  was  occluded  at  the  seat  of  fracture,  and  the 
basilic  vein  opened  below  the  elbow.  Notwithstanding  this  con- 
dition of  afffiirs,  the  patient  refused  an  operation  until  the  time 
mentioned.  The  operation  was  entirely  successful,  the  fiaps  uniting 
by  granulation. 

I  also  removed  a  ifibroid  tumor  of  the  right  mammary  gland 
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from  a  lady  aged  forty-one.  This  tumor  was  of  the  recurring  cha- 
racter, and  has  been  removed  four  times.  Weight  of  tumor  at  first 
removal,  two  pounds  four  ounces ;  second,  five  pounds;  third,  four 
pounds  one  ounce ;  the  last  removal  not  weighed,  but  appeared  to 
be  about  three  pounds  in  weight.  First  removal,  spring  of  186T  ; 
second,  January  3d,  1869 ;  third,  July  15th,  18U ;  fourth,  March 
17th,  1812.  In  every  instance  except  the  last,  the  tumor  or  a  new 
one  commenced  growing  very  soon  after  extirpation.  Its  growth 
was  not  very  rapid  until  pretty  well  advanced,  when  it  would 
increase  very  rapidly  in  size,  and  soon  ulceration  of  some  part  of 
the  integument  take  place,  from  which  luxuriant  granulations 
sprung  up  and  protruded ;  in  the  latter  stage,  a  thin  sanious  pas 
was  discharged,  sometimes  in  considerable  quantities;  the  patient 
became  antemic  and  much  reduced  in  flesh,  with  copious  night 
sweats,  while  the  odor  from  the  discharge  was  most  offensive.  In 
every  instance,  the  removal  of  the  tumor  has  been  followed  by 
speedy  recovery,  and,  since  the  last  removal,  presents  no  signs  of  a 
return. 

I  have  also  had  a  case  requiring  the  amputation  of  the  left  hand. 
This  was  the  case  of  a  young  man  engaged  in  driving  pipe  in  an 
oil  well.  While  resting  his  hand  on  the  edge  of  the  pipe  which 
was  being  driven  in  the  well,  the  driving  weight  became  detached 
from  above,  and  striking  his  hand  crushed  it  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
render  amputation  necessary.  This  was  performed,  leaving  the  ends 
and  a  small  portion  of  the  shafts  of  the  metacarpal  bones.  On 
the  third  day  erysipelas  set  in  about  the  wound  and  extended  up 
the  arm  above  the  elbow.  The  patient  was  put  on  tine,  ferri  murias. 
fifteei\  drops  every  four  hours,  with  quinine  in  tonic  doses,  morphia 
to  allay  pain,  and  the  stump  and  arm  enveloped  in  a  poultice  of 
brewer's  yeast.  The  next  day  the  poultice  was  removed  and  the 
surface  as  far  as  diseased  was  treated  to  an  application  of  carbolic 
acid  and  glycerine;  glyc.  fjiv,  carb.  acid,  cryst.  gr.  xx;  and  the 
poultice  reapplied.  Under  this  treatment  the  erysipelas  abated. 
There  was  some  sloughing  of  the  anterior  flaps,  but  the  patient 
made  a  good  recovery,  and  is  now  able  to  use  an  artificial  hand  for 
many  purposes,  by  its  approximation  with  the  thumb,  which  was 
saved. 

During  the  year  I  have  attended  eighty-nine  cases  of  labor. 
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Total  namber  of  deliveries 89 

Namber  of  children 92 

Namber  of  single  births 86 

Twin  births       . 3 

Vertex  presentations 88 

Breach      •        .  * 4 

At  fall  term 86 

Prematare         •        •        •        .        •        .        •        .  3 

Abortions 23 

Have  used  the  forceps  twice ;  in  both  cases  the  children  were  bom 
alive.    All  the  premature  births  died  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  used  chloroform  to  a  limited  extent  in  labor,  and  must 
speak  approvingly  of  it.  In  no  case  in  which  I  have  used  it  have 
there  been  any  bad  effects ;  on  the  contrary,  the  labor  went  on  more 
rapidly  than  before.  In  rigid  perinseum  I  believe  it  is  the  best 
remedy.  I  do  not,  however,  push  its  administration  to  complete 
anaesthesia,  but  content  myself  with  its  partial  effects.  In  two  cases 
I  have  found  the  placentae  filled  throughout  their  entire  extent 
with  calculous  depositions ;  I  had  three  cases  of  retained  placenta, 
and  one  case  of  hour-glass  contraction  of  the  uterus. 

One  case  was  remarkable  for  the  amount  of  omental  and  intes- 
tinal protrusion  into  the  sheath  of  the  cord.  On  proceeding  to  tie 
the  cord  of  the  child,  a  very  healthy  male,  January  28th,  1872, 1 
found  a  large  mass,  half  the  size  of  an  ordinary  fist,  in  the  foetal  end 
of  the  umbilical  cord,  and  protruding  some  two  and  a  half  inches. 
Not  knowing  exactly  what  I  had  to  deal  with,  I  ligated  the  cord  at 
some  distance  from  the  tumor  and  separated  the  child  from  the 
mother.  On  examination,  I  discovered  that  I  had  a  hernia  in  the 
sheath  of  the  umbilical  cord,  consisting  of  a  knuckle  of  intestine 
and  omentum  with  some  serum.  I  proceeded  to  reduce  the  hernia, 
which  was  easily  effected,  and  then  thought  of  means  to  secure 
it.  I  bandaged  the  cord  from  without  inward  until  the  abdomen 
of  the  child  was  reached,  and  laying  the  cord  thus  bandaged  in 
the  ordinary  dressing  for  the  navel,  I  applied  moderate  pressure 
over  the  whole.  Some  days  after,  the  sac  in  the  cord  seemed 
obliterated,  but  the  vitality  of  the  cord  itself  seemed  unimpaired. 
Absorption  has  since  then  been  gradually  going  on,  and  the  abdo- 
minal  opening  gradually  contracting  till  now  the  cord  only  meas- 
ures an  inch,  while  the  abdominal  integument  seems  pressing  all 
around  it  like  a  ring,  threatening  to  prove  a  ligature  to  it.  I 
directed  it  to  be  dressed  with  simple  cerate,  with  occasional  appli- 
cations of  desiccated  alum.  It  now,  June  15th,  promises  to  ter- 
minate in  complete  recovery.  The  child's  health  has  always  been 
good,  except  that  it  is  subject  to  infantile  colic. 
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In  my  practice  I  have  had  quite  a  nnmber  of  cases  of  inflamma- 
tion and  suppuration  of  the  glands  of  the  neck.  At  first  I  thought 
it  was  inflammation  of  the  parotid  gland,  but  subsequently  became 
satisfied  that  the  glands  so  affected  were  lymphatics  situated  near 
the  parotid.  In  some  cases  one  and  in  others  two  or  more  glands 
were  involved.  Mostly  if  two  or  more  were  involved,  one  was  on 
each  side.  While  this  glandular  trouble  lasted,  erysipelas  was 
quite  prevalent  in  the  neighborhood.  Could  it  be  that  the  glandu- 
lar inflammation  was  only  a  different  manifestation  of  the  same 
poison  as  in  erysipelas? 

The  region  in  which  my  practice  is  located  is  well  known  as 
South  Oil  City  and  vicinity.  It  is  situated  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  Allegheny  River  and  opposite  the  mouth  of  Oil  Creek.  The 
water  used  by  the  inhabitants  is  derived  from  springs  and  wells  ; 
the  spring  water  is  excellent ;  the  well  water  is  not  so  good,  as  it 
contains  salts  of  magnesia  and  lime.  The  sewerage  is  very  de- 
fective ;  and  in  some  places  the  drainage  is  bad.  The  population 
of  South  Oil  City  and  vicinity  is  about  3500. 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF  TEX 


MEDICAL  SOCIEH  OF  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


ARTICLE  L 

TITLE  OP  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  name  and  title  of  this  Association  shall  be  "  The  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  op  Pennsylvania." 

ARTICLE  IL 

objects  op  the  society. 

The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  advancement  of  medical 
knowledge;  the  elevation  of  professional  character ;  the  protection 
of  the  professional  interests  of  its  members ;  the  extension  of  the 
bounds  of  medical  science;  and  the  promotion  of  all  measures 
adapted  to  the  relief  of  suffering,  the  improvement  of  the  health, 
and  the  protection  of  the  lives  of  the  community. 

•  ARTICLE  in. 

MEMBERS  OP  THE  SOCIETY. 

Sect.  1.  The  Society  shall  consist  of  delegates  and  permanent 
members. 

Sect.  2.  The  delegates  shall  receive  their  appointments  from  the 
county  societies :  Provided^  however,  that  the  officers  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  the  Chairmen  of  all  committees  who  have  reports  to  pre- 
sent, shall  be  delegates  ex-officio;  and  to  them  and  to  the  perma- 
nent members  shall  be  intrusted  the  management  of  the  business 
and  affairs  of  the  Society. 

Sect.  3.  Every  delegate,  before  admission  to  a  seat  in  the  Society, 
shall  produce  a  certificate  of  delegation  signed  by  the  president  or 
secretary  of  his  county  society,  and  shall  sign  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions, on  the  payment  of  the  assessment  due  from  such  society. 
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Sect.  4.  Every  delegate  shall  hold  his  appointment  for  one  year, 
or  until  another  is  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

Sect.  5.  Every  member  of  a  county  society  having  once  served 
as  delegate,  shall  thereafter  be  a  permanent  member  of  this  Society, 
so  long  as  he  conforms  to  its  regulations,  continues  to  reside  in 
the  county  from  which  he  was  originally  delegated,  and  is  in  good 
standing  in  his  county  society,  from  which,  before  he  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  at  the  sessions  of  this  Society,  he  shall  produce  a 
certifieate  setting  forth  these  facts. 

Sect.  6.  Permanent  members  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  participate 
in  discussions  and  elections,  and  have  all  the  privileges  of  delegates. 

ARTICLE  lY. 

OF  THE  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  four 
Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  two  Recording  Secre- 
taries (one  of  whom  shall  be  styled  Permanent  Secretary),  a  Treas- 
urer, and  five  Censors  for  each  of  the  six  censorial  districts. 

Sect.  2.  Each  officer  shall  be  elected  by  vote  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Society,  on  a  general  ticket,  and  shall  serve  for  one  year, 
except  the  Permanent  Secretary,  who  shall  serve  five  years,  or  until 
another  is  elected  to  succeed  him. 

Sect.  3.  None  but  delegates  and  permanent  members,  who  are  in 
actual  attendance,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  offices  of  President,  Vice- 
Presidents,  Secretaries,  Treasurer,  or  Delegates  to  the  American 
Medical  Association  or  to  the  medical  societies  of  other  States;  but 
permanent  members,  not  present,  may  be  chosen  Censors,  and  ap- 
pointed upon  committees  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  V. 

OP    THE   COUNTY   SOCIETIES. 

Sect.  1.  The  members  of  the  profession  in  any  county  of  this 
State,  who  desire  so  to  do,  may  form  themselves  into  a  county 
societ}' :  Provided^  That  public  notice  of  the  proposed  meeting  for 
the  purpose  be  given,  and  that  all  the  regular  members  of  the  pro- 
fession in  the  county  be  invited  to  join  therein.  The  said  society 
may  adopt  rules  for  its  government,  provided  the  same  do  not  con- 
travene those  of  this  Society ;  may  elect  officers,  and  do  such  other 
matters  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  their  asso- 
ciation :  Provided  aho^  That  in  any  county  where  no  society  exists, 
the  members  of  the  profession  in  such  county  shall  have  the  privi- 
lege of  uniting  with  the  Association  of  any  adjoining  city  or  county ; 
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which  membership  shall  continue  during  the  time  that  no  organized 
society  shall  exist  in  the  county  in  which  they  reside. 

Sect.  2.  No  one  shall  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  a  county 
society,  unless  he  is  either  a  graduate  in  medicine  of  some  respect- 
able medical  school,  or  has  a  license  to  practise  from  some  board 
recognized  by  this  Society,  or  has  been  a  practitioner  for  at  least 
fifteen  years ;  and  who,  moreover,  is  in  good  moral  and  professional 
standing  in  the  place  where  he  resides^  and  is  a  regular  practitioner. 

Sect.  3.  Any  physician  who  shall  procure  a  patent  for  a  remedy, 
or  instrument  of  surgery,  or  who  sells  or  deals  in  or  uses  or  pre- 
scribes patent  remedies  or  nostrums,  or  who  shall  enter  into  a 
collusive  agreement  with  an  apothecary  to  receive  pecuniary  com- 
pensation or  patronage  for  sending  his  prescriptions  to  said  apothe- 
cary, or  who  prescribes  a  remedy  without  knowing  its  composition, 
or  who  shall  hereafter  give  a  certificate  in  favor  of  a  patent  remedy 
or  instrument,  shall  be  disqualified  from  becoming  or  remaining  a 
member  of  a  county  society. 

Sect.  4.  Every  county  society  shall  enforce  the  observance  by  its 
members  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  adopted  by  this  Society;  and  shall 
be  authorized  to  censure,  suspend,  or  expel  any  member  convicted 
of  violating  its  provisions. 

Sect.  6.  Any  member  of  a  county  society  who  is  censured,  sus- 
pended, or  expelled,  shall  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  censors  of 
the  district :  Provided^  the  said  appeal  be  filed  within  three  months 
after  the  date  of  said  act  of  censure^  suspension^  or  expulsion.  The 
decision  of  the  censors  shall  be  final.  Three  cenjsors  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum. 

Sect.  6.  Members  of  this  Society  shall  be  debarred  from  consult- 
ing or  afibrding  the  privileges  of  professional  intercourse  with  any 
member  who  has  been  expelled  from  his  county  society  for  profes- 
sional misconduct,  or  violation  of  the  Code  of  Ethics. 

Sect.  t.  Each  county  society  shall  have  a  right  to  make  a  fee-bill 
for  regulating  the  charges  of  its  members  for  professional  services. 

Sect.  8.  The  county  societies  shall  hold,  at  least,  two  meetings 
in  each  year. 

Sect.  9.  If  any  county  medical  society  shall  neglect  to  pay  the 
assessment  for  the  Transactions  of  any  preceding  year,  or  to  per- 
form all  such  acts  as  may  be  required  to  be  done  by  the  laws  of  this 
Society,  or  shall  commit  any  act  which  may  be  considered  deroga- 
tory to  the  honor  of  the  medical  profession,  such  county  society 
shall,  during  such  delinquency,  have  its  privileges  suspended,  and 
its  delegates  shall  not  be  entitled  to  seats  at  the  sessions  of  this 
VOL.  IX,  15 
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Society.  Neither  shall  any  permanent  member,  or  delegate  x 
officio^  connected  with  sach  county  society,  during  its  delinquency, 
be  entitled  to  a  seat. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

MEETINGS  or  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  Society  shall  hold  an  annual  meeting. 
ARTICLE  VIL 

or  THE  FUNDS. 

Funds  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  annual  meetings,  and 
current  expenses  of  the  Society,  shall  be  raised  by  an  assessment 
on  the  county  societies,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  delegates  to 
which  said  societies  may  be  entitled ;  and  each  permanent  member, 
who  is  in  attendance  as  such,  shall,  before  admission  to  a  seat,  pay 
an  assessment  of  three  dollars.  The  annual  income  of  this  Societjf 
other  than  from  real  estate,  however,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars. 

ARTICLE  VIIL 

ON  DISCIPLINE. 

The  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
the  regulations  contained  in  Article  V.  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be 
the  rules  for  the  goTcmment  and  discipline  of  the  members  of  this 
Society,  and  of  the  respective  county  societies  connected  with  it 

ARTICLE  IX. 

OF  THE  CENSORIAL  DISTRICTS. 

The  State  shall  be  divided  into  Six  Censorial  Districts. 
ARTICLE  X. 

TENURE  OF  OFFICE, 

The  present  officers  of  the  Society  shall  continue  in  office  until 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  until  their  successors 
shall  be  lawfully  chosen. 
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ARTICLE  XL 

AMENDMENTS. 

Every  proposal  for  altering  or  amending  this  Constitution  shall 
oe  made  in  writing ;  and,  if  such  alteration  or  amendment  receive 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  be  adopted ; 
but,  if  objections  be  made,  the  alteration  or  amendment  shall  lie  over 
until  the  next  annual  meeting,  when  it  may  be  adopted  by  a  majority 
of  two-thirds  of  the  voters  present 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


216  BY-LAWS   or   THl 


BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE  I. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings,  preserve 
order,  perform  such  other  duties  as  custom  and  parliamentary  usage 
may  require,  and  shall  open  the  annual  session  with  an  address. 
He  shall  not  be  eligible  two  terms  in  succession. 

Sect.  2.  The  Vice-Presidents,  when  called  upon,  shall  assist  the 
President  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and,  during  his  absence, 
or  at  his  request,  one  of  them,  in  the  order  of  their  seniority,  shall 
officiate  in  his  place. 

Sect.  3.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  corre- 
spondence, and  perform  such  other  duties  as  usually  appertain  to 
that  office. 

Sect.  4.  The  Recording  Secretaries  shall  keep  correct  minutes 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society.  They  shall,  in  all  cases,  notify 
the  chairmen  of  committees  of  their  appointments,  and  request 
them  to  answer  in  writing  whether  or  not  they  accept.  They  shall 
also  give  due  notice  of  the  annual  meetings.  The  Permanent 
Secretary  shall  take  charge  of  the  minute  books  and  other 
documents  of  the  Society  immediately  after  the  close  of  each 
session,  and  keep  them  during  the  intervals;  he  shall  also  have 
charge  of  all  other  papers  belonging  to  the  Society,  other  than 
those  appertaining  to  the  Treasurer  and  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Sect.  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  belonging  to  the 
Society,  and  disburse  them  as  directed,  preserving  vouchers  for  the 
same.  He  shall  annually  present  a  statement  of  the  finances  of 
the  Society,  which  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three 
delegates,  to  be  audited.  He  shall  give  security  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  his  duties,  whenever  the  Society  shall  judge  it 
requisite. 

Sect.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Censors  of  each  district  to 
examine  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  county  societies ;  and,  if 
they  find  nothing  in  the  said  laws  and  regulations  contrary  to  the 
letter  or  spirit  of  those  of  this  Society,  the  Censors  shall  indorse 
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on  them  the  word  "  approved,"  with  their  signatures  and  the  date 
of  such  approval,  and  transmit  one  copy  to  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  this  Society,  and  another  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
County  Society. 

Sect.  7.  It  shall  also  be  their  duty,  in  case  of  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  a  county  society  by  a  member  who  may  conceive  him- 
self aggrieved  thereby,  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and 
to  give  their  decision  thereon.  They  shall  report  their  decisions 
through  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  annually. 

ARTICLE  11. 

OF  THE  MEETINOS. 

The  time  of  the  meeting  shall  be  the  second  Wednesday  in  the 
month  of  June  of  each  year.  The  place  shall  be  determined,  for 
each  succeeding  year,  by  a  vote  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

OF  THE  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Sect.  1.  A  Standing  Committee  of  five  members  shall  be  ap- 
pointed annually,  a  majority  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  be  taken,  if 
possible,  from  the  county  in  which  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society 
is  to  be  held  ;  which  Committee  shall  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  the  annual  meeting,  and  report  their  proceedings  in 
writing  to  the  Society.  This  Committee  shall  also  act  as  the 
Committee  on  Credentials. 

Sect.  2.  The  Committee  of  Publication  shall  consist  of  seven 
members,  of  which  the  Recording,  the  Permanent,  and  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretaries,  and  the  Treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  shall 
form  part,  the  remainder  to  be  selected  from  the  body  of  the 
Society.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Publication  to 
prepare  from  the  reports  of  the  County  Societies  a  statistical  State 
Report,  which  shall  present  in  brief  and  together  all  the  points  of 
interest  contained  in  said  reports ;  but  to  exercise  discretionary 
power  to  publish  er  not  any  or  all  of  the  papers  referred  to  it, 
excepting  only  those  recommended  by  the  Standing  Committee. 

Sect.  3.  The  Committee  of  Publication  shall  issue  the  Transac- 
tions in  parts^  to  be  paged  continuously ;  and,  when  as  many  are 
issued  as  will  form  a  volume  of  about  500  pages,  shall  append  an 
index  and  title  to  the  last  part. 

Sect.  4.  The  Committee  of  Nomination  shall  designate  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Publication,  who  shall  be  a  resident 
of  the  place  at  which  the  Transactions  are  to  be  published. 
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Seot.  5.  A  Standing  Committee  of  three  members  shall  be 
appointed  annually,  who  shall  examine  all  sach  papers  as  may  be 
referred  to  them  by  connty  societies  during  the  interim  of  the 
sessions  of  this  Society,  recommeiid  such  as  they  may  deem  worthy 
for  publication  in  the  Transactions^  and  select  one  or  more  to  be 
read  and  discussed  by  the  Society ;  provided,  that  the  papers  to 
be  read  and  discussed  shall  not  exceed  in  length  three  pages  of 
foolscap. 

ARTICLE  lY. 

OF  THE  CENSORIAL  DISTBIOTS. 

Seot.  1.  The  first  Censorial  District  shall  comprise  the  counties 
of  Philadelphia,  Delaware,  Chester,  Montgomery,  Bucks,  Lehigh, 
Berks,  Schuylkill,  Lebanon,  Dauphin,  and  Lancaster. 

Sect.  2.  The  second,  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Carbon, 
Monroe,  Pike,  Wayne,  Susquehanna,  Wyoming,  Luzerne,  Colum- 
bia, Montour,  Northumberland,  and  Bradford. 

Sect.  3.  The  third,  of  Lycoming,  Tioga,  Potter,  Cameron, 
Clinton,  Sullivan,  Centre,  and  Union. 

Sect.  4.  The  fourth,  of  Mifflin,  Snyder,  Juniata,  Huntingdon, 
Perry,  Cumberland,  Adams,  York,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Blair,  and 
Bedford. 

Sect.  5.  The  fifth,  of  Beaver,  Allegheny,  Washington,  Greene, 
Payette,  Westmoreland,  Somerset,  Cambria,  Indiana,  Armstrong, 
and  Butler. 

Sect.  6.  The  sixth,  of  Mercer,  Lawrence,  Venango,  Clarion, 
Jefferson,  Crawford,  Erie,  Warren,  Forest,  Elk,  McKean,  and 
Clearfield ;  and  such  counties  as  have  been,  or  may  be  formed  of 
the  above  counties  in  each  district. 

Seot.  7.  For  the  present,  the  Censors  for  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Districts  shall  be  elected  •  conjointly,  and  shall  have  full  and 
complete  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  in  either  of  these  districts. 

ARTICLE  V. 

OF  THE  COUNTY  SOCIETIES. 

Sect.  1.  As  soon  as  a  county  society  is  organized,  the  Secretary 
thereof  shall  transmit  to  the  Censors  of  the  district  two  copies  of 
its  rules  and  regulations,  with  the  names  of  the  officers  and 
members ;  and,  as  soon  as  one  of  the  said  copies  is  returned  with 
the  approval  of  the  said  Censors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  the 
Society  shall  be  authorized  to  elect  one  delegate  to  this  Society 
for  every  five  of  its  members,  and  one  additional  delegate  for 
every  fractional  part  over  one-half,  and  one  delegate  where  the 
society  does  not  consist  of  five  members. 
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SsGl:.  2.  The  county  societies  shall  report  annually  to  this  Society 
a  list  of  their  officers  and  members,  any  new  rules  which  they  may 
adopt,  and  such  other  matters  as  they  may  deem  interesting. 

Sect.  3.  Each  county  society  shall  have  full  authority  to  adopt 
Buch  measures  as  it  may  deem  most  efficient  for  mutual  improvement, 
for  exciting  a  spirit  of  emulation,  for  facilitating  the  dissemination 
of  useful  information,  for  promoting  friendly  intercourse  among  its 
members,  and  for  the  advancement  of  medical  science. 

Sect.  4.  Each  report  from  a  county  society  which  exceeds  three 
pages  of  foolscap  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  brief  abstract,  which 
latter  only  shall  be  read  before  this  Society. 

Sect.  5.  Each  county  society  shall  append  to  its  annual  report 
brief  notices  of  such  of  its  members  as  may  have  died  during  the 
year. 

Seot.  6.  The  secretaries  of  the  county  societies,  at  least  two 
weeks  before  each  annual  session  of  this  Society,  shall  forward 
certified  lists  of  their  respective  delegates  to  the  Permanent  Secre- 
tary, who  shall  therefrom  prepare  a  list  of  all  the  delegates  to  be 
handed  to  the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

Sect.  7.  County  societies  shall  encourage  the  preparation  of  brief 
papers  by  their  members,  communicating  the  results  of  their  obser- 
vations and  experiments  in  medicine  and  surgery,  and  particularly 
in  regard  to  new  remedies,  and  the  new  application  of  old  remedies, 
or  notes  of  rare  and  interesting  cases ;  and  refer  such  of  these  papers 
as  they  may  deem  meritorious  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  this 
Society  for  examination,  discussion,  or  publication,  as  the  latter 
may  direct. 

ARTICLE  VI. 
deleoates. 

Sect.  1.  The  delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association  and 
to  the  several  State  societies  shall'  report  briefly,  in  writing,  such 
items  of  general  interest  as  may  have  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
bodies  to  which  they  were  respectively  delegated. 

Seot.  2.  Should  any  representative  Arom  this  Society  to  a  sister 
society,  or  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  find  that  he  shall 
not  be  able  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  appointment,  he  shall,  in 
due  time,  notify  the  President  of  this  Society,  who,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Censors  of  the  district  to  which  the  representative  belongs, 
shall  appoint  some  member  to  supply  his  place. 
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ARTICLE  YIL 

OP  THE  OBDEB  OP  BUSINESS. 

1.  The  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Yice-Presidents, 
shall  call  to  order;  or,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  all  these  officers,  a, 
chairman  shall  be  appointed  pro  tempore. 

2.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  and  Credentials. 

3.  Calling  the  roll. 

4.  President's  address. 

5.  Reading  the  minutes. 

6.  Any  business  which  requires  early  consideration  may,  by  per- 
mission, be  introduced. 

Y.  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

8.  Reports  from  the  county  societies. 

9.  The  correspondence  shall  be  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary. 

10.  Reports  from  the  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation and  State  societies. 

11.  Written  communications  on  medical  subjects  may  be  read 
and  discussed. 

12.  Oral  communications  may  be  made  and  discussed. 

13.  Resolutions  introducing  new  business. 

14.  The  selection  of  a  place  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

15.  Election  of  officers. 

16.  Unfinished  and  miscellaneous  business. 
IT.  Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  Yin. 

PROVISIONS  POB  AMENDMENTS. 

Every  proposal  for  altering  or  amending  these  By-Laws  shall  be 
made  in  writing ;  and  if  such  alteration  or  amendment  receive  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  be  adopted ;  but 
if  objections  be  made,  the  alteration  or  amendment  shall  lie  over 
until  the  next  annual  meeting,  when,  if  it  receive  the  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  voters  present,  it  shall  be  adopted. 
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STANDING  RESOLUTIONS. 


The  Society  ordered  fifty  copies  of  the  Transactions^  over  the 
nnmber  requisite  for  distribution  by  the  Society,  to  be  published. 
(Tide  Transactions  for  1863,  p.  174.) 

Resolved^  That  the  members  of  this  Society  deem  it  unadvisable 
to  send  their  students  to  schools  whose  teachers  do  not  become 
members  of  a  county  society.  (Vide  Transactions  for  1866,  page 
18.) 

Besolvedj  That  this  Society  earnestly  recommends  to  the  county 
societies  the  annual  registration  of  all  the  regular  practitioners  of 
the  State,  and  that  the  names  and  residences  of  such  practitioners, 
with  the  names  of  the  schools  in  which  they  may  have  graduated 
and  the  date  of  their  diplomas,  be  annually  reported  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  each  new  year,  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  reported  by  him  at  each  annual  meet- 
ing.    (Vide  Transactions  for  1869,  page  275.) 

Whereas^  The  meetings  of  this  Society  are  a  cause  of  great 
trouble  and  expense  to  the  physicians  of  the  place  where  they  are 
held,  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  hereafter  all  public  entertainments  on  their  part 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  instead  thereof  there  shall  be  an  annual 
dinner,  towards  the  payment  of  which  each  member  subscribing  to 
it  shall  contribute  an  equal  sum.  (Tide  Transactions  for  1870, 
page  23.) 

Resolved^  That  this  provision  is  not  designed  to  conflict  in  any 
manner  with  the  acceptance  on  the  part  of  the  Society  of  private 
entertainments  by  physicians  and  citizens  of  the  place  of  meeting. 
{Ibid:) 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  omit  from  the  roll 
of  permanent  members,  according  to  the  Constitution,  all  names  in 
regard  to  which  they  have  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  are  no 
longer  retained  on  the  roll  of  members  of  the  county  society  from 
which  they  were  originally  delegated,  or  through  which  they  ob- 
tained their  permanent  membership  in  this  Society.  (Vide  Trans- 
actions for  1870,  page  26.) 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  be  also  instructed  to  print  here- 
after, for  convenient  reference,  the  names  of  the  ofllcers  and  mem- 
bers of  all  the  county  societies, "together,  at  the  end  of  each  number 
of  the  Transactions^  in  alphabetical  order,  the  ofllcers  of  said  socie- 
ties to  be  designated  by  their  appropriate  initials.     (Ibid.) 

Resolvedj  That  in  order  that  the  Transactions  may  serve  more 
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fully  as  a  directory  for  learning  the  names  and  residences  of  the 
respectable  practitioners  in  the  counties  in  which  county  organiza- 
tions exist,  the  societies  be  again  urged  to  carry  out  more  faithfully 
the  law  of  this  Society,  requiring  each  county  society  to  furnish 
annually  for  publication  a  correct  list  of  its  officers  and  members. 

Resolved^  That  since  many  numbers  of  the  Transactions  are 
entirely  out  of  print,  the  Permanent  Secretary  and  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  exchange  any  numbers  of  the  Transactions  of  which 
there  are  on  hand  more  than  five  copies  for  any  number  of  which 
the  Society  has  none.    (Ibid.) 

Resolved^  That  in  the  future  a  business  committee  of  three  [shall] 
be  appointed  [at  the  beginning  of  each  annual  session],  to  whom 
all  matters  shall  be  referred  before  being  brought  before  the  Society 
for  action.    (Vide  Transactions  for  1870,  page  27.) 
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OP  THE  DITTIES  OP  PHYSICIANS  TO  THEIR  PATIENTS,  AND  OP  THE 
OBLIGATIONS  OF  PATIENTS  TO  THEIR  PHYSICIANS. 

Art.  I. — Duties  of  physicians  to  their  patients. 

§  1.  A  physician  should  not  only  be  ever  ready  to  obey  the  calls 
of  the  sick,  but  his  mind  ought  also  to  be  imbued  with  the  greatness 
of  his  mission,  and  the  responsibility  he  habitually  incurs  in  its  dis- 
charge. Those  obligations  are  the  more  deep  and  enduring,  because 
there  is  no  tribunal  other  than  his  own  conscience  to  adjudge  penal- 
ties for  carelessness  or  neglect.  Physicians  should,  therefore,  min- 
ister to  the  sick  with  due  impressions  of  the  importance  of  their 
office ;  reflecting  that  the  ease,  the  health,  and  the  lives  of  those 
committed  to  their  charge  depend  on  their  skill,  attention,  and  fide- 
lity. They  should  study,  also,  in  their  deportment,  so  to  unite  ten- 
derness  with  firmness^  and  condescension  with  authority^  as  to  inspire 
the  minds  of  their  patients  with  gratitude,  respect,  and  confidence. 

§  2.  Every  case  committed  to  the  charge  of  a  physician  should 
be  treated  with  attention,  steadiness,  and  humanity.  Reasonable 
indulgence  should  be  granted  to  the  mental  imbecility  and  caprices 
of  the  sick.  Secrecy  and  delicacy,  when  required  by  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, should  be  strictly  observed ;  and  the  familiar  and 
confidential  intercourse  to  which  physicians  are  admitted  in  their 
professional  visits,  should  be  used  with  discretion,  and  with  the 
most  scrupulous  regard  to  fidelity  and  honor*  The  obligation  of 
secrecy  extends  beyond  the  period  of  professional  services ; — ^none 
of  the  privacies  of  personal  and  domestic  life,  no  infirmity  of  dispo- 
sition or  fiaw  of  character  observed  during  professional  attendance, 
should  ever  be  divulged  by  the  physician  except  when  he  is  impera- 
tively required  to  do  so.  The  force  and  necessity  of  this  obligation 
are  indeed  so  great,  that  professional  men  have,  under  certain  cir- 
cnmstances,  been  protected  in  their  observance  of  secrecy  by  courts 
of  justice. 
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§  3.  Frequent  visits  to  the  sick  are  in  general  requisite,  since  they 
enable  the  physician  to  arrive  at  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
disease — to  meet  promptly  every  change  which  may  occur,  and  also 
tend  to  preserve  the  confidence  of  the  patient.  But  unnecessary 
visits  are  to  be  avoided,  as  they  give  useless  anxiety  to  the  patient, 
tend  to  diminish  the  authority  of  the  physician,  and  render  him  lia- 
ble to  be  suspected  of  interested  motives. 

§  4.  A  physician  should  not  be  forward  to  make  gloomy  prognos- 
tications, because  they  savor  of  empiricism,  by  magnifying  the  import- 
ance of  his  services  in  the  treatment  or  cure  of  the  disease.  But  he 
should  not  fail,  on  proper  occasions,  to  give  to  the  friends  of  the 
patient  timely  notice  of  danger  when  it  really  occurs ;  and  even  to 
the  patient  himself,  if  absolutely  necessary.  This  office,  however,  is 
so  peculiarly  alarming  when  executed  by  him,  that  it  ought  to  be  de- 
clined whenever  it  can  be  assigned  to  any  other  person  of  sufficient 
judgment  and  delicacy.  For  the  physician  should  be  the  minister 
of  hope  and  comfort  to  the  sick ;  that,  by  such  cordials  to  the  droop- 
ing spirit,  he  may  smooth  the  bed  of  death,  revive  expiring  life,  and 
counteract  the  depressing  influence  of  those  maladies  which  often 
disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  most  resigned  in  their  last  moments. 
The  life  of  a  sick  person  can  be  shortened  not  only  by  the  acts,  bat 
also  by  the  words  or  the  manner,  of  a  physician.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
sacred  duty  to  guard  himself  carefully  in  this  respect,  and  to  avoid 
all  things  which  have  a  tendency  to  discourage  the  patient  and  to 
depress  his  spirits. 

§  5.  A  physician  ought  not  to  abandon  a  patient  because  the  case 
is  deemed  incurable ;  for  his  attendance  may  continue  to  be  highly 
useful  to  the  patient,  and  comforting  to  the  relatives  around  him, 
even  in  the  last  period  of  a  fatal  malady,  by  alleviating  pain  and 
other  symptoms,  and  by  soothing  mental  anguish.  To  decline  at- 
tendance, under  such  circumstances,  would  be  sacrificing,  to  fanciful 
delicacy  and  mistaken  liberality,  that  moral  duty,  which  is  independ- 
ent of,  and  far  superior  to,  all  pecuniary  consideration. 

§  6.  Consultations  should  be  i^rorooted  in  difficult  or  protracted 
cases,  as  they  give  rise  to  confidence,  energy,  and  more  enlarged 
views  in  practice. 

§  Y.  The  opportunity  which  a  physician  not  unfrequently  enjoys 
of  promoting  and  strengthening  the  good  resolutions  of  his  patient, 
suffering  under  the  consequences  of  vicious  conduct,  ought  never 
to  be  neglected.  His  counsels,  or  even  remonstrances,  will  give 
satisfaction,  not  offlence,  if  they  be  profffered  with  politeness,  and 
evince  a  genuine  love  of  virtue,  accompanied  by  sincere  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  person  to  whom  they  are  addressed. 
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Aet.  II. — Obligations  of  patients  to  their  physicians, 

§  1.  The  members  of  the  medical  profession,  upon  whom  is  en- 
joined the  performance  of  so  many  important  and  arduous  duties 
towards  the  community,  and  who  are  required  to  make  so  many 
sacrifices  of  comfort,  ease,  and  health,  for  the  welfare  of  those  who 
avail  themselves  of  their  services,  certainly  have  a  right  to  expect 
and  require,  that  their  patients  should  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the 
duties  which  they  owe  to  their  medical  attendants. 

§  2.  The  first  duty  of  a  patient  is  to  select  as  his  medical  adviser 
one  who  has  received  a  regular  professional  education.  In  no  trade 
or  occupation  do  mankind  rely  on  the  skill  of  an  untaught  artist ; 
and  in  medicine,  confessedly  the  most  difficult  and  intricate  of  the 
sciences,  the  world  ought  not  to  suppose  that  knowledge  is  intuitive. 

§  3.  Patients  should  prefer  a  physician  whose  habits  of  life  are 
regular,  and  who  is  not  devoted  to  company,  pleasure,  or  to  any 
pursuit  incompatible  with  his  professional  obligations.  A  patient 
should,  also,  confide  the  care  of  himself  and  family,  as  much  as 
possible,  to  one  physician ;  for  a  medical  man  who  has  become 
acquainted  with  the  peculiarities  of  constitution,  habits,  and  pre- 
dispositions of  those  he  attends,  is  more  likely  to  be  successful  in 
bis  treatment  than  one  who  does  not  possess  that  knowledge. 

A  patient  who  has  thus  selected  his  physician  should  always 
apply  for  advice  in  what  may  appear  to  him  trivial  cases,  for  the 
most  fatal  results  often  supervene  on  the  slightest  accidents.  It  is 
of  still  more  importance  that  he  should  apply  for  assistance,  in  the 
forming  stage  of  violent  diseases ;  it  is  to  a  neglect  of  this  precept 
that  medicine  owes  much  of  the  uncertainty  and  imperfection  with 
which  it  has  been  reproached. 

§  4.  Patients  should  faithfully  and  unreservedly  communicate  to 
their  physician  the  supposed  cause  of  their  disease.  This  is  the 
more  important,  as  many  diseases  of  a  mental  origin  simulate  those 
depending  on  external  causes,  and  yet  are  only  to  be  cured  by 
ministering  to  the  mind  diseased.  A  patient  should  never  be  afraid 
of  thus  making  his  physician  his  friend  and  adviser ;  he  should 
always  bear  in  mind  that  a  medical  man  is  under  the  strongest 
obligations  of  secrecy.  Even  the  female  sex  should  never  allow 
feelings  of  shame  or  delicacy  to  prevent  their  disclosing  the  seat, 
symptoms,  and  causes  of  complaints  peculiar  to  them.  However 
commendable  a  modest  reserve  may  be  in  the  common  occurrences 
of  life,  its  strict  observance  in  medicine  is  often  attended  with  the 
most  serious  consequences,  and  a  patient  may  sink  under  a  painful 
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and  loathsome  disease  which  might  have  been  readily  prev^ted 
had  timely  intimation  been  given  to  the  physician. 

§  6.  A  patient  should  never  weary  his  physician  with  a  tedious 
detail  of  events  or  matters  not  appertaining  to  his  disease.  Sren 
as  relates  to  his  actual  symptoms,  he  will  convey  much  more  real 
information  by  giving  clear  answers  to  interrogatories,  than  by 
the  most  minute  account  of  his  own  framing.  Neither  should  he 
obtrude  upon  his  physician  the  details  of  his  business  nor  the 
history  of  his  family  concerns. 

§  6.  The  obedience  of  a  patient  to  the  prescriptions  of  his  phy- 
sician should  be  prompt  and  implicit.    He  should  never  permit  his 
own  crude  opinions  as  to  their  fitness  to  influence  his  attention  to 
them.    A  failure  in  one  particular  may  render  an  otherwise  judicioos 
treatment  dangerous,  and  even  fatal.    This  remark  is  equally  appli- 
cable to  diet,  drink,  and  exercise.    As  patients  become  convalescent, 
they  are  very  apt  to  suppose  that  the  rules  prescribed  for  them 
may  be  disregarded,  and  the  consequence,  but  too  often,  is  a  relapse. 
Patients  should  never  allow  themselves  to  be  persuaded  to  take 
any  medicine  whatever,  that  may  be  recommended  to  them  by  the 
self-constituted  doctors  and  doctresses  who  are  so  frequently  met 
with,  and  who  pretend  to  possess  infallible  remedies  for  the  core  of 
every  disease.    However  simple  some  of  their  prescriptions  may 
appear  to  be,  it  often  happens  that  they  are  productive  of  much 
mischief,  and  in  all  cases  they  are  injurious,  by  contravening  the 
plan  of  treatment  adopted  by  the  physician. 

§  T.  A  patient  should,  if  possible,  avoid  even  the  friendly  visUs 
of  a  physician  who  is  not  attending  him — and  when  he  does  receive 
them,  he  should  never  converse  on  the  subject  of  his  disease,  as  an 
observation  may  be  made,  without  any  intention  of  interference, 
which  may  destroy  his  confidence  in  the  course  he  is  pursuing, 
and  induce  him  to  neglect  the  directions  prescribed  to  him.  A 
patient  should  never  send  for  a  consulting  physician  without  the 
express  consent  of  his  own  medical  attendant.  It  is  of  great  im- 
portance that  physicians  should  act  in  concert ;  for,  although  their 
modes  of  treatment  may  be  attended  with  equal  success  when  em- 
ployed singly,  yet  conjointly  they  are  very  likely  to  be  productive 
of  disastrous  results. 

§  8.  When  a  patient  wishes  to  dismiss  his  physician,  justice  and 
common  courtesy  require  that  he  should  declare  his  reasons  for  so 
doing. 

§  9.  Patients  should  always,  when  practicable,  send  for  their 
physician  in  the  morning,  before  his  usual  hour  of  going  out ;  for, 
by  being  early  aware  of  the  visits  he  has  to  pay  during  the  day, 
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the  physician  is  able  to  apportion  bis  time  in  sucb  a  manner  as  to 
prevent  an  interference  of  engagements.  Patients  sbould  also 
avoid  calling  on  their  medical  adviser  unnecessarily  during  the 
hours  devoted  to  meals  or  sleep.  They  should  always  be  in  readi- 
ness to  receive  the  visits  of  their  physician,  as  the  detention  of  a 
few  minutes  is  often  of  serious  inconvenience  to  him.  • 

§  10.  A  patient  should,  after  his  recovery,  entertain  a  just  and 
enduring  sense  of  the  value  of  the  services  rendered  him  by  his 
physician;  for  these  are  of  such  a  character,  that  no  mere  pecuniary 
acknowledgment  can  repay  or  cancel  them. 

OP  THE  DUTIES  OP  PHYSICIANS  TO  BACH  OTHEE,  AND  TO  THE 
PEOPESSION  AT  LAEGE. 

Abt.  I. — Duties  for  the  support  of  professional  character. 

§  1.  Every  individual,  on  entering  the  profession,  as  he  becomes 
thereby  entitled  to  all  its  privileges  and  immunities,  incurs  an  obli- 
gation to  exert  his  best  abilities  to  maintain  its  dignity  and  honor, 
to  exalt  its  standing,  and  to  extend  the  bounds  of  its  usefulness. 
He  should,  therefore,  observe  strictly  such  laws  as  are  instituted 
for  the  government  of  its  members ; — should  avoid  all  contumelious 
and  sarcastic  remarks  relative  to  the  faculty  as  a  body ;  and  while, 
by  unwearied  diligence,  he  resorts  to  every  honorable  means  of 
enriching  the  science,  he  should  entertain  a  due  respect  for  his 
seniors,  who  have,  by  their  labors,  brought  it  to  the  elevated 
condition  in  which  he  finds  it. 

§  2.  There  is  no  profession,  from  the  members  of  which  greater 
purity  of  character,  and  a  higher  standard  of  moral  excellence,  are 
required,  than  the  medical ;  and  to  attain  such  eminence  is  a  duty 
every  physician  owes  alike  to  his  profession  and  to  his  patients. 
It  is  due  to  the  latter,  as  without  it  he  cannot  command  their 
respect  and  confidence,  and  to  both  because  no  scientific  attain- 
ments can  compensate  for  the  want  of  correct  moral  principles. 
It  is  also  incumbent  upon  the  faculty  to  be  temperate  in  all  things, 
for  the  practice  of  physic  requires  the  unremitting  exercise  of  a 
clear  and  vigorous  understanding ;  and,  on  emergencies  for  which 
no  professional  man  should  be  unprepared,  a  steady  hand,  an  acute 
eye,  and  an  unclouded  head  may  be  essential  to  the  well-being,  and 
even  to  the  life,  of  a  fellow-creature. 

§  3.  It  is  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  profession  to  resort  to 
public  advertisements,  or  private  cards,  or  handbills,  inviting  the 
attention  of  individuals  affected  with  particular  diseases — publicly 
offering  advice  and  medicine  to  the  poor  gratis,  or  promising 
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radical  cures;  or  to  publish  cases  and  operations  in  the  daily 
prints,  or  suffer  such  publications  to  be  made ;  to  invite  laymen  to 
be  present  at  operations,  to  boast  of  cures  and  remedies,  to  adduce 
certificates  of  skill  and  success,  or  to  perform  any  other  similar 
acts.  These  are  the  ordinary  practices  of  empirics,  and  are  highly 
reprehensible  in  a  regular  physician. 

§  4.  Equally  derogatory  to  professional  character  is  it  for  a 
physician  to  hold  a  patent  for  any  surgical  instrument  or  medicine; 
or  to  dispense  a  secret  nostrum^  whether  it  be  the  composition  or 
exclusive  "property  of  himself  or  of  others.  For,  if  such  nostrum 
be  of  real  efficacy,  any  concealment  regarding  it  is  inconsistent 
with  beneficence  and  professional  liberality ;  and  if  mystery  alone 
give  it  value  and  importance,  such  craft  implies  either  disgraceful 
ignorance  or  fraudulent  avarice.  It  is  also  reprehensible  for 
physicians  to  give  certificates  attesting  the  efficacy  of  patent  or 
secret  medicines,  or  in  any  way  to  promote  the  use  of  them. 

Art.  II. — Professional  services  of  physicians  to  each  other. 

§  1.  All  practitioners  of  medicine,  their  wives,  and  their  children 
while  under  the  paternal  care,  are  entitled  to  the  gratuitous  ser- 
vices of  any  one  or  more  of  the  (faculty  residing  near  them,  whose 
assistance  may  be  desired.  A  physician  afflicted  with  disease  is 
usually  an  incompetent  judge  of  his  own  case;  and  the  natural 
anxiety  and  solicitude  which  he  experiences  at  the  sickness  of  a 
wife,  a  child,  or  any  one  who,  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity,  is  ren- 
dered peculiarly  dear  to  him,  tend  to  obscure  his  judgment,  and 
produce  timidity  and  irresolution  in  his  practice.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, medical  men  are  peculiarly  dependent  upon  each  other, 
and  kind  offices  and  professional  aid  should  always  be  cheerfully 
and  gratuitously  afforded.  Visits  ought  not,  however,  to  be  ob- 
truded officiously;  as  such  unasked  civility  may  give  rise  to 
embarrassment,  or  interfere  with  that  choice  on  which  confidence 
depends.  But,  if  a  distant  member  of  the  faculty,  whose  circum- 
stances are  affluent,  request  attendance,  and  an  honorarium  be 
offered,  it  should  not  be  declined;  for  no  pecuniary  obligation 
ought  to  be  imposed,  which  the  party  receiving  it  would  wish  not 
to  incur. 

Art.  III. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  as  respects  vicarious  offices. 

§  1.  The  afiairs  of  life,  the  pursuit  of  health,  and  the  various 
accidents  and  contingencies  to  which  a  medical  man  is  peculiarly 
exposed,  sometimes  require  him  temporarily  to  withdraw  from  his 
duties  to  his  patients,  and  to  request  some  of  his  professional 
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brethren  to  officiate  for  him.  Compliance  with  this  request  is  an 
act  of  courtesy,  which  should  always  be  performed  with  the  utmost 
consideration  for  the  interest  and  character  of  the  family  physician, 
and,  when  exercised  for  a  short  period,  all  the  pecuniary  obligations 
for  such  service  should  be  awarded  to  him.  But,  if  a  member  of 
the  profession  neglect  his  business  in  quest  of  pleasure  and  amuse- 
ment, he  cannot  be  considered  as  entitled  to  the  advantages  of  the 
frequent  and  long-continued  exercise  of  this  fraternal  courtesy, 
without  awarding  to  the  physician  who  officiates  the  fees  arising 
from  the  discharge  of  his  professional  duties. 

In  obstetrical  and  important  surgical  cases,  which  give  rise  to 
unusual  fatigue,  anxiety,  and  responsibility,  it  is  just  that  the 
fees  accruing  therefrom  should  be  awarded  to  the  physician  who 
officiates. 

Aet.  IV. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  in  regard  to  consultations. 

§  1.  A  regular  medical  education  furnishes  the  only  presump- 
tive evidence  of  professional  abilities  and  acquirements,  and  ought 
to  be  the  only  acknowledged  right  of  an  individual  to  the  exercise 
and  honors  of  his  profession*  Nevertheless,  as  in  consultations 
the  good  of  the  patient  is  the  sole  object  in  view,  and  this  is  often 
dependent  on  personal  confidence,  no  intelligent  regular  practitioner, 
who  has  a  license  to  practise  from  some  medical  board  of  known 
and  acknowledged  respectability  recognized  by  the  American  Med- 
ical Association,  and  who  is  in  good  moral  and  professional  standing 
in  the  place  in  which  he  resides,  should  b^  fastidiously  excluded 
from  fellowship,  or  his  aid  refused  in  consultation  when  it  is  re- 
quested by  the  patient.  But  no  one  can  be  considered  as  a  regular 
practitioner,  or  a  fit  associate  in  consultation,  whose  practice  is 
based  on  an  exclusive  dogma,  to  the  rejection  of  the  accumulated 
experience  of  the  profession,  and  of  the  aids  actually  furnished  by 
anatomy,  physiology,  pathology,  and  organic  chemistry. 

§  2.  In  consultations,  no  rivalship  or  jealousy  should  be  in- 
dulged ;  candor,  probity,  and  all  due  respect  should  be  exercised 
towards  the  physician  having  charge  of  the  case. 

§  3.  In  consultations,  the  attending  physician  should  be  the  first 
to  propose  the  necessary  questions  to  the  sick;  after  which  the  con- 
sulting physician  should  have  the  opportunity  to  make  such  further 
inquiries  of  the  patient  as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  him  of  the 
true  character  of  the  case.  Both  physicians  should  then  retire  to  a 
private  place  for  deliberation ;  and  the  one  first  in  attendance  should 
communicate  the  directions  agreed  upon  to  the  patient  or  his  friends, 
as  well  as  any  opinions  which  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  express. 
VOL.  IX.  16 
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But  no  statement  or  discussion  of  it  should  take  place  before  the 
patient  or  his  friends,  except  in  the  presence  of  all  the  faculty  at- 
tending, and  by  their  common  consent ;  and  no  opinions  or  prognos- 
tications should  be  delivered  which  are  not  the  result  of  previous 
deliberation  and  concurrence. 

§  4.  In  consultations,  the  physician  in  attendance  should  deliver 
his  opinion  first;  and,  when  there  are  several  consulting,  they  should 
deliver  their  opinions  in  the  order  in  which  they  have  been  called 
in.  No  decision,  however,  should  restrain  the  attending  physician 
from  making  such  variations  in  the  mode  of  treatment  as  any  sub- 
sequent  unexpected  change  in  the  character  t)f  the  case  may  demand. 
But  such  variation  and  the  reasons  for  it  ought  to  be  carefully  de- 
tailed at  the  next  meeting  in  consultation.  The  same  privilege 
belongs  also  to  the  consulting  physician  if  he  is  sent  for  in  an  emer- 
gency, when  the  regular  attendant  is  out  of  the  way,  and  similar 
explanations  must  be  made  by  him  at  the  next  consultation. 

§  6.  The  utmost  punctuality  should  be  observed  in  the  visits  of 
physicians  when  they  are  to  hold  consultation  together,  and  this  is 
generally  practicable,  for  society  has  been  considerate  enough  to 
allow  the  plea  of  a  professional  engagement  to  take  precedence  of 
all  others,  and  to  be  an  ample  reason  for  the  relinquishment  of  any 
present  occupation.  But,  as  professional  engagements  may  some- 
times interfere,  and  delay  one  of  the  parties,  the  physician  who  first 
arrives  should  wait  for  his  associate  a  reasonable  period,  after  which 
the  consultation  should  be  considered  as  postponed  to  a  new  ap- 
pointment. If  it  be  the  attending  physician  who  is  present,  he  will 
of  course  see  the  patient  and  prescribe ;  but  if  it  be  the  consulting 
one,  he  should  retire,  except  in  case  of  emergency,  or  when  he  has 
been  called  from  a  considerable  distance,  in  which  latter  case  he 
may  examine  the  patient,  and  give  his  opinion  in  writing^  and  under 
seal,  to  be  delivered  to  his  associate. 

§  6.  In  consultations,  theoretical  discussions  should  be  avoided, 
AS  occasioning  perplexity  and  loss  of  time.  For  there  may  be  much 
diversity  of  opinion  concerning  speculative  points,  with  perfect 
agreement  in  those  modes^  of  practice  which  are  founded,  not  on 
hypothesis,  but  on  experience  and  observation. 

§  T.  All  discussions  in  consultation  should  be  held  as  secret  and 
confidential.  Neither  by  words  nor  manner  should  any  of  the 
parties  to  a  consultation  assert  or  insinuate  that  any  part  of  the 
treatment  pursued  did  not  receive  his  assent.  The  responsibility 
must  be  equally  divided  between  the  medical  attendants — ^they 
must  equally  share  the  credit  of  success  as  well  as  the  blame  of 
failure. 
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§  8.  Should  an  irreconcilable  diversity  of  opinion  occur  when 
several  physicians  are  called  upon  to  consult  together,  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  should  be  considered  as  decisive ;  but,  if  the  num- 
bers be  equal  on  each  side,  then  the  decision  should  rest  with  the 
attending  physician.  It  may,  moreover,  sometimes  happen,  that 
two  physicians  cannot  agree  in  their  views  of  the  nature  of  a  case, 
and  the  treatment  to  be  pursued.  This  is  a  circumstance  much  to 
be  deplored,  and  should  always  be  avoided,  if  possible,  by  mutual 
concessions,  as  far  as  they  can  be  justified  by  a  conscientious  regard 
for  the  dictates  of  judgment.  But,  in  the  event  of  its  occurrence,  a 
third  physician  should,  if  practicable,  be  called  to  act  as  umpire;  and 
if  circumstances  prevent  the  adoption  of  this  course,  it  must  be  left 
to  the  patient  to  select  the  physician  in  whom  he  is  most  willing  to 
confide.  But,  as  every  physician  relies  upon  the  rectitude  of  his 
judgment,  he  should,  when  left  in  the  minority,  politely  and  consist- 
ently retire  from  any  further  deliberation  in  the  consultation,  or 
participation  in  the  management  of  the  case. 

§  9.  As  circumstances  sometimes  occur  to  render  a  special  con- 
sultation desirable,  when  the  continued  attendance  of  two  physicians 
might  be  objectionable  to  the  patient,  the  member  of  the  faculty 
whose  assistance  is  required  in  such  cases  should  sedulously  guard 
against  all  future  unsolicited  attendance.  As  such  consultations 
require  an  extraordinary  portion  both  of  time  and  attention,  at 
least  a  double  honorarium  may  be  reasonably  expected. 

§  10.  A  physician  who  is  called  upon  to  consiilt  should  observe 
the  most  honorable  and  scrupulous  regard  for  the  character  and 
standing  of  the  practitioner  in  attendance ;  the  practice  of  the  lat- 
ter, if  necessary,  should  be  justified  as  far  as  it  can  be,  consistently 
with  a  conscientious  regard  for  truth,  and  no  hint  or  insinuation 
should  be  thrown  out  which  could  impair  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him,  or  afiect  his  reputation.  The  consulting  physician  should 
also  carefully  refrain  from  any  of  those  extraordinary  attentions  or 
assiduities,  which  are  too  often  practised  by  the  dishonest  for  the 
bas^  purpose  of  gaining  applause,  or  ingratiating  themselves  into 
the  favor  of  families  and  individuals. 

Art.  V. — Duties  of  physicians  in  cases  of  interference. 

§  1.  Medicine  is  a  liberal  profession,  and  those  admitted  into  its 
ranks  should  found  their  expectations  of  practice  upon  the  extent 
of  their  qualifications,  not  intrigue  or  artifice. 

§  2.  A  physician,  in  his  intercourse  with  a  patient  under  the  care 
of  another  practitioner,  should  observe  the  strictest  caution  and 
reserve.    No  meddling  inquiries  should  be  made,  no  disingenuous 
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hints  given  relative  to  the  nature  and  treatment  of  his  disorder,  nor 
any  course  of  conduct  pursued  that  may  directly  or  indirectly  tend 
to  diminish  the  trust  reposed  in  the  physician  employed. 

§  3.  The  same  circumspection  and  reserve  should  be  observed 
when,  from  motives  of  business  or  friendship,  a  physician  is 
prompted  to  visit  an  individual  who  is  under  the  direction  of 
another  practitioner.  Indeed,  such  visits  should  be  avoided  except 
under  peculiar  circumstances;  and,  when  they  are  made,  no  par- 
ticular inquiries  should  be  instituted  relative  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  or  the  remedies  employed,  but  the  topics  of  conversation 
should  be  as  foreign  to  the  case  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

§  4.  A  physician  ought  not  to  take  charge  of  or  prescribe  for  a 
patient  who  has  recently  been  under  the  care  of  another  member  of 
the  faculty  in  the  same  illness,  except  in  cases  of  sudden  emergency, 
or  in  consultation  with  the  physician  previously  in  attendance,  or 
when  the  latter  has  relinquished  the  case,  or  been  regularly  notified 
that  his  services  are  no  longer  desired.  Under  such  circumstances, 
no  unjust  and  illiberal  insinuations  should  be  thrown  out  in  relation 
to  the  conduct  or  practice  previously  pursued,  which  should  be 
justified  as  far  as  candor  and  regard  for  truth  and  probity  will 
permit ;  for  it  often  happens  that  patients  become  dissatisfied  when 
they  do  not  experience  immediate  relief,  and,  as  many  diseases  are 
naturally  protracted,  the  want  of  success,  in  the  first  stage  of 
treatment,  affords  no  evidence  of  a  lack  of  professional  knowledge 
and  skill.  * 

§  5.  When  a  physician  is  called  to  an  urgent  case  because  the 
family  attendant  is  not  at  hand,  he  ought,  unless  his  assistance  in 
consultation  be  desired,  t6  resign  the  care  of  the  patient  to  the  latter 
immediately  on  his  arrival. 

§  6.  It  often  happens  in  cases  of  sudden  illness,  or  of  recent 
accidents  and  injuries,  owing  to  the  alarm  and  anxiety  of  friends, 
that  a  number  of  physicians  are  simultaneously  sent  for.  Under 
these  circumstances,  courtesy  should  assign  the  patient  to  the  first 
who  arrives,  who  should  select  from  those  present  any  additional 
assistance  that  he  may  deem  necessary.  In  all  such  cases,  however, 
the  practitioner  who  officiates  should  request  the  family  physician, 
if  there  be  one,  to  be  called,  and,  unless  his  further  attendance  be 
requested,  should  resign  the  case  to  the  latter  on  his  arrival. 

§  7.  When  a  physician  is  called  to  the  patient  of  another  practi- 
tioner, in  consequence  of  the  sickness  or  absence  of  the  latter,  he 
ought,  on  the  return  or  recovery  of  the  regulai*  attendant  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  patient,  to  surrender  the  case. 

[The  expression,  "  patient  of  another  practitioner,"  is  understood 
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to  mean  a  patient  who  may  have  been  under  the  charge  of  another 
practitioner  at  the  time  of  the  attack  of  sickness,  or  departure  from 
home  of  the  latter,  or  who  may  have  called  for  his  attendance  dur- 
ing his  absence  or  sickness,  or  in  any  other  manner  given  it  to  be 
understood  that  he  regarded  the  said  physician  as  his  regular  medi- 
cal attendant.]  ^ 

§  8.  A  physician,  when  visiting  a  sick  person  in  the  country, 
may  be  desired  to  see  a  neighboring  patient  who  is  under  the  regu- 
lar direction  of  another  physician,  in  consequence  of  some  sudden 
change  or  aggravation  of  symptoms.  The  conduct  to  be  pursued 
on  such  an  occasion  is  to  give  advice  adapted  to  present  circum- 
stances ;  to  interfere  no  further  than  is  absolutely  necessary  with 
the  general  plan  of  treatment ;  to  assume  no  future  direction,  unless 
it  be  expressly  desired ;  and,  in  this  last  case,  to  request  an  imme- 
diate consultation  with  the  practitioner  previously  employed. 

§  9.  A  wealthy  physician  should  not  give  advice  gratis  to  the 
affluent;  because  his  doing  so  is  an  injury  to  his  professional 
brethren.  The  office  of  a  physician  can  never  be  supported  as  an 
exclusively  beneficent  one;  and  it  is  defrauding,  in  some  degree, 
the  common  funds  for  its  support,  when  fees  are  dispensed  with 
which  might  justly  be  claimed. 

§  10.  When  a  physician  who  has  been  engaged  to  attend  a  case 
of  midwifery  is  absent,  and  another  is  sent  for,  if  delivery  is  accom- 
plished during  the  attendance  of  the  latter,  he  is  entitled  to  the  fee, 
but  should  resign  the  patient  to  the  practitioner  first  engaged. 

Aet.  YI. — Of  differences  between  physicians. 

§  1.  Diversity  of  opinion  and  opposition  of  interest  may,  in  the 
medical  as  in  other  professions,  sometimes  occasion  controversy 
and  even  contention.  Whenever  such  cases  unfortunately  occur, 
and  cannot  be  immediately  terminated,  they  should  be  referred  to 
the  arbitration  of  a  sufficient  number  of  physicians  or  a  coicrt' 
medical^  or,  where  both  parties  are  members  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  their  county,  to  the  Censors. 

§  2.  As  peculiar  reserve  must  be  maintained  by  physicians 
towards  the  public,  in  regard  to  professional  matters,  and  as  there 
exist  numerous  points  in  medical  ethics  and  etiquette  through 
which  the  feelings  of  medical  men  may  be  painfully  assailed  in 
their  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  which  cannot  be  understood 
or  appreciated  by  general  society,  neither  the  subject-matter  of  such 
differences  nor  the  adjudication  of  the  arbitrators  should  be  made 
public,  as  publicity  in  a  case  of  this  nature  may  be  personally 
injurious  to  the  individuals  concerned,  and  can  hardly  fail  to  bring 
discredit  on  the  faculty. 
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Aet.  YII. — Of  'pecuniary  acknowledgments. 

Some  general  rules  should  be  adopted  by  the  faculty,  in  every 
town  or  district,  relative  to  pecuniary  acknowledgments  from  their 
patients ;  and  it  should  be  deemed  a  point  of  honor  to  adhere  to 
these  rules  with  as  much  uniformity  as  varying  circumstances  will 
admit. 

OP  THE  DUTIES  OF  THE  PROFESSION  TO  THE  PUBLIC,  AND  OP  THE 
OBLIGATIONS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  TO  THE  PROFESSION. 

Art.  I. — Duties  of  the  profession  to  the  public. 

§  1.  As  good  citizens,  it  is  the  duty  of  physicians  to  be  ever 
vigilant  for  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  to  bear  their  part 
in  sustaining  its  institutions  and  burdens  ;  they  should  also  be  ever 
ready  to  give  counsel  to  the  public  in  relation  to  matters  especially 
appertaining  to  their  profession,  as  on  subjects  of  medical  police, 
public  hygiene,  and  legal  medicine.  It  is  their  province  to  en- 
lighten the  public  in  regard  to  quarantine  regulations;  the  location,* 
arrangement,  and  dietaries  of  hospitals,  asylums,  schools,  prisons, 
and  similar  institutions ;  in  relation  to  the  medical  police  of  towns, 
as  drainage,  ventilation,  etc. ;  and  in  regard  to  measures  for  the 
prevention  of  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases ;  and,  when  pesti- 
lence prevails,  it  is  their  duty  to  face  the  danger,  and  to  continue 
their  labors  for  the  alleviation  of  the  suffering,  even  at  the  jeopardy 
of  their  own  lives. 

§  2.  Medical  men  should  also  be  always  ready,  when  called  on 
by  the  legally  constituted  authorities,  to  enlighten  coroners'  in- 
quests and  courts  of  justice  on  subjects  strictly  medical — such  as 
involve  questions  relating  to  sanity,  legitimacy,  murder  by  poisons 
or  other  violent  means,  and  in  regard  to  the  various  other  subjects 
embraced  in  the  science  of  Medical  Jurisprudence.  But  in  these 
cases,  and  especially  where  they  are  required  to  make  a  post-mortem 
examination,  it  is  just,  in  consequence  of  the  time,  labor,  and  skill 
required,  and  the  responsibility  and  risk  they  incur,  that  the  public 
should  award  them  a  proper  honorarium. 

§  3.  There  is  no  profession  by  the  members  of  which  eleemo- 
synary services  are  more  liberally  dispensed  than  the  medical,  but 
justice  requires  that  some  limits  should  be  placed  to  the  perform- 
ance of  such  good  offices.  Poverty,  professional  brotherhood,  and 
certain  of  the  public  duties  referred  to  in  the  first  section  of  this 
article,  should  always  be  recognized  as  presenting  valid  claims  for 
gratuitous  services;  but  neither  institutions  endowed  by  the  public 
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or  by  rich  individuals,  societies  for  mutual  benefit,  for  the  insurance 
of  lives  or  for  analogous  purposes,  nor  any  profession  or  occupation 
can  be  admitted  to  possess  such  privilege.  Nor  can  it  be  justly 
expected  of  physicians  to  furnish  certificates  of  inability  to  serve 
on  juries,  to  perform  militia  duty,  or  to  testify  to  the  state  of  health 
of  persons  wishing  to  insure  their  lives,  obtain  pensions,  or  the  like, 
without  a  pecuniary  acknowledgment.  But,  to  individuals  in  indi- 
gent circumstances,  such  professional  services  should  always  be 
cheerfully  and  freely  accorded. 

§  4.  It  is  the  duty  of  physicians,  who  are  frequent  witnesses  of 
the  enormities  committed  by  quackery,  and  the  injury  to  health 
and  even  destruction  of  life  caused  by  the  use  of  quack  medicines, 
to  enlighten  the  public  on  these  subjects,  to  expose  the  injuries 
sustained  by  the  unwary  from  the  devices  and  pretensions  of  artM 
empirics  and  impostors.  Physicians  ought  to  use  all  the  influence 
which  they  may  possess,  as  professors  in  Colleges  of  Pharmacy 
and  by  exercising  their  option  in  regard  to  the  shops  to  which 
their  prescriptions  shall  be  sent,  to  discourage  druggists  and  apothe- 
^caries  from  vending  quack  or  secret  medicines,  or  from  being  in  any 
way  engaged  in  their  manufacture  and  sale. 

Abt.  II. — Obligations  of  the  public  to  physicians. 

The  benefits  accruing  to  the  public,  directly  or  indirectly,  ftrom 
the  active  and  unwearied  beneficence  of  the  profession,  are  so 
numerous  and  important,  that  physicians  are  justly  entitled  to 
the  utmost  consideration  and  respect  from  the  community.  The 
public  ought  likewise  to  entertain  a  just  appreciation  of  medical 
qualifications ;  to  make  a  proper  discrimination  between  true  science 
and  the  assumptions  of  ignorance  and  empiricism ;  to  affbrd  every 
encouragement  and  facility  for  the  acquisition  of  medical  edu- 
cation— and  no  longer  to  allow  the  statute-books  to  exhibit  the 
anomaly  of  exacting  knowledge  from  physicians,  under  a  liability 
to  heavy  penalties,  and  of  making  them  obnoxious  to  punishment 
for  resorting  to  the  only  means  of  obtaining  it. 
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Crawford,  " 

Butler,  1868. 

"  1867. 
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NAMB8. 

P08T.0FFICB. 

COUHTT. 

DATE  OP 

kkm'sbip. 

Coxe,  T.  C. 

Chatham, 

Chester, 

1870. 

Craig,  Alex. 

Columbia, 

Lancaster, 

1869. 

Crawford,  J.  B. 

Wilkesbarre, 

Luzerne, 

1867. 

Crawford,  J.  L. 

Saltsburg, 

Indiana, 

1872. 

Crawford,  J.  S. 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1864. 

Crawford,  Robert 

Coopers  town, 

Yenango, 

1868. 

Cressler,  A.  L. 

Conyngham, 

Luzerne, 

1866. 

Crouch,  D.  0. 

Curwinsville, 

Clearfield, 

1865. 

Cummins,  J.  M. 

Industry, 

Beaver, 

1869. 

Curtis,  Levi 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Curwen,  Jno. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1866. 

Dale,  Wm.  W. 

Carlisle, 

Cumberland, 

1868. 

Daly,  Wm.  H. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1871. 

Davis,  F.  F. 

South  Oil  City, 

Venango, 

1870. 

Davis,  Samuel  T. 

Millersville, 

Lancaster, 

1869. 

Day,  Alfred 

Mechanicsburg, 

Cumberland, 

1872. 

Dayton,  S.  W. 

Great  Bend, 

Susquehanna, 

1871. 

De  LaCossett,  H. 

Greenville, 

Mercer, 

a 

Dennis,  W.  F. 

Wilkesbarre, 

Luzerne, 

1866. 

Detwiler,  B.  H. 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1865. 

De  Witt,  W.  R. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1869. 

Diekeson,  W.  T.  W. 

Media, 

Delaware, 

1863. 

Dickson,  Jno. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1867. 

Dock,  George 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1868. 

Drysdale,  Thomas  M. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

Duncan,  Jos.  L. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1869. 

Duncan,  W.  S. 

Brownsville, 

Fayette, 

u 

Dundor,  A.  B. 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1872. 

Dunglison,  Richard  J. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1867. 

Dyer,  John 

Doylestown, 

Bucks, 

1864. 

Edge,  John  P. 

Downingtown, 

Chester, 

1862. 

Edwards,  C.  C. 

Harford, 

Susquehanna, 

1866. 

Egbert,  T.  W. 

Oil  City, 

Venango, 

1869. 

Elliott,  Thos.  H. 

Allegheny, 

Allegheny, 

1872. 

Ely,  R.  H. 

Burlingtonboro', 

Bradford, 

187L 

Erdman,  W.  B. 

Macungie, 

Lehigh, 

1865. 

Eshleman,  I.  S. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1872. 

Evans,  Horace  Y. 

(( 

(( 

187L 

Evans,  Isaac  Newton 

Hatborough, 

Montgomery, 

1862. 

Fay,  John 

Altoona, 

Blair, 

1870. 
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DAT!  OF 
IfBM'SBIP. 

Feicht,  B. 

Beaver, 

Beaver, 

1868. 

Findley,  Wm.  M. 

Altoona, 

Blair, 

1870. 

Findley,  Wm.  R. 

4( 

u 

1863. 

*Fish,  A.  H. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Foerstige,  Chas. 

Rochester, 

Beaver, 

1871. 

Forwood,  J.  F.  M. 

Media, 

Delaware, 

46 

Forwood,  J.  S. 

Chester, 

(( 

1864. 

Foster,  W.  S. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1868. 

Foulke,  Richard  C. 

New  Hope, 

Bucks, 

1870. 

Fonlke,  Joseph 

Buckingham, 

u 

1864. 

Frick^,  Albert 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

♦Galbraith,  James 

Landisburg, 

Perry, 

1863. 

Gallaher,  T.  J. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1865. 

Gebhard,  L.  P. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Geibner,  B.  X. 

Sandy  Lake, 

Mercer, 

1872. 

Q^mmill,  J.  M. 

Altoona, 

Blair, 

1866. 

G^mmill,  J.  M.,  Jr. 

Tyrone, 

Blair, 

1871. 

*Gilbert,  David 

Philadelphia, 

PhUadelphia, 

1862. 

Gillett,  Buckland 

Franklin, 

Venango, 

1868. 

GUmore,  W.  J. 

Moorhead, 

Allegheny, 

1866. 

Glenn,  John  B. 

Pittsville, 

Venango, 

1872. 

Goodell,  Wm. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 

Green,  Traill 

Easton, 

Northampton, 

1863. 

Griffin,  J.  K. 

North-East, 

Erie, 

(( 

Griffiths,  Amos  W. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

Gross,  A.  H. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1867. 

Gross,  Samuel  D. 

Philadelphia, 

PhUadelphia, 

1862. 

Grove,  George 

Springfield, 

Cumberiand, 

1868. 

Halberstadt,  A.  H. 

Pottsville, 

Schuylkill,^ 

1866. 

Halsey,  Calvin  C. 

Montrose, 

Susquehanna, 

1862. 

Hamilton,  George 

PhHadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

U 

Hamilton,  W.  R. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1867. 

Harrison,  F.  C. 

Lewisburg, 

Union, 

1862. 

Harvey,  Ellwood 

Chester, 

Delaware, 

u 

Hassler,  Jas.  P. 

Cochranton, 

Crawford, 

1871. 

Hatfield,  Nathan 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1869. 

Hatfield,  N.  L. 

u 

(( 

1862. 

Hay,  Thomas 

u 

(( 

1866. 

Hayes,  D.  S. 

Hollidaysburg, 

Blair, 

1871. 

Hays,  Robert  0. 

Shippensburg, 

Cumberland, 

1869. 
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HAVBS. 

^Helffenstein,  Abm. 
Hellyer,  Edwin 
Helsby,  Thos.  H. 
Henderson,  J.  D.  W. 
Herbst,  Wm. 
Herman,  A.  J. 
Herr,  M.  L. 
Heysham,  Charles  S. 
Hinkle,  A.  G.  B. 
Hodge,  H.  Lenox 
Hornet,  Volney 
Horton,  Geo.  F. 
Hosack,  J.  P. 
Howell,  Wm.  M. 
Huckel,  Jacob 
Hughes,  J.  W. 
Hull,  Thomas  R. 
Hull,  W.  R. 
Humphrey,  Wm.  T. 
Huselton,  W.  S. 
*  Irish,  Franklin 
Irwin,  Crawford 
Jack,  Wm. 
Jackson,  J.  E. 
♦Jewell,  Wilson 
Jillson,  Benj.  C. 
♦Johnson,  W.  N. 
Keiffer,  S.  B. 
Keller,  D.  C. 
Keller,  H.  D. 
Kennedy,  Alfred  L. 
Karlin,  Isaac  N. 
King,  James 
Kistler,  E.  H. 
Kline,  C.  W.  K. 
♦Klotz,  Charles 
Knight,  William  L. 
Knox,  S.  B.  P. 
Knox,  Wm.  F. 
Kuhn,  L.  DeBarth 


POST-OFriOB. 

Philadelphia, 

Williamsport, 

Altoona, 

Trexlertown, 

Carlisle, 

Lancaster, 

Newtown  Square, 

Philadelphia, 

Camptown, 

Terrytown, 

Mercer, 

Cogan  Station, 

Philadelphia, 

Blairsville, 

Melton, 

Cogan  Station, 

Osceola, 

Allegheny  City, 

Pittsburg, 

Hollidaysburg, 

Jacksonville, 

Fallston, 

Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg, 

Germantown, 

Carlisle, 

Union  Depot, 

Philadelphia, 

Media, 

Pittsburg, 

Tamaqua, 

Irwintown, 

Lamartine, 

Philadelphia, 

Bro^vnsville, 

McKeesport, 

Reading, 


couhtt.  date  of 

mbm'ship. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

"  1866. 

Lycoming,  1869. 

Blair,  ISTl. 

Lehigh,  1866. 

Cumberland,  1872. 

Lancaster,  " 

Delaware,  1870. 

Philadelphia,  1865. 

"  1870. 

Bradford,  " 

"  1862. 

Mercer,  1870. 

Lycoming,  1869. 

Philadelphia,  1863. 

Indiana,  1869. 

NorthumberPd,  1870. 

Lycoming,  1864. 

Tioga,  1869. 

Allegheny,  1870. 

"  1866. 

Blair,  1867. 

Indiana,  1870. 

Beaver,  1871. 

Philadelphia,  1863. 

Allegheny,  1866. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Cumberland,  1871. 

Dauphin^  1869. 

"  1871. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Delaware,  1869. 

Allegheny,  1865. 

Schuylkill,  1872. 

Westmoreland,  1866. 

Clarion,  1870. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Fayette,  1870. 

Allegheny,  1867. 

Berks,  1871. 
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COITHTT. 

DA.TX  or 

11 

rXM^SSTF. 

Ladd,  Horace 

Scranton, 

Luzerne, 

1868. 

Laidley,  L.  H. 

Carmichaels, 

Green, 

18T0. 

♦Lamb,  John  P. 

Frankford, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Landia,  J.  A. 

Philadelphia, 

a 

187L 

Lane,  Samuel  G. 

Chambersburg, 

Franklin, 

1870. 

Langfitt,  G.  W. 

New  Scottsville, 

Beaver, 

1868. 

Langfitt,  W.  J. 

Allegheny  City, 

Allegheny, 

1864. 

Lauman,  Wm.  H. 

Mt.  Holly  Springs 

,  Cumberland, 

18T0. 

Leaman,  Brainard 

Leaman  Place, 

Lancaster, 

187i. 

Leaman,  Henry 

Philadelphia, 

PhUadelphia, 

1870. 

Leasure,  Daniel 

Allegheny, 

Allegheny, 

1872. 

Lee,  Benjamin 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1867. 

Legge,  J.  H. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1872- 

Leidy,  Joseph 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Leinbach,  A.  N. 

Bethlehem, 

Northampton, 

1864. 

Lenher,  L.  H. 

Mechanicsburg, 

Cumberland, 

1868. 

Lewis,  J.  R. 

Kingston, 

Luzerne, 

1865. 

♦Linnenbrink,  J. 

Rochester, 

Beaver, 

1867. 

Little,  Joseph  H. 

West  Alexander, 

Washington, 

1869. 

Livingston,  J.  B. 

West  Middlesex, 

Butler, 

u 

Long,  Uriah 

Tamaqua, 

Schuylkill, 

1871. 

Longsdorf,  W.  H. 

Dickinson, 

Cumberland, 

41 

Loop,  D.  D. 

North-East, 

Erie, 

1868. 

Lowman,  John 

Johnstown, 

Cambria, 

1867. 

Lyon,  Edward 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

18T1. 

Lyon,  Thomas 

(( 

(( 

1872. 

Lyons,  Wm. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

Ci 

McCann,  James 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1867. 

McChesney,  Robert 

Shelocta, 

Indiana, 

1868. 

McConaughy,  D.  W. 

Latrobe, 

Westmoreland, 

1867. 

McConaughy,  James 

Mount  Pleasant, 

(( 

1865. 

McCoy,  Gilbert  R. 

Doylestown, 

Bucks, 

1^9. 

McDonald,  Nesbit 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

u 

McKennan,  Thos. 

Washington, 

Washington, 

1868. 

McKinney,  D. 

Beaver, 

Beaver, 

(( 

McMullen,  Thomas 

Penn  Run, 

Indiana, 

1865. 

McMullin,  James 

Brush  Valley, 

(( 

186t. 

McMurray,  A.  S. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

McPherson,  T.  G. 

Beaver  Falls, 

Beaver, 

18T0. 

McReynolds,  H.  W. 

Buckhom, 

Columbia, 

1862. 
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McYicker,  J.  P. 
McWilliams,  John  C. 
Mabon,  Thos. 
Maggini,  J.  C. 
Magill,  Wm.  H. 
Marquis,  David  S. 
*Marr,  Charles 
Marshall,  Nathan  S. 
Martin,  E.  G. 
Martin,  W.  D. 
Masten,  James 
Maurer,  A.  G.  L. 
Mayburry,  William 
Mayer,  E.  R. 
Meals,  S.  D.  . 
Meigs,  Jas.  Aitken 
Mehard,  S.  S. 
Mensch,  James  G. 
♦Miller,  John  A. 
Miller,  0.  L. 
Miller,  W.  H.  H. 
Miller,  W.  N. 
Milliken,  D.  B. 
Mills,  Edward 
Montgomery,  D. 
Montgomery,  John 
Moody,  George  0. 
Moody,  H.  Mont. 
♦Moore,  William 
Morris,  J.  Cheston 
Morris,  S.  R. 
Morrison,  M.  P. 
Mosser,  M.  B. 
Mossman,  B.  E. 
Mowry,  R.  B. 
Moyer,  H. 
Nebinger,  Andrew 
Newberry,  Milton 
Neyman,  A.  M. 
Norman,  John  P. 

VOL.  IX. 


POST-OFFIOB. 

Williamsport, 

New  Castle, 

Allegheny, 

Port  Perry, 

Danville, 

Rochester, 

Scranton, 

Chester  Springs, 

Allentown, 

Baldwin, 

Westfield, 

Wiconisco, 

Philadelphia, 

Wilkesbarre, 

Callensburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Mercer, 

Pennsboro', 

Ligonier, 

Allegheny, 

Williamsport, 

Allegheny, 

Landisburg, 

Ulster, 

Mifflinville, 

Chambersburg, 

Titusville, 

Bradford, 

Womelsdorf, 

Philadelphia, 

a 

Monongahela  City, 

Shiremantown, 

Greenville, 

Allegheny, 

Boiling  Springs, 

Philadelphia, 

Whitemarsh, 

Butler, 

Rimersburg, 

n 


mem'ship. 

Lycoming,  1810. 

Schuylkill,  1863. 

Allegheny,  1869. 

"  1870. 
Montour,  " 

Beaver,  1863. 

Luzerne,  1862. 

Chester,  1863. 

Lehigh,  1866. 

Dauphin,  1870. 

Tioga,  1872. 

Dauphin,  1866. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Luzerne,  1866. 

Clarion,  1872. 

Philadelphia,  1870. 

Mercer,  1871. 

Montgomery,  1867. 

Westmoreland,  1868. 

Allegheny,  1867. 

Lycoming,  1871. 

Allegheny,  1869. 

Perry,  1864. 

Bradford,  1869. 

Columbia,  1866. 

Franklin,  1871. 

Crawford,  1869. 
Bradford,  " 

Berks,  1862. 

Philadelphia,  1870. 

"  1869. 

Washington,  1871. 

Cumberland,  1870. 
Mercer,  " 

Allegheny,  1865. 

Cumberland,  1872. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Montgomery,  1863. 

Butler,  1867. 
Clarion,  " 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


246 


PIBMANENT   MEMBSBS. 


POST-OFFIOB. 


Oakes,  T.  Fletcher 
♦Oliver,  Joseph  L. 
O'Neill,  A. 
Orth,  H.  L. 
Ott,  Isaac 
Pancoast,  Wm.  H. 
Packer,  N. 
Parrish,  Joseph 
Perchment,  John, 
Phelps,  W.  C. 
Philips,  D.  A. 
Phillips,  Henderson  A. 
Pollock,  A.  M. 
Pollock,  Samuel 
Powell,  W.  W. 
Price,  Jacob 
Priestley,  Jos.  R. 
Rankin,  D.  N. 
Ray,  John  T. 
Reagan,  O.  L. 
Reichard,  P.  S. 
Reid,  J.  K. 
Reiter,  W.  C. 
Rhoads,  T.  C. 
Richardson,  Wm.  L. 
Richter,  A. 
Robinson,  M.  F, 
Rockwell,  J.  E. 
Roebuck,  J.  H. 
Roebuck,  P.  J. 
Rogers,  R.  E. 
Roller,  W.  C. 
Ross,  James 
Ross,  John  D. 
Ross,  J.  Frank 
Ross,  S.  M. 
Row,  Herman 
Rutherford,  W.  W. 
Sandt,  John 
Sargent,  J.  Gorham 
Sargent,  Winthrop 


Titusville, 

Coatesville, 

Conneautville, 

Harrisburg, 

Easton, 

Philadelphia, 

Wellsboro', 

Media, 

Pittsburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Linesville, 

Knoxville, 

Pittsburg. 

Williamsport, 

Fertiz, 

West  Chester, 

Northumberland, 

Allegheny^ 

Meadville, 

Shenandoah, 

Alientown, 

Conshohocken, 

Pittsburg, 

Pittsburg, 

Montrose, 

Williamsport, 

Newville, 

Troy, 

Derry  Church, 

Litiz, 

Philadelphia, 

Hollidaysburg, 

Clarion, 

Williamsburg, 

Clarion, 

Greenville, 

Indiana, 

Harrisburg, 

Stockertown, 

Morgan's  Comer, 

Philadelphia, 


COUHTT.  DATS  OF 
mif'SHIF. 

Crawford,  1869. 

Chester,  1864. 

Crawford,  1872. 

Dauphin,  1868. 

Northampton,  1871. 

Philadelphia,  1867. 

Tioga,  1870. 

Delaware,  1868. 

Allegheny,  1869. 

PhUadelphia,  " 

Crawford,  1872. 

Tioga,  1871. 

Allegheny,  " 

Lycoming,  1869. 

Venango,  1872. 

Chester,  1864. 
Northumberland,l  871. 

Allegheny,  1867. 

Crawford,  1869. 

SchuylkUl,  1870. 

Lehigh,  1868. 

Montgomery,  1867. 

Allegheny,  1869. 

Allegheny,  1870. 

Susquehanna,  1864. 

Lycoming,  1872. 

Cumberland,  1868. 

Bradford,  1864. 

Dauphin,  1871. 

Lancaster,  1866. 

Philadelphia,  1870. 

Blair,  1869. 

Clarion,  1867. 

Blair,  1863. 

Clarion,  1870. 

Beaver,  1864. 

Indiana,  1868. 

Dauphin,  1867. 

Northampton,  1871. 

Montgomery,  1870. 

PhUadelphia,  1862. 
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NAMB8. 

P08T-0FFXCB* 

OOUKTT. 

DATB  OF 

mem'ship. 

Sarver,  William 

Allegheny  City, 

Allegheny, 

1869. 

*Schneck,  B.  P. 

Lebanon, 

Lebanon, 

1863. 

*Scholfield,  Edwin 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

Schrack,  David  H. 

Jeffersonville, 

Montgomery, 

186T. 

Schrack,  John 

(( 

(( 

1862. 

Schultz,  S.  S. 

Danville, 

Montour, 

1867. 

Scott,  Franklin  P. 

Claysville, 

Washington, 

1872. 

Seem,  A.  K. 

Martin's  Creek, 

Northampton, 

1870. 

Seiler,  Jeremiah 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1866. 

Seller,  J.  Pierre 

a 

(( 

1868. 

Seiler,  R.  H. 

(( 

u 

1869. 

Seip,  Amos 

Easton, 

Northampton, 

1863. 

Semple,  John 

Wilkinsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1866. 

Senderling,  P.  M. 

Berwick, 

Columbia, 

187L 

Shaw,  Thos.  W. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1866. 

Shearer,  Ja's.  Y. 

Sinking  Springs, 

Berks, 

1868. 

Sheller,  Adam 

Mount  Joy, 

Lancaster, 

(( 

Shive,  Peter  C. 

Plainsville, 

Luzerne, 

1867. 

Short,  R.  N. 

Mechanicsburg, 

Cumberland, 

1867. 

Shrawder,  Jno.  S. 

Fairview, 

Montgomery, 

1870. 

Shurloek,  Wm.  C. 

Darlington, 

Beaver, 

1869. 

Sibbet,  R.  A. 

Shippensburg, 

Cumberland, 

1870. 

Simington,  R.  S. 

Danville, 

Montour, 

1868. 

Simpson,  W.  L. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1872. 

Singer,  J.  E. 

Newport, 

Perry, 

1866. 

Slocum,  A.  M. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 

Smaltz,  J.  Henry 

u 

u 

1862. 

Smith,  C.  H. 

Sugar  Grove, 

Warren, 

1872. 

Smith,  G.  W. 

HoUidaysburg, 

Blair, 

1866. 

Smith,  H.  H. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 

Smith,  J.  M. 

Tyrone, 

Blair, 

1872. 

Smith,  L.  A. 

New  Milford, 

Susquehanna, 

1864. 

Smith,  Robert  B. 

Tioga, 

Tioga, 

187L 

Smith,  S.  S. 

Driftwood, 

Cameron, 

1871. 

Snodgrass,  J.  H. 

Pittsburg,          ' 

Allegheny, 

1869. 

Snowden,  S.  G. 

Franklin, 

Yenango, 

ii 

*Somer8,  Lewis  S. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Spencer,  H.  A. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1869. 

♦Stanton,  David 

New  Brighton, 

Beaver, 

1867. 

Stebbins,  Sumner 

Unionville, 

Chester, 

1863. 

Stetler,  John  G. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1868 
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Stevenson,  J.  M. 
Stewart,  Alex. 
Stewart,  J.  L. 
Still^,  Alfred 
Stltes,  Salfaiuel 
Straight,  A.  M. 
Strawbridge,  J.  D. 
Strickland,  D.  H. 
Swartz,  Joseph 
Swisher,  Thos.  J. 
.  Thayer,  Alvin 
Thomas,  Isaac 
Thomas,  J.  D. 
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Montour,  1811. 

Erie,  1868. 

Perry,  1862. 

Columbia,  1871. 

Erie,  1869. 

Chester,  1862. 

Allegheny,  1872. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Chester,  1870. 

Tioga,  1871. 

Greene,  1871. 

Lancaster,  1871. 

Schuylkill,  1864. 

Philadelphia,  1863. 

Lancaster,  1868. 

Philadelphia,  1864. 

Philadelphia,  1863. 

Berks,  1862. 

Delaware,  1870. 

Dauphin,  " 

Luzerne,  " 
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Allegheny,  " 

Fayette,  1869. 
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Allegheny,  " 

Erie,  1868. 

Tioga,  1869. 

Philadelphia,  1868. 

Berks,  1867. 

PhUadelphia,  1870. 
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Venango,  1872. 
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Luzerne,  1868. 
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Atlee,  John  L.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 
Atlee,  John  L.,  Jr.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 
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Clark,  W.  N.,  c,  Whitestown,  Butler. 
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Cotton,  John  C,  o.,  Meadville,  Crawford. 
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Cowan,  Frank,  v.  p.,.Greensburg,  West- 
moreland. 
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Eagleson,  D-  S.,  West  Alexander,  Wash. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  PEOCEEDINQS 

OF   THK 

Siitbual  Sonets  of  t|t  State  of  ^enitsglhnia, 

AT  ITS  TWENTY-FODRTH  ANNUAL  SESSION, 

HELD    AT 

CARLISLE,  PA.,  JUNE,  1873. 


The  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  met  iu  the 
Court-House  at  Carlisle,  June  11,  1873,  at  11  A.M. 

The  President,  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Allegheny  County,  occu- 
pied the  chair,  supported  by  Yice-Presidents  Drs,  W.  L.  Atlee,  of 
Philadelphia,  R.  Crawford,  of  Cumberland,  and  W.  W.  Dale,  of 
Yenango. 

The  Permanent  Secretary,  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  of  Philadelphia, 
the  Assistant  Secretary,  Dr.  S.  B.  Kiepfer,  of  Cumberland,  and  the 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  T.  M.  Duysdale,  of  Philadelphia,  were 
also  present. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Charles  S.  Albert^ 
of  Carlisle. 

Dr.  S.  B.  Kiepfer,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
welcomed  the  Society  as  follows : — 

Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Society  op 
THE  State  op  Pennsylvania  :  In  the  order  of  your  appointment, 
you  are  now  in  the  Cumberland  Valle}-.  Whatever  may  have  been 
3^our  expectations  before  coming  here,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  say 
that  you  will  probably  find  little  to  interest  you  beyond  the  beauti- 
ful landscape  and  the  modest  hills  which  so  gracefully  skirt  it  on 
either  side.  We  are  an  agricultural  people ;  and  though  we  enjoy  the 
advantages  of  an  old  and  well-established  college,  which  is  daily 
growing  in  vigor  and  strength;  and  notwithstanding  there  are  other 
local  and  historical  interests  and  associations  connected  with  this 
ancient  town  and  the  valley  surrounding  it,  to  which  allusion  might 
VOL.  X.  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


6  MINUTES    OP    THE    ANNUAL    MEETING, 

be  made  with  some  degree  of  pride,  if  it  were  thought  proper ;  it  is 
not  in  our  power  to  feast  the  eye  on  much  that  is  grand  or  pic- 
turesque; or  to  delight  you  with  monuments  of  either  scientific  or 
scholastic  greatness.  With  the  progressive  achievements  of  the  age, 
our  people  are,  mainly,  only  followers.  The  great  and  laudable 
enterprise,  so  common  to  our  cities  and  commercial  centres,  will  be 
sought  for  here  in  vain.  Peaceful  and  quiet — but  honest,  intelli- 
gent, and  industrious — is  perhaps  the  best  description  I  can  give 
3'ou  of  the  people  by  whom  you  are  now  surrounded. 

In  the  beautiful  garden  fields  with  which  God  has  so  richly 
crowned  this  valley  on  every  side,  our  husbandmen,  patiently  but 
with  cheerful  hearts,  sow,  and  reap,  and  gather  their  golden  fruits. 

Our  tradesmen  and  mechanics  ply  their  handiwork  with  diligent 
care;  but  the  busy,  bustling  rush,  the  overstrained  nerve,  the  ex- 
hausted and  fretted  brain,  and  the  thou^|ind  other  ills  and  woes  so 
common  to  unbridled  and  disappointed  ambition,  seldom  disturb 
our  peace  or  convulse  our  social  progress. 

Without,  therefore,  much  in  the  objective  nature  of  your  sur- 
roundings calculated  to  divert  your  minds  or  distract  your  thoughts, 
we  can  only  trust  that  the  subjective  interests  of  our  noble  work 
will  only  the  more  intensify  your  minds,  and  that  this  will  be  a 
meeting  characterized  by  real  progress. 

In  all  that  relates,  however,  to  the  best  interests  of  our  common 
calling — the  noble  and  heavenly  mission  of  the  medical  profession 
— whether  it  be  to  its  honor,  its  dignity,  or  its  scientific  achieve- 
ments; or  whether,  in  its  humble  and  patient  labor  of  love  and 
sympathy  among  the  lowly  and  distressed,  I  can  only  assure  you, 
gentlemen,  you  will  find  here,  among  your  brethren  in  the  Cumber- 
land Yalley,  those  who  will  share  with  you  in  your  deepest  sympa- 
thies, and  be  with  you  in  all  that  is  substantial  and  good. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  it  is  with  very  peculiar  feelings  that  I 
stand  here  in  the  presence  of  so  large  a  number  of  my  peers  in  the 
profession,  and  I  trust  you  will  allow  me,  in  this  connection,  a 
moment's  reflection.  Most  of  us  are,  personally,  strangers.  To 
many  of  us  this  is  the  first  time  we  have  ever  met  face  to  face.  And 
yet,  gentlemen,  we  are  not  strangers.  The  past,  the  present,  and 
the  future,  alike  to  us  all,  have  one  common  interest.  Patiently 
we  have  all  travelled  the  same  road.  A  common  experience  of 
triumph  and  disappointment,  of  gratitude  and  unrequited  labor,  of 
toil  and  sacrifice,  has  marked  your  features  so  deeply,  as  in  sympa- 
thy with  ourselves,  that  time  and  distance  and  all  things  else  which 
pertain  to  the  stranger  seem  to  fade  awaj'.  And  as  we  here  meet, 
around  the  common  altar  of  our  professional  devotion,  so  deeply 
do  you  seem  allied  in  sympathy,  so  much  akin  in  feeling,  and  so 
familiar  are  we  in  all  the  mutual  experiences  of  our  lives,  that  we 
hail  you,  gentlemen,  not  as  strangers^  but  as  brethren  and  warm 
friends  in  the  household  of  our  common  profession. 

It  may  be  true  that  our  lots  may  not  have  been  just  evenly  cast 
in  the  profession,  and  that  the  peculiar  personal  conflicts  and  trials 
of  the  one  may  not  have  been  just  those  of  another.  Some  of  you 
may  have  had  your  advantages,  and  with  comparative  ease,  may 
have  attained  to  positions  of  emolument  and  distinction;  while 
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Others  may  have  labored  more  patiently,  and,  as  if  in  tribulation, 
have  sought  their  daily  bread. 

Still,  gentlemen,  far  above  and  beyond  all  place,  and  honor,  and 
distinction,  and  deeper,  far,  than  any  personal  ambition,  there  is 
within  the  mind  of  everj*^  true  physician  a  grand  and  a  noble  pur- 
pose. And  it  is  just  here,  I  trust,  that  we  find  a  common  heritage. 
For  it  is  in  the  heritage  of  that  peculiar  disposition  which  leads  a 
man  at  once  into  the  element  of  true  charity — ^that  charity  which 
abnegates  the  spirit  of  self,  and  is  always  awake  to  suffering  hu- 
manity— that  power  of  self-denial  which  regards  neither  personal 
comfort  nor  shrinks  from  the  midiftght  call,  even  though  it  comes 
through  regions  of  pestilence  or  leads  in  the  path  of  death — that 
almost  superhuman  power  which  impels  a  man  to  the  ready  dis- 
charge of  a  duty,  scarcely  stopping  for  a  moment  to  think  of 
reward — it  is,  gentlemen,  in  the  heritage  and  in  the  consciousness 
of  all  this  that  the  true  physician  finds  the  glory  of  his  profession. 
To  him,  therefore,  the  glittering  crown  of  wordly  ambition  has  no 
alluring  charms.  To  him  the  gaudy  tinsel  of  wealth  and  station,  as 
measured  by  men  whose  souls  are  engrossed  in  their  attainment,  has 
no  absorbing  power ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  goes  forth,  in  the 
majesty  of  his  calling,  seeking  rather  how  he  may  be  useful.  To 
him  the  haughty  spirit  of  the  priest,  and  the  skulking,  cowardly 
actions  of  the  Levite,  are  alike  contemptible.  But  the  noble  spirit 
of  the  Samaritan,  as  he  stoops  by  the  wayside  in  order  to  bind  up  the 
wounds  of  a  bleeding,  suffering  fellow  mortal,  touches  a  cord  deep 
down  within  his  soul,  and  he  stands  erect,  intent  upon  noble  deeds. 
And,  whithersoever  suffering  humanity  calls — alike  in  the  halls  of 
the  haughty  and  the  proud,  and  into  the  abodes  of  the  humblest  of 
God's  children — he  goes  forth  with  gentle  step,  patiently  sympa- 
thizing, tenderly  ministering,  until  his  very  touch  becomes  a  magic 
power  and  his  presence  the  inspiration  of  hope  and  comfort.  And 
thus,  gentlemen — 

Whilst  some  in  en  boast  of  worldly  gain 

And  prondly  seek  its  pleasure, 
Whilst  others  strive,  with  heart  and  main, 

To  hoard  up  golden  treasure, 
The  patient  doctor  fights  his  way 

Through  life,  "*mid  tears  of  sorrow^** 
Content  to  share  /(/c's  woes  to-day, 

Regardless  of  to-morrow. 

The  physician's  labors  are,  however,  not  always  crowned  with 
success,  and  your  kindest  efforts  not  unfrequently  fail  you.  Too 
often  do  you  find  the  helplessness  of  science  and  human  sympathy 
in  the  presence  of  Him  who  holds  the  destinies  of  human  life.  And 
too  often  do  you  bow  in  sorrow  amid  the  prayers  and  the  tears  of 
those  who  are  vainly  calling  for  help,  when  you  feel  that  your 
weapons  are  useless  and  "your  armor  is  fallen  at  your  side." 

Thus,  gentlemen,  your  labors  are  those  of  triumph  and  sorrow^ 
and  thus  you  patiently  work. 

And  now,  as  1  stand  here  in  the  presence  of  you  and  calmly  trace 
the  footprints  of  many  cares  in  the  features  of  those  who  have  grown 
older  in  the  profession,  and  whilst  I  fanc}'  I  can  read  in  your 
countenances  traces   of  the   sorrows   of  many  a  desolate  home. 
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memories  of  the  sighs  and  the  tears  of  the  widows  and  the  orphans 
into  whose  sorrowing  hearts  you  have  sought  in  vain  to  minister 
hope  and  consolation,  and  of  the  terrible  scenes  of  agony  and 
death  against  which  j^ou  have  exhausted  the  highest  inspirations  of 
your  science  and  the  deepest  resources  of  your  art,  and  which  have 
so  impressed  you  and  so  followed  you  alike  into  the  quiet  retire- 
ment of  your  home  life,  and  amid  your  lonely  and  dreary  midnight 
labors  of  love  and  sympathy  among  the  suffering  and  distressed, 
until  now  even  here  they  almost  speak  as  if  from  sealed  and  un- 
willing lips,  I  trace  the  record  of  a  true  heroism,  and  I  feel  the 
grandeur  of  our  profession.       • 

And  as  I  stand  here  and  patiently  scan  the  features  of  those  who 
are  younger  in  the  profession,  all  apparently  armed  and  equipped 
for  this  noble  work,  and  in  the  spirit  of  a  proper  enthusiasm  ready 
to  press  foi-ward,  honoring,  as  I  know  they  do,  the  footsteps  of 
those  who  have  gone  before,  I  confess  to  &ju8t  pride  in  the  profes- 
sion, and  with  a  sincere  heart  I  say  unto  you  a//,  brethren,  welcome. 

We  have  not  met,  however,  in  order  to  pass  our  time  in  fraternal 
greetings,  but  for  positive  work.  And  now,  before  we  enter  upon 
this,  allow  me,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  name  of  the  citizens  of  Carlisle,  who  share 
with  you  a  full  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  3'our  work,  and 
especially  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  members  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Medical  Society,  whose  guests  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent you  now  are,  to  express  to  you  our  sincere  pleasure  in  your 
presence,  and  extend  to  you  the  hospitalities  of  our  town. 

Dr.  Kieffer  then  offered  the  following  programme  for  the  session:— 

Meetings-  and  Adjournments. — Wednesday,  meet  at  11  o'clock 
A.  M.,  adjourn  at  12  M.  Meet  at  IJ  o'clock  P.  M.,  adjourn  at  5^ 
P.M. 

Thursday. — Meet  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  adjourn  at  12^  P.  M.  Meet 
at  2  o'clock  P.  M.,  adjourn  at  6  P.  M. 

Friday — Meet  at  8^  o'clock  A.M. 

Entertainments  During  the  Session. — Wednesday,  June  11, 
annual  address  by  A.  M.  Pollock,  M.D.,  in  the  court-house,  at  7J 
P.M.  Entertainment  by  members  of  the  Cumberland  County 
Medical  Society  at  Rheem's  Hall,  9^  P.M.  Annual  Dinner, 
Thursday,  June  12,  at  the  Bentz  House,  9^  P.  M, 

On  motion  this  action  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  was 
approved. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  G.  Stetler,  of  Philadelphia,  the  reading  of 
the  minutes  of  the  last  session  was  dispensed  with,  and  a  committee 
of  three  was  appointed  to  report  any  unfinished  business. 

Committee. — Drs.  Stetler,  Traill  Green,  of  Northampton,  and 
T.  Lyon,  of  Lycoming. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements,  acting  as  a  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials, reported  the  following  as  duly  accredited  delegates  and 
premauent  members: — 
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Allegheny  County. 

RAMB. 

P06T-0PPICB. 

M.  A.  Arnholt, 

Pittsburg. 

A.  D.  Brewster, 

(( 

G.  D.  Bruce, 

4( 

A.  V.  Chessrown, 

4( 

J.  P.  Graham, 

4( 

W.  F.  Knox, 

McKeesport. 

N.  McDonald, 

Pittsburg. 

D.  N.  Rankin, 

Allegheny  City. 

E.  A.  Wood, 

Pittsburg. 

Berks 

County. 

Daniel  D.  B.  Beaver, 

Womelsdorf. 

Israel  Cleayer, 

Reading. 

James  Y.  Shearer, 

Sinking  Spring, 

W.  Murray  Weidman, 

Reading. 

Blair 

County. 

R.  W.  Christy,  Jr., 

Hollidaysburg. 

John  Fay, 

Altoona. 

Crawford  Irwin, 

Hollidaysburg. 

J.  D.  Ross, 

Williamsburg. 

T.  H.  White, 

t( 

Bradford  County. 

Edward  Mills, 

Ulster. 

Clearfield  County. 

Wm.  a.  Means, 

Luthersburg. 

Columbia  and  Montour  Counties, 

J.  D.  Mansteller,  Danville. 
S.  M.  Snyder,  " 

Crawford  County. 

David  Best,  Meadville. 

Cumberland  County. 

Samuel  Brehm,  Newville. 

D.  D.  Hays,  Shippensburg. 

E.  M.  MossER,  Mecbanicsburg. 
Alexander  Stewart,  Shippensburg. 
W.  G.  Stewart,  Newburg. 

S.  M.  Whistler,  New  Kingston. 

H.  R.  Williams,  Lees  x  Roads. 
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Dauphin  County, 


A.  S.  BiCKEL, 

Harrisburg. 

J.  Z.  Gerhardt, 

4( 

John  W.  Hat, 

U 

J.  C.  HUTTON, 

U 

C.  A.  Rahter, 

(( 

A.  G.  Renninqer, 

(( 

Delaware  County. 

E.  T.  Gammaqe, 

Chester. 

Erie  County. 

James  L.  Stewart, 

Erie. 

Franklin  County. 

Samuel  G.  Lane, 

Chambersburg. 

!•  N.  Snivelt, 

Waynesboro'. 

J.  L.  SUESSEROT, 

Chambersburg. 

Huntingdon  County. 

A.  B.  Brumbaugh, 

Huntingdon. 

S.  P.  Miller, 

u 

Indiana  County. 

J.  W.  Hughes, 

Blairsville. 

Lancaster  County. 

. 

Daniel  P.  Bruner, 

Columbia. 

John  L.  Atlee, 

Lancaster. 

P.  J.  Roebuck, 

Litiz. 

Luzerne  County. 

Jonathan  E.  Bulkelet, 

Wilkes-Barre. 

Lycoming  County. 

J.  S.  Crawford, 

Williamsport. 

Thomas  H.  Helsbt, 

" 

Thomas  Lyon, 

u 

A,  Richter, 

(( 

Mercer  County. 

John  Barber, 

Sharon. 

E.  Griswold, 

(( 

Montgomery  County. 

David  Schraok, 

Jeffersonville. 

Northampton  County. 

Traill  Green, 

Easton. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HELD  IN  CARLISLE.  JUNE  J8T3. 


11 


Perry  County. 

W.  K.  CiSNA, 

Ickesburg. 

James  B.  Eby, 

Newport. 

H.  0.  Oreis, 

(( 

J.  P.  Sheibly, 

Landisburg. 

Joseph  Swartz, 

Duncaunon. 

Andrew  J,  Werner, 

u 

Philadelphia  County. 

H.  St.  Clair  Ash, 

Philadelphia, 

W.  H.  BUNN, 

(( 

Lemuel  J.  Deal, 

bC 

Albert  Fricke, 

(( 

Wm.  S.  Frick, 

u 

Edwin  Hellyer, 

(( 

A.  Gt.  B.  HiNKLB, 

u 

Richard  J.  Levis, 

(( 

Wm.  H.  Pancoast, 

(( 

John  G.  Stetler, 

u 

Wm.  T.  Taylor, 

(( 

Laurence  Turnbull, 

(( 

Schuykill  County, 

John  T.  Carpenter, 

Pottsville. 

L.  M.  Thompson, 

Mahanoy  City 

A;  H.  Halberstadt, 

Pottsville. 

Jacob  F.  Treichler, 

McKeansburg. 

Susquehanna  County, 

A.  T.  Brundagb, 

Factoryville. 

Tioga  County. 

Charles  W.  Brown, 

Mansfield. 

Charles  Meine, 

Germania. 

Washington  County, 

S.  L.  Blachly, 

Sparta. 

Thomas  McKennon, 

Washington. 

Westmoreland  County 

Frank  Cowan, 

Greensburg. 

York  County. 

Wm.  D.  Bailey, 

Dillsburg. 

John  F.  Holahan, 

York. 

Samuel  S.  Wiltbank, 

u 
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EX' Officio  Delegates. 
A.  M.  Pollock,  President^  Pittsburg. 
Robert  Crawford,  Vice-President^  Cooperstown. 
Washington  L.  Atlee,  Vice-President^  Philadelphia. 
W.  W.  Dale,  Vice-President^  Carlisle. 
Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  Permanent  Secretary^  Philadelphia. 
S.  B.  Kieffer,  Asiiistant  Secretary^  Carlisle. 
Benj.  Lee,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Vaccination^  Philada. 
Thomas  M.  Drysdale,  Corresponding  Secretary^  Philadelphia. 
John  Montgomery,  Censor^  Chambersburg,  Franklin  County. 


Joseph  W.  Anderson, 
E.  B.  Brandt, 
Rowan  Clarke, 
Joseph  Coblentz, 
Hiram  Corson, 
John  Curwen, 
Alfred  Day, 
J.  Augustus  Ehler, 
Wm.  R.  Findley, 
George  Grove, 
D.  S.  Hayes, 
A.  J.  Herman, 
W.  H.  Lauman, 

W.  H.  LONGSDORF, 

Brainard  Leaman, 
M.  B.  MossER, 
H.  Mower, 
R.  N.  Short, 

R.  L.  SiBBET, 

G.  W.  Smith, 
John  J.  Zitzer, 


Permanent  Members. 
Cabinet, 
Mechanicsburg, 
Antistown, 
Reading, 
Norristown, 
Harrisburg, 
Mechanicsburg, 
Lancaster, 
Altoona, 
Big  Spring, 
Hollidaj'sburg, 
Carlisle, 

Mt.  Holly  Springs, 
Dickinson, 
Leaman  Piace^ 
Shiremanstown, 
Boiling  Springs, 
Mechanicsburg, 
Carlisle, 
Hollidaysburg, 
Carlisle, 


Montgomery  County. 

Cumberland         " 

Blair  " 

Berks 

Montgomery 

Dauphin 

Cumberland 

Lancaster 

Blair 

Cumberland 

Blair 

Cumberland 


u 

(4 

n 

(4 
(( 
U 
4( 
44 
44 


Lancaster 
CHmberland 

44 


Blair 
Cumberland 


44 

44 
44 
44 


Representatives  from  New  Jersey  State  Medical  Society. 
G.  H.  Larison,  Lambertville. 

C.  C.  Yanderbeok,  Alientown,  Monmouth  County. 

Bepresentative  from  New  York  State  Medical  Society. 
Sylvatora  Caro,  N.  Y.  City. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  T.  M.  Drysdale,  of  Philadel- 
phia, read  the  following  report  from  the  Censors  of  the  First  Dis- 
trict, in  relation  to  Dr.  Ehler,  of  Lancaster  County. 
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To  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Board  of  Censors  of  the  First  District  beg  leave  to  report 
that  the  following  "appeal"  has  been  received  by  them  from  J. 
Augustus  Ehler,  of  Lancaster  County  Medical  Society. 

Lancaster,  May  27,  1873. 

To  Hiram  Corson,  M.D.,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Censors 
(First  District)  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. 

Dear  Sir:  The  members  of  the  Lancaster  City  and  County 
Medical  Society  continue  to  disregard  the  decision  and  judgment 
of  the  Board  of  Censors  in  the  case  of  the  undersigned.  I  there- 
fore appeal  to  your  body  to  insist  upon  my  rights  being  restored, 
as  the  Constitution  of  the  State  Medical  Society  guarantees. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  AUGUSTUS  EHLER. 

And^  whereas^  a  quorum  of  the  Board  of  Censors,  composed  of 
Drs.  Corson,  Rutherford,  and  St.  Clair  Ash,  after  having  care- 
fully considered  the  appeal  of  Dr.  Ehler  from  the  action  of  the 
Lancaster  County  Medical  Society,  did,  at  the  meeting  of  the  State 
Society,  held  at  Williamsport  in  June,  1871,  report  adversely  to  the 
action  of  the  Lancaster  Count}'^  Medical  Society,  by  wliich  Dr. 
Ehler  was  expelled,  and  by  said  report  restored  him  to  membership. 
And, 

Whereas^  by  section  5  of  article  5  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
State  Society,  it  is  declared  that  "  the  decision  of  the  Censors  shall 
be  final ;"  therefore  we  regard  the  decision  of  a  former  Board  of 
Censors,  which  restored  Dr.  Ehler  to  the  rights  and  privileges  in 
the  Lancaster  County  Medical  Society,  which  he  possessed  prior  to 
his  expulsion,  as  a  final  settlement  of  the  case,  from  which  there 
can  be  no  appeal,  and  over  which  we  have  no  control.  But  as  offi- 
cers of  the  State  Society,  to  whom  have  been  assigned  the  important 
duty  to  guard  the  rights  of  members  of  County  Societies  and  main- 
tain the  honor  of  the  profession,  the  Board  of  Censors  beg  leave 
to  express  the  hope  that  the  State  Society  will  in  this  and  every 
other  case  of  like  character  maintain  its  authority  by  enforcing  its 
own  law,  recorded  in  section  9  of  article  5  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  which  we  re- 
spectfully invite  attention. 

W.  MURRAY  WEIDMAN,  M.D., 
WM.  H.  PANCOAST,  M.D. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Atlke,  of  Lancaster,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table.    Ayes  26  ;  nays  25. 
The  same  body  also  presented  the  following  petition  :^ 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  Assembled  at 
Carlisle. 

Whereas^  the  Board  of  Censors  of  the  First  District  presented 
to  the  Society,  at  its  meeting  held  at  Williamsport  in  June,  1871,  a 
written  report,  in  the  case  of  an  "  appeal"  of  a  member  of  a  county 
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society,  from  the  action  of  said  county  society,  which  report, 
through  some  misapprehension  of  the  Committee  of  Publication, 
failed  to  appear  in  the  Transactions  of  that  year ;  and  as  that  re- 
port was  an  essential  part  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case,  and  in- 
dispensable to  the  proper  elucidation  of  the  subject  of  which  it 
treats;  and  as  its  publication  by  the  Society  is  necessary  to  the 
proper  and  full  vindication  of  an  accused  member,  we  ask  that 
said  report  (now  in  the  hands  of  the  Permanent  Secretary)  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Publication,  to  be  embodied  in  the 
Transactions  of  1873. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HIRAM  CORSON, 

W.  MURRAY  WEIDMAN, 

WM.  H.  PANCOAST. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Dr.  E.  Hellteb,  of  Philadelphia,  that  the 
request  be  granted,  and  that  said  report  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publication,  pending  action  on  which,  the  Society  ad- 
journed until  afternoon. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  Society  assembled  at  1^  o'clock.   The  President  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  D.  D.  Hays,  of  Cumberland,  Dr.  I.  N.  Hmss, 
of  Cleveland  Medical  College,  was  invited  to  a  seat  with  the  So- 
ciety. 

The  minutes  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stetler,  the  various  county  delegations  were 
requested  to  meet  this  evening  and  select  their  member  of  the 
Nominating  Committee. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Atleb  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution : — 

Amend  Article  V.,  Section  5,  line  5,  by  striking  out  "final,"  and 
inserting  "reported  to  the  State  Medical  Society  at  its  next  meet- 
ing, for  final  action." 

As  this  was  objected  to  by  Dr.  Hiram  Corson,  of  Montgomery, 
it  necessarily  laid  over  one  year. 

The  President  now  called  up  the  motion  of  Dr.  Hellyer,  pend- 
ing from  the  morning  session. 

By  request,  the  Permanent  Secretary'  read  the  paper  proposed  to 
be  published. 

The  motion  to  publish  was  then  adopted  by  35  yeas  to  IT  nays. 

The  following  is  the  report  as  ordered  to  be  published : — 

The  Board  of  Medical  Censors  of  the  First  District  met  in  Phila- 
delphia February  1st,  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.,  to  consider  the  appeal  of 
Dr.  J.  Aug.  Ehler  from  the  action  of  tlie  Lancaster  CoQnty  Medical 
Society,  by  which  he  was  expelled  from  membership  in  said  Society. 
Present,  Dr.  Hiram  Corson,  Chairman,  Dr.  Henry  Carpenter,  Dr. 
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W.  W.  RuTHERPORD,  and  Dr.  H.  St.  Clair  Ash.  Dr.  Carpenter  de- 
clined to  serve  as  Censor  on  account  of  his  connection  with  the 
Lancaster  County  Society,  but  on  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Ehler  was 
retained  as  Secretary. 

The  charge  on  which  Dr.  Ehler  was  expelled,  was  for  violating 
Section  6,  of  Article  Y.,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  Societ}', 
which  says: — 

"  Members  of  this  Society  shall  be  debarred  from  consulting  or 
affording  the  privileges  of  professional  intercourse  with  any  member 
who  has  been  expelled  from  his  county  society  for  professional 
misconduct  or  violation  of  the  Code  of  Ethics." 

^His  defence  was  based  on  his  belief  that  Dr.  Hinkle,  with  whom 
he  had  consulted,  was  a  most  worthy  and  honorable  physician,  who 
was  improperly  expelled.  In  order  then  to  discover  the  criminality  of 
Dr.  Ehler,  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  examine  the  facts  in  relation 
to  Dr.  Franklin  Hinkle's  professional  conduct,  and  the  action  of 
the  Society  in  reference  to  him.  After  a  careful  consideration  of 
all  the  evidence  furnished  to  us  by  the  parties,  we  may  sum  it  up 
as  follows:  In  1866,  at  the  September  meeting  of  the  Lancaster 
County  Medical  Society,  Dr.  Franklin  Hinkle  was  impeached  for 
allowing  his  name  to  be  appended  to  a  printed  paper,  issued  by  the 
clerk  in  his  drug  store,  calling  attention  to  a  remedy  for  cholera 
and  kindred  affections.  When  impeached  and  shown  the  impro- 
priety of  the  act,  he  at  once  began  to  atone'  for  the  indiscretion, 
ceased  to  put  up  and  vend  the  offensive  prescription,  and  sold  his 
drug  store  on  the  1st  of  October  of  the  same  year,  and,  so  far  as 
was  possible,  washed  his  hands  of  the  whole  business  complained 
of  by  the  Society.  Then,  at  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  in 
November,  1866,  when  he  was  to  be  tried  for  the  offence,  he  came 
forward,  told  what  he  had  done  to  atone  for  his  indiscretion,  ex- 
pressed his  regret  that  he  had  done  anything  in  violation  of  the 
Code  of  Ethics  or  the  Constitution  of  the  State  or  Lancaster 
County  Society,  was  ready  to  prove  by  his  clerk  that  he  had  not 
regarded  this  as  a  secret  remedy,  and  that  now  he  offered  the  pre- 
scription to  the  Society.  He  had  not  regarded  it  as  a  violation  of 
the  Code  of  Ethics  to  have  his  common  remedy  for  cholera,  called 
"Hinkle's  Cholera  Mixture,"  inasmuch  as  nearly  every  druggist 
has  some  medicine  bearing  their  name,  more  for  convenience  sake 
than  because  they  are  secret  remedies ;  but  that  now,  as  heretofore, 
he  was  unwilling  to  do  anything  believed  by  the  Society  to  be  de- 
rogatory to  the  honor  of  the  profession.  Notwithstanding  this 
manly  and  prompt  atonement,  which  was  all  that  an  honorable  man 
could  make,  the  Society  would  not  receive  his  prescription  nor 
hear  his  witness,  nor  regard  his  offers  to  cease  to  do  evil  and  try 
to  do  well,  but  voted  his  expulsion.  Though  thus  expelled.  Dr. 
Hinkle  has  continued  to  practise  extensively,  but  has  not  on  any 
occasion,  either  by  word  or  deed,  so  far  as  we  could  learn,  violated 
the  rules  which  govern  honorable  members  of  the  profession.  It 
was  for  consulting  with  Dr.  Hinkle,  expelled  four  years  ago,  that 
the  Society  expelled  Dr.  Ehler,  basing  its  action  on  Article  YI., 
Section  T,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  Society,  as  well  as  on 
authority  given  to  them  in  the  Lancaster  County  Society's  By- 
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Laws.  In  view  of  the  high  character  of  those  physicians,  we 
deeply  regret  that  the  Lancaster  County  Medical  Society  did  not 
accept  the  atonement  of  Dr.  Hinrle — the  full  atonement  that  an 
honorable  man  could  offer.  They  should  at  most  have  only  censured 
or  suspended.  Expulsion  is  intended  only  for  the  incorrigible. 
But,  failing  here,  Dr.  Hinkle  should  at  once  have  availed  himself 
of  his  privilege  of  appeal  from  the  Society  to  the  State  Censors, 
and  had  he  done  so  we  believe  he  would  have  been  restored  to 
honorable  membership.  We  cannot  but  commend  him  here  for  his 
manly  and  honest  effort  to  put  himself  right  with  the  profession. 
However  the  action  of  the  Society  in  the  expulsion  of  those 
members  may  accord  with  the  letter  of  the  law,  it  is  so  discordant 
with  the  spirit  of  the  profession,  which  would  gather  into  its  folds 
every  honorable  and  enlightened  physician;  there  is  something  so 
illiberal  in  the  expulsion  of  a  physician  like  Dr.  Ehler — the  peer 
of  the  best  of  us — because  he  consulted  in  a  diflScult  and  dangerous 
case  with  Dr.  Hinkle,  a  man  of  acknowledged  abilitj'  and  excellent 
morals,  and  who  is  greatly  respected  in  the  community,  that  we  are 
constrained  to  believe  that  the  expulsion  of  those  gentlemen  will 
work  mischief  and  dishonor  to  our  profession,  while  a  considerate, 
mild  treatment  of  Dr.  Hinkle  would  have  retained  him  in  member- 
ship and  saved  Dr.  Ehler  from  being  willing  to  jeopard  his  rights  of 
membership  rather  than  refuse  as  a  member  of  a  benevolent  pro- 
fession to  aid  a  friend  to  preserve  the  life  of  a  valuable  member  of 
society.  We  cannot^  therefore^  indorse  the  action  of  the  Society  in 
expelling  Dr.  Ehler. 

HIRAM  CORSON,  M.D., 

WM.  W.  RUTHERFORD,  M.D., 

H.  ST.  CLAIR  ASH,  M.D. 


The  following  telegram,  from  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society, 

was  received : — 

"CoLOMBUs,  O.,  June  11, 1873. 

"  The  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  now  in  session,  sends  greeting. 

"A.  B.  JONES,  President.*' 

On  motion,  the  Permanent  Secretary  was  directed  to  respond. 
The  following  reply  was  sent: — 

"Cablislb,  June  11, 1873. 

"  The  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  accepts  your  greeting, 
and  reciprocates  it. 

"WM.  B.  ATKmSOlf,  Permanent  Secretary.'' 

Dr.  R.  L.  SiBBET,  of  Cumberland,  offered  the  following: — 

Whereas^  In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  many  persons  are  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  who  are  wholly 
disqualified  for  such  responsible  work,  never  having  studied  medi- 
cine or  surgery  regularly  with  any  preceptor,  nor  attended  lectures 
in  any  respectable  medical  school  recognized  by  law ; 
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And  whereas^  The  existing  enactments  on  our  statute  books,  de- 
signed to  protect  the  people  of  a  few  counties  from  the  imposition 
of  monej-loving  medical  pretenders,  and  a  noble  profession  from 
tailing  into  disrepute,  are  so  imperfect  as  to  be  inefficient  in  many 
cases;  and  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  more  efficient  and 
general  legislation  on  this  subject,  especially  if  presented  b}-^  this 
Societ}',  might  now  be  obtained :  therefore 

Hesolvedj  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  permanent  member 
or  delegate  from  each  county  society  here  represented,  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  draft  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  and  surgery  in  our  State,  and  report  the  same  as 
soon  as  possible,  for  consideration  and  adoption  by  this  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Bulkeley,  of  Luzerne,  the  preamble  and 
resolution  were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  as  the  Committee  : — 

R.  L.  SiBBET,  Cumberland  County,  Chairman;  G.  D.  Bruce, 
Allegheny;  Jos.  Coblentz,  Berks;  Edward  Mills,  Bradford;  C. 
Irwin,  Blair ;  D.  Best,  Crawford ;  C.  A.  Rahter,  Dauphin  ;  J.  L. 
Stewart,  Erie ;  J.  S.  Crawford,  Lycoming ;  John  L.  Atlee,  Lan- 
caster ;  J.  E.  Bulkeley,  Luzerne ;  E.  Griswold,  Mercer ;  T.  Green, 
Northampton;  W,  R.  Cisna,  Perry;  J.  G.  Stetler,  Philadelphia; 
J.  P.  Treichler,  Schuylkill ;  C.  W.  Brown,  Tioga ;  R.  Crawford, 
Venango ;  S.  L.  Blachly,  Washington  ;  T.  J.  Hollahan,  York. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  N.  McDonald,  of  Allegheny,  the  action  by 
which  the  Report  of  the  Censors  in  1871  was  ordered  to  be  pub- 
lished was  reconsidered.* 

The  motion  to  publish  was  again  voted  upon,  with  two  votes  only 
in  the  negative. 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  H.  Corson,  the  President  gave  his  decision 
as  to  the  power  of  the  Censors  in  such  cases,  which  was  as  follows: — 

"I  decide  that  the  Censors  have  the  power  to  restore  a  member 
who  has  been  suspended  or  expelled,  to  good  standing,  and  that  a 
report  adverse  to  the  action  of  the  county  society  in  suspending 
or  expelling  a  member  would  restore  him  to  good  standing." 

Dr.  E.  A.  Wood,  of  Allegheny,  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
Censors  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Ehler  be  referred  again  to  the  Censors. 

The  President  declared  the  motion  out  of  order. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Taylor,  of  Philadelphia,  moved  that  the  whole  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Lancaster  County  Medical  Society  for  adjudica- 
tion. 

The  President  declared  this  out  of  order. 

Dr.  Stetler  then  offered  the  following : — 

Resolved^  That  the  Report  of  the  Censors  on  the  appeal  of  Dr. 
J.  Aug.  Ehler  from  the  Lancaster  County  Medical  Society  be  sus- 
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tained  and  declared  valid  and  final,  and  as  establishing  the  good 
standing  of  said  J.  Aug.  Ehler  in  the  Lancaster  County  Medical 
Societ}'. 

This  was  negatived  by  a  decided  vote. 

Dr.  Wood  protested  against  the  decision  of  tlie  Chair  as  recorded 
above,  regarding  it  as  a  wrong  to  the  Lancaster  County  Medical 
Society. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  now  appealed  from  this  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

The  appeal  was  put  by  the  Vice-President,  and  the  Chair  was 
sustained. 

The  Censors,  by  Dr.  H.  Corson,  now  offered  the  following  protest, 
which  was  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  but  after  some  de- 
bate it  was  witlidrawn  by  Dr.  Corson  : — 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

As  Censors  of  the  Medical  Society  we  feel  compelled  to  call  the 
attention  of  your  members  to  action  had  by  the  Society  at  its 
meeting  in  Franklin  in  June,  18t2,  so  irregular,  so  unconstitutional, 
so  in  violation  of  its  own  laws,  so  directly  opposed  to  all  the  rulings 
and  provisions  previously  declared  by  Presidents  of  this  Society, 
that,  if  left  to  stand  as  precedents  unchallenged,  will  set  at  naught 
the  authority  of  the  State  Censors  and  lead  to  insubordination 
against  the  commands  of  the  Society  itself. 

At  the  meeting  at  Franklin  a  member  was  allowed  to  interrupt 
the  proceedings  and  take  up  the  time  of  the  Society  to  make  a 
statement  of  the  doings  of  a  county  society  with  an  expelled 
member,  who  had  appealed  from  its  action  and  been  restored  to  his 
rights  by  decision  of  the  Censors  of  this  Society.  Nor  was  this 
all.  In  the  absence  of  the  accused,  and  of  the  Censors  who  had 
thoroughly  investigated  th^  case  and  conscientiously  decided  it; 
and  in  contempt  of  the  decisions  of  President  Wallace  in  1870 
and  of  President  Gross  in  18T1,  that  the  decision  of  the  Censors  is 
final,  and  in  disregard  of  Section  5,  Article  5,  of  the  Constitution, 
which  says,  in  reference  to  an  appeal  by  an  expelled  member,  "The 
decision  of  the  Censors  shall  be  final:"  a  resolution  was  offered  and 
passed  that  "  the  whole  action  of  the  Lancaster  County  Society  in 
the  matter  of  the  expulsion  of  Dre.  Hinkle  and  Ehler  be  approved." 

Could  anything  be  more  unconstitutional  than  such  action? 
more  in  contempt  of  law  and  order?  Has  the  State  Society  any 
right  to  hear  and  determine  a  difficulty  between  a  county  society 
and  one  of  its  members  ?  Can  it  reach  forth  its  arm  and  hurl  hun 
from  his  place  in  the  county  society?  No!  Thanks  to  the  founders 
of  the  State  Society,  they  have  established  a  barrier  against  such 
interference  by  providing  a  tribunal  before  which  all  membei*s  of 
county  societies  may  bring  their  grievances  for  examination ;  and 
have  declared  that  the  decisions  of  that  tribunal,  that  court  of  last 
resort,  shall  be  final.  In  view  of  those,  facts,  we,  the  Censors  of  the 
district  in  which  this  diflSculty  occurred,  and  to  the  adjustment  of 
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which  the  Censors  gave  a  patient  and  thorough  investigation,  and 
in  due  form  reported  their  decision  to  the  State  Society  (which  de- 
cision the  State  by  its  law  has  declared  to  be  final),  do  enter  our 
emphatic  protest  against  the  unconstitutional  action  of  the  Society 
in  the  case  referred  to,  the  proceedings  of  which  are  recorded  on 
page  21  of  Transactions  of  1872. 

HIRAM  CORSON, 

W.  MURRAY  WEIDMAN, 

WM.  H.  PANCOAST. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Wood  now  moved  that  that  portion  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  meeting  of  this  Society,  held  in  Franklin,  1872,  relating  to 
this  case,  by  which  the  Lancaster  County  Society  was  unanimously 
sustained,  be  expunged. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Stetler  moved  to  substitute  the  word  rescinded^  which 
was  accepted  by  Dr.  Wood. 

On  a  motion  of  Dr.  H.  O.  Orris,  of  Dauphin,  that  the  whole 
matter  be  indefinitely  postponed.  Dr.  J.  L.  Stewart,  of  Erie, 
called  the  previous  question,  but  the  call  was  not  sustained. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  R.  L.  Sibbet,  the  whole  subject  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  C.  W.  Brown,  of  Tioga,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved^  That  as  the  charges  brought  before  this  Society  jat 
Franklin,  against  the  Tioga  County  Medical  Society,  and  referred 
to  the  Censors  of  that  district,  have  not  been  sustained,  therefore 
these  charges  shall  be  dropped. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  the  following  communication 
from  the  Blair  County  Medical  Society,  notifying  him  of  the  ex- 
pulsion of  Dr.  W.  R.  FiNDLEY  from  that  Society. 

HoLLiDATSBURo,  Maj  20, 1873. 

To  Dr.  T.  M.  Drysdale^  Corresponding  Secretary  of  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Dear  Sir:  The  following  extracts  from  the  minutes  of  the 
Blair  County  Medical   Society  will  suflSciently  explain  themselves. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  tlie  Blair  County  Medical  Society,  held 
in  Hollidaysburg  on  January  28,  18T3,  the  following  was  offered  by 
Dr.  R.  W.  Christy,  Sr.,  and  passed  unanimously,  viz.: — 

^^Eesolved^  That,  the  charge  of  surreptitiously  and  stealthily 
taking  the  minute-book  of  the  Blair  County  Medical  Society 
having  been  established  against  Wm.  R.  Findley,  it  is  due  to  the 
self-respect  of  this  Society  that  he  be  expelled  from  membershij) 
in  it." 

It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Sydney  Thompson  "that  the  name  of  Dr. 
Wm.  R.  Findley  be  stricken  from  the  roll  of  the  Blair  County 
Medical  Societ}',  and  tliat  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  notify  the 
Secretary  of  the  Medical  Societ}'  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  of 
the  action  of  this  Societj'." 

CRAWFORD  IRWIN, 
Secretary  of  Blair  County  Medical  Society, 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Stetler  it  was  received  and  ordered  to  be 
entered  on  the  minutes. 

Reports  from  County  Societies  being  in  order,  reports  were  re- 
ceived from  Allegheny,  Northampton,  Tioga,  Clearfield,  Fayette, 
and  others. 

A  portion  of  the  report  from  Philadelphia  County  was  read  by 
Dr.  Benj.  Lee. 

On  motion  these  reports  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lication. 

Dr.  L.  TuRNBULL,  of  Philadelphia,  read  a  paper  on  Diseases  of 
the  Ear,  concluding  with  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions:— 

Whereas^  It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Society  that  there 
is,  throughout  the  western  counties  of  this  State,  a  large  and  rapidly 
increasing  number  of  young  deaf  mutes  who  are  growing  up  in 
total  ignorance  and  for  whose  education  at  present  no  provision 
exists,  while  even  in  our  large  cities  the  provision  is  inadequate: 
therefore 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  President 
to  draft  a  memorial  to  the  liCgislature  of  the  State,  setting  forth  the 
facts  above  stated,  and  urging  upon  it  the  importance  of  increasing 
the  appropriation  for  the  instruction  of  this  class  of  unfortunates 
within  our  borders. 

Resolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Society  at  least  two  new 
institutions  for  this  purpose  are  required  in  the  rural  districts,  while 
in  every  large  centre  of  population  day  schools  should  be  established. 

Besolvedj  That  it  is  desirable  that  in  all  the  State  Institutions  a 
full  trial  of  "BelPs  new  method  of  instruction  by  articulation" 
should  be  made. 

Resolved^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  embody 
the  foregoing  suggestions  in  their  memorial,  and  to  use  their  in- 
fluence with  members  of  the  Legislature  from  their  respective 
counties  to  procure  the  passage  of  such  an  enactment. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee  the  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  President  appointed  as  the  committee,  Drs.  L.  Turnbull,  of 
Philadelphia,  J.  Curwen,  of  Dauphin,  W.  J.  Gilmore,  of  Allegheny, 
and  T.  McKennon,  of  Washington. 

By  request,  the  name  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  the  President,  was 
added. 

The  subject  of  these  affections  was  discussed  by  Drs.  J.  L.  Atlee, 
H.  Corson,  Lee,  Turnbull,  and  others. 

The  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  subject  was  post- 
poned for  the  present. 

Evening  Session, 
Vice-President  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee  in  the  chair. 
The  President  then  delivered  the  annual  address.     On  motion  of 
Dr.  J.  G.  Stetler,  of  Philadelphia,  thanks  were  tendered  the  Pre- 
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sldent  for  his  neat  and  interesting  address,  and  a  copy  was  re- 
quested for  publication. 

The  following  were  announced  as  constituting  the  Committee 
on  Nominations: — 

Drs.  N.  McDonald,  Allegheny ;  Jos.  Coblentz,  Berks ;  C.  Irwin, 
Blair;  E.  Mills,  Bradford;  W.  A.  Means,  Clearfield  ;  S.  M.  Snyder, 
Columbia  and  Montour ;  D.  Best,  Crawford  ;  W.  G.  Stewart,  Cumber- 
land; C.  A.Rahter,  Dauphin;  J.L.Stewart,  Erie;  I.N.  Snively, 
Franklin;  J.  W.  Hughes,  Indiana;  B.  Leaman,  Lancaster;  J.  E. 
Bulkeley,  Luzerne ;  T.  Lyon,  Lycoming ;  E.  Qriswold,  Mercer ;  H. 
Corson,  Montgomery ;  T.  Green,  Northampton  ;  W.  R.  Cisna,  Perry ; 
H.  St.  Clair  Ash,  Philadelphia ;  J.  F.  Treichler,  Schuylkill ;  A.  T. 
Brundage,  Susquehanna;  C.  W.  Brown,  Tioga;  T.  McKennon, 
Washington ;  R.  Crawford,  Yenango. 

On  motion  this  committee  was  ordered  to  meet  at  8  A.  M.  on 
Thursday. 

Adjourned. 

Thursday  Morning,  June  12. 

The  President  called  the  Society  to  order  at  9^  A.  M. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  read  the  following : — 

DiCKIItSON  COLLBOB,  CARLISLE,  Pa.,  JoDe  10,  1873. 

Genllemen  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania, 
It  would  afford  us  great  pleasure  to  have  you  visit  the  libraries^ 

museum,  etc.,  connected  with  the  college  during  your  sojourn  here. 
The  above  will  be  open  from  12  M.  to  3  P.  M.  to-day  (Thursday), 

and  at  any  time  that  may  better  suit  your  convenience. 

By  order  of  the  facultj"^, 

CHARLES  F.  HIMES,  Secretary, 

On  motion  the  invitation  was  accepted  and  the  thanks  of  the  So- 
ciety were  tendered  to  the  faculty. 

Dr.  S.  Caro,  representative  from  the  New  York  State  Medical 
Society,  was  introduced  and  addressed  the  Society. 

Dr.  J.  CuRWEN,  of  Harrisburg,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
a  New  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  presented  the  following  report,  which, 
on  motion,  was  received  and  the  committee  were  discharged. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  the  Legisla 
ture  of  Pennsylvania  in  favor  of  a  hospital  for  the  insane  for  the 
ten  northwestern  counties  of  the  State,  respectfully  report  that  they 
attended  to  the  duties  of  their  appointment,  that  the  memorial  (a 
copy  of  which  accompanies  their  report  and  is  made  part  of  the 
same)  was  prepared  and  distributed  very  freely  among  the  members 
VOL.  X.  3 
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of  the*  Legislature  and  in  the  district,  that  the  Legislature  passed 
a  bill  unanimously  through  both  houses,  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  three  commissioners  to  select  a  site  and  build  a  hospital, 
making  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  com- 
mence operations. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  CURWEN,   Chairman. 

Dr.  CuRWEN,  chairman  of  the  Committee  to  Revise  the  Censorial 
Districts,  presented  a  report  and  also  a  minority  report  by  Dr. 
Leasure. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stetler  both  reports  were  received  and  entered 
upon  the  minutes,  and  were  laid  over  till  next  year  to  give  time 
for  mature  deliberation  of  the  subject  by  the  Society. 

The  Committee  to  revise  the  Censorial  Districts,  offer  the  follow- 
ing:— 

Censorial  Districts. 

1.  Philadelphia,  Delaware,  and  Chester. 

2.  Bucks,  Northampton,  Lehigh,  Carbon,  Monroe,  and  Pike. 

3.  Montgomery,  Berks,  and  Schuylkill. 

4.  Lancaster,  Lebanon,  Dauphin,  Perry,  and  Snyder. 

5.  Cumberland,  York,  Adams,  Franklin,  and  Fulton. 

6.  Juniata,  Mifflin,  Huntingdon,  Blair,  Cambria,  Bedford,  and 
Somerset. 

7.  Fayette,  Westmoreland,  Indiana,  and  Armstrong. 

8.  Allegheny,  Washington,  and  Greene. 

9.  Butler,  Beaver,  Lawrence,  Mercer,  Venango,  and  Clarion. 

10.  Erie,  Crawford,  Warren,  Jefferson,  Forest,  Elk,  McEean, 
Potter,  and  Cameron. 

11.  Clearfield,  Centre,  Clinton,  Tioga,  Lycoming,  Northumber- 
land, and  Union. 

12.  Montour,  Columbia,  Luzerne,  and  Sullivan. 

13.  Bradford,  Wyoming,  Susquehanna,  and  Wayne. 

Each  county  society  to  be  entitled  to  one  member  of  the  Board 
of  Censors  of  the  district 

Cetisors. 

1.  That  all  questions  affecting  the  Code  of  Ethics  in  any  county 
society  may  be  referred  to  the  Censors  of  the  district  for  decision. 

2.  That  in  any  case  brought  before  the  Board  of  Censors,  the 
decision  of  a  majority  of  the  Censors  met  at  the  same  time  and 
place  shall  be  necessary  for  the  proper  adjudication  of  the  case. 

3.  That  when  an  appeal  is  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Board 
of  Censors  of  any  district,  or  a  case  arises  in  which  any  member 
of  the  Board  of  Censors  may  be  in  any  way  interested,  the  whole 
matter  may  be  referred  for  settlement  to  the  Board  of  Censors  of 
an  adjoining  district,  which  may  be  selected  by  a  majority  of  the 
board  of  the  district  interested. 

W.  WORTHINGTON, 
JOHN  CURWBN. 
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Dr.  D.  Leasube,  wliile  agreeing  to  the  foregoing,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing minority  report : — 

Article  I.,  Section  8,  By-Laws. 

When  an  api^eal  has  been  taken  by  one  or  more  ];pembers  of  a 
coanty  society,  from  a  decision  of  said  society,  to  tlie  Board  of 
Censors,  and  owing  to  distance,  sickness,  or  other  cause  it  is  im- 
practicable to  convene  a  quorum  of  the  board,  it  is  lawful  for  the 
chairman  of  the  Iward  to  designate  one  of  the  members  thereof, 
not  a  member  of  tlie  Society  from  whose  decision  an  appeal  has 
been  made,  to  meet  with  the  appellants  and  such  parties  as  may  be 
appointed  by  the  county  society  appealed  from,  and  hear  the  testi- 
mony and  receive  such  copies  of  records  and  written  statements  as 
bear  upon  the  case,  making  written  record  of  verbal  testimony,  all 
of  which,  making  a  complete  and  full  history  of  the  case  in  dispute, 
shall  be  endorsed  by  him  as  full  and  complete,  and  his  decision 
appended  with  his  reasons  therefor,  and  forwarded  by  mail  or 
otherwise  to  each  member  of  the  Board  of  Censors,  who  in  turn, 
after  examining  the  record,  shall  in  like  manner  endorse  his  deci- 
sion with  reasons  appended,  and  after  being  thus  submitted  and 
endorsed,  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Censors,  or  if  he  be  a 
meml>er  of  the  county  society  appealed  against,  the  next  Censor  in 
position  on  the  published  list,  shall  forward  the  decision  of  the 
board  to  the  Corresponding  Secretarj-^  of  the  State  Society  in  com- 
pliance with  the  provision  of  Section  7  preceding:  provided  that  in 
all  cases  where  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Censors  is  also  a  member 
of  the  county  society  interested  in  the  appeal,  he  shall  not  act  as 
a  Censor  in  the  case  at  issue,  and  if  from  death,  removal,  or  other 
cause  there  shall  not  be  three  disinterested  Censors,  the  chairman 
or  acting  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Censors  shall  submit  tlie  papers 
relating  to  the  case  to  any  member  of  the  Board  of  Censors  of  an 
adjoining  district,  whose  endorsement  and  decision  shall  be  of  equal 
force  as  that  of  the  members  of  the  proper  district,  and  such  deci- 
sion shall  have  the  same  binding  force  as  though  made  entirely  by 
the  Censors  of  tlie  district  in  which  the  case  originated.  Provided 
further,  that  where  an  appeal  is  taken  during  the  last  quarter  of  the 
current  censorial  year,  and  no  quorum  exists  in  the  resident  Censors 
of  the  district,  the  chairman  of  the  board  may  hold  the  case  over 
until  the  appointment  of  a  new  Board  of  Censors. 

D.  LEASURE. 

Dr.  CuRWEN  presented  the  following,  and  asked  that  this  Society 
also  adopt  them. 

Resolutions  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Association  of  Medical 
Superintendents  of  American  Institutions  for  the  Insane,  at  their 
session  in  Baltimore,  May  30,  1873. 

Whereas^  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Charities  of 
Pennsylvania  has  requested  that  this  association  should  express 
its  opinion  in  regard  to  the  proper  disposal  of  insane  convicts:  it 
is  therefore 

Eesolved^  First,  that  neither  the  cells  of  penitentiaries  and  jails, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


24  MINUTES    OF    THE    ANNUAL    MEETING, 

nor  the  wards  of  ordinary  liospitals  for  the  insane,  are  proper  places 
for  the  custody  and  treatment  of  this  class  of  the  insane. 

Besolvedj  Second,  that  when  the  numher  of  this  class  in  any 
State  (or  in  any  two  or  more  adjoining  States  which  will  unite  in 
the  project)  .is  suflBcient  to  justify  such  a  course,  these  cases 
should  be  placed  in  a  hospital  specially  provided  for  the  purpose, 
and  that  until  this  can  be  done  they  should  be  treated  in  a  hospital 
connected  with  some  prison,  and  not  in  the  wards  or  in  separate 
buildings  upon  any  part  of  the  ground  of  an  ordinary  hospital  for 
the  insane. 

On  motion,  this  preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Curwen  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved^  That  a  comtaittee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  memorialize 
the  State  Legislature  in  reference  to  the  proper  care  and  treatment 
of  insane  criminals. 

Committee. — Drs.  Curwen,  Traill  Green,  of  Northampton ;  J. 
L.  Stewart,  of  Erie ;  J.  S.  Crawford,  of  Luzerne ;  Rowan  Cla&k, 
of  Blair ;  T.  McKennon,  of  Washington ;  and  Washington  L. 
Atlee,  of  Philadelphia. 

On  motion.  Dr.  A.  Harshberger,  of  Mifflin  County,  was  invited 
to  a  seat  with  the  Society. 

Dr.  S.  M.  Snyder,  of  Montour,  offered  the  following: — 

In  order  to  facilitate  business  and  advance  the  interest  of  tbe 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  be  it 

Resolved^  That  no  member  of  this  Society  be  permitted  to  speak 
more  than  once  on  the  same  subject  before  other  members  have 
spoken,  and  no  member  be  allowed  to  speak  more  than  five  minutes 
and  only  twice  on  the  same  subject. 

A  motion  by  Dr.  Stetler  to  lay  it  on  the  table  was  negatived. 

A  motion  by  Dr.  E.  T.  Gammage,  of  Delaware,  to  amend  by  say- 
ing ten  minutes,  was  negatived. 

The  resolution  was  finally  rejected  by  a  vote  of  20  yeas  to  21 
nays. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Lee,  of  Philadelphia,  presented  and  read  the  report 
on  compulsory  vaccination. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Green  the  report  was  received  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Publication,  and  the  committee  was  continued. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  presented  a  partial  report  as  fol- 
lows : — 
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FresidenL 
S.  B.  KiEFFER,  Cumberland  County. 

Vice-Presidents. 

S.  L.  Blachley,  Washington  County. 

J.  E.  BuLKELEY,  Lycoming  " 

T.  H.  Helsby,  Luzerne  " 

John  Montgomery,  Franklin  " 

Corresponding  Secretary, 
T.  M.  Drysdale,  Pliiladelphia  County. 

Permanent  Secretary, 
Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  Pliiladelphia  County. 

Recording  Secretary, 
Charles  McIntyre,  Northampton  County. 

Treasurer, 
Benjamin  Lee,  Philadelphia  County. 

Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association. 

J.  C.  Cotton,  Crawford  County. 

J.  W.  Hughes,  Indiana        " 

C.  W.  Brown,  Tioga           " 

E.  Mills,  Bradford      " 

J.  Z.  Gerhard,  Dauphin       " 

G.  D.  Bruce,  Allegheny    " 

J.  D.  Ross,  .  Blair             " 

Frank  Cowan,  Westmoreland  County. 

S.  M.  Snyder,  Montour                " 

Joseph  Swartz,  Perry                     " 

Place  of  Meeting, 

Easton. 

Committee  of  Arrangements, 

Traill  Green,  City  of  Easton. 

P.  B.  Breinio,  " 

J.  M.  JUNKIN,  " 

Stephen  Laubach,  " 

Samuel  Sandt,  " 

John  Sandt,  " 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


26  MINUTES    OF   THE    ANNUAL    HESTINO, 

Representatives  to  New  Jersey  Medical  Society. 
L.  J.  Deal,  Philadelphia. 

W.  W.  Dale,'  Cumberland. 

A.  T.  Bbundaqe,  Susquehanna. 

Bepreaentativea  to  New  York  State  Medical  Society. 
Wm.  T.  Taylor,  Philadelphia. 

H.  H.  Borden,  Tioga. 

J.  L.  Stewart,  Erie. 

J.  S.  Crawford,  Lycoming. 

jRepreaentatives  to  Ohio  State  Medical  Society. 
D.  Best,  Crawford  County. 

W.  A.  Means,  Clearfield      " 

^        A.  Richter,  Lycoming      " 

M.  A.  Arnholt,  Allegheny     " 

Representatives  to  Delaware  State  Medical  Society. 
John  T.  Rat,  Crawford  County. 

Charles  Meine,  Tioga  " 

Thomas  H.  Helsbt,  Lycoming       " 

Representatives  to  West  Virginia  State  Medical  Association. 
Thomas  McKennon,  Washington  County. 

A.  Stewart,  Cumberland        " 

Wm.  p.  Knox,  Allegheny  " 

Representatives  to  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty  of 
Maryland. 
C.  A.  Raster,  Dauphin  County. 

Daniel  P.  Beaver,  Berks       *    " 

J.  S.  Crawford,  Lycoming   " 

L  N.  Snively,  Franklin      " 

Hiram  Corson,  Montgomery  County. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson  the  report  was  adopted  as  read. 

It  having  been  announced  that  the  usual  time  of  meeting  would 
interfere  with  that  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  Dr.  B.  A. 
Wood  moved  to  refer  this  to  the  Nominating  Committee,  but  the 
motion  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  the  By-Laws 
were  amended  as  follows : — 

Article  IL,  amend  to  read :  "  The  time  of  meeting  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Nominating  Committee  for  each  year." 

Dr.  J.  L.  Stewart,  of  Erie,  presented  and  read  a  paper  on  "  Exci- 
sion of  the  Median  Nerve  for  relief  of  Traumatic  Neuralgia." 
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On  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 
Dr.  E.  A.  Wood  offered  the  following : — 

Whereas^  Although  we  believe  that  the  resolution  offered  by  Dr. 
King,  and  adopted  by  this  Society  at  Franklin,  in  June,  1872,  ex- 
pressed the  honest  convictions  of  the  members  present,  yet  as  it  is 
in  violation  of  the  rulings  of  Presidents  Wallace,  Gross,  and  Pol- 
lock on  the  interpretation  of  Article, V.,  Section  5,  of  the  Consti- 
tution: therefore 

Besolved^  That  the  resolution  adopted  at  Franklin,  in  June,  1872, 
which  declares  "  that  the  whole  action  of  the  Lancaster  County 
Medical  Society,  in  the  matter  of  the  expulsion  of  Drs.  Hinkle  and 
Ehler,  be  approved,"  be  hereby  made  null  and  void. 

After  some  discussion,  a  motion  by  Dr.  Dale  to  lay  it  on  the 
table  was  lost. 

On  motion  the  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted. 

A  motion  by  Dr.  Washington  L.  Atleb,  to  reconsider  the 
action  of  Wednesday  on  the  motion  of  Dr.  Stetler,  relative  to 
this  matter,  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  Stetler  then  asked  and  was  granted  permission  to  withdraw 
his  resolution. 

The  Report  on  Obstetrics,  by  Dr.  Wm.  Goodell,  of  Philadelphia, 
was  read  by  the  Permanent  Secretary,  and  on  motion  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Publication^ 

Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee  made  a  verbal  Report  on  Surgery,  having  been 
prevented  by  sickness  from  preparing  a  written  one. 

The  subject  matter  was  discussed  by  Dr.  H.  Corson. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson,  Dr.  Atleb  was  requested  to  write 
out  his  remarks  for  publication. 

Dr.  B.  Lee,  on  behalf  of  the  Treasurer,  read  the  Annual  Report, 
which  was  referred  to  aiaditors,  Drs.  H.  St.  C.  Ash,  T.  Green,  and 
J.  G.  Stetler. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Benj.  Lee,  it  was  unanimously 

JResolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Society  be,  and  is  hereby, 
empowered  to  deposit  such  portion  of  the  balance  in  his  hands  as 
he  shall  judge  not  to  be  needed  for  current  expenses,  in  one  of  the 
banking  institutions  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  interest  is  paid  on 
deposits. 

Dr.  Atkinson  read  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Publication, 
which  on  motion  was  received. 

Philadblphia,  Jane  9, 1873. 

The  Committee  of  Publication  report  that  they  have  had  printed 
1200  copies  of  the  Transactions  for  1872,  at  an  expense  of  $809  09. 
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There  were  distributed — 

To  County  Societies 1021 

Medical  Journals,  etc., 31 

Remaining  on  hand 148 

Total 1200 

Respectfully  submitted, 

•  WM.  B.  ATKINSON,   Chairman. 

Bills  from  the  Committee  on  Insane  Hospital,  to  the  amount  of 
$75,  were  presented,  and  ordered  paid. 
Dr. B. Lee  oflTered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously  adopted:— 

Besolvedj  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  and  are  hereby 
tendered  to  Dr.  L.  S.  Bolles,  our  late  Treasurer,  for  his  efficient 
services,  and  we  regret  that  he  has  felt  it  necessary  to  decline  a  re- 
election. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  B.  Lee,  Article  YII.  of  the  Constitution  was, 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  amended  by  striking  out,  "  and  each  perma- 
nent member,  who  is  in  attendance  as  such,  shall,  before  admission 
to  a  seat,  pay  an  assessment  of  three  dollars." 

Cases  of  malformation  of  the  uterus  and  appendages  were  related 
by  Drs.  W.  L.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia,  R.  L.  Sibbet,  of  Cumber- 
land, and  W.H.  Pancoast,  of  Philadelphia. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stetler,  these  gentlemen  were  requested  to 
write  out  their  remarks  for  publication. 

On  motion  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  2^  P.  M. 

Afternoon  Session. 
The  President  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Q.  H.  Larison,  representative  from  the  New  Jersey  State 
Medical  Societj'^,  was  introduced  and  made  the  following  remarks:— 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Penn- 
sylvania, 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  meet  with  you  on  this  twenty-fourth 
anniversary  of  your  Society,  as  a  corresponding  delegate  from  the 
State  Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  to  renew  that  fraternal  feeling 
that  exists  between  these  organizations.  Whenever  present,  you 
have  always  extended  a  cordial  welcome  to  our  State  delegations, 
and  I  assure  you,  in  behalf  of  our  State  Society,  as  chairman  of 
their  delegation  here  to-day,  that  your  corresponding  representatives 
are  no  less  appreciated  and  welcomed  by  us. 

The  promotion  of  our  chosen  profession  is  common  to  us  all, 
differing  only  in  our  fields  of  labor.     Your  wide  expanse  of  terri- 
tory, stretching  from  the  Ohio  boundary  to  the  banks  of  our  Dela-  • 
ware,  with  a  width  quite  equal  to  our  length,  gives  your  proportion 
the  finest  variety  of  surface  and  climate,  with  a  population,  rapidly 
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increasing,  of  already  more  than  three  and  a  half  millions,  all  of 
vrhich  come  under  3'our  immediate  charge. 

Your  field  of  labor,  usefulness,  and  improvement  is  second  to 
none  in  the  States ;  with  your  land  on  the  east  extending  quite  to 
the  seaboard,  gradually  rising  to  the  west,  with  a  profusion  of 
verdant  hills  and  mountains,  interspersed  by  fine  valleNS  and 
ravines,  the  products  of  which  are  as  various  as  the  surface  in 
abundance  to  support  an  increased  population.  And  you,  the 
guardians  of  health,  centred  in  this  honored  body,  cannot  fail  to 
realize  the  responsibility  that  rests  upon  a  State  Medical  Society, 
from  which  should  emanate  more  than  ethics,  familiarity,  and 
experiments. 

Before  you  is  a  great  and  noble  work,  and  your  undertaking, 
formidable  as  it  may  have  been,  has  for  the  past  quarter  of  a  century 
not  been  in  vain.  From  the  strides  of  a  fair  beginning,  you  are 
well  represented  here  to-day  from  many  counties  of  this  great  com- 
monwealth, by  those  whose  ability  and  earnestness  insure  success. 

You  have  some  advantages  that  our  State  has  not,  for  in  your 
midst  are  located  the  time-honored  institutions  of  medical  instruc- 
tion, such  as  tlie  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Jefferson  Med- 
ical College,  where  we  have  received  our  degrees  of  M.D. ;  while  we 
in  New  Jersey  have  been  content  with  our  colleges,  such  as  at 
Princeton,  Rutgers,  etc.,  where  doubtless  many  of  you  have 
received  your  A.B.  and  A.M.  These  medical  colleges,  unlike  the 
last  named,  are  a  source  from  which  your  Society  should  receive 
material  aid  by  having  associated  with  you  the  able  corps  of  in- 
struction. 

Unity  of  effort  in  the  profession  is  the  demand  of  to-day,  and  to 
be  associated  is  the  only  way  to  advance  with  safety.  What  has 
been  done  in  this  county  of  Cumberland  recently  by  the  unity  of 
more  than  forty  practitioners,  can  be  done  in  proportion  in  every 
county  throughout  the  State. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you  on  the  progress  you  have  made 
during  the  past  twenty-four  years,  and,  with  my  knowledge  of  3'our 
ability  and  determination,  I  predict  for  your  Society  a  glorious 
future. 

In  my  own  native  State  our  Society  antedates  the  revolutionary 
period,  and  the  membership  is  hoary  with  the  frost  of  one  hundred 
and  seven  successive  winters.  Of  course  we  are  the  oldest  medical 
society  on  the  continent,  and  if  you  will  indulge  me  to  say,  "the 
State  Medical  Society  of  New  Jersej',  founded  in  1706,  is  to-day 
vigorous  and  active,"  made  up  from  the  district  societies,  which 
prosper  in  nearly  every  county  in  the  State. 

Our  meetings  are  annual,  well  attended,  and  quite  harmonious. 
The  next  is  the  one  hundred  and  eighth  annual,  and  will  be  held  at 
Long  Branch  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  May  26,  27,  1874,  when 
and  where  your  delegation  will  receive  a  cordial  welcome,  and 
others  visiting  from  this  body  be  cared  for  with  a  fraternal  greeting. 

The  Committee  on  Legislation  against  Quackery  reported  as  fol- 
lows, and  was  continued. 
Your  Committee  on  Medical   Legislation,  representing  twenty 
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counties,  after  an  interchange  of  views  on  the  subject,  beg  leave  to 
offer  the  following: — 

jResolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation  report 
progress,  and  beg  leave  to  be  continued  and  to  report  at  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society. 

R.  L.  SIBBBT.  Chairman, 
JOSEPH  COBLENTZ,  Secretary, 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  presented  their  final  report: — 
Time  of  meeting,  second  Wednesday  of  May,  18t4,  at  3  P.  M. 

Committee  of  Publication. 

Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  Chairman^  Philadelphia  County. 

R.  J.  Dunolison,  "                 " 

Benj.  Leb,  "                 " 
T.  M.  Drysdale, 
L.  J.  Deal, 

A.  Fricke,  • "                 '^ 

S.  B.  Kieffer,  Cumberland       '^ 

Censors  of  First  District. 
Hiram  Corson,  Montgomery. 

W.  Murray  Weidman,  Berks. 

Wm.  H.  Panooast,  Philadelphia, 

George  Dock,  Dauphin 

Brainerd  Leaman,  Lancaster. 

Second  District. 

E.  P.  Allen,  Bradford. 

R.  S.  SiMiNOTON,  Montour. 

Welding  P.  Dennis,  Luzerne. 

C.  C.  Halsey,  Susquehanna. 

P.  B.  Brenig,  Northampton. 


Third  and  Fourth  Districts, 


J.  S.  Crawford, 

W.  R.  CiSNA, 

David  Miller, 
W.  W.  Webb, 
E.  B.  Brandt, 

E.  A.  Wood, 
Wm.  Anderson, 
Boyd  Emory, 
W.  J.  Langfitt, 

W.  S.  DUNOAN, 


Fifth  District. 


Lycoming. 

Perry. 

Huntingdon. 

Tioga. 

Cumberland. 

Allegheny. 

Indiana. 

Washington. 

Beaver. 

Fayette. 
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Sixth  District. 

Wm.  M.  Wallace,  Erie. 

E.  Geiswold.  Mercer. 
D.  M.  Calvin,  Crawford. 

F.  F.  Davis,  Yenango. 
James  Ross,  Clarion. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson  the  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Green,  Dr.  R.  N.  Short  was  appointed  a  re- 
presentative to  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Arkansas. 

The  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  offered  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  they  were  discharg^ed : — 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Society*,  to  ascertain  what  items  of  unfinished  busi- 
ness remain  to  be  disposed  of,  respectfully  report  that  they  find  no 
items  of  unfinished  business,  at  tbis  stage,  requiring  the  attention 
of  the  Society,  except  such  as  should  come  up  as  reports  of  com- 
mittees,'etc. 

JOHN  G.  STETLER, 
THOMAS  LYON, 
TRAILL  GREEN. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stetler  the  last  standing  resolution  was  re- 
pealed, and  a  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  was  substituted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Atleb  a  recess  of  one  hour  was  taken,  in 
order  to  visit  Dickinson  College. 

4  P.M. 

The  Society  resumed  business. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee  it  was 

Besolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  the 
Cumberland  County  Medical  Society,  the  Trustees  and  Faculty  of 
Dickinson  College,  and  the  citizens  of  Carlisle  for  their  kind  recep- 
tion and  generous  hospitality.  « 

Besolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  our 
retiring  President,  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  for  the  able  and  impartial 
manner  in  which  he  has  conducted  the  deliberations  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Benj.  Lee  read  a  paper  on  Whooping  Cough  as  a  Cause  of 
Spinal  Caries. 

It  was  discussed  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  and  on  motion  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

The  President  appointed  Dr.  T.  H.  Helsbt,  of  Luzerne,  to  pre- 
pare the  Address  on  Medicine ;  Dr.  T.  M.  Drtsdale,  of  Philadelphia, 
that  on  Surgery ;  and  Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  of  Philadelphia,  that 
on  Obstetrics. 
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The  auditors  presented  their  report  and  were  discharged: — 

The  auditors  appointed  by  the  Society  to  examine  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer,  report  that  they  have  compared  them  with  the 
vouchers  and  find  them  correct,  and  that  the  balance  in  his  hands 
is  $822  23. 

H.  ST.  CLAIR  ASH, 
JOHN  O.  STETLER, 
TRAILL  GREEN. 

A  bill  of  $34  14  for  stationery,  printing,  etc.,  was  presented  by 
the  Committee  of  Arrangements  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Dr.  W.  R.  FiNDLEY,  of  Blair,  offered  the  following,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted : — 

Wherean^  This  Society  has  heard  of  the  severe  and  serious  injury 
sustained  by  Dr.  James  King,  of  Pittsburg,  a  former  president  and 
valuable  member  of  this  body,  as  also  of  his  other  painful  illuess: 
therefore 

Eesoloedj  That  the  sincere  sympathy  of  this  body,  as  well  as  the 
earnest  desire  for  his  speedy  and  complete  restoration  to  health,  be 
and  is  hereby  expressed.  ' 

Eesoloedj  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
this  paper  to  Dr.  King. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  R.  Crawford,  of  Venango,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  re- 
spectfully invites  the  physicians  in  the  different  counties  in  the 
State,  who  have  not  yet  organized  county  societies,  to  do  so  at 
once,  that  this  Society  may  get  their  assistance  and  influence  in 
advancing  tfie  great  interest  of  the  profession  as  well  as  of  the 
public  generally. 

The  Permanent  Secretary,  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Frederick  J.  Buck, 
of  Philadelphia,  representative  to  the  State  Medical  Society  of 
New  Jersey,  read  the  following  report: — 

Philadelphia,  Jane  5, 1873. 

To  the  Prendent  and  Members  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  SlcUe 
of  Pennsylvania, 

Gentlemen:  The  undersigned,  representative  to  the  Medical 
Society'  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  would  respectfully^  report  that 
he  visited  that  Society  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  May  last  at 
Mount  Holly.     He  was  received  with  marked  politeness. 

A  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  O^Gorman,  in  which  he  urged  the  pro- 
priety of  opening  the  abdomen  in  severe  cases  of  peritonitis.  Other 
valuable  papers  were  also  read.  The  meeting  was  well  attended. 
It  was  pleasant  to  find  that  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  have  a  warm  feeling  of  brotherly  love  towards  the 
members  of  our  own  Society. 

Very  respectfully, 

FREDERICK  J.  BUCK. 
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Dr.  Stetler  offered  the  following  amendments,  and  requested 
that  they  be  laid  over  till  next  session: — 

Amend  Article  III.,  Section  3,  of  the  Constitution  as  follows: 
Insert  -after  '*  delegate,'*  in  the  first  line,  from  a  Society  not  in 
delinquence^  and  strike  out  all  in  the  last  line  after  the  word  "regu- 
lations."    Compare  with  Article  V.,  Section  9. 

Amend  Article  III.,  Section  6,  by  strilcing  out  all  after  the  word 
"shall,"  in  the  first  line,  to  the  second  "and,"  inclusive,  in  the  second 
line. 

Amend  Article  IV.,  Section  2,  by  striking  out  all  from  the  word 
"except,"  in  the  third  line,  to  the  word  "  years,"  inclusive,  in  the 
same  line. 

Amend  by  striking  out  Article  X.  and  insert  Article  XL  as  Art. 
X.    Compare  with  Article  IV.,  Section  2. 

Amend  Article  III.,  Section  1,  of  the  By-Laws,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  Standing  Committee,"  in  the  first  line,  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof.  Committee  of  Arrangements  and  Credentials. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson  all  the  county  societies  that  had  not 
reported  were  granted  permission  to  send  their  reports  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publication  within  the  next  three  weeks. 

The  President,  Dr.  Pollock,  then  spoke  as  follows : — 

Gentlemen  :  For  the  kind  manner  with  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  allude  to  my  career,  allow  me  to  return  my  sincere 
thanks.  If  I  have  been  successful  in  the  administration  of  oflBce, 
it  has  been  due  more  to  the  intelligence  of  the  gentlemen  over  whom 
1  have  had  the  honor  to  preside.  As  I  had  not  the  opportunity  of 
returning  my  thanks  to  the  Society  at  the  time  of  my  election,  I 
now  return  my  most  profound  thanks  for  the  honor  then  conferred 
ypon  me.  If  I  have  been  in  error  in  my  rulings,  or  harsh  in  my 
decisions,  believe  me  it  was  not  intentional,  but  my  actions  were  in- 
tended for  the  best  interests  of  the  Society. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  Traill  Green  and  J.  L.  Atleb 
to  conduct  the  President  elect  to  the  chair. 

Dr.  S.  B.  KiEFFER,  President  elect,  on  taking  the  chair,  was 
cordially  received  by  the  retiring  President,  and  replied  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  distinguished  favor  you  have  been  pleased  to  confer  upon 
me,  in  my  promotion  to  this  chair,  is  very  unexpected.  I  had  not 
any  idea  of  being  the  subject  of  such  distinction,  and  indeed  m^*- 
recent  introduction  into  the  Society,  this  being  only  the  second 
time  I  have  had  the  honor  and  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  you, 
precluded  any  such  expectation. 

It  is  thus  the  gift  of  your  own  free  choice,  and  I  feel  that  it  is 
intended  on  your  part  as  a  compliment  to  the  profession  in  this 
section  of  the  State.  And  as  my  relations  to  the  brethren  of  our 
own  Society  and  to  those  of  the  adjoining  counties  have  alwaj's 
been  very  pleasant,  your  act  of  kindness  and  respect  to  them 
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reaches  my  own  heart  very  softly,  and  awakens  feelings  of  sincere 
appreciation. 

I  shall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  this  oflSce  with  a  proper  sense  of 
my  inexperience,  bat  with  a  full  reliance  upon  your  co-operation 
and  kind  feelings,  and  shall  endeavor  to  discharge  them  promptly 
and  impartially. 

You  will,  gentlemen,  please  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson,  thanks  were  tendered  the  Com- 
misioners  of  Cumberland  County  for  the  use  of  the  court-room. 

On  motion  the  Society  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Easton,  on  the  second 
Wednesday  of  May,  1874,  at  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

WM.  B.  ATKINSON,  Permanent  Secretary, 
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ADDRESS 


PRESIDENT,  A.  M.  POLLOCK,  M.D. 


Gentlemen  op  the  Medical  Sooibtt  op  Pennsylvania  : — 

The  requirements  of  the  Constitution  and  the  custom  of  those 
who  have  preceded  me  make  it  my  duty  to  address  you  at  this 
time  upon  some  subject  related  to  medicine.  I  shall  avail  myself 
of  the  privilege  allowed  on  like  occasions-r-the  privilege  which 
gives  me  a  large  degree  of  liberty  in  selecting  a  theme.  It  would 
seem  to  be  more  appropnal^  that  the  annual  address  of  your  pre- 
siding officer  should  be  free  from  the  restraint  and  s*everity  of  a 
rigid  and  formal  science ;  and  that  a  subject  should  be  chosen  which 
is  more  general  in  character  and  more  congenial  in  its  relation  to 
the  profession. 

In  our  deliberations  here  as  a  collective  body,  as  well  as  in  our 
more  private  researches  in  our  study,  it  will  be  a  great  aid  in  direct- 
ing our  inquiries,  to  keep  constantly  before  our  minds  the  exact 
nature  of  the  hindrances  that  retard  the  progress  of  the  science  of 
medicine.  Viewing  the  subject  in  this  light,  we  will  discover  how 
much  imperfection  is  due  to  our  ignorance  as  individuals,  and 
therefore  remediable ;  and  how  much  is  owing  to  the  occult  and 
difficult  nature  of  the  subject  itself,  and  therefore  admitting  of  at 
best  only  a  gradual  improvement. 

Medicine  is  probably  one  of  the  very  oldest  pursuits  of  man. 
From  its  relation  to  the  welfare  of  the  human  race  it  must  have 
been  one  of  the  first  objects  of  intellectual  research.  Its  import- 
ance as  a  means  for  palliating  pain,  healing  disease,  and  prolonging 
life  elevates  it  above  any  other  pursuit ;  and  the  resort  to  remedies 
under  such  circumstances  is  as  instinctive  as  the  love  of  life  itself. 
Medicine  is  but  the  correlation  of  the  all-per^'ading  principle  of 
self-protection.     This  principle  instinctively  places  man  on  his 
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guard  when  clanger  threatens.  From  time  immemorial  he  has 
shunned  beasts  of  prey,  venomous  reptiles,  and  the  destructive 
elements.  He  protected  himself  against  the  inclemencies  of  the 
seasons,  he  provided  food,  guarded  himself  against  foes,  and  for 
the  same  reason,  and  on  the  same  principle,  he  also  sought  to  de- 
liver himself  from  the  throes  of  pain,  the  ravages  of  disease,  and 
the  terrors  of  death.     Medicine  is  coextant  with  reasoning  man. 

Medicine  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  primitive  subjects  of  inves- 
tigation, but  is  also  one  of  the  most  necessary.  These  two  facts- 
its  great  antiquity  and  its  great  necessity — would  apparently  be 
a  prioH  evidence  that  it  must  be  one  of  the  best  understood  and 
established  branches  of  human  knowledge.  Alas !  this  completeness 
cannot  be  claimed  for  it.  We  are  forced  to  confess,  humiliating  as 
it  may  appear,  that,  while  other  sciences  have  more  or  less  rapidly 
attained  exactness.  Medicine  has  lagged  behind  in  the  great  race 
for  conquest.  While  many  branches  of  knowledge  have  been  ele- 
vated from  the  shadows  of  conjecture  and  uncertainty,  and  have 
become  established  and  reliable,  Medical  Science  is  still  surrounded 
with  much  of  the  vagueness,  ignorance,  and  superstition  that 
made  it  obscure  to  the  generations  of  the  past. 

To  every  candid  and  honest  devotee  of  our  science  the  question 
naturally  presents  itself.  Why  this  incompleteness?  Wherefore 
this  want  of  precision  ?  It  has  just  been  said  that  the  contempla- 
tion may  appear  humiliating ;  and  while  we  may  regret  the  fact  of 
its  incompleteness,  yet  an  honest  inquiry  into  the  obstacles  which 
retard  its  progress  will  reveal  the  fact  that  its  slow  growth  in 
greatly  owing  to  the  difficult  and  mysterious  nature  of  the  subject, 
and  we  are  therefore  consoled  with  the  knowledge  that  much  of  the 
humiliation  is  more  apparent  than  real. 

All  sciences  owe  their  development  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  to 
observation,  experiment,  and  analogy.  The  more  a  given  science 
depends  on  observation  and  experiment,  the  more  rapid  its  develop- 
ment, and  the  more  exact  its  principles.  An  example  is  seen  in 
mathematics.  Its  principles  begin  with  self-evident  truths,  con- 
tinue in  propositions  that  contain  the  elements  of  self-proof,  and 
end  in  results  that  are  invariable  and  reliable.  All  its  results  appeal 
directly  to  our  reason,  and  we  are  impressed  with  their  unvarying 
precision.  The  more  a  science  depends  upon  actual  demonstration 
by  observation  and  experiment,  the  more  rapid  will  be  its  growth, 
and  the  more  reliable  its  principles. 

There  are  other  branches  of  knowledge  where  observation  and 
experiment  are  not  so  available,  and  where  analogy,  inference,  con- 
jecture, and  speculation  must  continue  the  reasoning  where  the 
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former  ends.  Such  is  Medical  Science.  Tiie  most  acute  observation, 
the  most  wearying  and  daring  experiment  will  only  carry  us  so  far, 
and  speculation  must  take  up  the  chain  of  reasoning,  and  by  a 
rational  analogy  continue  the  investigation  for  us.  It  is  greatly 
owing  to  this  cause  that  onr  science  lacks  much  of  that  precision 
and  reliability  that  characterize  a  few  other  branches  of  knowledge. 
When  the  true  cause  is  once  understopd ;  when  the  great  obstacles 
that  impede  investigation  are  once  recognized,  we  are  no  longer 
humiliated.  Indeed,  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  that,  taking 
into  account  the  almost  insurmountable  barriers  that  have  impeded 
our  progress,  we  can  lay  claim  to  having  done  more  to  benefit  the 
world  than  any  other  profession.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  it 
is  not  so  much  in  the  Profession  as  in  the  Science  of  Medicine, 
wherein  the  cause  of  the  slow  growth  and  want  of  exactness  are  to 
be  found. 

The  mind  of  man  being  finite  can  only  master  a  few  things  in  a 
middle  country,  one  end  of  which  is  a  vast  immense  of  worlds,  and 
the  other  so  minute  as  to  escape  our  unaided  vision.  The  telescope 
of  the  astronomer  enlarges  somewhat  our  vision  in  one  direction, 
and  the  microscope  of  the  naturalist  enlarges  in  a  small  degree  our 
knowledge  in  the  other.  But  the  philosopher  with  his  glass  has 
never  reached  a  limit  but  that  something  beyond  tells  him  that  he 
only  sees  nature  through  a  glass,  darkly,  and  that  worlds  of  curious 
forms  and  unknown  qualities  lie  far  beyond  the  eagle  eye  of  science. 
As  there  can  be  no  discredit  attached  to  the  astronomer  nor  to  the 
naturalist  for  not  revealing  all  immensity,  so  neither  can  there  be 
opprobrium  attached  to  the  physician  because  his  agencies  are  too 
weak  to  reveal  all  the  secrets  of  that  most  wonderful  of  all  wonders 
— ^the  living  human  body. 

The  mere  simple  and  elementary  principles  of  all  sciences  are 
comparatively  easy  of  comprehension,  and  it  is  only  when  intricate, 
abstruse,  and  more  profound  problems  arise,  that  we  begin  to  en- 
counter the  real  obstacles  to  research  and  progress.  In  astronomy,, 
the  properties  of  the  Earth  were  easily  verified.  The  size,  motions,, 
and  distance  of  the  Moon  were  questions  of  greater  difllculty.  The 
size,  motions,  and  distance  of  the  Sun  were  questions  of  still  greater 
difficulty,  and  so  the  difficulty  increased  as  the  astronomer  advanced 
step  by  step. 

But  even  in  the  most  sublime  flights  of  astronomical  inquiry,, 
the  three  great  laws  of  Kepler  guided  him  in  his  heavenly  voyage ; 
and  where  conjecture  fixed  some  centre,  about  which  our  own 
planetary  system  revolved,  even  there  his  infallible  parallax  pointed 
with  unerring  certainty  to  the  star  Alcyone. 
VOL.  X.  4 
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Somewhat  similarly  in  Medicine,  we  have  the  departments  and 
principles  which  are  demonstrable  by  obseryation  and  experiment, 
and  which  were  rapidly  developed  into  exactness,  sadi  as  Anatomy, 
Chemistry,  and  Materia  Medica.  Bat  when* the  mind  came  to  in- 
vestigate more  occult  principles — principles  which  were  bodUess, 
and  only  known  by  their  manifestation,  then  the  science  became 
much  more  difficult ;  observation  and  experiment  could  aid  us  but 
little,  and  conjecture  and  analogy  must  henceforth  be  our  inteUi- 
gencers  to  bring  us  news  f^om  this  invisible  world.  No  microscope 
has  revealed  to  our  vision  that  mysterious  principle  of  vital  action 
called  life.  We  absolutely  know  nothing  of  its  qualities  save 
through  its  manifestation.  If  we  go  beyond  its  signs  and  symp- 
toms, and  seek  for  the  thing  itself,  we  only  flounder  in  speculation. 
No  glass  has  revealed  the  material  disease-producing  agency, 
whether  in  the  form  of  germ,  vapor,  or  ferment.  And  yet  the 
agency  exists ;  we  see  its  manifestations,  we  feel  its  ravages,  and  we 
contemplate  its  destruction  of  life.  But  the  real  morbific  principle 
called  disease  we  do  not  see  nor  understand.  Its  essence  is  un- 
known, and  probably  unknowable — its  product  we  study,  and  may 
understand. 

These  are  some  of  the  unavoidable  causes  that  retard  the  pro- 
gress of  Medical  Science.  But  there  are  other  causes  to  which  I 
will  briefly  direct  your  attention — causes  which  are  avoidaUe, 
and  belong  more  to  professional  and  individual  insufSciency  than 
to  the  science  itself.  One  of  the  most  common  sources  of 
insufficiency  on  the  part  of  the  practitioner  is  want  of  precision. 
No  doubt  one  of  the  best  plans  to  adopt  in  training  a  student  of 
medicine,  is  to  impress  upon  him  the  importance  of  exactness  and 
precision  in  all  his  investigations.  We  hear  a  great  deal  said  upon 
the  subject  of  medical  education,  both  in  our  organizations  and 
out  of  them.  The  universal  demand  for  reform  proves  how  deep  is 
the  cause  for  complaint.  Many  plans  are  advocated,  and  our  medi- 
cal colleges  are  much  censured  for  their  too  liberal  bestowment  of 
diplomas ;  and  while  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  many  of  these  in- 
stitutions deserve  censure,  yet  I  am  satisfled  that  much  of  the  &nlt 
of  a  low  professional  grade  can  be  laid  at  the  door  of  the  private 
instructor.  A  good  beginning  in  thorough  training  will  do  more 
to  perfect  a  medical  student  than  the  most  severe  ordeal  at  the 
close  of  his  collegiate  term.  If  he  is  early  taught  to  be  precise  and 
painstaking  in  acquiring  knowledge,  he  will  ever  continue  to  be  so. 
More  especially  should  this  precision  be  exacted  in  investigation  of 
diseased  action  at  the  bedside.  Many  years  of  professional  inter- 
course with  my  medical  brethren  has  convinced  me  that  the  amount 
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of  skill  with  which  men  are  endowed,  depends  not  so  much  upon 
1:he  degree  of  intellectual  power,  as  upon  painstaking  carefulness, 
exactness,  precision.    One  medical  man  may  not  be  endowed  with 
XJL  brilliant  nor  forcible  mind,  but  he  is  severely  observant,  exact, 
&nd  precise;  another  may  possess  a  powerful  intellect,  and  talent 
or  genius  to  win  his  way  in  any  pursuit,  but  observation  is  a  labor 
tx>  him,  and  precision  a  bore.    The  former  by  his  plodding  precision 
Tvins  an  enviable  reputation  and  worldly  competence ;  the  latter  is 
skdmired  for  his  dash,  but  his  professional  reputation  often  meets 
Tvith  painful  reverses,  and  his  wealth  is  in  the  dim  distance.     I 
'would  not  counsel  a  dull  routine  plodding,  but  desire  to  impress 
upon  you  the  fact  that  our  science  and  profession  advance  in  ac- 
cordance as  we  observe  the  humble  4^tail8  of  service,  as  well  as  the 
more  sublime  glories  of  investigation.     I  would  not  ignore  entirely 
intuitive  knowledge,  but  make  a  brilliant  intuition  subservient  to 
the  humbler  but  more  reliable  knowledge  to  be  gained  by  the  senses. 
To  recognize  with  the  microscope  the  characteristic  deposit  in  urine 
from  a  Bright 's  kidney,  is  a  more  weighty  evidence  than  all  the 
divinations  of  an  astounding  genius ;  and  to  correctly  interpret  a 
cardiac  bruit  is  worth  all  the  intuitions  of  ostentatious  talent. 

How  often  does  it  happen  that  a  little  more  time  and  care  in  our 
investigations  reveals  to  us  new  and  unsuspected  modifications  of 
disease,  changes  our  first  impressions,  and  by  giving  a  correct  clue 
enables  us  to  direct  our  therapeutics  more  intelligently.  It  is  not 
brilliancy  that  will  enable  us  to  gain  this  efSciency,  it  is  painstaking 
and  precision. 

I  hope  I  will  not  be  charged  with  arrogance  in  thus  speaking  of 
what  I  am  satisfied  is  a  great  and  wide-spread  evil  in  our  profession. 
Many  of  you  are  beyond  the  age  that  requires  instruction,  but  I 
have  no  doubt  you  will  all  agree  with  me,  that  the  lack  of  precision 
sometimes  leads  to  blunders  in  the  experience  of  practitioners  as 
old  as  ourselves.  To  the  younger  members  of  the  profession,  the 
lesson  will  only  prove  salutary  accordingly  as  it  is  more  or  less 
heeded.  Let  each  individual  sum  up  for  himself  cases  of  faulty 
diagnosis,  and  he  will  be  surprised  to  find  that  in  the  vast  majority, 
the  fault  can  be  charged  less  to  ignorance  than  to  careless  examina- 
tion— ^in  short,  to  lack  of  precision. 

This  faculty  will  make  a  man  of  ordinary  intelligence,  skilful, 
and  it  will  make  the  possessor  of  a  great  intellect  more  skilful.  It 
is.not  enough  that  we  should  possess  all  the  elements  of  abstract 
science,  we  should  also  aim  at  excellence  in  that  more  practical 
part,  that  department  which  depends  on  the  judgment  and  which 
we  call  the  Art  of  Medicine.    And  while  the  foundation  of  all  medi- 
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cine  is  built  on  science,  and  as  such  is  most  important,  yet  there  ia 
a  superstructure  built  upon  that,  and  which  is  the  special  work  of 
every  individual  practitioner.  If  he  has  failed  to  build  that  system 
— that  art — then  will  he  be  an  empiric  and  a  bungler ;  but  if  he  has 
built  up  an  art  of  his  own,  so  to  speak — an  art  where  nature  has 
furnished  the  material,  and  where  his  own  judgment  has  been  the 
architect,  then  he  has  truly  earned  and  deserved  the  name — Medi- 
cinas  Doctor.  This  proud  distinction,  when  truly  merited,  is  only 
gained  by  the  most  unremitting  care,  by  the  most  rigid  exactness, 
and  by  the  most  accurate  precision. 

It  may  be  truly  said  that  age  and  wisdom  endow  no  physician 
with  royalty.  No  learning  nor  experience,  able  and  long  continued  as 
they  may  be,  endows  any  man  with  the  power  to  divine  disease.  And 
indeed  this  divining  or  jumping  at  conclusions,  is  a  constant  and 
serious  fault  with  all  who  do  not  exercise  precision  in  their  investi- 
gations of  diseased  action.  There  is  a  strong  tendency  to  accept 
and  conduct  medicine  on  a  kind  of  faith  system.  Faith  is  a  prin- 
ciple that  has  no  place  in  science,  and  it  is  clearly  not  an  element 
in  the  household  of  ^sculapius.  We  should  reserve  our  faith  for 
our  religion,  and  accept  nothing  in  our  calling  but  the  material 
revelations  that  present  themselves  through  the  medium  of  the 
senses. 

The  human  body  in  health  and  disease  is  a  material  one  in  the 
relation  we  sustain  to  it.  As  materialists  only  can  we  undertake 
to  resolve  its  concordance  of  health  and  its  discordance  of  disease. 
Forgetfulness  or  want  of  knowledge  of  this  fact  surrounded  medi- 
cine with  charms,  abracadabras,  and  superstitions  in  the  past ;  and 
the  explosion. of  the  old  doctrines  is  dde  to  the  modern  materialist. 
For  our  purpose  we  need  only  contrast  the  system  of  medicine  as 
practised  by  the  superstitious  monks  of  the  middle  ages,  with  such 
materialists  as  Sydenham,  Virchow,  and  Trousseau.  The  wonderful 
progress  of  physiology  and  pathology  of  recent  date  forcibly  demon- 
strates what  amazing  results  may  be  anticipated  from  the  patient 
and  honest  investigation  of  material  nature. 

The  beneficial  results  from  the  development  of  pathological 
anatomy  would  seem  to  warrant  us  in  expecting  likie  results  from 
the  development  of  what  is  called,  not  improperly,  pathological 
physiology.  It  has  been  well  said,  many  years  ago,  by  Shultz  in 
his  work  on  General  Pathology,  that  Pathological  Anatomy  is  not 
Pathology^  and  that  it  is  but  a  means  to  an  end.  Physicians  of^en 
a  body  and  find  hypertrophy  of  the  liver  or  hardness  of  the  spleen, 
and  conclude  that  the  patient  died  from  one  or  other  of  these  affec- 
tions I    But  they  are  blind  to  the  fact  that  hundreds  pursue  their 
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daily  avocations  with  enlarged  livers  and  hjpertrophied  spleens, 
and  that  women  can  wallc  about  with  ovaria  enlarged  to  the  size  of 
a  child,  till  at  last,  being  found  in  the  dead  body,  it  is  presumed 
that  death  has  ensued  in  consequence  of  these  enlargements  I  Shall 
we  never  learn  from  such  facts  that  diseases  do  not  originate  from 
diseased  masses  and  products,  but  that  these  same  bodies  are  the 
effects  of  disease,  and  the  tokens  that  it  has  been  present  ?  Shall 
we  never  learn  that  the  patient  died,  not  from  these  pathological 
growths,  but  from  the  process  of  disease  which  called  them  into 
existence  ?  And  further,  that  we  are  not  to  direct  our  attention  to 
the  mere  residues  of  disease,  and  the  products  of  death,  but  rather 
to  the  destructive  or  death-process  itself? 

We  are  already  familiar  with  the  characteristic  organic  altera- 
tions of  texture  in  diseases  which  leave  behind  them  change  in  the 
arrangement  and  properties  of  tissue.  It  is  not  probable  that  any 
great  advance  will  be  made  in  that  direction,  while  the  whole  field 
of  patho-physiology  is  comparatively  unexplored,  and  promises  a 
rich  harvest  to  him  who  cultivates  it. 

While  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  probably  no  diseased 
action  which  is  not  accompanied  by  a  consequent  structural  lesion, 
yet  it  must  also  be  remembered  that  the  want  of  perceptive  powers 
sufficiently  acute  to  discover  them,  leaves  us  really  as  ignorant  of 
the  exact  nature  of  such  lesions  as  though  they  did  not  exist.  In 
view  of  our  inability  to  account  for  morbid  changes  by  anatomical 
investigation,  might  it  not  be  well  to  direct  our  interrogations  by  a 
different  induction  ?  The  indications  for  a  practical  and  efficient 
method  seem  to  ^int  to  the  study  of  the  physiology  of  disease. 
Tliis  term  is  intended  to  convey  more  than  pathology,  and  bears 
the  same  relation  to  deranged  function  that  physiology  does  to 
normal  action.  The  term  used  in  its  fuller  meaning  would  not  only 
explain  the  causation  and  symptomatology  of  morbid  conditions, 
bat  it  would  explain  why  an  organ  does  exhibit  phenomena  peculiar 
in  any  given  disease.  For  instance,  pathological  anatomy  has 
failed  to  demonstrate  in  tetanus  the  existence  of  organic  lesion  in 
the  nervous  centres,  and  pathology  adds  but  little  to  our  knowledge 
in  this  particular.  The  manifestations  point  to  the  nervous  system 
as  the  seat  of  disease,  and  patho-physiology  promises  to  explain 
why,  and  the  manner  in  which  this  causa  morbi  makes  its  attack. 

To  aid  us  in  these  inquiries  we  are  rapidly  bringing  into  use  an 
array  of  delicate  and  ingenious  instruments  that  enable  us  to  obtain 
more  reliable  answers  to  our  interrogations  of  nature,  and  should 
malce  our  pathway  to  diagnosis  easy,  compared  with  that  of  our 
brethren  of  the  past.    But  with  all  these  advantages  we  must  ever 
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keep  in  mind  that  it  is  not  the  instrament  alone — ^no  matter  how 
cunningly  constrncted — ^that  gives  as  power  to  overcome  difficulties, 
but  the  precision  with  which  we  use  it  that  will  make  our  hands 
skilfbl  and  improve  us  in  the  knowledge  of  our  art  Indeed  it  is 
better  to  go  on  bunglingly  with  the  old-fashioned  resources  than  to 
employ  unskilfully  or  carelessly,  complicated  and  difficult  machineij. 

I  have  endeavored  thus  briefly  and  imperfectly  to  set  forth  some 
of  the  causes  why  the  science  of  medicine  has  made  comparatively 
slow  progress,  and  also  indicated  in  a  certain  degree  the  short- 
comings of  the  profession,  especially  in  the  lack  of  precision  and 
exactness  in  the  study  and  practice  of  the  art.  An  exhaustive 
paper  on  a  few  only  of  the  points  touched  would  have  become,  1 
have  no  doubt,  tedious  and  irksome  to  my  auditors.  If  I  have  sac- 
ceeded  in  making  it  suggestive  of  thought  and  improvement,  then 
will  my  main  object  have  been  accomplished. 

Our  art  is  not  characterized  by  the  dash  or  brilliancy  peculiar  to 
many  other  pursuits.  The  investigations  of  the  physician  are  pro- 
secuted in  the  secrecy  of  the  sick  chamber  and  the  still  hours  of  se- 
clusion. While  the  astronomer  and  navigator  sail  amid  the  isles  of 
the  sky  and  the  sea,  the  physician  quietly  searches  within  the  pro- 
found mysteries  of  the  living  body  for  his  conquests.  The  very 
nature  of  the  study  engenders  difficulties,  necessitates  precision, 
and  success  is  only  secured  by  constant  and  arduous  toiL  It  is 
only  by  patient  and  persevering  industry,  and  following  in  the  severe 
and  legitimate  pathway,  that  we  can  hope  to  become  skilful  and 
honored  members  of  an  art,  the  most  useful  and  glorious  that  has 
ever  called  forth  the  energies  of  the  human  mind« 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


L,  8,  Bolles, 

Treasurer,  in 

account  with  the  Medical  Society 

of  ihe 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 

1872. 

DR.  / 

Jane  ^3. 

To  cash  received  from  fourteen  permanent  members    • 

$42  00 

"     26. 

it 

tt 

it 

Clearfield  Co.  in  full  for  1871      . 

17  60 

«     28. 

it 

tt 

tt 

Dr.  A.  H.  Fish,  late  treasurer    . 

218  00 

July  17. 

it 

it 

It 

Lehigh  Co.  on  account  for  1871  • 

11  70 

Sept.  26. 

tt 

it 

u 

Chester  Co.  in  full  for  1872 

21  60 

«     26. 

it 

tt 

II 

Estote  Dr.  A.  H.  Fish,  dec'd,  late  treas- 
urer, balance  in  full  due  State  Soc'y 

462  61 

"     27. 

it 

II 

II 

Erie  Co.  in  full  for  1872     . 

14  40 

«     30. 

<i 

II 

II 

Allegheny  Co.  in  full  for  1872     . 

106  20 

"     30. 

i< 

II 

l( 

Bearer  Co.               "        «          .        . 

13  60 

**     30. 

II 

II 

II 

Schuylkill  Co.         "        "          .        . 

41  40 

Oct.      1. 

11 

II 

II 

Fayette  Co.             "        "          .        . 

18  90 

"       2. 

II 

II 

II 

Dauphin  Co.            "        "          .        . 

30  60 

«       2. 

II 

II 

II 

Crawford  Co.            "        «          .        . 

19  80 

«       3. 

II 

II 

II 

Bradford  Co.            "        "          .        . 

18  00 

«       7. 

II 

II 

II 

Washington  Co.      "        «          .        . 

22  10 

«       8. 

II 

II 

II 

Susquehanna  Co.     "        «          .        . 

16  20 

"       9. 

II 

II 

tt 

Venango  Co.            i«        «          ,        . 

23  40 

"     12. 

II 

II 

tt 

CumberiandCo.       "        «          .        . 

33  30 

"     15. 

II 

II 

II 

Philadelphia  Co.     "        "          .        . 

166  60 

«     16. 

II 

II 

II 

Clarion  Co.              «        «          .        . 

9  00 

"     26. 

II 

II 

II 

Dr.  A.  C.  Treichler,  for  Transactions 
1866,  »67,  »68,  '69  . 

4  25 

«     28. 

II 

II 

II 

Luzerne  Co.  in  full  for  1872 

29  70 

Not.  14. 

II 

II 

II 

Bucks  Co.           "        "      .        .        . 

6  30 

Dec.  17. 

II 

II 

II 

Montgomery  Co.  "        "      . 

29  70 

1873. 

Jan»y  10. 

II 

II 

II 

Franklin  Co.      "        «      .        .        . 

21  60 

•*     18. 

It 

II 

II 

Northampton  Co.        "... 

16  20 

"     21. 

tt 

II 

II 

Dr.  Miller  for  Transactions,  1872 

1  80 

"     28. 

II 

II 

II 

College  of  Physicians  for  Transactions, 
1872 

1  80 

M&r.  14. 

II 

.11 

II 

One  copy  Transactions,  1872 

90 

"     14. 

II 

II 

II 

Warren  Co.  in  full  for  1872 

13  60 

«     21. 

II 

II 

II 

Dr.  F.  Hinkle  for  Transactions    . 

2  15 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


44 


treasurer's  report. 


Mar.  25. 

To  cash  received  from  Colnmbia  and  Montonr  Cos 

.  Society  it 

1 

full  for  1872 

, 

, 

,        , 

.    127  90 

«     29. 

(( 

« 

Cf 

Life  Insaranoe  Co. 

for  Transactions 

1  00 

April    3. 

(( 

u 

tt 

Blair  Co.  Society  in  fall  for  1872 

21  60 

«      6. 

i< 

u 

« 

Ljcoming  Co.  Soo. 

tt 

tt 

.      2430 

Maj   14. 

M 

*t 

l( 

Delaware  Co. 

it 

tt 

ft 

.      18  00 

"    15. 

U 

<t 

tt 

Westmoreland 

tt 

tt 

It 

.      13  50 

"    24. 

tt 

t( 

tt 

Lehigh  Co. 

it 

tf 

1871 

330 

«    24. 

u 

l( 

tt 

Lehigh  Co. 

tt 

ft 

1872 

900 

"    27. 

It 

i( 

ft 

Mercer  Co. 

tt 

ft 

ft 

.      21  60 

Jane    5. 

<I 

i< 

ft 

Indiana  Co. 

tt 

ft 

tt 

.      13  50 

"      7. 

« 

« 

It 

Tioga  Co. 

tt 

ft 

ft 

24  30 

"      9. 

(( 

(( 

ft 

Clearfield  Co. 

tt 

tt 

If 

10  80 

*♦     11. 

il 

<( 

ft 

Berks  Co. 

tt 

tt 

ft 

.      22  50 

"     11. 

u 

t( 

ft 

Lancaster  Co. 

ft 

tt 

ft 

37  80 

«     11. 

t< 

(1 

11 

Perrj  Co. 

ft 

tt 

1871 

30  00 

$1704  01 

1872.  CR. 

June  13.  Bj  cash  paid  for  stationery,  printing,  etc.,  at  Franklin  •         •  $25  70 

Sept.    7.  **      **       **     Ed.  Carr  for  porterage 75 

Oct.      2.  *'      "       **     T.  E.  Collins  in  full  for  printing  1200  copies 
Transactions         ....     $809  09 

Less  discount   • 40  45 

768  64 

^it.     2.  By  cash  paid  C.  J.  Cohen  for  stationery         .        .        .        .  12  42 

it.     3.    "      "       "    W.  B.  Atkinson,  expenses  as  perm,  secretary  .  41  57 
1873. 

ne    9.    "      "       "    Treasurer  for  postage,  ezpressage,  etc.     .        .  2  70 

$851  78 

ne  11.  By  balance  due  Society 852  23 

$1704  01 

The  Societies  in  the  following  counties  are  in  arrears : — 

itler  County,  for  1872 $8  75 

imbria    "               " 8  10 

■eene      "             1871 25  00 

Amount  of  arrears $41  85 


Cabuslb,  June  11, 1873. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TRANSACTIONS  OP  THE  SOCIETY. 


Resolution  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
adopted  at  its  annual  session,  June,  1870. 

Besolved,  That  since  many  numbers  of  the  Transactions  are 
entirely  out  of  print,  the  Permanent  Secretary  and  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  exchange  any  number  of  the  Transactions  of  which 
there  are  on  hand  more  than  five  copies  for  any  number  of  which 
the  Society  has  none. 

The  following  is  an  enumeration  of  Transactions  on  hand,  which 
will  be  furnished  upon  the  receipt  of  the  cost  of  publication  as 
given  for  each  year  respectively: — 


1654 

1855 

1856 

1857 

1858 

1859 

1860 

1861-2 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866  • 

1867  ■ 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 


29  copies,  at  30  oentfi  per  copj. 


22 

u 

38    *• 

60 

u 

75    '* 

150 

u 

85    " 

54 

l( 

40    * 

10 

l( 

40    « 

60 

tl 

67    *' 

22 

tl 

48    " 

60 

u 

80    " 

50 

it 

120    " 

112 

f( 

160    " 

22 

« 

80    " 

110 

tl 

140     " 

9 

f( 

80 

108 

« 

125 

120 

l< 

80     « 

23 

(( 

125     " 

147 

« 

90     « 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MEMORIAL. 


The  Committee  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsjl- 
vania  appoiated  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  the  Legislatare  in  favor 
of  the  erection  of  a  hospital  for  the  insane  for  the  counties  of  Erie, 
Crawford,  Mercer,  Venango,  Warren,  M'Kean,  Elk,  Forest,  Cameron, 
and  Clarion,  and  to  press  upon  them  the  argent  necessity  of  such 
an  institution,  would  respectfully  represent:  That  the  hospitals  for 
the  insane  at  Harrisbur^  and  near  Pittsburg  are  now,  and  haye 
been  for  some  time  past,  overcrowded  with  patients,  and  that  the 
accommodations  of  the  new  hospital  at  Danville,  so  far  as  they 
have  been  completed,  will  most  probably  be  entirely  filled  before 
the  additional  parts  of  the  building,  to  complete  it  according  to 
the  original  design,  can  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  patients, 
and  that  there  are  not  now  in  this  State  the  proper  provision^  made 
for  the  care  and  treatment  of  those  who  may  unfortunately  become 
insane  and  need  prompt  and  skilful  treatment  to  insure  their  resto- 
ration. 

Insanity  is  a  disease  to  be  treated  like  other  diseases  by  the 
prompt  and  proper  application,  in  the  early  stages,  of  the  most 
approved  hygienic  and  medical  means,  but  owing  to  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  disease — ^the  degree  of  excitement  which  frequently 
occurs,  the  dislike  and  often  hatred  of  those  most  loved  in  health, 
the  difficulty  of  administering  food  and  medicine  in  many  cases, 
the  amount  of  care  and  watching  required  in  those  who  seem  bent 
on  destroying  their  own  lives,  the  wearing  and  wearying  nature  of 
the  attendance  required  from  the  other  members  of  the  family,  the 
refusal  to  submit  to  be  controlled  and  directed  in  their  own  house 
where  they  have  been  always  accustomed  to  direct  and  manage— 
except  in  a  few  special  cases,  that  treatment  cannot  be  effectively 
carried  out  in  the  families  of  which  they  may  be  members ;  and  it 
is,  therefore,  necessary  that  they  should  be  removed  to  some  institu- 
tion specially  arranged  for  the  treatment  of  this  particular  disease. 

These  institutions  require  to  be  constructed  in  a  different  manner 
from  ordinary  hospitals,  so  that  the  different  forms  of  mental  dis- 
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order  may  be  properly  classified  and  arranged,  and  better  oppor- 
tanities  be  thus  afiforded  for  the  more  thorough  and  careful  manage- 
ment and  treatment  of  the  particular  classes  into  which  the  patients 
must  be  arranged  according  to  the  form  which  their  disease  may 
assnme.  From  the  necessity  of  these  special  arrangements — that 
certain  rooms  must  be  stronger  and  more  secure,  and  the  windows 
more  carefully  constructed  and  guarded,  and  in  many  protected  in 
the  inside,  that  every  ward  must  be  provided  with  all  that  is  need- 
ful for  the  proper  and  careful  management  and  treatment  of  the 
patients,  that  all  parts  of  the  building  be  so  arranged  as  to  give  as 
much  liberty  as  possible  with  the  requisite  degree  of  security  to 
the  individual  and  to  the  community,  with  the  least  appearance 
of  restraint — ^the  construction  of  such  institutions  necessarily  in- 
volves a  greater  degree  of  expense  than  can  ordinarily  be  met  by 
associations  of  individuals,  and  therefore,  for  the  great  majority  of 
the  insane,  it  is  necessary  that  the  hospitals  be  constructed  by  the 
State.  Where  hospitals  for  the  insane  are  built  and  maintained  by 
associations  of  individuals,  they  are  compelled  in  order  to  keep  the 
Institution  in  proper  condition  and  pay  their  expenses,  to  charge 
rates  for  the  board  and  medical  attendance  which  are  beyond  the 
ability  of  a  large  number  to  pay.  The  bulk  of  the  population  in 
any  community  may  be  considered  to  be  in  that  condition  which 
will  enable  them  to  live  comfortably  and  maintain  their  families 
and  provide  for  them  in  case  of  ordinary  sickness  or  disease ;  but 
when  a  member  of  the  family  becomes  insane,  particularly  either  ^ 
head  of  the  family,  all  the  time  is  generally  required  to  look  after 
and  give  the  requisite  attention  to  the  sick  member,  and  thus  the 
means  of  the  support  by  the  family  are  taken  away  or  very  much 
impaired,  and,  if  this  condition  continues,  the  whole  family  suffers, 
and  notably  the  younger  members,  from  the  bad  influence  exerted 
on  them  by  the  conversation  and  conduct  of  the  insane  member. 
It  has  been  stated,  as  a  fact  of  observation,  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  commune  of  Gheel,  in  Belgium,  where  insane  persons  have 
been  boarded  in  the  families  of  the  villagers  for  more  than  two 
centuries,  that  the  mental  capacity  of  the  inhabitants  is  much  below 
that  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjoining  communes  where  no  such 
practice  has  prevailed.  Besides,  in  every  community,  there  are 
always  those  who  manage  to  provide  for  themselves  or  their 
liEimilies  while  in  health,  but  when  sickness  attacks  them  they 
become  at  once  dependent  on  the  public,  and  there  are  always  those 
who  are  a  public  charge  in  every  community. 

The  Commonwealth  is  the  legally  appointed  guardian  of  all 
within  in  its  borders  who,  by  reason  of  disease  or  disability,  are 
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unable  to  provide  for  or  take  care  of  themselves.  The  insane  are 
more  especially  the  wards  of  the  State,  becaose  in  them  the  govern- 
ing and  guiding  power  is  either  destroyed  or  misdirected,  and  they 
require  more  particular  provision  for  their  custody  and  treatment, 
inasmuch  as  their  disease  renders  them  often  dangerous  to  them- 
selves and  the  community  or  family  of  which  they  more  immediately 
form  a  part ;  and  as  the  majority  of  those  who  become  insane  in 
any  community  belong  to  the  class  who  cannot  pay  the  rates 
charged  in  institutions  under  the  care  of  associations  of  individuals, 
the  duty  becomes  more  imperative  that  the  authorities  of  the  State 
should  make  such  ample  provision  that  all  who  may  become  insane 
may  receive  treatment  at  the  earliest  period.  No  discrimination 
should  be  made  in  favor  of  one  class  against  another,  as  the  hospi- 
tals in  this  State  are  now  compelled  to  do  on  account  of  their  over- 
crowded condition,  but  all,  no  matter  what  the  character  of  their 
disease,  should  receive  treatment  adapted  to  their  disordered 
condition. 

It  has  been  proved  by  the  most  extensive  experience,  carefully 
collated,  that  when  the  treatment  is  commenced  in  the  earliest 
stages  of  the  disease,  like  all  other  diseases,  mental  disorders  can 
be  cured  in  a  great  majority  of  cases,  unless  there  is  some  special 
organic  disease.  Experience  and  observation  have  also  shown  that 
restoration,  unless  in  a  few  exceptional  cases,  can  be  more  readily 
and  certainly  effected  by  treatment  in  hospitals  properly  organized 
for  the  purpose  than  in  private  families.  A  large  number  of  the 
insane,  who  are  now  a  burden  on  the  community  in  consequence  of 
long-continued  insanity,  would,  in  all  reasonable  probability,  have 
been  restored  and  become  useful  members  of  the  community,  if  the 
means  had  been  provided  by  which  they  could  have  had  prompt 
treatment  in  the  early  stages  of  their  disease.  The  only  certain 
mode  of  preventing  the  increase  of  mental  disorders  in  those  who 
now  constitute  the  community — for  into  the  question  of  the  pre- 
vention of  insanity  in  general  we  have  not  time,  nor  is  this  the 
place  to  enter — is  to  make  such  provision  that  all  can  receive  care- 
ful and  skilful  treatment  as  soon  as  the  symptoms  of  the  disease 
appear.  In  every  section  there  are  many  whose  insanity  is  of  long 
continuance.  These  will,  in  the  natural  course  of  events,  gradually 
diminish  by  death  ;  and  if  three-fourths  or  four-fifths  of  those  who 
become  insane  in  any  given  year  are  restored  to  sound  health  by 
the  application,  at  an  early  day,  of  the  appropriate  means,  and 
one-fourth  or  one-fifth  only  continue  insane,  it  must  be  obvious  that 
the  number  ef  the  chronic  insane  will  not  be  materially,  if  at  all, 
increased,  as  the  additions  will  only  equal  the  deaths. 
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No  accnrate  census  of  the  insane  has  ever  been  taken  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  number  in  the  United  States  census  of  18t0  requiring 
correction  in  some  important  particulars ;  but  assuming  the  number 
there  given  as  the  actual  number  there  will  be  3895,  or  a  proportion 
of  one  to  every  nine  hundred  and  four  of  the  population. 

The  hospital  provision  in  Pennsylvania,  including  these  in  the 
different  almshouses  in  the  counties,  where  really  they  receive  no 
treatment,  is  2825,  leaving  over  one  thousand  entirely  nprovided 
for.  What  the  accommodations  for  the  insane  in  the  county  alms- 
bouses  are,  can  readily  be  ascertained  from  the  report  for  1871,  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Charities ;  they  have  no  medical  treatment, 
except  in  case  of  some  intercurrent  bodily  disease,  and  no  means 
of  proper  exercise  and  recreation,  and  j^et  many  recent  cases  are 
taken  to  those  institutions  and  kept  there,  and  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases  without  any  effort  being  made  to  give  them  the  benefit  of 
medical  treatment,  and  as  a  consequence  they  are  soon  added  to  the 
already  large  number  of  chronic  insane  requiring  to  be  supported 
by  the  public. 

In  those  sections  where  there  are  no  almshouses,  the  insane  must 
necessarily  be  provided  for  in  private  families,  and  this,  as  before 
shown,  must  be  detrimental  to  tbe  health  of  all,  and  more  particu- 
larly to  the  mental  integrity  of  the  children  who  are  constantly  • 
compelled  to  witness  their  conduct  and  hear  their  talk,  which  is 
almost  always  improper  to  be  heard  by  young  persons. 

These  things  ought  not  so  to  be,  but  the  provision  should  be  so 
ample  and  so  entirely  accessible  to  all,  that  no  excuse  could  be 
pleaded  for  not  availing  themselves  of  it. 

It  is  a  fact  established  by  universal  experience  that  the  majority 
of  the  insane  in  any  given  hospital  are  derived  from  the  section  of 
country  more  immediately  adjacent  to  that  hospital,  so  that  it  may 
be  regarded  almost  as  an  axiom,  that  a  hospital  should  be  placed 
as  near  as  may  be,  convenience  of  access  and  supplies  considered, 
to  the  centre  of  population  of  the  district  it  is  designed  to  accom- 
modate. In  the  ten  counties  named  above,  the  population,  by  the 
last  United  States  census,  was  303,731  which  in  the  proportion 
stated  above  of  one  to  every  nine  hundred  and  four  of  the  popula- 
tion will  give  336  insane  now  in  the  district  to  be  provided  for. 

But  it  has  also  been  clearly  established  by  careful  calculations 
of  the  admissions  in  existing  institutions,  that  one  in  1690  of  the 
population  becomes  insane  in  each  and  every  year,  so  that  in  the 
same  population  there  will  be  within  a  fraction  of  180  who  will 
become  insane  in  that  district  in  each  year  and  will  need  medical 
care  and  treatment.    If  that  number  have  the  requisite  hygieuic 
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and  medical  treatment  in  the  earliest  stages  of  the  disease,  144 
will  in  all  probability  be  restored,  while  36  will  remain  insane  or 
die. 

,Bat  where  they  are  to  receive  that  treatment  it  is  impossible  to 
say.  A  few  may  be  accommodated  in  the  already  overcrowded 
hospitals  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  but  for  the  remainder  the  only 
prospect  is  the  very  dreary  one  of  not  having  any  treatment,  and 
in  all  human  probability  of  remaining  insane  for  the  rest  of  thdr 
lives,  a  burden  and  source  of  grief  and  annoyance  to  their  families 
and  the  communities  in  which  they  reside.  This  is  neither  just 
nor  humane.  If  the  construction  of  a  hospital  could  be  commenced 
at  once,  it  would  require  between  two  and  three  years  to  have  it 
ready  for  the  reception  of  patients,  and  in  that  time  what  an  amount 
of  distress  and  suffering  must  be  experienced,  and  how  many  will 
be  added  to  the  already  large  number  of  chronic  insane,  chronic 
simply  because  they  have  been  denied  the  right  to  receive  that 
treatment  which  would  have  made  them  useful  members  of  the 
community  and  changed  them  from  consumers  to  producers. 

But  the  economic  aspect  of  the  subject  demands  careful  conside- 
ration— ^the  amount  of  money  to  be  saved  to  the  community  by  the 
prompt  restoration  to  health  and  mental  soundness.  Every  person 
becoming  insane  deducts  so  much  from  the  producing  power  of  the 
community,  and  is  to  that  extent  an  incumbrance  or  mortgage  on 
the  property  and  income  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  some  of  its  parts 
collectively  or  individually,  to  the  extent  of  the  cost  of  his  or  her 
support  so  long  as  the  insanity  shall  continue.  The  individaal's 
estate  pays,  if  it  can,  but,  if  not,  the  public  must,  for  the  body 
politic  is  the  bondsman  for  every  one  in  sickness  and  poverty  to 
pay  what  he  cannot. 

The  citizens  are,  very  naturally,  jealous  ahd  alanned  at  any 
increase  of  the  State  debt ;  but  here  is  an  incumbrance  on  the  pro- 
perty of  the  different  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  and  a  debt  which 
should  touch  them  with  greater  alarm  and  jealousy,  and  which 
they  should  insist  on  being  discharged  in  full  before  any  other. 
This  debt  to  suffering  humanity  while  not  so  prominently  brought 
forward  as  the  bonds  are  quoted  on  the  exchange,  is  one  which 
every  prudent  citizen,  who  looks  to  the  best  Interests  of  the  State, 
would  seek  and  hope  to  have  liquidated  as  promptly  as  possible, 
for  the  obvious  reason  that  it  is  a  heavy  drain  on  the  resources  of 
the  community,  and  while  it  continues  to  burden  it,  it  by  so  much 
incapacitates  its  members  from  active  investments  of  a  profitable 
character.  If  it  be  asked  in  what  the  profit  consists,  it  is  readily 
answered  in  the  removal  of  so  large  a  number  from  the  class  of 
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consumers  and  placing  them  in  the  class  of  producers  and  tax- 
payers, and  thus  enabling  them  to  aid  in  the  development  of  the 
resources  of  that  part  of  the  State  and  add  to  its  material  wealth. 
But  it  is  not  alone  those  who  become  insane  who  are  a  burden  on 
the  resources,  but  the  majority  of  them  have  families  who  are 
dependent  on  their  labor  for  their  daily  support ;  and  if  this  sup- 
port be  withdrawn  and  not  again  renewed,  these  families  will  neces- 
sarily become  an  additional  burden  on  the  community  in  which 
they  reside,  and  thus  abstract  so  much  more  from  the  ability  of 
that  portion  to  add  to  the  general  wealth. 

The  irresponsible  character  of  insane  persons,  and  the  risks  to 
families  and  the  community  from  the  perverted  fancies  of  so  many 
of  this  class,  demand  that  means  be  provided  for  the  full  protec- 
tion of  the  community  from  all  danger  to  life  and  property  which 
may  be  likely  to  arise  from  this  source. 

The  cost  of  keeping  an  insane  person  at  home,  in  a  poor-house, 
or  a  jail,  is  not  less  than  three  dollars  a  week  on  the  average,  and 
this  must  be  multiplied  by  as  many  weeks  as  the  insanity  shall  con- 
tinue. The  average  duration  of  life  of  an  insane  i)erson,  not  cured, 
attacked  between  20  and  30  is  21.31  years ;  attacked  between  30  and 
40  is  20.64  years;  attacked  between  40  and  60  is  17.65  years;  that 
is,  an  insane  person,  when  taken  near  20  to  30  years  old,  will,  if  not 
restored,  live  on  an  average  1118  weeks,  and  will  cost  $3354  for  his 
support.  Those  from  30  to  40  when  taken,  will  live  10*73  weeks  and 
cost  $3219,  and  those  who  are  from  40  to  50  when  taken,  will  live 
717  weeks  and  cost  $2751. 

These  are  sums  which  the  people  must  pay;  they  are  debts  in- 
curred the  moment  the  man  becomes  insane,  and  are  a  mortgage  on 
the  public  property  until  these  patient  are  restored.  This,  how- 
ever, is  not  all  the  cost  of  insanity  neglected  and  uncured ;  the 
Commonwealth  loses  all  the  services  of  these  men,  all  that  they 
would  have  earned  during  a  sane  life  if  they  are  restored.  The 
probable  longevity  or  average  time  sane  men  will  live  after  20  to 
30  years  is  39.12  years;  after  30  to  40,  32.76  years ;  and  after  40 
to  50  it  is  26.06  years.  Then  the  public  must  not  only  pay  the 
cost  of  supporting  an  uncured  insane  person,  when  between  20  to 
30  years,  for  1118  weeks  but  lose  his  earnings  for  2034  weeks. 
The  earnings,  of  course,  will  vary  with  person,  capacity,  position, 
and  circumstances.  In  England  the  prospective  earnings  over  and 
above  the  cost  of  the  support  of  an  unskilled  laborer,  at  25  years 
of  age  are  worth  $1157 ;  that  is,  an  annuity  equal  to  this  profit  on 
his  labor  through  his  probable  life  could  be  bought  at  that  age  for 
this  sum.    The  earnings  are  more  in  America ;  the  cost  of  living 
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for  laborers  and  others  is  about  the  same ;  hence  the  profits  of  life 
are  greater  and  the  annuity  worth  more.  We  may  safely  add  fifty 
per  cent,  and  more  and  estimate  the  annuity  as  worth  at  least 
$1800  for  the  unskilled  laborer;  for  the  mechanic,  trader,  and  pro- 
fessional man  it  is  worth  more.  Then  if  an  unskilled  laborer 
becomes  insane  at  25,  this  annuity  is  lost  to  him,  to  his  family,  and 
the  body  politic,  unless  he  be  restored  and  the  annuity  regained. 
Let  us  next  consider  the  cost  of  restoration.  For  those  whose  dis- 
ease was  less  than  one  year  before  admission,  the  period  of  restora- 
tion has  been  found,  on  calculation  of  returns,  to  have  been  some- 
what over  five  months.  But  if  taken  earlier  and  treated  as  promptly 
as  fever,  pneumonia,  etc.,  the  time  required  for  cure  is  much  less. 
The  cost  of  this  restoration,  even  including  interest  on  the  hospital 
and  all  other  expenses  in  our  State  institutions,  will  not  exceed  five 
dollars  a  week ;  that  is,  about  $130  for  each  insane  person  restored. 
If  taken  early,  80  per  cent,  at  least  can  be  restored,  and  20  per 
cent,  will  either  die  or  remain  insane  for  life. 

The  recent  cases  of  insanity  are  always  more  expensive  to  take 
care  of,  from  the  greater  attention  required,  their  disposition  to 
destroy  clothing,  furniture,  and  fixtures.  The  cost  of  the  curative 
experiment  must  include  both  that  paid  for  those  who  are  curable, 
and  for  the  attempt  to  restore  the  incurable  during  an  average 
period  required  to  determine  the  question  of  their  curability — say 
two  years — or  for  such  as  are  restored  to  power,  $260. 

It  must,  however,  be  remembered  that  this  estimate  of  the  cost 
allows  the  whole  expense  of  the  hospital  to  be  five  dollars  a  week 
for  each  patient.  In  calculating  the  cost  of  a  cure,  we  should 
only  include  the  increased  expense  of  support  for  this  purpose 
over  and  above  what  must  necessarily  otherwise  have  been  incurred. 
"Whether  they  cure  or  attempt  to  cure  or  not,  the  public  must  pay 
three  dollars  a  week  for  the  patient's  support,  and  the  curative 
process  costs  only  two  dollars  a  week  in  addition,  and  only  so 
much  then  should  be  charged  to  place  and  means  of  restoration. 
The  cost  then  should  be  stated  as  $104  for  each  one  restored. 
Taking  the  English  calculations  of  the  present  worth  of  a  laboring 
man  at  25,  and  adding  the  difference  of  eaniings  in  this  country, 
an  annuity  equal  to  the  excess  of  his  earnings  over  the  cost  of 
his  support  through  his  probable  average  life,  39  years,  can  be 
bought  for  $1800.  The  present  worth  of  the  cost  of  his  support, 
if  insane,  $156  a  year,  through  his  probable  insane  life,  21  years, 
will  be  $1834.  Both  these  are  lost,  equal  to  $3634,  if  the  man  is 
attacked  with  insanity  and  not  restored. 
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At  their  meeting  on  February  8,  18T0,  the  Board  of  Public 
Charities  of  Pennsylvania  passed  the  following  resolution: — 

^^Besolved^  That  the  Board  recommend  to  the  Legislature  the 
propriety  of  establishing  an  additional  hospital  for  the  insane  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  State.'^ 

Such  being  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  advantage  and  economy  in 
every  point  of  view  of  treatment  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease, 
the  necessity  of  special  provision  for  that  treatment,  the  crowded 
condition  of  all  the  hospitals  for  the  insane  in  this  State,  and  the 
consequent  inability  of  the  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Erie,  Craw- 
ford, Mercer,  Yenango,  Warren,  Clarion,  McKean,  Elk,  Forrest, 
and  Cameron  to  secure  admission  for  those  of  their  fellow-citizens 
who  are  now  suffering  from  this  most  afflictive  of  all  diseases,  and 
for  those  who  may  become  insane  in  the  course  of  the  year  to  come 
and  in  subsequent  years,  the  committee  feel  that  they  cannot  too 
strongly  urge  upon  your  Jionorable  bodies  the  necessity  of  the  pas- 
sage of  a  bill,  at  an  early  day,  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  select  a  site  and  build  a  hospital  for  the  insane 
of  these  counties,  which  will  be  an  ornament  to  the  State  and  will 
confer  untold  benefits  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  section  of  our 
beloved  Commonwealth. 

JOHN  CURWEN, 
JAMES  ROSS, 
J.  L.  STEWART, 
F.   F.  DAVIS, 
WM.  VARIAN. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  COMPULSORY  VACCINATION. 


Your  committee  regret  that  they  are  not  able  to  report  the  ac- 
complisbment  of  the  beneficent  object  of  their  appointment,  viz., 
the  procuring  of  the  passage  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  of  a 
legal  enactment  for  extending  the  benefits  of  vaccination  to  every 
human  being  within  its  limits,  and  the  consequent  entire  elimina- 
tion of  smallpox  as  a  factor  in  our  bills  of  mortality. 

But  while  they  are  denied  this  satisfaction,  they  feel  themselves 
authorized  to  declare  that  something  definite  has  been  accomplished, 
that  an  impression  has  been  made,  and  that  it  requires,  in  their 
opinion,  only  the  united,  energetic,  vigorous  co-operation  of  all  regu- 
lar practitioners  of  medicine  throughout  the  State,  exerted  in  the 
main  through  their  patients,  so  to  mould  public  opinion,  that  no 
legislature  will  dare  to  ignore  its  expression  upon  this  fundamental 
question. 

Early  in  the  year  1872,  over  which  this  report  extends,  corres- 
pondence was  opened  with  his  Excellency  Governor  Geary,  and 
with  the  consular  representatives  in  Philadelphia,  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  German  Empire,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  definite  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  existing  legislation  on  the  subject  in  those  coun- 
tries. The  peculiar  eflSciency  of  the  German  sanitary  police  regu- 
lations as  kindly  furnished  by  Mr.  Charles  H.  Meyer,  the  German 
consul,  appears  to  consist  in  the  fact  that  the  importance  of  vacci- 
nation is  impressed  upon  the  mind  of  the  individual  subject  in  every 
relation  of  life.  The  "  Certificate  of  Yaccination,"  is  there  an  essen- 
tial to  entering  school,  at  the  early  age  of  six  years,  and  from  that 
time  onward,  the  youth,  man,  or  woman  can  enter  upon  no  occupa- 
tion in  any  way  connected  with  the  government,  such  as  military 
duty  (which  every  male  is  obliged  to  perform),  teaching,  or  nursing, 
nor  obtain  a  marriage  license,  without  displaying  this  all-important 
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document.  This  would  seera  to  be  a  much  more  effective,  impress- 
ing, and  far-reaching  mode  of  enforcement  than  the  mere  infliction  of 
a  fine  for  non-acquiescence,  which  appears  to  be  the  course  pursued 
in  England,  and  which  is  evaded  by  associate  action  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  fines. 

Drs.  Curwen  and  DeWitt,  being  on  the  spot  at  Harrisburg,  during 
part  of  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  used  their  personal  influence 
with  the  members,  securing  the  efiftcient  co-operation  of  Senator  B. 
B.  Strang.  To  their  combined  efforts  was  doubtless  owing  the 
fact  that  Governor  Geary  recommended  the  passage  of  such  an  act 
in  his  annual  message,  and  that  the  popular  branch  actually  went 
so  far  as  to  pass  an  enactment  making  vaccination  an  essential 
condition  to  admission  to  the  public  schools  throughout  the  State. 
This  however  failed  to  pass  the  Senate.  A  petition  from  the  Board 
of  Health  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  similar  act, 
carefully  drawn  up  and  ably  supported,  was  presented  to  the  Legis- 
lature, some  weeks  after  this  action  of  the  Assembly,  but  appears  to 
have  elicited  no  response  whatever. 

The  fact  is,  that  this  country  is  ruled  not  by  legislatures  but  by 
public  opinion.  Whenever  this  is  strongly  and  unmistakably  ex- 
pressed in  favor  of  any  measure,  a  legislature  is  not  long  in  taking 
the  hint.  If  we  desire  then  to  free  our  land  forever,  for  ourselves 
and  for  our  children,  from  periodical  visitations  of  this  terrible 
scourge,  such  as  we  have  just  experiftnced,  we  must  convince  the 
public  mind,  first,  of  the  importance,  secondly,  of  the  possibility, 
and  thirdly,  of  the  safety  of  doing  so.  The  first  proposition  cer- 
tainly needs  no  more  convincing  argument  than  the  simple  history 
of  the  recent  epidemic,  which  needs  no  repetition  here. 

As  to  the  second  : — 

To  adduce  new  evidence  in  favor  of  the  value  of  vaccination  before 
this  society  with  a  view  of  infiuencing  the  opinions  of  its  members 
would  be  simply  to  insult  their  intelligence,  but  so  long  as  igno-  - 
ranee  and  prejudice  on  the  part  of  the  various  medical  sects,  and 
apathy  on  the  part  of  a  community  too  intensely  devoted  to  material 
pursuits  to  be  willing  to  give  time  to  the  consideration  of  scientific 
truths,  no  matter  how  nearly  they  concern  its  well-being — so  long, 
we  say,  as  such  formidable  obstacles  plant  themselves  in  the  way 
of  the  universal  introduction  of  this  invaluable  prophylactic,  just  so 
long  will  it  devolve  upon  medical  societies,  as  well  as  medical  men, 
to  repeat  usque  ad  nauseam^  the  arguments  in  its  favor,  and  to  sup- 
port them  by  every  fresh  batch  of  testimony  to  which  the  circum- 
stances of  the  day  may  give  birth.  It  is  in  this  view  of  the  case 
that  your  committee  venture  to  offer  the  following  facts : — 
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In  the  city  of  Hamburg,  during  the  year  1871,  3301  vaccinated 
persons  had  varioloid,  of  whom  347  died,  and  2954  recovered. 
During  the  same  year,  710  unvaccinated  persons  took  the  disease, 
of  whom  700  died  and  but  10  recovered  ;  so  that  the  danger  to  an 
unvaccinated  person  in  taking  the  infection  was  about  nine  and  a 
half  times  as  great  as  to  a  vaccinated  person,  independently  of  tlie 
fact,  that  his  exposure  was  vastly  greater.  In  the  city  of  London, 
during  the  entire  epidemic,  ranging  through  the  years  1870,  '71, 
'72^  there  were  received  into  the  several  hospitals  devoted  to  that 
affection  14,800  cases  of  variolous  disease,  a  number  certainly  suffi- 
cient to  form  the  basis  of  a  trustworthy  estimate,  and  placed  under 
.the  most  favorable  circumstances  for  careful  statistical  observation. 

The  records,  rigidly  scrutinized  by  a  committee  of  the  "  Managers 
of  the  Metropolitan  Asylum  District,"  who  have  embodied  their  re- 
sults in  a  valuable  report, — show  the  rate  of  mortality  in  vaccinated 
cases  (where  one  vaccination  had  been  successfully  performed  in 
infancy)  to  have  been  10.15  per  cent.,  and  in  unvaccinated  cases, 
44.80  per  cent.  The  percentage  of  deaths  among  unvaccinated 
children  under  10  years  of  age  was  49.45,  while  among  vaccinated 
children  of  the  same  age  it  was  but  8.63,  of  the  whole  number  of 
deaths.  With  respect  to  the  influence  of  a  plurality  "of  marks"  on 
the  mortality  the  following  facts  are  very  significant.  Out  of  5539 
cases  treated  at  the  Hampstead  Hospital  and  the  Hopewell  Small- 
pox Hospital,  the  mortality  in  unvaccinated  cases  being  55.9  per 
cent,  decreased  to  15.2  in  cases  with  one  mark,  and  to  5.5  in  cases 
with  five  or  more  marks.  Of  420  well-vaccinated  cases  under  fifteen 
years  of  age,  the  death  rate  was  only  0.47  per  cent.,  giving  what 
might  almost  be  claimed  as  a  positive  immunity  from  fatal  results. 
Still  more  striking  is  the  fact,  that  out  of  the  entire  immense  num- 
ber of  14,800  patients  treated,  there  were  but  four  well-authenticated 
cases  in  which  revaccination  had  recently  been  properly  performed, 
and  these  were  light  attacks.  That  the  disease  may  be  actually, 
not  metaphorically,  stamped  out  by  the  proper  use  of  this  invalua- 
ble prophylactic,  is  proved,  to  the  letter,  by  the  exi>erience  of  the 
little  town  of  Salzungen  in  the  Duchy  of  Saxe-Meiningen  in  Ger- 
many, when  the  authorities  took  extraordinary  pains  not  only  to 
vaccinate  but  also  to  revaccinate  every  inhabitant,  old  or  young,  on 
the  first  note  of  danger.  The  result  was,  that  while  the  smallpox 
raged  with  violence  in  all  the  surrounding  towns  and  villages,  Sal- 
zungen escaped  without  a  single  case. 

This  fact  is  given  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Becker-Laurie,  of 
Altenberg,  whose  personal  experience  during  the  same  period  is 
thoroughly  corroborative.     Of  132  children  vaccinated  by  hina  in 
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the  course  of  seven  months,  but  two  took  the  disease,  and  these  re- 
covered, while  of  218  persons  revaceinated  by  him,  not  one  tot)k 
the  infection.     Can  immunity  be  more  perfect? 

Mr.  Marson,  of  the  London  Smallpox  Hospital,  offers  the  follow- 
ing significant  figures : — 

In  5000  cases  of  post-vaccinal  smallpox,  under  observation  from 
1836  to  1855,  it  appears  that  there  were,  as  compared  with  35  per 
cent,  of  deaths  among  nnvaccinated  persons,  25.57  per  cent,  among 
those  who  claimed  to  have  been  vaccinated  but  could  show  no  scar, 
while  among  those  who  had  one  cicatrix  the  deaths  were  7.73  per 
cent. ;  two  cicatrices  4.70  ;  three  cicatrices  1.95  ;  four  or  more  cica- 
trices .55  per  cent. 

Not  less  instructive  and  conclusive  is  a  comparison  of  the 
destructireness  of  this  disease  in  countries  not  as  yet  blessed  with 
this  inestimable  boon,  with  that  in  those  in  which  it  is  possessed 
and  measurably  appreciated — as  well  as  of  the  condition  of  these 
latter  up  to  the  time  of  the  present  epidemic,  with  their  former 
condition  in  this  regard.  The  Edinburgh  Med.  Journ.  of  Nov. 
1871  contains  a  valuable  article  by  F.  Page  Atkinson,  M.D.,  which 
discusses  this  subject  very  thoroughly.  Dr.  A.  C.  C.  De  Renzy  is 
quoted  by  the  writer,  as  reporting,  in  his  capacity  as  sanitary  com- 
missioner for  the  Punjaub,  that  in  that  province,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  18,000,Q00,  the  deaths  from  smallpox  are  never  less  than 
20,000  a  year,  while  in  1869  they  numbered  53,195.  In  England, 
remarks  Dr.  A.,  previous  to  the  introduction  of  vaccination,  the 
mortality  was  quite  as  great  as  in  the  Punjaub ;  now  the  annual 
average  does  not  exceed  5000,  and  is  often  far  below.  In  Scotland 
there  was  no  vaccination  act  previous  to  1863.  The  average  of 
yearly  deaths  from  smallpox,  in  the  twelve  years  from  1853  to  1864, 
was  1054.  In  1865  it  fell  to  175 ;  in  1866  it  was  but  200;  in  1867 
124,  and  in  1868  only  25. 

In  Ireland  vaccination  was  made  compulsory  in  the  same  year. 
In  periods  of  ten  years,  from  1830  to  1860,  the  average  annual 
mortality  had  been  5800,  3827,  and  1272  respectively  j  the  gradually 
diminishing  death  rate  evidently  corresponding  to  the  more  general 
diffusion  of  the  advantages  of  vaccination.  In  the  years  1864-65- 
66-67-68,  it  was,  respectively,  854,  347,  187,  20,  and  19.  In  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year  1869  there  were  but  3  deaths,  and  in  the 
second  none. 

In  the  city  of  Berlin  the  deaths  from  this  disease  numbered  6478 
during  the  year  1871,  which  comprised  the  entire  epidemic.  It  is 
estinaated  that  there  were  20,000  nnvaccinated  persons  in  the  city 
when  the  year  opened.     Of  this  number,  14  per  cent,  were  seized 
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with  variola;  while  of  vaccinated  persons  only  2  per  cent,  were 
attacked,  and  of  revaccinated  only  ^  of  1  per  cent.  The  mortality 
among  those  not  vaccinated  was  42  per  cent,  of  all  attacked ;  of 
those  who  had  been  vaccinated  16  per  cent. ;  and  of  those  who  had 
been  revaccinated  15  per  cent. — showing  a  diminution  of  risk  in 
favor  of  the  revaccinated  in  the  proportion  of  1 8  to  1. 

In  the  city  of  Cork,  Ireland,  of  1882  cases  treated  in  the  Fever 
Hospital  and  the  Union  Work  House,  the  comparative  mortality  of 
vaccinated  as  contrasted  with  unvaccinated,  was  about  as  1  to  9. 

Such  are  a  few  of  the  results,  hastily  gleaned  from  the  current 
medical  literature  of  the  day,  afforded  by  the  history  of  the  recent 
epidemic. 

It  would  be  eminently  unwise,  however,  to  look  at  the  ques- 
tion from  but  one  point  of  view,  to  ignore  the  arguments  which 
have  been  advanced  against  vaccination,  and  which  exercise  a  con- 
trolling influence  over  many  minds,  especially  in  Great  Britain, 
where  they  have  resulted  in  the  formation  of  Anti-vaccination 
Leagues.  Hence,  our  third  point,  its  safety,  which  compels  the 
consideration  of  the  uninviting  topic  of 

VACCINAL  SYPHILIS. 

No  one  can  read  attentively  the  debates  in  the  British  Medical 
Societies  in  regard  to  vaccinal  syphilis  without  being  con^^nced  that 
the  fact  of  its  existence  is  no  longer  an  open  question  among  intelli- 
gent members  of  the  profession  in  that  country.  The  cases  reported 
by  Mr.  Jonathan  Hutchinson  to  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  of 
London,  and  by  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  to  the  Clinical  Society,  before 
which  the  patient  was  exhibited,  have  forced  conviction  upon  the 
most  unwilling.  The  only  discussion  now  is,  as  to  the  mode  and 
medium  of  conveyance  of  the  obnoxious  virus,  and  the  best  means 
of  insuring  perfect  immunity  from  the  accident.  The  Medical 
Times  and  Gazette^  of  February  1st,  1873,  says  in  treating  of  this 
subject,  "  We  have  now  emerged  from  the  region  of  doubt  into 
one  of  belief  in  the  possibility  of  such  an  untoward  occurrence,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  practical  turn  which  most  professional  dis- 
cussions sooner  or  later  take  in  this  country,  we  have  promptly 
begun  to  seek  a  remedy  for  the  possible  evil." 

The  acceptance  of  this  possibility  as  an  article  of  faith  by  our- 
selves, if  it  have  not  already  taken  place,  is  but  a  matter  of  time; 
and  whether  we,  as  a  profession,  have  accepted  it  or  not,  the  com- 
munity at  large  are  fully  impressed  with  its  truth.  Hence,  in 
England,  the  faculty  are  convinced  that  the  "  Compulsory  Vacci- 
nation" law,  prolific  as  it  has  been  of  good,  must  become  a  dead  letter 
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unless  some  alternative  is  offered  whereby  those  who  are  penetrated 
^with  a  dread  of  such  contamination  can  comply  with  its  require- 
ments, without  running  this  (to  them)  terrible,  and  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, possible,  though  infinitesimal  risk.  It  will  not  remove  a 
parent's  apprehensions  to  be  told  that  such  cases  occur  only  once 
in  so  many  thousand.  "  My  child's  might  chance  to  be  that  very 
one,"  will  be  the  ready  response.  The  measure  which  is  found  to  be 
necessary  in  order  to  maintain  such  an  act  in  force  in  England,  is 
*  the  one  which  must  precede  its  enactment  in  this  country,  viz.,  the 
establishment,  near  every  large  centre  of  population,  by  and  at 
the  expense  of  the  body  corporate  which  imposes  the  act,  whether 
National,  State,  or  Municipal,  of  a  station  for  the  preservation,  per- 
petuation, and  furnishing  free  of  charge  to  physicians,  of  pure  bo- 
vine or  heifer  lymph,  both  fluid  and  in  crust.  Until  this  is  done, 
all  hope  of  making  vaccination  universal,  and  thus  absolutely  pre- 
venting the  recurrence  of  such  periods  of  fearful  trial  as  we  have 
recently  been  called  upon  to  pass  through,  must  be  given  up.  From 
what  we  have  seen  practically  demonstrated  during  the  past  year, 
as  to  the  cost  of  an  epidemic,  it  T^ill  readily  be  understood  that  the 
question  of  the  expense  of  such  an  undertaking  is  met  at  the  outset. 

HEIFER  VACCINATION. 

With  a  view  to  assisting  in  the  decision  of  the  impoitant  ques- 
tion as  to  the  relative  merits  of  heifer  or  cow  pox  lymph,  and  that 
which  is  thoroughly  humanized,  the  chairman  of  your  committee 
carefully  recorded  and  analyzed  the  cases  in  which  he  had  made 
use  of  the  former,  and  embodied  the  results  in  a  paper  read  before 
the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society,  in  January,  1872,  the 
conclusions  of  which  are,  perhaps,  of  sufficient  importance  to  war- 
rant their  reproduction  in  this  connection.     They  are  as  follows: — 

1.  That  virgin  vaccine  lymph  direct  from  the  heifer  is  not  readr 
ily  absorbed  into  the  human  system,  and  that  therefore  it  is  not 
advisable  to  attempt  its  general  use  in  the  face  of  an  epidemic,  or 
the  presence  of  direct  contagion. 

2.  That  it  is  less  readily  absorbed  in  the  case  of  infants  than  of 
older  children  and  adults. 

3.  That,  when  absorbed,  it  produces  the  vaccine  disease  in  both 
its  local  and  constitutional  manifestations  in  its  most  normal  and 
perfect  type,  without  unusual  severity  or  complication. 

4.  That  virus  produced  by  the  inoculation  of  a  single  human 
being  with  virgin  lymph,  for  the  first  time,  is  absorbed  into  the 
human  system  with  excessive  readiness,  constituting  the  most  active 
virus  that  can  be  procured. 
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5.  That  such  virus  is  more  likely  to  induce  true  vaccinia  in  per- 
sons already  vaccinated,  than  ordinary  humanized  virus  of  long 
descent,  and  that  it  is  therefore  reasonable  to  suppose  that  its  pro- 
phylactic power  is  in  all  cases  greater. 

6.  That  what  is  true  of  lymph  of  the  first  remove  is  also  measur- 
ably true  of  that  of  several  subsequent  removes,  but  to  what  extent, 
these  experiments  do  not  determine. 

T.  That,  accepting  the  foregoing  conclusions,  it  is  a  matter  of 
primary  importance  that  every  large  centre  of  population  should 
be  provided  with  the  means  for  frequently  revivifying  its  supply  of 
virus  by  a  return  to  the  original  source. 

A  much  more  serious  imputation  upon  the  value  of  vaccination 
than  that  of  its  possible  conveyance  of  other  infections  is  that,  in 
consequence  of  its  long-continued  transmission  through  human 
beings,  this  originally  brute  disease  has  been  so  greatly  modified 
that  it  has  lost  much  of  its  ancient  efficacy.  The  facts  recorded  in 
the  preceding  pages  show  very  clearly  that  it  is  not  now  what  its 
discoverer  claimed  that  it  was  in  his  day,  a  complete  preventive  of 
smallpox ;  and  every  one  who  has-  much  practical  experience  in  the 
art  knows  that  there  are  often  considerable  deviations  from  the 
classic  description  of  the  disease.  The  matter  is  put  in  a  clear 
light  by  Mr.  John  Green,  a  surgeon  of  Birmingham,  England, 
with  whom  your  committee  have  had  some  correspondence.  He 
says,  in  a  letter  to  the  Med.  Times  and  Gazette^  July  15,  1871: 
"  I  will  confine  myself  here  to  stating  that  in  heifer  vaccination  we 
have  a  perfectly  reliable  means  entirely  free  when  properly  apphed 
from  that  uncertainty  which  has  been  attributed  to  it  by  an  eminent 
government  authority,  and  that  in  some  secondary  vaccinations, 
when  lymph  of  long  human  descent  has  repeatedly  failed,  it  will 
produce  a  well-marked  pock.  The  point  which  I  would  urge  most 
strongly  upon  Government  is  the  employment  of  animal  vaccina- 
tion upon  a  limited  scale  to  multiply  virus  from  recent  primary 
stocks,  to  which  the  profession  shaM  have  access  in  due  order  and 
under  proper  restrictions.  By  a  system  of  periodical  renewal,  the 
employment  of  weak  vaccinoid  lymph  through  the  kingdom  would 
be  avoided.  The  evil  produced  by  the  use  of  altered  lymph  is  (in 
consequence  of  its  wide  prevalence)  of  immeasurably  greater  gravity 
than  an  isolated  or  dubious  case  of  syphilitic  inoculation,  since  it 
leads  to  a  weakened  protection,  the  spread  of  smallpox  amongst 
the  vaccinated,  and  to  anti-vaccination  agitation  of  a  powerful  kind. 
....  Jenner  himself,  in  a  forgotten  paper, '  Instructions  for  Vac- 
cine Inoculation,'  says  that  on  the  appearance  of  the  slightest 
deviation  in  the  course  of  the  vaccine  vesicle,  inferring  in  the  event 
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of  its  being  regularly  reproduced  by  a  certain  lymph  stock,  we 
should  at  once  have  recourse  '  to  the  most  active  kind  of  virus,' 

and    that  common  prudence  dictates  this  procedure The 

evil  of  the  employment  of  lymph  of  long  descent  is  one  that  in- 
creases with  the  lapse  of  time.     Smallpox-marked  persons  are  again 
appearing  pretty  often  in  our  streets.    Another  generation  or  two,  at 
the  present  retrograde  rate  of  effective  vaccination,  and  the  art 
will  be  in  danger  of  being  lost,  particularly  if  a  political  revolution, 
and    consequent  social  disorganization,  should  happen  to  coincide 
Trith  a  bad  and  unscientific  application  of  the  great  prophylactic." 
Your  committee  are  well  aware  that  certain  propositions  which 
they  have  felt  impelled  to  urge  in   the  foregoing  report  will  not 
command  the  unanimous  acquiescence  of  the  Society,  but  they  ask 
for  them  a  careful  and  deliberate  consideration.    In  the  mean  time, 
thoroughly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  object  for  which 
they  were  appointed,  they  express  their  willingness  to  continue  to 
urge  this  measure  both  upon  the  people  and  upon  their  legislators 
by  every  means  in  their  power,  if  the  Society  shall  see  fit  to  con- 
tinue to  repose  confidence  in  their  efforts. 

.      BENJAMIN  LEE,  Chairman, 
JOHN  CURWEN, 
W.  R.  DE  W1T1\ 
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EXCISION  OF  THREE  INCHES  OF  THE  MEDIAN  NERVE  AFTER 
AN  OLD  GDNSHOT  WOUND  OF  THE  LEFT  ELBOW. 

By  J.  L.  STEWART,  M.D., 

OF  BRIE,  PERKA. 


A.  F.  SwANN,  aged  34,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  a  stout,  robust 
man,  and  then  captain  of  C  company,  16th  Penn.  Cavalry,*  was 
wounded  by  a  Minie  ball  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  May 
28,  1864.  The  ball,  fired  at  about  ten  rods'  distance,  entered  the 
left  forearm  two  inches  below  the  head  of  the  radius,  and  passiDg 
obliquely  across  the  elbow-joint,  made  its  exit  just  above  the  inner 
condyle  of  the  humerus.  From  the  moment  he  was  struck  he  suf- 
fered the  most  intense  pain  in  the  arm  and  hand,  and  lost  a  large 
quantity  of  blood. 

The  wound  was  dressed  on  the  field,  and  healed  kindly.  The 
patient  came  home  to  Erie  "on  leave"  soon  after,  and  remained 
until  the  end  of  June,  when,  there  being  no  improvement  in  his 
case,  he  returned  to  Washington,  and  applied  to  Surgeon  Bliss,  U. 
S.  v.,  then  in  charge  of  "Armory  Square"  Hospital,  for  relief.  He 
was  directed  to  use  the  electrical  bath,  which  he  did  for  four  or  five 
days  without  any  apparent  effect.  The  pain  at  this  time  was  con- 
stant and  excruciating,  and  confined  chiefly  to  the  palm  of  the 
hand ;  while  the  sensation  was  as  if  grasping  a  ball  of  red-hot  iron. 
He  demanded  an  operation,  which  was  performed  by  Surgeon  6. 
(about  July  6,  1864),  who  cut  down  through  the  wound  of  exit, 
and  (so  the  patient  was  told\  removed  three  inches  of  the  median 
nerve. 

For  two  days  after  the  operation  the  pain  was  very  slightly  less, 
but  when  the  wound  began  to  heal,  assumed  its  former  intensity. 

Mr.  Swann  had  commenced  the  use  of  morphia  hypodermically 
about  two  weeks  before  this  operation,  and  resumed  it  two  days 
afterward.  From  the  first  it  required  from  three  to  five  grains  a 
day  to  relieve  pain,  and  he  continued  to  increase  the  quantity 

1  Afterwards  High  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  Pa. 
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gradually  up  to  the  time  of  the  second  operation,  until  he  very 
generally  injected  ten  grains  a  day,  and  has  used  as  much  as  one 
drachm  in  three  days.  Both  arms  are  covered  with  the  punctures 
of  the  syringe,  discolored,  and  the  cellular  tissue  Indurated. 

Mr.  S.  consulted  me  in  June,  1865,  when  I  advised  another  opera- 
tion, but  he  did  not  submit  to  it,  on  account  of  being  told  by  several 
physicians,  here  and  elsewhere,  whom  he  consulted,  that  it  would 
be  unsuccessful.  He  again  came  under  my  care  in  June,  1870,  six 
years  after  the  receipt  of  the  wound.  His  condition  was  most 
deplorable,  the  pain  in  the  hand,  which  was  intensified  by  any 
excitement,  was  indescribable,  and  he  was  unable  to  attend  to  any 
active  duties,  except  while  under  the  influence  of  morphia. 

He  suffered  from  irregular  nervous  chills  of  two  or  three  hours' 
duration,  when  he  would  be  obliged,  in  the  heat  of  midsummer,  to 
lie  by  a  hot  stove  with  four  or  five  blankets  over  him ;  the  cold 
perspiration  meanwhile  streaming  from  him.  His  appetite  was 
nearly  gone ;  his  bowels  were  habitually  constipated,  and  the  whole 
man  was  emaciated,  feeble,  and  fretful.  He  was  willing  to  undergo 
any  operation  which  promised  relief,  even  amputation  of  the  arm. 

June  27,  1870,  assisted  by  my  friend,  Surgeon  Woolverton,  U.  S. 
Navy,  I  proceeded  to  etherize  the  patient,  which  was  accomplished 
with  great  trouble  and  diflBculty.  Fourteen  ounces  of  ether  was 
used,  and  an  hour  passed,  the  patient  struggling  violently  and 
under  great  excitement,  before  the  muscles  relaxed  and  he  became 
quiet. 

An  incision  was  made  in  the  forearm,  between  the  flexor  carpi 
radialis  and  the  palmaris  longus  muscles,  three  and  one-half  inches 
in  length,  terminating  two  inches  above  the  wrist  joint ;  and  three 
inches  of  the  median  nerve  was  removed.  There  was  considerable 
venous  hemorrhage  after  the  operation,  which  ceased  on  the  appli- 
cation of  ice.  The  wound  was  closed  by  sutures  and  adhesive 
strips,  and  water  dressing  applied. 

As  soon  as  the  patient  passed  from  under  the  influence  of  the 
ether,  he  declared  that "  the  pain  in  the  hand  had  left  him."  He  slept 
three  or  four  hours  the  first  night  under  the  infiuence  of  immense 
doses  <5f  bromide  of  potassium.  He  never  used  any  opiate  after 
the  operation,  and  insists  that  he  scarcely  slept  an  hour  for  fourteen 
days,  and  not  a  sound  night's  sleep  for  twenty-six  days  after  it ; 
but  his  appetite  returned  at  once,  and  he  was  in  exuberant  spirits 
at  his  freedom  from  pain.  During  the  first  four  days  after  the 
operation,  chloral  hydrate  in  drachm  doses,  and  hyoscyamus,  can- 
nabis indica,  etc.,  in  heroic  does,  failed  to  produce  sleep,  when  I 
sent  him  to  a  quiet  country  home,  and  directed  the  free  use  of  ale 
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with  a  generous  diet.  No  medicine  of  any  kind  was  afterwards 
necessary. 

There  was  no  return  of  the  chills  after  the  operation,  but  he  waB 
much  annoyed  by  a  peculiar  feeling  of  the  surface,  which  he  de- 
scribed as  "craving  of  his  skin  for  morphine,"  with  burning  of  the 
feet;  but  these  gradually  passed  away  until  he  experienced  no  un- 
pleasant or  unnatural  sensations.  He  has  not  suffered  a  moment's 
pain  in  the  hand  or  arm  since  the  operation,  now  seven  months  past, 
and  has  gained  forty  pounds  in  weight,  and  is,  in  his  own  language, 
"  in  perfect  health  without  pain  or  ache."  He  has  good  use  of  the 
small  and  ring  finger,  and  the  paralyzed  parts  are  well  nourished. 

The  operation  was  undertaken  under  the  belief  that  there  still 
remained,  near  the  original  wound,  some  injured  portion  of  the 
nerve,  and  that  relief  might  be  given  by  severing  its  connection 
with  the  seat  of  pain,  as  the  result  has  happily  proved. 

What  seems  to  me  to  be  the  important  points  in  this  case  are, 
first,  the  unceasing  and  great  severity  of  the  pain,  from  the  moment 
of  receiving  the  wound  until  I  severed  the  nerve ;  second,  the  entire 
freedom  from  pain  since  the  operation  ;  third,  the  vast  amount  of 
morphine  used  by  the  patient,  estimated  by  him  to  amount  to  from 
two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  drachms,  requiring  the  use 
of  the  syringe  from  six  to  twenty  times  every  day  for  six  years 
and  some  days ;  fourth,  the  rapidity  with  which  he  recovered  from 
the  effects  of  this  long  continued  and  excessive  use  of  morphine, 
suflfering  no  inconvenience  from  its  omission  in  a  few  weeks  after 
the  operation  ;  fifth,  the  fact  that  the  operation  was  undertaken  in 
opposition  to  the  freely  expressed  opinion  of  all  the  medical  gentle- 
men here  and  elsewhere  who  had  been  consulted,  after  the  failure  of 
Dr.  Bliss's  operation. 
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THE  ADDRESS  IN  OBSTETRICS. 

A  REPORT  ON  THE  PROGRESS  OF  OBSTETRICS  AND  OF 
GYNiECOLOGY. 

By  WILLIAM  GOODELL,  M.D,, 

PBTSICIAN  IK  CHAROB  OP  THE  PRESTON  RETREAT)  CLINICAL  LECTURER  ON  THE  DISEASES 
OP  WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN  IN  THE  UNIYBRSITT  OP  PENNSTLYANIA,  ETC. 


Gentlemen: — 

In  accordance  with  the  letter  of  the  resolution,  by  which  yonr 
President  conferred  upon  me  the  honor  of  giving  the  annual  address 
on  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women,  I  shall  review  the  pro- 
gress made  during  the  past  year  in  these  branches  of  medicine. 
Trusting,  however,  to  a  broader  interpretation  of  the  spirit  of  this 
resolution,  I  shall  venture  to  infringe  upon  its  strict  phraseology,  by 
subjoining  to  most  of  the  subjects  a  bibliography  which  will  often 
range  beyond  that  limit  of  time  assigned  to  me,  but  which,  I  humbly 
hope,  will,  on  that  account,  better  aid  others  in  working  for  the  com- 
mon good  of  the  profession. 

In  Obstetrics  proper,  the  past  year  shows  a  very  fair  amount  of 
progress. 

The  Abortive  Action  of  Qtiinia. — The  thrice-vexed  question  of  the 
action  of  qninia  upon  the  uterus  has  claimed  a  large  share  of 
attention.  That  this  agent  does  sensibly  excite  uterine  contractions 
can  hardly  be  doubted;  the  evidence  on  this  point  is  overwhelming. 
Yet  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  few  reported  cases  of  abortion  under 
its  use  have  been  owing  to  this  action,  or  to  the  paludal  poison  for 
which  it  was  prescribed.  The  testimony  here  is  so  conflicting,  that 
the  Soci^ti  de  Medecine^  of  Gand,  in  Belgium,  has  proposed  the 
subject  as  a  prize  essay  for  1874.  After  carefully  weighing  the  evi- 
dence of  his  own  experience  and  that  of  others,  your  reporter  has 
arrived  at  the  following  conclusions :  (a)  That  quinia,  by  producing 
intermittent  contractions  of  the  womb,  has,  in  large  doses,  occa- 
sionally brought  on  an  abortion  in  the  very  early  months  of  gesta- 
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tion.  (b)  That  it  should  not  on  that  account,  however,  be  withheld 
from  pregnant  ague-patients;  for,  other  things  being  equal,  an 
abortion  is  more  likely  to  be  induced  by  the  visceral  congestions 
and  muscular  succussions  attending  an  attack  of  ague  than  by  the 
oxytocic  property  of  the  an ti periodic,  (c)  That  the  uterine  action 
of  this  drug  is  too  slow  and  too  uncertain  to  be  relied  upon  in  the 
emergencies  of  ante-  or  post-partum  hemorrhages.  But  that,  in 
decided  doses,  it  will  often  prove  of  service  in  menorrhagic  or  me- 
trorrhagic  attacks,  (d)  That,  like  ergot,  it  acts  most  eflSciently 
after  labor  has  begun  ;  a  dose  of  ten  grains  being  usually  followed, 
in  inertia,  by  a  prompt  return  of  the  pains,  (e)  That,  apart  from 
its  tonic  and  antiseptic  properties,  quinia  is  par  excellence  the  remedy 
for  puerperal  disorders.  By  lowering  the  high  temperature  generated 
both  by  accelerated  molecular  metamorphosis  and  by  rapid  chemical 
combinations,  it  retards  the  oxidation  of  the  tissues,  hinders  the 
formation  of  fibrinous  concretions,  and,  therefore,  prevents  cardiac 
plugging.  By  contracting  the  walls  of  the  womb,  it  tends  to  keep 
the  protective  coagula  of  the  uterine  sinuses  from  becoming  loose 
and  soluble,  and  to  inhibit  putrid  and  purulent  absorption.  Both 
by  con  stringing  the  coats  of  the  capillary  system  of  bloodvessels, 
and  by  paralyzing  the  amoeboid  movement  of  the  white  blood-cor- 
puscles, it  presents,  in  puerperal  fevers,  an  obstacle  to  fibrinous 
exudation  and  to  the  migration  of  the  leucocytes  into  serous 
cavities. 

Bibliography — Gazette  Obstetricale,  February  6,  1873,  p.  150; 
Archives  of  Scientific  and  Practical  Medicine,  January,  1873,  p.  53, 
and  June,  p.  384  ;  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  February, 
1873,  p.  160  ;  London  Medical  Record,  February  26,  1873,  p.  121; 
National  Medical  Journal,  October,  1871,  p.  281;  W.  Tyler  Smith's 
Lectures  on  Obstetrics,  2d  Am.  Ed.,  p.  202;  London  Practitioner, 
June,  1871,  p.  373;  also,  1873,  p.  170;  Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter, February  6,  and  April  9,  1870,  pp.  309,  346;  Cincinnati 
Lancet  and  Observer,  1861,  p.  114;  Georgia  Blister  and  Critic,  1854, 
p.  309 ;  Savannah  Journal  of  Medicine,  vol.  1,  p.  19 ;  vol  3,  p. 
1 61 ;  Journal  de  M^decine,  Chirurgie  et  Pharmacie,  vol.  34,  p.  163; 
Archives  G^ndrales,  1842,  vol.  14,  p.  466;  Obstetrics,  by  Wm.  H. 
Byford,  ed.  1870,  p.  133  ;  Gazette  des  Hopitaux,  1873,  p.  31,  from 
Bulletin  G^n^ral,  1873,  p.  236 ;  Philadelphia  Medical  Times,  Feb. 
1,  1873,  p.  276 ;  Northwestern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  May, 
1873,  p.  425  ;  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  November  9, 1873; 
Gazette  de  Joulin,  April  1,  1873,  p.  189;  Obstetrical  Journal  of 
Great  Britain,  May,  1873,  p.  113 ;  Medical  News  and  Library,  May, 
1873,  p.  74  ;  L'Union  M^dicale,  Nos.  71  and  83, 1871 ;  No.  70, 1872, 
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also  No.  62,  1873,  p.  800,  in  which  is  shown  the  abortive  action  of 
quinia  on  pregnant  dogs. 

Vaccination  during  Pregnancy. — Upon  another  disputed  point  in 
obstetrics  a  far  more  definite  conclusion  has  been  reached.  During 
the  terrible  epidemic  of  smallpox  which  has  lately  swept  pver  this 
land,  and  which  is  even  now  apparently  making  the  circuit  of  the 
civilized  world,  the  question,  whether  a  pregnant  woman  should  be 
vaccinated,  was  one  of  great  importance.  To  popular  prejudice  and 
to  the  weight  of  a  dictum  of  the  late  Dr.  Charles  D.  Meigs  (06- 
8tetric8^  1859,  p.  597),  it  is  feared  that  many  lives  were  sacrificed. 
Thanks  to  judicious  observation,  this  important  question  has  been 
definitely  settled. 

Through  the  statistical  and  timely  paper  of  Dr.  E.  W.  Jameson 
(Philadelphia  Medical  Times^  June  1,  1872,  p.  327)  the  absolute 
innocuousness  of  vaccination  or  of  revaccination  in  every  period  of 
utero-gestation  is  conclusively  shown. 

'  Dr.  Jameson  reports  over  100  cases  of  pregnant  women  who 
were  revaccinated  in  the  obstetrical  wards  of  the  Philadelphia 
Hospital.  As  far  as  he  could  learn,  no  bad  results  occurred.  In  48 
cases,  which  came  under  his  own  observation,  no  unusual  symptoms 
manifested  themselves,  although  "  some  of  the  women  suflfered  con- 
siderably with  their  arms."  More  than  half  of  these  cases  were 
advanced  beyond  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy.  There  were  several 
miscarriages,  but  they  all  happened  in  those  in  whom  the  vaccina- 
tion had  proved  unsuccessful. 

This  admirable  paper  forestalled  one  on  the  same  subject  which 
your  reporter  was  at  that  time  preparing  from  an  experience  gained 
in  the  wards  of  the  Preston  Eetreat.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  our 
conclusions  tally  exactly  with  the  author's.  During  the  late  terri- 
ble epidemic  we  either  vaccinated  or  revaccinated  over  150  pregnant 
women  who  were  in  the  last  months  of  their  pregnancy.  Every 
woman  upon  her  admission  was  at  once  vaccinated,  and  conse- 
quently the  local  or  constitutional  symptoms  were  often  at  their 
height  on  the  very  day  of  labor  or  on  the  days  immediately  suc- 
ceeding it.  Yet  not  the  slightest  appreciable  ill  effect  was  produced 
on  the  patient.  In  no  single  instance  did  any  septic  or  infiam- 
matory  action  set  in.  During  the  whole  continuance  of  this  epi- 
demic, no  case  of  variola,  modified  or  unmodified,  occurred  in  the 
Preston  Retreat,  nor  was  there  among  the  inmates  a  single  death 
from  any  other  disease. 

The  infants  also  were  all  vaccinated  within  the  first  week  after 
biith.    One  noteworthy  feature  was,  that  in  most  of  them  repeated 
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operations  wholly  failed ;  another,  that  in  those  that  "  took'*  the 
period  of  incubation  and  of  maturation  was  shorter  than  natural. 
To  these  phenomena  we  are  disposed  to  attach  no  other  significance 
than  that  of  the  well-known  resistance  of  very  young  infants  to 
contagious  diseases,  which  would  tend  either  to  prevent  or  to  modify 
the  vacijine  impression.  The  idea  was  at  first  entertained  that  the 
recent  vaccination  of  the  mother  had  protected  the  child.  Bot 
this  was  disproved  by  the  fact  that  in  two  instances  the  child  was 
subsequently  attacked  at  home  by  smallpox,  and  died ;  and  that 
cases  have  occurred  in  which  a  protected  woman  has  given  birth  to 
a  variolous  child  (Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  June,  1873, 
p.  584,  and  Chicago  Medical  Journal^  May,  1873). 

Strong  ground  in  favor  of  vaccinating  the  pregnant  woman  is 
taken  by  well-known  writers,  but  the  space  assigned  to  this  paper . 
forbids  more  than  a  mere  reference  to  R.  Barnes,  T.  H.  Tanner,  A. 
Keiller,  Struthers  of  Leith,  F.  P.  Atkinson,  and  to  George  Yarrow, 
who  vaccinated  twenty  women  from  the  third  to  the  ninth  month 
of  pregnancy. 

Bibliography. — British  Medical  Journal,  March  4th,  1871,  p.  218; 
Signs  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy,  by  T.  Hawkes  Tanner,  Am.  ed., 
1868,  p.  362;  Transactions  of  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
1872,  vol.  ii.  p.  306  ;  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  Nov.  1871,  p.  423; 
Lancet,  February  3d,  1872,  p.  145;  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  February  13th,  1873,  p.  162  ;  Half- Yearly  Abstract,  July, 
1871,  p.  225. 

The  Prediction  of  Sex  by  Auscultation. — From  the  researc*hes  of 
Frankenhauser,  Hutton,  Munro,  Steinbach,  Gumming,  Devilliers, 
and  others,  it  is  evident  that  the  pulse-rate  of  the  female  foetal 
heart  is,  on  the  average,  so  much  higher  than  that  of  the  male, 
that  the  prediction  of  the  sex  of  the  unborn  infant  by  auscultation 
is  quite  possible.  In  the  male  the  pulsations  average  181  to  the 
minute;  in  the  female,  144.  The  number  of  heart-l>eat8  in  the 
former  ranges  from  124  to  147  to  the  minute;  in  the  latter,  from 
135  to  154.  When  the  average  pulsation  is  about  140  to  the  minute, 
the  diagnosis  of  the  sex  is  doubtful.  M.  Joulin  states  that  by  the 
researches  of  M.  Devilliers,  this  difference  in  the  pulse-rate  is  proved 
to  be  owing  not  to  sex,  but  to  the  volume  of  the  child.  In  a  large 
child  the  pulsations  are  slower  than  in  a  small  one.  But  as  a  large 
child  is  usually  of  the  male  sexj  only  in  so  far  as  this  rule  holds 
good  will  a  diagnosis  of  sex  by  auscultation  hold  good.  Be  the 
cause  what  it.  may,  Cummings  out  of  59  cases  correctly  predicted 
the  sex  in  40.    Gf  57  cases  examined  by  Steinbach  he  was  wrong 
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in  10,  and  unable  to  predict  in  2.  Of  50  cases,  Frankenhauser  was 
right  in  all.  Hutton  correctly  predicted  the  sex  in  7  consecutive 
cases. 

Apart  from  the  ^clat  inuring  to  the  physician,  no  practical  results 
have  thus  far  been  gained  by  this  addition  to  our  knowledge.  But 
we  predict  that  in  cases  of  contracted  pelves  it  will  be  utilized  in 
deciding  the  question  of  the  induction  of  premature  labor.  No 
single  cause  of  dystocia  is  so  common  as  that  arising  from  a  large 
head,  and  more  especially  that  from  the  greater  size  of  the  male 
infant's  head.  The  difference  between  the  circumference  of  the 
bead  of  the  boy  and  that  of  the  head  of  a  girl  averages,  it  is  true, 
only  three-eighths  of  an  inch — a  diflTerence  which  may  be  represented, 
according  to  Dr.  A.  R.  Simpson,  by  the  thickness  of  a  single  fold 
of  a  table  napkin  wrapped  around  the  head.  Yet  so  nicely  ad- 
justed is  the  size  of  the  foetal  head  to  the  calibre  of  the  pelvic 
canal,  that  this  slight  difference  is  enough  to  make  the  birth  of  the 
male  child  more  than  twice  as  fatal  to  the  mother  as  the  birth  of 
the  female  child ;  and  to  cause  the  large  average  of  160  male  still- 
births to  100  female  (Medical  Record^  June,  1873,  p.  302). 

Bibliography, — ^New  York  Medical  Journal,  July,  1872,  p.  TO; 
British  Medical  Journal,  September  21st,  ]8'72,  p.  332;  Edinburgh 
Medical  Journal,  December,  1870,  p.  492;  Transactions  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Obstetrical  Society,  vol.  ii.  1872,  p.  64. 

Forceps. — With  regard  to  the  forceps  there  has  been  some  dis- 
cussion whether  the  blades  should  be  applied  to  the  sides  of  the 
child's  head,  irrespectively  of  the  position,  or  in  the  transverse 
diameter  of  the  pelvis,  viz.,  with  relation  to  the  curve  of  the  ob- 
stetric canal.  The  American  and  the  French  schools  of  medicine 
teach  the  former  method  of  application;  the  German  and  the 
English  the  latter.  Those  who  are  interested  in  this  question  are 
referred  to  an  ingenious  paper  by  Dr.  C.  C.  P.  Clark  {American 
Journal  of  Obstetrics^  May,  1871,  p.  138),  in  which  he  warmly  ad- 
vocates the  application  of  the  blades  with  relation  to  the  pelvic 
axis,  and  also  to  an  extended  discussion  before  the  Obstetrical 
Society  of  Philadelphia  (Ibid,^  Aug.  1872,  p.  341),  in  which  both- 
sides  of  the  question  are  sustained. 

To  your  reporter  the  gist  of  the  matter  seems  to  hinge  very  much 
upon  the  kind  of  forceps  used,  and  the  degree  of  skill  on  the  part 
of  the  operator.  While  the  application  to  the  sides  of  the  child's 
head  is  undoubtedly  the  more  scientific,  for  it  marks  the  child  the 
least,  it  offers  the  greater  mechanical  advantage  of  bringing  down 
the  head  edgewise,  and  it  compresses  the  least  vital  portions  of  the 
VOL.  X.  6 
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brain,  yet  it  requires  more  experience  and  greater  address  than 
the  other  method.  Again,  whenever  the  interval  between  the  blades 
— as  in  Hodge's  forceps — is  so  narrow  as  to  permit 'the  exertion  of 
much  compression,  the  aim  should  be  to  grasp  the  head  in  its  bi- 
parietal  diameter.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  width  between  the 
blades  precludes  an}'  great  compressing  power — as  in  Simfl^son's 
forceps — not  only  is  the  necessity  for  applying  them  to  the  sides  of 
the  head  not  so  great,  but  their  very  shape  interferes  with  sach  ao 
adjustment  in  the  oblique  positions  of  the  head. 

The  range  and  power  of  so  valuable  an  instrument  as  the  forceps 
should  be  carefully  defined ;  for  what  member  of  this  associaUon 
has  not  noticed  the  growing  necessity  for  skilled  assistance  in  labor? 
Our  forefathers  got  along  pretty  well  without  the  forceps.  One 
nonogenarian  we  know,  who  practised  for  fifty  years  in  a  coontry 
town  without  owning  a  pair,  and  without  ever  seeing  an  application. 
He  and  his  contemporaries  relied  on  what  a  witty  Frenchman  termed 
"  plenty  of  patience  and  more  lard."  There  seems,  however,  to  be 
but  little  doubt  that  every  successive  generation  is  marked  by  a 
perceptible  increase  in  the  number  of  instrumental  deliveries.  This 
fact  has  been  attributed  both  to  a  more  extended  knowledge  and 
to  the  construction  of  better  instruments;  but,  while  admitting  the 
influence  of  these  causes,  we  believe  that  a  greater  one  underlies 
them.  In  our  opinion  Dr.  J.  G.  Richardson  has  ofiTered  the  best 
solution — on  the  ground  that  every  addition  to  our  stock  of  knowl- 
edge is  antagonistic  to  that  great  law  of  nature,  the  survival  of  the 
fittest  and  the  extinction  of  the  unfit*  In  the  animal  kingdom  sym- 
metry is  preserved  and  strength  hoarded  up  by  the  survival  of  the 
strongest.  In  man  this  same  law  would,  in  a  measure,  bold  good 
did  not  art  and  science  tend  to  restrain  its  operation. 

So  original  are  the  views  of  this  gentleman,  and  so  intelligently 
expressed,  that  we  cannot.do  better  than  to  quote  them  in  extenso. 
In  an  introductory  lecture  to  the  course  on  pathological  anatomy 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia  Medical  Times^ 
Oct.  2,  1871,  p.  3),  he  uses  the  following  suggestive  language : — 

^^  Consider  for  a  moment  how  medical  science  has  helped  to  change 
the  oiiginal  process  of  childbirth,  which,  you  know,  among  animals 
or  savage  women,  is  easy  and  relatively  painless.  Without  physi- 
cians, a  mother,  savage  or  brute,  whose  pelvis  varied  much  in  the 
direction  of  unusual  narrowness,  would  either  bear  still-born  in- 
fants, and  so  fail  to  perpetuate  her  deformity,  or  (what  would  yet 
more  eflSciently  accomplish  nature's  purpose  of  extinguishing  the 
unfit  variety)  would  herself  perish  in  the  pangs  of  travaiL  In  civi- 
lized countries,  however,  by  the  aid  of  the  forceps,  premature  labor 
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and  cesarean  section,  progeny  of  snch  unsuitable  rootliers  has  for 
generations  been  saved  alive,  and  sent  forth  into  the  world  to  marry 
and  to  procreate  sons  and  daughters,  who  in  their  turn  transmit 
this  pain-producing  idiosyncrasy,  until  at  the  present  day  multi- 
tudes of  American  and  European  families  are  infected  with  a 
hereditary  tendency  to  narrowing  of  the  pelvic  straits,  and  the 
consequent  fearful  aggravation  of  parturient  suffering." 

Cephalotripgy, — Owing  to  very  recent  ingenuity  the  operation  of 
cephalotripsy  offers  so  many  advantages  that  it  bids  fair,  in  badly 
contracted  pelves,  to  take  the  place  of  every  other  method  of  de- 
livery. By  that  of  craniotomy,  hours  are  spent  in  breaking  up 
and  in  removing  bit  by  bit  the  vault  of  the  cranium,  before  the 
operator  can  reach  the  hard  base  where  the  chief  obs^truction  lies. 
It  is  related  of  Dr.  Hamilton,  that  after  perforating  a  head  one 
evening,  he  began  at  half-past  nine  o'clock  on,  the  next  morning  to 
break  up  the  arch  of  the  cranium.  '*  At  half-past  two  in  the  after- 
noon the  woman  was  delivered,  but  the  doctor  was  literally  obliged, 
from  exhaustion,  to  be  carried  home  in  a  sedan-chair."  Thanks  to 
the  cephalotribe,  the  sheer  manual  labor  of  the  operator  is  greatly 
lessened^  and  such  a  history  as  the  above  is  not  likely  to  be  re- 
peated. 

In  craniotomy,  not  only  must  every  fragment  of  bone  be  twisted  off, 
but  the  abrupt  removal  of  each  is  very  likely  to  wound  the  mother's 
tissues,  or  the  hand  which  attempts  to  guard  them.  Again :  in  the 
final  extraction  by  either  the  crotchet,  cranioclast  or  the  craniotomy 
forceps,  not  only  is  the  mother's  pelvis  made  the  compressing  agent, 
but,  unless  the  presentation  is  changed  to  that  of  the  chin,  the  liead- 
globe  is  dragged  down,  not  by  Its  centre,  but  by  one  edge  of  its 
bony  shell :  to  use  a  homely  illustration,  it  is  like  pulling  open  a 
tight  bureau-drawer  by  one  of  its  knobs  instead  of  by  both.  Finally, 
the  whole  process  of  delivery  by  this  method  is  a  very  long  and 
tedious  one.  Adverting  to  this  operation,  the  late  lamented  Dr. 
Hugh  L.  Hodge  uses  the  following  strong  language:  "The  head, 
more  or  less  diminished  in  size,  was  forcibly  dragged  through  the 
contracted  pelvic  passages.  Hence  all  further  compression  was 
effected,  not  by  the  instruments  employed,  but  by  the  walls  of  the 
pelvis;  the  lamentable  consequences  of  compression  thus  made  are 
well  known.  Wounds,  lacerations,  contusions  of  uterus,  vagina, 
and  bladder  and  other\  tissues,  followed  by  bloody  infiltrations,  in- 
flammation, abscesses,  gangrene,  etc.,  too  often  with  a  fatal  result, 
constitute  the  real  dangers  of  craniotomy ;  hence  the  important 
principle  of  directly  and  efiSciently  compressing  the  cranium  is  one 
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of  the  great  improvements  of  modern  obstetric  science.  We  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  grateful  to  M.  Baudelocque  neveu^  for  first  carrying 
out  this  principle  by  means  of  his  *  hrise4tte^^  or  cephalotribe,  as 
described  by  him  in  1832." 

On  the  other  hand,  by  one  and  the  same  movement  of  the  blades, 
repeated  on  poles  of  different  axes  of  the  perforated  head^lobe, 
the  cephalotribe  squeezes  out  the  brain,  harmlessly  crushes  the 
vault,  and  so  cants  the  hard  base  of  the  skull  as  to  make  it  pre- 
sent edgewise.  Yery  few  bone-spicula  need  to  be  removed,  for 
they  are  covered  by  the  scalp.  Thus,  the  dangers  to  the  mother's 
tissues  are  greatly  lessened,  and  the  time  required  for  the  operation 
is  wonderfully  shortened.  Being  also  a  very  efficient  tractor — in 
fact,  a  compressing  extractor — this  instrument  draws  down  equally 
both  sides  of  the  crushed  shell,  greatly  diminishes  the  pressure 
upon  the  mother's  tissues,  and  saves  the  soil  parts  from  the  risks 
attending  the  use  of  those  instruments  which  do  not  slip  off^  but 
break  away  from  their  hold.  Among  the  numerous  models  of  the 
cephalotribe,  we  deem  that  of  Braxton  Hicks's  to  be  the  best.  An 
experience  with  it  in  several  bad  cases  of  deformity  leads  ns  to  re- 
commend it  warmly.  But  no  higher  praise  of  it  can  be  given  than 
the  fact  that,  in  the  hands  of  R.  Barnes,  and  of  its  inventor,  it  has 
been  the  means  of  successfully  delivering  two  women,  each  with  a 
pelvis  whose  conjugate  diameter  was  not  over  an  inch  and  a  half. 

To  the  members  of  this  Association,  of  whom  so  many  were  the 
pupils  of  the  late  Dr.  Hugh  L.  Hodge,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting 
to  know  the  high  estimate  he  put  upon  the  value  of  the  cephalo- 
tribe. His  last  finished  literary  work  was  a  letter  to  the  ObsUiri- 
cal  Society  of  Philadelphia^  from  which  we  have  given  the  above 
extract,  urging  a  recognition  of  the  claims  of  this  instrument 
(American  Journal  of  Obstetrics^  May,  18t3,  p.  110).  The  last 
days  of  this  great  and  good  man  were  in  fact  spent  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  an  elaborate  paper  on  this  subject.  When  conscious  of  the 
hopelessness  of  his  recovery,  he,  a  few  hours  before  his  death,  ex- 
acted from  his  son  a  promise  to  complete  this  paper  and  to  present 
it  to  the  above-named  society. 

Bibliography. — Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  Dec  18tO,  p.  491  j 
British  Medical  Journal,  Oct.  1870,  pp.  358  and  425 ;  Dublin  Quar- 
terly Journal,  Nov.  1870,  p.  330  ;  London  Obstetrical  Transactions, 
voL  viii.,  p.  276  ;  and  vol.  xi.,  p.  191 ;  Transactions  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Obstetrical  Society,  vol.  i.,  pp.  1,  36,  66,  and  115;  vol.  ii., 
pp.  155  and  406;  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  March  1, 1873,  p. 
237. 
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Csesarean  Section  in  the  United  States. — An  admirable  statisti- 
cal paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Robert  P.  Harris  before  the  Obstetrical 
Society  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  Caesarean  operation  in  this  country 
(American  Journal  of  Obstetrics^  Nov.  1871,  p.  409;  Feb.  1872,  p. 
622).  It  followed,  as  a  complement,  another  paper  of  great  merit 
on  the  "  Deformities  of  the  Pelvis,  their  Origin  and  their  Typical 
Character"  (Ibid.^  Nov.  1871,  p.  440).  By  painstaking  research, 
and  by  an  extensive  correspondence,  he  collected  the  histories  of 
60  cases  of  Csesarean  section  performed  by  our  own  countrymen. 
Of  these  28  were  fatal  to  the  mother,  and  33  to  the  child ;  wKlle,  of 
106  cases  occurring  in  Great  Britain,  88  proved  fatal  to  the  mother, 
and  46  to  the  child.  Of  16  women  operated  upon,  in  this  country, 
during  the  first  day  of  labor,  10  recovered,  and  14  children  were 
delivered  alive. 

From  a  careful  analysis  of  these  cases,  the  conclusion  to  which 
the  author  arrives  is  that  ^^  promptness  of  decision  and  action  are 
all  important,  if  success  is  to  be  secured  as  a  result  of  gastro- 
hysterotomy.  As  soon  as  the  deformity  of  the  pelvis,  or  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  obstacle  to  delivery,  can  be  ascertained,  it  should 
be  determined  whether  craniotomy,  cranioclasm,  or  the  Csesarean 
operation  should  be  resorted  to ;  and  if  the  last,  it  ought  to  be  per- 
formed as  early  in  the  labor  as  possible,  and  for  these  reasons, 
viz.:—  • 

^^  1st.  Prolonged  muscular  action  not  only  reduces  the  strength 
of  the  patient,  but  favors  hemorrhage  from  the  uterine  incision,  and 
from  the  utero-placental  sinuses,  by  the  induction  of  muscular  inertia, 
and  consequently  by  the  failure  of  prompt  contraction  after  the  re- 
moval of  the  fcetus. 

"  2d.  General  exhaustion  favors  the  production  of  a  fatal  result 
from  shock,  peritonitis,  and  septicsemia. 

"  3d.  The  results  of  those  operations  which  have  been  properly 
performed  in  the  dnited  States  show  that  where  no  attempt  at 
forcible  delivery  has  been  made,  and  the  section  has  been  com- 
pleted within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  commencement  of  labor, 
gastro-hysterotomy  is  by  no  means  as  dangerous  an  operation  as 
the  general  statistics  would  indicate. 

"  4th.  Experience  teaches  that  where  muscular  exhaustion  of  the 
uterus  has  not  been  permitted  to  occur,  the  organ  will  usually  con- 
tract firmly  and  permanently,  thereby  shortening  the  uterine  in- 
cision to  about  two  inches,  and  rendering  a  resort  to  the  use  of 
sutures  in  it  seldom  necessary,  except  for  the  arrest  of  hemorrhage 
where  large  vessels  have  been  opened. 

'^  5th.  Two  prominent  causes  of  peritonitis,  viz.,  the  escape  of 
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the  lochia,  and  effasion  of  blood  into  the  abdominal  cayity,  are 
generally  avoided  by  an  early  operation,  as  the  nterine  incision 
does  not  gape  open,  as  in  eases  where  muscular  exhaustion  has 
taken  place." 

Craniotomy  and  Gwsarean  Section  in  Small  Pelves. — Dr.  John 
S.  Parry  read  before  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  Philadelphia  a  very 
able  and  suggestive  paper  on  '^  The  comparative  merits  of  crani- 
otomy and  the  Gaesarean  section  in  pelves  with  a  conjugate  diameter 
of  two  and  a  half  inches  or  less"  (American  Journal  of  Obstetrics^ 
Feb.  1873).  Both  this  paper  and  those  of  Dr.  Harris,  on  which  it 
is  based,  merit  a  careful  study,  and  a  more  extended  notice  than 
we  can  give. 

Atler  giving  in  detail  the  history  of  a  successful  case  of  embry- 
otomy by  the  crotchet  and  cranioclast,  in  a  colored  dwarf  whose 
pelvis  measured  one  inch  and  a  half  in  the  conjugate  diameter,  the 
author  discusses  the  comparative  merits,  in  badly  deformed  pelves, 
of  craniotomy  and  cephalotripsy,  and  inclines  to  the  former  ope- 
ration. Having  collected  seventy  cases  of  craniotomy  in  pelves 
with  a  conjugate  diameter  of  two  and  a  half  inches  or  less,  he  shows 
that  61.43  per  cent,  recovered  and  38.57  per  cent.  died.  By  com- 
paring these  data  with  those  of  the  American  cases  of  Gsesarean 
section  tabulated  by  Dr.  R.  P.  Harris,  he  proves  a  recovery  of  ten 
per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  Gaesarean  section,  when  it  is  properly  per- 
formed and  before  the  woman  is  exhausted.  In  conclusion  the 
author  sums  up  by  the  following  propositions : — 

^^  Ist.  If  gestation  has  advanced  to  the  full  term,  and  the  con- 
jugate diameter  of  the  superior  strait  be  two  inches  and  a  half, 
craniotomy  affords  the  mother  no  better  chance  for  recovery  than 
Gaesarean  section ;  and  that,  if  the  diameter  be  two  inches  or  less, 
exclusive  of  the  soft  parts,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  accoucheur  to  per- 
form gastro-hysterotomy  rather  than  craniotomy. 

^^  2d.  The  recorded  histories  of  cephalotripsy  in  such  cases  afford 
no  evidence  that  it  can  compete  with  the  Gaesarean  section  in  safety, 
while  French  and  German  experience  seem  to  show  that  cranio- 
clasm  is  both  more  safe  and  more  efficient. 

^^3d.  English  accoucheurs,  who  are  the  firmest  supporters  of 
cephalotripsy,  have  not  recorded  a  sufficient  number  of  facts  to 
controvert  this  position." 

The  Delivery  of  the  Placenta  by  Supra-Puhic  Pressure.^ 
Judging  from  our  own  experience  and  from  the  number  of  lauda- 
tory papers  on  this  subject,  Credo's  method  of  delivering  the  pla- 
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ccDta,  or  some  slight  modification  of  it,  bids  fair  to  take  the  place 
of  every  other.  The  plan  which  we  adopt  is  as  follows :  At  the 
maximum  of  the  firs^  uterine  contraction  after  the  birth  of  the 
child,  the  fundus  of  the  womb  is  grasped,  through  the  abdominal 
wall,  between  the  thumb  in  front  and  the  fingers  behind.  It  is  then 
to  be  both  forcibly  squeezed  and  at  the  same  time  pressed  down- 
ward and  backward.  By  means  of  this  uterine  expression  the 
placenta  and  membranes  are  usually  at  once  detached  and  extruded. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  they  will  suddenly  pop  out  of  the  vulva,  just 
as  the  stone  escapes  when  a  cherry  is  compressed  between  the 
finger  and  thumb.  Occasionally  it  will  require  two  or  more  pains 
to  effect  this ;  but  the  sooner  this  plan  is  resorted  to  after  the  birth 
of  the  child,  the  more  easy  in  execution  will  it  be.  Those  who, 
like  ourselves,  practise  this  method,  contend  that  it  offers  many 
advantages  over  any  other.  The  risk  of  communicating  any  puer- 
peral disease  is  lessened.  The  expulsion  of  the  placenta  and  mem- 
branes by  a  vt8  d  tergo  is  more  likely  to  be  complete,  than  by 
traction  on  the  cord.  The  cord  cannot  be  broken,  as  no  traction  is 
made  on  it.  Adherent  placenta  is  less  frequently  met  with.  The 
introduction  of  the  hand  into  the  womb  is  avoided,  and  so  also,  as 
a  consequence,  is  the  ingress  of  air.  Finally,  the  tonic  and  energetic 
contraction  of  the  womb,  following  this  manoeuvre,  prevents  the 
occurrence  of  hemorrhage  or  of  unruly  afterpains. 

Bibliography, — American  Journal  of  Obstetrics,  Aug.  1871,  p. 
334;  Transactions  of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society  for  1871  ; 
Schroeder's  Obstetrics,  1872 ;  Med.  Correspondenz-Blatt.,  10,  1873; 
Lo  Sperimentale,  April,  1873. 

Version, — In  neglected  cases  or  in  those  of  rigid  contraction  of 
the  womb  preventing  version.  Dr.  Milne  recommends  (Lancet^  Oct. 
15th,  1870,  and  Aug.  1872,  p.  195)  a  draught  containing  one  grain 
of  tartar  emetic  and  twenty-five  minims  of  the  tincture  of  lobelia 
inflata,  followed  in  twenty  minutes  by  ansesthesia.  Under  analo- 
gous circumstances  Carl  Brauu  of  Vienna  employs  a  hypodermic 
injection,  of  from  one-sixth  to  one-quarter  of  a  grain  of  morphia. 
This  he  introduces  under  the  skin  in  the  linea  alba  below  the  um- 
bilicus (Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter^  Oct.  1871,  p.  342).  Fol- 
lowing Ramsbotham's  advice.  Dr.  Milne  recommends  in  version 
the  use  of  the  left  hand — the  woman's  position  on  the  left  side 
being  unchanged.  The  reasons  he  assigns  are  as  follows:  The 
left  hand  of  a  right-handed  person  is  the  smaller  one ;  it  adapts 
itself  more  readily  to  the  curve  of  the  obstetric  canal,  when  the 
woman  lies  on  her  left  side ;  and,  finally,  that  the  more  powerful 
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band — ^viz.,  the  right  one — remains  free  to  render  assistance  through 
the  walls  of  the  abdomen.  Having  repeatedly  used  this  method  of 
version,  your  reporter  can  heaitily  indorse  a^  the  advantages  that 
Dr.  Milne  claims  for  it. 

With  regard  to  version  in  contracted  pelves — while  the  qu^tion 
yet  remains  an  open  one — we  think  that  its  adherents  are  steadily 
gaining  ground  in  those  countries  in  which  the  non-compressing 
forceps  is  in  vogue.  After  careful  consideration  of  the  subject,  it 
seems  to  us,  that  in  practice,  the  question  hinges  very  much  upon 
the  kind  of  forceps  used,  and  upon  the  degree  of  manual  dexterity 
which  the  physician  possesses.  He  who  knows  how  to  use  a  com- 
pressing forceps  such  as  Hodge's — ^by  applying  them  to  the  sides 
of  the  child's  head,  or  as  near  to  them  as  possible— will  mould 
a  head,  and  safely  draw  it  through  a  brim  so  contracted  as  to  defy 
any  amount  of  traction  with  a  non-compressing  instrument.  Again : 
he  who  is  habituall}*^  unlucky  with  his  ordinary  breech-cases  would 
do  well  to  trast  to  his  forceps  rather  than  to  version.  Further: 
the  amount  of  traction-power  exerted  by  the  forceps  is  far  greater 
than  that  which  can  be  sustained  by  the  neck  of  the  child.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  is  no  doubt  that  when  a  delivery  can  be  effected 
by  version,  the  operation  will,  as  a  rule,  be  shorter  in  duration,  than 
that  by  the  forceps.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  stated  that, 
when  the  forceps  ai*e  judiciously  applied,  the  process  of  moulding 
the  head  may  safely  go  on  for  one  hour  or  more  (we  have  known 
one  instance  of  four  hours) ;  whereas  no  moulding  can  take  place 
after  version  ;  for,  unless  the  after-coming  head  is  delivered  within 
five  minutes,  death  from  asphyxia  is  very  likely  to  happen. 

Lacerations  of  the  Perineum, — In  the  treatment  of  lacerations  of 
the  perineum,  the  utility  of  the  immediate  closure  of  the  wound  is 
becoming  more  and  more  appreciated  by  the  profession.  The  loss 
of  every  fibre  of  muscle  in  the  perineum  entails  a  corresponding  loss 
of  power  in  the  floor  of  the  pelvis,  and  a  consequent  impairment  of 
support  to  the  reproductive  organs.  The  sustaining  power  of  the 
vaginal  column  depends  upon  the  integrity  of  its  perineal  abut- 
ments. It  is  the  tonicity  of  the  vaginal  walls,  and  the  pelvic  con- 
nections of  the  womb  that  mainly  keep  that  organ  in  place.  These, 
in  a  case  of  torn  perineum,  may  not  at  once  yield,  but  will  sooner 
or  later ;  for  air  gains  access  to  the  womb,  irritating  and  congesting 
it  to  such  a  degree  that  it  will  ultimately  prolapse  from  an  acquired 
hypertroph}'.  Unless,  therefore,  the  laceration  is  simply  cutaneous 
or  very  slight  indeed,  it  should  not  be  left  to  nature.  Further :  it  is 
far  more  rational  to  take  advantage  of  the  necessary  confinement  in 
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bed  after  delivery,  and  to  close  tbe  wound  at  once  while  its  edges  are 
fresh  and  the  maternal  soft  parts  are  comparatively  numb  and  in- 
sensible, than  to  postpone  the  operation  to  a  time  when  the  woman 
shall  be  nursing,  when  the  cicatrized  parts  shall  demand  quite  a 
formidable  operation  for  their  denudation,  and  when  a  special  con- 
finement in  bed  for  two  or  three  weeks  will  be  needed. 

Our  own  method  is,  immediately  after  the  delivery  of  the  pla- 
centa, to  pass  deeply  two  or  more  wire  sutures,  securing  each  one 
by  merely  twisting  its  ends  together.  In  bad  rents,  the  first 
stitch  is  entered  half  an  inch  below  the  lower  angle  of  the  wound. 
When  the  sphincter  ani  is  torn,  the  cutaneous  points  of  entrance 
and  of  exit  of  the  needle  should  then  be  on  a  level  with  the  lower 
margin  of  the  anal  orifice.  This  purses  up  the  tissues  from  below 
upwards  and  secures  complete  coaptation.  Enough  opium  must 
be  daily  given  to  keep  the.  bowels  bound  for  a  week. 

On  the  eighth  day,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Agnew,  tea- 
spoonful  doses  of  castor  oil  are  given  every  four  hours  until  an  in- 
clination to  go  to  stool  is  urgent ;  when  an  injection  is  given  to 
liquefy  the  contents  of  the  lower  bowel.  In  severe  lacerations  the 
woman's  knees  must  be  kept  bound  for  a  week,  and  her  urine 
drawn  off  for  three  or  four  days.  On  the  third  or  fourth  day — but 
not  earlier,  lest  the  process  of  immediate  union  should  be  inter- 
rupted— ^vaginal  injections  of  weak  solutions  of  carbolic  acid  or  of 
the  permanganate  of  potassa  are  made  twice  in  the  twenty-four 
hoars.  Our  own  rule,  with  regard  to  the  sutures,  is  to  remove 
each  one  as  fast  as  it  becomes  loose  without  reference  to  any  special 
time.  This  method  of  treatment  both  in  the  immediate  operation, 
and  in  the  secondary  operation  after  the  cicatrized  parts  *are  de- 
nuded, we  can  warmly  recommend,  as  we  cannot  recall  a  case  in 
which  we  failed  to  secure  a  very  good  union  of  the  parts.  It 
should,  however,  be  stated,  that  in  secondary  operations,  we  always 
use  superficial  sutures  between  the  deep  ones,  and  clamp  the  latter 
with  shot,  following  essentially  the  plan  laid  down  by  Dr.  Agnew. 

From  our  own  experience  and  fVom  what  we  have  seen  of  the 
practice  of  others,  we  have  long  been  convinced  that  the  forceps  is 
the  common  carise  of  most  of  the  severe  lacerations  of  the  perineum. 
Even  in  comparatively  easy  cases,  an  instrumental  delivery  of  the 
head  will  often  occasion  an  unseen  rent  in  the  mucous  surface  of 
the  vagina,  which  the  passage  of  the  shoulders  extends  through  the 
perineum.  In  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  Jan- 
uary 18T1,  p.  71,  we  used  the  following  language:  "  Delivery  by 
the  forceps,  even  in  skilful  hands,  will  often  produce  laceration ; 
for  the  head  is  liable  to  be  brought  down  too  quickly  upon  the 
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unprepared  soft  parts,  and  it  becomes  a  very  nice  point  indeed  to 
determine  the  exact  moment  when  delivery  may  be  ended  with 
impunity.  The  most  cautious  physician  is  liable  to  be  caaght, 
as  it  were,  'on  the  centre.'  He  sees  the  perineum  stretched  oat 
to  a  perilous  thinness,  and  the  fourchette  almost  cracking  under 
the  strain.  In  doubt  whether  the  moment  has  arrived  to  raise  the 
forceps-handles  and  turn  out  the  head,  or  to  depress  them  and  thus 
restrain  its  advance,  he  wavers,  and  in  a  twinkling  the  fibres  part. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  impatient  physician  is  tempted  to  turn  oat 
the  head  before  the  parts  are  sufficiently  dilated.  Finally,  what  is 
still  more  frequent,  hinc  mihi  lachryma^  at  the  last  moment  the  phy- 
sician's courage  fails  him,  and  he  depresses  the  forceps-handles  jast 
as  the  head  has  begun  to  emerge;  a  course  equally  fatal  to  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  perineum."  More  than  two  years  has  elapsed  since 
the  above  was  written,  but  this  enlarged  expeiience  has  served  to 
confirm  us  in  the  opinion  that,  other  things  being  equal,  as  soon  as 
the  perineum  is  well  distended,  the  forceps  should,  as  a  rule,  be  re- 
moved, unless  the  withdrawal  of  the  blades  requires  a  force  which 
might  hasten  the  delivery. 

This  opinion  is,  we  are  glad  to  find,  entertained  by  Prof.  Olshan- 
sen,  who  gives  the  same  advice  that  we  have  given,  and  for  the 
same  reason  {Sammlung  Klinischer  Vortrdge  von  Volkmann^  Na 
44,  1872).  Dr.  T.  Addis  Emmett  also  contends  that  a  bad  lacera- 
tion of  the  perineum  '^  is  the  result  generally  of  instrumental  de- 
livery ;"  whilst  as  early  as  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  Abra- 
ham Titsingh,  of  Amsterdam — acris  homo  et  HHgiosus^  as  Haller 
calls  him — pointed  out  this  tendency  of  the  forceps  to  injure  the 
perineum.  As  an  additional  warning,  we  may  mention  the  fact  that, 
not  very  long  ago,  a  well-known  accoucheur  was  dismissed  from 
his  attendance  upon  an  imperial  family,  because  such  an  injury 
had  happened  to  one  of  its  members,  whom  he  delivered  with  the 
forceps. 

Bibliography, — Emmett,  New  York  Medical  Record,  March  15, 
1872,  p.  121;  Bourgeot,  Revues  des  Sciences  M^dicales,  April,  1873, 
p.  756 ;  Madden,  American  Journal  of  Obstetrics,  May,  1872,  p.  60; 
Revue  M^dicale,  vol.  72,  p.  392 ;  Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  Nov. 
1869;  Ewart,  Indian  Medical  Gazette,  Dec.  2,  1872;  Hodgen,  St 
Louis  Medical  Archives,  June,  1872;  J.  Matthews  Duncan,  Edin- 
burgh  Medical  Journal,  Nov.  1871,  p.  389;  Theophilus  Parvin, 
American  Practitioner,  Feb.  1873,  p.  70;  D.  Hayes  Agnew,  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital  Eleports,  1867,  and  American  Supplement  to 
Obstetrical  Journal  of  Great  Britain,  June  1873,  p.  33 ;  M.  Boeckel, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE    ADDRESS    IN    OBSTBTRI08.  79 

Gazette  de  Joulin,  May,  18t3,  p.  252 ;  Boston  Gynaecological  Jour- 
nal, May,  IStl,  p.  266. 

Puerperal  Eclampsia. — By  its  property  of  diminishing  the 
tension  of  the  bloodvessels,  and  by  thus  relieving  the  intra-cerebral 
pressure,  the  nitrite  of  amyl  bids  fair  to  prove  a  valuable  addition 
to  our  means  for  treating  puerperal  eclampsia.  Dr.  W.  F.  Jcnks 
{Philadelphia  Medical  Times^  August  1,  1872,  p.  404)  reports  a 
case  in  which,  after  two  violent  convulsions,  he,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  administered  by  inhalation  two  or  three  drops 
of  this  agent,  '^  when  the  premonitory  twitchings,  the  contracted 
pupils,  and  the  convergent  strabismus  announced  the  return  of  a 
seizure.  The  effect  was  magical :  the  muscles  relaxed,  the  strabis- 
mus disappeared,  the  face  flushed,  and  the  patient  remained  quiet 
for  a  longer  or  shorter  time."  Its  use  is,  however,  apparently 
attended  by  a  partial  paralysis  of  involuntary  muscular  fibre,  for 
in  the  reported  case  a  profuse  post-partum  hemorrhage  took  place, 
calling  for  a  utenne  injection  of  a  weak  solution  of  the  subsulphate 
of  iron.  This  tendency  to  post-partum  hemorrhage  we  have,  how- 
ever, repeatedly  seen  in  eclampsia.  In  another  case,  treated  by 
the  same  gentleman  {American  Supplement  to  the  Obstetrical  Jour- 
nal of  Great  Britain^  April,  1873,  p.  3),  he  hesitated,  on  account 
of  this  property,  to  resort  to  the  nitrite  of  amyl.  He  was,  however, 
successful  by  bleeding  and  by  drastic  cathartics. 

The  treatment  of  puerperal  eclampsia  still  remains  unsettled. 
The  profession  is  divided  into  those  who  deem  this  disease  to  be 
caused  by  serous  apoplexy,  and  those  who  attribute  it  to  ursemic 
poisoning  or  to  nervous  exhaustion — into  those,  consequently,  who 
bleed  and  those  who  do  not.  The  latter  have,  hitherto,  had  the 
large  majority';  but  the  signs  of  a  reaction  are  manifest.  There  is, 
evidently,  a  growing  tendency  first  to  lessen  provisionally  the  in- 
travascular pressure  by  an  early  and  full  bleeding,  before  resort- 
ing to  anaesthesia,  narcotics,  and  the  drastic  cathartics.  Upon  the 
great  value  of  the  hydrate  of  chloral  in  controlling  the  convulsive 
attacks  we  forbear  to  enlarge.  This  agent  has  so  generally  re- 
ceived the  encomiums  of  the  profession  that  it  is  needless  for  us 
to  do  more  than  to  advert  to  its  use,  and  we,  therefore,  subjoin  but 
one  reference  {Lancet^  April  12,  JL873).  With  this  remedy  we  like  to 
combine  the  bromide  of  potassium  in  full  doses.  In  the  treatment 
of  this  disease  it  often  becomes  a  very  nice  point  to  determine 
whether  or  not  labor  should  be  either  induced  or  urged  on.  To 
decide  this  grave  question  your  reporter  would  diffidently  suggest 
the  following  broad  rules  of  guidance:    If  the  convulsions  are 
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uncontrollable  or  the  woman  is  near  to  term,  if  the  os  has  began  to 
dilate,  or  the  face  is  oddematous  and  the  urine  loaded  with  albumen, 
then,  as  the  case  may  be,  either  induce  labor  or  hasten  it  od. 
Should  these  conditions  not  be  present,  the  indication  will  be  to 
avoid  exciting  the  uterus  to  premature  action.  Either  in  inducing 
a  premature  labor  or  in  hastening  on  a  labor  already  begun,  yoar 
reporter  has  found  nothing  better  than  the  hydrostatic  bags  of  Dr. 
Barnes — the  patient  being  kept  profoundly  anaesthetized. 

Bibliography. — Fordyce  Barker,  New  York  Medical  Journal, 
January,  18tl,  p.  1 ;  B.  W.  Richardson,  London  Practitioner, 
November,  1868,  p.  274;  W.  F.  Jenks,  Philadelphia  Medical  Times, 
May  1,  1871,  p.  285;  A.  W.  Tupper,  Transactions  of  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Society,  1872,  p.  216;  Joseph  Carson,  American 
Journal  of  the  Medicfd  Sciences,  vol.  Ixi.  1870,  p.  433;  A.  B.  Steele, 
Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  August  24, 1872;  E.  Montgomery,  St 
Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  September,  1872;  R.  Barnes, 
Lancet,  April  and  May,  1873,  pp.  516,  619. 

Post-Mortem  Parturitioru — Many  cases  of  spontaneous  po8^ 
mortem  delivery  have  been  collected.  Among  these  your  reporter 
wishes  here  to  include  a  case  which  was  noticed  by  the  press  a£ter 
the  explosion  of  the  steamer  Westfield's  boiler,  July  31,  1871. 
One  of  the  passengers,  quite  uninjured.  Jumped  overboard  through 
fright,  and  was  drowned.  '  Although  only  a  few  minutes  had  elapsed 
before  the  body  was  recovered,  a  half-bom  infant  was  found  pro- 
truding from  the  vulva.  From  a  careful  examination  of  forty-four 
cases.  Dr.  Jas.  H.  Aveling  has  deduced  the  following  conclasions: 
^^  1.  Expulsion  of  the  contents  of  the  uterus  may  take  place  after 
death  without  the  aid  of  art;  2.  This  may  occur  in  cases  in  which 
no  symptom  of  natural  parturition  can  be  discovered  before  deatii; 
3.  Many  of  the  manoeuvres  and  accidents  of  a  natural  labor  may 
occur  in  post-mortem  parturition ;  such,  for  example,  as  expulsion 
of  the  placenta,  spontaneous  evolution  of  the  foetus,  and  the 
prolapse,  inversion,  and  rupture  of  the  uterus;  4.  Expulsion  of 
the  uterine  contents,  and  accidents  which  accompany  labor,  may 
be  caused  after  death,  either  by  the  contracting  power  which  per- 
sists in  the  uterus  after  the  death  of  the  rest  of  the  body,  or  by  the 
pressure  exerted  upon  the  uterus  by  the  gases  of  decomposition 
which  are  pent  up  in  the  abdomen ;  5.  Of  these  causes,  the  latter 
is  the  most  frequent ;  6.  After  the  death  of  its  mother,  a  child 
may  continue  to  live  in  the  uterus  for  many  hours ;  7.  After  the 
death  of  a  woman  undelivered,  no  time  should  be  lost  in  removing 
the  foetus." 
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From  the  Westfield  case,  and  from  some  others  enumerated  in 
the  journals  and  given  below — ^in  the  bibliography — we  should  sug- 
gest the  condition  of  asphyxia  in  articulo  mortis  as  another  factor 
in  the  production  of  post-mortem  delivery.  Blood  charged  with  an 
excess  of  carbonic  acid  is,  as  Marshall  Hall  and  Brown-S^quard 
have  long  ago  pointed  out,  a  direct  stimulant  to  muscular  contrac- 
tion. Hence  it  is,  that  uterine  action  is  usually  started  up  by 
eclamptic  fits.  Further:  by  numerous  experiments  upon  pregnant 
rabbits,  Drs.  Aser  and  Schlesinger  (Philadelphia  Medical  TimeSj 
August  1,  1872,  p.  416)  have  shown  that  violent  tetanic  contrac- 
tions of  the  uterus  will  be  excited  whenever  the  blood  circulating 
in  the  brain  is  made  largely  venous.  This  change  in  the  character 
of  the  blood  was  eflfected,  either  directly  by  stopping  the  respira- 
tion, or  indirectly,  by  the  stagnation  induced  by  tying  the  main 
arteries  of  the  neck.  So  keenly,  indeed,  does  the  uterus  itself 
resent  the  presence  of  venous  blood,  that  tetanic  contractions  of 
that  organ  were  invariably  produced,  when  the  aorta  was  com- 
pressed. By  these  experiments  the  cause  of  the  arrest  of  post- 
partum hemorrhages,  by  means  of  the  compression  of  the  aorta,  is 
made  susceptible  of  a  wider  interpretation  than  the  commonly 
accepted  one  of  mechanical  action. 

Bibliography, — Dr.  James  H.  Aveling,  London  Obstetrical  Trans- 
actions, vol.  xiv.  1873,  p.  240 ;  Dr.  Darby,  Dublin  Journal,  Septem- 
ber, 1872 ;  Drs.  Swayne  and  Lanigan,  Medical  Press  and  Circular, 
April  3,  1872  ;  M.  P^nard,  Annal.  d'Hygi^ne  Publique  et  M^decine 
L^ale,  January,  1873;  Dr.  R.  F.  Hutchinson,  Indian  Medical 
Gazette,  June,  1872 ;  Dr.  Rogers,  Medical  News  and  Library,  April, 
1873,  p.  58. 

Placenta  Prssvia, — In  a  case  of  central  implantation  of  the  pla- 
centa over  the  os  uteri.  Dr.  W.  0.  Baldwin  {Richmond  and  Louis- 
ville Medical  Journal,  April,  1872)  dilated  the  os  with  Barnes's 
dilators,  and  arrested  the  hemorrhage  by  injecting  ice-water  under 
the  placenta  while  the  fingers  were  peeling  it  from  the  womb. 
Both  mother  and  child  did  well.  An  analogous  case  was  success- 
fully treated  by  D^.  John  Wallace  (Edinburgh  Medical  Journal^ 
November,  1872),  by  a  solution  of  one  part  of  the  strong  liquor 
feni  perchloridi  to  three  of  water.  He  applied  it  through  the  os 
uteri  directly  to  the  ruptured  utero-placental  vessels.  The  means 
employed  were  pledgets  of  cotton-wool,  with  a  withdrawing  thread 
attached,  which  were  renewed  at  intervals  of  several  hours.  The 
astringency  of  the  preparation  both  shrivels  up  the  uterine  Bfid 
placental  vessels,  and  also  plugs  them  up  by  firm  and  elongated 
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clots.  In  a  case  reported  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Obstetrical 
Society  of  Philadelphia  {American  Journal  of  Obsfetftcs^  1871,  p. 
183),  Dr.  Wm.  L.  Knight  attained  the  same  end  by  throwing  npon 
and  under  the  placenta  a  solution  of  the  sub-sulphate  of  iron.  Dr. 
Wallace  also  proposes  the  diagnosis  of  this  faulty  position  of  the 
placenta  by  combined  abdominal  and  vaginal  stethoscopy. 

In  order  to  save  the  woman  from  repeated  hemorrhages,  and 
from  the  dangers  arising  from  the  slow  dilatation  of  the  cervix 
during  a  natural  labor,  and  in  order  also  to  have  the  physician  at 
hand  by  the  bedside  of  his  patient,  Drs.  T.  G.  Thomas  (American 
Journal  of  Obstetrics,  1869,  p.  1)  and  W.  S.  Playfair  (British 
Medical  Journal,  May,  1872,  p.  463)  advise  the  induction  of  labor 
in  cases  of  placenta  prsevia. 

Post-Partum  Hemorrhage. — Before  the  London  Obstetrical  So- 
ciety (Obstetrical  Journalof  Great  Britain,  April,  1873,  p.  43),  Dr. 
Hey  wood  Smith  related  a  case  of  secondary  hemorrhage,  in  which 
a  fatal  peritonitis  had  been  apparently  set  up  by  repeated  intra- 
uterine injections  of  the  liquor  ferri  perchloridi.  The  solutions 
used  were  of  increasing  strength,  the  first  one  being  in  the  propor- 
tion of  one  part  to  eight  of  water,  the  last  one  being  two  drachms 
of  the  strong  solution.  From  the  post-mortem  appearances  it  was 
evident  that  the  sinuses  had  taken  up  the  iron  and  carried  it  into 
the  veins.  The  lesson  he  deduced  was,  that  however  suitable  a 
remedy  this  may  be  in  primary  hemorrhage,  it  is  not  so  in  second- 
ary. For,  after  the  process  of  involution  and  absorption  had 
begun,  it  would  be  unwise  to  inject  any  substance  which  by  absorp- 
tion might  prove  deleterious. 

In  the  discussion  that  ensued,  almost  all  the  speakers  concurred 
in  assigning  great  value  to  this  powerful  styptic,  the  use  of  which 
was  revived  by  Dr.  Barnes  in  1869  (British  Medical  Journal,  1869, 
vol.  i.  pp.  327,  388,  504 ;  vol.  ii.  p.  102).  Several  members,  how- 
ever, testified  to  seeing  death  follow  its  use ;  but  whether  in  any 
way  from  the  action  of  the  iron  was  uncertain,  for  flooding  predis- 
poses to  septicsemia.  Drs.  Hicks,  Phillips,  Playfair,  and  Holman 
had  never  seen  any  bad  results  whatever,  although  they  had  fre- 
quently used  this  remedy  both  in  primary  and  secondary  hemo^ 
rhages.  They  generally  resorted  to  a  more  or  less  diluted  solution; 
but,  in  cases  of  emergency,  had  used  the  strong  solution  when 
weaker  ones  had  failed.  Dr.  Sell  said  that  his  experience  regard- 
ing the  use  of  the  perchloride  was  obtained  at  the  University  of 
Vienna,  where  from  7000  to  9000  deliveries  annually  take  place. 
A  weak  solution  of  one  drachm  to  the  pint  of  water  is  always  used 
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after  ergot  and  injections  of  cold  water  have  failed.     From  this 
treatment  be  had  never  seen  any  bad  results. 

In  the  May  number  of  the  same  journal  (p.  89),  Dr.  W.  S.  Play- 
fair    reports  a  case  of  flooding  in  which,  after  ice  had  failed,  he 
saved  the  life  of  his  patient  by  injecting  into  the  womb  the  strong 
solution  of  iron.    Soon  after  she  became  very  ill  from  absorption 
of  septic  matter  induced  by  the  decomposition  of  the  hard  clots 
retained  in  the  womb.    As,  upon  their  removal,  she  began  to  mend, 
be  recommends,  when  constitutional  symptoms  follow  the  use  of 
this  remedy,  to  break  up  these  clots  with  the  finger,  and  to  wash 
out  the  womb  by  disinfectant  injections.    Both  of  these  papers  are 
very  sharply  criticized  by  M.  Joulin  {Gazette  de  Joulin^  April,  1873, 
pp.  117  and  196),  who  objects  to  the  deductions  of  the  writers,  and 
to  the  use  of  the  intra-uterine  injection  of  iron.     He  believes  that 
the  ordinary  methods  of  treatment  in  vogue  are  quite  sufficient  to 
arrest  post-partum  hemorrhages,  and  yet  he  suggests  the  use  of 
galvanism  in'  desperate  cases.    But  the  battery  is  never*  at  hand 
when  most  needed,  and  it  can  therefore  be  used  in  hospitals  only, 
and  not  in  private  practice. 

In  two  cases  only  of  post-partum  hemorrhage  have  we  used  the 
perchloride  of  iron.  In  each  a  solution  of  one  part  to  seven  of 
water  proved  very  efficacious.  Several  of  our  friends  have  resorted, 
with  the  happiest  results,  to  the  liquor  ferri  subsulphatis  diluted 
with  from  four  to  eight  parts  of  water.  Since  adopting  the  rule  of 
invariably  giving  a  teaspoonful  of  the  fluid  extract  of  ergot  as  soon 
as  the  head  is  bom,  and  since  practising  the  delivery  of  the  placenta 
by  uterine  expression,  we  have  met  with  very  few  cases  of  flooding, 
and  not  one  that  did  not  yield  to  kneading  or  to  the  introduction 
into  the  uterine  cavity  of  a  smooth  lump  of  ice. 

The  injection  of  a  solution  of  one  part'of  the  tincture  of  iodine 
to  two  of  water  is  lauded  as  a  haemostatic  by  several  French  writers 
{L^  Union  Midicale^  December,  1872,  p.  976,  and  also  in  Archives 
of  Scientific  and  Practical  Medicine^  March,  1873,  p.  290).  It  has 
the  great  merit  of  not  forming  tenacious  clots. 

When  these  or  other  measures  fail,  the  subcutaneous  injection  of 
from  four  to  six  grains  of  ergotin,  or  of  from  twenty  minims  to  a 
hypodermic  syringeful  of  the  fluid  extract  of  ergot,  has  been  found 
to  act  most  promptly  (Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter^  September, 
1871,  p.  296  ;  Dublin  Medical  Journal^  April  and  June,  1872,  pp. 
344,  346,  538 ;  Transactions  of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society^ 
1870,  p.  37 ;  Gazette  de  Joulin^  March  15, 1873,  p.  168 ;  Northwestern 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  May,  1873,  p.  424). 
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Extra-uterine  FcetaHon, — Some  light  has,  we  believe,  been  thrown 
upon  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy.  In 
a  discussion  before  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  FhUadelphta  (Amerir 
can  Journal  of  Obstetrics^  May,  1872,  p.  165),  the  following  faeU 
were  shown  :  1.  The  very  striking  resemblance  of  the  fluctuatiiig 
tumor  in  the  recto-vaginal  pouch  to  a  retroversion  of  the  gravid 
womb,  so  striking  that  many  of  the  members  present  stated  that 
they  had  attempted,  in  the  cases  they  had  seen,  a  reposition  of  the 
presumedly  displaced  organ.  2.  That  a  decidual  cast  of  the  always 
enlarged  womb  is  invariably  formed,  and,  when  expelled  entire,  is 
often  mistaken  for  the  blighted  ovum  of  an  abortion.  3.  That  par- 
oxysms of  pelvic  pain,  resembling  those  of  pelvic  peritonitis,  are  a 
common  accompaniment  of  this  error  of  conception.  4.  That  in 
cases  of  ventral  foetation  the  beat  of  the  foetal  heart  will  be  much 
louder  and  more  distinct  than  in  natural  pregnancies.  We  would 
especially  call  attention  to  the  first  diagnostic  sign,  that  of  resem- 
blance to*  a  retroversion  of  the  gravid  womb,  as  one  which  should  in 
itself  create  a  suspicion  of  this  error  loci.  The  taking  of  the  one 
for  the  other  is  a  trip  in  diagnosis  which  has  been  made  bj 
numerous  observers,  by  such  men  as  Carl  Braun  {GincinnaH  Clinic^ 
18T2,  p.  105),  Robert  Barnes  (St.  Thomases  Hospital  Reports^  vol. 
1,  p.  367,  case  8),  and  J.  Hall  Davis  {London  Obstetrical  Transac- 
tions^ vol.  12, 1871,  p-  832). 

With  regard  to  the  treatment:  in-  the  above-named  discussion, 
Dr.  J.  G.  Allen  related  the  history  of  two  cases,  in  which  he  had 
successfully  destroyed  the  life  of  the  ovum  by  the  galvanic  current. 
'^  One  pole  of  an  ordinary  electro-magnetic  machine  was  passed 
throjigh  a  common  glass  speculum,  and  applied  to  the  vaginal 
portion  of  the  tumor,  behind  the  neck  of  the  uterus.  The  other 
pole  was  placed  upon  and  over  the  tumor,  where  it  could  now  be  fdt 
in  the  abdomen  ...  A  moderately  strong  current  was  applied  every 
three  days  for  a  period  of  two  weeks.  On  the  third  application  a  very 
powerful  current  was  turned  on."  In  each  case  the  tumor  first  ceased 
to  grow  and  then  gradually  diminished.  Professor  Burci,  of  Pisa 
{Bulletin  General  de  Therapeutique^  1872,  p,  276),  also  reports  a 
successful  case,  in  which  the  destruction  of  the  ovum  followed  one 
application  of  electro-puncture  to  the  sac.  The  tumor  gradually 
diminished  in  size  until  it  reached  that  of  an  egg,  when  it  remained 
stationary.  An  incision  through  the  vagina  into  the  cyst  was 
unsuccessfully  resorted  to  by  Dr.  Lawson  Tait  (BriHsh  Medical 
Journal^  August,  1872,  p.  258). 

In  these  cases.  Dr.  Alfred  Meadows  (Lancet^  November  23, 1872) 
advocates  a  more  frequent  i*esort  to  gastrotomy  in  order  to  antici- 
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pate,  and  so  to  avert,  the  almost  inevitable  fatal  rupture  of  the 
cyst.  Both  the  cyst  and  the  placenta  should  be  left  in  situ;  special 
care  being  taken  not  to  detach  any  portion  of  the  latter.  They  will 
either  break  down  and  be  discharged  externally ;  or  else  undergo 
the  slow  but  sure  process  of  atrophy  and  absorption.  In  a  work 
upon  the  same  subject  {Dee  Grossesses  Extra-uterines^  Paris,  1872, 
quoted  by  the  Half-Yearly  Abstract^  January,  1873,  p.  230),  M.  T. 
Keller  advocates,  in  the  first  half  of  the  pregnancy,  the  induction  of 
internal  abortion  by  puncturing  the  ovum  or  by  injecting  poisonous 
sabstances.  Each  of  these  plans  has  been  successfully  employed 
by  Dr.  Greenhalgh,  who  tapped  with  a  fine  trocar  and  injected  a 
solution  of  morphia  {Medical  Times  and  Gazette^  January  6,  18T2, 
p.  24).  When,  as  in  cases  of  ventral  foetation,  the  term  of  preg* 
nancy  is  reached  with  a  living  child,  or  is  passed,  the  child  being 
dead,  M.  Keller  insists  upon  gastrotomy — in  the  one  to  save  mother 
and  child  ;  in  the  other  to  save  the  mother. 

Two  cases  of  gastrotomy  for  extra-uterine  pregnancy,  of  which 
one  was  successful,  although  rupture  of  the  cyst  had  taken  place,  are 
reported  in  the  Obstetrical  Journal  of  Great  Britain^  June,  18T3, 
pp.  192,  194. 

An  extra-uterine  pregnancy  almost  always  occurs  in  a  multipara 
of  mature  age,  but  Mr.  Lawson  Tait,  out  of  three  cases  that  he  had 
seen,  reports  two  in  primiparae  {Medical  Times  and  Gazette^  May 
24, 18T3,  p.  561). 

In  Gyncecology  the  past  year  has  been  fruitful  of  much  that  is 
noteworthy. 

Fibroid  Tumors  of  the  Womb — The  therapeutic  treatment  of 
fibroid  tumors  of  the  womb  has  of  late  excited  a  great  deal  of  at- 
tention. Very  recently  M.  Gu^niot  {Medical  Times  and  Gazette^ 
March  23,  1872,  p.  350)  has  proposed  their  absorption  by  such 
agents  as  tend  to  produce  fatty  transfonnation  of  tissue.  Accord- 
ing to  Claude  Bernard,  these  steatogenetic  substances  are  lead, 
arsenic,  and  phosphorus.  In  a  prize  essay  (  Transactions  American 
Medical  Association^  1872,  p.  652),  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Percy  shows  that 
phosphorus  especially  produces  oily  degeneration  which  ''  destroys 
structure,  disintegrates  cells,  and,  as  a  consequence,  vital  action  is 
gradually  but  surely  lost."  Could  the  action  of  this  drug  be  limited 
to  the  uterine  region,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  absorption  of 
these  growths  would  result.  But,  unfortunately,  its  action,  being 
diffased  over  the  whole  body,  would  tend  to  cause  the  same  process 
of  disintegration  to  take  place  in  vital  organs. 
VOL.  X.  7 
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A  more  feasible  and  rational  method  of  treatment  is  proposed  hj 
Prof.  Hildebraudt,  of  Eonigsbnrg  (Half- Yearly  Abstr act,  J a,nn9Lrj^ 
1873,  p.  248,  from  Berliner  Klinische  Wochenschri/tj  June  17, 
18T2),  which  bids  fair  to  prove  of  great  value.  He  reports  that  be 
has  successfully  treated  niQe.9a^es  of  fibroid  tumors  of  the  ntems 
by  daily  injections  of  the  aqiieous  extract  of  ergot  under  the  skin 
around  the  umbilicus.  By  this  treatment  one  fibroid,  reaching 
above  the  navel,  entirely  disappeared.  Another,  which  so  filled  the 
entire  abdominal  cavity  as  to  press  upon  the  false  ribs,  was  much 
reduced  in  size.  In  the  other  cases  the  tumors  were  greatly  dimin- 
ished  in  volume ;  and  in  each  one  all  the  alarming  symptoms — such 
as  menorrhagia,  metrorrhagia,  leucorrhoea,  and  uterine  colics — dis- 
appeared. The  duration  of  the  treatment  was  from  two  to  four 
months.  In  one  case  only  did  the  toxic  effects  of  the  ergot  compel 
a  discontinuance  of  the  treatment.  For  these  injections  Prof.  H. 
uses  an  ordinary  hypodermic  syringeful  of  a  solution  containing  3 
parts  of  ergotin  to  7.5  parts  each  of  glycerin  and  water.  The  mode 
of  action  of  ergotin  in  these  cases  is,  probably,  its  property  of 
contracting  the  uterine  walls,  whereby  the  nutrition  of  the  tumor  is 
interfered  with.  It  is,  therefore,  very  questionable  whether  any 
but  mural  and  submucoid  tumors  can  be  acted  upon. 

With  regard  to  this  kind  of  treatment  a  number  of  physicians 
have  reported  very  favorably.  At  a  meeting  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  held  January  15th,  1873  (American 
Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences^  Jwlji  1873,  pp.  131,  138),  Drs.  W. 
Y.  Keating  and  John  Ashhurst  reported  cases  in  which  large  fib- 
roids had  rapidly  diminished  in  size  by  one-third  and  one-half  after 
sixteen  injections  made  in  nearly  as  many  days.  One  of  these 
cases  was  seen  by  your  reporter,  who  can  bear  witness  to  the  rapid 
diminution  of  the  tumor,  and  to  the  very  marked  improvement  in 
the  health  of  the  patient.  Dr.  Keating  used  a  hypodermic  syringe- 
ful, or  about  twenty  drops,  of  the  following  solution  :  K.  Ergotine 
gr.  xlv ;  glycerinse,  aquae  destil.,  aa  ntcv.  Dr.  Ashhurst  employed 
the  ofi9cinal  fiuid  extract  of  ergot  diluted  according  to  the  following 
formula:  B.  Ext.  ergotse  fiuid.  fSiss;  glycerinae  f 5j ;  aquae  f3ij* 
Of  this  twenty  minims,  containing  nearly  seven  minims  of  the  fiuid 
extract,  were  used  at  each  injection.  In  each  case  the  injections 
were  made  once  daily,  except  when  omitted  from  some  special 
reason,  and  the  point  chosen  for  puncture  was  the  sub-umbilical 
region.  Abscesses  were  in  each  case  avoided  by  making  the  in- 
jections as  deep  as  possible,  the  nozzle  of  the  syringe  being  car- 
ried fairly  down  to  the  level  of  the  muscular  parietes.  A  success- 
ful case  is  likewise  reported  by  Dr.  Wm.  C.  Wey,  who,  in  a  very 
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impressible  lady,  bad  to  abandon  the  hypodermic  injections  for  vagi- 
nal and  rectal  suppositories  containing  eighty  drops  of  the  watery 
extract  of  ergot.  Dr.  B.  F.  Sherman  also  has  treated  a  uterine 
fibroid  by  hypodermic  injections,  to  the  great  improvement  of  all 
the  symptoms.  He  used  Squibb's  extract,  diluted  with  glycerine 
(American  Practitioner^  May,  18T3,  pp.  284,  285).  Another  suc- 
cessful case  is  reported  by  Dr.  C.  D.  Palmer  {Clinic^  April  19, 1873, 
p.  183),  and  still  another  by  Mr.  John  Clay  {Lancet^  May  10,  1873, 
p.  663),  in  which,  after  one  hundred  hypodermic  injections,  which 
were  suspended  during  three  menstrual  periods,  the  tumor  very 
sensibly  diminished  and  the  patient  became  ^'surprisingly  im- 
proved." A  concentrated  solution  of  ergot  was  used,  three  minims 
of  which-  were  equal  to  four  grains  of  ergot,  ancl  this  quantity  was 
daily  injected  in  the  hypogastric  region.  These  injections  caused 
at  first  great  pain  and  redness  of  the  skin  ;  but  after  a  few  days 
were  well  tolerated.  Headache  and  severe  pain  in  the  back  evinced 
the  constitutional  action  of  the  ergot. 

Erom  what  we  have  gleaned  from  the  various  reports,  and  from 
our  own  personal  observation,  we  are  led  to  conclude  that  Prof. 
Hildebrandt's  solution  is  open  to  the  objection  of  forming  abscesses, 
giving  great  pain,  and  discoloring  the  skin  at  the  seat  of  puncture. 
A  further  objection  to  it  lies  in  the  fact  that  there  is  no  standard 
preparation  of  ergotin  which  is  at  all  trustworthy.  We  should, 
therefore,  recommend  as  a  substitute  either  Mr.  Clay's  concentrated 
solution  as  given  above,  or  the  officinal  fluid  extract  of  ergot — say 
from  ten  to  fifteen  minims  diluted  with  enough *of  water  to  fill  the 
hypodermic  syringe.  If  this  cannot  be  borne,  we  should  advise  a 
rectal  suppository,  containing  the  equivalent  of  one  or  two  fiui- 
drachuM  of  the  same  preparation,  which  can  be  made  by  inspissating 
the  fluid  extract  by  very  moderate  heat.  Dr.  Pordyce  Barker  pre- 
fers an  enema  of  two  drachms  of  Squibb's  fluid  extract  with  an 
ounce  of  thin  starch  {New  York  Medical  Record^  March  1,1873, 
p.  118).' 

>  Since  the  above  was  written  we  have  received  the  following  note,  which 
gives  farther  information  on  the  subject  of  ergot  :-^ 

'*  The  hypodermic  solntion  of  ergot  of  Dr.  Squibb,  as  I  make  it,  is  an  aqueous 
liquid  of  double  the  strength  of  the  fluid  extract  made  by  the  cold  process. 

'*One  hundred  drops  of  the  solution  measure  one  fluidrachm,  which  is 
equivalent  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  grains  of  ergot. 

"  The  fluid  extract  itself  is  inadmissible  for  hypodermic  use,  on  account  of 
the  presence  of  a  small  proportion  of  alcohol  and  acetic  acid,  whereby  the  lia- 
bility to  produce  abscesses  is  greatly  increased. 

'*  A  very  reliable  ergotin  is  made  from  Dr.  Squibb's  fluid  extract,  by  cautiously 
evaporating  it  at  a  very  low  temperature.   It  is  about  six  times  stronger,  weight 
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In  cases  of  uterine  fibroids  not  amenable  to  such  a  treatment 
there  is  a  growing  tendency  to  enucleate  them.  Dr.  T.  G.  Thomas 
(American  Journal  of  ObstetricSy  1872,  pp.  104,  4T4,  and  1873,  p. 
688)  reports  six  saccessful  cases  of  enucleation  by  forcible  traction 
and  powerful  supra-pubic  expression,  after  the  division  of  the  cap- 
sule. He  has  not  lost  any  patient  after  the  operation ;  bat  two 
died  from  the  effects  of  the  preparatory  treatment,  viz.,  dilatation 
of  the  cervical  canal  by  sponge-tents.  Dr.  Whitefield  also  reports 
a  case  treated  successfully  by  a  crucial  incision  of  the  capsule  and 
by  avulsion  of  the  fibroid  from  its  bed  (Edinburgh  Medical  Journal^ 
Feb.  1870,  p.  697).  In  a  series  of  clinical  lectures  on  fibroid  tumors 
of  the  womb  (Philadelphia  Medical  Timea^  May  and  June,  1872) 
we  used  the  following  language  :  ^'  More  in  accordance  with  nature 
and  less  rude  does  the  expectant  plan  of  enucleation  seem  to  me— 
viz.,  after  the  incision  of  the  capsule,  to  depend  for  the  further 
extrusion  of  the  fibroid  upon  the  expulsive  property  of  ergot,  and 
upon  repeated  attempts  with  the  finger  at  enucleation — resorting  to 
avulsion  only  after  the  lapse  of  weeks  or  even  months."  In  cor- 
roboration of  this  opinion  we  are  now  able  to  state  that  Dr.  J.  H. 
Williams  (Journal  of  the  Oyneecological  Society  of  Boston^  Nov. 
1872,  p.  347)  reports  a  successful  case  of  enucleation  produced  bj 
the  action  of  ergot  after  the  division  of  the  capsule.  Dr.  White- 
field  (Glasgow  Medical  Journal^  May,  1872,  p.  321)  reports  one, 
and  Dr.  W.  R.  Jordan  two  successful  cases.  The  latter  cut  into  the 
most  dependent  portion  of  the  tumor  by  an  incision  two  inches 
long  and  half  an  inch  deep,  prolonging  it  by  the  scissors  through 
the  cervix,  the  enucleation  being  effected  by  large  doses  of  ergot 
(Lancet,  March,  1873,  p.  442). 

For  very  large  mural  tumors,  M.  Pean  (Gazette  des  HdpUaux^ 
November  and  December,  1871)  has  successfhlly  removed  the  womb, 
or  the  greater  portion  of  it,  together  with  its  appendages.  He  has 
also  twice  removed  the  whole  uterus  for  fibro-cystic  tumor,  and  in 
each  case  was  rewarded  by  the  recovery  of  his  patient  (American 
Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  October,  1872,  p.  568).  After  a 
mortality  of  12  out  of  20  cases,  M.  Demarquay  (British  Medical 
Journal,  January  4,  1873)  rejects  the  operation  of  gastrotomy  for 
the  removal  of  fibro-cystic  tumors. 

for  weight,  tban  the  flnid  extract,  and  can  be  nsed  in  pilnlar  form,  or  incorpo- 
rated with  cacao  batter  into  a  sappository  containing  ten  grains  of  the  extract 
of  ergotin.  Very  reapectfully, 

JOSEPH  P.  REMINQTON, 

13th  and  Walnut. 
"  Philadelphu,  6th  mo.  9th,  1873." 
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Cancer  of  the  Uterus. — The  subject  of  uterine  carcinomata  has, 
during  the  past  year,  received  unusual  attention.  Drs.  Paul  Jtf  unde 
(^American  Journal  of  Obstetrics^  August,  1872,  p.  309),  A.  Wilt- 
shire and  A.  R.  Simpson  {British  Medical  Journal^  vol.  11.,  1872 
pp.  214,  437,  and  489)  report  extremely  interesting  cases  of  re- 
covery, or  of  prolonged  reprieve  from  death,  by  scraping  away 
the  cancerous  mass  with  sharply  edged  curettes  and  scoop^.  To 
Prof.  G.  Simon,  of  Heidelberg,  is  due  the  credit  of  devising  this 
treatment,  one  which  is  undoubtedly  the  best  whenever  the  can- 
cerous deposits  have  invaded  tissues  so  deeply  as  to  be  beyond  the 
control  of  caustics,  or  beyond  the  reach  of  the  knife,  or  of  the 
^Ivano-cautery.  The  hemorrhage  attending  this  operation  is  free 
until  healthy  structures  are  reached ;  but  the  pain  and  risk  are 
very  trifling  indeed.  A  tampon  of  the  perchloride,  or  of  the  sub- 
sulphate  of  iron,  may  afterwards  be  applied ;  to  be  followed  in  a 
few  days  by  vaginal  injections  of  the  chlorate  of  potash.  When- 
ever the  disease  is  beyond  operative  interference,  Dr.  A.  Wiltshire 
stays  the  hemorrhage,  and  corrects  the  fetor,  by  a  tampon  of 
cotton-wool  dipped  into  a  solution  of  one  dracbm  of  chromic  acid 
crystals  to  two  ounces  of  water.  The  same  end  can  be  attained 
by  vaginal  injections  of  one  draehm  of  the  acid  to  ten  or  twenty 
ounces  of  water. 

In  a  very  valuable  contribution.  Dr.  J.  Byrne  {Medical  Record^ 
1872,  pp.  529  and  553)  reports  several  cases  of  malignant  disease 
of  the  cervix  cured  by  the  galvano-cautery.  He  first  slowly  bums 
through  the  mucous  coat  with  the  heated  loop,  and  then  by,  at  the 
same  time,  making  firm  traction  on  the  cervix  with  a  volsella,  burns 
ofif  a  cone-shaped  piece.  By  this  manoeuvre,  and  also  by  the  use  of 
curved  knives  heated  by  the  battery,  he  claims  to  be  able  to  remove 
the  diseased  portion  of  the  cervix. 

In  an  essay  read  before  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
Dr.  Alexander  Milne  related  his  experience  in  the  treatment  of ^ 
uterine  cancers  by  ergot  and  escharotics.  He  had  cured  two  cases 
of  cauliflower  excrescence,  and  in  three  medullary  ones  had  at  least 
retarded  the  disease,  and  mitigated  the  severity  of  the  symptoms. 
The  ergot  he  gives  by  the  mouth,  for  a  protracted  time,  with  a 
view  to  lessen  the  congestion  of  the  womb,  and  to  diminish  the 
afflux  of  blood  to  the  morbid  mass.  As  regards  the  escharotic 
treatment,  he  first  applies,  for  several  days  in  succession,  the  dried 
sulphate  of  zinc  freely  through  a  cylindrical  speculum  to  the  cervix 
and  each  time  plugs  the'vagina  with  cotton-wool,  whose  uterine  end 
is  simply  tipped  with  a  little  olive  oil.  When  the  slotigh  comes 
away,  and  a  healthy-looking  sore  results,  the  substance  of  the  cer- 
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vix  is  injected  at  several  points  by  a  long  hypodermic  syringe,  witk 
a  sati^rated  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  copper.  This  is  done  in  order 
to  attack  any  morbid  cells  lying  beyond  the  sore  from  which  the 
slough  has  separated  {Edinburgh  Medical  Journal^  May,  1873,  p. 
1043). 

Dr.  Burow,  of  Konigsberg,  claims  to  have  cured  cancer  by  the 
contiguous  application  of  the  chlorate  of  potassa  {Lancet^  April  13, 
1873,  p.  525).  He  sprinkles  the  sore  with  the  chlorate,  and  then 
covers  the  whole  by  a  wet  compress.  As  the  crystals  exert  a  more 
powerful  action  than  the  powder,  he  first  uses  the  latter,  and  re- 
places it  by  the  crystals  when  sensibility  has  abated.  Dr.  Borow 
does  not  report  any  cases  of  uterine  cancer  thus  treated ;  but  your 
reporter  sees  no  reason  why  the  chlorate  of  potassa  should  not  be 
applied  as  well  to  the  cervix  uteri  as  to  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Ovar%otom\f, — The  past  year  has  been  signalized  by  the  almost 
simultaneous  appearance  of  three  valuable  works  upon  the  diagnosis, 
or  the  treatment,  of  ovarian  tumors.  The  first  one  comes  from  the 
pen  of  that  distinguished  member  of  this  association — Dr.  Wash- 
ington  L.  Atlee.  Its  scope  is  limited  to  the  diagnosis  of  these 
tumors,  but  it  is  to  be  followed  by  a  second  volume  on  their  radical 
treatment.  The  next  one,  by  Dr.  E.  R.  Peaslee,  is  a  treatise  on  the 
whole  subject.  The  third  is  by  T.  Spencer  Wells,  who  gives  to  the 
profession  the  results  of  his  unrivalled  experience.  No  member  of 
the  profession  who  operates  or  expects  to  operate  for  cystic  dis- 
ease of  the  ovaries — no  one,  indeed,  who  wishes  to  keep  abreast  of 
the  times,  can  afford  to  be  without  these  three  works.  While  these 
masterly  treatises  show  some  differences  of  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  minor  details  of  the  operation,  they  yet  agree  in  recommending 
the  extra-peritoneal  treatment  of  the  pedicle.  They  also  show  that 
success  depends  more  upon  the  skill  and  boldness  of  the  operator 
than  upon  any  given  method  of  treatment. 

Artificial  Dilatation  of  the  Anus  and  Bectum, — For  diagnostic, 
as  well  as  for  operative,  purposes.  Prof.  G.  Simon,  of  Heidelbei^ 
{American  Journal  of  Obstetrics,  February,  1873,  p.  568),  recom- 
mends the  artificial  dilatation  of  the  anus  and  rectum  in  adults,  so 
as  to  admit  the  four  fingers,  or  even  the  whole  hand,  if  it  is  not 
too  large.  Anresthesia  is  used,  and  the  patient  put  in  an  exagge- 
rated Utliotomy  position,  the  thighs  being  strongly  fiexed  upon  the 
body.  Usually,  slow  dilatation  is  alone  necessary ;  but  sometimes 
an  entrance  can  be  gained  only  by  nicking  the  sharp  cutaneous 
border  of  the  anus.    Occasionally,  Prof.  S«  has  been  obliged  to  cat 
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through  both  sphincters  posteriorly,  before  his  hand  could  enter. 
TVhen  the  hand  has  passed  into  the  sacral  portion  of  the  rectum, 
*'  we  can  then,"  he  remarks, "  introduce  tbree,  and  even  four,  fingers 
still  further  up,  and  a  small  distance  into  the  sigmoid  flexure,  and 
reach  above  the  umbilicus  without  in  the  least  injuring  the  intes- 
tines, or  the  peritoneum ;  and,  the  upper  portion  of  the  rectum 
and  the  sigmoid  flexure  being  extremely  movable,  can  palpate  the 
"whole  abdomen  as  far  as  the  lower  edge  of  the  kidney."  If  the 
sphincter  is  so  dilatable  as  to  allow  the  passage  of  the  hand  with 
or  without  the  superficial  incisions  of  the  cutaneous  margin,  no 
disturbance  in  its  functions  is  produced.  If,  however,  the  sphincter 
is  divided,  fecal  incontinence  will  last  ui^til  the  wound  heals,  that 
is,  for  ten  or  twelve  days. 

By  this  extremely  useful  method,  in  conjunction  with  supra- 
pubic palpation,  the  nature  of  all  tumors  situated  in  the  lower 
two-thirds  of  the  abdomen  can  be  determined.  As  the  fingers  are 
separated  from  the  abdominal  organs  by  the  thin  intestinal  wall 
only,  the  physician  can  intelligently  palpate  the  whole  bladder, 
accurately  and  minutely  examine  the  womb  and  each  ovary,  and 
determine  the  presence  or  absence  of  these  organs.  He  can  decide 
whether  an  ovarian  cyst  is  bound  down  by  extensive  adhesions,  or 
-whether  the  pedicle  is  long  or  short.  He  can  push  up  a  fibroid 
tumor  wedged  firmly  in  the  pelvic  cavity,  redress  an  inverted 
womb,  liberate  a  gravid  womb  from  a  state  of  retroversion,  or  re- 
lease the  lower  bowels  from  the  condition  of  invagination.  In  short 
the  range  of  exploration  thus  gained  offers  to  the  general  surgeon, 
as  well  as  to  the  gynaecologist,  a  marvellous  facility  of  diagnosis, 
and  a  wider  field  for  operative  inteference.  So  impressed  is  your 
reporter  with  the  value  of  Prof.  Simon's  suggestion  that  he  urges 
upon  each  member  of  this  association  a  perusal  of  the  original  paper. 

Perforation  of  the  Walls  of  the  Womb  by  the  Sound.— It  has  at 
last  been  definitely  settled  that  the  uterus  can  be  perforated  by  the 
sound,  not  only  when  roughly  handled — which  will  be  readily  con- 
ceded— but,  under  certain  circumstances,  even  when  great  gentle- 
ness is  used.  It  is  well  to  remember  that  most  of  these  accidents 
occurred  within  the  six  weeks  following  delivery — ^viz.,  at  a  time 
when  the  womb  is  softened  by  the  normal  process  of  fatty  degene- 
ration, or  by  the  after-effects  of  some  puerperal  disease.  In  all, 
the  sound  passed  in  without  any  appreciable  resistance,  to  an  un- 
usual depth,  and  its  tip  was  distinctly  felt  directly  under  the  abdo- 
minal wall.  But  in  none  of  these  reported  cases  did^any  serious 
symptoms  occur. 
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Prof.  Schroeder,  of  Erlangen,  gives  two  such  examples.  Prot 
Martin,  of  Berlin,  had  one  in  a  tuberculous  patient,  whose  womb, 
after  her  death  some  mpnths  later,  exhibited  the  cicatrix  of  the 
perforation  {New  York  Medical  Journal^  JanTlary,  1871,  p.  97,  from 
Berliner  Klinische  Wochenschrift^  Oct.  1870).  Drs.  Hoenning 
(American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences^  Oct.  1870,  p.  571)  and 
Noeggerath  (American  Journal  of  Obstetrics^  Aug.  1871,  p.  329) 
each  report  a  case ;  while  five,  occurring  within  the  month  following 
delivery,  are  given  in  the  Revue  des  Sciences  Medicates^  January, 
1873,  p.  189. 

Uterine  Sound  Penetrating  the  Fallopian  Tubes. — After  much 
discussion  it  is  now  regarded  as  a  determined  fact  that  the  uterine 
sound  will  occasionally  slip  freely  into  a  Fallopian  tube,  and  give 
to  the  physician  the  impression  that  he  has  perforated  the  uterine 
wall.  This  can,  however,  rarely  happen  unless  the  tubes  are  dis- 
tended from  a  catarrhal  inflammation,  and  from  the  consequent 
paralysis  of  their  muscular  walls.  At  a  post-mortem  examination 
of  a  woman,  who  died  after  ovariotomy,  and  whose  womb  had  ap- 
parently measured  seventeen  centimetres.  Prof  Bischoff  (Revue 
des  Sciences  Medicales^  April,  1873,  p.  752)  found  that  the  sound 
had  penetrated  the  left  Fallopian  tube,  'Which  was  funnel-shaped, 
very  much  dilated,  and  lying  in  an  almost  vertical  direction.  Some 
physicians  maintain,  that  by  a  little  coaxing  and  by  directing  the 
tip  of  the  sound  to  one  or  the  other  cornu,  an  entrance  can  be 
effected  at  will.  This  patency  of  the  tubes  in  chronic  cases  of  tubal 
catarrh  explains  the  penetration  of  air  or  of  fluids  from  the  uterus 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and,  consequently,  the  hazard 
attending  the  treatment  of  uterine  disorders  by  intra-uterine  injec- 
tions (British  Medical  Journal^  January  11,  1873,  p.  30). 

Bibliography, — Gazette  M^dicale,  1857,  p.  13  ;  American  Jouma 
of  Obstetrics,  1869,  p.  267, 1871,  p.  329 ;  National  Medical  Journal, 
Aug.  1871,  p.  212;  Boston  Gynaecological  Journal,  April,  1871,  p. 
231 ;  Veit  in  Virchow's  Handbuch  der  Speciellen  Pathologie,  1867 ; 
J.  Matthews  Duncan,  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  1856,  p.  1063. 
In  this  relation  it  may  be  well  to  advert  to  three  cases  observed  by 
Lawson  Tait,  in  which  the  sound  penetrated  a  long  sinus  formed 
by  a  utero-peritoneal  fistula  in  the  fundus  of  the  womb — ^the  result 
of  pelvic  abscess  (Lancet,  Oct.  19,  1872,  p.  557). 

Prolapse  of  the  Womb. — In  two  clinical  lectures  on  prolapse  of 
the  womb  delivered  by  your  reporter  (Philadelphia  Medical  Times, 
1872,  pp.  97,  129, 145,  161, 177  ;  1873,  p.  505),  he  has  divided  this 
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disease  into  three  varieties:  (a)  prolapse  of  the  womb  proper,  viz., 
a  substantial  descent  of  the  womb ;  (6)  prolapse  of  the  cervix  from 
growth  of  its  vaginal  portion ;  (c)  prolapse  of  the  cervix  from  elon- 
gation of  its  supra-vaginal  portion.  In  the  first  variety  there  is 
a  descent  of  the  whole  womb,  and  but  little,  if  any,  increase  in  the 
length  of  the  uterine  cavity.  In  the  other  two,  although  not  essen- 
tial, there  commonly  is  a  greater  or  less  sinking  down  of  the 
fundus,  either  from  the  weight  of  the  cervix  or  from  traction  upon 
it,  aud  there  always  is  an  increased  length  of  the  uterine  cavity. 

The  first  variety  will  be  found  in  old  women  whose  vaginas  have 
become  relaxed  by  the  absorption  of  the  fat-packing  of  the  pelvis. 
In  young  women,  general  uterine  congestion,  perineal  laceration, 
and  the  prolonged  use  of  the  obstetric  binder  are  common  factors 
in  the  production  of  this  kind  of  displacement.  The  obstetric 
binder  is  useful  for  the  first  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours  after 
labor.  For  it  fills  up  the  void  left  by  the  emptying  of  the  womb; 
it  gives  a  grateful  support;  it  hinders  the  occurrence  of  a  con* 
cealed  hemorrhage,  and  presents  a  bar  to  the  ingress  of  air  into  the 
uterine  cavity.  But  when  kept  on  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
the  shape,  by  paralyzing  those  abdominal  muscles  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  strengthen,  it  not  only  defeats  this  object,  but  crowds  th6 
womb  down  into  the  pelvic  cavity,  and,  by  impeding  the  freedom  of 
the  circulation,  impairs  the  process  of  involution.  In  the  treat- 
ment of  this  kind  of  prolapse  there  is  no  better  pessary  than 
Hodge's,  or  Smith's  modification  of  it.  It  acts  physiologically  by 
restoring  the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina.  Whenever  the  relaxa- 
tion of  the  parts  is  great  the  physician  may  be  driven  to  the  ring 
pessary,  but  this  should  be  deemed  a  misfortune,  as  it  does  not 
effect  a  cure;  for  by  dilating  the  vagina  it  tends  to  confirm  the 
cause  of  the  displacement  rather  than  to  remove  it.  When,  as  in 
some  old  women,  the  vagina  is  much  shortened,  and  the  vaginal 
portion  of  the  cervix  has  disappeared.  Cutter's  pessary  answers  an 
admirable  purpose.  When  prolapsed,  a  congested  womb  should 
be  restored  by  a  pessary,  and  also  be  treated  by  scarifications,  the 
hot  douche,  and  the  usual  local  remedies. 

The  second  variety  of  prolapse  is  rare,  at  least  a  very  marked 
degree  of  elongation  is  uncommon.  It  sometimes  results  from  the 
injuries  which  the  cervix  sustains  in  labor,  or  from  irregular  post- 
partum involution.  It  is,  perhaps,  more  commonly  a  congenital 
affection.  One  of  its  modifications,  the  conical  cervix,  is  often  a 
cause  of  dysmenorrhoea  and  sterility.  This  form  of  prolapse  needs 
no  treatment  unless  it  interferes  with  the  comfort  or  the  fecundity 
of  the  woman.      Whenever  the  cervix  is  unduly  long  it  may  be 
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amputated ;  but  the  conical  cervix  rarely  demands  the  knife.  Dila- 
tation by  sponge-tents,  just  before  the  catamenial  flux,  will  usually 
be  followed  by  conception — and  parturition  will  then  complete  tiie 
cure. 

The  third  variety  of  prolapse  is  essentially  a  hernia  of  the 
bladder  and  vagina,  acting  upon  a  tensile  womb.  In  other  words, 
this  condition  is  due  to  a  primary  prolapse  of  the  bladder  and 
vagina,  which,  by  traction  on  the  cervix  of  a  congested  or  a  sub- 
involuted  womb,  draws  out  the  then  ductile  supra-vaginal  portion- 
viz.,  that  portion  which  lies  between  the  uterine  ligaments  above, 
and  the  vesico-vaginal  attachments  below.  By  impeding  the  circu- 
lation of  the  vaginal  portion  it  also  begets  an  eversion  of  the  os 
and  a  circular  hypertrophy  of  its  lips.  In  this  form  of  prolapse, 
the  cervix,  by  eversion,  often  resembles  the  penis  of  a  horse  or  the 
snout  of  a  pig.  Yery  commonly,  from  exposure  to  the  air,  from 
friction,  and  from  the  contact  of  urine,  it  is  the  seat  of  two  or  more 
true  ulcers,  always  excavated,  and  sometimes  covered  by  a  diphthe- 
ritic exudation.  The  fundus  may,  or  may  not,  descend  very 
materially;  and  upon  this  circumstance  will  depend  the  kind  of 
treatment.  The  sound  usually  passes  in  to  a  distance  of  at  least 
five  inches.  Thie  bladder  will  be  found  greatly  prolapsed,  and  the 
vagina  wholly  inverted. 

In  this  form  of  displacement,  pessaries  are  usually  of  no  avail 
whatever.  They  cannot  keep  up  the  prolapsed  cervix  without 
forcibly  bending  the  womb  almost  double,  and  the  pain  is,  therefore, 
unbearable.  Whenever  the  fundus  uteri  has  barely  sagged  down, 
a  radical  cure  ifs  attainable  by  amputating  the  vaginal  portion  of 
the  cervix.  The  suppuration  from  the  open  wound  sets  up  the 
process  of  involution,  and  also  such  alterative  changes  in  the  womb 
as  shall  cause  it,  by  virtue  of  its  own  stays,  to  sustain  the  bladder 
and  vagina  in  situ.  But  if  the  fundus  is  low  down  or  wholly 
extruded,  as  it  sometimes  will  be  when  greatly  retroflexed,  then,  m 
addition  to  the  ablation  of  the  vaginal  cervix,  must  the  vulvo- 
vaginal opening  be  contracted.  This  can  be  done  by  paring  from 
the  labia  and  vagina  a  horse-shoe  strip  of  mucous  membrane  about 
an  inch  wide  and  extending  to  points  a  little  below  the  level  of  the 
meatus  urethras;  and  by  bringing  together  the  raw  surfaces  by  wire 
sutures.  By  combining  these  two  operations  your  reporter  has 
succeeded  in  curing  two  cases  which  every  other  method  had  failed 
even  to  relieve.  The  cure  of  the  prolapse,  in  one  of  these  women, 
was  followed  by  the  prompt  disappearance  of  violent  epileptic  fits, 
which  had,  for  many  years,  greatly  afflicted  her. 
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WHOOPING-COUGH 

AS  A  CAUSE  OF  SPINAL  CARIES. 

By  benjamin  LEE,  A.M.,  M.D., 

OF   FHILADBLPHIA. 


The  fact  that  whooping-cough  is  occasionally  a  direct  cause  of 
inflammatory  and  subsequent  ulcerative  action  in  the  spinal  column 
appears  to  be  entirely  overlooked  by  systematic  writers  on  surgery, 
and  indeed  to  have  escaped  the  notice  of  many  who  have  devoted 
especial  attention  to  the  study  of  affections  of  this  nature. 

This  is  probably  to  be  accounted  for  somewhat  as  follows :  The 
general  practitioner  usually  enters  upon  his  cai*eer  thoroughly  im- 
bued with  the  orthodox  doctrine  that  Pott's  disease  is  of  strumous 
origin,  essentially  consisting  in  a  deposit  of  tubercle  in  the  body  of 
one  or  more  vertebrae.  Hence  he  is  on  the  lookout  for  no  extrinsic 
cause,  and  does  not  feel  the  necessity  of  carefully  examining  the 
past  history  of  the  case.  The  orthopaedist,  on  the  other  hand,  does 
not  sec  the  case  until  deformity  has  taken  place,  many  months 
after  the  reception  of  the  injury  which  has  induced  the  ulcerative 
inflammation,  and  the  child's  parents  will  not  mention  the  fact  of 
the  occurrence,  so  long  before,  of  a  disease  which  they  themselves 
in  no  way  connect  with  its  present  condition.  However  we  may 
explain  it,  the  truth  remains  that  this  connection  of  cause  and 
effect  between  the  above-mentioned  affections  is  not  yet  taught  in 
our  text-books.  Such  being  the  case,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  , 
that  the  family  physician,  having,  in  many  years  of  practice,  numer- 
ous cases  of  the  one,  and  perchance  none  whatever  of  the  other, 
should  fail  to  appreciate  and  recognize  this  sequela  when  it  hap- 
pens to  occur  under  his  immediate  observation.  The  following 
cases  will,  I  trust,  amply  substantiate,  in  the  minds  of  members, 
the  truth  of  the  theory  advanced. 

Case  I. — E.  P.,  native  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  parents  both  living  and 
in  good  health;  aet.  10  years;  is  very  fair,  has  flaxen  hair  and 
blue  eyes.    Has  always  been  rather  a  delicate  child,  but  has  had  no 
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serious  illness  except  diphtheria  at  the  age  of  three  years,  firom 
which  she  recovered  perfectly.  About  a  year  ago,  however,  she  was 
attacked  with  whooping-cough,  from  which  she  suffered  very 
severely.  On  recovery  from  this  attack,  she  was  observed  to  stoop 
much  more  than  had  been  her  habit,  and  soon  afterwards  to  lean 
somewhat  towards  the  left  in  standing  and  walking.  She  was 
brought  to  me  Jan.  29, 1867.  Her  condition  at  that  time  was  as 
follows :  The  spinal  column  deflected  suddenly  to  the  left  from  the 
sixth  dorsal  vertebra,  upwards ;  the  deviation  being  angular  in  its 
character,  but  without  posterior  projection.  There  was  no  second- 
ary or  compensating  curve  above  or  below.  The  spinous  process 
of  the  first  dorsal  vertebra  was  displaced  to  the  right  about  half  an 
inch.  The  supra-scapular  muscles  on  the  right  side  were  much  re- 
laxed, allowing  the  scapula  to  slide  down  the  back  at  least  an  inch 
lower  than  that  of  the  opposite  side,  and  giving  an  appearance  of 
greatly  increased  deformity — causing  an  apparent  projection  of  that 
shoulder,  which  rendered  the  similarity  to  a  lateral  curvature  very 
striking.  The  right  leg  was  a  quarter  of  an  inch  shorter  than  the 
left,  and  the  toes  of  that  foot  were  directed  inwards.  She  was  very 
easily  fatigued.  Her  sleep  was  disturbed,  her  appetite  variable, 
and  her  temper  irritable.  Having  had  occasion,  a  short  time  before, 
to  witness  an  excessive  aggravation  of  a  case  of  already  existing 
spinal  caries,  in  consequence  of  the  intercurrence  of  whooping- 
cough,  and  being  able  to  trace  the  present  incipient  deformity  to 
no  antecedent  injury,  I  felt  that  I  was  justified,  in  view  of  the 
sequence  of  the  diseased  conditions  and  symptoms,  in  concluding 
that  the  one  had  been  actually  developed  by  the  other,  and,  but  for  it, 
might  never  have  occurred.  I  applied  a  spinal  splint,  so  adjusted 
as  to  give  support  at  the  point  of  angular  deviation,  and  prescribed 
a  course  of  "  movements"  or  exercises  especially  designed  to  develop 
the  dorsal  muscles  of  the  right  side,  more  particularly  the  levator 
anguli  scapulse  and  the  rhomboidei.  Under  this  mode  of  treatment 
I  was  gratified  to  see  a  steady  and  progressive,  though  not  rapid 
improvement,  which  terminated  in  complete  recovery,  and  m  so 
doing  convinced  me  of  the  accuracy  of  my  diagnosis. 

Case  II. — This  little  patient  was  sent  me  by  Dr.  Wm.  Corson,  of 
Norristown,  Pa.,  on  the  18th  of  May,  1867.  Her  parents  were 
both  in  vigorous  health,  and  gave  no  history  of  family  predisposi- 
tion to  disease  of  a  strumous  nature.  The  child  was  very  tall  of  her 
.  age,  and  had  grown  rapidly  for  the  past  two  years.  She  was  then 
nearly  seven  years  old.  Her  general  health  had  never  been  good. 
She  had  been  subject  to  Ephemeral  febrile  attacks,  and  when  fever- 
ish, was  inclined  to  stupor.    Rather  more  than  a  year  ago  she  was 
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seized  with  whooping-cough.  The  attack  lasted  five  months,  and 
was  of  exceptional  severity.  She  had  not  fairly  recovered  fron>it 
when  her  mother  observed  that  she  did  not  hold  herself  as  erect 
as  formerly,  and  was  awkward  and  stiff  in  her  walk  and  movements. 
About  two  months  ago,  she  discovered  a  slight  projection  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  spine,  which  has  steadily  but  slowly  increased  up 
to  the  present  time.  Her  condition  at  the  time  of  my  first  ex- 
amination was  as  follows:  The  first,  second,  and  third  lumbar 
spines  formed  a  slight  projecting  curvature  posteriorly.  The  three 
vertebrae  immediately  above,  receded  correspondingly.  The  first 
lumbar  vertebra  was  deflected  considerably  to  the  right;  the 
second,  about  as  much  to  the  left ;  while  the  third  was  back  in 
the  right  line  again.  This  curious  deformity  gave  almost  the  effect 
to  the  eye  of  a  dislocation.  Her  appetite  was  small  and  capricious. 
She  slept  well  and  complained  of  no  pain,  but  avoided  all  move- 
ments which  tended  to  produce  concussion  of  the  bodies  of  the 
vertebrse.  She  was  able  to  bend  forward  to  a  limited  extent,  but 
in  doing  so,  did  not  succeed  in  altering  in  the  least  the  curve  of 
the  suspected  portion  of  the  spine. 

In  this  case,  as  in  the  previous  one,  a  purely  mechanical  treatment 
was  soon  followed  by  an  improvement  in  the  general  health  as  well 
as  in  the  direction  of  the  spine,  and  her  growth  has  continued  unin- 
terrupted. As  recently,  however,  as  this  spring,  she  has  shown  a 
tendency  to  droop  one  shoulder  and  to  lean  considerably  to  one 
side,  indicating  a  condition  of  debility  of  the  spinal  muscles  con- 
fined to  one  side,  but  without  rotation  of  the  vertebrce. 

Case  III. — B.  V.,  set.  4  years,  the  son  of  one  of  our  missionary 
bishops  in  the  far  west,  was  brought  to  me  by  his  parents  on  the 
13th  of  December  last.  The  history  was  as  follows :  He  had  enjoyed 
excellent  health  up  to  about  a  year  previous,  when  he  was  seized 
with  whooping-cough.  The  disease  was  extremely  severe,  the  par- 
oxysms of  cough  frequent  and  violent,  and  the  duration  protracted. 
Digestion  was  interfered  with  rather  more  than  usual.  As  he  recov- 
ered from  the  cough  he  evinced  an  unnatural  irritability  of  temper, 
failed  to  regain  a  healthy  appetite,  continued  somewhat  emaciated,- 
was  very  restless  at  night,  and  preserved  a  peculiar  rigid  carriage 
and  gait,  entirely  different  from  his  former  mode  of  progression. 
The  disturbance  of  the  digestive  functions  continued  in  spite  of 
every  effort ;  a  serous  diarrhoea  set  in,  whitsh  before  long  assumed 
the  form  of  lientery,  many  articles  of  food  passing  entirely  undi- 
gested. This  necessitated  a  very  circumscribed  dietary.  To  the 
diarrhoea  were  soon  superadded  excruciating  paroxysms  of  gastral- 
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gia,  especially  resulting  from  sudden  shock  or  fatigue.  The  family 
physician  had  given  the  case  a  very  careful  examination  a  few  weeks 
before  I  saw  it,  and,  owing  to  the  awkwardness  in  the  child's  walk, 
had  looked  at  the  spine  at  the  father's  request,  but  finding  no  tender^ 
ness  upon  pressure  (that  false,  misleading  light  of  our  text-books) 
had  pronounced  the  spine  healthy.  At  the  time  of  my  examination, 
his  manner  of  walking  was  so  characteristic  of  the  initial  stage  of 
spinal  arthrochondritis,  during  which  the  intervertebral  disks  and 
the  articular  surfaces  of  the  vertebrce  are  exquisitely  sensitive  to 
every  sudden  increase  of  pressure  from  the  weight  of  the  superjacent 
trunk  and  head,  and  every  muscle,  which  can  possibly  contribute 
to  maintain  the  spine  rigid  and  distribute  shock,  is  brought  into  an 
almost  tetanic  tension — his  whole  aspect,  I  say,  was  so  characteris- 
tic, that  I  had  but  to  see  him  enter  the  room  to  make  up  my  mind 
as  to  the  nature  of  his  trouble.  On  inspecting  the  spine,  a  slight 
projection  of  the  fourth  dorsal  vertebra  was  noticed,  together  with  a 
bulging  posteriorly  of  the  lower  dorsal  and  upper  lumbar  tract  The 
toes  were  inverted  in  walking.  He  could  walk  but  a  very  short  dis- 
tance without  being  compelled  to  rest.  All  the  general  symptoms 
described  above  existed  in  an  aggravated  degree.  The  nature  of 
the  disease  was  explained  to  the  mother,  who  was  enjoined  to  keep 
him  the  greater  part  of  the  time  on  the  bed,  while  his  instrument  and 
apparatus  were  being  constructed.  No  medication  was  advised.  A 
week  later  he  was  brought  back  to  have  the  splint  applied,  with  a 
report  of  the  most  remarkable  improvement  in  all  his  symptoms  as 
a  result  of  simple  rest  and  the  recumbent  posture.  His  appetite  had 
returned,  the  diarrhoea  had  ceased,  food  was  perfectly  digested,  his 
irritability  of  temper  had  notably  diminished,  he  slept  more  quietly, 
and  his  gastralgia  was  less  intense  and  less  frequent.  No  more 
complete  vindication  of  the  diagnosis  could  have  been  afforded  or 
any  clearer  indication  for  treatment.  The  existence  of  the  inflam« 
matory  action  at  two  different  points  in  the  spine  made  it  extremely 
difficult  to  adjust  an  instrument  satisfactorily,  so  that  suspension 
was  relied  on  to  a  greater  extent  than  usual  in  the  management  of 
•the  case.  Notwithstanding  a  progressive  improvement  in  all  the 
general  symptoms,  a  very  decided  deviation  of  the  spine  to  the  left 
in  the  lumbar  region  has  taken  place.  This  distortion  appears  to 
be  in  part  dependent  upon  a  contraction  of  the  psoas  muscle  on 
that  side,  producing  slight  shortening  of  the  limb  and  obliquity  of 
the  pelvis,  but  there  is  evidently  irregular  muscular  action  in  some 
of  the  dorsal  muscles  as  well. 
Case  IY.  is  that  of  a  little  boy,  three  years  old,  whose  parents 
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are  both  living  and  in  robust  health,  and  who  was  himself  perfectly 
well  up  to  the  early  part  of  the  past  winter,  when  he  was  attacked 
with  whooping-cough.  The  attack  had  not  entirely  passed  off  when 
he  began  to  suffer  from  gastralgic  paroxysms.  These  were  soon 
followed  by  morning  rigidity,  stiffbess  and  awkwardness  of  gait  and 
drooping  of  one  shoulder,  with  every  prospect  of  speedy  deformity. 
Cask  V.  I  saw  by  the  kindness  of  my  friend,  Dr.  Sayre,  of  New 
York,  a  week  since,  at  his  office.  The  little  girl  was  brought  by 
her  mother  to  be  treated  for  clubfoot ;  but  Dr.  Sayre  very  wisely 
refused  to  interfere  in  the  case  in  its  present  condition.  The  parents 
were  both  living  and  healthy.  They  resided  in  Titusville,  in  this 
State,  but,  attracted  by  the  flaming  advertisements  which  are  strewn 
in  profusion  all  over  the  land  by  the  proprietors  of  an  "  institution" 
in  Indianapolis,  they  took  the  child  there,  and  were  furnished  with 
a  brace  which,  never  very  efficient,  was  now  outgrown  and  entirely 
useless,  even  injurious.  She  was  suffering,  when  I  saw  her,  from 
chronic  meningitis  of  both  the  brain  and  the  spinal  cord.  There 
was  almost  complete  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities,  with  want 
of  control  over  the  little  muscular  power  that  still  remained.  The 
feet  were  held  with  considerable  firmness  in  the  position  of  vaso- 
equinus,  but  could  be  brought  into  the  natural  position  by  firm, 
gentle  pressure.  The  movements  of  the  upper  extremities  were 
only  partially  under  control.  There  was  strabismus,  and  speech 
was  very  indistinct.  The  functions  of  the  mind  appeared  to  be 
somewhat  impaired.  There  was  paralysis  of  the  muscles  on  the 
right  side  of  the  neck,  with  contraction  of  the  sterno-cleido-mastoid 
and  others  on  the  left  side,  drawing  the  head  down.  The  child  was 
anaemic  to  a  degree,  bled  at  the  nose  on  the  least  provocation,  and 
appeared  excessively  feeble.  At  about  the  sixth  dorsal  vertebra 
the  spine  began  to  deviate  abruptly  and  at  a  sharp  angle  to  the 
right.  There  was  very  little  prominence  at  this  point,  but  higher 
up  the  scapula  was  forced  out,  giving  much  the  asl)ect  of  a  lateral 
curvature.  Dr.  Sayre  agreed  with  me,  however,  that  there  was  no 
rotation  of  the  vertebrae,  and  it  could  not,  therefore,  be  so  classified. 
The  curve  extended  from  the  mid-dorsal  region,  as  before  stated,  to 
the  base  of  the  skull.  There  was  no  compensating  curve  in  the 
lumbar  region,  another  reason  for  rejecting  the  idea  of  its  being  true 
» lateral  curvature.  The  history  given  by  the  mother  was  briefly, 
that,  having  up  to  that  time  enjoyed  perfect  health,  the  child  was, 
about  two  and  a  half  years  before,  seized  with  whooping-cough,  with 
which  she  was  very  sick.  As  she  began  to  be  relieved  of  the  cough, 
however,  she  began  also  to  complain  of  severe  pain  with  loss  of 
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power  in  the  lower  extremities.  Before  many  months  the  spine  was 
noticeably  deformed,  and  locomotion  difficult.  The  inflammation 
rapidly  extended  from  the  intervertebral  disks  and  bodies  of  the 
vertebrae  to  the  spinal  meninges,  and  later  to  those  of  the  brain. 
The  progress  of  the  curvature  has  been  regular,  and  at  times  rapid, 
the  instrument  which  was  applied  being  intended  for  a  lateral  cur- 
vature,  and  therefore  failing  of  giving  proper  support  or  resistance 
to  the  deforming  action. 

It  cannot  have  escaped  the  notice  of  any  who  have  been  kind 
enough  to  give  their  attention  to  this  somewhat  tedious  detail  of 
cases,  that  there  are  certain  strongly-marked  features  running 
through  all  of  them.  All  present  the  history  of  a  previously 
healthy  child,  or  one  at  least  presenting  no  indications  of  strumous 
diathesis,  and  whose  parents  were  in  good  health,  being  attacked 
with  symptoms  of  spinal  inflammation  shortly  after  an  attack  (un- 
usually severe)  of  whooping-cough.  No  other  cause  could  be  as- 
signed for  the  development  of  the  spinal  aflfection,  in  the  way  of 
external  injury.  The  progress  of  the  case  was  steadily  towards 
deformity,  and  that  deformity  in  every  case,  while  evidently  de- 
pendent upon  inflammatory  ulceration  and  loss  of  substance,  bad  a 
strong  tendency  to  assume  a  lateral  direction.  Although  strictly 
angular  in  its  character,  it  did  not  present  any  very  considerable 
posterior  projection,  some  influence  evidently  being  at  work  to  draw 
the  spine  toward  one  side.  In  two  of  the  instances  this  lateral  de- 
viation was  so  abrupt  as  almost  to  appear  like  a  dislocation.  The 
inference  is  to  my  mind  irresistible  that  there  is  in  these  cases  more 
than  a  coincidence ;  that  we  have  here  a  peculiar  type  of  spinal  de- 
foimity  resulting  from  inflammation  produced  by  the  violent  suo- 
cussion  of  the  intervertebral  disks  from  muscular  contraction  in  tbe 
terrible  spasmodic  cough  of  pertussis,  aided,  it  may  well  be,  by  a 
dyscrasia  resulting  from  the  combined  action  of  the  poison  of  the 
disease  upon  the  blood,  and  the  deterioration  of  that  fluid  in  con- 
sequence of  the  impairment  of  nutrition,  due  to  the  constant  rejec- 
tion of  food  which  is  so  constant  a  feature  of  the  disease. 

Two  practical  lessons  attach  themselves  to  this  view.  The  first, 
the  importance  of  carefully  watching  the  convalescence  of  every 
case  of  whooping-cough,  and  taking  warning  on  the  very  first  appear- 
ance of  any  symptom  indicating  an  implication  of  the  spine.  The 
second,  rather,  perhaps  a  suggestion :  Whether  something  might 
not  be  done  during  the  progress  of  a  severe  case  of  this  disease, 
to  protect  the  spine  from  shock.  We  all  know  how  instinctively 
and  anxiously  the  little  sufferer  seeks  anterior  support  the  moment 
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it  feels  a  paroxysm  of  cough  coming  on.    May  we  not  take  a  hint 
from  this  natural  desire,  and  by  applying  some  simple  form  of  sup- 
port to  the  spine,  at  once  give  relief  to  present  distress,  and  ward 
off  impending  danger  ? 
Philadelphia,  1503  Sprnoe  Street. 

NoTB. — The  tendenoj  to  lateral  complication  of  the  angular  deform! tj  above 
referred  to  is  not  eaej  of  explanation.  Two  aolntions  suggest  themselTes : 
First,  that  one  long  has  become  partially  solidified  by  intercurrent  pneumonia, 
thus  interfering  with  the  play  of  the  intercostals,  and  inducing  rigidity  and 
contraction  of  all  the  muscles  overlying  them  ;  and,  SQCondly,  that,  for  some 
reason  not  understood,  the  expulsive  action  of  the  expiratory  muscles  of  one 
side  has  been  more  powerful  than  of  those  of  the  opposite  side,  thus  producing 
greater  injury  to  the  articulating  surfaces  of  the  vertebrs  upon  that  aide. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  EAR. 

By  LAURENCE  TURNBULL,  M.D., 
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Foreign  bodies  in  aadltorj  canal 

Atpergillas 

Fnruncalar  inflammation 

OtltU  externa,  acnte 
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"           "      chronic 

DnBASBS  OF  IirrBRif Ai.  Bae. 
Inflammation  of  mastoid  cells 

1 

Caries  and  necrosis 

1 

Otitis  interna,  apoplectiform  (serous,  ezndatlre, 
or  Meniere's  disease),  pnrnlent  in  acute  menln- 
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One  hundred  and  eighty-seven  cases  occurred  in  the  private 
practice  of  the  writer,  and  are  given  in  the  table,  with  results  and 
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notes  appended.  For  the  record  of  the  one  hundred  and  foar  from 
Howard  Hospital,  he  is  indebted  to  his  friend,  Dr.  F.  Mathews, 
late  Resident  Physician  in  that  Institution,  from  April  15,  1872, 
to  April  15, 1873.  These,  with  the  six  hundred  reported  to  Penna. 
State  Medical  Society,  at  its  meeting  at  Williamsport,  June,  1871, 
will  make  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one  cases.  In  the  former  re- 
port the  general  causes  of  deafness  were  given,  and  the  treatment 
of  each  class,  with  the  attendant  success  as  they  occurred  in  gene- 
ral practice.  In  the  present  the  results  are  given  in  the  table, 
while  a  few  of  the  more  rare  diseases  of  the  ear  will  be  given. 
First, 

Polypoid  Orowths  extending  to  the  Orifices  of  the  Eustachian 
Tubes,  causing  Deafness. — These  vegetations,  or  abnormal  enlarge- 
ments of  the  follicles  of  the  mucous  membrane,  are  found  on  both 
the  anterior  and  posterior  surfaces  of  the  nares,  vomer,  and  tur- 
binated bones,  extending  to  the  pharyngeal  orifices  of  the  Eusta- 
chian tubes.  The  color  of  these  vegetations  is  a  deep  red  at  the 
base,  shading  off  to  a  lighter  pink,  or  to  a  yellowish  cast  at  the 
apex.  Numerous  instances  have  fallen  under  the  writer's  notice. 
They  are  first  to  be  recognized  by  sudden  deafness,  and  a  nasal 
voice,  with  sniffling.  Upon  looking  at  the  nose,  even  without  a 
bivalved  ear  speculum,  or  mirror,  there  is  found  more  or  less  swelling 
or  puffiness  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  one  side.  In  some  instances 
there  is  so  much  enlargement  as  to  fill  up  the  whole  cavity,  and  the 
patient  is  able  to  pass  but  little  air  through  that  side.  By  the  use 
of  the  bivalved  ear  speculum,  this  swollen  membrane  can  be  seen 
to  extend  even  to  the  inferior  turbinated  bones.  A  still  better  plan 
is  to  employ  Thudichum's  double- valved  speculum,  so  as  to  perform 
anterior  rhinoscopy.  As  this  instrument  holds  Itself  in  the  nose 
by  a  special  arrangement,  both  hands  of  the  operator  are  free,  and 
with  a  hand  or  head  mirror,  the  nasal  aperture  can  be  illuminated 
so  as  to  see  much  more  perfectly.  By  means  of  posterior  rhino- 
scopy we  will  find  these  enlargements  extending  into  the  pharyn- 
geal openings  of  the  Eustachian  tubes,  the  vault  or  roof  of  the 
pharynx,  and  the  upper  portion  of  its  posterior  and  lateral  walls. 
For  full  details  of  this  mode  of  examination  with  the  necessary 
instruments,  etc.,  which  we  cannot  enter  upon  at  this  time,  the 
writer  would  refer  to  his  work  upon  the  ear,*  p.  254  to  266. 

We  report  two  illustrative  cases  of  a  large  number  we  have 
treated : — 

I  A  Clioical  Mannal  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  pp.  254  to  266.    J.  B.  Lippin- 
oott  &  Co.    Philadelphia,  1873. 
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Case  I. — A.  W.  W.,  aged  11  years,  son  of  wealthy  and  very 
intelligent  parents,  was  brought  by  his  mother  with  the  following 
history :  "  A."  has  enjoyed  very  good  health  during  the.  summer, 
but  was  liable  in  the  winter  and  spring  to  catarrh,  which  always 
affected  his  voice;  he  has  generally  been  able  to  continue  his  studies 
until  he  removed  from  the  city  to  the  sea-shore.  In  May,  1872,  he 
was  sent  home  with  a  note  from  his  teacher  that  he  was  not  able  to 
hear.  He  has  had  most  of  the  diseases  of  childhood,  including 
scarlatina ;  is  of  a  languid  temperament,  and  very  nervous.  The 
only  member  of  the  family  deaf,  was  an  aged  aunt,  who  had  been 
treated  by  the  writer  for  an  eczematous  affection  of  the  external 
meatus.  In  the  boy's  case  the  deafness  was  only  noticed  in  the 
month  of  May,  and  was  accompanied  by  a  buzzing  sound  in  the  ear. 

Examination. — Mucous  membrane  of  pharynx,  soft  palate  and 
tonsils  enlarged,  and  covered  with  granulations,  some  small  and 
others  large.  Mucous  membrane  of  right  nostril  swollen  and  pro- 
jecting like  a  polypoid  growth,  and  closing  the  nostril  like  a  valve; 
was  of  a  dark-purple  color,  and  evidently  filled  with  effused  flaid. 
Posterior  rhinoscopy  showed  mucous  membrane  of  turbinated  bones 
swollen  and  granular,  and  this  condition  extended  into  the  pharyn- 
geal orifices  of  the  Eustachian  tubes  of  both  sides.  External 
meatus — no  excess  of  cerumen,  but  the  dermis  covering  the  walls 
was  injected  and  very  sensitive  when  examined  by  the  speculum. 

Membrana  tympani  of  right  side  drawn  very  much  inwards  from 
loss  of  intra-tympanal  air;  handle  of  malleus  seen,  but  injected 
with  blood.  Left  not  so  much  drawn  inwards.  Eustachian  tubes 
of  both  sides  open,  but  admitting  very  little  air,  with  some  mucoos 
rales. 

Watch  Hd.,  right  ear  2  ft.  ^ ;  left  4  ft.  ^^,  Must  be  spoken  to  in 
a  very  loud  tone  of  voice,  and  his  attention  aroused  before  he  can 
understand.  Treatment  from  May  23,  to  June  27,  visited  every  third 
day,  local  application  made  every  sixth  day.  Powdered  tannic  acid 
dusted  into  nose  and  posterior  nares,  so  as  to  reach  turbinated 
bones  and  mouths  of  Eustachian  tubes.  Use  of  double  stream  of 
air  by  nostrils  to  keep  open  Eustachian  tubes,  and  remove  macoua 
accumulations. 

Home  treatment — Chloride  of  ammonia  with  chlorate  of  potassa  in 
mixture  with  mucilage  and  extract  of  liquorice.  Local  hygiene,  salt 
bath  with  friction,  plain  substantial  diet,  no  sweets.  Thudicham's 
douche  was  administered  by  mother  or  nurse,  with  solution  of  salt 
and  water,  and  later,  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc  and  glycerine. 

End  of  June,  Hd.,  right  ^\ ;  left  ^f .  Voice  improved  in  tone, 
not  so  nasal ;  mucous  membrane  reduced  in  thickness.    Ordered  to 
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coDtinae  treatment,  which,  he  did  until  July.  Had  a  relapse  in 
December,  when  a  free  incision  was  made  into  the  swollen  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  nose,  which  bled  very  freely  for  two  days, 
he  then  used  powders  of  gallic  acid,  and  has  had  no  return  since ; 
his  hearing  is  almost  normal. 

Case  II. — Samuel  P.  E.,  aged  5^  years,  was  brought  by  his 
father  January  20, 1873,  an  intelligent  and  well-educated  physician. 
The  history  given  by  him  was  as  follows :  The  first  symptoms  of 
deafness  were  noticed  five  months  previous,  and  had  increased  as 
the  weather  became  colder,  slept  in  a  low  bed,  no  heat  in  the  room, 
and  weather  extremely  cold.  Has  tried  all  the  ordinary  means  for 
relief,  such  as  syringing,  blistering,  etc.,  but  with  no  benefit.  Child 
pale,  delicate,  has  had  but  few  of  children's  diseases.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  ear  was  much  the  same  as  in  the  former  case,  so  that  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  take  up  the  valuable  time  of  the  society  in 
repetitions.  Hearing  distance,  ordinary  watch,  right  3  inches,  left 
5  inches.  The  treatment  was  the  same,  except  that  the  author  had 
the  assistance  of  a  physician  to  carry  them  out,  and  the  incision  in 
the  mucous  membrane  was  made  at  once.  He  returned  to  report 
in  April ;  Hd.,  left  ear  /y,  right  ^^.  In  the  nostrils  the  polypoid 
looking  growth  had  entirely  gone ;  voice  natural ;  was  directed  to 
use  as  a  tonic,  spray  of  solution  of  sulphite  of  zinc,  and  inflation  of 
the  nostril  with  a  piece  of  tubing,  and  slight  counter  irritation,  with 
tincture  of  iodine,  until  the  hearing  was  normal.  The  father  in- 
formed me  that  the  cure  was  permanent. 

Aspergillus  on  Membrana  Tympani. — As  early  as  1867,  a  dis- 
tinguished physician  of  St.  Petersburg,  Dr.  Robert  Wreden,  de- 
scribed this  form  of  disease,  as  seen  in  the  auditory  canal,  and 
since  then,  numerous  cases  have  been  described  in  Europe,  and 
this  country.  This  affection  is  apt  to  be  confounded  with  im- 
pacted cerumen,  or  wax  in  the  ear,  and  great  disappointment  has 
followed  the  simple  removal  of  this  supposed  cause,  as  the  pa- 
tient remains  almost  as  deaf  as  before.  Why  ?  Often  because  the 
diseased  condition  was  not  entirely  removed.  The  subjective 
symptoms  are  as  follows:  there  is  a  sensation  of  ftilness,  tin- 
nitus aurium;  vertigo,  pain,  and  impairment  of  hearing;  the 
symptoms  simulate  inflammation  of  the  external  canal,  and  the 
matter  removed  resembles  cholesterine,  as  it  adheres  in  flakes  or 
scales,  and  is  sometimes  a  complete  cast  of  the  lower  portion  of 
the  canal,  and  in  some  instances  has  to  be  removed  by  the  forceps, 
leaving  a  reddened,  velvety,  and  sensitive  integument  beneath^ 
from  which  it  soon  reproduces  itself.    It  is  a  mould  or  fungus,  and 
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may  be  seen  in  any  ear,  while  a  damp  and  dirty  meatus  famishes 
the  most  favorable  soil.  A  recent  case  was  that  of  a  young  mazL, 
a  gold  beater,  who  was  obliged  to  hammer  the  leaf  in  a  damp  and 
dusty  cellar.  Previous  medical  treatment  failed  to  relieve  him,  bet 
three  weeks  of  careful  treatment  entirely  removed  all  his  deafness. 

The  microscope  is  a  great  aid  in  the  diagnosis,  as  it  will  demon- 
strate long  mushroom  tubes  with  rounded  spores.  In  the  ^^  asjier- 
gillus  nigricans''  little  black  points  are  seen  in  the  mass,  but  the 
most  common  variety  is  the  ^'  aspergillus  flavescens."  In  the  next 
case  it  was  the  first-mentioned  rarer  variety,  and  the  following 
notes  with  a  drawing  are  given  for  the  benefit  of  those  not  familiar 
with  the  disease. 

Case  I. — David  W.,  age  66,  of  Auburn,  New  York,  by  profession 
a  lawyer.  General  health  good ;  pulse  natural ;  no  deaf  relations ; 
no  brain  trouble;  had  smallpox  in  March.  Could  not  hear  the 
judge's  remarks  in  court  No  pain ;  had  been  under  the  treatment 
of  his  family  physician,  who  had  tried  almost  everything  for  him, 
syringing,  etc.,  but  without  benefit.  Also  under  the  treatment  of 
a  travelling  quack,  who  promised  to  cure  him  ;  dry  cupped  him;  in- 
jected ether  into  his  nose,  etc.,  but,  as  usual,  with  no  (benefit.  Hear- 
ing— a  clock  could  not  be  heard  in  the  adjoining  room  with  the  door 
open.  Hd.,  left  ^;  right,  normal;  Eustachian  tube,  right,  open 
and  free ;  left,  narrow.* 

External  meatus  free,  but  membrana  tympanl  covered  with 
flakes,  which,  when  removed,  presented  the  following  appearances 
under  the  microscope. 


1.  Head  or  ree«pUcle  bearing  the  spores.  2,  3.  Heads  nearly  denuded 
of  spores.  4.  Isolated  spores.  6.  Spores  attached  to  one  side  of  reeepta- 
ele  only.    6.  Myeeliam  or  roots. 

Has  a  peculiar  pulsating  pain  and  sound  when  walking,  accom- 
panied with  dizziness. 
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Treatment. — Removed  growth  by  forceps  and  a  warm  solution 
of  Jbisulphite  of  soda,  alternating  with  a  solution  of  chloride  of 
lime,  and  by  the  14th,  the  hearing  improved  to  ^f ,  and  by  the  end 
of  the  second  to  |^.  He  had  by  the  third  week  almost  recovered 
the  normal  hearing  of  that  side.  The  membrana  tympani  was  free, 
but  a  slight  opacity  remained ;  all  the  dizziness  had  gone,  and  but 
little  of  the  tinnitus  was  left. 

He  was  directed  at  intervals  to  use  warm  water,  to  syringe  the 
ear,  now  and  then  with  a  small  portion  of  bisulphite  of  soda  in 
solution  with  glycerin. 

The  Eustachian  tubes  were  also  freely  opened  by  air  douche,  and 
be  was  directed  to  continue  this  treatment.  The  writer  has  since 
been  informed  that  he  continues  well. 

In  the  table  of  diseases  of  the  ear  wiU  be  found  ^'  intermittent 
otitis,"  a  rare  affection  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  and  only 
brought  to  the  writer's  notice  in  the  case  of  a  physician.  Dr.  Harden, 
of  Berlin,  reported  by  Dr.  Frederick  E.  Weber,  of  Berlin,  in  1871, 
and  cured  by  full  doses  of  quinine. 

A  case  came  under  the  writer's  care  which  yielded  to  the  same 
treatment.  After  a  long  period  we  were  aware  that  excessive  doses 
of  quinine  would  in  some  rare  cases  produce  nervous  dea&ess,  and 
we  were  also  familiar  with  its  use  in  the  chills  accompanying  otitis 
interna,  but  had  never  employed  it  as  in  the  case  we  are  about  to 
relate : — 

Case  I.  "  Otitis^  Intermittent.^^ — Miss  M.  H.,  aged  21,  Green  St., 
Philadelphia,  daughter  of  wealthy  parents,  fair,  delicate  skin,  small 
in  stature,  and  not  robust.  On  father's  side  tendency  to  phthisis ; 
mother  stout,  suffers  from  a  heart  affection,  and  irritation  of  brain. 
She  is  the  eldest  child,  has  had  what  the  mother  calls  a  running 
from  left  ear  for  a  long  time  and  has  been  under  the  care  of  four 
different  physicians.  The  running  would  cease  for  a  time,  but  after 
exposure  would  return.  She  came  under  the  writer's  care  in  Janu- 
ary, 1871,  and  continued  under  careful  and  constant  treatment  until 
July,  when  shd  was  discharged  well,  and  has  continued  so  up  to 
this  date. 

The  following  were  her  symptoms  and  the  condition  of  the  ears. 
On  examination  the  surface  of  the  meatus  was  found  studded  with 
minute  abscesses,  some  of  them  open,  others  in  a  swollen  state  with 
apices  containing  a  minute  portion  of  pus.  If  they  were  large  they 
gave  her  considerable  pain,  until  discharging,  they  left  the  meatus 
slightly  red  and  swollen.  The  membrana  tympani  of  the  left  ear 
was  opaque,  of  the  right  normal.  Hearing  distance  for  low  tick- 
ing watch  on  left  side  only  ^ ;  right  side  |^.    Discharge  stains 
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the  pillow,  and  has  some  odor  which  is  very  annoying  to  the  pa- 
tient. Finding  some  slight  dulness  on  pereassion  under  one  of 
the  clavieles,  and  also  being  informed  that  cod-liver  oil  had  checked 
the  discharge,  I  recommended  its  continuance  with  extract  of  malt, 
nourishing  animal  diet  with  occasional  use  of  iodide  of  iron  in 
pills,  directing  a  wash  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  glycerin,  and  carbolic 
acid,  with  the  use  of  Politzer's  air  douche.  In  three  weeks  the 
hearing  distance  improved  to  7%,  but  no  decrease  in  the  discharge. 
She  complains  of  more  pain,  therefore  directed  morphia  to  be  added 
to  the  zinc  injection,  employing  Clark's  ear  douche  twice  a  day 
to  wash  out  the  meatus,  which  duty  was  carefhlly  attended  to  by 
her  mother.  Feb.  28,  no  discharge  for  several  days.  Found  the 
cod-liver  oil  was  disturbing  the  stomach,  directed  small  doses  of 
strychnia  with  compound  syrup  of  hypo-phosphites  and  sherry 
wine.  This  she  took  for  some  time  with  great  advantage.  She 
continued  about  the  same  during  the  months  of  March  and  April, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  she  went  to  Annapolis,  Maryland,  a 
place  she  had  been  accustomed  to  visit  for  several  years.  On 
her  return  she  had  a  slight  chill  every  second  day  and  an  increase 
in  the  discharge  from  the  ear.  I  at  once  took  the  hint,  and  gave 
her  full  doses  of  quinine,  with  entire  relief  to  the  chills  and  also 
checking  the  otitis.  The  hearing  of  the  left  ear  is  not  so  good  as 
that  of  the  opposite  one,  but  is  very  much  improved,  so  that  she 
is  perfectly  satisfied  with  its  condition. 

Cerebrospinal  Fever  as  a  Cause  of  Deafness  and  Deaf  Muleism. 
— The  writer's  attention  has  been  during  the  last  year  directed  to 
this  form  of  disease  as  a  cause  of  ^'  deafness,"  and  in  many  instances 
where  the  child  was  young,  the  loss  of  articulation,  producing  '^  deaf 
muteism." 

Now,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  fever  should  not  be  termed 
spotted  fever  but  cerebro-spinal,  as  in  100  cases  of  this  fever,  only 
in  about  sixty  will  th^re  be  an  eruption  of  petechise,  while  in  a 
recent  epidemic  in  no  case  was  there  any  eruption.  The  pathology 
of  this  disease  is  as  follows :  The  acoustic  nerve  up  to  its  exit  from 
the  skull  is  often  found  completely  imbedded  in  masses  of  exuda- 
tion, thus  producing  permanent  deafness  and  loss  of  function.  In 
115  cases  described  by  Dr.  Schweizzer  during  an  epidemic  in  the 
years  1865-6,  ^^Wuerzburg,"  the  most  frequent  sequelse  consisted  in 
derangements  of  hearing,  which  were  not  only  the  result  of  a  central 
cause,  but  also  of  a  local  disease  of  the  middle  ear.  In  another  of 
300  cases  reported  by  Dr.  Fluegel,  11  were  deaf,  and. 5  deaf  mutes. 

In  a  recent  communication  from  the  writer's  son.  Dr.  Charles  S. 
TumbuU,  Resident  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DISBASE8   OF   THE   EAB.  109 

Aural  Institute,  he  says :  '^Within  the  last  year  ending  June  Ist, 
1879,  we  had  83  cases  of  deafness  after  cerebro-spinal  meningitis 
and  3  cases  of  blindness  resulting  from  the  same  disease.  In  al- 
most every  instance  the  patients  have  been  children  between  the 
ages  of  1  and  4  years.  Deafness  has  been  complete,  and  at  present, 
ours  is  the  painful  duty  to  tell  the  unhappy  parents  that  their 
children  are  incurable.  We  do  not  fail  in  any  case  to  advise  them 
of  some  institution  where  they  may  be  taught  to  communicate  with 
their  fellow  beings.  In  the  cases  of  blindness,  which  has  been  also 
complete,  although  not  necessarily  in  both  eyes,  the  organ  is  totally 
useless,  and  phthisis  bulbi  is  the  inevitable  consequence  of  a  sup- 
purative choroiditis,  which  may  be  easily  diagnosed  by  the  yellow 
or  yellowish-white  reflex  we  get  from  the  pupil,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  less  striking  symptoms. 

^^The  symptoms  of  this  fearful  epidemic,  which  seems  to  be  on  the 
increase,  are,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  find  out,  as  follows. 
The  child  is  noticed  as  languid  and  having  a  high  fever,  very  rapid 
pulse  and  dry,  hot  skin,  or  the  first  symptom  may  be  a  convulsion 
of  peculiar  opisthotonic  character.  The  convulsions  may  recur 
only  once,  or  many  times  a  day,  and  continue  for  a  week,  or  may 
last  for  but  one  day  and  never  return.  Their  duration  varies  from 
seconds  to  minutes,  as  long  as  2, 5,  and  7  minutes  (even  longer  if 
we  can  believe  the  parents),  and  leave  the  child  with  a  rapid  thready 
or  slow  irregular  pulse  and  in  a  comatose  condition,  in  which  they 
may  remain  for  days,  even  a  week;  passing  off  gradually  they 
leave  the  patient,  who  all  through  the  attack  has  had  the  entire 
surface  of  the  body  of  a  deep  red  color,  weak,  ansemic,  and  very 
pale  with  peculiarly  bright  lustrous  eyes.  The  bowels  have  been 
constipated  in  the  majority  of  cases,  and  in  only  a  few  has  diarrhoea 
been  noticed.  The  deafness  has  been  noticed  during  the  first  week, 
more  during  the  second  and  the  majority  during  the  third,  or  even 
later  during  convalescence,  andiilways  in  both  ears.  (The  duration 
of  the  disease  varies  from  2  to  5  or  T  weeks,  and  in  many  'Cases  the 
attack,  although  so  severe  as  to  produce  total  deafhess,  is  so  rapid 
in  its  cure  that  the  child  recuperates  in  a  few  days.)  So,  too,  in 
cases  of  suppurative  choroiditis,  the  blindness  is  never  observed 
until  the  parent  notices  the  curious  color  of  the  pupil,  and  in  but 
one  or  two  ear,  and  no  eye  cases  has  the  child  complained  of  pain. 

^'  It  may  be  a  fact  worthy  of  notice  that  this  disease  seems  to 
attack  preferably  strong,  robust  children,  especially  those  of  Ger- 
man parents. 

^^  Upon  inspection,  the  membrana  tympani,  in  fact  the  whole  audi- 
tory apparatus,  looks  normal,  and  the  membrane  is  generally,  as 
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must  be  expected,  somewhat  sunken,  as  there  is  no  stimulus  in 
such  an  organ  to  keep  up  the  aerostatic  equilibrium. 

'^  In  only  a  few  cases  has  there  been  any  inflammatory  process 
noticed  in  the  middle  ear ;  two  had  myringitis  probably  from  cold 
after  convalescence,  and  three  or  four  had  purulent  otitis  media 
with  perforation. 

''  The  supposed  and  now  advanced  pathology  for  the  explanation 
of  this  form  of  deafness  is  an  exudation  (of  pus?)  into  one  or  more  of 
the  semicircular  canals;  the  exudation,  being  formed  there  or  having 
travelled  along  the  auditory  nerve  through  the  meatus  auditorius 
internus,  and  entering  the  lamina  cribrosa,  gives  rise  to  the  symp- 
toms, over  which  we  have  as  yet  no  control  whatever. 

"  Within  the  last  few  days  we  have  succeeded  in  securing  the 
temporal  bones,  as  well  as  the  eyes,  taken  from  a  patient  who  died 
of  an  attack  of  acute  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  The  disease  was 
typical  in  its  course,  and  I  am  not  able  to  give  you  the  history  in 
this  connection.  However,  we  found  both  internal  auditory  meati 
filled  with  well-formed  pus,  in  which  were  bathed  the  auditory 
nerves,  one  of  which  was  softened  and  degenerated.  Pus  had  been 
found  surrounding  the  upper  portions  of  the  column,  the  medulla 
and  cerebellum  as  well  as  under  the  pia,  while  the  white  substance 
of  both  cerebrum  and  cerebellum  was  everywhere  stained  with 
punctate  capillary  hemorrhages." 

The  treatment  of  incomplete  deafness  after  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis is  by  the  internal  use  of  the  iodide  with  the  bromide  of  potas- 
sium, and  the  application  of  mercurial  ointment  behind  the  ear. 
After  all  the  acute  symptoms  have  disappeared,  and  there  remains 
deafness,  feebleness  of  the  limbs,  or  vacillating  gait,  want  of  power 
or  of  co-ordination,  the  mind  feeble,  difficulty  of  articulation,  etc, 
employ  a  solution  of  phosphoric  acid,  or  a  syrup  of  the  hypo- 
phosphites,  and  the  constant  current,  applied  at  first,  every  third 
day,  and  subsequently  every  day. 

It  will  be  proper,  also,  to  try  tenotomy  of  the  tensor-tympani,  if 
there  are  violent  subjective  noises  in  the  ear  (as  symptoms  of  excit- 
ing irritations  of  intra-labyrinthal  pressure,  and  disturbed  circula- 
tion), as  recommended  by  Professor  Weber,  of  Berlin. 

In  case  of  complete  deafness  nothing  can  be  done  except  to  teach 
the  child  the  use  of  eveYy  article  just  as  if  it  had  known  nothing,  or 
had  forgotten  everything.  If  it  has  spoken,  every  eflbrt  should  be 
made  to  make  it  articulate,  no  matter  how  disagreeable  that  soand 
may  be,  for  after  a  time  it  can  be  taught  to  read,  and  then  to 
modulate  the  voice  b^  seeing  the  form  of  the  vocal  apparatus 
drawn  upon  the-  blackboard. 
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In  each  epidemic  the  symptoms  vary,  and  yet  we  haye  found  in 
all  the  cctaea  that  we  have  examined,  where  deafness  on  the  third  day 
resulted,  that  opisthotonos^  unconsciousness,  and  convulsions  have  ^ 
been  the  prominent  symptoms.  If  there  has  also  been  disease  of 
the  middle  ear,  we  have  the  formation  of  pus  with  alterations  and 
destruction  of  the  membrana  tympani,  and  a  recent  writer'  gives 
two  illustrations  of  such  an  altered  membrane,  in  which  nearly 
one-half  was  of  a  chocolate-color,  with  deposit  of  lymph  and  adhe- 
sions. As  yet,  we  have  not  been  able  to  verify  his  observations, 
although  we  have  carefully  examined  a  number  of  cases. 

>  Bfaladies  de  rOreille,  par  D.  H.  Levi.    Paris,  1872,  p.  87.    Plate  III.,  No. 
29-30. 
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Db.  Washington  L.  Atleb  related  the  following  singular  in- 
stance of  a  double  woman :  April  25th,  1873,  a  lady  from  the  in- 
terior of  Pennsylvania  called  at  his  office  to  consult  him  about  a 
peculiar  malformation,  which,  up  to  that  time,  was  known  only  to 
herself.  She  stated  that  there  were  two  openings  to  the  womb  in- 
stead of  one.  She  called  Dr.  Atlee's  recollection  to  the  fact  that 
he  had  treated  her  several  years  ago  for  some  uterine  trouble,  at 
which  time  she  was  fuUy  aware  of  her  anomalous  condition,  bat 
omitted  to  refer  to  it,  hoping  that  he  would  discover  it  himselt 
On  referring  to  his  book.  Dr.  Atlee  found  a  memorandum  that  he 
had  treated  her  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1868  for  sterility, 
which  was  thought  to  be  dependent  upon  contraction  and  inflam- 
mation of  the  cervical  canal. 

At  that  time  she  was  very  desirous  of  having  an  heir,  and  having 
been  cured  of  the  uterine  trouble.  Dr.  Atlee  dismissed  her  with  the 
hope  that  her  wishes  might  be  gratified  in  due  course  of  time.  The 
treatment,  however,  was  not  followed  by  this  desirable  result 
Hence  she  returned  to  him  with  a  full  determination  of  undergoing 
a  more  minute  examination,  and  of  calling  his  attention  to  this 
peculiarity  of  the  genital  organs. 

Her  history,  in  brief,  was  as  follows :  She  was  thirty  years  of 
age.  Menstrual  life  commenced  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  Menstrua- 
tion was  regular  every  four  weeks,  painful,  and  sometimes  prolbse. 
The  only  irregularity  occurred  two  years  before,  when  she  went 
three  weeks  over  time.    She  was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

Dr.  Atlee  first  examined  her  by  the  toucher,  the  finger  entering 
the  vagina  as  in  any  ordinary  case..  No  suspicion  of  anything  un- 
usual could  have  arisen  merely  by  such  an  examination,  as  so  far 
she  was  precisely  like  all  other  women.  No  suspicion  arose  in  his 
mind  five  years  before,  although  he  treated  her  once  a  week  for  two 
or  three  months.  .  But  the  patient  having  called  his  attention 
specially  to  another  opening,  and  in  a  measure  directed  his  manipu- 
lation, he  readily  found  it.  The  introduction  of  the  finger  was 
resisted  very  much  as  it  is  in  a  virgin  with  a  relaxed  hymen ;  a 
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▼agioa,  less  capacious  than  the  other,  and  another  nterns  were  dis- 
covered. The  two  openings  were  situated  laterally,  the  right  being 
the  largest,  with  a  distinct  septum  between  them.  The  septum 
commenced  at  the  inlets  of  the  two  vaginse,  and  was  attached  an- 
teriorly to  the  urethra,  and  posteriorly  to  the  fourchette.  It  ex- 
tended upward  the  whole  length  of  the  vaginae,  and  was  perfect, 
there  being  no  communication  between  the  two  passages.  After 
having  examined  each  passage  separately.  Dr.  Atlee  used  both 
index  fingers  at  the  same  time,  passing  them  into  the  right  and  left 
passages,  and  up  to  a  distinct  os  and  cervix  uteri  in  the  cul-de-sac 
of  each  vagina.  While  doing  this  the  septum  was  examined  most 
carefhlly,  and  found  to  be  free  from  openings,  substantial,  and 
similar  in  thickness  and  feel  to  the  recto-vaginal  wall.  The  explo- 
ration was  continued  by  introducing  a  speculum  into  the  left  pass- 
age, which  brought  an  os  uteri  clearly  into  view.  The  os  was  of 
full  size,  admitted  the  largest  sized  uterine  sound,  which  readily 
passed  through  the  cervix  to  the  distance  of  2^  inches.  The  sound 
was  now  retained  in  position,  while  the  speculum  was  withdrawn. 
The  speculum  was  next  introduced  into  the  right  passage,  and  an- 
other OS  uteri  was  distinctly  exposed.  This  was  smaller,  admitted 
the  entrance  only  of  a  small  sound,  which  passed  in  2  inches.  This 
sound  was  also  retained  after  the  speculum  was  removed.  The  two 
sounds  were  now  in  position,  entering  separate  openings,  traversing 
separate  passages,  and  lodging  in  separate  uterine  cavities.  On 
placing  one  hand  over  the  pubes,  while  moving  each  sound,  two 
distinct  bodies  could  be  detected.  Every  movement  of  the  sound 
also  proved  that  these  bodies  were  independent  of  each  other.  Dr. 
Atlee  considered  that  this  was  an  experimentum  crucis^  and  proved 
the  existence  of  two  distinct  ora  externa,  two  distinct  vaginse,  and 
two  distinct  uteri.  Whether  the  clitoris  was  single  or  double  could 
not  be  ascertained.  The  labia  and  other  external  organs  were  as 
usual.  The  cervix  of  each  uterus  was  of  normal  length,  and  en- 
tered the  field  of  the  speculum  as  readily  as  in  ordinary  cases. 

The  patient,  being  communicative,  answered  Dr.  Atlee's  questions 
without  hesitation,  and  the  case  being  unique  prompted  him  to  in- 
terrogate her,  as  well  as  to  advise  her,  in  such  a  way  as  he  would 
not  have  felt  himself  justified  in  doing  under  different  circum- 
stances. She  could  not  tell  whether  the  menstrual  flow  escaped 
from  both  passages,  or  only  from  one  of  them.  Dr.  Atlee  instructed 
her  how  to  ascertain  this  fact.  She  enjoyed  the  marital  embrace. 
This,  however,  was  painful  at  the  time  of  marriage.  She  was  very 
positive  that  the  act  of  coitus  was  always  confined  to  the  right 
vagina,  and  equally  sure,  that,  when  Dr.  Atlee  treated  her  several 
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years  before,  the  toncher  and  speculum  inyariably  entered  the  same 
passage. 

As  both  she  and  her  husband  were  exceedingly  anxious  to  haye 
children,  and  as  nine  years  had  passed  without  any  satisfactory 
result,  Dr.  Atlee  advised  her  to  make  a  change  of  base,  and  have 
sexual  communication  through  the  left  vagina.  He  felt  assured 
that  the  result  would  prove  more  satisfactory,  as  the  left  uterus,  which 
was  stOl  in  a  state  of  virginity,  was  more  fully  developed,  and  the 
condition  of  its  os  and  cervical  canal  was  much  more  favorable  for 
impregnation.  On  receiving  this  advice  the  patient  rather  demurred, 
because  she  knew  that  she  would  have  to  endure  pain,  but  mainly 
because  she  did  not  wish  her  husband,  who  had  always  been  igno- 
rant of  her  condition,  to  be  made  aware  of  it.  After  giving  her 
proper  instructions  she  promised  to  carry  them  out. 

Dr.  Atlee  remarked  that  this  was  the  only  case  of  two  distinct 
sets  of  the  organs  of  generation  occurring  in  one  individual  that 
he  had  noticed  in  a  long  and  very  extensive  experience  in  the  treat- 
ment of  female  diseases.  Other  cases  may  have  passed  through  his 
hands  unobserved,  as  this  case  would  certainly  have  done,  had  the 
patient  herself  not  drawn  his  attention  to  it.  He  had  met  with 
cases  of  bifurcated  uterus,  one  of  which  is  referred  to  in  his  book 
on  "  Ovarian  Tumors."  He  said  it  would  be  interesting  to  know 
whether  each  uterus  was  supplied  with  two  distinct  ovaries,  or 
whether  only  two  ovaries  existed — one  attached  to  the  outside  of 
each  uterus.  As  all  the  other  organs  were  duplicated,  he  inferred 
that  that  was  also  the  fact  with  regard  to  the  ovaries,  and  that  his 
patient  had  really  four.  Such  a  patient  might  lose  two  ovaries  hy 
ovariotomy,  and  still  continue  to  menstruate  and  bear  children. 

Dr.  Atlee  also  remarked  that  gestation  might  be  going  on  in  one 
uterus  and  menstruation  in  the  other  at  the  same  time,  or  that  both 
uteri  might  be  impregnated  at  different  periods,  and  children  bom 
at  full  term  within  a  few  months  of  each  other. 

For  nine  years  this  lady  occupied  the  enigmatical  position  of  not 
only  being  double,  but  of  being,  in  one  sense,  a  virgin,  and  yet  en- 
gaging in  sexual  congress. 

The  patient  has  promised  to  keep  Dr.  Atlee  informed  of  any  new 
developments  that  may  arise  in  her  case. 

Dr.  R.  L.  SiBBBT,  of  Cumberland,  remarked  that  a  case  of  du- 
plex uteri  had  come  under  his  observation  during  the  fall  of  1811, 
in  the  surgical  wards  of  Dr.  Friedrich  Salzer,  in  Vienna.  The  two 
uteri  were  placed  right  and  left,  and  were  apparently  attached  to 
a  flexible  septum,  which  extended  into  the  vagina  an  inch  and  a  half 
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or  two  inches.  The  septum  was  joined  to  the  anterior  and  posterior 
walls  of  the  vagina,  being  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  nature  to  form 
two  vaginas.  It  was  not  known  whether  there  were  four  ovaries  or 
only  two,  and  an  equal  number  of  Fallopian  tubes,  nor  was  it  known 
whether  there  had  been  two  hymens  or  only  one.  The  external 
parts  were  normal.  There  was  no  evidence  that  the  patient  had 
been  enceinte.    She  was  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Dr.  Wm.  H.  Pancoast,  of  Philadelphia,  then  addressed  the  Chair, 
saying  that  in  this  connection  it  might  be  interesting  to  mention  a 
case  that  was  under  his  care,  of  two  women  joined  together  with 
only  one  womb. 


This  living  example  of  pygopagus  symmetros  (ttvytij  the  nates, 
icayw,  I  fasten,  fvy,  with,  futpitv^  to  measure)  is  named  Millie  and 
Cbrissie  Smith,  or  the  Carolina  Twins.  They  are  negresses,  now 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  born  of  slave  parents  in  Columbus  County, 
North  Carolina,  June  11,  1851.    The  parents  are  still  living.     The 
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mother  is  now  fifty-one  years  old,  and  the  father  fifty-seven.  They 
have  had  fourteen  children,  the  twins  being  the  ninth  birth.  The 
mother  can  assign  no  caose  for  the  monstrosity,  nor  did  she  ever 
see  the  Siamese  Twins. 

This  case  came  und^er  my  professional  care  January  18,  1871, 
while  it  was  on  exhibition  in  this  city,  in  consequence,  of  an  abscess 
forming  near  the  genitals,  as  stated  by  the  guardian  of  the  twins. 

When  called  to  examine  the  so-called  abscess  I  caused  the  twins 
to  lie  upon  a  bed,  and  the  above  wood-cut,  made  by  the  artist  Mr. 
Faber  from  my  sketch,  represents  the  appearance  as  presented. 

Each  lying  upon  her  side,  it  shows  how  each  vulva,  commencing 
at  the  mons  and  running  back  between  the  limbs  meets  the  opposite 
vulva,  thus  making  a  common  vulva  joined  at  the  common  vagina. 
There  is  neither  posterior  commissure  nor  fossa  navicularis,  hence 
only  one  vagina,  on  each  side  of  which,  at  the  right  and  left  mar- 
gin, juts  out  the  meatus  urinarius  proper  to  each  individual,  then 
the  vestibule  between  each  meatus  and  clitoris.  There  are  two 
urethree,  two  vestibuli,  two  ditorides,  two  nymphse,  and  two  labia 
majorse  and  minorse. 

The  labia  minorse  and  majorse  are  continuous  with  each  other. 
The  vulva,  as  they  lie,  appears  crosswise,  owing  to  the  position  of 
the  twins,  the  limbs  being  firmly  flexed  upon  each  abdomen.  Abont 
one  and  a  half  inch  below  the  middle  of  this  common  vulva  is 
found  the  common  anus,  and  in  the  same  median  line,  and  in  a  de- 
pression simulating  the  appearance  of  an  imperfect  anus  about  two 
and  a  half  inches  above  the  vulva  was  a  fistulous  opening,  which  I 
had  been  called  to  See  as  an  abscess. 

This  had  been  annoying  them  for  some  months,  occasionally 
closing  up,  then  infiaming,  opening,  and  discharging  matter.  Into 
this  I  could  readily  pass  a  good  sized  probe;  and  I  found  it  to  lead 
upwards,  and  backwards,  and  inwards,  as  they  lay,  for  some  three 
and  a  half  inches.  On  withdrawing  the  probe,  which  gave  but  very 
little  pain,  I  noticed  a  marked  fecal  odor  in  the  discharge  upon  it, 
although  there  was  no  odor  perceptible  otherwise.  This  sinus  I 
concluded  to  be  an  opening  into  the  common  bowel,  and  judged  it 
to  be  the  result  of  an  abortive  efibrt  of  nature  to  make  a  second 
anus  and  rectum.  On  examining  the  vagina,  which  gave  them  more 
annoyance  than  pain,  I  found  no  hyn\pn  present,  but  the  orifice 
naturally  small  and  contracted,  as  that  of  an  ordinary  unmarried 
woman.  I  readily  passed  my  index  finger  up  its  whole  length.  I 
found  only  one  vagina  and  no  bifurcation  of  it,  only  one  womb, 
with  an  unusually  long  neck,  around  which  the  finger  could  be 
Readily  passed,  until  it  pressed  against  the  cul-de-sac  of  the  vagina, 
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when  I  could  still  feel  the  body  of  the  womb,  but  no  apparent  sub- 
division, though  two  distinct  wombs  might  have  coalesced  above 
by  their  respective  fundi. 

The  vulva  on  each  side  begins  underneath  and  at  some  little  dis- 
tance behind  the  symphysis  pubis.  Each  symphysis  is  natural  and  • 
separated  from  the  other  by  the  width  of  the  two  bodies  between 
the  thighs.  I  passed  a  metallic  female  catheter  into  each  urethra, 
and  could  distinctly  recognize  a  partitition  between  the  two  blad- 
ders. I  passed  then  two  metallic  catheters,  one  into  each  bladder; 
they  did  not  touch  each  other  but  pressed  against  the  dividing  par- 
tition. 

On  passing  my  finger  into  the  rectum  I  could  not  reach  the  point 
of  bifurcation  nor  feel  the  probe  distinctly  that  I  had  passed  into  the 
sinus,  but  I  could  recognize  perfectly  the  apex  of  a  coccyx,  thicker 
and  stronger  than  natural,  as  if  formed  by  the  junction  above  of 
two,  and  on  the  lower  side  of  the  joined  pelvis  as  they  lie.  There 
were  four  ischial  tuberosities,  two  for  each  side,  and  in  nearly  their 
proper  relations  to  the  respective  trochanters,  but  opposed  some- 
what obliquely,  from  the  twisting  of  the  spinal  columns  as  they 
grew,  so  that  the  two  bodies  could  accommodate  themselves  one  to 
the  other,  in  their  forward  V-shaped  way  of  walking. 

The  band  of  union,  as  shown  in  the  wood-cut,  I  measured,  and 
found  it  to  be  twenty-six  inches  in  circumference.  At  five  years  of 
age,  according  to  Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotham,  it  was  sixteen  inches  in 
circumference.  The  distance  between  the  top  of  the  crest  of  the 
one  ilium  to  the  other,  at  its  greatest  breadth  on  the  back,  was 
fourteen  and  a  half  inches.  There  were  two  umbilici.  To  establish 
the  accuracy  of  my  examination,  I  invited  upon  one  occasion  Prof 
Gross,  Prof.  Pancoast,  Dr.  Seavy  of  Bangor,  Maine,  and  Dr.  T.  H. 
Andrews ;  and  upon  another  Dr.  R.  J.  Levis  and  Dr.  S.  H.  Dickson, 
Jr.  These  gentlemen  agreed  with  me,  that  there  was  but  one 
vag^a,  but  one  womb  to  be  recognized,  but  one  perfect  anus,  and 
that  the  parts  are  as  I  have  described  them  above.  We  also 
decided  that  the  fistula  communicated  with  the  bowel;  that  the 
respective  recti  united  at  some  point  above  out  of  the  reach  of 
digital  exploration;  that  the  osseous  junction  was  by  the  union 
of  the  sacra  and  coccyges;  and  also,  that  the  caudse-equinse  of  each 
spinal  cord  were  more  or  less  united,  for  on  touching  the  left  leg  of 
Millie  the  sensation  and  number  of  touches  are  recognized  by 
Chrissie,  but  not  the  spot;  and  on  touching  the  right  leg  of  Chrissie 
similar  effects  are  produced.  This  was  further  proved  by  experi- 
ments with  an  aesthesiometer,  which  I  applied  in  company  with  Dr. 
J.  M.  Barton. 

VOL.  X.  9 
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FORM  OF  COran  REPORTS  TO  THE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  PENKSYLVANIA/ 


I.—CAUSES  WHICH  MODIFY  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

1.  Locality: 

Boundaries  of  County,  and  its  situation  in  the  State. 
Its  proximity  to  large  rivers  and  the  lakes;  to  mountain  ranges; 
their  direction  and  extent. 

2.  Hydrography  or  Drainage: 

Size  and  direction  of  watercourses,  and  of  the  dividing  ridges, 
or  water-sheds. 

Extent  of  river  bottom. 

Power  and  rapidity  of  streams;  danger  and  frequency  of  inun- 
dation. 

Quantity  of  marshy  or  springy  soil. 

Artificial  water  channels  and  reservoirs;  amount  of  lockage. 

3.  Topography: 

Area  and  mean  altitude  of  County. 

Population  and  their  lineage;  chief  avocations. 

Location  and  size  of  principal  towns. 

General  character  of  surface ;  principal  valleys  and  eminences. 

Nature  and  extent  of  surface  destitute  of  vegetation,  tilled, 

covered  with  forest,  or  in  grass.  , 

Agricultural  produce;  kinds  of  timber;  effects  of  clearing  and 

of  drainage  on  climate ;  extent  of  artificial  irrigation. 

4.  Geology: 

Geological  position,  actual  location,  dip,  direction,  and  extent 

of  the  difflBrent  formations. 
Character  of  soil,  subsoil,  and  subjacent  rock. 
Source  and  nature  of  water  used  for  domestic  purposes. 
Supply  of  water  to  towns;  kind  of  pipes  used  as  conduits. 
Map  with  geological  features  named,  and  colored  agreeably  to 

the  order  adopted  by  the  State  Geologist." 

5.  Meteorology:' 

Latitude,  longitude,  and  altitude  of  observer. 

'  See  printed  TransacttonSf  vol.  ▼.  p.  52. 

<  Inoloee,  by  dotted  lines  with  proper  marginal  referenoes,  those  sections  of  the 
oonntj  in  which  epidemics  have  prevailed. 

*  Observers  for  the  Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia,  as  well  as  for  the  Smith- 
sonian  Institution,  Washington,  reside  in  a  number  of  the  counties,  and  would 
famish  all  the  meteorological  information  required.    See  page  16,  Part  iii.  1858. 
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Barometric,  thermometric,  and  hygrometric  states  of  the  atmosphere 
for  every  day  in  the  year,  indicating,  in  columns,  the  amount  in 
inches,  of  rain,  hail,  and  snow. 

U.— MORTUARY  TABLES." 

1.  Mortality: 

From  fevers ;  from  measles,  smallpox,  and  varioloid. 
From  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  air-passages. 
From  diseases  of  the  nervous  system. 
From  diseases  of  the  organs  of  nutrition. 
From  diseases  of  the  urino-genital  organs. 

2.  Causes  assigned  for  death  where  the  number  exceeds  10  per  cent 

of  the  whole. 

3.  Quarterly  Tables,  showing  the  whole  number  of  deaths  of  white 

and  of  colored  persons  under  1  year,  from  1  to  2,  from  2  to 
6,  from  5  to  10,  from  10  to  15,  from  15  to  20,  and  foreveiy 
decennial  period  over  20. 

III.— PREVALENT  DISEASES.* 

1.  Epideboos  and  Endeboos  of  the  yeab: 

Their  origin  and  march ;  apparently  contagious  or  not ;  how 
affected  by  race,  age,  sex,  temperament,  avocation,  circuro- 
fusa,  ingesta,  and  the  density  of  population. 

2.  Fevebs: 

Intermittent  and  remittent ;  their  frequency  as  compared  with 

that  of  former  years. 
Typhusand  typhoid  fevers;  smallpox;  benefits  of  vaccination ; 

measles;  scarlatina. 

3.  Otheb  Diseases  : 

Observations  on  their  etiology,  pathology,  and  therapeutics. 
Peculiarity  of  type  or  tendency. 

Number  of  cases,  and  a  comparison  of  it  with  that  of  other 
years. 

4.  Miscellaneous: 

Medical  effects  of  indigenous  plants,  and  of  new  remedies. 
Facts  of  interest  in  surgery  and  obstetrics. 
Notices  of  members  deceased  during  the  year. 
List  of  officers  and  members. 

>  If,  as  is  to  be  feared  in  many  counties,  the  materials  for  this  olassifioation 
cannot  be  obtained,  the  reporter  is  requested  to  approximate  as  closely  to  it  as 
his  means  of  information  will  admit. 

'  In  describing  cases,  give  the  age,  sex,  condition,  and  location  of  patient, 
season  of  year,  treatment,  and  termination. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ALLEGHENY  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Your  Committee  on  "  Epidemics  and  other  Diseases,"  for  the 
year  1871,  reported  the  appearance  and  progress  of  epidemic  variola, 
its  gradual  increase  from  July  to  December  31st,  18T1,  reaching 
the  highest  point  of  mortality  in  the  month  of  October.  From 
that  date  it  began  to  decline,  each  monthly  report  thereafter  indi- 
cating its  gradual  disappearance,  until  July,  1872,  when  it  ceased 
to  exist  within  the  city  limits.  It  is  but  justice  to  say  that  the 
vigilance  of  the  "  Health  Officers"  of  the  city  in  having  the  unpro- 
tected poor  within  their  jurisdiction  protected  by  vaccination  and 
re  vaccination,  contributed  very  much  to  the  eradication  of  the 
epidemic ;  good  service  was  also  rendered  by  the  physicians  of  the 
city  and  county,  who  were  active  and  decided  in  inculcating  the 
necessity  of,  and  safety  in,  vaccination  as  a  protective  measure 
against  variola.  We  believe  vaccination  can  be  accomplished  so 
thoroughly  as  to  prevent  our  county  or  city  from  ever  again  being 
scourged  with  epidemic  smallpox. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  from  all  causes,  during 
the  year  1872,  as  taken  from  the  repoi*t  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Health,  excluding  that  portion  of  the  report  for  the  newly  acquired 
territory  known  as  the  South-sid^,  is  two  thousand  five  hundred 
and  three.  Deduct  the  number  of  deaths  from  old  age,  accident, 
drowning,  burns  and  scalds,  poison,  suffocation,  suicide,  premature 
births,  still-births,  and  the  deaths  from  the  epidemic  of  smallpox, 
amounting  from  these  sources  to  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and 
we  have  two  thousand  and  twenty-eight  deaths  from  disease.  Of 
this  number  two  hundred  and  fourteen,  or  about  ten  and  one-half 
per  cent.,  died  of  phthisis  pulmonalis.  From  other  affections  of  the 
respiratory  organs,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  deaths  occurred, 
eleven  and  a  fraction  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  Counting 
the  aggregate  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight  deaths  from  disease 
of  the  respiratory  organs,  and  we  have  twenty-one  and  six-elevenths 
per  cent,  of  the  two  thousand  and  twenty-eight  deaths,  from  that 
source  alone ;  add  to  the  foregoing  number  of  deaths  the  reported 
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one  hundred  and  fifty  still-births,  and  we  have  nearly  seven  per 
cent,  of  the  deaths  from  that  source.  The  whole  number  of  births 
reported  is  three  thousand,  one  hundred  and  fourteen,  nearly  five 
per  cent.,  of  which  were  still-born.  These  items,  hastily  calculated 
from  the  Health  Report,  were  thought  to  be  deserving  at  least  a 
passing  notice. 

In  the  early  part  of  April  an  endemic  diarrhoea  made  its  appear- 
ance in  the  cities  of  Allegheny  and  Pittsburg,  a  full  report  of  which 
has  been  furnished  by  Dr.  W.  Snively,  who  says : — 

"  In  contributing  to  your  report,  I  shall  confine  my  remarks  to 
a  'form  of  diarrhoea  which  became  endemic  in  Pittsburg  and  Alle- 
gheny City  during  the  month  of  April,  and  which  attacked  persons 
of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions.  One  death  was  reported  from 
this  cause  in  April,  and  eleven  in  May.  This  discrepancy  was  not 
due  to  the  greater  number  of  cases,  or  to  greater  malignancy  of 
the  disease  during  the  month  of  May,  but  to  a  fatal  termination  of 
some  cases  which  were  attacked  in  April.  The  disease  ceased  to 
exist  about  the  middle  of  May. 

The  disease  was  not  uniform  in  its  attacks ;  sometimes  the  diar- 
rhoea was  serous^  the  discharges  being  large ;  sometimes  it  was 
mucous^  and  attended  with  pain  and  tenesmus,  and  sometimes  con- 
stitutional disturbance.  Occasionally  these  two  forms  co-existed. 
In  some  cases  there  was  purging  and  vomiting,  the  disease  present- 
ing the  characteristics  of  sporadic  cholera.  Occasionally  the  disease 
assumed  the  form  of  dysentery  of  a  mild  type,  the  discharges  bemg 
more  or  less  bloody  and  ejected  with  much  distress  and  pain.  This 
form  was  usually  accompanied  with  more  or  less  fever. 

Death  occurred  in  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  number  of  cases. 
The  Board  of  Health  report  shows  but  one  death  from  diarrhoea  in 
April,  and  seven  in  May.  The  same  report  shows  two  deaths 
from  entero-colitis,  two  from  gastro-enteritis,  and  two  from  dys- 
entery. These  deaths  were  all  (probably)  caused  by  the  then 
prevailing  endemic  diarrhoea,  making  a  total  of  seventeen  deaths. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  cause  of  this  endemic  diar- 
rhoea existed  in  the  water. 

The  cities  of  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  obtain  their  supply  of 
water  from  the  Allegheny  River.  This  stream  flows  through  a 
populous  country  in  which  oil-wells  abound,  and  numerous  oil- 
refineries  are  located  upon  its  banks.  From  these  oil-works,  and 
from  the  towns  and  villages  by  which  it  flows,  large  quantities  of 
filth  are  poured  into  the  river.  In  the  temperate  season,  when  the 
river  is  free  from  ice,  these  impurities  are  oxidized  and  destroyed 
in  their  passage  down  the  stream.    But  in  winter,  when  the  river 
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is  frozen  over,  or  is  freezing,  they  collect  upon,  and  become  mixed 
with  the  ice,  there  to  remain  until  the  spring  freshets  carry  them 
away.  The  ice  is  usually  carried  past  this  point  in  large  cakes, 
carrying  the  impurities  with  it.  This  season  we  did  not  have  an 
ice  flood.  The  ice  was  almost  entirely  melted  befdre  its  arrival 
here,  the  impurities  locked  up  in  it  being  set  free  and  mingled  with 
the  water.  This  water  was  consumed  by  our  citizens,  and  the  dis- 
ease in  question  was  probably  the  consequence. 

There  are  several  reasons  for  believing  that  this  view  of  the 
causation  of  the  disease  is  correct. 

1.  It  prevailed  at  a  time  when  the  ice  was  coming  down  and 
melting  in  the  river. 

2.  It  prevailed  only  where  city  water  was  used.  Although  cases 
of  the  disease  occurred  in  portions  of  the  city  where  hydrant  water 
is  not  used,  yet  it  is  probable  that  in  these  cases  the  victims  of  the 
disease  frequented  the  populous  portions  of  the  city  and  drank 
hydrant-water. 

On  the  south  side,  where  the  Allegheny  River  water  is  not  used, 
the  disease  did  not  prevail. 

3.  All  those  portions  of  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  supplied  with 
hydrant-water  suffered  equally  from  the  disease. 

But  little  need  be  said  concerning  treatment.  The  disease  gene- 
rally yielded  readily  to  quietness,  anodynes,  and  astringents.  A 
proper  regulation  of  diet,  and  abstinence  from  hydrant  water,  were 
always  necessary,  and  in  many  cases  all  that  was  necessary.  Dr. 
T.  J.  Gallaher  speaks  highly  of  hypodermic  injections  of  morph. 
sulpb.  in  all  varieties  of  the  disease.  A  few  injections,  sometimes 
but  one,  usually  suflSced  to  give  permanent  relief.  Dr.  J.  M.  Batten, 
in  a  written  communication  on  the  same  subject,  corroborates  Dr. 
Snively's  views  as  to  the  origin  and  character  of  the  endemic,  and 
the  treatment  required. 

Typhoid  fever.  Dr.  B.  says,  was  more  prevalent  than  usual 
throughout  the  year,  with  a  greater  ratio  of  deaths  than  in  pre- 
ceding years. 

M.  0.  JONES,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BRADFORD  CODNH  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Bradford  County  Medical  Society, 
held  at  Towanda  in  May,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  report  to 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Society  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  county  during  the  past  year,  and  communications  on  the  sub- 
ject were  asked  for  from  all  the  members,  but  at  the  time  of  writ- 
ing, the  Chairman  finds  his  labors  exceedingly  abridged,  owmg  to 
the  failure  of  our  professional  brothers  to  furnish  us  with  any  ma- 
terial to  form  the  basis  of  our  report.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so 
little  interest  is  manifested  in  the  matter,  as  a  report  to  be  interest- 
ing and  useful  should  embody  communications  from  every  member 
of  a  society  and  from  all  parts  of  a  county,  but  our  lack  of  material 
may  in  part  be  attributed  to  the  absence  for  some  time  of  several 
of  our  most  prominent  members  on  other  important  business,  and  the 
committee  can  only  promise,  and  we  think  with  some  degree  of 
confidence,  that  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Society 
a  full  report  of  the  medical  statistics  of  Bradford  County  will  be 
submitted. 

Our  society  has  had  several  meetings  during  the  year  which  have 
been  well  attended,  and  were,  we  believe,  seasons  of  pleasure  and 
profit  to  all,  the  time  being  mostly  occupied  by  the  discussion  of 
various  subjects,  reading  original  contributions,  etc. 

Dr.  Moody  writes  there  has  been  but  little  in  his  locality  to  re- 
port, excepting  an  unusual  amount  of  sickness  during  the  year. 
Many  cases  of  dysentery  occurred  during  August  and  September, 
which,  with  but  one  exception,  that  of  a  man  aged  80,  yielded 
kindly  to  the  ordinary  remedies.  Intermittent  fever  and  diarrhoea 
were  prevalent  at  about  the  same  time,  but  of  a  mild  form.  Have 
had  two  cases  of  smallpox,  the  first  an  adult,  which  recovered,  the 
other  an  unborn  infant ;  the  mother  was  protected  by  vaccination. 
The  pustules  on  the  head  had  matured  and  were  exfoliated  during 
uterine  dilatation,  but  well-marked  pustules  were  observed  on  the 
trunk  and  extremities;  the  child  was  alive  up  to  within  an  hour  of 
birth,  was  well  developed,  weighing  nine  and  a  half  pounds.  I 
might  remark,  as  a  matter  of  interest,  that  the  mother  was  the  wife 
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of  the  other  smallpox  patient,  and  was  with  the  rest  of  the  family 
vaccinated  as  soon  as  the  case  was  diagnosed ;  although  most  of 
them  had  heen  previously  vaccinated,  the  virus  acted  well  the 
second  time  in  each  case. 

Have  operated  twice  for  strangulated  hernia  (inguinal).  The 
first  case  was  of  forty-eight  hours'  standing,  occurring  in  a  man 
68  years  old.  He  died  the  second  day  after  the  operation.  The 
other  was  of  twenty-four  hours'  duration,  occurring  in  a  boy  of  15. 
He  made  a  good  recovery  and  was  about  in  twenty-one  days.  Have 
had  five  cases  of  fractured  legs  and  arms,  all  of  which  did  well,  ex- 
cepting one,  where  I  found  it  necessary  to  amputate  on  account  of 
gangrene  following  a  compound  comminuted  fracture  of  the  humerus 
and  both  bones  of  the  forearm  near  the  elbow;  there  was  a  good 
recovery  with  a  fine  stump. 

My  midwifery  cases  have  been  without  interest,  except  the  one 
above  referred  to. 

L.  A.  JONES,  Chairman  of  Committee. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Hull  says : — 

Within  the  limits  of  my  practice,  during  the  past  year,  there  has 
been  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  less  of  sickness  than  during  the  previous 
year. 

The  prevalent  diseases  have  been,  pneumonia,  influenza,  catarrhal 
fever,  typho-malarial  fever,  and  neuralgia. 

A  peculiar  form  of  influenza,  following  closely  in  the  wake  of  the 
epizooty  or  equine  disease,  has  been  very  common.  It  attacks  all 
ages,  sexes,  and'  conditions,  in  some  instances  entire  families  were 
down  with  it  at  one  time.  It  was  sudden  in  its  onset,  and  seemed 
to  spend  its  force  on  the  Schneiderian  membrane  of  the  nasal  pas- 
sages, and  in  some  cases  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  pharynx, 
larynx,  and  air-passages  were  implicated.  The  mucous  tracts  in- 
volved seemed  to  be  in  an  extreme  state  of  irritation,  verging  on 
to  inflammation,  but  usually  stopping  short  of  it.  Aconite  gene- 
rally aborted  this  form  of  influenza  in  from  twenty-four  to  forty- 
eight  hours.  One  noticeable  feature  in  nearly  all  our  cases  has  been 
the  presence  of  well-marked  cerebro-spinal  symptoms.  In  some 
cases  of  pneumonia  the  attack  has  been  ushered  in  with  very  pro- 
minent symptoms  of  meningitis,  such  as  nausea  and  vomiting,  ob- 
stinate constipation,  severe  pain  in  the  head  and  spine,  delirium, 
rigidity  of  the  cervical  muscles,  opisthotonos,  pupillary  dilatation, 
and  vacant  stare. 

These  meningeal  symptoms  would  entirely  subside  after  a  few 
days,  leaving  a  case  of  simple  pneumonia  with  hepatized  lung. 
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These  cases  cannot  be  positively  diagnosed  early;  it  is  better  to  re- 
serve an  opinion  until  the  central  lesion  is  obvious.  Veratrum 
viride  controls  pneumonia  better  than  any  remedy  I  have  ever 
used.  Our  cases  of  neuralgia,  when  periodical,  have  usually  yielded 
to  the  sulphate  of  quinia;  when  not  periodical,  special  Dearalgic 
treatment  is  the  most  certain  remedy  in  use. 

Gelsemin  has  proved  nearly  a  specific  for  catarrhal  fever.  Sul- 
phate of  quinia  in  full  doses  has  aborted  some  cases  of  typho- 
malarial  fever,  especially  where  th^re  was  a  predominance  of  the 
malarial  character;  in  the  oases  where  it  has  failed,  the  typhoid 
condition  predominated.  When  this  mixed  fever  has  run  its  coarse 
the  expectant  plan  of  treatment  has  proved  the  most  satisfactory. 

Of  course  there  have  been  occasional  cases  of  other  diseases  be- 
sides those  specified,  as,  for  instance,  three  cases  of  oerebro-spintl 
meningitis,  all  of  which  proved  fatal.  I  can  recommend  do  care 
for  epidemic  meningitis.  There  are  some  remedies,  however,  which 
may  hasten  a  fatal  result,  and  should  be  avoided,  viz.,  the  use  of 
cold  applications  to  the  head  and  spine,  the  administration  of 
opiates  and  gelsemin  in  the  congestive  form,  although  they  may 
be  given  in  the  tetanoid  variety  with  advantage;  the  use  of  active 
cathartics,  especially  when  the  stomach  is  irritable,  and  there  are 
nausea  and  vomiting. 

Another  noticeable  feature  in  relation  to  pubjic  health  during  the 
past  year  is  the  remarkable  prevalence  of  headache :  scarcely  a  day 
has  passed  without  patients  presenting  themselves  for  treatment 
with  this  disorder. 

I  attribute  the  frequency  of  headache  to  some  specific  zymotic 
influence. 

Another  point  (a  lamentable  one  too)  is  the  frequency  of  abor- 
tions :  they  have  exceeded  natural  labors  at  least  two  to  one,  but  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  how  many  of  them  were  voluntary. 

I  annex  a  tabular  statement  of  fatal  cases : — 

DrsBASBs.  No.  of  (ktol 

^erebro-spinal  meningitis 3 

'oBt-partum  hemorrhage 1 

imboliBm 1 

leemoptjsis •        .  1 

Anasarca :  1 

PhthiHid  pnlmonalis 1 

.  Pulmonary  abscess 1 

Psendo-membranons  cronp 1 

Mage 1 

Total 11 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COLUMBIA  AND  MONTOUR  COUNTY  MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 


It  has  become  my  duty  to  report  to  the  State  Medical  Society  the 
condition  and  progress  of  the  Columbia  and  Montour  County  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  the  advances  which  we  are  making  with  our  present 
knowledge  and  appliances  of  therapeutics  in  relieving  "  the  ills  to 
which  all  flesh  is  heir  I"  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  announce 
that  the  Society  is  still  increasing  in  number  of  members,  and  also 
retains  that  glowitig  spark  of  interest  among  its  members  to  acquaint 
themselves  with  the  progress  of  the  profession  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  to  post  themselves  with  the  advances  made  in  the  art  of  medi- 
cine, BO  that  they  may  become  skilful  physicians.  Permit  me  to 
add,  that  the  attendance  at  the  past  few  meetings  was  not  as  full 
as  it  should  have  been ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  attendance  will  be 
better  in  the  future,  for  where  the  meetings  are  properly  attended 
and  conducted,  the  benefit  derived  from  them  cannot  be  overesti- 
mated, especially  to  the  younger  members  of  the  profession.  For 
here  it  is  we  have  the  interchange  of  opinion,  the  discussions  and 
disclosures  upon  new  subjects.  Another  great  good  to  be  derived, 
where  brotherly  feelings  are  maintained  towards  each  other,  will  be 
to  exterminate  that  old  bone  of  contention  (jealousy)  which  has 
ever  existed  among  the  medical  profession. 

The  health  of  Montour  County,  for  the  past  year,  has  been  very 
good,  and  remarkably  free  from  all  epidemic  diseases.  That  part 
of  the  county  situated  along  the  north  branch  of  the  Susquehanna 
River,  and  lower  parts  of  Danville,  was  visited  to  some  extent  by . 
malarial  fever,  but  not  as  severely  as  the  previous  year ;  the  cases 
were  generally  easily  controlled  by  prompt  and  proper  treatment. 

Last  summer,  being  unusually  warm,  perhaps  the  hottest  season 
for  many  years,  brought  with  it,  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  cholera  infantum,  which  proved 
fetal  to  many  of  the  young  children  of  our  town.  During  the 
winter  and  spring  there  was  an  unusual  number  of  cases  of  ery- 
sipelas and  pneumonia.    As  my  friend  Dr.  Snyder  has  reported  in 
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his  letter  several  cases  in  full,  I  will  not  give  the  details  of  any 
particular  case.  The  several  papers  handed  to  me  for  the  report 
contain  nothing  about  cerebro-spinal  meningitis ;  as  I  had  a  case 
occurring  in  my  practice  about  the  first  of  May,  I  will  give  a  short 
history  of  it. 

J.  H.  W.,  aged  32,  laborer,  had  been  complaining  for  two  or  three 
days  with  a  dull  aching  pain  in  his  head,  was  still  able  to  woik, 
when  he  was  suddenly  taken  with  a  severe  pain  in  his  head  and 
back,  with  vomiting;  had  to  be  carried  home.  I  found  him,  three 
hours  afterwards,  suffeiing  from  intense  pain  in  the  head,  which 
was  very  much  drawn  back,  and  the  muscles  of  the  back  of  the 
neck  very  rigid,  with  marked  twitching  of  the  muscles  of  the  upper 
and  lower  extremities  ;  pulse  65,  but  strong,  with  restlessness  and 
some  mental  confusion. 

Treatment. — From  what  I  could  learn,  his  bowels  were  costive; 
I  ordered  him  a  dose  of  calomel,  to  be  followed  in  four  hours  by  a 
bottle  of  liq.  magnes.  cit. ;  for  the  contraction  of  the  muscles  and 
nervous  twitching,  hyoscyamus  and  valerian,  with  cold  water  and 
ice  to  the  head  and  one-third  down  the  spine ;  lime-water  and  crea- 
sote  for  the  vomiting.  Saw  him  next  day ;  bowels  had  been  moved; 
symptoms  about  the  same,  except  the  vomiting,  which  had  ceased; 
continued  the  hyoscyamus  and  valerian,  with  the  addition  of  spts. 
ammoniae  arom.,  for  three  days,  without  any  effect ;  I  then  ga?e 
quinia  and  morphia  in  large  doses  with  very  good  results,  and  m 
48  hours  there  was  marked  relief  in  all  the  symptoms,  after  which 
I  continued  the  quinia  and  morphia  in  small  doses,  under  which  he 
made  a  good  recovery,  being  able  to  walk  about  in  fourteen  days 
from  the  first  attack.  The  cutaneous  eruption  was  very  slight ;  the 
most  marked  symptoms  were  the  persistent  pain  in  the  head,  a  pre- 
tematurally  slow  pulse  (which  remained  from  56  to  60  for  two 
days),  and  cutaneous  hypersesthesia. 
Dr.  R.  S.  Simington,  of  Danville,  reports  the  following: — 
There  has  been  the  usual  amount  of  surgical  cases  in  his  practice 
during  the  year ;  he  describes  only  one  case.  John  McC,  age  30, 
an  engineer,  received  a  railroad  injury  Jan.  6 ;  crushing  of  the  left 
foot  and  leg ;  the  metatarsal  bones  of  the  foot,  tibia,  and  fibula  frac- 
tured, extending  to  middle  third,  with  some  laceration  of  the  foot, 
and  considerable  hemorrhage.  His  constitution  being  good,  and  the 
weather  cold,  it  was  determined  to  try  to  save  the  leg.  Sodae  sulph., 
tinct.  amicae,  tinct.  opii,  and  cold  water  were  applied  to  the  foot 
On  the  eighth  day  erysipelas  started  in  the  foot,  and  in  a  few  hours 
extended  to  the  knee;  sodse  sulph.,  slippery  elm,  and  cranberries 
were  used  externally ;  iron,  quinine,  and  opium  internally,  which 
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promptly  arrested  the  erysipelas.  There  was  entire  destruction  of 
the  cuticle  to  the  knee ;  calamine  cerate  was  used  until  well.  The 
leg  was  kept  in  position  as  well  as  possible  without  splints,  on  a 
cushion  placed  upon  a  swinging  board.  The  only  deformity  is  a 
slight  one  of  the  metatarsal  bones  of  the  foot ;  a  small  opening  on 
the  instep  still  remains  unhealed.  Pleurisy  set  in  about  the  fifbh 
week  and  produced  great  prostration,  but  yielded  readily  to  the 
nsual  treatment.  He  is  now  in  good  health  and  able  to  bear  his 
weight  upon  his  foot. 

He  also  reports  an  unusual  number  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever 
and  erysipelas  during  the  year,  but  none  proved  fatal. 
Dr.  S.  M.  Snyder,  of  Danville,  writes  as  follows : — 
During  the  year  1872  nothing  of  great  importance  occurred  in 
my  practice,  although  it  was  neither  meagre  in  its  extent,  nor  want- 
ing in  cases  of  interest.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  I  attended 
more  cases  than  usual  of  erysipelas  and  pneumonia ;  of  the  former 
I  lost  one,  a  child  about  four  months  old ;  and  of  the  latter,  two 
cases,  one  an  old  lady  about  80,  the  other  a  man  of  about  40  years. 
The  nature  of  the  cases  was  not  more  malignant  than  common.  In 
pneumonia  I  found  four  or  five  cases  peculiarly  aflTected  by  opium. 
As  is  my  practice  in  an  ordinary  case  of  pneumonia  in  the  first 
stage  of  the  disease,  I  administered  Dover's  powder  and  nitrate  of 
potassa.  But  in  these  cases,  instead  of  allaying  restlessness  and 
pain,  this  produced  the  opposite,  insomnia,  delirium,  hallucination, 
and  consequently  an  aggravation  of  the  disease.  At  first  I  was 
somewhat  puzzled,  but  suspecting  this  state  of  the  system  to  be  due 
to  the  effects  of  the  medicine,  from  the  size  of  the  pupil,  I  discontinued 
it,  and  stimulants  were  freely  given,  with  ice  to  the  head,  blisters  to 
the  nape  of  the  neck  and  chest.  In  a  very  short  time  all  these 
symptoms  disappeared,  and  the  cases  thus  affected  convalesced  in 
due  time.  Some  of  the  cases  of  erysipelas  were  treated  locally  witb 
acetate  of  lead  and  laudanum,  and  others  with  mashed  cranberries. 
The  first  case  on  which  I  tried  the  cranberries  was  a  little  boy.  The 
disease  had  been  ushered  in  by  the  usual  symptoms.  I  was  only 
called  when  the  fever  became  so  intense  as  to  cause  convulsions. 
In  examining  him  I  took  hold  of  his  leg,  when  I  was  cautioned 
"  don't  touch  it,  for  he  has  a  sore  leg ;"  I  then  more  thoroughly 
examined  it,  and  found  the  sore  to  be  erysipelas.  The  acetate  of 
lead  and  laudanum  seemed  to  have  no  control  over  it ;  it  rapidly 
extended  towards  the  body.  Some  one  came  in  one  day,  and  as 
they  generally  do,  suggested  something  which  such  and  such  a  one 
had  used  and  found  to  be  beneficial,  namely,  cranberries ;  forthwitb 
they  were  sent  for.    Whether  it  was  due  to  them  or  the  conjoined 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


132  BEPOBT    OF    THE 

effects  of  internal  remedies,  the  case  soon  got  better.  Since  then, 
I  have  used  them  often,  wherever  I  could  get  them,  with  apparent 
good  results.  They  were  not  used  in  the  following  case,  as  they 
could  not  be  obtained.  In  this  case  the  disease  commenced  in  the 
face,  and  extended  over  the  head  and  downward  over  the  body  and 
extremities.  When  it  reached  the  shoulder  of  one  side  it  leaped 
from  that  place  to  the  back  of  the  hand  of  the  same  side.  When 
it  arrived  at  the  genital  organs  the  parts  sloughed,  and  the  child 
after  about  three  weeks'  illness  became  exhausted  and  died.  It  was 
the  most  obstinate  case,  and,  I  think,  the  only  fatal  case  of  ery- 
sipelas that  ever  occurred  in  my  practice.  Last  summer  there  wm 
somewhat  less  intermittent  fever  than  the  two  preceding  years, 
although  it  was  quite  prevalent.  The  obvious  cause,  in  my  judg- 
ment, was  the  want  of  inundation  of  the  lower  lands  in  the  spring. 
There  were  some  quite  obstinate  cases,  but  generally  3rielded  to 
quinine  with  aromatic  sulphuric  acid.  Such  cases  were  best  treated 
by  a  change  of  residence  to  a  non-malarial  region,  in  conjunction 
with  the  quinine. 

Cholera  infantum  prevailed  as  usual  in  the  hot  part  of  the  sum- 
mer. The  mortality  in  my  practice  was  less  than  in  any  previons 
year ;  I  account  for  this  partly  from  the  nature  of  the  cases,  and 
partly  from  the  treatment.  A  great  many  of  the  cases  which  I  lost 
in  previous  years,  occurred  among  those  who  were  very  ignorant  and 
negligent,  consequently,  a  physician  was  often  sent  for  when  the 
child  was  in  articulo  mortis.  In  the  medicinal  treatment,  I  found 
benefit  from  chalk  mixture,  krameria,  opium,  quinine,  turpentine, 
and  bismuth.  Scarlatina  prevailed  somewhat,  but  not  as  an  epi- 
demic. Some  cases  were  severe  and  others  were  not ;  I  tried  the 
ice  and  cold  water  with  variable  results,  in  some  with  high  fever  it 
gave  relief  and  quieted  restlessness,  but  did  not  prevent  that  mor- 
tality in  my  practice  claimed  for  it. 

In  surgical  practice  I  had  one  amputation  of  the  leg,  half  way 
between  the  ankle  and  knee ;  one  compound  comminuted  fracture 
of  leg,  a  rhinoplastio  operation,  and  several  simple  fractures.  In 
the  treatment  of  fractures  of  the  lower  extremities,  I  can  not  give 
too  much  praise  to  a  plan  which  I  have  seen  described  in  some 
medical  journal,  on  the  manner  of  changing  the  bedding,  resting 
the  patient,  and  preventing  bed  sores.  The  plan  is  to  take  two 
pieces  of  wood,  say  six  and  a  half  feet  long,  one  inch  thick,  two 
and  a  half  inches  wide ;  also  eight  short  pieces,  each  about  two 
feet  three  inches  long,  three  inches  wide,  and  made  from  half  inch 
board.  Place  the  short  pieces  at  right  angles  to  the  body  or  across 
the  bed,  one  under  each  of  the  following  places,  the  heels,  calTes, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


COI<UMBIA   AND    MONTOUR    COUNTY    MEDICAL   SOCIETY.      133 

tiiighs,  buttocks,  loins,  shoulders,  neck,  and  head ;  then  place  the 

long  pieces  under  the  ends  of  these  short  pieces,  and  parallel  to 

the  body.    If  thought  necessary,  holes  can  be  made  in  the  ends  of 

the  rods  which  pass  under  the  heels  and  head,  and  also  in  the  long 

pieces  where  these  short  pieces  rest  on  them  for  pins,  in  order  that 

'when  the  patient  is  raised,  the  sides  or  long  pieces  may  not  be 

prilled  out  and  the  patient  let  fall.    When  all  is  ready,  four  persons 

take  hold,  one  at  each  corner,  and  the  patient  can  be  carried  or  put 

wherever  desired,  without  difflcufty  or  pain  ;  I  mostly  rest  him  on 

the  tops  of  four  chairs  so  placed  that  each  receives  one  corner  of 

the  frame.    The  patient  can  be  left  in  this  position  as  long  as  may 

be  necessary,  with  decided  benefit. 

During  the  year  I  attended  one  hundred  and  four  obstetrical 
cases,  and  of  these  I  have  the  following  record : — 

Number  of  deliveries 104 

"        «     single  births    .  ' 102 

"        "     twin 2 

104 

*'        "     children  bom  alive 102 

**        '*     stillborn  children 4 

"        **     vertex  presentations        ....     100 

«•        "     breech 3 

<(        **     body  and  arm 2 

«        "     face .1 

106 

**        **     natural  deliveries    .        .        .        .        .88 
*'        **     instrumental  cases  (forceps)    ...      13 

"        "     version  pedalio 3 

•*        "     version  cephalic 1 

Deliveries  (blunt  hook) 1 

106 

The  stillborn  were  from  various  causes,  one  from  too  long  de- 
lay before  the  forceps  were  used — not  in  my  own  practice;  one 
where  an  old  midwife  had  been  employed,  there  being  a  cross  birth, 
and  1  was  not  sent  for  until  the  child  was  forced  down  with  an  arm 
in  the  vagina  by  an  irritated  uterus  and  an  unyielding  os.  One 
where  the  child's  head  was  born  for  some  time  before  my  arrival, 
and  the  other  a  breech  presentation  in  a  primipara  of  short,  thick 
build,  and  with  an  unyielding  os  uteri  and  perineum. 

The  case  was  delivered  after  long  waiting  by  the  blunt  hook, 
with  a  good  deal  of  traction.  The  mother  had  a  good  getting  up 
in  time,  but  the  child  was  stillborn.  Several  of  the  children  born 
VOL.  X.  10 
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alive  lived  only  a  few  days  after  birth,  from  being  bom  prematurely 
or  unhealthy.  All  the  children  which  were  delivered  with  the  for- 
ceps, excepting  two,  these  not  occurring  in  my  own  practice,  were 
born  alive.  I  cannot  too  earnestly  recommend  the  early  use  of 
the  forceps  in  tedious  or  difficult  labors,  both  for  the  welfare  of  the 
mother  and  of  the  child.  The  indications  that  have  guided  me  were 
inertik  of  the  uterus,  want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  pa- 
tient, irregular  and  abnormal  pains,  and  large  head;  when  tiiere 
were  natural  and  strong  bearing-down  pains,  assisted  by  the  patient 
after  a  reasonable  length  of  time  had  elapsed,  say  for  some  cases 
one  or  two  hours,  and  for  others  more  or  less. 

The  case  of  face  presentation  occurred  in  a  multipara  with  large 
pelvis,  full  dilated  or  dilatable  os  ;  I  had  charge  of  the  case  before 
the  membranes  were  ruptured.  Kecognizing  the  presentation  by 
the  nose,  eyes,  and  mouth,  I  passed  up  my  entire  right  hand,  seized 
the  occiput,  and  by  the  other  hand  externally  converted  it  into  a 
vertex  presentation.  A  dose  of  fluid  extract  of  ergot,  and  three  or 
four  strong  pains,  brought  into  the  world  a  well-developed  eleven- 
pound  child. 

During  the  year  I  was  more  than  ordinarily  fortunate  with  my 
obstetrical  cases,  not  losing  one^  although  I  had  quite  a  number  of 
very  severe  cases  of  puerperal  fever.  By  puerperal  fever  I  mean 
those  cases  in  which  the  uterus,  the  peritoneum,  or  peri-uterine 
tissues  were  the  seat  of  inflammation  and  cause  of  feyer.  My 
method  of  treatment  has  not  been  by  the  lancet,  although  I  believe 
in  it,  but  by  quinine,  opium,  and  verat.  viride,  as  I  have  seen  de- 
scribed somewhere.  These  cases  are  generally  ushered  in  with 
a  chill,  although  it  may  be  but  very  slight,  or  hardly  noticeable; 
then  follows,  if  not  already  existing,  pain  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  abdomen;  if  in  the  uterus,  it  is  made  plain  by  firm  strong  pres- 
sure over  that  part  of  the  body,  but  if  in  the  peritoneum  the  pain  is 
intensified  by  the  ends  of  the  fingers  lightly  applied ;  high  fever, 
pain  in  the  head,  and  a  rapid  pulse,  from  112  to  150  per  minute. 
To  reduce  or  subdue  this  fever  and  relieve  pain  I  order  the  follow- 
ing: R — Vini  opii,  tinct.  verat.  virid.,  aa  f5ij.  M.  S.  from  5  to  30 
drops  every  hour,  or  every  2,  3,  or  4  hours.  . 

The  following  directions  or  instructions,  I  also  demand  of  the 
nurse  to  follow,  and  do  so  intelligently.  I  get  her  to  time  tlie 
pulse,  when  this  is  down,  the  rest  is  easy.  At  first  give  5  drops; 
at  the  end  of  one  hour  if  there  is  no  change  in  the  pulse,  fever,  or 
pain,  give  10  drops ;  at  the  end  of  another  hour  increase  the  dose  to 
15  drops,  if  the  pulse  has  not  come  down  or  pain  abated.  Gene- 
rally, three  or  four  such  doses  decidedly  affects  the  pulse,  lowers 
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the  temperature,  and  relieves  the  pain.  Seldom  or  ever  have  I  to 
give  more  than  20  or  25  drops  for  a  dose.  When  the  pulse  is  re- 
dilced  to  100  or  under,  the  doses  are  to  be  maintained  or  lessened 
as  may  be  necessary,  and  the  time  lengthened  between  them.  At 
this  stage  I  order  the  quinine  to  be  commenced  in  about  two  grain 
doses  every  hour,  or  two  hours,  and  to  be  continued  until  it  pro- 
duces a  strong  impression  on  the  nervous  system,  as  hardness  of 
hearing,  roaring  in  the  head,  etc.  I  also  order  pounded  ice  for  the 
head,  warm  fomentations  over  the  abdomen,  and  fly-blister  to  nape 
of  neck.  These  medicines  and  applications  are  to  be  continued  as 
long  as  they  may  be  found  necessary,  or  until  the  patient  has  con- 
valesced. With  these  means  I  have  treated  quite  a  number  of  very 
severe  cases,  and  the  result  has  been  all  I  could  ask  or  wish.  I  do 
not  believe,  however,  that  they  are  to  supersede  the  lancet,  or  that 
they  will  prevent  death,  if  the  case  has  been  too  long  neglected,  or 
the  remedies  are  not  used  sufficiently  soon.  The  cases  on  which  I 
used  them  were  treated  right  away,  or  within  twenty-four  to  forty- 
eight  hours  after  the  onset  of  the  disease,  and  it  is  to  this  that  I  at- 
tribute the  success  in  their  use.  If  these  cases  are  let  go  too  long, 
there  are  very  few,  in  my  judgment,  that  will  survive. 

J.  D.  MANSTELLER, 

Chdirman  of  Committee, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CRAWFORD  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIEn. 


During  the  past  year  the  eastern  portion  of  Crawford  Coontj 
has  been  unusually  free  from  the  prevalence  of  zymotic  disease. 
Scarlatina,  which  had  been  generally  prevalent  during  the  previous 
year,  had  almost  entirely  disappeared,  and  manifested  its  prevalence 
only  by  occasional  sporadic  cases  of  mild  type.  I  am  unaware  of 
the  occurrence  of  variola  in  any  portion  of  eastern  Crawford  since 
the  last  report.  Rubeola,  pertussis,  and  cynanche  parotidea  have 
manifested  themselves  only  in  occasional  and  scattered  cases,  and 
the  year  has  been  characterized  as  one  of  singular  freedom  from  the 
presence  of  all  contagious  diseases.  Dysentery  has  been  almost 
unknown,  and  diarrhoea,  together  with  the  summer  bowel  complaints 
of  teething  infants,*  have  been  less  numerous  and  milder  in  form  than 
usual. 

Owing  to  special  local  causes,  the  town  in  which  I  reside  (Titus- 
ville)  suffered  during  the  summer  and  autumn  from  a  continued 
malarial  fever,  which  was  epidemic  within  certain  limits.  The  ex- 
tensive and  rapidly  pushed  internal  improvements,  viz.,  drainage 
and  filling  up  of  low  grounds,  laying  of  sewer,  water,  and  gas  pipes, 
and  digging  of  numerous  cellars  for  new  buildings,  together  with 
the  grading  and  paving  of  streets,  had  turned  up  and  exposed  to 
an  unusually  high  degree  of  summer  heat  a  very  large  amount  of 
new  soil,  which  had  been  saturated  with  the  accumulations  for 
several  years  of  cesspools,  latrines,  and  surface  drains.  There  re- 
sulted an  endemic  malaria,  which  gave  rise  to  a  form  of  typho- 
malarial  fever,  severe  in  its  grade,  protracted  in  duration,  and, 
within  the  city  limits,  almost  universal  in  its  prevalence.  This 
disease,  as  it  came  under  my  own  observation,  appeared  to  attack 
males  in  preference  to  females ;  persons  whose  occupations  were  in 
the  open  air,  in  preference  to  those  of  sedentary  habits.  Recovery 
occurred  in  many  cases  which  fell  under  my  observation,  and  in  but 
very  few  cases  was  the  disease  followed  by  sequelae  or  complicated 
by  congestions.  In  the  few  cases  in  which  sequelae  ensued  these  took 
the  form  of  congestion  of  the  lungs  and  pneumonia.    Resolution 
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enjsued  in  all  of  these  cases  except  one,  a  hospital  patient,  who  died 
of  pneumonia,  which  set  in  as  a  sequelae  to  this  fever.  With  the 
fall  frosts  this  disease  disappeared  from  our  midst.  Enteric  or  ty- 
phoid fever  prevailed  throughout  this  section  of  the  county  during 
the  later  summer  and  fall  months.  This  being  the  endemic  fever  of 
the  season  we  always  expect  and  are  never  disappointed  by  its  non- 
appearance. It  was  not  more  than  usually  prevalent  or  of  a  severer 
grade  than  usual  during  the  past  season. 

During  the  long  and  severe  winter,  through  which  we  have  just 
passed,  the  usual  winter   diseases,  although  less  prevalent  than 
commoD,  have  not  been  wanting  in  our  midst.    There  have  been 
occasional  cases  of  diphtheria,  membranous  croup,  pneumonia,  acute 
bronchitis,  etc.,  but  these  diseases  were  at  no  time  generally  preva- 
lent.   In  the  latter  portion  of  January,  a  slight  thaw  set  in  lasting  but 
three  or  four  days,  and  rapidly  melting  the  large  body  of  snow  which 
bad  covered  the  country  since  the  11th  of  November.    Although 
promptly  checked  by  severe  cold  it  gave  rise  to  an  epidemic  of  acute 
catarrh,  which  was  very  severe  in  its  character  and  was  of  several 
weeks'  duration.    It  was  characterized  by  general  muscular  sore- 
ness, stiffness  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  and  pain  in  the  back  of 
the  neck ;  severe  frontal  headache,  active  catarrhal  inflammation  of 
the  nasal,  pharyngeal,  and  laryngeal  mucous  membranes,  sometimes 
extending  to  the  larger  bronchi,  and  in  all  cases  accompanied  by  a 
harrassing  and  obstinate  pharyngeal  cough.     It  was  usually  ushered 
in  by  a  severe  chill,  and  for  the  first  few  days  the  febrile  excitement 
was  severe.    It  attacked  all  ages  and  conditions.    Was  sometimes 
accompanied  by  spasmodic  croup  in  young  subjects,  and  was  in 
one  instance  under  my  observation  accompanied  by  acute  laryngitis 
followed  by  oedema  of  the  glottis  and  vocal  cords  in  an  adult.    The 
fever  was  usuall}'  periodic  in  its  form  after  the  first  twenty-four 
hours,  and  j'ielded  readily  to  anti-periodics.    The  catarrhal  flux 
was  exceptive,  but  readily  gave  way  when  the  age  of  the  patient 
permitted  the  use  of  remedies  by  means  of  the  nasal  douche;  warm 
saline  and  carbolic  acid  washes  proving  sufiScient  in  my  hands  to 
arrest  it,  and  with  it  disappeared  the  harrassing  cough  which  seemed 
to  be  owing  entirely  to  the  acridity  of  the  discharge. 

Catarrhal  aflfections  of  every  description  are  endemic  in  this  sec- 
tion. Acute  cataiTh  is  frequent  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and 
chronic  catarrh  is  veiy  general.  But  this  is  the  first  violent  epi- 
demic which  has  occurred  since  my  residence  in  the  county. 

I  have  here  given  a  brief  r6sumi  of  the  prevalence  of  disease  in 
eastern  Crawford,  and  in  conclusion  will  simply  state  that  the  year 
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has,  on  the  whole,  been  more  than  usually  healthy,  and  the  wiDter 
in  particular  specially  free  from  the  presence  of  sickness. 

By  resolution  of  the  Society  I  append  a  brief  obituary  of  S.  S. 
Bates,  M.D.,  lately  deceased,  from  the  able  pen  of  T.  Fletcher 
Oakes,  M.D.,  of  Titusville. 

WM.  VARIAN,  M.D. 


8.  S.  BATES,  M.D.     1802—1873. 

Mr.  President  J  and  Oentlemen  of  the  Crawford  County  Medical 
Society : — 

I  HAVE  come  here  to-night,  at  the  request  of  my  medical  brethren 
of  Titusville,  to  perform  the  melancholy  duty  of  paying  a  tribute 
of  affectionate  regard  to  the  memory  of  one  whose  virtues  as  a  man 
and  a  citizen  were  not  less  eminent  than  his  great  abilities  as  a  phy- 
sician, and  one  who,  in  the  closing  scenes  of  liis  life,  showed  himself 
by  his  fortitude  and  submission,  to  be  an  enlightened  philosopher. 
I  refer  to  our  late  associate.  Dr.  S.  S.  Bates,  who  departed  this  life 
March  12th,  1873,  in  the  seventy-first  year  of  his  age,  at  his  home- 
stead in  Oil  Creek  township. 

"  Dr.  Bates  was  a  native  of  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.  He  studied 
medicine  in  Buffalo,  and  first  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Meadville,  removing  to  Oil  Creek  townsliip  in  1845,  where 
he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  During  the  war  he  filled  the 
position  of  Medical  Examiner  by  appointment  of  Gov.  Curtin,and 
subsequently  visited  tlie  army  in  the  same  official  capacity.  In 
1862  he  was  chosen  to  the  Legislature  from  Crawford  and  Warren 
counties,  and  but  for  his  earnest  advocacy  of  the  proposed  new 
county  would  probably  have  been  re-elected.  He  resided  upon  hifl 
farm,  a  little  north  of  the  city,  but  until  a  few  months  past  he  was 
almost  a  daily  visitor  here,  and  was  generally  known  in  the  com- 
munity. He  retired  from  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  several 
3'ears  ago,  to  devote  himself  to  petroleum  development  on  his  own 
farm.  About  Xwo  years  ago  he  engaged  in  silver  mining  at  George- 
town, Colorado,  and  made  a  visit  of  inspection  to  the  mines,  and 
wrote  several  interesting  and  instructive  letters  for  publication 
from  that  locality." 

Dr.  Bates  was  esteemed,  by  those  who  knew  him  best,  to  be  a 
high-minded  gentleman.  For  more  than  forty  years  he  had  been  a 
skilful  practitioner,  and  although  he  had  retired  from  active  practice 
for  some  time  immediately  preceding  his  death,  his  sympathies  were 
with  the  profession,  and  he  was  always  deeply  interested  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  medical  science. 

We  shall  never  again  listen  to  his  familiar  voice,  never  again  be 
edified  and  instructed  by  the  accuracy  of  his  information,  the  clear- 
ness of  his  perception,  and  the  logical  precision  of  his  reasoning, 
for  these  he  always  displayed  to  a  remarkable  degree  when  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  discussions  of  this  Society. 
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One  of  the  most  charming  traits  of  character  manifested  by  our 
departed  friend,  was  that  he  always  displayed  the  greatest  good 
humor  in  the  discussion  of  any  question  in  this  body.  His  great 
object  seemed  to  be  to  get  at  the  truth.  He  cared  nothing  for 
victory  in  debate  so  long  as  truth  could  be  attained.  There  are 
some  here  who  have^  perhaps,  in  discussion  been  discomfited  by  his 
pungent  and  forcible  criticisms,  and  yet  there  arc  none  of  us  who  ever 
entertained  any  other  feelings  toward  him  than  a  high  regard  for 
his  nobility  of  soul,  his  great  abilities,  and  his  honest  sincerity. 
Endeared  to  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  relatives  by  the  strength- 
ened ties,  and  the  sweetest  amenities  of  life,  he  was  possessed  of 
marked  social  qualities  which  readily  recur  to  the  minds  of  those 
who  knew  him. 

In  the  hearts  and  homes  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, and  in  the  memories  of  the  members  of  the  Crawford  County 
Medical  Societj',  will  the  name  and  virtues  of  Dr.  S.  S.  Bates  be 
held  in  fond  remembrance  and  respect. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Titusville  members  of  the  Crawford  County 
Medical  Society,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted : — 

Whereas,  We  are  called  upon  to  mourn  the  decease  of  S.  S.Bates, 
M.D.,  who  by  a  dispensation  of  Providence  has  been  removed  from 
our  midst ;  therefore, 

Besoloed^  That  in  Dr.  Bates  the  profession  has  lost  a  man  of  great 
moral  and  professional  integrity,  an  earnest  supporter,  an  upright 
and  intelligent  practitioner. 

Beaolved^  That  the  community  have  met  with  a  severe  loss  in  the 
decease  of  one  who  for  over  forty  years  has  ministered  to  their 
wants  with  skill  and  patience,  and  who  by  his  kindness  and  sym- 
pathy has  endeared  himself  to  all  who  knew  him. 

Besolved^  That  the  Crawford  County  Medical  Society  has  lost  an 
active  and  earnest  member,  a  man  who,  from  its  first  foundation, 
has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  its  success  and  contributed  more  thatt 
any  other  to  its  support  and  advancement. 

Besoloed^  That  ever  anxious  to  maintain  the  honor  and  dignity 
of  his  profession,  and  honorable  in  his  intercourse  with  his  pro- 
fessional brethren,  the  Doctor  has  at  the  close  of  a  long  and  useful 
life  left  an  example  worthy  the  imitation  of  all  medical  men. 

Resolvedj  That  we  tender  our  sincere  sympathy  to  the  members 
of  his  bereaved  family,  and  that  we  attend  his  funeral  in  a  body. 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the 
family,  and  also  furnished  to  the  papers  for  publication. 

WM.  VARIAN, 
GEO.  0.  MOODY, 
M.  C.  DUNIOAN. 

Committee, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND  CODNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


This  is  purely  an  agricultural  county,  unsurpassed  in  the  beauty 
of  its  natural  scenery  and  the  fertility  of  its  soil.  Bounded  north 
and  south  by  mountains,  on  the  east  by  the  Susquehanna,  it  unites 
with  Jranklin  County  on  the  west  in  forming  Cumberland  Valley 
proper,  which  averages  a  breadth  of  twelve  to  fifteen  miles,  and  ex- 
tends from  the  Susquehanna  through  southern  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  to  the  Potomac,  but  which  is  traced  by  the  geologist  from 
its  origin  in  Connecticut  down  into  Georgia.  Owing  to  its  salu- 
briousness,  Cumberland  Valley  is  much  sought  after  in  the  summer 
months  by  the  invalid  and  others  who  leave  the  crowded  city  to  seek 
the  cool,  refreshing  air  at  some  of  our  well-conducted  mountain 
houses. 

Carlisle,  our  county-seat,  containing  about  6000  inhabitants,  is 
situated  in  the  midst  of  the  valley.  Here  is  located  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  institutions  of  learning  in  the  country — Dickinson 
College. 

Mechanlcsburg,  ten  miles  east  of  Carlisle,  contains  about  2000 
inhabitants,  and  is  the  seat  of  two  well-regulated  institutions  of 
learning — Irving  Female  College  and  Cumberland  Valley  Institute. 

Newville,  the  same  distance  west,  has  a  population  of  2000,  and 
Shippensburg,  an  enterprising  place  twenty  miles  west,  the  seat  of 
the  new  -State  Normal  School,  contains  some  3000  souls.  The 
entire  population  of  Cumberland  County  is  nearly  45,000.  There 
are  about  seventy  doctors  in  the  county — including  quacks. 

The  past  year  has  been  an  unusually  healthful  one  for  our  people. 
With  the  exception  of  smallpox  we  have  had  no  epidemic.  About 
eighteen  months  ago  a  case  of  smallpox  was  imported  from  Phila- 
delphia by  a  country  merchant  residing  six  miles  west  of  Carlisle. 
From  this  point,  as  a  centre,  the  disease  spread  east  and  west 
throughout  the  county,  confining  itself  chiefly  to  Carlisle,  where  it 
fixed  itself  for  about  one  year.  Not  until  strict  sanitary  measures 
were  adopted  and  enforced  (including  vaccination)  did  the  disease 
subside.    At  the  present  time  not  a  case  exists  in  the  county.     In 
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the  absence  of  specific  data  I  am  unable  to  give  the  total  number  of 
cases  with  the  ratio  of  deaths. 

Scarlet  fever  has  been  of  a  mild  type.  A  few  weeks  ago  a  spo" 
radio  case  appeared  in  my  practice  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  the 
youngest  of  which  was  only  sixteen  months  old.  The  only  peculi- 
arity to  speak  of  was  that  all  were  attacked  by  the  disease  except  a 
boy,  two  and  a  half  years  of  age,  who  remained  exempt,  although 
constantly  with  the  other  children.  No  other  cases  were  in  the 
neighborhood  then  nor  since.  But,  at  the  same  time,  within  a  dis- 
tance of  a  mile,  two  families  were  attacked  severely  by  diphtheria, 
again  convincing  me  of  an  identity  of  cause  in  the  blood-poison  of 
scarlatina  and  diphtheria.  One  of  the  cases  of  the  latter  disease,  a 
girl  aged  nine  years,  is  now  convalescent  but  suffers  from  partial 
paralysis  of  the  organs  of  speech,  the  articulation  in  many  words 
being  unintelligible.  I  confess  to  a  sad  experience  in  purely  laryn- 
geal cases  of  diphtheria.  These,  in  this  section  of  country,  being 
invariably  asthenic  in  type;  the  "ice  treatment,"  in  my  hands,  has 
been  of  little  avail  beyond  palliation  and  adding  to  the  comfort  of 
the  unfortunate  sufferer.  I  now  rely  on  a  tonic  and  supporting 
treatment  in  these  cases.  The  medicines  I  use  are  iron,  potassa,  and 
quinia.  For  diet  I  give  milk,  cream,  eggs,  and  beef-tea  to  the  ex- 
tent equal  to  digestion,  not  forgetting  stimulants  at  the  proper  time. 
Externally  T  have  derived  most  benefit  from  heat  and  moisture. 
Caustics  are  of  doubtful  utility  and  often  do  positive  harm.  To 
remove  the  deposit,  either  by  caustics  or  force,  is  like  removing  a 
scab  before  nature  is  ready.  Steam  inhalations  from  the  spout  of 
a  tea-pot,  either  of  water  or  of  caustic  lime,  often  have  a  happy 
effect.  Later  in  the  disease,  when  resolution  is  taking  place  and 
the  discharge  is  fetid,  carbolic  acid  and  glycerine  may  be  used  to 
advantage.  • 

At  the  last  meeting  of  our  Society  in  May,  Drs.  Kieffer  and 
Mower  reported  a  number  of  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis, 
which  is  a  disease  of  such  rare  occurrence  in  this  valley  as  to  be 
something  remarkable. 

Dr.  Brehm,  of  Newville,  writes  : — 

"The  sanitary  condition  of  this  section  of  Cumberland  Valley 
during  the  past  year,  has  not  been  characterized  by  anything  novel, 
except  the  passage  of  the  westward-bound  wave  of  epidemic  in- 
fluenza during  the  early  part  of  winter.  No  unusual  feature  was 
noted  of  diseases  common  to  this  section.  During  the  months  of 
August  and  September,  1872,  an  epidemic  of  typho-malarial  fever 
occurred,  confined  to  a  radius  of  about  two  miles,  and  in  a  highly 
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cultivated  district,  presenting  no  clue  to  the  special  cause  generat- 
ing this  outbreak.  The  cases  numbered  about  fifteen,  with  a  fatality 
of  two  cases.  Although  the  symptoms  of  enteric  fever  in  its  un- 
mixed form  did  not  appertain,  the  tendency  to  asthenia  was  very 
marked — indeed  pure  and  typical  typhoid  fever  in  this  vicinity  is 
exceptional. 

"  An  unusual  exemption  from  pneumonia  and  rheumatism,  during 
winter  and  early  spring,  resulted  from  the  long-continued  low  at- 
mospheric temperature  of  the  past  winter,  rendering  the  air  dry; 
the  mercury  fell  to  32^  below  zero,  January  30,  1873,  the  lowest 
temperature  ever  known  in  this  locality. 

"  That  the  same  cause  generating  the  equine  epizootic  gave  rise  to 
an  epidemic  influenza  affecting  man,  is,  I  think,  beyond  donbt. 
This  was  noticeable  about  and  after  the  decline  of  the  equine  epi- 
demic. A  very  considerable  number  of  cases  came  under  my  im- 
mediate observation,  mostly  among  children,  and,  while  I  cannot 
say  that  these  patients  exhibited  any  symptoms  very  like  the  symp- 
toms manifested  in  the  horse,  my  friend,  Dr.  J.  C.  Claudy,  informs 
me  that  he  observed  several  cases  occurring  in  adults,  and  well- 
marked  symptoms  of  catarrh  in  the  cavities  of  the  frontal  sinuses, 
accompanied  with  offensive  discharges  from  the  nostrils  while  com- 
paratively free  from  bronchial  catarrh.  In  the  cases  seen  by  myself 
the  catarrhal  symptoms  were  confined  to  the  larynx,  trachea,  bronchi, 
and  sometimes  extending  to  the  smaller  air-tubes." 

We  have  enjoyed  complete  immunity  from  scarlatina  and  variola, 
but,  at  present,  rubeola  exists  in  sporadic  form,  requiring  little  or 
no  treatment 


THE  THERMOMETRY  OF  .DISEASE. 

BY  DR.  BETZ,  OP  OAKYILLB. 

The  first  and  most  essential  necessity  in  pathologi(jal  considera- 
tions is  the  determination  of  their  corresponding  physiological 
relations.  The  true  measure  of  normal  functions  must  be  the 
standard  of  comparison.  In  order  to  study  the  abnormal  tempe- 
ratures of  the  body  it  is  necessary  to  fix  upon  a  standard  of  aver- 
age of  the  normal  temperature.  Age,  sex,  latitude,  time  of  day, 
etc.,  are  matters  that  must  be  taken  into  account.  It  has  been 
agreed  upon  to  fix  the  standard  of  comparison  at  98^°  Fahrenheit 
A  variation  of  one  degree  above  or  below  this  standard  is  considered 
the  result  of  disease.  It  is  thus  apparent  that  the  normal  variations 
are  confined  within  narrow  limits.  The  precise  border-line  between 
health  and  disease  is,  however,  only  fixed  relatively  rather  than 
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absolutely;  but,  for  practical  purposes,  it  remains  true  that  a 
departure  from  health  is  almost  universally  marked  by  a  passage  of 
the  temperature  above  or  below  the  points  stated. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  wherein  does  Thermometry  base  its  claims 
for  recognition  on  an  equality  with  other  methods  of  physical  in- 
vestigation ?  It  may  be  answered  that  every  additional  means  of 
investigation  makes  the  chain  of  evidence  more  trustworthy  and 
complete.  Besides,  it  puts  symptomatology  more  and  more  on  an 
objective  basis,  thereby  lessening  the  number  of  mistakes  that  may 
arise  in  the  diseases  of  childhood,  the  insane,  the  unconscious,  the 
hysterical,  and  in  the  feigned  diseases  of  malingerers  in  the  army 
and  nav3^  It  speaks  to  a  certainty  without  prevarication  where 
conjecture  alone  was  thought  needful.  It  has  been  thought  that 
certain  obscure  diseases  can  be  detected  by  its  use,  and  that  certain 
diseases  can  be  decided  against  by  means  of  the  thermometer.  It 
will  show  us  the  exacerbations  and  remissions  of  certain  diseases 
as  well  as  the  first  warning  of  the  development  of  complications. 

A  pioneer,  one  who  has  done  much  to  advance  the  subject,  has 
said :  "  While  other  modes  of  physical  exploration  take  note  only 
of  conditions  that  are  stable,  or  which  change  but  slowly,  this 
method  supervises  a  train  of  action  which  is  unceasing  in  change ; 
changes  which  are  only  slowly  made  known  by  other  signs."  It  is 
therefore  a  closer  and  more  sensible  measurer  of  organic  processes. 
More  important  still :  while  other  methods  take  note  only  of  changes 
confined  to  certain  localities,  and  to  certain  organs,  thermometry 
observes  phenomena  which  depend  for  manifestation  upon  processes 
going  on  throughout  the  organism,  and  registers  its  observations 
with  exactness.  These  processes — the  chemical  decompositions  and 
recompositions  out  of  which  arises  animal  heat — are  among  the 
impeneiralia  of  nature,  and  in  them  lies  the  origin  of  many  most 
important  diseases. 

In  differential  diagnosis  we  have  found  the  thermometer  of  value, 
especially  in  the  classification  of  diseases  in  their  incipiency.  For 
instance,  the  earlier  stage  of  pleurodynia  as  contrasted  with  pleu- 
ritis.  It  may  be  urged  that  the  physical  signs  are  sufllcient,  but 
cases  may  easily  be  conceived  which,  in  their  earlier  stages,  may 
afford  room  for  doubt,  but  which,  by  the  aid  of  the  thermometer, 
might  speedily  be  solved.  In  the  earlier,  as  well  as  in  the  later, 
stages  of  phthisis  we  have  found  the  thermometer  of  value.  Its 
testimony,  added  to  the  vital  and  physical  symptoms,  cannot  but 
help  increase  the  confidence  of  the  practitioner  in  the  correctness 
of  his  diagnosis.  In  the  differential  diagnosis  of  tubercle  and  cancer 
the  thermometer  is  of  great  value.    When  the  question  narrows 
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itself  in  an  abdominal  disease  to  tubercle  or  cancer,  the  thermometer 
quickly  shows  the  temperature  to  be  at  or  below  the  standard  in 
cancer ;  or,  if  it  be  tubercle,  to  be  invariably  above  the  standard 
several  degrees.  In  uncomplicated  typhoid  fever  we  have  generally 
found  the  temperature  to  follow  certain  laws  in  the  forming  stage 
in  its  progress,  and  in  its  decline.  This  is  best  illustrated  by  cases. 
Again,  thermometry  may  be  one  of  the  means  in  aiding  us  to  form 
a  reliable  prognosis.  In  the  variability  of  averages  from  day  to 
day,  in  the  difference  of  morning  and  evening  temperatures,  in  the 
sudden  exacerbations  and  remissions,  in  the  extremes,  whether  of 
exaltation  or  depression,  we  recognize  signs  of  danger  which  may 
not  manifest  themselves  as  forcibly  by  any  other  means  of  ob8€^ 
vation.  During  convalescence,  if  the  temperature  remains  even  a 
very  little  above  the  standard,  it  teaches  us  that  the  patient  needs 
careful  looking  afler,  even  though  he  may  be  apparently  doing  well 
in  every  other  respect. 

There  are,  however,  several  disadvantages  connected  with  ther- 
mometry in  certain  cases  in  which,  unless  due  allowances  are  made, 
we  may  be  led  into  error;  for  instance,  in  childhood  we  often  notice, 
even  after  a  few  hours'  illness,  a  high  temperature  falls  to  the 
normal  as  suddenly  as  it  arose.  We  have  noticed  this  fact  par- 
ticularly during  dentition.  Again,  in  delicate,  sensitive,  nervoos 
natures,  and  those  of  hysterical  constitution,  we  have  noticed  sudden 
rises  of  temperature  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  vital  symptoms. 
Falling  in  error  in  these  cases  can  be  avoided  only  by  not  relying 
on  single  measurements,  but,  instead,  making  careful  and  repeated 
observations.  Another  disadvantage  connected  with  thermometry 
is  its  application  in  private  practice.  Among  the  minor  disad- 
vantages are  the  time  required  for  taking  the  measurements — five 
to  ten  minutes — liability  of  breaking  the  instrument,  it  being  glass. 

But  the  greatest  objection  to  its  use  in  private  practice  lies  in 
the  imperfection  of  a  record  wherein  it  might  yield  its  greatest 
benefits.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  a  single  daily  observation  may 
give  us  much  light  on  diagnosis  and  prognosis;  but  a  morning  and 
evening  observation  will  be  far  superior,  while  six  daily  observations 
are  necessary  to  yield  full  and  accurate  results.  To  this  a  difficolty 
presents  itself — the  trusting  a  nurse  to  make  the  observations  which 
may  not  be  practicable ;  hence,  we  are  necessarily  restricted  to  one 
or,  at  most,  two  observations  per  day.  Between  the  hours  of  7 
and  9  A.M.  and  3  and  6  P.M.  are  the  times  preferred  for  taking  the 
measurement.  We  have  generally  preferred  the  axilla  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  instrument.  As  before  stated,  in  health  we  have  a 
limited  fluctuation  in  temperature,  comparing  evening  with  morning 
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measurements;  so  in  disease,  temperature  is  governed  by  the  laws 
of  periodicity,  making  due  allowance  for  exceptional  cases,  such  as 
malarial  fever,  etc.  These  daily  fluctuations  are  of  course  variable, 
dependant  for  modification  upon  various  causes,  such  as  intensity 
of  the  disease,  the  regularity  and  irregularity  of  its  cause,  its  im- 
provement or  otherwise,  the  presence  of  complications,  and  the 
effects  of  therapeutical  measures. 

Our  experience  has  been,  generally,  that  when  the  evening  tem- 
perature did  not  exceed  101°  Fahr.  the  type  of  disease  was  mild  ; 
when  the  temperature  did  not  exceed  103°  the  disease  was  medium ; 
but,  when  the  temperature  reached  104°  to  105°  the  type  of  disease 
was  such  as  in  many  cases  to  cause  grave  apprehension  as  to  its 
favorable  teimination.  Much,  of  course,  would  depend  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  disease  which  caused  these  high  temperatures.  We 
have  frequently  seen  the  thermometer  at  106°  in  malarial  fevers, 
falling  soon  again  to  the  normal. 

The  highest  temperAture  we  have  noted  in  practice  was  108°  in 
the  stage  of  coma  in  typhoid  fever.  The  highest  temperature  on 
record,  so  far  as  we  know,  and  from  which  recovery  resulted,  is  110° 
in  sunstroke  and  also  rheumatism.  On  the  other  hand  the  lowest 
temperature  we  have  observed  was  94°  in  Bright's  disease.  A  fall 
of  over  16°  has,  however,  been  recorded  by  others. 

We  have  noticed  a  depression  of  one  to  two  degrees  in  the  par- 
oxysms of  asthma,  while  several  cases  of  jaundice  and  cancer  have 
yielded  similar  results.  In  observations  made  on  a  number  of  octo- 
genarians in  a  state  of  health,  we  have  invariably  found  their  tem- 
perature slightly  lower  than  in  those  of  middle  age  observed  at  the 
same  time  and  under  the  same  circumstances. 

Our  treatment  of  high  temperatures,  especially  when  there  was 
much  head  disturbance,  was  sponging  and  a  free  application  of  ice 
to  the  head.  In  cases  of  great  excitation,  bromide  of  potassium 
and  chloral  additionally ;  alcohol  freely,  which  seemed  to  reduce 
the  temperature.  Again  and  again  was  the  alcohol  withdrawn,  the 
result  being  invariably  a  rise  of  temperature.  In  severe  cases  of 
pneumonia,  in  which  pain  was  a  prominent  symptom  requiring  the 
free  use  of  opiates,  thereby  producing  free  diaphoresis,  the  tempe- 
rature was  medium  or  rather  below  it.  In  cases  of  high  febrile 
symptoms,  excited  circulation,  etc.,  the  free  use  of  the  antimonial 
and  saline  mixture,  with  full  doses  of  veratrum  viride,  had  the 
marked  effect  of  speedily  reducing  the  temperature,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  diaphoresis.  We  have  had  no  experience  with  large  doses 
of  quinia  to  reduce  temperature,  except  in  malarial  fevers.  Neither 
have  we  had  any  experience  in  the  use  of  calomel  for  this  purpose* 
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We  give  the  following  cases  in  illustration  of  the  foregoing  prin- 
ciples : — 

Case  I.  Female,  aged  18  years;  good  constitution,  and  previous 
history  as  to  health,  good.  Was  taken  sick  without  premonitory 
symptoms.  The  symptoms  were  such  as  generally  characterize  re- 
mittent fever — constipation,  retching,  and  vomiting,  remissions 
marked  daily.  But  the  thermometer  was  at  variance  with  this  view 
of  the  case.  It  showed  during  the  first  four  days  a  progressive  in- 
crease of  a  fraction  over  one  degree  daily.  The  evening  and  morning 
difference  reached  from  one-half  to  a  fraction  over  one  degree.  On 
the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  the  temperature  stood  103*^.  The 
evening  temperature  stood  at  104°.  From  this  time  the  temperature 
gradually  rose,  till  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  day  it  was  noted 
104.5*^.  The  evening  temperature  was  105°.  From  the  fourteenth 
to  the  sixteenth  day  the  moraing  temperature  declined  to  103.5°, 
while  the  evening  temperature  was  105.5°.  On  the  evening  of  the 
sixteenth  day  coma  supervened.  Free  sponging,  with  irritants, 
was  employed,  with  the  effect  of  reducing  the  temperature  to  106° 
and  producing  partial  consciousness.  The  case,  however,  speedily 
relapsed  into  complete  coma,  and  death  took  place  on  the  eighteenth 
day.  The  temperature  did  not  rise  again  above  106°,  but,  as  the 
fatal  termination  approached,  it  rapidly  fell.  It  should  be  stated 
that  on  the  fourth  day  diarrhoea,  tympanites,  epistaxis,  etc.,  ap- 
peared, confirming  the  suspicions  of  the  thermometer  and  showing 
the  case  to  be  one  of  typhoid  fever. 

Case  II.  Male,  aged  40 ;  good  constitution ;  came  to  my  ofl3ce  in 
evening.  Had  been  complaining  for  some  time,  but  for  several 
days  in  particular.  He  was  still  endeavoring  to  attend  to  his  work, 
but  with  great  difliculty..  Has  slight  diarrhoea;  pain  in  region  of 
kidneys.  No  tympanites  but  considerable  epistaxis.  The  ther- 
mometer showed  the  most  prominent  symptoms,  standing,  at  8 
P.  M.,  at  102.5°.  A  diagnosis  of  typhoid  fever  was  announced, 
which,  however,  was  doubted  by  the  patient.  He,  however,  took 
his  bed,  the  thermometer  gradually  reaching  103.5°  in  the  evening 
with  a  morning  temperature  of  about  one  degree  less.  The  increase 
and  decrease  of  the  disease  was  so  gradual  as  to  remind  one  of  an 
inclined  plane.  But,  towards  the  close  of  the  disease,  a  remarkable 
phenomenon  presented  itself,  namely,  a  greater  difference  between 
the  morning  and  evening  remissions;  the  morning  temperature 
gradually  declined,  ultimately  falling  to  98°,  even  below  it,  while 
the  evening  temperature  rose  to  102°.  This  state  of  things  gradu- 
ally changed — the  evening  temperature  approximating  more  and 
more  to  the  standard.    These  two  cases  are  typical  examples  of  the 
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course  of  the  temperature  in  this  fever,  the  forming  and  declining 
stages  being  i;nlike  any  other  disease. 

Case  III.  A  man  aged  48,  of  good  constitution,  but  "under  the 
weather"  for  some  time  past,  was  taken  suddenly  with  severe  pain 
in  right  nipple.  Saw  him  within  two  hours.  Temperature  101°. 
Great  nervous  excitability  on  account  of  pain.  On  seeing  case  next 
morning  the  temperature  was  103°  ;  from  this  time  the  skin  acted 
freely  and  no  rise  of  temperature  occurred.  The  morning  and  eve- 
ning difference  did  not  reach  one  degree.  The  temperature  became 
nearly  normal,  but  complications  ensuing,  recovery  was  tardy. 
Even  when  everything  appeared  to  be  progressing  favorably  the 
thermometer  indicated  a  temperature  of  100°,  showing  that  disease, 
as  it  were,  still  haunted  the  patient,  and  it  was  only  when  the  tem- 
perature fell  to  98.5°  that  real  improvement  took  the  place  of  appa- 
rent improvement. 

It  should  be  stated  that  the  case  presented  all  the  physical  and 
vital  symptoms  of  pneumonia. 

Cases  IV.  and  V.  Two  cases  of  chronic  abdominal  disease ;  a 
normal  temperature  and  a  little  below  the  normal  showed  the  dis- 
ease to  be  cancer  and  not  tubercle,  which  was  demonstrated  by 
post-mortem  and  microscopical  examinations. 

Our  observations  include  several  cases  of  tubercular  meningitis, 
a  number  of  cases  of  phthisis,  with  a  number  of  others. 

Our  experience  gained  in  attempting  to  verify  the  facts  and  prin- 
ciples established  by  others  has  led  us  to  form  a  very  favorable 
opinion  of  this  method  of  observation.  We  hope  that  it  is  still  de- 
stined to  a  wider  field  of  research  and  development. 

S.  M.  WHISTLER,  Committee, 


WILLIAM  RANKIN,  M.D.,  1795—1872. 

"  Like  one  who  draws  the  drapery  of  his  couch  about  him  and 
lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams,"  Dr.  Wm.  Rankin,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  successful  physicians  of  Cumberland  County,  calmly  and 
peacefully  closed  his  eyes  in  the  sleep  of  death,  July  16,  1872.  He 
prosecuted  his  profession  with  zeal  and  ability  for  a  period  of  over 
fifty  years,  retaining  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him. 
It  is  eminently  proper  that  his  death  should  receive  more  than  a 
mere  announcement.  He  was  born  fft  Potters  Mills,  Centre  Co., 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  9th  of  Opt.  1795.  He  graduated  at  Washing- 
ton College,  Pa.,  1814.  One  year  later  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  with  Dr.  Dean,  of  Chambersburg,  and  graduated  at  the 
Medical  Department,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1819. 
After  pursuing  his  profession  in  Chambersburg  and  Campbellstown 
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about  three  years  he  removed,  in  1823,  to  Shippensburg,  where  his 
skill  secured  for  him  an  extensive  practice,  which  he  retained  until 
the  infirmities  of  age  compelled  him  to  abandon  it.  In  those  ster- 
ling virtues  which  dignify  and  adorn  human  nature  he  had  no  supe- 
rior. In  him  were  most  beautifully  blended  all  those  Christian 
graces  which  made  his  character  so  inimitable,  and  impressed  all  who 
knew  him  with  a  belief  that  he  was,  in  truth,  a  good  man,  in  whose 
heart  there  was  no  guile.  He  filled  the  office  of  ruling  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  Shippensburg  for  many  years,  the  duties 
of  which  he  discharged  in  the  most  faithful  and  conscientious 
manner. 

In  the  close  relation  of  husband  and  father  he  was  most  exem- 
plary, and  his  modest  worth  won  him  the  esteem  of  all. 

W.  W.  NEVIN,  M.D., 
A.  STEWART,  M.D., 
C.  A.  HOWLAND,  M.D. 
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Thebe  is  not,  probably,  in  the  State,  a  county  of  so  large  a 
population,  presenting  so  few  cases  of  disease  worthy  of  note,  as 
the  county  of  Erie.  Except  smallpox,  which  prevailed  in  the  last 
two  years,  and  measles,  which  took  an  epidemic  form  last  March, 
we  have  been  entirely  free  from  epidemics  in  this  corner  of  the 
State.  With  regard  to  variola  we  only  note,  that  all  remedies 
intended  to  prevent  or  cut  short  the  disease,  failed  of  their  effect. 
Free  and  general  vaccination,  by  municipal  order,  checked  the 
spread  of  the  epidemic.  Cases  were  principally  treated  by  doctors 
selected  and  paid  by  the  city,  and,  judging  by  the  number  of  deaths, 
bat  little  progress  would  seem  to  have  been  made  in  the  successful 
treatment  of  this  dire  malady  for  half  a  century. 

Measles  were  simple,  with  no  malignancy,  except  where  mingled 
in  a  rather  singular  manner  with  scarlatina.  In  many  cases  the 
coryza  of  the  one  exantheme  and  the  cynanche  of  the  other,  pro- 
gressed together,  with  an  ill-defined  eruption  partaking  of  both. 
In  giving  relief  to  such  painful  cases,  we  cannot  be  too  thankful 
for  the  advantage  we  possess  in  chlorine,  bromine,  and  anaesthetics, 
over  the  practitioners  of  a  past  age. 

We  have  here  mild  typhoid  as  an  endemic,  it  requires  patience, 
forbearance,  and  mild  medication,  and  is  only  fatal  in  worn-out 
constitutions,  or  when  complicated  by  intestinal  ulceration,  and 
hemoiThage. 

Within  the  past  year  we  have  had  to  mourn  the  loss  of  two  of 
our  members.  Dr.  C.  F.  Perkins,  who  practised  in  this  county 
since  1828,  laid  aside  his  physical  frame  on  24th  September  last, 
at  the  age  of  ninety.  He  was  a  scientific  man  of  high  moral  prin- 
ciple, remarkably  correct  habits,  and  tenaciously  wedded  to  his 
profession.  We  cherish  his  memory  the  more,  that  he  never 
swerved  from  his  allegiance  to  regular  practice.  Medical  heresy, 
however  clothed,  was  to  him  simply  a  heretical  distortion  of  fact 
and  truth.  We  bowed  our  heads  over  his  cofiSn  with  the  reverence 
due  to  age  hallowed  by  science. 

Dr.  George  C.  Bennett  succumbed  in  November  last,  at  the  age 
of  50,  to  a  degenerated  condition  of  the  liver,  consequent,  probably, 
VOL.  X.  11 
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on  exposure  in  "the  army  during  the  rebellion.  He  was  a  man  of 
science,  of  mental  power,  and  a  practitioner  of  repute.  His  genial 
temper  and  social  qualities  endeared  him  to  his  co-practitioners, 
and  his  loss  produced  a  heavier  gloom  and  deeper  sadness  than 
usually  arises  from  ordinary  medical  intercourse,  and  secured  to 
his  remains  honors,  not  commonly  accorded  to  those  of  private 
citizens. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  M.  WALLACE, 
J.  L.  STEWART, 

Sanitarif  Committee, 
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Fayette  County,  occupying  the  southwestern  part  of  the  State, 
and  bordermg  both  Maryland  and  West  Virginia,  is  largely  given 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  with  a  rapid  increase  in  the  mining  and 
manufacturing  interests.  Its  mineral  deposits,  now  being  actively 
.  developed,  are  daily  attracting  capitalists,  and  its  iron  products 
and  Youghiogheny  coke  are  known  wherever  railroads  can  carry 
the  one,  or  the  general  manufacturing  interest  demands  the  other. 
Bounded  />n  the  west  by  the  traditional  Monongahela,  and  on  the 
east  by  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  and  bisected  by  the  turbulent 
Youghiogheny,  it  comprises  a  richness  of  soil,  a  wealth  of  mineral 
(coal,  iron,  and  limestone),  and  a  healthfulness  of  climate  surpassed 
by  few  counties  in  the  State. 

A  fact  worthy  of  note  is  the  location  of  the  Payette  Springs  in 
the  Allegheny  Mountains,  within  the  limits  of  the  county.  The 
waters  of  these  springs  (of  which  there  are  several)  are  largely 
impregnated  with  iron  and  sulphur,  containing  also  magnesia,  soda, 
etc.,  in  smaller  quantities.  These  springs  are  sought  every  season 
by  scores  of  invalids,  from  near  and  far,  who  are  prodigal  in  their 
praises  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  waters,  the  bracing  purity 
and  freshness  of  the  air,  and  the  wild  grandeur  and  beauty  of  the 
scenery  with  which  they  are  surrounded. 

For  several  years  previous  to  this,  we  have  not  been  visited  by 
any  epidemics  other  than  those  incident  to  childhood,  and  those  in 
no  malignant  form.  During  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1872,  dys- 
entery prevailed  extensively  throughout  the  county.  In  the  larger 
towns,  and  certain  localities  where  drainage  and  cleanliness  were 
deficient,  it  prevailed  in  a  truly  epidemic  form,  and  the  percentage 
of  deaths  was  greater  than  through  the  country  districts,  in  which 
latter  the  type  was  mild. 

During  the  past  winter,  most  parts  of  the  county  were  visited 
by  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  catarrhal  and  pulmonary  affec- 
tions ;  and  while  it  may  be  partially  accounted  for  in  the  more  than 
usual  severity  of  the  weather,  yet,  following  closely  on  the  so-called 
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epizootic  disease  affecting  horses,  it  was  by  many  considered  as 
being  due  to  the  same  causes,  or  at  least  arising  from  some  peculiar 
atmospheric  condition.  It  was  more  trpublesome  than  dangerous, 
and  entirely  disappeared  as  the  severe  winter  weather  gave  way  to 
the  approach  of  spring. 

Typhoid  fever,  though  at  no  time  during  the  year  extensive  in  its 
ravages,  has  appeared  sporadically,  and  among  its  few  victims  in 
the  county  we  number  Dr.  B.  F.  Conklin,  an  intelligent  and  consci- 
entious physician,  and  an  active  and  honored  member  of  this 
Society. 

In  parts  of  the  county  during  the  past  winter,  there  has  been  a 
strong  tendency  among  puerperal  women  to  febrile  and  inflammatory 
affections  incident  to  that  state,  though  in  most  cases  the  inflamma- 
tion did  not  become  fully  developed,  yielding  readily  to  prompt  treat- 
ment (generally  opium),  and  the  rate  of  mortality  was  very  light 

A  case  of  severe  injury  to  the  leg  came  under  my  notice  in  which 
gangrene  was  developed  in  ten  or  twelve  hours  after  receipt  of  the 
injury.  Amputation  was  resorted  to,  followed  by  death  in  thirty- 
six  hours  from  the  time  of  the  injury,  but  no  return  of  gangrene 
in  the  stump.    The  patient  was  a  healthy,  robust,  middle-aged  man. 

A  case  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  F.  C. 
Robinson,  of  Uniontown,  came  under  my  notice.  The  patient  was 
a  stout,  healthy  man,  of  about  30  years  of  age,  a  stranger  in  the 
county.  Was  seized  in  the  evening  with  chill,  followed  by  vomit- 
ing, and  complaining  of  great  soreness  and  tenderness  over  the 
entire  body.  This  was  followed  in  a  short  time  by  delirium  and 
partial  stupor,  with  retraction  of  head  and  extreme  pain  and  sore- 
ness in  back  of  neck  and  along  spinal  column,  with  spasmodic  con- 
tractions of  all  the  muscles.  Pulse  was  feeble  and  slow,  generally 
not  more  than  from  60  to  TO  beats  per  minute.  Treated  by  stimu- 
lants, opium,  quinia,  chlorate  of  potassa,  beef-tea,  etc.  After  two 
or  three  days  convulsions  set  in,  continuing  and  becoming  more 
severe  until  the  sixth  day  from  the  time  of  the  attack,  when  the 
case  terminated  fatally  during  convulsions,' the  characteristic  symp- 
toms continuing  until  the  last.    No  autopsy. 

Dr.  John  Cary,  of  Uniontown,  writes  as  follows,  regarding  an 
interesting  case  of  prolapse  of  bladder  occurring  in  his  practice:— 

^'  Was  called  to  see  Mrs.  J.,  March  24th,  1873,  age  26,  primapara, 
who  expected  to  be  confined  the  first  week  in  April.  Was  taken 
sick  on  March  20th  with  a  chill,  followed  by  pains  occurring  every 
few  minutes,  of  an  excruciating  character,  attended  with  vi^nal 
tenderness  and  a  desire  to  micturate  very  often.    When  I  first  saw 
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her  four  days  after,  viz.,  the  24th,  found  the  pains  recurring  every 
five  minutes;  and,  upon  a  vaginal  examination,  discovered  the 
08  uteri  undilated,  and  the  pains  not  affecting  it  in  the  least.  Found 
in  the  anterior  superior  portion  of  the  vagina  a  more  or  less  oval 
tumor,  rather  smooth  and  elastic  on  pressure.  The  head  of  the 
foetus  was  resting  low  down  on  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  Attempted 
the  introduction  of  a  silver  female  catheter,  but  failed  to  introduce 
it  more  than  one  inch  and  a  half  or  two  inches,  when  its  further 
passage  was  stubbornly  resisted ;  I  then  provided  myself  with  an 
elastic  male  catheter,  which  met  the  same  resistance,  but  being 
elastic  turned  partly  upon  itself,  and  passing  in  a  downward  and 
backward  direction  some  six  inches  it  entered  the  bladder,  and  a 
pint  of  urine  was  drawn,  after  which  the  tumor  was  no  longer  tense 
but  flabby.  I  was  now  satisfied  that  it  was  a  case  of  vaginal  cysto- 
cele,  and  that  unconnected  with  uterine  labor ;  and  that  the  pain 
was  altogether  vesical  in  its  character.  I  used  opium,  by  the 
stomach  and  hypodermically,  and  kept  the  bladder  empty  until  the 
29th,  when  uterine  labor  came  on,  which  terminated  at  11  o'clock 
P.M.  in  the  delivery  of  a  stillborn  child.  The  woman  had  a  favor- 
able recovery. 

Dr.  F.  H.  Patten,  of  Fairchance,  writes :  "  We  had  typhoid 
fever  last  fall,  endemic  in  character,  all  the  cases  I  saw  occurring 
within  an  area  of  one  mile,  and  being  confined  to  two  families. 
The  first  was  a  young  man,  working  in  Pittsburgh,  who  came  home 
with  the  disease.  Sis  members  of  his  family  took  it,  apparently 
from  him.  In  another  family  a  girl  came  from  Connellsville  with 
typhoid  fever,  and  all  the  members  of  this  family  (three  in  number) 
became  affected  with  the  disease.  That  the  disease  is  contagious, 
appeared  strongly  illustrated  in  these  cases.  The  families  were 
not  visited  much,  except  by  persons  who  had  previously  had 
typhoid  fever.  There  was  nothing  unusual  in  these  cases,  except 
the  first,  in  which  the  patient  died  from  a  violent  attack  of  perito- 
nitis, which  must  have  resulted  from  perforation,  after  convalescence 
was  fully  established. 

"  We  are  just  now  having  an  epidemic  of  rubeola,  which  appears 
to  be  characterized  by  more  gastro-intestinal  irritation  than  is 
usual  in  this  disease.  A  majority  of  the  cases  I  have  seen  have 
been  accompanied  with  more  or  less  severe  pain,  referred  to  the 
right  hypochondriac  region,  attended  with  bilious  vomiting,  and 
diarrhoea. 

^^I  have  seen  during  the  year  a  case  of  aphasia,  and  complete 
recovery  in  twenty-four  hours,  some  notes  on  which  I  append: 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


154  EBPORT    OF   THE 

Mr.  A.  F.,  aged  65  years,  corpulent,  and  of  plethoric  habit,  had 
been  under  observation  and  treatment  for  several  months  for  mi- 
tral regurgitant  lesion  of  the  heart.  Dyspnoea  had  been  the  princi- 
pal source  of  suffering  and  anxiety  of  the  patient.  But,  as  is  the 
usual  history  of  such  cases,  he  had  been  growing  worse,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  attack  of  aphasia,  there  was  slight  oedema  of  the  lower 
extremities.  Had  not  suffered  more  cephalic  trouble  than  is  usual 
in  such  cases,  only  occasionally  complaining  of  'giddiness.'  He 
left  my  oflace  as  well  as  usual  on  June  16,  18T2,  in  company  with 
another  gentleman,  Mr.  S.,  to  drive  to  his  farm  two  miles  distant. 
About  one  hour  after,  Mr.  S.  came  back  for  me  in  great  fright  and 
haste,  saying,  '  Mr.  F.  was  crazy.'  I  went  immediately  and  saw 
him  at  5  P.  M.,  about  two  hours  after  the  attack.  He  was  sitting 
on  the  piazza  at  his  house  in  an  arm  chair;  his  face  very  pale,  with 
an  extremely  anxious  expression  of  the  countenance,  pulse  feeble 
and  intermittent,  and  was  able  to  distinctly  articulate  only  the 
word '  name.'  When  I.asked  if  he  knew  me,  he  nodded  affirmatively, 
and  attempted  to  speak ;  but  all  such  attempts  would  result  as 
follows  :  '  ka,' '  ka,' '  na,' '  name.'  When  asked  if  his  head  pamed 
him,  he  placed  his  hand  to  the  left  temple. 

"  There  was  no  paralysis  of  any  part  that  I  could  discover.  I 
ordered  him  a  hot  foot-bath,  gave  him  a  cathartic,  and  sent  for  Dr. 
Mathiot,  of  Smithfield,  for  consultation.  Mr.  S.,  his  companion 
during  the  drive  home,  a  very  intelligent  gentleman,  gave  me 
the  following  history  from  the  time  he  left  my  office  in  the  after- 
noon, until  I  saw  him  in  the  evening:  'Mr.  F.  was  more  cheerful 
and  communicative  than  usual.  We  were  within  half  a  mile  of  his 
home,  and  he  was  giving  me  the  history  of  a  wealthy  family  whose 
farms  we  were  passing,  when  we  came  to  a  small  creek  with  some- 
what abrupt  banks,  in  crossing  which,  the  buggy  gave  a  lurch, 
throwing  us  both  forward  and  stopping  the  conversation.  When 
we  got  over  the  brook,  I  looked  around  for  Mr.  F.  to  proceed  with 
his  narrative,  when  he  began  those  unintelligible  efforts  to  speak, 
that  made  me  think  him  crazy.' 

"  Dr.  Mathiot  arrived  at  8  o'clock  P.  M.,  by  which  time  Mr.  F. 
could  imperfectly  speak  some  words.  We  decided  that  nothmg 
more  need  be  done  than  to  make  him  as  comfortable  as  possible 
until  the  next  morning,  when  we  would  again  see  him. 

"At  9  o'clock  A.M.,  June  17,  we  again  visited  him,  and  found 
that  he  could  converse  with  his  usual  fluency,  with  the  exception 
of  occasionally  miscalling  a  word,  which  he  would  generally  imme- 
diately correct  without  seeming  to  notice  his  error.  He  said  that 
with  the  exception  of  a  momentary  giddiness  when  he  was  first 
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taken,  and  afterwards  a  feeling  of  uneasiness  which  he  referred  to 
his  left  temple,  his  head  was  as  clear  and  his  consciousness  as  per- 
fect as  ever  in  his  life,  only  he  could  not  remember  any  words — 
could  not  remember  the  names  of  his  most  intimate*  friends. 

"  In  passing  the  place  of  his  attack  on  the  evening  of  the  17th 
with  myself,  he  observed  to  me :  '  I  can't  help  but  laugh  when  I 

think  how  queer  old  man  S looked  right  here  when  he  turned 

around  and  I  could  not  speak.'  His  consciousness  was  so  clear  that 
he  observed  the  look  of  consternation  on  the  face  of  his  companion 
at  his  condition. 

"  There  was  no  return  of  this  diflSculty,  but  he  died  a  few  weeks 
after  from  cardiac  disease. 

"  I  suppose  in  this  case  there  was  a  determination  of  blood  to 
the  head,  with,  perhaps,  weakness  of  the  meningeal  vessels,  suffi- 
cient to  shock  into  inactivity  that  portion  of  the  brain  that  presides 
over  articulate  speech. 

"  I  have  seen  no  record  of  any  case  of  complete  aphasia  ending 
in  recovery,  nor  do  I  remember  any  one  in  which  there  was  not 
some  paralysis." 

J.  B.  EWINa, 

Committee  on  Report, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FRANKLIN  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Franklin  County  Medical  Society,  though  young,  is  growing 
rapidly  in  interest  and  numbers,  the  younger  and  more  enterprising 
physicians  becoming  members.  It  meets  quarterly,  changing  its 
place  of  meeting,  when  reports  of  committees  and  interesting  medi- 
cal and  surgical  cases  are  read,  and  matters  of  general  interest  to 
the  profession  are  discussed.  The  county  has  been  rather  healthy 
during  the  past  year,  but  some  isolated  cases  of  scarlatina,  diphthe- 
ria, and  cerebro-spinal  fever  have  occurred. 

Pr.  J.  N.  Snively,  of  Waynesboro,  writes: — 

"  One  of  the  most  common  diseases  in  our  county  of  late  years 
is  enteric  fever.  During  last  summer  and  autumn  our  little  village 
was  the  scene  of  much  suffering  from  this  disease,  all  of  which,  in 
my  opinion  could  have  been  prevented  by  a  timely  attention  to 
proper  hygienic  regulations.  The  season  being  unusually  dry,  and 
the  authorities  neglecting  to  keep  the  streets,  alleys,  and  sewers  in 
proper  condition,  the  disease  prevailed  generally  throughout  the 
town.  Ten  cases  of  this  fever  resulted  in  one  family  by  drinking 
water  from  a  cistern  which  was  in  too  close  proximity  to  a  sink ; 
four  of  which  proved  fatal.  Fatal  cases  also  occurred  in  other 
parts  of  the  town.  We  being  the  guardians  of  the  public  health, 
should  look  closely  to  these  causes  of  disease,  and  endeavor,  as  far 
as  possible,  to  prevent  such  unnecessary  sacrifice  of  human  life.'' 


JOHN  LAMBERT,  M.D.,  1807-1872. 

Dr.  John  Lambert  was  bom  March  17th,  1807,  on  a  farm  in 
Washington  County,  Md.  He  studied  medicine  in  Waynesboro,  Fa., 
graduated  at  the  University  of  Maryland  before  he  was  of  age,  and 
commenced  his  professional  career  at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  in  his 
native  State.  In  1836  he  became  associated  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  with  his  preceptor,  Dr.  Brotherton,  in  Waynesboro.  In 
1837  he  came  to  Chambersburg,  and  soon  secured  a  large  and 
lucrative  business.    He  remained  in  full  practice  here  until  1857, 
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-when  he  purchased  from  the  sons  of  Dr,  S.  D.  Culbertson,  the 
Mammoth  Shaw  Board  Mill,  and  devoted  himself  exclusively  to 
man  ufacturing. 

The  burning  of  Chambersburg  by  the  rebels,  in  July,  1864,  swept 
all  his  property  from  him,  and  reduced  him  in  one  day,  from  pros- 
perity and  promised  affluence  to  want  and  despair.  Crushed  in 
spirit,  broken  in  health,  and  bowed  by  domestic  afflictions,  he 
lingered  in  the  community,  of  which  he  had  long  been  aj)rominent 
and  favored  member,  tormented  the  while  by  a  painful  malady  that 
grew  more  continuous  and  excruciating,  until  it  terminated  his  life 
on  the  27th  of  September,  1872- 

Nature  was  generous  with  her  gifts  to  our  deceased  colleague. 
Handsome  in  his  person,  pleasing  in  his  address,  genial  and  con- 
vivial in  disposition,  given  to  hospitality,  abounding  in  humor  and 
anecdotes,  he  was  the  centre  of  a  large  circle  of  friends.  His 
mental  faculties  were  very  vigorous  ;  he  was  a  careful  and  discern- 
ing reader,  a  strong  thinker,  and  an  excellent  conversationalist; 
on  medical  topics  he  reasoned  with  originality  of  thought  and  clear- 
ness of  expression  that  are  rare. 

In  the  practice  of  the  art,  he  was  successful  in  a  high  degree. 
No  hands  more  tender  than  his  were  laid  helpingly  upon  the  sick,  in 
the  various  offices  that  pertain  to  our  vocation.  The  ordinary 
surgical  operations  attended  to  by  the  general  practitioner  in  what 
are  termed  the  "  rural  districts,"  he  performed  skilfully  ;  in  ob- 
stetrics, the  science  and  the  art  found  him  ranking  with  his  leading 
competitors.  He  was  heroic  in  treatment,  and  decided  in  his  judg- 
ment ;  administering  to  the  comforts  of  his  patients,  by  many  little 
attentions  too  apt  to  be  overlooked  by  the  professional  attendant. 
One  who  saw  a  good  deal  of  his  practice,  thought  he  had  a  peculiar 
tact  in  treating  fractures  and  dislocations. 

No  man  endeared  himself  more  to  his  patrons  ;  the  women  and 
children  of  families  under  his  care  grew  warmly  attached  to  him, 
and  gave  him  up  with  reluctance  and  sorrow. 

Like  the  vast  number  of  good  and  true  men  who  follow  the  high 
calling  of  healing  in  country  places,  his  reputation  was  local,  and 
when  he  relinquished  his  practice,  he  left  nothing  behind  him  to 
enrich  the  profession. 

The  labors,  the  struggles,  the  midnight  watching,  the  heart- 
exhausting  anxieties,  the  genuine  heroism,  the  triumphant  issues 
brought  to  diseases,  injuries,  and  obstetrical  perils  which  make  up 
the  solemn  life  of  the  practitioner,  he  shared  in  full ;  and  he  ex- 
perienced, as  all  his  fellow-laborers  have,  how  inadequate  are  tlie 
returns  such  unselfish  services  secure,  and  how  little  of  gratitude 
is  reaped,  and  how  soon  all  are  forgotten. 

Let  us  cherish  his  memory,  forgetting  whatever  may  be  unpleas- 
ant, and  reviving  all  that  is  grateful  and  deserving. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LANCASTER  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


In  presenting  this  paper  I  fear  I  will  have  very  little  to  add  to 
the  professional  knowledge  of  the  prevailing  epidemic,  viz.,  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis^  with  which  our  borough  has  been  afflicted  for  the 
past  four  months.  The  disease  assumed  a  very  formidable  cha- 
racter, its  accession  sudden,  in  many  cases  no  premonitory  symp- 
toms, in  fact  its  malignancy  had  its  only  parallel  in  Asiatic  <;hoIera. 
The  epidemic  seemed  so  general  that  all  other  diseases  for  the  time 
being  partook  more  or  less  of  its  character. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  recapitulate  the  symptoms  of  a  dis- 
ease which  has  now  become  so  prevalent  all  over  the  country;  but 
there  seems  to  be  such  a  variety  of  treatment,  I  thought  a  brief 
statement  of  the  manner  in  which  we  manipulate  the  disease  in  our 
immediate  locality  might  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  profession  in 
general.  The  rapid  march  of  the  disease  and  its  fatality  at  its  first 
outbreak  gave  us  little  opportunity  for  the  application  of  appropri- 
ate remedies.  In  the  cases  in  which  we  were  only  called  after 
decided  collapse  had  set  in,  our  most  judicious  treatment  failed 
entirely,  viz.,  stimulants  internally  and  locally,  besides  the  usual 
remedies  applied  in  all  cases  of  a  similar  character.  It  was  only 
when  the  patients  were  seen  prior  to  collapse,  or  when  the  disease 
commenced  with  excruciating  pain  in  the  head  and  the  upper  por- 
tion of  spinal  column,  with  great  excitement  and  sometimes  delirium, 
that  our  remedies  were  successfully  applied ;  then  direct  depletion, 
and  free  use  of  the  lancet  until  the  pulse  indicated  its  effect  on  the 
general  system.  Subsequently  cut  cups  to  back  of  neck  and  spine, 
and  then  blisters  to  thesame  localities.  Ice  also  applied  to  the  head. 
Internally,  first  a  mercurial  purgative,  afterwards  potass,  brom. 
gr.  XX  every  four  hours,  with  valerian  and  other  nervous  stimu- 
lants, which  each  separate  case  would  indicate,  controlling  the  cir- 
culation with  veratrum  viride.  When,  later  in  the  disease,  tonics 
were  required,  gave  quinia  and  iron  in  moderate  doses  until  re- 
covery was  complete. 

While  attending  the  meeting  of  the  Lancaster  County  Medical 
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Society,  about  the  commencement  of  our  epidemic,  some  of  our 

colleagues,  practitioners  in  Lancaster,  recited  quite  a  number  of 

cases  which  they  had  treated  successfully  with  heroic  doses  of 

qainia.     Although  we  live  in  a  malarious  region  and  have  malarious 

diseases  to  treat  all  the  year  round,  ou;r  cases  in  which  we  acted  at 

the  suggestion  of  our  professional  brethren  proved  invariably  fatal. 

It  was  only  when  we  commenced  our  depletory  measufes  that  the 

violence  of  the  disease  somewhat  abated.    Although  we  have  kept 

no  record  of  the  number  of  cases  treated,  I  think  I  will  be  justified 

in  saying  we  had  more  in  proportion  to  our  population  than  any 

other   part  of  the  county,  and,  after  commencing  our  depletory 

measures,  our  mortality  was  small.     Why  similar  cases  required 

treatment  directly  the  reverse  of  that  used  in  Lancaster  is  a  query 

we  are  unable  to  solve. 

Dr.  Alex.  Craiq  writes  as  follows : — 

"Since  the  State  Medical  Society,  at  its  session  at  Franklin, 
Pa.,  a  year  ago,  by  a  unanimous  vote  relieved  us  of  our  offending 
members,  peace,  prosperity,  and  good-will  have  prevailed  in  our 
midst.  The  mere  quarterly  quorum  has  been  replaced  by  a  full 
monthly  conYention,  and  the  indifferent,  formal  meeting  by  an  in- 
teresting report  from  almost  every  section  of  the  county,  with  an 
earnest  discussion  of  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  treatment  of 
the  various  diseases  reported. 

"  The  only  epidemic  worthy  of  note  during  the  past  year  was  one 
of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  Although  some  portions  of  the  county 
escaped,  the  attack  was  very  general,  being  of  a  more  malignant 
form  along  the  Susquehanna  and  other  miasmatic  districts.  It  first 
made  its  appearance  in  the  latter  part  of  February  and  continued 
through  March,  April,  and  May.  Were  I  to  attempt  a  history  of 
the  disease  as  ihet  by  us  I  would  but  repeat  the  words  of  Dr.  Allen 
in  his  report  from  Bradford  County  last  year.  I  therefore  refer  the 
reader  of  this  article  to  the  Transactions  of  1872,  pages  80-82. 

"  I  shall  confine  my  remarks  to  the  treatment  principally.  It  was 
*  as  varied  with  us  as  it  appears  to  have  been  with  most  others  here- 
tofore. While  some  relied  upon  heroic  doses  of  quinia,  giving  from 
eighty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  grains  in  twenty-four  hours,  and 
thus  continuing  it  for  days  in  succession,  others,  and  in  the  same 
locality,  used  but  little  quinia,  but,  instead,  gave  tincture  of  the 
chloride  of  iron,  bromide  of  potassium,  valerian,  and  other  nervous 
tonics,  regulating  the  circulation  with  either  alcoholic  stimulants  or 
veratrum  viride,  as  the  cases  demanded. 

"Along  the  river,  where  the  disease  was  most  malignant,  in  many 
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cases  the  only  hope  for  the  patient  was  in  early  and  free  blood- 
letting. The  attack  was  so  severe  and  so  sadden  that  if  the  con- 
gestion was  not  relieved,  the  patient  usually  died  in  from  twelve  to 
thirty-six  hours,  in  convulsions  or  collapse.  Having  thus  released 
the  patient  from  the  grasp  of  the  disease,  a  mercurial  purgative, 
followed  with  quinia,  iron,  and  other  tonics  and  alteratives,  consti- 
tuted the  groundwork  of  the  treatment,  being  varied  to  suit  the 
patient.  Locally,  cold  applications  to  the  head,  with  blisters  or 
cups  to  the  neck  and  spinal  region,  were  generally  employed. 
When  internal  and  local  remedies  were  no  longer  re^quired,  pro- 
longed and  perfect  rest  was  necessary  to  complete  the  cure. 

^^  In  Columbia,  where  the  disease  raged  in  its  most  aggravated  form, 
and  where  I  practise,  we  obtained  the  privilege  of  making  but  one 
post-mortem  examination.  This  patient,  a  boy  in  his  fifth  year,  died 
in  the  fourth  day  of  his  illness,  having  all  the  symptoms  of  the  dis- 
ease well  marked.  Here  we  found  the  entire  brain  highly  congested 
and  softened,  with  clots  of  blood,  to  the  amount  of  one  or  two 
ounces  in  all,  deposited  in  different  parts  thereof.  There  was  a 
considerable  quantity  of  serous  fluid,  but  not  much  congestion, 
about  the  spinal  cord  in  the  cervical  region.  This  examination  led 
us,  in  the  treatment  of  future  cases,  to  the  early  and  free  use  of  the 
lancet,  generally  followed  by  a  mercurial  cathartic,  and  that  by 
quinia,  iron,  etc.,  together  with  as  much  beef-tea,  milk,  and  other 
liquid  food  as  the  patient  would  take.  Opiates  were  used  either 
hypodermically  or  by  the  mouth  to  relieve  pain,  with  the  local  use 
of  cut  cups,  blisters,  and  cold  applications  to  the  head,  and  the  re- 
sult of  our  treatment  was  so  flattering,  that  to-day  we  rejoice  to 
know  there  is  yet  such  an  instrument  as  the  lancet. 

"Before  closing,  permit  me  to  add  a  testimonial  to  the  virtues  of 
revaccination.  Two  years  ago,  when  nearly  every  town  in  the  State 
was  threatened  with  an  epidemic  of  smallpox,  Columbia  was  not  an 
exception.  At  about  the  same  time  a  case  of  varioloid,  contracted 
in  Harrisburg,  and  one  ftrom  Philadelphia,  were  brought  to  their 
homes  here.  From  these  the  disease  spread  rapidly  to  every  part 
of  the  town.  A  general  revaccination  was  immediately  ordered 
by  the  borough  council,  and  thoroughly  made,  after  which  the  dis- 
ease disappeared.  I  attribute  our  escape  entirely  to  the  protective 
powers  of  the  vaccinations,  for  long  after  we  were  free  firona  the 
disease  it  progressed  unabated  in  the  neighboring  cities  of  Lancas- 
ter, Reading,  and  York,  where,  I  understand,  the  vaccination  was 

not  made  so  general." 

JOHN  K.  LINBA WEAVER, 
Chairman  Sanitary  Committee, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LYCOMING  CODNH  MEDICAL  SOCIEH. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  Sanitary  Report  of 
the  Lycoming  County  Medical  Society  addressed  a  circular  letter 
to  each  member  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  to  every  regular  prac- 
titioner in  the  county,  asking  for  such  information  as  would  enable 
them  to  present  a  full  and  reliable  report ;  but  they  regret  to  say 
that  notwithstanding  this  effort  they  failed  to  secure  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  members  generally ;  in  most  instances  no  response 
whatever  was  obtained,  and  consequently  the  report  must  be,  as 
usual,  incomplete  and  superficial. 

The  meetings  of  the  Society  have  been  changed,  during  the  past 
year,  from  quarterly  to  monthly,  with  the  result  of  greatly  increasing 
their  interest  and  profit.  Our  membership  has  been  slightly  in- 
creased, though  there  are  a  number  of  respectable  regular  phy- 
sicians in  the  county  who  have  so  far  failed  to  connect  themselves 
with  the  organization,  either  from  indifference  to  the  advantages 
of  such  association,  or  from  an  inability  to  realize  any  higher  con- 
ception  of  their  profession  than  that  of  a  mere  trade.  We  regret 
that  the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  Society  residing  outside 
of  the  city  and  its  vicinity,  has  not  been  as  regular  as  it  should  be. 
It  is  not  expected  that  those  members  who  reside  in  the  country 
districts,  and  who  are  engaged  in  active  practice,  can  possibly 
attend  every  meeting  of  the  Society,  yet  they  might  certainly  attend 
at  least  four  meetings  in  each  year.  The  excuse  which  is  urged  by 
many,  viz.,  the  difllculty  of  getting  to  the  meetings  owing  to  dis- 
tance, etc.,  is  certainly  not  a  valid  one,  in  view  of  the  superior 
railroad  facilities,  and  the  central  location  of  the  place  of  meeting. 
The  Society  has  repeatedly  expressed  a  willingness  to  hold  ita 
meetings  alternately  in  different  sections  of  the  county,  to  obviate 
this  difliculty,  but  so  far  this  proposition  has  met  with  no  encou- 
raging response. 

Our  meetings  have  been  steadily  growing  in  interest ;  many  care- 
fully prepared  and  valuable  papers  have  been  read,  and  questions 
in  medicine,  surgery,  and  therapeutics  discussed,  with  a  manifest 
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influence  upon  the  culture  of  the  profession.  The  beneficial  effects 
of  these  frequent  interchanges  of  views  and  opinions  are  seen  in 
the  marked  change  in  the  methods  of  practice  which  characterize 
the  profession  of  to-day;  there  is  far  less  routine  and  heroic  medi- 
cation, and  more  reliance  upon  hygiene  and  regimen  than  formerly 
prevailed. 

Dr.  Thos.  Lyon  reports  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers  as  pre- 
vailing in  his  practice  as  an  epidemic  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
of  1872,  a  few  cases  taking  on  the  congestive  type;  with  this  excep- 
tion, there  was  nothing  peculiar  in  the  character  of  these  diseases 
from  those  occurring  in  other  seasons.  In  the  treatment  of  the 
intermittent  form,  the  doctor  relies  upon  quinine  in  sufficient  doses 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  paroxysms,  and  a  continuance  of 
the  same  remedy,  in  smaller  doses,  as  a  prophylactic. 

He  reports  some  thirty  cases  of  pneumonia  treated  during  the 
winter  of  1872  and  1873,  all  of  which  were  more  or  less  complicated, 
pleurisy  accompanying  a  large  majority  of  them ;  some  assumed  a 
typhoid  form.  In  the  commencement  of  the  treatment  he  resorts 
to  mild  antiphlogistic  measures  in  the  more  sthenic  forms,  but 
relies  chiefly  upon  restorative  means,  consisting  of  nutritions,  bnt 
liquid,  diet  and  alcoholic  stimulants.  In  many  cases  he  found  qui- 
nine advantageous.  He  affirms  his  confidence  in  counter-irritation, 
especially  blisters,  claiming  that  in  no  instance  were  any  unpleasant 
symptoms  observed. 

He  observed  a  number  of  cases  of  scarlatina  during  the  winter 
of  1873,  presenting  an  unusual  diversity  of  type;  while  the  majority 
were  of  the  simple  form,  some  assumed  the  anginose,  and  a  few 
took  on  the  malignant  type.  He  has  nothing  peculiar  to  report  as 
to  treatment.  In  the  severer  forms  he  administers  quinine,  iron,  and 
supporting  diet,  using  chlorate  of  potassa  both  locally  and  internally. 
Asa  local  application  in  cases  of  serious  involvement  of  the  throat, 
he  uses  argent,  nit.  gr.  xv  to  3j  aq-  rosae,  applied  three  times  a  day 
by  means  of  a  camePs-hair  pencil.  To  moderate  the  heat  of  skin 
he  employs  tepid  sponging. 

In  surgery  he  reports  a  number  of  cases  of  fracture  occurring  in 
aged  persons.  The  first  case,  that  of  Mrs.  D.,  aged  76  years,  was 
first  seen  on  the  30th  of  June,  1872  ;  there  was  a  double  fracture 
of  the  leg,  the  internal  and  external  malleoli  were  broken,  and  also 
an  oblique  fracture  of  the  tibia  and  fibula,  about  three  inches  above 
the  ankle.  The  treatment  was  by  means  of  a  straight  splint  and 
extension  by  adhesive  plaster.  She  recovered  entirely  in  three 
months  so  as  to  be  able  to  walk  without  any  support. 
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W.  S.,  aged  65  years,  with  fracture  of  thigh.  This  was  also  a 
double  fracture,  the  first  occurring  about  three  inches  above  the 
patella,  and  again  some  inches  above  the  first,  producing  what 
might  be  termed  a  double  oblique  fracture,  and  causing  the  bone  to 
be  loose  at  both  ends.  This  case  was  dressed  by  the  doctor,  assisted 
by  Dr.  Geo.  D.  Nutt,  August  2nh,  1872.  Dr.  Physic's  long  splint 
was  employed,  with  extension  kept  up  by  means  of  adhesive  plaster. 
This  case  also  made  a  good  recovery,  being  able  to  walk  veyy  com- 
fortably in  three  months  with  the  aid  of  a  cane. 

Was  called,  Dec.  26th,  1872,  to  visit  Miss  H.,  aged  17  years,  with 
a  compound  comminuted  fracture  of  the  tibia ;  four  inches  of  the 
bone  was  detached  and  came  away ;  the  fibula  was  also  fractured. 
The  treatment  was  the  same  as  in  the  former  case,  with  such  modi- 
fication as  was  necessitated  by  the  external  wound.  She  made  a 
very  satisfactory  recovery,  with  a  good  limb,,  and  can  now  walk  a 
distance  of  four  miles  without  the  use  of  a  cane. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1872,  was  called  to  see  Mr.  P.  J.,  aged  60 
years,  who  had  sustained  a  severe  injury  of  the  right  foot  by  the 
falling  of  a  heavy  piece  of  timber  upon  it ;  there  was  a  compound 
comminuted  fracture  of  the  ankle-joint,  as  well  as  of.the  metatarsal 
bones ;  the  foot  was,  in  fact,  crushed.  Amputation  was  performed 
in  the  middle  of  the  leg,  but  owing  to  the  degeneration  of  his 
arterial  system,  gangrene  very  soon  supervened  in  the  stump,  and 
spread  with  such  rapidity  as  to  demand  a  re-araputation  above  the 
knee,  in  ten  days  from  the  first  operation.  This  was  also  followed 
by  a  recurrence  of  the  gangrene,  which  rapidly  induced  a  fatal  ter- 
mination of  the  case. 

Mr.  I.  Y.,  aged  25  years,  was  seriously  injured  by  falling  against 
a  circular  saw  on  the  20th  of  May,  1873.  His  right  arm  was  cut 
completely  off.  Amputation  of  the  lacerated  stump  was  performed 
very  near  the  shoulder  by  myself,  assisted  by  my  son.  Dr.  Ed.  Lyon. 
In  a  few  days  erysipelas  developed,  followed  by  sloughing  of  the 
stump.  The  diseased  action  was,  however,  promptly  arrested; 
granulation  took  place  ;  and  the  patient  is  at  present  doing  well, 
with  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  recovery. 

He  also  had  a  number  of  minor  surgical  operations  during  the 
year,  such  as  amputations  of  fingers,  hands,  toes,  etc.,  and  in  a 
large  number  of  these,  as  indeed  in  all  surgical  cases,  he  has  ob- 
served an  unusual  tendency  to  erysipelas. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Crawford,  of  Williamspoii;,  contributes  the  following : — 
During  the-  summer  and  fall  of  1872,  there  was  less  malarial  dis- 
ease than  during  the  summer  months  of  the  previous  year.     For 
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several  years  preceding  1871,  this  valley  had  been  remarkably  ex- 
empt from  diseases  of  that  type.  It  was  the  opinion  of  several  of 
the  oldest  and  most  prominent  medical  men  of  this  county,  who  had 
much  experience  and  opportunity  for  observing  the  peculiarities  of 
this  class  of  diseases,  that  they  have  a  periodical  recurrence  once  in 
seven  years,  at  which  time  the  cause  is  intensified  to  its  greatest 
degree,  then  gradually  subsides  until  it  almost  entirely  disappears, 
to  be  renewed  again  at  the  seventh  year.  From  my  own  stand-point 
I  am  inclined  to  think  there  is  some  foundation  for  this  opinion. 
Further  observation  will  confirm  this  theory,  or  place  it  where  many 
of  its  predecessors  have  gone. 

We  had  no  prevailing  epidemic  during  the  last  summer  and  fall, 
except  during  the  latter  part  of  the  kutumn  and  early  part  of  the 
winter,  when  an  epidemic  influenza  made  its  appearance,  passing  by 
but  few  ;  and  though  of  rather  a  mild  form,  yet  suflaciently  severe  to 
confine  many  to  their  rooms  and  beds  for  several  days.  Late  in  the 
fall  it  became  evident  that  we  were  to  be  visited  with  puerperal  fever. 
During  December,  1872,  and  January  and  February,  1873, 1  saw  a 
number  of  cases,  in  consultation,  but  up  to  April  I  had  no  trouble 
with  my  own  lying-in  cases.     On  the  8th  of  this  month  (April)  Mrs. 

H was  confined,  after  a  short,  and  I  should  say  an  easy,  labor. 

She  passed  along  to  the  15th  very  favorably,  when  she  had  a  severe 
chill,  followed  by  high  fever,  pain,  and  soreness  over  the  abdomen, 
but  more  especially  in  the  right  iliac  region.  By  the  use  of  anti- 
phlogistics,  leeches,  counter-irritants,  fomentations,  and  anodynes, 
after  a  few  days,  the  severity  of  the  disease  subsided.  The  inflam- 
mation then  attacked  the  left  side,  where  it  was  more  unyielding 
and  persistent,  accompanied  with  retention  of  the  urine,  which  had 
to  be  relieved,  for  a  time,  mechanically.  Here  we  had  a  case  of 
pelvic  cellulitis,  which  ended  in  suppuration  and  opened  into  the 
vaginal  canal,  high  up,  near  the  cervix  of  the  uterus  on  the  left 
side.    The  patient  has  now  nearly  regained  her  usual  health. . 

My  next  unfavorable  case  was  delivered,  after  an  ordinary  labor, 
on  the  25th  day  of  April.  On  the  second  day  of  May  she  had  a 
chill,  followed  by  fever,  abdominal  pain,  soreness  and  diarrhoea, 
with  occasional  vomiting,  great  thirst,  suspension  of  the  mammary 
glands,  tympanitis,  delirium,  and  hiccoughs.  She  died  on  the  lith 
of  May. 

On  the  18th  of  March  I  was  called  to  see  a  child  five  years  old. 
It  had  been  sick  five  days,  and  had  been  attended  by  a  Rev.  Homoeo- 
pathic quack.  She  had  erysipelas  of  the  face  and  scalp,  which  pre- 
sented nothing  peculiar  during  its  progress.    Soon  after  this  child 
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hashed  together  and  cooked  in  one  vessel,  served  in  the  same  dish 
and  deposited  in  the  same  stomach.  This  I  learned  from  my  own 
ohservation  and  the  declaration  of  her  neighbors.  With  all  this 
abominable  mixture  taken  into  her  diseased  stomach  she  did  not 
suffer  at  all,  as  would  usually  be  the  case,  from  nausea  and  vomit- 
ing. From  about  the  first  of  September,  at  her  earnest  solicitations, 
I  visited  her  regularly  every  two  or  three  days,  and  endeavored  with 
tonics,  alteratives,  and  so  on,  to  sustain  her  sinking  powers,  but  with 
such  an  army  of  most  serious  diseases  and  her  hygienic  surround- 
ings, the  prospect  was  anything  but  flattering.  She  gradually  wasted 
away,  grew  weaker,  and  if  possible  even  more  jaundiced.  The  larda- 
ceous  discharges  became  more  frequent  until  they  passed  involunta- 
rily and  in  a  fluid  state.  She  showed  me  some  of  the  dejections.  The 
fatty  part  looked  as  if  it  had  passed  the  bowels  in  a  fluid  condition 
and  spread  itself  over  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  with  a  small  quan- 
tity of  semi-fluid  feces  in  the  centre.  She  was  obliged  to  wear 
several  heavy  skirts  to  protect  her  outer  garments,  and  the  woman 
who  did  her  washing  told  me  that  her  clothing  was  saturated  with 
grease,  so  that  when  immersed  in  hot  water  the  oily  globules  floated 
on  the  surface.  Fearing  she  would  die  alone,  we  urged  her  to  allow 
some  one  to  remain  with  her  and  do  her  work.  About  ten  days 
before  her  death  we  engaged  a  woman  to  take  care  of  her.  She 
paid  about  three  times  the  amount  charged  in  order  to  get  the  nurse 
away,  after  having  kept  her  three  days.  About  10  o'clock,  on  the 
morning  of  the  23d  of  December,  a  neighbor  went  to  her  house,  but 
found  the  doors  locked  and  shutters  closed.  She  rapped  several 
times,  but,  getting  no  response,  she  went  for  another  neighbor  who 
came  with  her  husband.  To  their  surprise  when  they  came  to  the 
door  it  was  unlocked.  They  found  the  sick  woman  in  bed,  unable 
to  articulate  intelligibly.  She  eeased  to  breathe  about  12  o'clock. 
By  her  determined  will  she  kept  upon  her  feet  till  within  two  hours 
of  her  death.  On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  assisted  by  Drs.  T.  and 
E.  Lyon  and  Detwiler,  a  post-mortem  examination  was  held.  We 
found  the  body  much  emaciated,  of  a  dark  mahogany  color.  On 
la3ring  open  the  abdomen  the  first  peculiarity  that  met  the  view  was 
the  stomach,  which  was  atrophied  to  one-third  its  size  in  a  healthy 
adult  We  passed  a  ligature  around  the  cardiac  extremity  and 
another  below  the  pancreas,  and  removed  both  these  organs  from 
the  body.  We  will  refer  to  these  again.  The  liver  was  hypertro- 
phied,  of  more  than  usual  firmness,  and  upon  making  an  incision 
into  the  left  lobe  we  found  a  small  abscess  containing  a  dark-colored 
unhealthy  looking  pus.  The  gall-bladder  was  enlarged  to  at  least 
four  times  its  normal  size,  and  filled  with  a  thick,  tenacious  sub- 
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Stance,  which  resembled  tar  more  than  bile.  The  ductas  communis 
choledochus,  at  its  outlet  into  the  duodenum,  was  completely  closed. 
The  small  intestines  contained  only  lardaceous  matter — the  large 
ones  some  feces  mixed  with  the  former.  The  peritoneum  and  the 
folds  of  the  omentum  were  of  a  dark  color  from  the  stain  of  the 
vitiated  bile.  The  lungs  were  sound,  save  a  little  adhesion  on  the 
right  side,  the  result  of  previous  disease.  There  was  nothing  pecu- 
liar about  the  heart  but  its  jaundiced  color  externally,  but,  upon 
opening  the  right  auricle,  a  fatty  substance,  the  size  of  a  man's 
thumb  to  the  first  joint,  was  found  in  it,  but  entirely  detached,  so 
that  it  rolled  out  upon  the  table.  All  other  parts  of  this  organ 
were  normal.  The  internal  coatings  of  some  of  the  larger  arteries 
presented  a  most  beautiful  gold-colored  appearance.  At  this  point 
in  our  investigations  we  were  compelled  to  desist.  During  tiie 
greater  part  of  the  previous  night  we  had  been  trying  to  relieve  the 
wounded  and  d3'ing  at  Newberry — sufferers  from  the  terrible  acci- 
dent of  Christmas  evening.  To  them  we  were  anxious  to  return 
and  give  our  attention.  Moreover,  friends  were  gathering  at  the 
home  of  this  lone  woman  to  show  the  last  neighborly  act  of  kind- 
ness to  her  inanimate  clay. 

We  said  in  the  beginning  of  our  remarks  upon  the  post-mortem 
examination,  that  we  would  refer  to  some  parts  again*  As  stated 
before,  we  removed  the  stomach,  duodenum,  and  pancreas,  and 
brought  them  to  my  office,  where  we  could  examine  them  at  leisure. 
Assisted  by  Prs.  T.  Lyon  and  Detwiler,  also  Dr.  Nutt,  who  aided  us 
much  by  his  skilflil  management  of  the  microscope,  we  carefully 
investigated  these  organs.  Upon  laying  open  the  stomach,  the  only 
contents  exhibited  were  a  large  quantity  of  this  lardaceous  matter, 
which,  being  inspected  with  the  microscope  and  tested  with  iodine, 
demonstrated  clearly  its  oily  nature.  The  mucous  membrane  was 
most  deeply  engorged  and  of  a  bright  florid  color.  To  the  micro- 
scopic view  it  presented  a  most  complete  and  beautiful  network  or 
tissue  of  bloodvessels,  studded  over  with  oil  globules.  The  pyloric 
orifice  was  much  contracted  and  its  walls  thickened.  The  pancreas 
was  hard  and  irregular,  under  the  knife  very  unyielding,  co1<h*  light, 
to  the  touch  like  gristle.  With  the  microscope,  the  cancer  cell  is 
revealed  most  perfectly. 

Fearing  I  have  occupied  too  much  space  already,  I  will  leave  the 
question  of  the  origin  of  this  lardaceous  formation  and  the  manner 
by  which  it  found  its  way  into  the  heart,  and  why  it  produced  no 
disturbance  in  the  motions  of  that  organ,  to  others  to  discuss. 

Dr.  Thos.  H.  Helsbt,  reports:  "There  has  been  no  epidemic 
prevalence  of  disease  in  my  practice  during  the  past  year,  with  the 
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exception  of  influenza,  which  followed  the  widespread  epizootic  in 
the  winter  of  1872.  The  cases  were  generally  mild  and  yielded 
readily  to  treatment,  except  when  occurring  in  the  very  young  or 
aged,  or  in  those  debilitated  by  previous  illness.  The  only  fatal  case 
that  came  under  my  observation  was  that  of  a  girl  aged  17  years, 
who  was  convalescing  from  an  attack  of  pneumonia.  The  consolida- 
tion of  the  lung  had  completely  disappeared,  and  the  patient  had  so 
far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  leave  her  room  and  exercise  for  a  short 
time  in  the  open  air,  when  she  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  severe  fron- 
tal headache  over  the  brow  with  pain  and  aching  in  the  eyes.  There 
was  little  or  no  fever,  temperature  of  skin  normal,  and  pulse  at  first 
about  eighty  per  minute.  There  was  slight  epistaxis  and  hypersB- 
mic  swelling  of  the  mucons  membrane  of  the  nose  and  discharge  of 
blood  and  mucus  caused  by  constant  picking.  The  patient  com- 
plained also  of  aching  of  the  muscles  generally  and  severe  neuralgic 
pains  in  the  chest  and  limbs.  There  was  slight  cough,  though 
this  was  not  troublesome,  considerable  dyspnoea,  and  an  oppressive 
feeling  across  the  chest.  There  was  from  the  first  great  prostration 
of  muscular  strength,  with  stupor  and  delirium,  especially  at  night. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  attack  there  was  nausea  and  vomiting, 
with  thirst  and  complete  anorexia.  The  bowels  were  constipated, 
requiring  the  use  of  enemata.  During  the  last  three  or  four  days 
there  was  retention  of  urine.  At  first  the  auscultatory  signs  were 
negative,  there  was  only  feebleness  of  respiratory  murmur,  with 
clearness  of  percussion  sound,  but,  during  the  last  twenty-four 
hours,  there  were  fine  moist  riles  heard  over  both  lungs,  indicating 
oedema.  The  case  terminated  fetally  on  the  fourteenth  day  from 
the  commencement  of  the  attack. 

^^  Malarial  fevers  have  prevailed  less  frequently  than  in  previous 
years,  and  the  intermittent  type  is  much  more  commonly  met  with 
than  the  remittent  form.  I  have  nothing  peculiar  to  communicate . 
in  reference  to  treatment,  beyond  the  fact  that  I  have  recently  re- 
sorted to  the  administration  of  quinia  by  enema  in  the  case  of 
children  and  Others  where  great  difiSculty  is  experienced  in  giving 
it  by  the  mouth ;  the  result  has  been  entirely  satisfactory. 

^  Erysipelas,  both  idiopathic  and  traumatic,  has  prevailed  to  an 
unusual  extent  during  the  last  spring  and  present  summer.  The 
cases  were  generally  of  mild  character  and  recovered  promptly 
under  the  usual  treatment. 

"  The  two  following  cases  are  sufficiently  interesting  and  unusual 
to  justify  a  report  of  them  in  detail: — 

"  Mr.  W.  M.,  aged  22  years,  an  attomey-at-law,  residing  in  Wil- 
liamsport,  consulted  me  on  the  14th  of  May,  1872,  for  a  severe  pain 
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in  the  right  temple,  occurring  in  paroxysms,  with  a  constant  and 
persistent  dull  pressure  in  the  interval.  He  had  a  severe  attack 
of  diphtheria  in  childhood,  since  that  time  his  health  had  not  been 
good.  This  was  followed  by  some  derangement  of  the  urinary 
organs,  which  the  patient  and  his  friends  called  diabetes,  bat  which 
appeared  to  be  an  irritability  of  the  bladder,  necessitating  an 
unusaal  frequency  of  micturition.  He  stated  that  he  had  entirely 
recovered  from  this  difficulty.  The  pain  in  the  temple  came  on 
after  an  attack  of  sunstroke,  which  occurred  about  one  year  before, 
and  has  continued  ever  since,  proving  rebellious  to  all  efforts  for 
its  relief.  About  one  month  before  coming  under  my  care  he  had 
visited  Philadelphia  to  obtain  professional  advice,  and  while  there 
potassii  iodidi  in  large  doses  internally  and  the  local  application  of 
an  ointment  of  veratria  and  aconitia  were  prescribed.  This  treat- 
ment was  continued  regularly  for  four  weeks  without  any  apparent 
benefit.  I  was  induced  by  the  history  of  the  case  to  examine  the 
urine,  and  an  application  of  the  usual  test  revealed  the  presence  of 
albumen,  though  no  sugar  could  be  detected. 

"  On  the  1st  of  June,  after  exposure  to  cold,  he  was  seized  with  an 
acute  inflammation  of  the  external  auditory  canal  on  the  right  side. 
This  was  treated  by  the  usual  warm  fomentations  and  opiates  to 
relieve  pain.  In  three  or  four  days  a  profuse  discharge  of  pus 
ensued  and  the  inflammation  subsided.  A  similar  attack  immedi- 
ately occurred  in  the  left  ear  and  went  through  the  same  course. 
The  subsequent  otorrhoea  promptly'  improved  under  the  use  of  mild 
astringents  and  syringing  with  tepid  water.  While  the  patient  was 
recovering  from  the  aural  trouble,  about  the  8th  of  June,  he  was 
suddenly  attacked  with  a  brachial  neuralgia  on  the  left  side,  the 
pain  extending  from  the  shoulder  to  the  wrist  and  hand,  with  a 
feeling  of  tingling  and  numbness  in  the  fingers.  The  attacks  of 
,  pain  were  paroxysmal,  more  severe  at  night.  The  hypodermic  injec- 
tion of  morphia,  ^  gr.  with  ^  gr.  of  atropia,  once  or  twice  daily, 
afforded  some  relief  to  the  violence  of  the  pain  and  secured  some 
rest.  This  was  continued  for  two  weeks,  while  the  local  application 
of  anodyne  liniments,  consisting  of  chloroform,  aconite,  and  bella- 
donna, was  made  to  the  painful  part.  Iron,  quinia,  and  strychnia 
were  administered  internally,  and  electricity,  in  the  form  of  the 
induced  current,  was  employed.  Under  this  treatment  the  patient 
gradually  recovered,  though  not  until  he  had  gone  through  a  similar 
attack  of  the  right  side.  On  the  16th  of  July  he  was  convalescent 
so  far  as  his  neuralgia  was  concerned.  From  the  time  the  brachial 
neuralgia  began,  the  pain  in  the  temple  entirely  disappeared,  and  the 
patient  congratulated  himself  on  his  complete  relief.    He  entered 
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upon  his  professional  daties  with  renewed  interest,  and  for  several 
months  appeared  to  enjoy  excellent  health.  His  urine,  however, 
gave  evidence  of  the  presence  of  albumen.  About  the  Ist  of  Oct. 
18*72,  the  pain  in  the  temple  returned  and  has  continued  since;  the 
patient  manifests  a  decided  tendency  to  hypochondriasis.  He  is 
absorbed  in  his  own  condition,  has  lost  all  interest  in  his  professional 
pursuits,  and  become  depressed  and  despondent.  • 

'^  Mr.  H.,  aged  35  years,  occupation  lumberman,  residing  about 
fifty  miles  from  Williamsport,  came  to  the  city  to  seek  professional 
advice;  came  under  my  care  April  8,  18T2.  He  stated  that  about 
one  year  ago  he  was  taken  with  a  severe  pain  in  the  left  side, 
aggravated  by  respiration,  accompanied  by  short  hacking  cough, 
and  inability  to  lie  on  the  sound  side.  As  he  lived  in  the  country, 
at  a  distance  from  a  physician,  he  did  not  receive  any  medical  treat- 
ment. But  the  symptoms  persisting,  and  becoming  more  trouble- 
some, he  consulted  a  practitioner  in  the  vicinity,  who  pronounced 
it  a  case  of  phthisis ;  after  undergoing  treatment  at  his  home  for 
six  months,  without  improvement,  he  came  to  Williamsport,  and 
placed  himself  under  my  care.  He  presented  the  following  symp- 
toms :  He  cannot  lie  down,  but  is  compelled  to  assume  a  sitting 
posture,  on  account  of  urgent  dyspnoea.  His  skin  and  conjunctiva 
were  discolored,  of  a  decided  icteroid  hue.  There  was  oedema  of 
the  legs  and  feet,  pain  and  tenderness  in  the  right  hypochondriac 
region,  with  increased  area  of  dulness  over  the  liver ;  tongue 
thickly  furred,  no  appetite,  and  occasional  vomiting  of  mucus. 
The  urine  was  scanty,  high  colored,  and  depositing  lithates  abun- 
dantly. Short,  hacking  cough,  with  frothy  mucus  expectoration. 
The  heart  was  found  beating  t^o  the  right  of  the  sternum,  and 
pushed  up  until  its  impulse  could  be  felt  beneath  the  right  clavicle. 
The  radial  pulse,  on  the  left  side,  was  entirely  absent ;  on  the  right 
side  it  was  feebler  and  frequent,  about  110  per  minute.  On  inspec- 
tion, the  chest  appeared  much  enlarged  on  the  left  side,  with  bulg- 
ing of  the  intercostal  spaces.  There  was  complete  dulness  on 
percussion,  and  absence  of  all  respiratory  sounds  on  that  side? 
except  some  tubular  respiration  on  the  posterior  aspect,  in  the 
inter-scapular  region.  The  case  was  manifestly  one  of  chronic 
pleurisy  with  effusion.  After  some  treatment,  designed  to  relieve 
the  portal  congestion  and  consequent  gastric  catarrh,  which 
seriously  interfered  with  the  nutrition  of  the  patient,  he  was 
placed  on  the  use  of  bark  and  iodide  of  potassium,  with  iodine  locally 
to  the  chest.  This  treatment  was  continued  for  ten  days  without 
improvement.  About  this  time  a  local  swelling  occurred  between 
the  seventh  and  eighth  ribs,  and  indicated  a  tendency  to  point.    In  a 
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few  days  I  concluded  to  open  it,  and  a  large  quantity  of  pus  was 
discharged.  Tiie  nature  of  tiie  fluid  being  thus  revealed,  I  deter- 
mined to  perform  paracentesis  thoracis,  which  was  done  on  the 
19th  of  April,  1872,  by  means  of  an  ordinary  trocar  and  canula; 
a  tin  washbasin  full  of  pus  was  discharged  with  great  relief 
to  the  patient.  Means  were  taken  to  keep  the  puncture  open  to 
facilitate  the  free  discharge  of  the  matter.  He  was  ordered  iron, 
quinine,  and  cod-liver  oil,  with  nutritious  diet  and  alcoholic  stimu- 
lants. Under  this  treatment  he  slowly  improved.  He  could  now 
lie  down  without  difficulty ;  his  appetite  improved,  and  by  the  last 
of  May  he  was  able  to  sit  up,  and  even  to  ride  out  occasionally. 
Having  been  absent  from  home  nearly  two  months,  he  became  very 
anxious  to  return,  and,  in  fact,  exhibited  signs  of  homesickness. 
On  the  10th  of  June  I  consented  to  his  return,  though  very  anxious 
to  retain  him  longer  under  observation.  At  the  time  of  his  depar- 
ture, the  opening  in  the  chest  was  still  discharging,  but  he  had 
gained  considerably  in  flesh  and  strength,  his  appetite  and  digestion 
good,  and  he  felt  confident  of  ultimate  recovery.  The  pulse  in  the 
left  radial  artery  had  not  returned,  though  there  was  no  perceptible 
diflerence  in  the  temperature  of  the  two  extremities. 

"  He  continued  to  improve  steadily  after  his  return  home,  and  the 
last  heard  from  him  (April,  1873)  he  had  so  far  recovered  as  to  be 
able  to  attend  to  his  work,  as  well  as  to  take  his  gun  and  indulge 
in  the  pleasure  of  hunting.  The  only  apparent  result  from  the 
attack  was  some  retraction  of  the  chest  wall,  and  consequent  de- 
formity of  the  spine  and  shoulder.  The  openings  in  the  chest,  both 
from  the  operation  and  that  resulting  from  the  natural  pointing  of 
the  pus,  have  entirely  healed." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.  H.  HELSBY,  M.D., 
J.  S.  CRAWFORD.  M.D., 
CHAS.  LYON,M.D., 

Committee, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MERGER    OOUNTT    MEDIOAL    SOCIETY.  173 


REPORT  OF  THE  MERCER  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  principal  noteworthy  diseases  which  have  prevailed  in  my 
practice  in*  the  past  six  months  have  been  rheamatism,  malarial 
fevers,  and  erysipelas. 

The  rheumatic  cases  have  generally  been  of  a  mild  form  and 
yielded  to  ordinary  treatment,  although,  as  is  often  the  case,  were 
inclined  to  be  somewhat  protracted. 

The  malarial  diseases  which  came  under  my  observation  were 
not  so  tractable.  Indeed,  the  most  common  cause  of  disease  in  our 
valley  ^is  malaria,  which  presents  itself  in  all  the  various  forms 
which  that  fearful  poison  is  capable  of  assuming,  from  the  simplest 
intermittent  fever  to  the  most  sudden  and  fatal  pernicious  attack.  I 
have  known  some  patients  to  die  in  the  first  chill  and  others  in  the 
third  and  fourth.  They  would  complain  of  being  cold,  soon  become 
delirious  and  partially  unconscious,  greatly  prostrated,  and  with 
profuse  perspiration,  gradually  sink  and  die  comatose.  In  one 
instance,  in  which  the  patient  was  pregnant,  vomiting  and  purging, 
with  notable  embarrassment  of  respiration,  were  prominent  symp- 
toms, and  she  died,  collapsed  and  comatose,  in  a  little  over  forty- 
eight  hours.  Besides  these  appalling  instances  of  pernicious  inter- 
mittents,  I  have  had  a  few  peculiar  cases  which  were  deviations 
from  the  ordinary  forms  of  malarial  attacks,  even  in  this  section  of 
country  where  we  have  it  in  all  its  manifold  eccentricities. 

Case  I. — Mrs.  K. ;  was  attacked  with  sharp,  cramping  pains  in 
the  abdomen,  followed  by  high  fever,  but  no  sweating.  The  pain 
was  controlled  with  chloral-hydrate,  which  had  to  be  given  steadily 
for  twenty-four  hours.  The  fever,  however,  continued,  and  in  three 
days  she  was  again  attacked  with  the  cramping  and  pains  in  the 
bowels.  Chloral-hydrate,  as  before,  allayed  the  pain,  but  the  fever 
advanced,  with  a  pulse  of  130,  without  any  cessation  for  three  days 
longer,  when  the  cramping  and  pain  returned.  There  had  been  no 
abatement  of  the  febrile  symptoms  from  the  commencement  of  the 
case,  but  upon  the  return  of  the  pain  and  cramping  in  the  abdomen 
at  regular  intervals,  I  saw  an  intermittent  paroxysm,  and  thereupon 
administered  quinine  and  had  my  patient  well  in  a  few  days. 
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Case  IT. — Mrs.  H. ;  complained  of  a  steady  and  sharp  pain  in 
her  head  for  three  days,  when  she  became  delirious  and  comatose. 
The  evening  of  the  third  day  she  had  a  convulsion  which  lasted  an 
hour,  and  was  followed  by  a  high  fever,  then  profuse  perspiration. 
Slie  had  three  convulsions  at  regular  intervals.  I  gave  anti-peri- 
odics,  and  a  recovery  was  speedily  brought  about. 

Case  III. — Mrs.  S.,  when  seven  months  pregnant,  sent  for  me  to 
attend  her.  I  found  her  having  severe  pains  in  the  abdomen,  with 
apparent  uterine  contraction.  These  pains  came  on  about  every 
eight  minutes,  growing  stronger  each  time.  An  old  midwife  was 
in  attendance,  who  said  to  me,  when  I  entered  the  room,  that  labor 
had  commenced.  I  made  an  examination  and  found  the  os  uteri 
closed,  with  no  Indication  of  labor.  I  remained  three  hours,  and 
although  the  pains  seemed  like  the  second  stage  of  labor,  I  could 
discover  no  signs  of  labor  progressing.  I  gave  her  morphia  in 
large  doses,  and  arrested  the  pains.  She  had  five  or  six  of  these 
attacks  occurring  in  regular  order  every  fourth  day.  I  then  gave 
her  quinine  and  tincture  of  nux  vomica,  which  cured  ber,«and  I 
delivered  her  at  eight  months  and  a  half  of  a  healthy  child. 

Erysipelas  has  prevailed  quite  extensively  during  the  past  five 
months,  and  almost  eveiy  physician  along  the  Shenango  Valley  has 
had  to  contend  with  this  terrible  disease.  I  could  record  a  number 
of  cases  which  were  remarkable  for  their  severity,  grave  complica- 
tions, and  sequelae,  but  deem  it  best  to  make  only  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  course  I  pursued  in  their  treatment,  and  leave  the  reader 
to  draw  his  own  inferences. 

In  nine  cases  of  malignant  phlegmonous  erj'sipelas  which  came 
under  my  care  in  the  past  four  months,  I  adopted  the  following 
measures,  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  I  believe  proved  of  the  greatest 
benefit  and  brought  every  patient  through  safely. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  disease  I  gave  an  active  saline 
cathartic,  and  as  soon  as  the  bowels  were  thoroughly  evacuated, 
administered  bisulphite  of  soda  and  bromide  of  calcium  in  large 
and  frequent  doses.  These  two  articles  constituted  the  main  consti- 
tutional remedies.  Topically  I  applied  an  ointment  prepared  as 
follows : — 

R. — Acid,  carbolic.  Z^v; 
Plambi  carboaat.  §iij  ; 
Adipis,  gij. 

This  ointment,  I  believe,  proved  highly  beneficial,  and  I  prefer 
it  to  any  other  preparation. 

In  the  treatment  of  erysipelas  I  strongly  recommend  the  bisul- 
phite of  soda  to  the  profession,  and   believe  it  will  correct  that 
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pathological  condition  of  the  blood  which  most  certainly  exists, 
better  than  any  other  remedy.  As  I  have  already  stated,  I  relied 
upon  it  mainly  in  the  treatment  of  some  of  the  most  malignant 
c  ases  which  I  have  ever  met,  and  prefer  it  to  any  other  remedy. 

B.  £.  MOSSMAN,  M.D. 

Mercer  County,  in  which  Sharon  is  situated,  is  a  western  border 
county,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Crawford,  east  by  Venango  and 
Batler  counties,  south  by  Lawrence,  and  west  by  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio.     Sharon  is  the  largest  town  in  the  county,  having  a  popu- 
lation of  between  five  and  six  thousand,  and  representing  in  its 
business  relations  a  population  of  at  least  fifteen  thousand,  situated 
within  a  circle  eight  miles  in  diameter.     Within  this  circle  or  area 
are  numerous  coal  mines,  worked  mostly  by  English,  Welsh,  and 
Scotch  miners,  with  a  small  proportion  of  Germans,  and  still  less 
Irish.     It  also  contains  three  rolling  mills,  two  nail  factories,  and 
five  blast  furnaces.     It  is  traversed  by  four  railroads,  two  being 
through  lines,  the  others  local.    The  Shenango  River,  a  confluent  of 
the  Beaver,  which  enters  the  Ohio  below  Pitt,  also  traverses  this 
area  as  well  as  the  entire  western  line  of  the  county.    Its  average 
width  is  about  fifty  yards.     The  practice  of  the  physicians  of  Sharon, 
except  in  isolated  cases,  is  confined  mainly  to  the  area  here  de- 
scribed.   Intermittent  fevers  in  well-defined  characters,  or  present- 
ing a  combination  with  remittent  symptoms,  have  prevailed   as 
heretofore  extensively,  although  so  far  this  season,  June  23d,  the 
number  of  cases  is  less  than  at  the  same  period  last  year,  and 
nothing  peculiar  except  what  was  mentioned  in  this  report  from 
this  county  last  year  has  been  noticed  in  the  character  of  our  fevers. 
Typhoid  fever  has  prevailed  only  sporadically,  but  its  mortality 
has  been  large.     Scarlet  fever,  measles,  and  whooping-cough  have 
prevailed  to  a  limited  extent  and  in  a  mild  form,  percentage  of  mor- 
tality low.     Several  cases  of  diphtheria  appeared  in  one  locality. 
They  were  severe,  one  at  least;  one  case  seen  by  the  writer,  died  of 
gangrene  involving  the  tonsil  and  fauces.      Erysipelas  has  been 
more  than  usually  prevalent  during  the  greater'  part  of  the  year. 
Many  cases  of  wounds  have  sufiered  from  it,  and  I  have  hesitated 
to  operate  several  times ;  or  delayed  operations  for  fear  of  it.    One 
death,  an  idiopathic  case,  occurred  from  cerebral  involvement. 

I  have  seen  but  one  case  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  After  an 
illness  and  convalescence,  each  extending  over  several  weeks,  the 
child  (five years  old)  has  nearly  recovered.  Pleurisy,  pneumonia,  and 
bronchitis  have  given  but  little  trouble,  the  cases  being  but  few  in 
number  and  mild  in  grade,  but  rheumatism  has  prevailed  to  an  un- 
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usual  extent,  generally  of  the  milder  form,  a  few  being  acute,  but 
most  of  them  subacute.    They  have  all  yielded  readily  to  the  alka- 
line treatment  in  combination  with  colchicum  carried  to  the  extent 
of  catharsis ;  and  anodynes  as  needed  to  relieve  pain  and  procure 
rest.    Some  physicians  think  that  child-bed  fever  is  erysipelatous 
in  its  lesion.    Without  any  positive  proof  of  the  correctness  of  this 
opinion,  I  have  been  inclined  to  believe  from  experiencing  the  simul- 
taneous occurrence  of  the  two  diseases  so  frequently,  that  it  maybe 
founded  in  truth,  at  least  so  far  as  cases  of  nutrition  are  concerned. 
Four  deaths  from  metritis  and  metro-peritonitis,  post  partum,  have 
occurred  in  this  vicinity  recently.    The  disease  occurs  annually  here^ 
generally  in  the  winter  and  spring  months,  but  occasionally  through- 
out the  year,  and  is  always  more  fatal  when  erysipelas  is  prevalent. 
I  was  requested  one  night  to  see  a  e^se  of  placenta  prsevia  with 
Dr.  John  Barber  of  this  place ;  on  arriving,  found  the  woman  very 
pale,  with  a  feeble  pulse.    The  doctor  had  detached  the  placenta, 
which  was  centrally  implanted  over  the  cervical  segment  of  the  ute- 
rus, and  given  ergot  freely.  Hemorrhage  appeared  to  be  arrested,  but 
no  pains  followed.    We  waited  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  the 
patient  changed  position  from  the  back  to  the  right  side.    Blood  im- 
mediately started  in  a  gush.  Being  near  the  bed  I  immediately  passed 
my  lefb  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  finding  the  hemorrhage  renewed, 
continued  it  into  the  uterus.    There  was  considerable  difficulty  in 
getting  the  placenta  out  of  the  way,  rupturing  the  membranes,  and 
finding  a  presenting  part.    The  breech  of  the  child  lay  in  the  right 
iliac  fossa,  the  back  looking  towards  the  superior  strait.    After  some 
delay  I  caught  the  left  leg  and  brought  the  breech  into  the  superior 
strait,  the  placenta  preceding  it.    The  dead  child  was  now  delivered 
easily ;  Dr.  Barber  manipulating  the  uterus  as  the  child  left  it,  in 
order  to  promote  contractile  action.     The  woman  was  greatly  re- 
duced by  loss  of  blood,  but  made  a.  fair  recovery. 

A  case  of  pregnancy,  in  which  I  performed  cephalotomy,  was  re- 
ported last  year,  and  the  statement  made  that  the  woman  was  again 
pregnant.  She  was  very  anxious  to  have  a  living  child.  The  de- 
formity of  her  pelvis  was  such,  the  antero-posterior  diameter  at  the 
sacrum  not  being  more  than  two  and  a  half  inches  (by  estimation), 
that  delivery  at  full  term  of  a  living  child  could  not  be  accomplished. 
By  my  advice  she  decided  to  have  labor  brought  on  at  seven 
months,  with  the  hope  that  a  living  and  viable  child  might  be  de- 
livered. Assisted  by  my  partner.  Dr.  H.  M.  Bishop,  I  dilated  the 
vagina  with  a  Sims  speculum,  and  introduced  a  No.  8  sponge  tent 
its  entire  length  into  the  cervix  uteri,  and  left  it  there.  This  was 
done  at  my  office  4  P.  M.    The  woman  rode  home  a  distance  of  six 
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miles,  and  fell  into  labor  that  night,  a  neighboring  practitioner  was 
called  in ;  the  next  afternoon  I  saw  her  and  removed  the  tent.  Di- 
latation going  on  slowly  with  regular  pains.  Thirty  hoars  after 
this,  Dr.  Bishop  went  to  her  and  soon  delivered  a  small  dead  foetus 
by  the  cephalic  presentation.  He  discovered  there  was  another 
and  that  it  was  a  foot  presentation.  The  breech  became  locked  at 
the  superior  strait,  and  after  trying  in  vain  for  several  hours,  I 
visited  the  case,  and  succeeded  by  a  rotary  motion,  combined  with 
traction,  in  disengaging  it.  This  child  was  also  dead.  The  diameters 
of  these  foetal  heads  were  not  taken. 

The  following  unusual  case,  although  it  occurred  four  years  ago, 
has  not  been  reported.  A  German  woman,  set.  42,  mother  of  six 
children,  with  large  posterior  dorsal  and  cervical  spinal  curvature, 
and  with  an  unusual  posterior  obliquity  of  the  sacrum  and  other 
pelvic  bones,  so  that  the  angle  formed  by  the  axis  of  the  spinal' 
column  and  the  axis  of  the  pelvis  was  greatly  increased,  had  been 
confined  four  days  with  her  seventh  child,  and  attended  by  a  Ger- 
man midwife.  On  this  day  she  got  on  to  a  chamber  vessel  to  uri- 
nate, when  a  large  mass  of  something,  which  her  friends  supposed 
was  the  womb,  passed  through  the  vagina ;  attended  with  feelings 
of  sj^ncope  and  prostration.  Two  hours  later  I  found  her  lying  on 
her  back,  on  her  bed,  the  protruding  mass  having  receded  within 
the  vagina.  Upon  passing  my  fingers  into  the  vagina,  I  felt  what  I 
at  first  supposed  was  the  placenta.  The  midwife  was  not  present, 
but  the  husband  declared  the  placenta  had  been  removed.  The 
feeling  was  more  soft  and  gaseous  than  the  placenta  should  be ;  but 
there  was  a  sort  of  vemicular  or  corded  feeling,  such  as  may  be 
felt  on  the  foetal  surface  of  the  placenta. 

In  tracing  these  cords  upwards  I  discovered  that  my  finger 
passed  through  an  opening  which  I  at  first  mistook  for  the  os  uteri, 
but  on  exploring  in  all  directions  with  the  finger,  I  found  that  the 
points  of  touch  were  wholly  unlike  those  of  the  inner  surface  of  the 
uterus.  In  fact  I  appeared  to  have  gone  through  a  new  septum. 
In  order  to  clear  up  the  difficulties  of  the  situation,  I  drew  the  con- 
tents of  the  vagina  through  the  vulva  and  inspected  them.  They 
were  composed  of  the  ileum  and  its  mesentery,  both  highly  con- 
gested. I  pushed  them  back  into  the  vagina,  upward  through  the 
opening  described,  and  replaced  them  in  the  abdominal  cavity.  This 
done,  I  explored  the  abdominal  cavity  rather  more  understandingly 
than  at  first,  felt  the  abdominal  aorta,  and  found  that  there  was  a 
small  quantity  of  coagulated  blood  about  the  seat  of  rupture  which 
was  in  Douglas'  cul-de-sac.  On  removing  my  fingers  from  the  ab- 
dominal cavity  the  fissure  closed,  and  appeared  to  be  about  two 
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and  a  quarter  inches  in  length.  I  elevated  the  hips  and  kept  the 
patient  in  a  supine  position,  and  well  under  the  influence  of  opium. 
There  was  no  further  prolapse  of  the  intestine,  and  the  patient 
did  well  for  eight  days.  Tympanitis,  with  accelerated  pulse,  and 
thii-st,  abdominal  tenderness  but  no  pain  then  presented  them- 
selves, and  lasted  with  occasional  signs  of  abatement  for  about  two 
months,  during  this  period  there  was  also  considerable  vesical  irri- 
tation. I  regarded  her  case  as  one  of  circumscribed  peritonitis. 
Convalescence  was  slow.     She  has  had  no  children  since. 

The  rupture  in  this  case  was  undoubtedly  produced  at  the  time 
of  her  labor,  as  the  coagulated  blood  exhibited  signs  by  color,  con- 
sistence, and  smell  of  being  old. 

In  our  surgical  practice  we  have  had  a  considerable  number  of 
fractures  embracing  all  the  varieties.  Among  our  operations  were 
*two  of  herniotomy  and  two  of  lithotomy,  all  successful. 

E.  GRISWOLD,  M.D. 
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WILLIAM  M.  SCOTT,  M.D.     1832—1872. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  we  are  called  upon  to  record  the  death 
of  one  of  the  members  of  our  Society,  in  the  very  prime  of  his  life. 

Dr.  Wm.  M  Scott,  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  Scott,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  March  10th,  1832.  While  yet  a  mere  child  his 
parents  removed  to  within  a  mile  of  Norristown,  in  this  county, 
where  Dr.'  Scott  grew  to  manhood.  Passing  over  the  boyhood  of 
Dr.  Scott  we  find  him  in  the  "  Tree  Mount  Seminary,"  at  Norris- 
town, where  were  gathered  a  large  number  of  pupils  under  the 
stem  discipline  and  efficient  teaching  of  Rev.  Samuel  Aaron.  His 
great  capacity  and  studious  habits  soon  placed  him  alongside  the 
foremost  of  his  classes.  After  some  years  passed  here,  he  entered 
Brown  University  in  August,  1850,  and  graduated  there  July,  1862. 
While  there  he  became,  to  use  his  own  words,  "a  Christian,"  and 
some  time  afterwards  was  baptized  by  Rev.  R.  Cheeney,  pastor  of 
Norristown  Baptist  Church.  After  his  return  from  college  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  Dr.  Wm.  Corson,  of  Norristown,  and  engaged  in 
the  study  of  medicine,  and  graduated  at  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  1855.  He  was  most  assiduous  in  his  study  of  those 
branches  of  knowledge  necessary  to  graduation,  and  his  preceptor 
having  a  great  fondness  for  the  study  of  botany  was  enabled  by  his 
practical  teaching  of  the  subject,  during  their  daily  rides  through 
the  country,  to  inspire  his  pupil  with  an  ardent  love  for  the  study, 
so  that  when  he  graduated,  there  were  perhaps  few  of  the  class  who 
rivalled  him  in  a  knowledge  of  the  botany  of  Pennsylvania.  This 
proved  to  him  a  source  of  infinite  comfort  when,  in  after  years,  he 
traversed  the  plains  of  India  and  solaced  his  weary  hours  by  making 
acquaintance  with  the  flora  of  that  country.  After  he  graduated 
in  medicine  he  did  not  enter  on  the  practice,  his  mind  being  greatly 
engaged  on  the  subject  of  religion.  In  the  fall  of  1856  he  went  to 
New  York,  where  he  became  assistant  editor  of  "  The  American 
Baptist,"  where  he  remaiqed  until  ordained  pastor  of  the  Balligo- 
miugo  Baptist  Church,  in  this  county.  May  24th,  1860.  In  the  ser- 
vice of  this  church  he  continued  for  nearly  three  years.  As  a  minister, 
he  was  most  zealous ;  but  his  was  not  the  zeal  of  a  ranter ;  he  was 
quiet,  unobtrusive,  earnest,  and  held  on  his  way  with  the  devotion 
which  came  of  utter  consecration  to  the  work  before  him — a  work 
in  wiiich  self  was  nothing,  and  God  everything.  His  friends  feared 
the  result  of  such  unwearied  mental  labor ;  they  felt  that  the  work- 
ings of  that  fine  brain  might  be  too  great  for  that  frail  body. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


180  RSPOBT    or    THE 

Among  those  poor  manufacturing  people  he  "labored  to  bring  souls 
to  Christ,"  until  the  sufferings  of  the  brave  soldiers  called  him  to 
another  more  important  field  of  labor.  In  July,  ]  863,  he  left  home 
as  a  private  in  the  43d  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Militia, 
of  which  he  was  soon  made  chaplain.  Later  in  the  year,  he  was 
sent  by  the  "  Christian  Commission"  to  Gtettysburg,  from  whence, 
in  1864,  he  went  to  Alexandria  to  labor  as  missionary  and  phy- 
sician among  the  freedmen.  After  his  return  from  Alexandria,  in 
March,  1865,  he  married  Sarah  Davis  Moule,  one  of  his  former 
church  members,  and  together,  in  July,  1865,  they  sailed  to  India 
with  the  intention  of  devoting  themselves  to  the  cause  of  India 
missions,  and  after  a  voyage  of  five  months  reached  Burmah,  Dec. 
24th  of  the  same  year.  Here  he  acted  as  superintendent  of  the 
Baptist  mission.  On  account  of  almost  continued  ill-health,  Mrs. 
Scott  remained  but  one  year,  but  he  continued  his  labors  for  nearly 
three  years,  returning  to  America,  broken  in  health,  in  the  fall  of 
1868.  After  spending  the  winter  in  Philadelphia,  endeavoring  to 
invigorate  himself,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Kulps- 
ville,  in  this  county,  in  1869,  and  soon  had  added  to  his  medical 
labors  those  devolving  on  the  pastor  of  the  Owynedd  Baptist 
church.  In  March,  1872,  while  laboring  under  this  double  duty, 
he  contracted  a  cold  and  died  of  consumption,  on  the  24th  of  No- 
vember of  the  same  year.  We  regret  his  untimely  death — we  regret 
the  sacrifice  of  a  friend  in  the  vain  attempt  to  evangelize  a  people; 
to  convert  the  millions  of  India  to  our  modes  of  thought  and  action. 
This  work  must  be  left  to  the  mighty  influence  of  Commerce.  A 
fine  scholar,  a  deep  thinker,  a  most  logical  reasoner ;  he  was  thus 
far  fitted  for  great  usefulness  in  our  profession,  but  his  religious 
convictions  so  completely  possessed  his  mind  as  to  almost  render 
him  unfit  for  the  deep  responsibilities  which  bear  on  the  physician. 
A  more  earnest,  devoted,  and  conscientious  man  never  filled  a  pulpit 
nor  stood  by  the  bedside  of  a  patient  in  his  hour  of  peril.  He 
leaves  a  wife  and  five  young  children.  The  widow  and  orphans  are 
the  wards  of  the  Montgomery  County  Medical  Society.  In  the 
hands  of  its  members  we  leave  them,  confident  that  they  will  deem 
it  a  sacred  privilege  to  minister  to  their  comforts. 

H.  C. 
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The  past  year  has  been,  comparatively  speaking,  a  healthy  one ; 
during  the  earlier  part,  however,  we  had  some  few  scattered  cases 
of  smallpox,  being  the  closing  up  in  this  neighborhood  of  the  epi- 
demic of  the  previous  winter. 

The  disease,  as  in  some  other  epidemics,  seemed  to  be  most  fatal 
among  those  first  attacked.  Among  the  latter  were  several  whom 
I  saw  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Bieber,  of  Phillipsburg,  with  whom  I  was 
called  in  consultation,  and  in  whose  district  the  disease  first  made 
its  appearance.  Two  of  these  cases  were  of  the  hemorrhagic  form. 
The  period  of  incubation  was  very  short,  the  attack  sudden,  with 
rigors,  coldness  of  the  surface,  great  feebleness  of  the  circulation, 
violent  pain  in  the  back,  head,  and  limbs,  persistent  vomiting,  very 
little  eruption  and  that  of  a  dark  purplish  color ;  great  prostration, 
oppressed  breathing,  and  hemorrhage  from  the  nose  and  mouth. 
One  of  these  patients,  a  stout  muscular  man  aged  thirty-five,  died 
in  twenty-four  hours  after  his  physician  had  been  called  in.  The 
other  case,  a  young  man  of  previous  good  health,  seemed  to  rally  a 
little,  yet  died  in  forty-eight  hours  afler  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
ease. The  treatment  consisted  of  active  stimulation,  brandy,  milk- 
punch,  carbonate  of  ammonia,  quinia,  and  styptics,  together  with 
as  much  concentrated  food  as  could  be  taken.  Reaction  never  took 
place,  and  more  or  less  hemorrhage  continued  until  death  ensued. 
A  third  case  of  the  same  malignant  type  occurred  in  my  own  prac- 
tice a  few  days  later.  A  stout,  muscular  young  man,  of  twenty 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  working  near  the  same  locality  where  the 
former  cases  occurred,  was  brought  home  weak  and  tottering  in  his 
gait,  complaining  of  cold  and  shivering  ;  pulse  quite  feeble ;  great 
restlessness ;  terrible  lumbar  pains ;  constant  vomiting ;  respiration 
weak  and  shallow,  and  countenance  indicating  great  anxiety.  These 
symptoms  continued  with  some  variation  until  next  day,  when  the 
surface  became  more  warm,  and  more  or  less  covered  with  a  dull  red 
eruption,  and  shortly  afterwards  hemorrhage  from  the,  nose  com- 
menced, which  at  times  was  almost  uncontrollable.  Among  the 
VOL.  X.  13 
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moBt  marked  symptoms  were  the  severe  lumbar  pains,  persistent 
vomiting,  and  subsequently  the  epistaxis. 

In  this  case,  I  immediately  resorted  to  the  warm-bath,  free  stima- 
lation,  milk-punch,  quinia,  and  supporting  treatment  from  the  com- 
mencement. The  hemorrhage  was  checked  repeatedly  with  styp- 
tics and  cold  applications  to  the  head,  yet  it  would  recur.  For 
a  part  of  the  time  my  patient  rallied,  and  I  began  to  hope  for  a 
successful  issue,  and  continued  the  treatment,  varying  it  each  day 
to  meet  special  indications,  but  the  vesicles  had  not  commenced 
to  fill  before  my  patient  became  comatose,  and  died  on  the  fifth 
day.  This  patient,  together  with  three  or  four  who  worked  in  the 
same  shop  in  Phillipsburg,  as  well  as  some  eight  or  ten  persons  in 
the  same  vicinity,  were  among  the  first  attacked,  and  of  whom  I  was 
informed  the  migority  died. 

Subsequently  I  saw  and  attended  some  eighteen  cases,  of  whom 
five  were  of  the  confiuent  variety ;  the  remainder  were  more  or  less 
severe,  but  yet  distinct,  and  characterized  by  nothing  special,  but 
ran  a  regular  course,  and  all  recovered. 

As  regards  the  general  treatment  of  smallpox,  I  would  say  that 
I  am  no  advocate  for  indiscriminate  stimulation ;  yet  there  are  cases 
that  are  occasionally  met  with  in  practice  in  which  no  other  course 
seems  to  be  justifiable.  In  an  open,  active,  and  well-developed  case, 
I  invariably  use  a  cooling  regimen,  plenty  of  cool  water  to  drink, 
and  should  the  case  demand  it,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  apply  cold 
water  or  ice  to  the  head,  together  with  mild  aperients  and  diapho. 
retics.  Special  symptoms  are  treated  as  they  arise.  Milk  is  one  of 
the  principal  articles  of  food  I  have  always  used  (notwithstand- 
ing the  prejudice  against  it,  as  well  as  cold  water,  in  the  country), 
and  have  never  yet  seen  any  bad  efiects  from  either. 

With  the  so-called  specifics,,  Sarraceniapurpixreo,  etc,  I  have  had 
no  experience.  There  is  no  special  or  routine  practice  to  be  ob- 
served invariably  in  the  treatment  of  smallpox.  Each  case  should 
be  studied,  and  may  have  its  peculiarities,  and  the  truly  scientific 
practitioner  will  meet  each  as  it  arises.  This  has  been  my  course  in 
three  epidemics,  during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  and  I  have  as 
jet  seen  no  good  reason  for  changing  it 

Scarlet  fever  prevailed  to  a  moderate  extent ;  some  of  the  cases 
<were  severe,  but  the  majority  were  of  an  ordinary  or  mild  type,  and 
yielded  readily  to  the  usual  remedies,  in  connection  with  a  cooling 
regimen.  I  use  cold  water  as  well  as  ice  in  the  disease.  For  the 
angina  I  have  generally  succeeded  with  the  chlorates,  but  have 
sometimes,  preferred  the  diluted  tinct*  ferri  chloridL  I  have  for  a 
nnmber  of  years  been  in  the  habit  of  winding  up  the  treatment  of 
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scarlet  fever,  by  the  administration  of  the  tincture  of  the  chloride  of 
iron,  have  given  it  more  for  the  purpose  of  a  general  tonic  and 
chalybeate,  and  have  always  remarked  the  rapid  improvement  at- 
tending its  use,  as  well  as  the  very  few  cases  of  albuminuria  or 
dropsy  occurring  in  my  practice.    Whether  this  apparent  immunity 
firom  albuminuria  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  use  of  the  chloride  of  iron, 
as  has  lately  been  alleged,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say ;  yet  I  have 
always  found  patients  under  its  use  to  recover  more  rapidly,  and 
regain  their  former  health  quicker  than  where  some  other  tonic  had 
been  used. 

Diphtheria  prevailed  somewhat  during  the  earlier  and  latter  part 
of  the  winter.    Two  cases  fell  into  my  hands,  one  of  which  had  been 
under  the  treatment  of  another  physician  for  three  days.    When  I 
was  called,  the  disease  had  extended  to  the  larynx,  producing  diph- 
theritic croup,  causing  death  in  eight  hours  after.    Three  days  after, 
I  was  again  called  to  the  same  family  to  see  another  child,  aged  five 
years,  who  was  suffering  from  a  sudden  and  severe  attack  of  the 
disease.    The  symptoms  were  of  a  malignant  type,  so  much  so,  that 
I  formed  in  my  own  mind  a  very  unfavorable  prognosis-    In  this 
patient  there  was  great  depression  from  the  first  day,  temperature 
low,  pulse  feeble,  neck  and  cervical  glands  very  much  swollen.     The 
pseudo  membrane  was  seen  extended  over  the  tonsils  and  throat  as 
well  as  the  posterior  nares.    The  breath  and  the  discharge  from  the 
mouth  and  nostrils  were  very  offensive,  and  on  the  second  day  pas- 
sive hemorrhages  firom  the  nostrils  took  place,  and  in  four  days 
from  the  commencement  the  little  patient  succumbed.     Being  satis- 
fied that  I  had  a  very  serious  and  possibly  fatal  case  to  deal  with, 
I  at  once  resorted  to  the  use  of  stimulants,  sulphate  of  quinia, 
tinct.  of  the  chloride  of  iron,  together  with  beef-tea  and   milk. 
Locally  I  first  used  nitrate  of  silver  applied  freely  with  a  large  * 
camePs  hair  pencil;   I  also  used  the  vapors  of  caustic  lime;  but 
in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  use  of  ice  both  internally  and  externally,  I 
failed  to  secure  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  mother,  who,  during 
my  absence,  would  neglect  their  use,  fi*om  having  abandoned  all 
hope  of  recovery ;  so  that  I  do  not  regard  this  case  as  a  fair  trial  of 
the  last-named  remedies.    For  about  two  days  the  patient  improved, 
and  1  began  to  hope ;  but  after  another  severe  hemorrhage  from  the 
nose,  occurring  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  the  patient  sank 
.  rapidly,,  and   died  on  the  fourth.      How  often  do  we   meet  with 
parents  who,  notwithstanding  our  most  express  directions,  fail  to 
give  the  physician  that  assistance  so  necessary  to  success,  so  that 
our  best  endeavors  are  frequently  thwarted,  and  the  utility  of  spe- 
cial remedies  prevented  from  being  proved  and  ascertained.    I  saw 
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enough,  however,  to  convince  me  that  the  outline  of  treatment 
adopted  was  the  best  uQder  the  circumstances. 

During  the  month  of  February  following,  I  met  with  fifteen  cases 
of  diphtheria,  varying  in  degree  from  mild  to  severe  (yet  none  of 
them  of  a  hemorrhagic  nature),  in  which  I  pursued  the  general  out^ 
line  of  treatment  ordinarily  used,  and  all  recovered. 

Among  a  number  of  cases  of  chronic  uterine  disease  that  I  have 
treated  in  the  last  few  years,  there  was  one  that  was  cured,  but  of 
the  precise  nature  of  which  I  never  could  satisfy  myself.  In  looking 
over  the  admirable  report  of  Dr.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  I  could  not  help  remark- 
ing certain  points  of  resemblance  between  this  case  and  what  he 
denominates  '^  scirrhoid  induration"  of  the  uterus.  I  have  seen 
and  treated  genuine  uterine  scirrhus,  and  am  somewhat  familiar 
with  its  appearance.  My  first  impressions,  upon  seeing  the  case, 
were  that  the  disease  was  of  that  nature,  and  consequently  formed 
a  very  unfavorable  opinion  of  it,  so  much  so,  that  I  hesitated  to 
prescribe. 

TJpon  referring  to  my  notes,  I  find  that  my  patient  was  fifty-two 
years  of  age ;  had  been  suffering  from  severe  pain,  a  sense  of  weight, 
and  more  or  less  bearing  down  in  the  pelvic  region,  pain  in  the 
back,  etc.,  together  with  a  leucorrhoeal  discharge  of  a  very  offen- 
sive character,  and  somewhat  mixed  with  blood ;  considerable 
debility,  face  of  a  pale  cachectic  appearance. 

Upon  making  an  examination  I  found  the  os  and  cervix  indurated 
and  enlarged,  and  covered  with  deep,  ragged  ulceration,  that  bled 
upon  the  slightest  touch,  and  having  that  peculiar  grayish  color,  so 
much  resembling  a  fatal  case  of  scirrhus  that  I  had  formerly 
attended,  that  I  formed  a  decidedly  unfavorable  prognosis.  How- 
*  ever,  in  obedience  to  the  wishes  of  the  patient,  I  determined  to  test 
the  effects  of  remedies. 

I  at  once  cauterized  the  parts  very  deeply,  and  applied  a  dressing 
of  cotton  saturated  with  glycerine  upon  which  I  had  sprinkled 
freely  subsulphate  of  iron.  This  to  a  great  extent  controlled  the 
hemorrhage.  The  application  was  repeated  once  in  eight  days ; 
in  the  interval  using  detergent  and  astringent  injections.  I  en- 
deavored to  strengthen  and  brace  up  her  system  by  giving  tonics, 
alteratives,  and  generous  diet,  and  at  the  end  of  a  month  improve- 
ment  was  marked.  Feeling  encouraged,  I  determined  to  persevere, 
and  varying  the  treatment  somewhat,  I  finally  succeeded,  much  to 
my  own  surprise,  in  restoring  her  to  perfect  health.  It  is  now  over 
three  years,  and  there  has  been  no  return  of  the  disease.  I  omitted 
to  state  that  the  patient  was  under  treatment  nearly  five  months. 
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As  to  the  precise  nature  of  this  case  I  am  undecided,  unless  it 
was  somewhat  similar  in  character  to  that  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Atlee, 
or  really  one  of  those  rare  cases  of  incipient  cancer,  that,  according 
to  the  opinion  held  by  Rokitansky,  does  occasionally  get  well  under 
treatment.  It  certainly  was  the  most  unpromising  case,  both  in 
appearance  and  symptoms,  that  has  ever  fallen  under  my  observa- 
tion or  treatment. 

Uterine  Polypus, — A  lady,  married,  no  children,  aged  thirty- 
eight,  had  suffered  for  five  years  from  constant  metrorrhagia,  was 
very  much  emaciated,  and  anemic  to  a  degree  I  never  saw  before. 
Her  health  was  so  broken  down  that  she  was  scarcely  able  to  walk 
the  floor.  Stated  that  she  had  been  during  this  time  under  the 
care  of  five  different  physicians,  and  for  the  past  six  months  was 
the  patient  of  a  homoeopath.  From  a  careful  consideration  of  the 
history  and  symptoms  of  the  case,  I  suspected  a  polypus  as  the 
most  likely  cause  of  all  the  trouble. 

Having  made  a  specular  examination,  my  impressions  were  con- 
firmed. A  large  bleeding  tumor  was  distinctly  seen  through  a 
slightly  dilated  os,  and  two  smaller  ones,  pear-shaped,  attached  to 
the  anterior  lip  of  the  uterus.  From  the  very  feeble  and  prostrated 
condition  of  the  patient  I  felt  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  and  at 
once  proposed  to  attempt  the  removal ;  first,  however,  having  had  a 
consultation  with  my  friend.  Dr.  Green,  who  was  present  at  my 
first  attempt  at  removal,  which  failed  for  want  of  a  proper  instru- 
ment. I  subsequently  procured  from  Philadelphia  the  necessary 
articles,  and  by  means  of  torsion  removed  them  all  at  the  same 
time.  The  largest  one  completely  filled  up  the  entire  cavity  of  the 
uterus,  and  was  attached  by  a  broad  or  thick  pedicle  to  the  fundus, 
which  required  some  considerable  force  to  detach.  It  measured  two 
and  a  half  inches  in  length,  by  two  inches  in  width,  was  somewhat 
pear-shaped — the  two  smaller  ones  were  quite  readily  removed. 

There  was  considerable  hemorrhage,  yet  easily  managed.  The  os 
and  cervix  were,  as  might  be  expected,  the  seat  of  chronic  cervical 
endometritis,  with  granular  degeneration,  which  yielded  happily 
to  the  ordinary  remedies.  In  connection  with  the  local  treatment, 
I  resorted  to  chalybeates  and  tonics  internally,  and  in  the  course 
of  three  months  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  my  patient  in  the 
enjoyment  of  perfect  health.  Her  weight  at  the  time  of  the  opera- 
tion was  just  ninety-five  pounds,  in  one  year  afterwards  she  touched 
one  hundred  and  eighty. 

Much  has  been  written,  and  perhaps  with  some  truth,  against  the 
indiscriminate  use  of  the  speculum,  yet  this  case  is  one  of  many 
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going  to  show  that,  properly  used,  we  bring  to  our  aid  one  of  the 
most  important  instruments  that  can  be  used  in  uterine  diagnosis. 

The  following  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Green,  at  the  April  meeting 
of  the  Society: — 

^'  There  is  no  functional  disturbance  which  causes  more  suffering 
to  the  subject  of  it,  or  which  has  enlisted  more  of  the  sympathy 
and  skill  of  the  physician,  than  difficult  menstruation.  So  great 
is  the  suffering  of  the  female,  who  is  the  subject  of  it,  that  she 
looks  forward  to  the  recurrence  of  it  with  horror ;  and  the  physi- 
cian has  seldom  been  able  to  do  more  than  palliate  the  distress.  I 
had  practised  m}^  profession  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century 
before  I  could  approach  the  treatment  of  these  cases,  with  the  hope 
that  my  remedies  would  give  more  than  temporary  relief.  It  has 
been  my  experience  to  meet  with  cases  of  this  kind  most  frequently 
in  young,  unmarried  females.  Various  theories  have  been  held  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  disease.  The  late  Professor  Dewees  supposed 
that  it  was  of  a  rheumatic  character,  and  his  treatment  was  based 
on  his  pathology ;  he  administered  the  volatile  tincture  of  goaia- 
cum.  It  is  a  disagreeable  medicine,  and  has  not  been  as  curative 
in  the  hands  of  the  pupils  as  in  those  of  the  preceptor.  Modem 
methods  of  investigation  have  led  to  another  pathology  of  many 
of  these  cases,  as  well  as  to  other  remedies. 

"In  1858  I  met  with  an  article  by  Dr.  B.  D.  Fenner,  which  was 
published  in  the  New  Orleans  Medical  News  and  Hospital  Gazette j 
of  which  an  abstract  appeared  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter 
for  August,  1858.  Dr.  Fenner  states  that  he  had  long  used  the 
remedy  brought  forward  in  the  article  referred  to  in  dysmenorrhosa, 
and  with  great  success.  Many  of  his  cases  were  connected  with 
sterilit}^  which  was  also  removed,  and  conception  almost  invariably 
followed  in  married  women. 

^^The  recipe  was  first  obtained  from  a  work  by  Dr.  Falk,  of  Lon- 
don— we  find  it  in  Ellis's  Medical  Formulary^  tenth  edition,,  page 
189,  among  alteratives,  under  the  name  of  Antacrid  Tincture,  with 
the  remark  that  Hhis  form  of  exhibiting  corrosive  sublimate  is 
employed  by  Dr.  Emerson,  and  other  practitioners  of  this  city 
(Philadelphia),  in  lues  venerea,  etc' 

"  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  recipe: — 

B. — PolveriB  gaaiao., 

Terebinthion  canadensis,  aa  ^  ; 
HjdrargTri  chloridi  oorroslvi)  gj  ; 
Olei  sasaafrat,  f;;i] ; 
Alcohol,  ^viij. 

'^  Dissolve  the  guaiacum  in  one  half  the  spirit,  and  the  corrosive 
sublimate  in  the  other.    Let  the  first  digest  for  several  days,  pour 
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oft  the  dear  liquor,  mix  with  that  containing  the  sublimate,  and 
add  the  other  ingredients. 

"  Dr.  Fenner  and  Mr.  Ellis  prescribed  it  in  wine  or  water.  I  have 
found  it  more  easily  administered  by  dropping  it  on  a  little  dry 
sugar.  I  usually  direct  it  in  mild  cases,  in  doses  of  ten  drops,  com- 
mencing three  days  before  the  expected  return  of  menstruation ; 
and,  in  the  more  aggravated  attacks,  in  doses  of  twenty  drops, 
and  a  week  before  the  menstrual  period. 

"  I  have  used  this  mixture  for  fourteen  years,  and  with  very  uni- 
form success.  I  am  satisfied  that  cases  have  yielded  to  this  treat- 
ment which  usually  have  been  treated  by  instruments  and  caustics. 
I  have  had  cases  of  painful  menstruation,  which  have  been  of 
several  years'  standing,  which  yielded  to  this  remedy  the  first  or 
second  month  of  the  treatment. 

"  Some  of  my  patients  have  informed  their  friends,  afi^icted  in  the 
same  way,  of  the  relief  they  have  obtained  from  this  treatment ; 
and  I  have  received  the  thanks  of  mothers,  for  the  recovery  of 
their  daughters  from  these  painful  attacks.  The  following  note  is 
an  example,  and  it  will  show  how  speedy  and  complete  was  the 
cure: — 

" '  Dear  Sie  :  Through  the  kindness  of  Miss  A.,  I  received  from 
you  a  prescription  for  my  daughter,  which,  I  trust,  may  prove  effi- 
cacious in  relieving  the  great  suffering  she  has,  for  many  years, 
been  subjected  to.  The  first  portion  was  productive  of  good  effect. 
She  is  now  absent  from  home,  but  writes  me,  in  high  spirits,  that 
she  has  passed  through  the  second  period  without  ache  or  pain. 

^^  ^  Our  thanks  are  due  to  you,  to  our  kind  friend  Miss  A.,  but,  above 
all,  to  Him  who  is  the  disposer  of  every  event  of  our  lives. 

"'Yours  truly.'" 

All  of  which  is  respectftiUy  submitted. 

AMOS  SEIP, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PERRY  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


As  the  members  of  Perry  County  Medical  Society  have  failed  to 
famish  material  for  this  report,  I  must  necessarily  be  brief,  and 
simply  give  you  facts  as  learned  from  discussions  in  oar  Society 
meetings,  and  from  my  own  practical  experience. 

During  the  last  year  more  deaths  have  occurred  In  oar  county 
than  in  any  previous  year,  to  my  recollection.  I  attribute  this  in 
part  to  the  sudden  changes  of  heat  and  cold ;  not  only  has  this 
mortality  b^en  maiiced  among  old  persons,  but  it  has  been  noticed 
among  persons  of  all  ages. 

During  the  fall,  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers  prevailed  along 
the  rivers  of  our  county ;  these  were  successfully  treated  by  purga- 
tives and  quinia.  During  this  winter,  pneumonia  seemed  to  be 
quite  prevalent  in  various  parts  of  the  county,  attacking  people 
of  all  ages.  A  few  cases  of  smallpox,  some  of  which  proved  fatal, 
occurred  in  Perry  Furnace  district. 

The  catarrhal  affections  this  winter  seemed  to  differ  from  those  of 
previous  years.  Whether  the  epizootic  influence  had  anything  to  do 
with  this,  is  a  question  to  be  reflected  upon  by  our  medical  men. 

I  am  practising  medicine  in  Ickesburg,  a  town  situated  near  the 
mountain  which  separates  Perry  and  Juniata  counties.  It  is  a  re- 
markable fact  that  almost  all  deaths  in  this  vicinity  are  from  phthi- 
sis pulmonalis.  Various  theories  have  been  brought  forward  as  to 
the  true  cause  of  this  malady ;  intermarrying  may  be  one  cause, 
poorly  ventilated  houses  another,  and  the  neglect  of  prompt  medi- 
cal treatment  for  bad  colds  may  be  another  reason  for  the  many 
cases  of  this  disease  in  our  neighborhood. 

During  the  months  of  January,  February,  and  March  of  this 
winter,  I  have  treated  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  bilious  pneumonia ; 
so  far  I  have  not  lost  any  cases. 

During  the  treatment  I  used  counter-irritants,  alterative  doses, 
of  hydrargyrum  chlor.  mite,  and  pulv.  ipecacuanha. 

I  have  treated  several  cases  of  fracture  during  the  last  year, 
and  am  glad  to  say  that  in  all  cases  I  had  perfect  union  and  no 
deformity.  t 
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The  obstetrical  cases  the  past  year  were  not  of  unusual  interest,  in 
some  cases  instrumental  assistance  was  resorted  to,  thereby  almost 
instantly  relieving  the  mother  and  preserving  the  life  of  the  child. 

WM.  R.  CISNA. 

Committee. 


JAMES  OALBRAITH,  M.D.,  1799—1872. 

Dr.  Jamks  Galbraith  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Manchester, 
situated  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg  turnpike,  near  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  on  the  fourth  day  of  January, 
1799. 

While  he  was  yet  a  boy  his  father,  Samuel  Galbraith,  moved,  with 
bis  family  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  eastern  part  of  Ohio,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  tanning. 

Until  he  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age  he  remained  at  home 
with  his  father,  assisting  in  his  labors.  In  the  earlier  years  of  his 
life  he  manifested  a  taste  for  reading  and  study,  and,  when  he  was 
about  eighteen  years  of  age,  began  teaching  school.  His  elder 
sister,  Elizabeth,  about  this  time,  was  married  to  Dr.  Matthew 
Steen,  of  Ohio,  and,  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Steen,  he  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  with  him  in  1821. 

He  continued  with  Dr.  Steen  till  the  fall  of  1824,  teaching  in  the 
mean  time,  and  by  that  time  he  had  saved  enough  to  carry  him 
through  a  course  of  lectures  at  Jefferson  Medical  College,  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

As  his  means  were  limited,  and  he  was  relying  entirely  on  him- 
self, he  walked  a  great  part  of  the  way  from  eastern  Ohio  to  Phila- 
delphia. 

In  the  spring  of  1826,  having  completed  two  courses  of  lectures, 
he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Orbesonia,  in  Hunting- 
don County,  Pennsylvania.  Either  not  finding  the  success  he  antici- 
pated, or  the  people  and  locality  not  being  congenial  to  his  tastes, 
he  removed  to  East  Waterford,  Juniata  Co.,  Pennsylvania.  There 
he  soon  built  up  a  large  practice,  extending  up  and  down  Tuscarora 
Talley  some  twenty  miles. 

While  there  he  married  the  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Coulter,  the 
Presbyterian  minister. 

Finding  his  location  too  far  west  of  the  centre  of  his  field  of 
practice,  he  subsequently  moved  to  McCoy sville,  where  he  remained 
till  May,  1843,  when  he  moved  to  Landisburg,  Perry  Co.,  Pa.,  where 
he  purchased  a  farm  adjoining  the  town,  and  here  the  balance  of 
his  life  was  spent  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  in  look- 
ing after  the  interests  of  his  farm.  He  died  at  his  home  on  the  9th 
day  of  June,  1872,  aged  seventy-three  years,  five  months,  and  five 
days,  after  an  illness  of  about  a  week,  surrounded  by  his  family,  con- 
sisting of  his  wife,  one  son,  and  two  daughters. 

During  about  ten  years  preceding  his  death  he  had  suffered  with 
what  at  first  appeared  to  be  gravel,  but  subsequently  resulted  in 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder.    The 
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Doctor  suffered  excruciating  pains  at  times,  but  still  engaged  ia 
active  practice  until  about  three  weeks  before  his  death,  part  of 
which  time  the  pain  was  most  intense. 

As  a  physician,  Dr.  Galbraith  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  and 
this  with  his  untiring  attention  to  his  patients,  gave  him  more  than 
ordinary  success. 

All  he  needed  to  know  was  that  the  sick  wished  his  aid  as  a  phy- 
sician ;  no  matter  what  the  hour,  or  how  the  weather,  whether  the 
patient  was  rich  or  poor,  he  hastened  to  render  what  aid  his  skill 
could  afford. 

His  writings  and  lectures  on  scientific  and  other  subjects  haTe 
been  received  by  the  learned  as  sound  and  logical. 

Dr.  Galbraith's  practice  being  entirely  in  tiie  country,  his  expe- 
rience as  a  surgeon  was  limited  to  the  treatment  of  those  accideoti 
usual  in  an  agricultural  district. 

From  its  organization  to  the  time  of  his  death,  he  took  a  deep  and 
lively  interest  in  the  Periy  County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was 
a  respected  and  useful  member,  having  been  President  of  the  So- 
ciety three  different  times. 

In  his  deaths  this  Society  has  lost  an  unfaltering  friend,  a  warm 
exponent  of  its  principles,  an  advocate  for  its  claims  upon  the  pro- 
fession, and  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments. 

The  cause  of  education  had  in  him  a  strong  advocate  and  firm 
supporter,  thus  the  intei*ests  of  common  schools  and  colleges  shared 
alike  his  sympathy  and  friendship.  The  Doctor  was  in  every  sense 
of  the  word  a  working  physician. 

His  hours  of  relaxation  from  professional  engagements  were  sore 
to  be  occupied  in  some  useful  employment. 

He  knew  no  such  word  as  fail.  His  industry  was  equal  to  his 
indomitable  perseverance*,  while  his  perseverance  and  industry  were 
only  excelled  by  his  energy  and  faithMness. 

It  may  be  said  of  him  that  while  he  lived  to  labor,  he  loved  to 
labor. 

Thus  has  passed  from  our  midst  an  aged,  honored,  and  osefd 
member  of  our  profession. 

BequiesccU  in  pace. 

D.  B.  MILLIKEN. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMIHEE  ON  METEOROLOGY  AND  EPIDEMICS 
OF  THE  PHILADELPHIA  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  frightful  increase  in  the  mortality  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
during  the  year  1872,  as  compared  with  the  year  previous,  may 
without  difficulty  be  traced  to  remarkable  meteorological  and  at- 
mospheric conditions,  both  of  a  general  and  of  a  specific  cha- 
racter. 

Meteoboloot. — The  temperature  of  the  year  was  marked  not  so 
much  by  excessive  variations  between  the  maximum  and  minimum, 
or  by  rapid  variations  within  short  periods,  as  by  long-continued 
periods  during  which  the  thermometer,  was  considerably  beyond 
the  average  for  the  season.  The  maximum  was  attained  twice,  on 
July  1st  and  2d,  and  was  98°,  a  point  often  exceeded ;  while  the 
minimum,  also  reached  on  two  days,  March  5th  and  Dec.  25th, 
was  6°,  not  at  all  an  unusual  descent.  On  the  other  hand,  as  will 
be  seen  by  a  reference  to  Prof.  Kirkpatrick's  elaborate  tables  (pre- 
pared expressly  for  the  use  of  your  committee),  there  were  no  less 
than  fifty-four  days,  during  which  the  mean  temperature  was  below 
the  freezing  point  (32°  Fahr.)  and  thirty-three  days,  on  which  it 
was  above  81°,  making  an  excess  over  the  previous  year  of  seven* 
teen  days  of  protracted  cold,  and  sixteen  days  of  protracted  heat. 
Ponds  and  small  streams  which  froze  over  early  in  November  of 
the  year  before,  continued  ice-bound  until  late  in  the  month  of 
April. 

As  regards  hygrom'etric  conditions,  the  relative  humidity  and 
force  of  vapor  and  the  rain-fall  were  all  decidedly  below  the  aver- 
age daring  the  severe  cold  of  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  the ' 
two  former  failed  to  regain  their  average  before  its  plose.  During 
the  months  of  January  and  February,  it  rained  or  snowed  on  but 
eleven  days,  and  to  the  extent  of  but  two  and  a  half  inches,  less 
than  half  the  usual  number  of  days,  and  only  about  one-third  the 
ordinary  fall. 

The  effect  of  this  combined  drought  and  low  temperature  was 
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painfully  evident,  in  the  surrounding  country.  The  ground,  de- 
prived of  its  customary  blanket  of  snow,  was  frozen  and  parched 
to  a  great  depth,  while  every  vestige  of  living  herbage  disappeared. 
Wheat-field  and  pasture  presented  alike  a  barren  waste  of  dreary 
brown,  and  along  all  the  lines  of  railroad  large  areas  of  burnt  and 
blackened  ground,  with  charred  fences,  testified  how  completely 
the  dead  grass  had  lost  its  moisture.  In  this  region,  as  throughout 
the  entire  country  north  of  the  Carolinas,  the  evergreens  succumbed 
in  large  numbers  to  this  unwonted  combination  of  hostile  influences. 
Isolated  trees  of  this  genus  almost  invariably  perished,  but  among 
those  which  were  planted  close  together,  affording  one  another 
mutual  warmth  and  protection,  and  detaining  the  moisture  for  a 
longer  period,  many  were  saved.  These  facts  are  mentioned  aa 
indicative  of  the  unusual  severity  of  the  winter. 

Turning  now  to  our  tables  of  mortality  we  find  in  such  pulmo- 
nary affections  as  are  known  to  be  most  frequently  caused  by 
exposure  to  atmospheric  variations  or  extremes — pneumonia,  bron- 
chitis, congestion  of  the'lung8,etc. — a  very  disproportionate  increase 
over  the  ye&r  before,  the  number  dying  from  these  affections  in 
1871  being  about  1250,  while  in  1872  it  amounted  to  1650,  an  excess 
of  400,  or  about  33  per  .cent.  Phthisis  pulmonalis,  diphtheria, 
and  croup,  depending  for  their  causation  on  either  constitutional 
tendency  or  zymotic  poisoning,  do  not,  on  the  contrary,  present 
any  marked  fluctuation  in  accordance  with  changing  temperatures. 
Of  the  influence  of  this  long-continued  cold  on  the  violent  epidemic 
from  which  the  city  suffered  in  the  earlier  months  of  the  year, 
notice  will  be  taken  when  we  come  to  speak  more  particularly  of 
that  affection. 

But  if  the  severity  of  the  winter  slew  its  thousands,  the  wither- 
ing intensity  of  the  summer  heat  may,  almost  without  hyperbole, 
be  said  to  have  slain  its  ten  thousand.  For  a  period  of  eighty- 
three  years  no  such  long  continuance  of  intense  heat  is  recorded. 
The  average  temperature  during  the  day,  from  7  A.  M.  to  9  P.  M., 
for  the  entire  month  of  July,  was  81.11^;  while  that  of  August 
was  but  a  fraction  below  80^.  The  night  brought  little  respite 
from  the  exhausting  heats  of  the  day,  the  mercury,  night  after 
night,  not  falling  below  80^.  The  copious  showers,  with  which  the 
city  was  exceptionally  favored,  as  compared  with  the  surrounding 
country,  appeared  to  leave  the  atmosphere  more  sultry  than  before. 
Nevertheless,  coming  as  they  did,  with  great  regularity,  about  every 
other  day,  during  the  entire  months  of  July  and  August  (there 
having  been  thirty  days  on  which  rain  fell  within  that  time),  they 
undoubtedly  must  have  greatly  cooled  the  heated  streets  and 
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houses,  and  thus  imperceptibly  mitigated  the  sufferings  of  those 
who  were  shut  up  to  them,  while  their  value  in  supplementing  the 
somewhat  inadequate  efforts  of  the  honest  men  who  undertook  to 
clean  the  streets,  and  thus  removing  a  known  cause  of  disease, 
cannot    be    over-estimated.      The    rain-fall,   during   this    period, 
amounted  to  nearly  18^  inches,  an  enormous  quantity — 37  percent. 
of  the  fall  for  the  entire  year — more  than  compensating  for  the 
winter's  drought,  and  carrying  the  yearly  amount  up  to  a  figure 
considerably  above  the  recorded  average  for  the  past  twenty-one 
years.    Under  the  stimulating  influence  of  this  moist  heat,  vegeta- 
tion was  luxuriant,  and  fruits  and  vegetables  matured  rapidly  and 
in  great  abundance,  thus  affording  an  ample  supply  of  food  calcu- 
lated to  furnish  nutriment  without  caloric.    Deceived  by  the  tropi- 
cal character  of  the  summer,  humming  birds,  of  a  brilliancy  of  hue 
rarely  seen  beyond  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  ventured 
thus  far  to  the  northward,  and,  with  the  fiery  impetuosity  peculiar 
to  the  denizens  of  the  sunny  South,  attacked  their  more  soberly 
clad  brethren,  often  driving  them  from  their  favorite  haunts  in  the 
trumpet  vine  and  the  honeysuckle.    The  effects  of  this  transporta- 
tion of  a  tropical  summer  into  our  more  temperate  climate  soon 
began  to  appear  in  the  bills  of  mortality.    Heretofore  the  largest 
mortality  in  any  single  week  had  been  739.    This  occurred  in  the 
week  ending  July  21,  1866.    This  was  considerably  exceeded  by 
that  of  the  week  ending  July  6,  1872,  which  ran  up  to  764  ;  while 
during  the  week  following,  no  less  than  855  deaths  occurred,  which 
is  equivalent  to  an  annual  mortality  of  63  to  the  thousand.    The 
very  young  and  the  very  old   were  those  who  succumbed  most 
readily  to   the  debilitating  and  disorganizing  influences  of  the 
heated  and  impure  atmosphere,  while  those  who,  in  the  prime  of 
life,  were  compelled  to  pursue  their  daily  bread-winning  under  the 
direct  rays  of  the  sun,  naturally  furnished  the  greater  number  of 
the  victims  of  insolation.    The  deaths  from  cholera  infantum,  which 
will  be  found  tabulated  according  to  age  and  season,  in  mortuary 
table  No.  2,  E,  amounted  to  the  fearful  sum  of  1666,  nearly  twice 
the  number  of  the  summer  previous,  which  was  comparatively  mild 
in  temperature,  and  two-thirds  greater  than  that  of  the  summer  of 
1870,  which  was,  on  the  other  hand,  remarkable  for  its  heat ;  thus 
furnishing  renewed  evidence  for  the  belief  that  a  high  temperature 
is  the  sole  essential  factor  in  the  causation  of  this  most  fatal  affec- 
tion.    Whether  it  exercises  its  baneful  influence  directly  only,  or 
also  by  producing  a  poisonous  decomposition  or  development  in 
drinking  water  which  contains  a  large'  percentage  of  organic  im- 
purity, is  an  open  question.    The  wards  which  suffered  most  in 
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this  respect  were  the  first,  second,  fourth,  fifteenth,  nineteenth,  and 
twentj'-sizth — the  deaths  in  the-  nineteenth  alone  numbering  161. 
Three  of  these  wards— -the  first,  second,  and  twenty-sixth — are  situ- 
ated in  the  low,  swampy  region  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city 
known  as  the  "  Neck,"  and  are  compelled  to  depend,  to  a  great 
extent,  for  their  water  supply  on  wells  sunk  in  this  low,  poroua 
ground,  much  of  which  is,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  each  year, 
most  liberally  strewn  with  bone-dust  and  other  more  oflensiye 
manures ;  or  on  tide  water,  which  makes  its  way  up  the  creeks  and 
ditches  from  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  after  they  have  received 
the  entire  sewage  of  the  city.  The  first  and  twenty-sixth  are  de- 
cidedly rural  districts  in  their  character,  so  that  overcrowding  can- 
not be  predicated  of  their  inhabitants.  The  nineteenth  ward,  in 
which,  by  far,  the  largest  number  of  deaths  occurred  from  this 
cause,  is  supplied  by  the  Delaware  water-works.  Your  committee 
feel  inclined,  therefore,  to  adopt  the  latter  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
etiology  of  the  disease,  and  to  reiterate,  with  increased  earnestness, 
the  proposition  contained  in  your  report  for  the  year  1870,  of  the 
incalculable  importance  of  supplying  every  portion  of  this  great 
metropolis  with  an  abundance  of  pure  wholesome  water — and  that, 
not  twenty  years  hence,  but  now. 

The  mortality  from  sunstroke  was  entirely  without  precedent  in 
the  history  of  the  city.  In  1870  it  had  surpassed  all  previous  years, 
reaching  a  total  of  52,  which,  as  compared  with  the  ordinary  range 
of  from  nothing  to  20,  was  excessive ;  but  now  it  ran  up  to  nearly 
triple  that  figure,  137  deaths  being  recorded  as  due  to  this  cause. 
Not  only  were  persons  suddenly  stricken  down  who  were  exposed 
to  the  scorching  rays  of  the  sun,  but  in  numerous  instances  those 
who  had  retired  at  night,  apparently  in  ordinary  health,  were  found 
dead  in  their  beds  in  the  morning,  from  no  other  assignable  cause 
than  heat-exhaustion.  The  publication  by  Dr.  Horatio  C.  Wood 
of  a  popular  article  on  this  affection  and  its  appropriate  treatment, 
just  at  a  time  when  the  danger  was  at  its  height,  was  undoubtedly 
the  means  of  saving  many  lives,  and  affords  a  happy  instance  of 
the  manner  in  which  a  physician  may  acquit  himself  of  his  responsi- 
bilities to  society  at  large  (a  responsibility  though  rarely  recognized 
as  real  and  binding,  it  may  be  remarked  in  passing,  as  that  which 
he  owes  to  his  Immediate  patients),  without  in  any  degree  ove^ 
stepping  the  limits  of  professional  dignity  and  propriety. 

During  the  month  of  July  alone,  the  deaths  from  debility  (senile 
and  infantile)  and  inanition,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  more  than  the  monthly  average  (about  150),  an  excess  which 
can  be  attributed  to  no  other  influence  than  the  extreme  heat 
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The  destruction  of  infant  life  during  the  year  was  truly  deplor- 
able, no  less  than  9154  children  under  five  years  of  age  having 
perished,  nearly  one-half  of  the  entire  bill  of  mortality.  Of  these, 
5862  were  under  one  year  old,  an  excess  as  compared  with  the  year 
previous,  of  over  2000. in  the  first  instance,  and  over  1200  in  the 
second.  Of  these  terrible  figures  the  burden  is  to  be  borne  by  cholera 
infantum  to  the  number,  as  already  stated,  of  1666,  and  by  small- 
X)ox  to  the  number  of  980.  The  diseases  next  most  fatal  to  young 
life  were  acute  affections  of  the  air-passages,  both  simple  and 
zymotic,  which  carried  off  about  1200,  the  wasting  diseases  of 
infancy,  to  which  we  may  assign  about  1000,  and  convulsions,  which 
wei-e  the  cause  of  death  in  638  cases.  From  the  infant  mortality 
proper,  however,  in  justice,  834  stillbirths  should  be  deducted, 
which  reduces  the  total  to  8320.^ 

As  might  have  been  expected  from  the  prevalence  of  so  high  a 
temperature  for  so  long  a  time,  the  electrical  disturbances  of  the 
summer  were  frequent  and  violent.  Severe  thunder  storms  con- 
stantly broke  over  the  city ;  and  it  may  be  remarked  in  this  con- 
nection that  Philadelphia,  lying  at  the  confiuence  of  two  large 
streams,  one  of  them  cutting  its  way  through  a  succession  of  deep 
valleys,  and  the  other  bearing  a  heavy  tide,  is  peculiarly  favored 
in  this  redpect,  electrical  storms  often  sweeping  down  the  valley 
of  the  Schuylkill,  and  being  reflected  back  by  the  rising  tide  from 
the  broad  bosom  of  the  Delaware.*  Auroral  displays  were  also  of 
unusual  frequency  and  brilliancy.  Two  which  occurred  in  July, 
and  three  in  August,  are  worthy  of  being  put  on  record.  That  of 
February  4th  was  also  especially  noteworthy,  as  well  for  its  extreme 
beauty,  as  for  the  immense  extent  of  country  over  which  it  was 
observed.  The  report  of  the  chief  signal  oflScer  of  the  XJ.  S.,  cour- 
teously furnished  to  your  committee  by  General  Meyer,  contains 
extracts  from  the  monthly  journals  of  its  observers,  describing  its 
appearance  at  numerous  points  all  the  way  from  St  Paul,  Minne- 
sota, on  the  northwest,  to  Key  West,  Florida,  on  the  southeast. 
In  Philadelphia  it  was  both  boreal  and  austral,  appearing  to  the 
northward  as  a  pale-silvery  and  greenish  light,  while  in  the  southern 
sky  it  was  ^^  a  most  brilliant  display  of  glorious  crimson.''    During 

1  It  appears  from  a  disoasslon  now  going  on  in  England,  that  stillbirths  have 
not,  np  to  the  present  time,  been  registered  in  that  country.  Henoe,  any  gene- 
ral comparison  of  the  death-rate  of  her  cities  with  our  own,  without  allowing 
for  this  fact,  has  been  a  manifest  injustice  to  the  latter. 

s  Meteorological  table  No.  4,  A,  shows  the  number  of  such  storms  during  the 
months  of  July  and  August  to  have  been  16,  a  larger  number  than  had  been 
recorded  during  those  months  for  twenty-one  years. 
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the  entire  month  these  interesting  phenomena  were  visible  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country.  Their  number  for  the  year  in  this 
city  as  shown  in  "  B"  of  the  table  just  referred  to,  was  nine,  or 
one-half  more  than  were  noticed  by  our  observer  for  any  previous 
year  of  twenty-one  over  which  his  observations  have  extended,  and 
more  than  one-fifth  of  the  entire  number  for  that  period.  As 
regards  the  influence  of  the  rain-fall  on  the  public  health,  it  wUl  be 
observed  that  the  mortality  was  great  during  periods  both  of 
excess  and  scantiness.  No  law  of  relationship  can  as  yet  be  es- 
tablished in  this  matter.  The  returns  of  the  Registrar- General  of 
England,  show  that  during  thirty-two  years,  from  1840  to  1872, 
the  metropolitan  death-rate  has  been  24.3  per  1000  annually,  while 
the  average  rain-fall  during  the  same  period  was  24  inches.  Last 
year  the  rain-fall  rose  to  30  inches,  and  the  death-rate  fell  to  21 
per  1000.  A  comparison  of  six  dry  years,  having  an  average  rain- 
fall of  18  inches,  with  six  wet  years,  having  an  average  rain-fall  of 
32  inches,  seems  to  indicate  that  the  wet  seasons  are  the  healthier, 
the  mortality  of  the  former  having  been  26  per  1000,  while  that  of 
the  latter  was  but  24.  But,  as  Dr.  Ballard  observes,  "  The  indica- 
tions derivable  from  the  mortality  are  fallacious,  inasmuch  as 
conditions  of  weather  that  may  bring  about  a  fatal  termination  of 
diseases  already  affecting  a  population,  are  not  necessarily  snch 
as  to  occasion  or  favor  attacks  of  illness  in  persons  of  average 
health." 

Whatever  be  the  influence  of  this  important  agency  on  the  pro- 
duction or  prevention  of  disease,  the  returns  fail  to  indicate  it  as 
absolute  and  invariable.  It  is  rather  one  of  many  factors  which 
may  counterbalance  one  another. 

A  comparison  of  the  death-rates  of  the  four  principal  cities  of  the 
United  States  for  the  past  year,  affords  the  gratifying  result  that, 
notwithstanding  the  fearful  epidemic  mortality  which  prevailed  m 
our  midst,  Philadelphia  may  claim  to  have  been  the  healthiest  of 
them  all.  The  number  of  deaths  in  New  York  was  32,647,  giving 
a  death-rate  of  33.6  per  1000 ;  in  Brooklyn,  the  rate  was  30.7  per 
1000 ;  in  Boston,  29.7  per  1000 ;  in  Philadelphia,  only  29.4  per 
1000. 

It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  the  state  of  sanitary  science  in  this 
country  however,  that  even  Philadelphia's  rate  is  in  excess  of  that 
of  the  European  capitals. 

Epidemics. — Your  special  committee  for  the  year  18T0,  took 
occasion  to  congratulate  the  Society  on  the  immunity  which  their 
city  had  enjoyed  during  that  year,  and  the  few  immediately  pre- 
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ceding  it,  from  the  terrible  pest,  variola,  at  the  same  time  urging 
with  much  earnestness  the  importance  of  taking  advantage  of  this 
period  of  exemption  to  enforce  so  thorough  a  system  of  vaccination, 
as  would  render  our  community  comparatively  proof  against  any 
future  invasion  of  the  disease,  at  least  in  its  most  loathsome  and 
fatal  form.  The  event  has  shown  the  wisdom  of  the  warning. 
Had  such  energetic  measures  been  then  initiated  in  this  direction, 
as  have  been  since  undertaken  with  no  additional  legal  enactments 
to  back  them,  the  number  of  lives  that, might  have  been  saved,  the 
amount  of  physical  suffering  and  mental  distress  that  might  have 
been  prevented,  the  pecuniary  loss  from  prostration  of  trade  that 
might  have  been  avoided,  can  scarcely  be  estimated. 

The  Smallpox  epidemic  of  the  winter  of  1871-72  was  entirely 
without  a  parallel  in  this  city,  whether  we  regard  the  number  of 
individuals  attacked  or  the  virulence  of  the  disease.  Indeed  it 
was  everywhere  characterized  by  extreme  severity.  Nor  was  the 
immense  extent  of  the  habitable  globe  over  which  it  spread  less 
remarkable.  On  the  authority  of  Inspector-General  Lawson,  of 
England,  it  is  stated  that  during  the  years  1871-1872,  there  were 
epidemics  of  smallpox,  at  various  points  in  Africa  /ind  Europe, 
from  south  of  the  equator  to  the  Arctic  Ocean;  in  Asia  from 
southern  India  to  Siberia ;  in  America  from  Chili  to  Canada.  That 
which  has  just  traversed  our  own  land  had  its  origin  in  southern 
India  in  1868,  was  met  with  in  northern  India  in  1869,  reached 
the  south  of  France,  arriving  by  the  Mediterranean,  early  in  the 
year  1870,  and  England  toward  the  end  of  that  year,  to  cross  the 
Atlantic  and  establish  itself  upon  our  shores  during  the  first  months 
of  the  year  following.  It  is  a  singular  witness  to  the  central  posi- 
tion now  occupied  by  the  United  States  in  her  commercial  relations 
to  the  world,  that  our  Pacific  coast  had  already  suffered  from  its 
ravages  two  years  before,  the  infection  having  traversed  that  ocean 
and  seated  itself  in  the  youngest  metropolis  of  the  world,  within  a 
year  from  its  eruption  in  the  most  venerable  of  historic  lands. 
The  history  of  its  rise  in  this  city  was  fully  given  in  the  report  of 
your  committee  for  1871.  The  year  1872  found  the  city  most 
completely  in  its  grasp.  No  district  was  sufficiently  exclusive  to 
bar  its  entrance — no  apartment  sufficiently  secluded  to  escape  its 
powers  of  penetration.  It  found  its  way  into  the  silent  perfumed 
chamber  of  the  wealthy  invalid  as  well  as  into  the  noisome  den 
of  the  crowded  tenement,  and  even  the  solitary  penitent,  holding 
no  intercourse  with  his  fellows,  did  not  find  the  granite  walls  of 
his  cell  an  effective  barrier  to  its  inroads.  Such  facts  as  these 
would  almost  induce  us  to  admit  the  possibility  of  its  production 
VOL.  X.  14 
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by  atmospheric  influence  alone  without  the  transmission  of  material 
or  substantial  particles  from  the  diseased  body,  but  for  the  entire 
lack  of  precaution  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  to  prevent  or 
diminish  such  distribution  of  morbific  material  by  convalescents. 
The  first  week  in  January,  ending  with  the  sixth  day,  saw  230 
deaths  from  this  cause,  lacking  only  three  of  being  the  most  fatal 
week  of  the  epidemic.  The  week  following,  it  fell  to  216,  and  the 
mortality  for  the  entire  month  showed  a  very  slight  improvement 
as  compared  with  the  month  previous,  being  832,  while  that  for 
December  was  861.  In  February  it  fell  rapidly  to  45T,  to  rise  again, 
however,  in  March  to  536.  By  this  time  the  apprehensions  of  the 
community  both  in  the  city  and  at  a  distance,  were  so  thoroughly 
aroused,  that  according  to  the  careful  estimates  of  the  ofiScers  of 
one  of  our  lines  of  street  cars,  kindly  furnished  in  response  to  a 
request  from  your  committee,  forty-four  thousand  persons  fewer  rode 
in  the  cars  of  that  one  company,  during  that  one  month,  than 
would  have  done  so  but  for  the  presence  of  the  infection.  The  low 
temperature  which  prevailed  until  the  very  end  of  this  month  (the 
thermometer  marking  but  .41  of  a  degree  lower  for  February  than 
for  March)  Tfas  undoubtedly  an  efiScient  cause  in  sustaining  the 
vitality  of  the  poison  ;  the  mortality  beginning  to  diminish  rapidly 
with  the  rising  mercury  and  increased  ventilation  of  April.  Where 
so  many  factors  are  concerned,  it  is  difilcult  to  trace  the  effect  of 
any  one  with  precision,  but  it  may  be  said  in  a  general  way,  that 
periods  of  excessively  low  temperature  were  followed  almost  im- 
mediately by  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  reported,  and  after 
an  interval  of  about  ten  days  by  an  increased  mortality. 

Dr.  Welch  has  been  good  enough  to  furnish  the  committee  a  con- 
densed tabular  statement  of  the  cases  in  the  Municipal  Hospital  for 
the  year,  in  advance  of  the  publication  of  his  report. 

The  whole  number  of  patients  admitted,  all  suffering  from  small- 
pox was  1150,  of  whom  13  died  before  examination,  and  are  there- 
fore not  entered  upon  the  table.  The  number  of  deaths  was  354  or 
30  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  admitted.  The  subjoined  table 
shows  the  comparative  mortality  as  influenced  by  vaccination. 

Admitted.    Died.     Per  cent  of 
deaihi. 

Not  vaccinated 307        194        63.19 

Vaccinated  in  infancy — good  mark        .        .        379  40        10.65 

"       ,         "  fair       "  .        .        170  21        12.36 

"  "  poor     "  .        .        281  87        30.96 

Total  nnmber  vaccinated        ...        830        148        17.83 
With  what  an  eloquent  tongue  do  these  simple  figures  speak. 
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To  attempt  to  test  the  fatality  of  the  disease,  by  comparing  the 
actual  mortality  with  the  number  of  cases  reported  at^  the  Health 
Office,  is  manifestly  futile,  as  it  must  be  evident  to  every  one,  upon  a 
moment's  consideration,  that  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  cases 
that  occurred  were  reported ;  and  it  is  moreover  so  damaging  to  the 
reputation  both  of  the  salubrity  of  our  city  and  the  skill  of  our 
physicians,  that  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  Board  of  Health  should 
have  given  such  a  result  its  sanction. 

Let  us  turn  now  from  what  has  been  to  what  might  have  been, 
not  in  the  spirit  either  of  vain  regret  or  of  captious  criticism,  but 
in  the  sincere  desire  of  profiting  by  the  sad  lesson  of  this  visitation. 

The  able  and  interesting  report  of  our  fellow  member.  Dr.  Wm.  M. 
Welch,  in  his  capacity  of  Physician  to  the  Municipal  Hospital,  for 
the  year  1871,  affords  us  a  means  of  approximating  to  an  insight 
into  the  degree  to  which  the  disease  is  preventible.  After  a  care- 
ful analysis  of  all  the  cases  which  fell  under  his  care  in  respect  to 
vaccinal  and  variolous  history,  vaccinal  marks,  severity  of  attack, 
and  result,  he  considers  himself  entitled  to  conclude  that  of  the  1879 
deaths  caused  by  this  disease  during  the  last  few  months  of  that 
year,  the  immense  proportion  of  1509  might  have  lieen  prevented  by 
thorough  vaccination  and  revaccination.  Applying  the  same  rea- 
soning, and  your  committee  confess  themselves  unable  to  find  a  flaw 
in  it,  to  the  mortality  from  variola  in  1872,  which  reached  the  start- 
ling figure  of  2585,  we  should  have  the  number  of  preventable  deaths 
during  the  first  four  months  of  this  year  about  2070,  which  added 
to  those  of  the  previous  year  gives  a  grand  total  for  a  period  cover- 
ing little  over  seven  months  of  3579  deaths,  which  might  have  been 
averted  by  the  careful  and  systematic  employment  of  means  with 
the  value  of  which  we  were  thoroughly  acquainted.  This  neglect 
must  be  attributed  to  a  shameful  apathy  on  the  one  hand  and  to 
gross  ignorance  and  vulgar  prejudice  on  the  other.  A  terrible  bur- 
den of  responsibility,  let  it  fall  where  it  may.  Can  we  as  a  profes- 
sion escape  our  share  of  it  ?  However  faithfully  we  may  have  dis- 
charged our  obligations  in  the  premises  as  individuals,  have  we  in 
our  collective  capacity  brought  to  bear  that  influence  on  this  most 
important  question  which  our  position,  as  one  of  the  great  learned 
professions,  entitles  us  to  exert  ? 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  this  epidemic,  your  committee  cannot 
shirk  the  responsibility  of  considering  the  manner  in  which  the  city 
authorities  acquitted  themselves  of  the  grave  duties  which  devolved 
upon  them  in  the  presence  of  so  deadly  a  foe.  They  are  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  their  operations  were  conducted  rather  from  a  mer- 
cantile than  a  humanitarian  standpoint,  with  a  view  to  husbanding 
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trade  rather  than  human  life.  So  great  was  the  dread  of  "  frightening 
away^'  business  from  the  city  that  obvious  precautions,  such  as  were 
taken  in  other  cities,  were  here  neglected  lest  the  impression  should 
get  abroad  that,  the  disease  prevailed  to  an  alarming  extent.  Be- 
yond increasing  the  number  of  vaccine  physicians,  and  enforcing 
the  existing  law  in  regard  to  the  vaccination  of  children  entering 
the  public  schools,  measures  which,  to  prove  effective,  should  have 
been  adopted  a  year  before  when  the  first  note  of  warning  was 
sounded  by  this  society,  and  which  could  be  construed  only  as  pre- 
caution ar}'  by  those  at  a  distance,  scarce  anything  was  done  to  check 
the  progress  of  the  contagion.  Your  committee  do  not  wish  to  be 
understood  as  charging  the  Board  of  Health  or  the  City  Councils 
with  parsimony  in  their  expenditures.  Hospital  accommodations, 
which  Dr.  Welch  considered  ample,  were  provided  for  the  plague- 
stricken,  and  nothing  was  neglected  that  could  minister  to  their 
comfort  or  promote  their  recovery.  But  these  officers  seem  to  have 
considered  it  their  first  duty  not  so  much  to  openly  fight  the  mfeo- 
tion  as  to  conceal  its  existence. 

The  daily  journals,  acting  evidently  under  advice,  either  wilfully 
suppressed  facts' or  were  not  supplied  with  them,  and  treated  the 
whole  matter  in  a  light  and  trifling  spirit.  It  will  scarcely  be  be- 
lieved that,  at  a  time  when  every  hour  that  struck  was  the  death 
knell  of  one  or  more  souls  cut  off  by  this  single  disease — when  all 
night  long  the  streets  reverberated  to  the  rumble  of  vehicles  of  every 
description,  surreptitiously  bearing  away  the  unattended  bodies  of 
its  victims,  alike  from  the  mansion  and  the  hovel,  to  graves  unhal- 
lowed by  prayer  or  tear — that  at  such  a  time,  one  of  our  leading 
papers  could  come  out  with  the  unblushing  statement  that  the  dis- 
ease was  not  then  and  had  not  been,'4n  the  true  sense  of  the  term," 
epidemic  in  the  city,  and  could  father  the  astounding  assertion  upon 
the  Board  of  Health.  And  yetistrange  things  might  certainly  be 
expected  of  a  Board  of  Health,  one  of  whose  members,  in  his  anxiety 
to  keep  down  the  number  of  cases  reported,  could  openly  say,  that 
any  physician  who  returned  his  cases  of  varioloid  was  taking  unne- 
cessary trouble,  as  the  law  only  specified  smallpox.  That  we  may 
appreciate  the  cruel — we  might  almost  say  criminal — ^neglect  from 
which  the  city  suffered  in  obedience  to  the  behests  of  the  mercantile 
element  in  the  community,  let  us  notice  what  steps  wei*e  taken  in 
other  towns  to  arrest  the  spread  of  the  contagion,  and  compare  our 
own  action  with  theirs.  In  the  cities  of  Baltimore  and  Washington, 
as  soon  as  it  was  discovered  that  the  disease  had  actually  gained  a 
foothold,  ordinances  were  passed  directing  the  removal  of  all  straw 
and  hay  from  the  floors  of  the  public  conveyances,  and  in  another 
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city,  even  of  the  upholstered  cushions  on  the  seats.  In  PhQadelphia, 
the  hay  was  not  only  retained  in  the  street  cars  during  the  entire 
epidemic,  but  was  oflen  kept  so  long  that  it  was  ground  to  powder 
beneath  the  feet  of  the  passengers,  in  dry  weather  rising  in  clouds 
at  every  step,  and  in  wet  giving  forth  most  unsavory  exhalations. 
Filthy  and  disgusting  at  all  times  to  an  extent  that  should  lead  to 
its  prohibition,  this  practice  was  then  unquestionably  a  direct  and 
efScient  promoter  of  infection. 

The  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Harrisburg,  passed,  on  the 
6th  of  January,  "An  Ordinance  for  the  Better  Protection  and 
Safety  of  its  Citizens  from  the  ravages  of  infectious  diseases," 
which  was  approved  by  the  mayor,  and  went  into  effect  two  days 
later.  It  provided  for  a  careful  canvass  of  the  city  by  the  police, 
who  were  directed  to  report  all  unvaccinated  persons  to  the  vaccine 
phj'sicians,  and  imposed  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  and  costs  on  any 
person  refusing  to  submit  to  vaccination,  after  being  reported  to 
the  mayor  by  the  vaccine  physician. 

In  Philadelphia,  late  in  the  month  of  February,  the  Board  of 
Health  memorialized  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  requesting  the 
passage  of  an  act  enforcing  compulsory  vaccination,  a  step  in  which 
they  had  been  anticipated  by  this  Society,  acting  through  the  State 
Medical  Society,  by  nearly  a  year,  the  lower  house  having,  in  point 
of  fact,  several  weeks  before  passed  a  bill  making  vaccination  an 
essential  condition  of  admission  to  the  public  schools  throughout 
the  State — a  step  evidently  taken  in  response  to  the  request  of 
the  State  Medical  Society,  and  which,  although  inadequate,  was  an 
evidence  of  an  awakened  interest  in  the  subject  and  gave  promise 
of  more  effective  action  in  the  future. 

In  San  Francisco,  during  the  epidemic  of  1868-69,  "whenever  a 
smallpox  patient  left  his  or  her  room"  (we  quote  from  the  report 
of  the  Health  Officer,  Dr.  Rowell,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  Dr. 
C.  M.  Bates,  former  Health  Officer  of  that  city), "  either  by  recovery, 
removal  to  the  smallpox  hospital,  or  death,  all  the  clothing,  bed- 
ding, and  furniture  were  subjected  to  a  thorough  fumigation  with 
chlorine  for  at  least  a  week  or  ten  days."  "When  the  epidemic  was 
at  its  height,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  passed  an  order  to  quaran- 
tine every  house  where  smallpox  existed,  and  to  allow  none  to  pass 
or  repass  the  threshold  until  the  danger  of  infection  was  over.  In 
addition  to  that  they  passed  an  order  to  have  all  the  sewers  flushed 
and  then  fumigated  with  chlorine."  The  Health  Officer  "  also  sent 
wagons  through  the  principal  streets  with  barrels  of  black  oxide  of 
manganese,  and  hydrochloric  acid,  emitting  volumes  of  chlorine,  for 
two  weeks,  until  the  entire  city  smelled  like  a  bleaching  establish- 
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ment."  Now  mark  the  result  of  this  prompt  and  energetic  action: 
"  Under  these  sanitary  measures  the  number  of  new  cases  was  at 
once  reduced  to  less  per  week  than  had  been  reported  each  day 
when  we  commenced  chlorination,  until  finally  the  disease  disap- 
peared' altogether."  A  resident  of  California  informs  us  that  the 
houses  thus  quarantined  were  compelled  to  hang  out  a  yellow  flag, 
and  also  that  a  sort  of  medical  police,  comprising  most  of  the 
physicians  of  the  city,  was  organized,  with  instructions  to  arrest 
any  persons  appearing  on  the  streets  with  marks  of  the  disease 
upon  them  indicating  communicability,  and  to  send  them  at  once 
to  the  smallpox  hospital.  In  New  York,  the  Board  of  Health 
employed  a  large  corps  of  disinfectors,  who  were  sent  to  all  in- 
fected houses,  entirely  irrespective  of  the  social  condition  of  the 
occupants.  In  English  and  continental  cities,  where  the  epi- 
demic prevailed  to  a  dangerous  extent,  disinfecting  stations  were 
established  by  the  authorities,  where  clothing,  bedding,  and  fnr- 
niture,  which  had  been  exposed  to  contagion,  could  be  sent  to  be 
disinfected  and  returned  again  to  the  owners  in  a  clean  and  in- 
nocuous condition.  What  have  the  Councils  or  the  Board  of 
Health  of  Philadelphia  to  show  as  compared  with  any  of  these 
positive  measures  of  quarantine  and  disinfection  ?  Simply  that 
they  "  repeatedly  cautioned  the  public  against  exposing  themselves 
upon  the  public  thoroughfares  of  the  city  while  suffering  from 
smallpox,  and  provided  for  sending  a  medical  officer  to  visit,  at  their 
homes,  such  pei*sons  as  had  no  physician  and  desired  admission  to 
the  hospital."  The  wording  of  the  statement  shows  that  it  was 
intended  to  refer  rather  to  those  who  found  themselves  seized  with 
the  disease  and  in  need  of  medical  advice,  than  to  convalescents, 
the  most  dangerous  class  of  all  to  the  health  of  the  community. 
In  their  report,  published  just  as  the  epidemic  had  spent  itself,  they 
mildly  suggest  that  "  there  is  need  of  a  law,  with  a  penalty  at- 
tached, prohibiting  any  person  from  wilfully  exposing  himself  or 
others  in  public,  without  proper  precautions,  when  suffering  from 
dangerous  infectious  disease,"  and  quote  two  or  three  sections  from 
the  admirable  Sanitary  Act  of  England,  of  1866,  in  support  of  the 
suggestion.  Tour  committee  cannot  but  feel  that  had  these  ex- 
cellent suggestions  been  urged  upon  the  City  Councils  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  epidenuc,  when  it  first  assumed  threatening 
proportions,  and  had  public  opinion,  if  necessary,  been  stimulated 
by  a  frank  expose  of  the  true  condition  of  affairs,  all  necessary 
powers  would  have  been  conferred  upon  the  Board.  As  it  was,  the 
most  shameful  license  prevailed.  Persons  were  continually  seen 
on  the  streets,  and  met  in  public  conveyances,  whose  faces  were 
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Still  desquamating.  Clerks  returned  to  their  positions  in  stores, 
to  convey  to  their  customers  the  lethal  poison  in  the  goods  they 
handled,  and  in  one  case,  at  least,  even  a  street  car  conductor  re- 
turned to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  a  pestiferous  condition. 
Shops  were  allowed  to  pursue  their  traffic,  while,  in  the  same  house, 
sometimes  even  in  an  adjoining  apartment,  patients  were  prostrated 
with  the  infection.  Undoubtedly  a  most  efficient  agent  in  perpetu- 
ating the  vitiated  condition  of  the  atmosphere  was  to  be  found  in 
the  retention  in  rooms  and  houses  in  which  cases  had  occurred,  of 
clothing,  carpets,  bedding,  etc,  which  contained  the  seeds  of  dis- 
ease. Deeply  impressed  with  this  fact,  the  chairman  of  your  com- 
mittee, in  the  early  part  of  January,  addressed  a  note  to  the  Board, 
in  nearly  the  following  terms : — 

To  the  Honorable  The  Board  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia^ 
Gentlemen : — The  want  is  now  becoming  pressingly  felt,  and 
every  day  is  making  it  more  urgent,  of  proper  means  for  disinfect- 
ing and  thoroughly  cleansing  bedding,  carpets  and  other  articles 
which  have  been  exposed  to  the  variftous  infection.  Ordinary  up- 
holsterers and  renovators,  are  very  properly  cautious  about  admit- 
ting infecting  material  into  their  rooms,  thus  exposing  their  stock 
to  its  injurious  influence  and  running  the  risk  of  propagating  the 
disease  among  their  customers.  At  the  same  time,  the  retention 
of  fomites  in  private  houses,  especially  under  the  circumstances  of 
secresy  which  the  desire  not  to  excite  alarm  induces,  is  undoubtedly 
an  efficient  means  of  propagating  the  disease  directly  to  those  ex- 
posed to  their  influence  and  of  promoting  an  epidemic  constitution 
of  the  atmosphere.  Every  house  in  which  a  case  has  occurred  and 
in  which  the  seeds  of  disease  have  been  sown,  thus  becomes  a  centre 
of  infection,  and  may  continue  to  be  so  for  months  to  come.  I 
would  therefore  respectfully  urge  upon  your  honorable  body  the 
importance  of  the  establishment  of  a  disinfecting  station,  where  all 
such  infected  articles  could  be  sent  and  thoroughly  purified.  The 
facility  once  offered,  a  resort  to  it  should  be  compulsory,  the  patient 
bearing  the  expense  when  of  sufficient  means,  the  city  otherwise." 
No  response  either  direct  or  indirect  following  this  appeal,  the 
writer  had  the  curiosity  on  visiting  the  Health  Office  some  ten  days 
or  two  weeks  subsequently,  to  inquire  whether  his  communication 
had  been  received.  He  was  blandly  informed  that  it  had,  and  was 
referred  to  the  Sanitary  Committee^  which  had  not  since  held  a 
meeting.  Comment  on  this  fact  is  unnecessary,  further  than  to  say, 
that  the  death-rate  from  this  disease  for  the  entire  month  of  Janu- 
ary was  IJ  per  hour.     No  alternative  was  offered  therefore  to 
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those  whose  household  goods,  often  their  entire  wealth,  Jiad  been 
exposed,  but  to  keep  them  in  their  foulness,  adopting  in  rare  cases 
such  ineffective  methods  of  disinfection  in  their  own  homes  as  their 
limited  knowledge  might  suggest,  or  to  send  them  to  the  Municipal 
Hospital,  to  be  confiscated  or  burned.  It  is  not  difficult  to  de- 
termine which  course  was  more  frequently  followed. 

Among  the  efforts  made  by  individual  physicians  during  the 
past  year,  to  diffuse  a  more  general  knowledge  on  this  vital  subject 
and  to  arouse  the  authorities  to  a  sense  of  their  responsibilities,  may 
be  mentioned  the  reading  on  the  evening  of  January  18th,  before 
the  Social  Science  Association,  of  a  very  able  paper  by  Dr.  Parry, 
entitled  "Vaccination — Its  Uses  and  its  Alleged  Dangers."  The 
publication  of  the  greater  part  of  this  lecture  in  the  daily  prints 
doubtless  exerted  a  very  favorable  influence  in  the  removal  of  pre- 
judice. Editorial  articles  in  favor  of  compulsory  vaccination, 
inspired  by  the  suggestions  of  your  committee,  appeared  in  some 
of  the  dailies.  Dr.  J.  G.  Allen,  one  of  the  vaccine  physicians, 
made  extensive  investigations  in  regard  to  bovine  vaccination, 
having  had  the  good  fortirae  to  obtain  some  virus  from  an 
original  case  of  cow-pox  occurring  on  the  farm  of  Dr.  Dar- 
lington, near  West  Chester,  Dr.  Allen  kindly  furnished  the 
chairman  of  your  committee  with  a  crust  from  one  of  his  own 
heifers,  and  with  this,  as  also  with  an  abundant  supply  of.small- 
pox  lymph  taken  at  early  maturity  by  Dr.  Welch,  he  vaccinated 
and  inoculated  several  heifers,  the  property  of  Mr.  Horace  Smith, 
of  Hestonville,  who  with  commendable  public  spirit  placed  his 
dairy  at  the  service  of  any  one  who  desired  to  experiment  in 
this  important  field.  The  weather,  however,  was  so  intensely  cold, 
the  virus  freezing  as  it  was  rubbed  on  the  glass,  and  the  arrange- 
ments both  for  operating  and  for  protecting  the  vaccinated  animals 
so  inadequate,  that  no  result  whatever  followed  the  attempts. 

At  its  meeting  of  January  24th,  1872,  a  paper  was  read  before 
this  Society,  by  your  chairman,  entitled  *' On  Virgin  Vaccine  Lymph 
and  Lymph  of  the  Early  Removes,  as  Compared  with  Ordinary 
Humanized  Virus,"  the  conclusions  of  which  were  decidedly  in 
favor  of  an  occasional  return  to  animal  vaccination  as  a  means  of 
revivifying  the  stock. 

The  intensely  variolous  constitution  of  the  atmosphere  during 
the  earlier  part  of  the  year  appeared  to  be  unfavorable  to  the  growth 
of  other  specific  disease  germs,  most  other  fevers  prevailing  either 
moderately  or  to  an  extent  quite  below  the  average.  Typhoid  and 
typhus  were  both  light,  malarial  fevers  strikingly  so,  scarlatina  far 
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"below  the  the  mean,  and  more  fatal  during  the  intense  heat  of  the 
summer  than  during  the  Tfinter,  its  favorite  season. 

Measles,  on  the  other  hand,  as  has  been  noticed  in  previous  epi- 
demics of  variola,  was  more  prevalent  than  usual ;  the  deatlis  from 
that  disease  amounting  to  143.  Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  was 
more  general  and  fatal  than  it  had  been  since  the  year  1865,  its 
victims  numbering  133  ;  of  whom  two-thirds  were  minors,  and  one- 
sixth  under  one  3'ear. 

As  a  judicious  step  in  the  way  of  hygiene  applied  not  simply  to 
the  body  but  acting  through  that  most  important  agent  in  the 
maintainance  of  health,  the  mind,  your  committee  cannot  overlook 
the  children's  excursions,  inaugurated  during  the  past  summer,  the 
perfect  offspring  of  Christian  benevolence  allied  to  enlightened 
medical  science.  Each  of  these  expeditions  was  accompanied  by  a 
corps  of  skilful  physicians,  who  opened  a  dispensary  abundantly 
stocked  with  every  requisite,  dietetic  as  well  as  therapeutic,  at  which 
large  numbers  of  children  were  prescribed  for.  The  draughts  of 
fresh  pure  air,  whether  inhaled  with  the  sea  breeze  far  down  the 
Delaware,  or  among  the  fragrant  woods  and  flowery  meads  of  Fair- 
mount,  the  unaccustomed  luxury  of  enough  to  eat  and  that  of  the 
best  and  most  wholesome,  the  delight  of  new  scenes  and  rural  sights 
to  poor  little  sufferers  long  pent  up  in  the  noisome  courts  and  alleys 
of  the  sweltering  city,  all  these  beneficent  influences  combined  to 
put  new  life  into  the  veins  of  many  a  wasting  infant,  new  hope  into 
many  a  despairing  mother's  heart.  It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that 
this  happy  inspiration  which,  it  is  but  fair  to  say  in  passing,  we 
owe  to  the  press  of  a  neighboring  city,  will  be  followed  up  in  the 
present  and  succeeding  years,  by  still  more  extensive  and  perma- 
nently 'organized  plans  of  relief  and  amelioration  of  the  suffering 
which  our  tropical  summers  always  entail  on  the  children  of  the 
poor. 

This  division  of  our  report  would  be  incomplete  without  a  pass- 
ing reference  to  the  singular  and  wide-spread  epizootic  affection 
which  visited  our  city  in  common  with  all  others  throughout  the 
eastern  slope  of  the  continent,  during  the  autumn  and  winter  months 
of  the  year,  and  is  even  now  pursuing  its  destructive  course  in  the 
regions  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Commencing  in  Canada, 
first  observed  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  on  or  about  the  10th  day  of 
October,  it  speedily  crossed  the  barrier  of  lakes  and  rivers  which 
separates  the  Dominion  from  our  own  borders,  appearing  almost 
simultaneously  in  Rochester,  Buffalo,  and  other  frontier  cities. 
From  these  points  it  traveled  southward,  literally  upon  the  wings 
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of  the  wind,  traversing  not  unfrequently  a  hundred  miles  in  the 
course  of  a  single  day,  invading  town  after  town,  hamlet  after 
hamlet,  city  after  city,  with  relentless  impartiality.  In  eleven  days 
from  its  outbreak  in  Toronto  it  reached  New  York.  Nor  was  the 
rapidity  vrith  which  it  spread  in  any  given  centre  less  remarkable. 
Within  a  day  from  the  appearance  of  the  first  case  in  any  of  our 
large  cities,  a  hundred  cases  would  be  reported,  and  by  the  end  of 
a  week  scarcely  a  horse  could  be  found  which  did  not  present  greater 
or  less  evidence  of  suffering  from  its  subtle  influence.  These  two 
characteristics  in  the  history  of  its  march  are  suflicient  to  indicate 
its  entire  dependence  upon  atmospheric  causation,  and  to  remove 
it  from  the  category  of  diseases  communicable  from  animal  to  animal, 
or  resulting  from  germs  or  ferments  generated  in  the  bodies  of  those 
affected  by  them.  From  an  interesting  discussion  of  the  subject 
by  this  Society,  it  appeared  that,  as  seen  in  this  city,  the  disease 
was  a  catarrhal  affection  of  the  entire  mucous  respiratory  tract, 
with  a  tendency,  on  the  part  of  the  system,  generally  to  run  into  a 
typhoid  condition.  The  initial  symptom  was  cough,  with  anorexia. 
This  was  soon  followed  by  staring  coat,  probably  indicating  rigors, 
with  fever,  quick  pulse,  hurried  and  often  labored  respiration,  in- 
tense redness  of  the  nostril,  a  thin,  watery  nasal  discharge,  rapidly 
becoming  puriform  and  presenting  a  greenish  coloration,  often  ex- 
cessive in  quantity,  and  in  many  cases  swelling  of  the  glands  about 
the  fauces.  A  free  rhinorrhea  was  usually  considered  as  rather  a 
favorable  indication.  A  singular  sequela  of  the  disease,  appearing 
about  the  end  of  the  third  week  after  the  original  attack,  was  ana- 
sarca, affecting  especially  the  limbs,  often  attended  by  prostration 
to  an  extreme  degree,  and  accompanied  by  a  rapid  shedding  of  the 
mane  and  tail,  proving,  perhaps,  oftener  fatal  than  the  acute  stage. 
The  urine  in  these  cases  was  found  by  Dr.  Bunn  to  be  highly  albumi- 
nous. No  better  proof  is  needed  of  the  purely  zymotic  character  of 
the  disease  and  its  poisonous  action  upon  the  blood.  The  analogy 
to  the  dropsy  following  scarlatina  must  suggest  itself  to  every  one. 
Tour  committee  have  not  been  able  to  find  a  trustworthy  record  of 
a  single  instance  of  the  transmission  of  the  disease  to  a  human  being, 
and  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  cases  reported  as  occurring 
among  cattle  were  not  simple  catarrhal  and  inflammatory  affections 
attributable  to  exposure  to  the  intense  cold. 

The  post-mortem  appearances  were  observed  by  Drs.  W.  H. 
Bunn,  Wm.  Hunt,  James  J.  Levick,  J.  Koerper,  and  Albert  Fricke, 
and  were  made  the  subject  of  an  interesting  paper  by  the  latter- 
named  gentleman,  before  the  Biological  and  Microscopical  Section 
of  the   Academy  of  Natural  Sciences.     They  were  as   follows: 
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Mucous  membrane  of  the  glottis,  larynx,  and  trachea  intensely 
injected,  displaying  either  a  dark-green  bronze-colored,  or  a  deep 
mahogany-red,  discoloration.  This  condition  sometimes  extended 
into  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  in  one  case  appeared  to  take  the 
form  of  a  false  membrane.  In  some  cases  ulceration  of  the  mucous 
membrane  had  taken  place.  The  lungs  and  all  the  other  viscera 
irere  found  in  healthy  condition.  This  latter  statement  does 
not  correspond  with  the  experience  of  other  observers.  The  lungs 
of  a  horse  which  died  from  this  affection,,  which  were  exhibited 
by  Prof.  Gross  to  his  class,  were  distinctly  hepatized.  The  nasal 
discharge  and  blood  of  animals  affected  were  examined  micro- 
scopically by  Prof.  Leidy.  The  nasal  discharge  exhibited,  beside 
ordinary  mucus  or  pus-corpuscles,  with  usually  a  single  and  well- 
defined  nucleus,  multitudes  of  minute  granules  in  shoi*t  chains, 
constituting  a  form  of  vibrio  not  very  active  in  movement,  spores 
of  uredo,  simple  globular  spores,  round  spores,  germinating  spores, 
mucous  threads,  pollen  grains,  and  fragments  of  chaff.  The  blood 
contained  few  white  corpuscles,  and  in  one  case  a  great  number  of 
minute  granules  mingled  with  the  red  corpuscles,  which  were  normal 
in  appearance.  The  greenish  layer  was  found  to  be  epithelium, 
and  was  composed  of  the  ordinary  ciliated  columnar  cells  with  mul- 
titudes of  other  cells  of  various  shapes,  and  without  cilia.  In  one 
case  a  grayish  patch  was  noticed  on  the  pharynx,  which  was  thought 
to  be  a  false  membrane. 

Dr.  Fricke's  deduction  from  these  appearances  is  that  the  disease 
is  of  a  diphtheritic  nature.  While  not  ready  to  accept  this  conclu- 
sion as  final,  your  committee  confess  that  acknowledged  standard 
works  on  Hippopathology  give  no  history  of  a  disease  entirely 
analogous  to  that  under  discussion.  Its  mortality  alone  suflSciently 
distinguishes  it  from  influenza,  not  fewer  than  2250  horses  having 
perished'from  it  in  this  cit}'  in  the  brief  space  of  three  weeks.  The 
death  rate  was  undoubtedly  much  increased  by  improper  medication. 
The  daily  papers  teemed  with  the  most  extraordinary  and  dangerous 
prescriptions,  which  were  too  often  eagerly  seized  and  rashly  used 
by  a  gullible  and  penurious  public,  thus  greatly  increasing  the  mor- 
tality. The  antiphlogistic  method  was  invariably  disastrous. 
Warmth,  a  bland  digestible  diet,  warm  foipentations,  or  stimulating 
liniments  to  the  throat  and  thorax,  with  alcoholic  stimuli,  where- 
typhoid  S3rmptoms  were  prominent — in  brief,  careful  nursing  and 
judicious  feeding  proved  to  be  the  successful  plan  of  treatment. 

The  unwonted  appearance  of  our  streets  during  the  height  of 
this  epizootic  will  long  be  remembered.  The  empty  roadway  and 
the  crowded  sidewalk,  the  long  strings  of  men  and  boys  dragging, 
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with  cheery  song  and  jocund  jeer,  heavily-laden  wagons  and  even 
crowded  passenger  cars,  the  rustic  ox,  with  his  not  less  rustic 
driver,  suddenly  summoned  from  his  rural  retirement,  patiently 
and  wonderingly  hauling  his  unaccustomed  burdens  over  the  rough 
pavements  of  Market  and  Water  streets,  often  uncomfortably 
accoutred  in  the  cast-off  harness  of  his  equine  predecessor;  the 
huge  piles  of  goods  awaiting  transportation  on  dock  and  by  door- 
way, all  bore  evidence  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the  great  wheels  of 
modem  society  had  suddenly  been  thrown  out  of  gear.  Orangeman 
and  Fenian  were  alike  obliged  to  forego  the  coveted  luxury  of  a 
"  dacent  funeral,"  happy  if  a  solitary  quadruped  could  be  found 
to  drag  their  unattended  hearse  to  the  distant  cemetery.  Probably 
no  class  of  men  suffered  more  real  deprivation  and  personal  dis- 
comfort from  the  loss  of  the  services  of  these  faithful  friends  than 
our  own  profession.  Those  who  thought  little  of  driving  their 
twenty  or  thirty  miles  aMaj',  found  it  a  very  different  matter  when, 
after  pruning  out  their  visiting  lists  to  the  greatest  possible  extent, 
they  were  obliged  to  traverse  half  the  distance  on  their  own  weary 
feet.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  the  interest  thus  aroused  in 
veterinary  science  will  not  be  allowed  to  die  out,  and  your  com- 
mittee would  suggest  as  a  practical  means  of  diffusing  a  more 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the  horse  in  health  and 
disease,  of  diminishing  avoidable  sickness  in  the  stables  of  our  city, 
and  preventing  its  introduction  from  abroad,  the  creation,  by  the 
proper  authorities,  of  the  office  of  "  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the 
City  and  Port  of  Philadelphia,"  with  the  powers  and  responsibilities 
usually  attaching  to  such  office  in  the  larger  cities  of  Qreat  Britain 
and  the  continent  of  Europe. 

BENJAMIN  LEE,  M.D., 

Chairman  of  Committee* 
GEORGE  HAMILTON,  ^ 
WM.  B.  ATKINSON, 
J.  SOLIS  COHEN. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PHILADELPHIA    COUNTY    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 


209 


9  >k 

2      = 


e^ 


s  i 

2.-S 

•  ©  o 

*  2  S 


s 

o 

c 
c 

H 


O    OS     . 


c  •  • 

«  wo 

JO  <   ."tJ 

V9  1-^ 


^3 

d 


i 

D 

> 

1 

1 

8 

•/iqinoH 

.000»ttO>COC<10COCOOOi-jO 

•  c4coi-<ooio»co"^coc4ao»«j 
Ato  cocoio-^oco^icocoioco 

-^000^64 

CO  lA  CO  CO 

CO 

CO 

K  dC 

00<OtA-^^COCOt^i-t<Oi-tt^ 

^co  cocoioio?ococor*50?oco 

s 

COOO  »ft  CO 
CO  lO  CO  CO 

s 

HdZ 

O'^t'-eilQOQOOOCOCOCO'^OQO 

^la  koiococo'^oioioiataio 

lA 

t^eOr-l(M 

CO 

to 

•H-7I 

dr»oor»or»r»oc<iiooo"^o 

j^'^O  «0<0«0iOC0t^|>t^C0C0t^ 

s 

<»f^  O  Oi 
CO  CO  It-  CO 

I:- 

•ranamiiH 

j£^(N  C^SilSSScoScoSS 

a- 

ss&s 

'tnaniizvjt 

cJOCii-»N00»«O00»OC0t^»O 
^Oi  OOOi<3aOO<»OSQOOiO>00<» 

(N  C<l  lA  lO 

0»  O)  A  A 

e3 

5 

i 
1 

JM 
• 

1 

•XlVnoH 

^i-It^dooco^i-Jcicocood 

CO 
r-l 

'^JtCOpHlft 

00 

•KJ6 

OiOQ0O0>i-«i-«0»CliOr-lt^C0 
j£^iO  CO'^COO'^CO'^'^iOCOO 

5 

65  47 

66  43 
60      40 

67  44 

CO 

HdZ 

O^Ot^i-IOOO>^t*CO«Or-ICO 

•H 
CO 

•W7i 

©lO'^iOOOQOi-lCOeOCOCO 

g 

lOCOt^CO 
lO  O  Tf  lO 

§ 

O 

3 

'P0J0A03  f 

|S222?3S§2aa2S 

is 

o>oor*i-i 

lO  lO  lO  CO 

1.- 

5 

•pOJOAOO 
880[  JO  f 

>»i-»  '*COC^O>C^OCOCOfti-»CO 
rt  fH  rH  1-1  i-l          rH  fH  fH  iH          i-^ 

a© 
S2 

00  CO  CO  CO 

1 

'J 
i 

'^ntioiav 

SoC<lG00iQ0C000C0Or»»O«0 

^«coo>cq»o»ooiTfiaO'^o 

oi-ii^coc4c^coo>Q6coocoeo 

8 

•3§ 

"^  CO  o  o 

§3 

9/«p ;o  OK 

CO 

^lO  ^OCOOOOOCtO-^Oit^O© 

«8               rl               i-t  fH  r-l               1-^  1-^ 

S  ft 

«l-l 

§§^s 

"3 

9 

B 

o 
S 
« 

S 
1 

•^iqinoH 

^   S  ooSSeo  SS  o  S«oco  00 
(Nco-Tticoi^oi-iOaoieoi^oa 

C0C0C0»O5Ot^00t*«O»O^« 

1 

59.59    64.37    64.86 

36.40    33.16  ;  33.04 
67.97    61.32    61.94 
83.83    77.42    78.61 
61.03    66.40    66.86 

59.75    53.47    54.43 

1            1 

•HJ6 

cowOT»ocot-aor»«oio^« 

HJi; 

OO^fHOOC^Ii-I^COOC'lOO'^ 
^     ^C<l<30iAO'^a^rHO)£^Tft^ 

cocococot^ooooSr^co'^co 

KTi 

o 

CO 

OOCl  0»(M 
O  O  »0  1-1 

d 
to 

Oi-^iftt^OiOONOOt^M-^CO 

o    »«  0«  t>-»ft  OfH  ODoOTf  00  :o 

iftCOCOO-^-^COC^-^iO-^f© 

to 

COiO  co»o 

•axamiaiK 

rt    00  fH  CO  « 'f  CO  t^  Oi  Tf  ^  00  «o 

o        i-l      eo-^ocooiocori 

a 

coco  CC  00 

It 

•raninpraH 

O    O -^  ^  lO  rH  rf  00  ©«  CO  r*  r- 0> 

»o  »o  CO  OO  OS  oi  Oi  Ci  Oi  r*  «o '^ 

a* 

•^rH  OOCO 

la  O)  Ci  o> 

ii 

OO 

f-l 

00* 

g 

as 

January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

1|. 

<5 

Winter, 
Spring, 
Summer, 
Autumn, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


210 


REPORT    OF    THE 


^     4 


c 
S 


^        r 


I 


< 


i 

0 

2 

t 

e 
•o 
S 

a 

£ 
S 

i 

m    ' 

O 

1 

•^iqjnoH 

eRtoC0<X00C10di-ir*00OC0C0 
©OSCO-^t^OOiOCOtoCOrHOO 

,::o:aiCdOdO»aoa:)0»aiOOO 

o 

29.995 
29.943 
29.922 
30.008 

s 
i 

'Hd6 

.ccsosoaoiooooooojosooo 

to 

CO 

29.988 
29.938 
29.917 
30.006 

00 

R'dZ 

eOCOCOOiOOClOlOOiOi-IOitoCO 
iOOrHOOt^OOOO-^COOOOCO 

.£3adadOdO>acQDooadOdC'0>o 

oo 

29.980 
29.913 
29.905 
29.986 

o 

WVI 

CO 
Oi 

t*0O»O<M 
rH  t^Tf  CO 

O  OiOi  O 

© 

T-l 

-g^ooocqcoTfoosaoSoo 

CO  t^  CO  CO 

CO 

*ninniiii{]f 

«f-toq»or*ocoo»ftcooNoo 

20SCOi«COCOCOCOOi«DC^TfO» 
.CiOTfCOOCO-^COiOCOiOiO"^ 

••2 

29.462 
29.355 
29.466 
29.520 

.  00 

•mnoxpcvH 

WC<ieOrHCO»AO>iOCOa5i-ICOOO 
2i«i-lC<lC<ICOaOCCCOC<lCOC^O> 
.g'^iOTl1C0<Ni-;r-C^N'<fiO'<f 

mmCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO 

si 

30.533 
30.421 
30.233 
30.523 

.  o 

1 

•0001^1 
main  ;o  'oji 

gc^i-»<Mco:ot^cococoiococo 

ScONO^OJNCOCOCOCflCOCO 
PCOWCOC^COCqC^C^r-trHCOOO 

240 
242 
249  ' 
266  1 

2 

1-1 

II 

direction  from 
N.  69°  50'  W. 
N.  37    34  W. 
N.  50      3   W. 
S.  78    57   W. 
8.  49    16  W. 
S.  83    29    W. 
8.  68    12  W. 
8.  68      8  vW. 
N.  69    26  W. 
N.  67    10   W. 
N.  73    37  W. 
N.  79    37   W. 

!2; 

N.  60°    V  W. 
8.  85    59   W. 
8.  69      0   W. 
N.  71    34  W. 

o 

1 

1 

•/iq^uow 

_§ooico,-(^^Ttt3^o>oooco 

-ScqC^CIi-iCOfMCO^OOOt^fH 
grHi^i-»C<IC0»O?OCO'^C0i-»f-i 

i 

rt  «  »  « 

CO 

•^ 

•Hd6 

Or-11-JrHNcOiOCOCOOCOrHrH 

1 

i-jW  COCO 

1 

'K'dZ 

|5S8S22SSf2ggS 

gi-lrHr-lrHCO»OCOCOTfCOiHrH 

CO 

OQCq  rH  CO 
01i-«  OrH 
i-lCl  CO  CO 

to 

.^                           .    ' 

'K'Tl 

l5S22Sgi§SgSS§ 

§i-ii-JrHNCO»OCOCOTfClf-;i-J 

1-1 

CO 

rHOOOdCO 

§3 

00 

•rannnniH 

OOOOOOr-lCOC^r-ir^a© 

a    •    •    *    •    »    » • 

is 

§§ss 

is 
a® 

'ainniiz«K 

Sc^lOuaooioeot^corHCOi-iQ 
-at>.»oc^Tfi-ii-»c<iot*"^'rf^ 

©(NC^CqiOCDOOOaOSOOCO-^C^ 

a 

a  • 

C^CC>0>  00 

si 

8^4 

oo 

fH 

o 

January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

OD 

Winter, 
Spring, 
Summer, 
Autumn, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PHILADELPHIA   COUNTY    MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 


211 


iH  c^  ^  CI  i-l  i-l 


to 

s 


^©«i-1CqrHrHCq«MNC^eqpHC<li-l«p^ 


:j3  ^K 

I*  »  »Q  »rt  * 


TS  TS        Its  "d        TS  73 

H  S3  MS-  g  a. 

gee"    ©S"    SS^ 


o>(M  o>  r* d  a> C4  cq.c<i 


«  pua. 

e 

5:  Oi-ir 


55555a 


*C?t- 


ISgJ^SSJ 


5    5     ee  oQ  ^  O    t« 
73  tJ  '^  _i    » 

-  -  H  a  a  s  « 

5    5     ®   5   «     „ 

0  2  0  j3  2: 

-     -     -     2     -     i'=^ 
5    -    -    5    •     «o' 


2=   5 


^»«»«»»*^ 


^  ^ 


N    «5 

d  0 

COtJ*  CO  ^  CO  CO 

' »  s 

J    05    3    S 

ffi   ^ 

^   9 

S^  5- 

I 


bo' 


-^^a^Q^G^  «,^ 


coco-^rc^icoioioiois: 


5    5    =     ^P 


>  CO  CO  CO  i-i  53,  P  g 


555^5 


*  "-"^  ^^  "^  N  C9  Cq  N  r^r^^r^Q^i 


o 
rt  p 

o 

c6    P 


P 

4 


I    ;i;    phc4  p^ 

2»-» 


I 


a 


s  ^  P  9 


08 


I 


Is.    a 


•    00    09    00    CO  rH 
^  ^  >»  t»^  ►»  - 

c8  *  oj   *   08   g 
"  •«  *©  h3  n3 

•-•  O  CO  <N  C^  2-t 


bb5*tf*>^ 

08   08   w   *   e8 

^O  »0  *©  TS  73 

CO  O  O  iH  ^ 

giiiii  111  II II II II II 2 


§^ 


.  P 

08 


Iss  •  -a 

1 10  CO     .     .-^ 
t^-'^^S       CO" 

3  t^  0  ^     -CO 
g,rH  r-l  «0      ,  ^ 

§  kcToo*^      r-T 

O  -^     *_r    •  O 
Jgi-ICOCO         ,H 

6    ^   ..  •. 
»«:•>..  »o    *. 


p 
08 

4>  5 

a 


P 
08 


-a  -^ 


*^*    -    Prt 

C3    (4    O   ®   S 
t(   «  08  o   o 

4PMa;z;p 


_  o 

."is  .  2 
o2^    B 

S'^  CO         ^ 

©-S 


^sc: 


b 

t*  ^    00 

00    00    ®  . 

rH    X2  ^ 

.  CO  .5  '^  o  2 

d    h  "So  5 

V          ©  o 

5  —  ^  ij 

V;    Is  C  ^ 

2  S  S^ 

O  O  >i 

o    o  Ts 


©    09 

tc^  p 


©         © 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


212 


REPORT   OF   THE 


METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE,  No.  3. 

Summer  Temperature, 

Meao  temperature  for  tbe  snmmer  moDths  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Jane. 

Jnlj. 

Aagast. 

Sommer. 

0 

O 

O 

O 

1861 

78.60 

74.18 

1852 

'72!87 

78.04 

74.11 

75.03" 

1853 

76.29 

76.60 

76.71 

75.86 

1864 

73.28 

80.30 

76.66 

76.74 

1855 

71.87 

79.71 

76.02 

75.63 

1856 

77.22 

80.06 

72.16 

76.48 

1857 

71.20 

77.26 

75.26 

74.57 

1858 

77.54 

79.22 

74.96 

77.24 

1&59 

70.85 
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1860 
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74.68 

1661 
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METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE,  No.  4.~Elbctrical  Distubbancbs. 
A.    Thunder  Storms  observed  at  Philadelphia^  Pa. 
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B.    Auroras  observed  at  Philadelphia,  Pa, 
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REPORT    OF    THE 


MORTUARY  TABLE,  No.  1. 
Record  of  Causes  of  Death  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  from  Jan.  1, 1872,  to 

Jan.  1,  1873. 


DISEASES. 


Fbybrs  or  Zymotic  DuBAsst— 

(Total,  4247). 
Ferer,  typhoid 

"       typhus 

"       spotted   ( eerebro-«pi- 
nal  meningitis).... 

"        relapsing 

"       nervoos 

"       paerperal 

"       malarial 

"       scarlet 

*'       errsipelatoas 

VarioU 

Rubeola 

Pertassis 

Membranoas  oroap 

Diphtheria. 

X^holera  (sporadic) 

Syphilis 

Hydrophobia 


DI8BA8B8    OP    THB    LUHOB    AVI) 

A1R-PI88AOB8  -(Total,  4046). 

Phthisis  palmonalis 

Pneumonia 

Congestion  of  lungs 

Bronchitis 

Pleurisy 

(Edema  of  Larynx 

Emphysema 

Laryingitis 

Laryngismus  stridulus. . . 

Phthisis,  (laryngeal) 

Empyema 

Hydrothorax 

Asthma 

Hemorrhage  from  lungs. . 
Asphyxia  neonatorum.... 

(Edema  of  lungs 

Diseases    (not   specified)   of 
lungs 


DI8BA8B8  OP  THB  NbRVOUB  StS- 

TEM— (Total,  2976). 

Apoplexy 

Congestion  of  brain 

Meniugitis    (Including    effu< 

sion) 

Myelitis 

Softening  of  brain 

Paralysis 

Hydrocephalus 

Eula  rgement  of  brain ....... 

Tuberculosis  of  br&ln 

Diseases    (not   specified)  of 

brain  

Convulsions « 

"  paerperal 

•'  Infantile 

Epilepsy 

Tetanus 

Sanstroke  and  thermic  fever 

Alcoholism 

Chorea  Sanctl  Viti 

Singultus 

Nostalgia , 

Neuralgia 
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36 

95 

42 
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63 

67 

148 

66 
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1167 

676 

121 

86 
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6 

26 

2 

1 

1 

13 
12 
33 
27 
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167 


299 
3 

67 
120 

91 


61 
64 

349 
16 
23 

104 
64 


168 
20 

61 

1 

2 

22 

30 

89 

39 

1064 

80 

96 

148 

84 


1163 

488 

108 

108 
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21 


3 
3 
1 
44 


129 


33 


246 


123 
10 


2 
24 

169 
39 
1621 
141 
163 
296 
140 


88  202  909 

267  611  662 

65  102  127 

69  65  129 

2  11  2 


12 
294 

441 
4 
2 
7 

160 


68 
80 
5 
638 
9 
23 
10 


369 

13 

223 

127 

19 

36 

1 

23 

6 

ia3 

120 

11 

1 

,. 

1 

2 

2 

22 

2 

12 

7 

66 

2 

41 

18 

174 

3 

167 

5 

81 

2 

61 

15 

2685 

170 

2177 

374 

34 

143 

136 

3 

163 

162 

296 

293 

3 

150 

140 

8 

16 

6 

8 

10 

6 

2 

1 

•• 

1 

•• 

•• 

2330 

171 

1450 

734 

146 

1063 

68 

781 

242 

40 

229 

11 

172 

52 

5 

194 

20 

162 

36 

« 

13 

4 

7 

2 
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.. 

1 

.. 

6 

1 

5 

42 

38 

4 

.. 

6 

,. 

6 

,. 
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,. 
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.. 
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.. 

i 

34 

6 

25 

9 

22 

8 

13 

i 

47 

6 

25 

21 

1 

44 

1 

44 

6 

.. 

6 

•• 

8 

•• 

6 

3 

276 

15 

146 

110 

so 

467 

11 

374 

85 

8 

660 

16 

490 

48 

U 

9 

,, 

7 

2 

90 

2 

48 

29 

is 

266 

12 

160 

78 

18 

167 

4 

160 

4 

3 

99 

2 

81 

12 

6 

114 

6 

91 
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5 

29 

19 

9 

1 

638 

30 

638 

.. 

36 

1 

23 

7 

5 

32 
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2S 

3 

1 

137 

2 

21 

100 
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39 
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MORTUARY  TABLE,  No.  I. -^ Continued. 


DISEASES. 


I>XSBABB8  OP    THB    OrOAMS  AND 
FROCBSSBS  op  NUTRITIOir — 

(Total,  4407). 

Dentition 

Stomatitis 

Pharyngitis 

Tonsilitii 

Diseases   (not   speoifled)  of 

throat 

Stricture  of  oosophajnis 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery 

Cholera  infantum 

Cholera  morbas 

Dyspepsia 

Constipation 

Ileus 

Ulceration    of  stomach  and 

bowels 

Congestion  and  Inflammation 

of  stomach  and  bowels. . . . 
Hemorrhage    from    stomach 

and  bowels 

Perforation  of  bowels 

Obstruction  of  bowels 

Diseases   (not   specified)   of 

stomach  and  bowels 

Inflammation  and  congestion 

of  liver 

Fatty  degeneration  of  liver. . 

Taberculosis  of  liver 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Enlargement  of  liver 

DisesHes    (not  specified)    of 

liver 

Diseases  of  spleen 

Icterus 

Verminous  infestation 

Peritonitis 

Dropsy  (not  distinguished).. 

Ascites 

Hernia 

Tuberculosis  of  bowels 

Intussusception  of  bowels... 

Stricture  of  bowels 

"       of  rectum 

Tuberculosis  of  mesentery. . . 

Scrofala. . . . . ^ 

Cancer 

Inherited  syphilis 

Tumors  (not  specified  ). . . 


DlBRASBS  OP  TRB   ClRCULATORT 
StSTBM  AMD  OP  THB  BlOOD— 

(Total,  1032). 
laflammatton  of  the  heart  . 

*'     «     "        pericardium 
Enkrgement  of  the  heart. . 
Fatty   degeneration    of   the 

heart 

Neuralgia  of  the  heart.... 

Syncope,  heart-clot 

Rapture  of  heart 

OMiflcatlon  of  heart 

Cyanosis 

Diseases    (not   specified)  of 

heart 

Aneurism 

**        of  the  aorta.... 
Anemia 


2 

1 
105 
35 

898 

57 

S 

1 


149 

17 
2 

7 


1 

17 
1 

43 
110 

17 
9 

11 

4 

1 

1 

395 

26 

109 

7 

7 


27 
23 

1 

12 
7 
6 

3 

52 

271 

i 

8 


10 


898'  7681221 


20 


12 


27 


S       3 


363    511 
12|     11 

5      12 
1        1 


27 


13 


42 
1 
2 
2 

4 

170 

6 

'i 

8 

9 


4 
6 
1 
1 
741 

30 
4 

12 
1 


70 


i 
1 

Nativity. 

. 

1 

_ 

0 

2 

1 

11 

3 

12 

1 

6 

•• 

6 

.. 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

6 

130 

42 

9 

45 

28 

1666 

58 

1663 

3 

125 

3 

63 

57 

5 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

6 

•• 

4 

1 

31 

1 

27 

^ 

324 

13 

248 

72 

27 

1 

18 

8 

2 

2 

14 

12 

2 

11 

9 

2 

51 

2 

29 

22 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

56 

23 

27 

7 

1 

6 

45 

24 

20 

2 

2 

36 

80 

5 

1 

1 

137 

88 

44 

242 

138 

98 

32 

12 

20 

20 

11 

8 

23 

15 

7 

9 

6 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

i 

779 

748 

28 

46 

43 

3 

317 

160 

134 

12 

12 

32 

19 

9 

54 

4 

SO 

22 

2 

49 

4 

28 

17 

4 

2 

•• 

1 

1 

82 

14 

6 

2 

-  15 

9 

5 

1 

15 

,, 

9 

5 

1 

1 

.. 

1 

3 

2 

1 

70 

2 

69 

.. 

1 

566 

43 

844 

181 

41 

1 

1 

, , 

8 

*  2 

6 

1 

1 

23 

1 

19 

4 

•• 
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REPORT    OF    THE 
MORTUARY  TABLE,  No.  l.^Concluded, 


Note, — These  tables  have  been  collated  and  reduced  to  a  pathological  basis 
from  the  original  alphabetical  tables  of  Mr.  Registrar  Chambers,  whose  coortesj 
the  committee  desire  here  to  acknowledge. 
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ANALYSIS  OP  BILLS  OP  MOBTALITY,  1872. 


Total  number  of  deaths  reported 

"  "  "  "    of  white  persons . 

"         "         "         "         colored  persons 


males 
females 

adults 
children 


20,544 


19,478 
1,066 

10,974 
9,570 

9,500 
11,044 


20,544 


20,544 


20,544 


from  reoognized  diseases 
still-births        .... 
old  age    ..... 
violence  and  accident 
unknown  or  nnclassifiable  causes 


20,544 


Deduct  still-births    .... 
Deduct  persons  brought  from  country 


834 
723 


Net  deaths  in  city  for  year  ending  December  31, 1872 


1,557 
18,987 
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AUGUSTINE  fl.  FISH,  M.  D.,  1828—72. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  the  youngest  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Maria  Fish,  born  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  in  the  year  1828. 
He  received  his  early  education  in  the  classical  school  at  Lawrence- 
ville,  N.  J.  He  entered  the  sophomore  class  at  Princeton  College 
in  1845,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1848,  and  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  same  year  he  matriculated  at  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Wood  being  his  preceptor. 

He  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  the  spring  of 
1851.  The  subject  of  his  thesis  was  "Delirium  Tremens."  He 
subsequently  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  the  Philadelphia  Hospital. 

In  1854  he  married  Sarah  P.,  second  daughter  of  the  late  Rev. 
Dr.  Cheeseman ;  and  in  the  same  year  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  this  city,  at  which  he  continued  until  his  death, 
which  took  place  on  the  3d  of  August,  18T2,  of  acute  phthisis 
pulmonalis. 

Dr.  Fish  was  devotedly  attached  to,  and  unusually  zealous  in  his 
professional  calling,  sacrificing  means,  health,  and  comfort  in  its 
pursuit.  In  his  earlier  professional  life  he  spent  much  of  his  time 
in  the  arduous  work  of  a  district  of  the  Philadelphia  Dispensary, 
and  for  long  periods  at  a  time  he  had  charge  of  two  districts. 
Those  who  knew  his  faithfulness  to  the  poor,  can  easily  compre- 
hend the  amount  of  laboc  thus  performed  by  him.  Scarcely  a  year 
passed  thus  early  in  his  professional  life,  in  the  which  he  did  not 
make,  on  the  average,  fifteen  visits  per  day  to  his  patients  (almost 
six  thousand  visits  per  year). 

In  addition  to  this  work  of  love,  he  was,  for  ten  years,  a  member 
of  the  Medical  Board  of  Charity  Hospital.  His  colleagues  can 
testify  to  his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  that  institution.  He  was 
also,  for  a  number  of  years,  one  of  the  physicians  to  the  Howard 
Institution. 

During  a  period  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  he  served  as  an  act- 
ing assistant  surgeon  in  the  Satterlee  XT.  S.  General  Hospital.  But 
it  was  especially  in  the  Medical  Associajbions  that  he  displayed  his 
most  remarkable  energies — performing  at  times  a  giant's  work. 

Early  in  his  professional  career  he  became  a  member  of  this 
Society,  feeling,  as  he  often  expressed  it  to  the  writer,  an  earnest 
desire  to  "  show  where  he  stood."  High-toned  and  honorable,  he 
was  anxious  to  be  associated  with  such  in  the  profession — an  ex- 
ample worthy  of  imitation  by  the  younger  members  of  our  calling. 

He  was  soon  elected  assistant  secretary,  and  twice  re-elected  to 
the  same  ofiSce.  He  was  also  one  of  the  Board  of  Censors,  in  which 
capacity  we  all  know  how  he  labored  to  maintain  the  honor  of  the 
membership  of  this  Society.  In  18*71  he  was  elected  one  of  it& 
vice-presidents. 

The  Society  almost  invariably  selected  him  as  one  of  its  dele- 
gates to  the  National  *and  State  Medical  Associations.  In  the 
latter  he  took  particular  interest,  and  it  rewarded  him  by  electing 
him  to  the  honorable  and  responsible  position  of  treasurer;  in  this 
capacity  he  became  a  member  of  the  ^^  Committee  of  Publication.'' 
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The  beautiful  and  complete  set  of  its  Transactions,  which  the 
Association  now  holds  as  its  printed  records,  is  partially  the  result 
of  his  labor. 

He  was  a  fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  a  member 
of  the  Pathological  and  Obstetrical  Societies  of  this  city.  From 
the  magnificent  library  of  the  first,  he  drank  often  and  deeply  of 
its  richest  store.  He  was  one  of  the  originators,  and  the  organ- 
izer of  the  "Medical  Periodical  Club  of  Philadelphia,"  the  first 
Medical  Journal  Association  in  this  city,  which,  by  his  indefatiga- 
ble energy,  became  a  successful  pioneer  in  a  work  of  usefulness 
scarcely  equalled.  Of  his  professional  and  literary  attainments 
much  might  be  said.  With  the  literature  of  his  profession  he  was 
unusually  familiar.  His  library  bore  witness  to  his  interest  in  its 
early  history.  Notwithstanding  his  almost  incessant  professional 
labors,  he  often  found  time  to  yield  to  his  literary  tastes,  and  it 
was  with  expressions  of  thankfulness  that  he  referred  to  his  early 
training  in  the  classics.  Dr.  Fish  took  great  interest  in  every 
branch  of  his  profession.  His  very  extended  experience  and  close- 
ness of  observation  made  him  a  reliable  authority,  of  whom  no 
fellow  worker  ever  asked  counsel  in  vain.  Circumstances,  rather 
than  choice,  appear  to  have  drawn  his  special  attention  to  obstetrics, 
in  which  specialty  he  was  most  thoroughly  conversant.  The  year 
pre\aous  to  his  decease,  he  delivered  over  one  hundred  and  sixty 
women.  It  is  thought,  by  his  medical  advisers,  that  the  exposure 
and  loss  of  rest,  consequent  on  the  pursuit  of  this  branch,  was  the 
cause  of  his  premature  death. 

As  a  physician,  be  was  proficient  and  faithfuL  As  a  man,  high- 
toned  and  honorable.    As  a  friend  devoted. 

During  his  brief  illness  he  made  a  profession  of  faith  in  Christ 
by  baptism ;  and,  to  the  great  comfort  of  his  relatives  and  friends, 
his  after  testimony  proved  a  thorough  change  of  heart.  With  child- 
like faith  he  believed  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  his  Saviour.  In 
this  faith  his  spirit  lefb  its  mortal  tenement,  whilst  listening  to  the 
Psalmist's  song, 

"  Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death, 
I  will  fear  no  evil:  for  Thou  art  with  me;  Thy  rod  and  Thy  staff 
they  comfort  me." 

HORACE  Y.  EVANS,  M.  D. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHUYLKILL  CODNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  past  year  in  my  field  of  practice  has  been  one  of  unusual 
health,  and  consequently  I  have  but  little  that  is  new  or  that  would 
be  interesting  to  communicate. 

In  the  months  of  January,  February,  and  March,  which  were  very 
cold,  but  at  the  same  time  very  dry,  there  was  much  less  than  the 
usual  amount  of  pleurisy,  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  and  inflammatory 
rheumatism  (with  its  very  frequent  accompaniments),  endo-  and 
peri-carditis. 

The  first  three  diseases  named,  as  a  general  rule,  yielded  readily  to 
the  usual  remedies  laid  down  in  all  the  recent  works  in  the  practice 
of  medicine.  Even  rheumatic  fever,  that  heretofore  most  intract- 
able of  all  diseases,  and  one  which  our  predecessors  thought  might 
be  safely  trusted  to  patience  and  flannel,  has  yielded  very  readily  to 
the  plan  of  eliminating  the  poison  by  the  vapor  baths,  and  opiates  at 
bed-time,  and  alteratives  of  the  alkaline  class,  and  free  purging 
through  the  day,  and  thus  we  relieve  the  patient  of  a  very  painful 
malady  in  a  very  few  days  which,  under  the  old  plan,  would  have 
required  as  many  weeks,  and  then  more  than  likely  have  left  some 
organic  disease  of  the  heart  or  its  valves  behind. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  months,  which  were  very  hot  and 
dry  (as  we  did  not  have  sufiScient  rain  to  soak  the  ground  in  this 
locality  from  the  first  of  January,  1871,  to  the  last  of  October,  18*72), 
there  was  much  less  than  the  usual  amount  of  diarrhoea  and  dysen- 
tery prevailing.  They  yielded  readily  to  the  saline  treatment  com- 
bined with  opiates. 

In  the  month  of  June  I  had  rather  a  peculiar  case  of  congestion 
of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  which  I  think  is  deserving  of  more  than 

a  passing  notice :  Isaac  B ,  a  young  man,  twenty-three  years  of 

age,  a  clerk  in  his  father's  store,  on  the  30th  day  of  May  assisted  in 
unloading  a  ton  of  loose  hay  into  the  stable  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day,  by  which  exertion  he  became  over-heated,  and  perspired  very 
freely ;  after  unloading  the  hay,  and  while  still  very  hot,  he  went 
into  the  cellar,  which  was  cool  and  very  damp,  and  busied  himself,  in 
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arranging  the  barrels  and  boxes,  for  an  hour,  and  then  came  up  into 
the  yard  to  the  hydrant,  and  stripped  the  upper  part  of  his  body 
to  the  skin,  and  washed  freely  all  over  with  cold  water,  and  then 
stooped  down  and  placed  his  head  in  such  a  position  as  to  receive 
the  stream  of  cold  water  immediately  over  the  spinal  cord  at  the 
base  of  the  brain.  He  next  proceeded  to  his  room  and  dried  hina- 
self,  and  dressed  in  warm  dry  clothing.  He  had  but  little  appetite 
for  his  dinner,  and  during  the  course  of  the  afternoon  he  complained 
of  a  sense  of  weariness  with  chilliness,  on  the  slightest  movement  of 
his  body,  attended  with  flushes  of  heat.  Toward  evening  he  became 
thirsty,  and  complained  of  a  dull  pain  at  the  base  of  the  brain  and 
upper  part  of  the  spinal  column,  and  general  soreness  of  the  mus- 
cles and  surface  of  the  body,  particularly  when  touched  lightly. 
During  the  night  his  symptoms  continued  to  grow  worse,  and  he 
had  a  good  deal  of  heat  of  the  surface  accompanied  with  thirst  and 
a  desire  for  cold  drinks.  The  next  day  diarrhoea  set  in,  and  con- 
tinued up  to  the  time  I  saw  him.  His  friends  made  use  of  some 
domestic  remedies  during  the  day  and  night  following,  and  on  the 
third  day  I  was  called  in  and  found  him  in  a  state  of  partial  stupor 
from  which  he  could  easily  be  aroused  and  would  answer  you  a  sin- 
gle question  correctly,  and  then  relapse  into  an  uneasy  sleep  accom- 
panied with  low  muttering  delirium.  His  skin  over  his  face  and 
head  was  flushed  and  hot,  while  his  extremities  were  cold,  purple, 
and  puffy,  with  the  capillary  circulation  very  weak.  If  you  com- 
pressed his  extremities  with  your  fingers,  and  thus  forced  the  blood 
out  of  the  capillaries,  making  a  white  line  for  each  finger,  they  would 
remain  for  a  long  time  before  the  blood  returned.  His  respiration 
was  rapid  and  shallow.  His  pulse  was  over  140  beats  a  minute,  and 
very  easily  compressed.  His  tongue  was  very  much  coated,  and 
dry  and  red  around  the  edges,  with  a  good  deal  of  dryness  of  mouth 
and  throat.  The  discharges  from  his  bowels  were  very  frequent, 
and  passed  involuntarily.  Nearly  all  the  voluntary  muscles  of  his 
body  were  in  a  state  of  partial  rigidity,  especially  those  attached  to 
the  lower  jaw,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  his  mouth  could  be 
opened,  and  the  act  of  deglutition  was  accompanied  with  a  great 
deal  of  pain.  If  you  attempted  to  raise  him  up  it  was  like  up-end- 
ing a  stick  of  wood,  as  there  seemed  to  be  no  joints  in  his  spinal 
column.  I  diagnosed  more  or  less  congestion  of  all  the  internal 
organs  of  the  body,  particularly  the  upper  part  of  the  spine  and 
base  of  the  brain.  I  immediately  ordered  a  vapor-bath,  and  then 
to  have  him  placed  between  blankets,  and  surrounded  with  bottles  of 
warm  water.  His  extremities  to  be  frequently  rubbed' with  a  strong 
decoction  of  Cayenne  pepper  and  whiskey,  very  hot,  with  a  very 
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Strong  turpentine  and  chloroform  liniment  to  the  spine.  Frictions 
to  be  kept  up  as  much  as  possible  without  interfering  too  much 
with  his  rest.  Internally,  he  was  given  brandy  and  water,  and 
brandy  and  cream,  in  large  quantities,  at  least  half  a  pint  of 
brandy  in  the  twenty-four  hours ;  beef-tea  also  was  given  freely  with 
such  other  things  as  were  calculated  to  nourish  him.  For  the  first 
twenty-four  hours  he  was  given  the  alkalies  with  mass  hydrarg.,  qui- 
nine, and  opium  to  correct  the  secretions,  and  keep  the  diarrhoea  in 
bounds.  The  vapor-bath  had  a  very  good  effect  on  bringing  on  pro- 
fuse perspiration,  and  thus  relaxing  the  muscles,  thereby  enabling 
him  to  take  nourishment  and  medicine  with  less  annoyance  and 
difficulty.  In  the  morning  his  symptoms  being  slightly  better,  I 
had  him  cupped  over  the  upper  part  of  the  spine,  and  took  consider- 
able blood  with  increased  relief.  Having  passed  no  water  since  I 
first  saw  him,  and  for  a  considerable  time  before,  and  as  he  kept 
placing  his  hands  over  the  region  of  the  bladder  as  though  he  had 
pain  there,  I. introduced  the  catheter,  and  drew  off  nearly  a  quart 
of  high  colored  urine,  with  evident  relief.  He  did  not  require  the 
use  of  the  catheter  afterwards. 

In  the  evening  his  symptoms  having  continued  to  improve 
slightly,  and  as  he  had  still  a  very  rapid  weak  pulse,  short,  dry, 
hacking  cou^,  red,  dry  tongue,  continued  diarrhoea,  and  consider- 
able tympanitis,  I  discontinued  the  alkalies,  and  substituted  tur- 
pentine with  carb.  ammonia  combined  with  a  mild  expectorant  and 
diuretic.  I  also  continued  the  pills  containing  sulp.  quin.  gr.  iij, 
mass.  hyd.  gr.  vi,  pulv.  opii  gr.  i,  and  pulv.  ipecac,  gr.  ss,  three  times 
a  day. 

Stimulants  and  nourishment  were  continued  in  increased  or 
lessened  doses,  as  indicated  by  the  symptoms,  for  five  days  before 
the  diarrhoea  subsided,  and  the  extremities  became  warm.  During 
that  entire  time,  night  and  day,  the  frictions  to  his  spine  and  ex- 
tremities were  continued  at  short  intervals.  After  that  time  he  had 
occasional  lucid  intervals,  and  each  day,  under  the  above  treatment, 
all  his  symptoms  gradually  improved,  and  in  four  weeks  convales- 
cence was  fairly  established.  After  his  convalescence,  the  entire 
cuticle  of  his  body  was  shed,  including  his  hair  and  nails.  The  first 
two  weeks  of  his  sickness  are  an  entire  blank  to  him,  he  having  no 
knowledge  of  anything  that  transpired  during  that  time. 

There  has  been  no  prevailing  epidemic  in  this  locality  the  past 
year ;  but  there  have  been  a  few  sporadic  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  and 
measles ;  they  were  generally  of  a  very  mild  type,  and  consequently 
required  but  little  medicine  or  attendance. 

While  nearly  every  part  of  this  county  has  suffered  more  or  less 
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from  smallpox,  Port  Carbon  and  Palo  Alto  have  been  singularly  ex- 
empt, there  having  been  no  case  in  Port  Carbon,  and  but  one  case 
(a  very  severe  one),  and  probably  half  a  dozen  cases  of  varioloid,  in 
Palo  Alto — in  a  population  of  5000  souls.  Both  places  were  con- 
stantly exposed  to  the  contagion  during  its  prevalence  in  Philadel- 
phia, as  many  of  the  long  road  engineers  and  brakesmen  reside  here 
with  their  families,  and  spend  one-half  their  nights  in  Richmond  at 
their  boarding-houses,  where  there  were  cases  of  it  constantly  oc- 
curring. I  can  only  attribute  our  exemption  to  the  thorough  manner 
in  which  vaccination  had  been  performed  for  many  years.  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  vaccination,  properly  performed,  is  a  perfect  pro- 
tection during  life,  and  I  think  it  highly  improper  for  physicians  to 
encourage  the  popular  error  that  the  protective  influence  of  vaccina- 
tion must  be  renewed  every  seven  years  by  revaccination,  as  it  runs 
out  in  that  time,  as  it  lessens  the  confidence  of  the  uneducated 
masses  in  it  as  a  preventive  of  smallpox — indeed,  the  large  majority 
of  our  foreign  population,  particularly  the  Irish^  prefer  to  run  the 
risk  of  inoculation  with  the  smallpox  to  being  vaccinated,  as  they 
have  but  little  confidence  in  it.  In  the  early  days  of  m}^  professional 
career  here,  I  was  often  solicited  to  inoculate  them,  particularly  if 
the  smallpox  was  anywhere  in  the  neighborhood,  and  I  could  only 
get  rid  of  their  importunities  by  assuring  them  that  it  was  contrary 
t^o  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  point  to  the  fact  that  I  had  never  been 
anything  but  vaccinated  when  I  was  a  babe,  and  that  I  was  always 
in  the  habit  of  attending  the  worst  cases  of  smallpox  with  impunity. 
The  incredulous  on  the  one  hand  and  the  very  credulous  on  the 
other  would  often  reply :  "  Oh,  yes  I  you  doctors  carry  something 
along  that  prevents  you  from  taking  it  I''  The  man  whose  horizon 
in  this  world  is  bounded  by  gold^  and  who,  for  its  sake,  would 
destroy  the  confidence  of  the  masses  in  vaccination,  should  have  no 
niche  in  the  temple  of  our  noble  profession,  and  the  sooner  he 
seeks  one  more  congenial  to  his  grovelling  nature  the  better  will  it 
be  for  suflTering  humanity  in  his  vicinity.  I  am  aware  that  in  a 
few  exceptional  cases  one  vaccination  may  not  be  suflScient  to  ex- 
haust the  susceptibility  to  the  influence  of  the  smallpox  poison,  as 
is  evidenced  in  cases  of  varioloid,  and  in  the  difiTerence  in  the 
severity  of  the  symptoms  in  the  same  family  who  have  undergone 
precisely  the  same  protective  process  (and,  certainly  we  should 
expect  just  such  a  result,  when  we  know  that  one  very  severe 
attack  of  smallpox  is  not  always  proof  against  a  second  attack) ; 
but  they  are  as  a  drop  of  water  compared  to  the  ocean,  when  they 
are  compared  with  those  who  are  perfectly  protected.  I  think  the 
operation  is  much  too  carelessly  attended  to.    The  little  patient 
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has  the  lymph  inserted  under  the  cuticle  by  the  doctor,  who  receives 
his  dollar,  and  that  is  the  last  he  sees  of  it.  If  it  has  taken  pro- 
perly, and  has  run  its  course  without  any  mishap,  well,  the  little 
patient  is  protected ;  but  if  it  has  been  interfered  with,  the  child 
may  have  a  very  sore  arm,  but  no  protection,  and  thus  when  the 
patient  becomes  exposed  to  the  poison  of  smallpox  he  takes  it,  and 
the  case  is  held  up  as  a  proof  of  the  failure  of  vaccination  to  pro- 
tect. The  physician  should  go  and  vaccinate  his  patient,  and  then 
visit  it  as  often  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  satisfied  that  it  has  taken 
properly,  and  make  his  charge  accordingly.  I  am  aware  that  in 
every  community  there  are  men  so  mean  that  you  could  buy  them 
soul  and  body  for  a  few  pennies,  and  such  a  one  was  developed  in 
this  place  by  the  fear  of  smallpox,  who  went  to  Philadelphia  and 
got  a  scab  of  some  kind,  and  vaccinated  his  own  family,  and  all  of 
his  stingy  relatives,  to  get  rid  of  paying  a  physician  to  have  it 
properly  attended  to — but  such  is  humanity. 

The  case  of  smallpox  spoken  of  above,  occurred  in  a  family  which 
I  have  attended  for  many  years,  in  the  person  of  a  boy,  16  years  of 
age,  whom  I  vaccinated  in  his  infancy  (as  well  as  all  the  rest  of 
the  children,  who  entirely  escaped  the  smallpox),  and  the  cica- 
trices on  his  arm  looked  as  if  it  had  taken  well,  and  should  have 
protected  him,  but  such  did  not  prove  to  be  the  case,  as  he  had 
it  in  the  malignant  and  confluent  form.  His  fever  was  of  a  very 
low  type,  and  was  accompanied  with  pneumonia  of  the  right  side, 
with  quince  juice  expectoration  several  days.  I  was  not  called  till 
the  4th  day,  when  the  pustules  were  just  making  their  appearance. 
The  pulse  was  very  rapid,  tongue  dry  and  red,  low  muttering  de- 
lirium, difficulty  of  breathing,  with  soft  cough,  and  more  or  less 
diarrhcBa.  He  continued  delirious  throughout  a  great  portion  of 
his  illness,  and  he  made  constant  eJQTorts  to  get  out  of  bed  and  go 
away,  as  he  expressed  it,  unless  he  was  kept  quiet  by  opiates. 
Many  of  the  pustules  contained  a  bloody  serum  over  all  the  parts 
of  the  body,  but  particularly  over  the  lower  extremities.  The  treat- 
ment was  the  stimulating  and  supporting  plan,  with  cold  water 
and  ic€f,  ad  libitum — remedies  that  I  have  used  in  all  diseases  for 
the  past  30  years  (whenever  indicated  by  the  patient's  desire  for 
them),  notwithstanding  its  having  been  claimed  by  the  great  cold 
water  and  ice  man.  Doctor  Corson^  of  Conshohocken,  to  be  a  very 
recent  discovery  of  his.  His  convalescence  was  very  protracted  in 
consequence  of  the  formation  of  a  very  large  number  of  abscesses 
over  all  parts  of  his  body.  In  those  parts  of  the  county,  where  the 
disease  prevailed  in  an  epidemic  form,  it  was  unusually  fatal,  which 
I  think  was  owing  to  its  being  complicated  with  cerebro-spinal 
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meningitiB,  particularly  where  they  died  in  the  first  72  hoars.  I 
saw  one  case  in  consultation  in  Mahanoy  City,  in  the  person  of  a 
married  woman,  about  38  years  of  age,  in  the  fourth  day  of  the  dis- 
ease. The  pock  bad  the  appearance  of  blue  spots  under  the  skin, 
and  there  did  not  seem  to  be  sufficient  vitality  in  the  system  to  bring 
them  to  the  surface.  There  was  total  insensibility  with  rigidity  of 
all  the  muscles  of  the  spine,  the  head  drawn  backwards,  and  the 
spinal  column  curved  in  the  same  direction  so  as  to  amount  to 
almost  complete  opisthotonos.  The  insensibility  gradually  deepened 
into  profound  coma,  and  death  ensued  the  next  day.  Another  case 
that  I  saw  there  died  on  the  fifth  day  from  hemorrhage  from  the 
kidneys,  he  passing  as  much  as  half  a  pint  of  blood  or  more  at  a 
time,  until  he  was  completely  exsanguine,  and  he  died  exhausted. 
A  third  one  that  I  attended  myself  was  an  old  patient,  a  married 
woman  of  consumptive  family,  did  pretty  well  until  the  12th  day, 
when  she  died  (exhausted  from  hemorrhage  of  the  uterus. 

In  surgery  I  have  had  less  than  the  usual  amount,  which  was 
owing  to  the  dulness  of  the  coal  trade,  consequently  the  men  were 
less  hurried,  and  took  more  time  to  do  their  work  in.  I  have  found 
for  the  last  twenty  years  a  brisk  coal  trade  increased  the  number 
of  surgical  cases.  I  had  one  case  of  amputation  in  a  man  over  50 
years  of  age,  of  the  right  leg  at  the  place  of  election  below  the  knee, 
and  of  the  toes  of  the  left  foot.  I  treated  him  as  I  have  all  my 
surgical  cases,  at  least  amputations  for  the  past  twenty-nine  years, 
with  stimulants,  tonics,  and  a  good  diet.  He  is  at  this  time  in 
robust  health.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  directions  laid 
down  in  the  books,  but  after  an  experience  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred cases  I  am  satisfied  that  I  am  right,  from  the  fact  that  nearly 
all  my  cases  that  rallied  after  the  operation  terminated  favorably. 

The  Egyptians  were  no  more  unreasonable  when  they  insisted 
upon  the  Israelites  making  brick  without  straw,  than  the  surgeon 
of  the  present  would  be  in  asking  nature  to  repair  the  injury,  and 
make  a  good  stump  without  putting  something  in  the  stomach  to 
do  it  with.  I  am  very  confident  that  the  sulph.  quinia  combined 
with  the  tr.  ferri  chloridi,  given  immediately  after  the  operation, 
and  continued  throughout  the  treatment,  is  a  certain  preventive  of 
erysipelas,  which  every  surgeon,  of  any  experience,  knows  is  the 
cause  of  all  the  troubles  that  follow  amputations.  I  have  quite  a 
number  of  cases  of  fractures  of  the  extremities,  and,  as  a  general 
rule,  I  seldom  apply  a  bandage  in  fractures  of  the  legs  or  thighs, 
until  after  nature  has  carried  her  material  to  the  injured  part  and 
unloaded  it,  or  in  other  words,  has  poured  out  her  lymph,  and  the 
swelling  commences  to  subside.    I  simply  apply  such  dressing  at 
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will  keep  the  limb  steady,  and  prevent  the  fragments  from  moving 
about  until  nature  has  done  the  first  part  of  her  work,  and  then  I 
adjust  the  fragments  properly,  apply  my  bandages  and  splints,  and 
I  have  no  further  trouble,  except  to  see  from  day  to  day  that  the 
dressings  are  kept  as  they  were  put. 

One  great  advantage  resulting  from  this  course,  is  that  your 
patient  remains  free  from  the  pain  produced  by  the  tightening  of 
the  dressings,  in  consequence  of  the  increased  flow  of  blood  to  the 
part,  in  order  to  its  repair,  and  another  is  the  facility  with  which 
you  can  apply  local  remedies,  particularly  where  the  soft  parts  are 
bruised  or  mangled. 

I  had  one  case  of  compound  comminuted  fracture  of  the  leg  below 
the  knee,  commencing  about  two  inches  above  the  ankle  joint,  and 
extending  upwards  about  six  inches.  It  was  caused  by  the  jump- 
ing of  the  car  from  the  rail,  the  brakesman  standing  on  the  bumper 
in  front,  the  wheel  sinking  into  a  hole  beside  the  track,  the  train 
piling  so  as  to  rear  the  car  upon  ends,  thus  bringing  the  bumper 
down  upon  the  rail,  catching  the  limb  between  them,  and  where  it 
was  held  until  he  was  released  by  the  other  hands  upon  the  train.  I 
did  not  see  it  till  six  days  after  the  accident,  and  after  the  attend- 
ing physician  had  decided  to  amputate.  I  placed  the  limb  upon  a 
double  inclined  plane  so  constructed  as  to  permit  the  wound  to  be 
poulticed,  washed,  and  dressed,  without  disturbing  the  fragments. 
Such  medicines  were  given  as  were  indicated  by  symptoms,  as 
opiates  to  relieve  pain,  tonics  to  keep  up  the  strength,  a  good  diet 
to  furnish  material  to  repair  the  injury,  and  local  applications  of  an 
antiseptic  character,  particularly  the  carbolic  acid,  freely,  and  at  the 
end  of  six  months  my  patient  had  a  very  good  limb,  a  little  short 
but  very  useful. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  children,  I  have  had  nothing 
that  I  think  is  new  or  particularly  interesting,  but  I  am  satisfied  that 
since  the  introduction  of  the  bromides  of  potassium  and  sodium  and 
the  lactncarium  into  the  treatment  of  their  diseases,  convulsions, 
which  are  so  likely  to  occur,  are  much  less  frequent  than  they  used  to 
be.  The  practice  among  our  would-be  fashionable  doctors  of  recom- 
mending so  many  mothers  to  wean  their  children,  and  bring  them  up 
on  the  bottle,  or  by  giving  Dr.  Leibig's  compound  food,  or  some  one 
else's,  as  much  superior  to  the  food  the  Great  Creator  has  provided, 
based  upon  the  assertion  that  they  are  too  feeble  to  nurse  them,  is 
fraught  with  fatal  consequences  to  a  very  large  proportion  of  them, 
and  it  ought  to  be  frowned  down  by  every  conscientious  physician. 
I  will  not  say  that  there  may  not  be  oases  where  the  mother  and 
child  would  be  benefited  by  bringing  the  child  up  on  the  bottle, 
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but  they  are  the  rare  exception,  and  not  the  rule,  as  it  has  got  to  be 
among  fashionable  people.  I  am  satisfied,  after  thirty  years'  expe- 
rience, that  there  are  but  few  cases  where  a  woman  is  able  to  carry 
a  child  to  full  time  (except  in  phthisis  pulmonalis),  that  would  not 
be  benefited  by  suckling  it  if  she  will  conform  to  that  mode  of 
life  that  experience  has  shown  is  best  calculated  to  promote  her 
own  health. 

In  the  diseases  of  women,  I  have  had  nothing  out  of  the  usaal 
routine,  if  I  except  two  cases  of  pelvic  cellulitis,  and  one  of 
phlebitis  of  both  lower  extremities,  all  of  which  recovered  after 
a  protracted  illness.  I  may  say  I  had  no  trouble  with  lying-m 
wome  during  the  past  year.  Anaesthetics  I  am  still  disposed 
to  use  only  in  severe,  protracted,  and  instrumental  cases,  as  I 
have  always  believed  that  the  less  the  operations  of  nature  were 
interfered  with  by  meddlesome  practitioners  (who  use  ether  to  save 
time  and  make  money,  and  then  put  it  up  in  sympathy  for  their 
patients),  the  better  it  is  for  both  mother  and  child,  as  I  cannot  be 
made  to  believe  an  all-wise  Ood  made  woman  to  have  children,  and 
provided  unerring  laws  to  bring  them  to  full  time  within  her,  and 
then  stopped  short,  providing  no  laws  to  bHng  them  into  the  world. 
My  experience  also  (I  having  had  near,  if  not  quite,  five  thousand 
cases)  sustains  my  views.  During  the  past  year  I  have  had  163 
cases — males  84,  females  78,  stillborn  6,  twins  7,  premature  7,  in- 
strumental 10,  craniotomy  1. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  W.  BROWN,  M.D., 

Chairmam. 

Dr.  D.  W,  Bland  says : — 

"  During  the  past  year  the  vicinity  of  my  practice  escaped  the  vis- 
itation of  any  epidemic.  In  the  winter  and  early  spring  rubeola  and 
scarlatina  prevailed  to  a  limited  extent.  The  former  was  entirely 
manageable,  and  yielded  promptly  to  the  usual  treatment.  The 
latter  was  not  as  fatal  as  in  former  years,  and  not  appearing  epi- 
demically, the  isolated  cases  received  careful  nursing,  and  in  a  large 
majority  of  cases  fully  recovered  without  any  sequelae.  In  the 
malignant  anginose  variety  of  this  uncertain  disease,  I  have,  to  a 
great  extent,  abandoned  the  annoying  and  difficult  operation  of 
using  the  probang,  and  confined  my  treatment  to  simple  anodyne 
liniments  to  the  throat ;  ice  as  freely  as  the  patients  will  use  it,  and 
internally  the  administration  of  carb.  of  ammonia  with  carbolic  acid, 
spts.  lavand.  comp.,  brandy,  egg-nog,  and  beef-tea.  With  ihi%  car- 
bolate  of  ammonia,  in  some  of  the  worst  ulcerations  of  the  fauces. 
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the  results  have  been  gratifying  in  the  extreme.  The  ulcerated  tissue 
has  exfoliated  in  the  short  space  of  two  and  three  days,  and  healthy 
granulations  have  followed.  The  fetor  is  lessened,  the  deteriorated 
condition  of  the  blood  improved,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert 
my  unqualified  endorsement  of  its  use,  and  the  good  results  appear- 
ing. During  the  febrile  stage  I  allow  the  patient  a  solution  of  chlo- 
rate of  potassa  as  a  drii^k,  and  the  ordinary  febrifuge  mixture,  of 
spts.  nitrosi  dulcis,  liq.  potass,  citras,  as  the  symptoms  may  require. 
In  acute  inflammatory  rheumatism,  after  a  free  action  on  the 
bowels  and  kidneys  with  a  saline  cathartic,  I  employed  the  vapor- 
bath,  and  flannels,  saturated  in  vinegar  and  water,  wrapped  around 
hot  bricks,  and  then  placed  under  the  blankets.  This  plan  must  be 
persisted  in  until  free  and  copious  perspiration  is  effected ;  the  pa- 
tient is  then  thoroughly  dried,  and  placed  under  a  full  dose  of 
Dover's  powder  with  bicarb,  of  soda.  The  alkalies  with  diuretics 
are  given  after  the  following  formula: — 

^,  Sod©  bicarb.  3ij ; 
Potass,  iodidi,  5J  ; 
Vin.  semen,  oolch.  f^vj ; 
Tinct.  rhei  et  senuse,  f5xj ; 
Syrup,  laotua,  fgij. — M. 
Sig. — TeaspoG^ful  every  three  hours . 
Under  this  course  of  treatment  I  effectually  cured  a  number  of 
severely  acute  cases  in  children  and  adults. 

During  the  year  I  treated  for  some  weeks  a  remarkably  interesting 
case  of  "diabetes  insipidis"  with  excessive  thirst,  following  Duchen- 
nes'  disease,  '*  ataxic  locomotrice  progressive,"  the  latter  condition 
the  result  of  syphilis. 

The  thirst  was  excessive  day  and  night,  the  evacuations  from  the 
bladder  in  twelve  hours  amounting  to  six  and  seven  quarts,  the 
patient  consuming  *in  the  same  time  an  equal  amount  of  water.  I 
prescribed  counter-irritation  over  the  spine  with  stimulating  lini- 
ments, giving  internally  tinct.  ferri  chlor.,  forty  drops  three  times  a 
day;  also  a  pill  containing  one  gr.  of  ferri  pulv.,  one-fourth  gr. 
morphine,  and  one  gr.  of  ergotin  at  bedtime.  The  secretion  waa 
colorless,  and  contained  no  traces  of  sugar  or  albumen.  In  four 
weeks  the  secretion  was  reduced  to  its  normal  quantity  and  color; 
the  thirst  disappearing  almost  entirely.  Full  nutritious  diet  was 
allowed. 

The  loathsome  disease  "  variola"  appeared  in  our  midst  during 
the  winter.     The  flrst  case  in  my  practice  was  contracted  in  Phila- 
delphia ;  the  patient  coming  home  for  nursing  and  treatment.    Tha 
case  was  confluent,  and  in  two  weeks  was  convalescing.    Every 
VOL.  X.  16 
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family  in  the  immediate  vicinity  iiad  one  or  more  cases,  and  in  two 
patients  who  had  never  been  vaccinated  the  disease  was  fatal.  In 
one  family  the  mother  had  varioloid,  and  during  her  convalescence 
five  of  the  children  (having  been  previously  vaccinated)  were 
attacked  in  a  mild  form.  During  the  siege  in  the  house  the  father 
resisted  all  appeals  made  for  vaccination,  and  when  the  family  were 
well  he  took  the  disease  in  its  most  virulent  form.  His  body  was 
one  complete  mass  of  ulceration ;  the  tongue  and  fauces  were  covered 
with  the  eruption.  Two  days  before  he  died  profuse  diarrhoea 
appeared ;  the  discharges  were  filled  with  crusts,  coming  from  the 
mucous  lining  of  the  bowels. 

General  vaccination  was  resorted  to  in  the  community,  and 
proved,  as  it  always  does,  a  protection  against  the  scourge  that  no 
remedial  means  can  approach. 

In  surgery^  I  had  one  amputation  of  the  right  arm,  the  result  of 
a  heav}'  prop-timber  crushing  and  comminuting  the  elbow-joint.  I 
had  quite  a  number  of  fractures  of  various  kinds,  clavicle,  forearm, 
fingers,  thigh,  and  leg  involving  the  ankle-joint. 

In  obstetrics^  ninety-eight  cases  were  attended.  Aside  from  the 
ordinary  irregularities  in  this  department  of  the  practice,  I  had  an 
interesting  case  of  placenta  prsBvia  that  deserves  a  passing  notice. 
The  subject  was  thirty  years  of  age,  pregnant  with  her  first  child. 
During  gestation  no  inconvenience  was  occasioned  until  about  the 
.eighth  month,  when  a  silent  hemorrhage  occurred. 

For  this  the  ordinary  domestic  treatment  was  adopted.  And  in 
a  few  days  the  patient  assumed  her  household  duties.  The  night  of 
Sept.  22, 1872, 1  was  called  to  see  the  patient  for  the  first  time.  She 
was  suffering  from  a  sudden  and  profuse  hemorrhage.  The  bed- ' 
clothes  were  saturated,  patient  cold,  features  pinched,  pulse  small  and 
tremulous,  almost  in  a  state  of  collapse.  I  emptied  the  vagina  of 
clots,  and  made  an  examination ;  I  found  the  os  uteri  fiUed  with 
the  placenta,  which  completely  blocked  the  opening;  I  used  the 
tampon,  prescribed  one^fourth  gr.  of  opium  with  two  grs.  of  sugar 
of  lead  every  hour,  and  directed  complete  rest.  The  patient  had 
no  more  hemorrhage  after  this.  At  9  A.M.  of  the  2Bd  a  consul- 
tant was  called  in,  who  coincided  with  my  diagnosis  and  treatment. 
At  this  stage  of  the  case  the  patient  had  no  pain,  but  seemed  to  be 
suffering  from  evidence  of  metritis.  The  case  seemed  hopeless.  I 
saw  the  patient  every  two  hours  during  the  day.  At  3^  P.M.  pain 
begun  ;  at  5^  full  dilatation  took  place,  when  I  at  once  encircled  the 
placenta,  and  removed  it  from  the  womb,  large  quantities  of  am- 
niotic liquor  following ;  administered  3U  of  fid.  cxt.  ergot,  and  ap- 
plied the  forceps  in  the  superior  strait.     I  succeeded  in  bringing 
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the  head  partly  under  the  arch  of  the  pubis,  when  my  patient  sank 
from  exhaustion  and  died.  The  foetus  being  dead,  further  efforts 
at  delivery  were  discontinued.  In  this  case,  as  in  others  of  the  same 
character,  our  patients  are  moribund  before  we  have  an  opportunity 
of  affording  relief. 

The  relief  afforded  patients  in  the  agonizing  throes  of  labor,  by 
the  timely  inhalation  of  an  anaesthetic,  cannot  be  over-estimated. 
There  seem  to  be  few,  if  any,  circumstances  that  are  antagonistic 
to  its  free  and  careful  employment.  Complete  anaesthesia  is  not 
necessary ;  a  semi-unconscious  state  can  be  supported ;  and  when  the 
struggle  appears,  two  or  three  rapid  inhalations  destroy  the  severity 
of  the  pains,  and  in  no  way  interrupt  their  efficiency  or  retard  their 
operation.  A  large  majority  of  patients,  having  once  enjoyed  the 
relief  it  affords  in  child-bearing,  never  forget  to  make  repeated  de- 
mands for  the  same  comfort  under  similar  circumstances.  The  use 
of  the  forceps,  managed  with  care  and  discretion,  lends  additional 
relief  to  the  suffering  female,  and  their  timely  employment  .cannot 
fail  to  receive  professional  endorsement.  The  use  of  anaesthesia  in 
the  various  obstetrical  operations  requires  no  additional  notice  ;  no 
operation  can  be  performed  half  as  easily  or  expeditiously  without 
its  use. 

If  its  careful  use  is  an  evidence  of  our  progress  in  the  science, 
certainly  none  but  our  patients  are  entitled  to  its  benefits. 


DR.  JAMES  S.  CARPENTER,  1807—1872. 

Within  the  past  3'ear  death  has  again  entered  our  ranks  and  re- 
moved from  our  midst  the  eldest,  and  one  of  our  most  valued 
members.  Dr.  James  S.  Carpenter. 

He  was  descended  from  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  and  most 
distinguished  citizens  of  Philadelphia — Samuel  Carpenter — who 
joined  William  Penn,  in  Philadelphia,  in  1682,  where  he  was  con- 
stantly employed  with  public  affairs,  either  as  member  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Council  of  State,  or  as  treasurer  of  the 
province. 

One  of  his  immediate  descendants  was  Edward  Carpenter,  who 
lived  on  the  family  estates  at  Carpenter's  Landing,  New  Jersey, 
and  died  in  1813,  leaving  five  children,  of  whom  the  third  was  the 
subject  of  this  memoir,  then  but  six  years  of  age.  His  preliminary 
education  was  completed  at  the  Woodbury  Academy,  and  he  en- 
joyed some  advantages  in  the  way  of  private  instruction  from  his 
brother,  afterwards  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Jersey. 
His  early  bias  was  toward  the  practice  of  medicine,  and,  as  a  child, 
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he  was  known  by  the  name  of  the  little  doctor  among  his  family 
and  friends. 

He  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Joseph  Fithian,  at  Woodbury,  and 
studied  medicine  under  his  tuition.  During  his  pupilage  he  was 
obliged  to  visit  and  prescribe  for  several  months  for  the  patients  of 
his  preceptor,  who  was  laid  up  with  a  protracted  fever.  The  ex- 
perience thus  obtained  was  often  spoken  of  as  having  given  a 
practical  tendenc}'  to  his  after  studies,  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  afterwards  graduated,  and  received  his  diploma  at 
the  commencement  of  that  institution,  held  March  21,  1829,  at  the 
old  Masonic  Hall,  Chestnut  Street. 

In  November  of  that  year  he  came  to  Pottsville,  during  the 
infancy  of  that  place,  and  cast  in  his  lot  among  its  people.  His 
practice  increased  rapidly,  and  with  it  his  reputation  and  popularity, 
until  he  resolved  to  visit  the  great  medical  centres  of  the  old  worlds 
a  resolution  which  he  carried  out  in  the  autuum  of  1835. 

A  main  object  was  the  introduction  of  the  American  method  of 
treating  hernia^  by  the  solid  pad  and  truss,  with  a  view  to  a  radi- 
cal cure. 

This  method  was  unknown  in  Europe,  and  in  his  hands  had  beeo 
so  successfully  used  as  to  arouse  all  the  surgical  enthusiasm  of  his 
nature. 

Arrived  in  Paris  in  November,  1835,  he  attended  the  surgical 
and  medical  lectures  of  that  great  capital. 

Dupuytren,  Civiale,  Larry,  Velpeau,  and  Trousseau  were  at  their 
meridian  of  fame  and  usefulness,  and  oftentimes  he  has  spoken  of 
the  enjoyment  and  instruction  he  received  from  attending  their 
clinics.  Among  other  advantages,  he  heard  the  lectures  of  Laennec 
(the  inventor  of  the  stethoscope)*  upon  percussion  and  ausculta- 
tion. 

While  in  Paris  he  opened  an  office  to  practise,  making  hernia  a 
specialty,  and  he  associated  with  him  Dr.  Henison,  of  the  French 
faculty.  His  practice  increased  rapidly,  and  soon  became  lucrative. 
After  about  six  months*  practice,  he  sold  out  to  Dr.  A.  B.  Tucker 
his  interest  in  the  partnership,  and  crossed  the  English  Channel. 

Arrived  in  London  he  at  once  began  to  introduce  his  specialty 
among  medical  men  there,  and  entered  upon  personal  practice* 
Extracts  from  his  private  journal,  kept  while  there,  give  occasional 
glimpses  of  his  professional  life  in  London,  and  show  the  industry 
with  which  he  availed  himself  of  the  lectures  of  Brodie,  Guthrie, 
Ryan,  Wai-drop,  Marshall  Hall,  Liston,  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Mayo, 
and  other  eminent  men.     \ 

1836,  July  17,  Sunday.  Put  on  a  truss  in  a  case  of  scrotal  hciiiia 
— the  first  in  London.  A  German,  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  fair 
complexion,  and  delicate  in  appearance — objects  to  giving  his  name 
— pays  ten  pounds  in  advance,  and  ten  more  when  cured. 

Rode  out  on  top  of  coach  to  Hounslow  Heath,  so  celebrated  in 
story  and  in  the  annals  of  highway  robbery  ;  has  been  inclosed  and 
put  under  cultivation.  In  returning  passed  through  Twitchenham 
and  Richmond.  Richmond  Hill  commands  a  most  beautiful  pros- 
pect of  the  Thames,  as  it  winds  through  the  rich  meadows  and 
among  the  old  oaks,  the  pride  of  England. 
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Wednesday,  July  20.  Received  a  letter  from  Samuel  T.  Jones, 
of  Manchester,  who  informs  me  that  he  has  given  my*  pamphlet  to 
Mr.  Turner,  who  will  lay  it  before  a  meeting  of  the  medical  men. 

Saturday,  Jul}'  23.  Received  a  letter  from  M.  le^Docteur  Heni- 
son,  and  Dr.  A.  B.  Tucker  (of  Paris),  highly  complimentary  of 
my  personal  abilities. 

Tuesday,  August  2.  Dr.  A.  B.  Tucker  sent  me  a  number  of  the 
France  Departmentelle,  containing  an  article  by  Dr.  Bailej',  in  which 
he  makes  favorable  mention  of  the  American  plan  of  curing  hernia. 

Thursday,  Sept.  15.  Received  a  note  from  Mr.  Q.  Eccles, 
stating  that  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  m/  pamphlet  had 
been  disposed  of,  and  wishing  to  know  if  he  should  print  a  few 
more  until  I  should  prepare  matter  for  a  second  edition. 

Saturday,  Sept-  19.  Called  on  Mr.  Eccles  and  took  him  the 
corrected  copy  of  the  second  edition  of  my  remarks. 

Thursday,  Oct.  6,  1836.  On  Tuesday  t  went  to  the  Hunterian 
School  of  Medicine,  and  heard  two  lectures  by  Mr.  Lucas  and  Dr. 
Ryan. 

Tuesday,  Oct.  11.  Last  evening  went  to  the  School  of  Medicine 
of  St.  George's  Hospital,  and  heard  Mr.  Listen  on  surgery  and 
physic.  Liston  is  a  canny  Scot,  who  has  obtained  considerable 
celebrity  as  a  surgeon,  but  he  is  a  miserable  lecturer.  I  was  intro- 
duced to  him,  and  he  appears  full  of  good  nature. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  12.  Heard  Mr.  Lane  lecture.  Went  to  Middle- 
sex Hospital  to  hear  Dr.  Mayo.  From  thence  to  the  London  Union 
Medical  School,  and  heard  Mr.  Samuel.  Cooper,  author  of  the  sur- 
gical dictionary. 

Oct.  23.  Last  night  went  to  St.  Bartholomew's  and  heard  Dr. 
Latham  lecture  on  the  pulse. 

Wednesday,  24.  One  of  my  patients,  at  Norwich,  sent  me  a  basket 
of  game  as  a  present. 

Thursday,  27.  Went  to  the  Westminster  School  of  Medicine  to 
hear  Mr.  Guthrie.  Heard  him  lecture,  or  rather  talk,  on  surgery. 
He  is  fond  of  telling  stories  to  his  pupils.  Heard  Mr.  Wardrop 
lecture  on  the  treatment  of  wounds — condemns  the  use  of  plasters, 
bandages,  etc.  Best  application  to  wounds  is  lint  dipped  iu  cold 
water. 

Thursday,  Nov.  10.  Heard  Ryan,  Wardrop,  and  Marshal  Hall 
lecture.  Mr.  Lucas  introduced  me  to  Dr.  Ryan.  He  alluded  to 
Dewees's  Midwifery  in  high  terms  of  praise  in  his  lecture  this 
evening,  and  spoke  of  the  Americans  in  very  flattering  terms  to  his 
class,  and  told  them  there  was  an  American  gentleman  in  the  room 
with  whom  he  had  the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted. 

Friday,  Nov.  18.  Called  on  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  with  whom  I  had 
a  long  conversation  on  the  subject  of  hernia.  He  promised  to  send 
me  his  cases  of  hernia,  to  be  treated  by  me. 

Saturday,  Nov.  19.  Went  to  the  Westminster  Medical  Society. 
Dr.  TJrwins  read  a  paper  entitled  Modus  Agendi  of  Medicine,  in 
which  he  supports  the  doctrine  of  homoeopathy.  Mr.  H.  Johnson 
ridiculed  it  in  a  very  clever  manner.  Dr.  Addison  thought  it  un- 
worthy of  an  argument,  and  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  society  to 
discuss. 
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December  1 9.    Arrived  on  board  ship  Charlemagne,  for  New  York. 

Meagre  as 'these  extracts  are,  they  give  an  insight  into  his  medical 
life  in  London — many,  much  more  interesting — are  too  much  inter- 
woven with  private  affairs  to  be  transcribed. 

He  sailed  from  Europe  in  the  good  ship  Charlemagne,  Dec  19, 
1836.  His  arrival  in  Pottsville  was  hailed  by  his  fellow  citizens 
with  unusual  marks  of  rejoicing — a  procession,  headed  by  a  brass 
band,  met  him  at  the  stage  oflSce,  and  escorted  him  to  his  home, 
where  addresses  of  congratulation  and  welcome  were  made  by  some 
of  his  enthusiastic  friends.  Here  he  took  anew  his  professional 
life,  and  now  having  his  mind  richly  stored  with  theoretical. and 
practical  knowledge  of  his  profession  in  all  its  branches,  he  quietly 
settled  down  to  business,  and  very  soon,  by  his  sound  judgment, 
his  genial  manners,  his  gentlemanly  deportment,  his  untiring  in- 
dustry and  stern  integrity,  won  his  way  to  popular  favor  and 
established  a  reputation  second  to  none  in.  the  State.  Here  he 
continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  arduous  profession  for  thirty- 
five  years,  with  the  same  untiring  industry  with  which  he  com- 
menced. With  the  knowledge  of  auscultation  acquired  from  Laen- 
nec,  his  diagnosis  of  the  chest  was  so  superior  as  to  make  him  a 
special  reputation  in  that  class  of  diseases. 

In  surgery  he  always  appeared  to  be  most  interested  and  most 
at  home.  As  a  therapeutist  he  had  but  few  equals  and  no  superiors, 
but  whatever  his  hands  found  to  do  he  did  it  with  his  might. 

His  strong  physique  enabled  him  to  undergo  vast  fatigues  in  the 
pursuit  of  his  profession — over  a  region  almost  untravelled — a 
county,  at  that  time,  of  magnificent  distances — and  in  thirty-five 
years'  practice  he  never  loSt  a  whole  day  from  sickness,  until  his 
health  began  to  fail. 

His  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  medical  organization  was 
warm  and  earnest.  He  was  one  of  the  fathers  of  the  Schuylkill 
County  Medical  Society,  and  for  a  large  portion  of  the  last  twenty- 
five  years  was  its  honored  president,  and,  as  a  presiding  officer,  he 
vas  always  calm,  dignified,  and  impartial.  In  any  diflSculties  that 
arose  in  the  society  he  was  always  the  peace  maker,  and  none  out- 
side of  the  profession  ever  learned  through  him  that  anything 
unpleasant  had  transpired  at  its  meetings.  He  was  also  its  trusted 
representative  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  the  State 
Medical  Society,  and,  at  any  sacrifice  of  time  and  convenience,  he 
was  always  present. 

In  1855  he  was  chosen  president  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  Rt 
Hollidaysburg,  and  delivered  the  annual  address  in  Philadelphia, 
before  the  Society,  in  1856.  Full  of  weighty  truths  atfd  earnest 
thoughts,  this  address  evinces  the  practical  character  of  the  author, 
and  in  pointing  to  therapeutics  as  the  strangely  neglected  field 
that  most  requires  culture,  only  expresses  what  all  must  admit  to 
be  the  great  want  of  the  medical  world.  His  talents,  as  a  ph3^8ician, 
were  of  the  highest  order,  and  notwithstanding  the  eminence  he 
had  attained  in  his  profession,  his  intercourse  with  his  medical 
brethren  was  always  characterized  by  the  utmost  delicacy,  ever 
avoiding  anything  like  the  assumption  of  superiority  or  dictation. 
To  the  younger  members  of  the  profession  (with  whom  he  was  a 
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UDiversal  favorite)  his  suggestions,  when  in  consultation  with  them, 
were  made  in  such  a  way  as  to  inspire  respect,  confidence,  and 
esteem.  I  have  no  doubt  that  many,  like  myself,  can  look  back 
and  call  to  remembrance  very  many  times,  when,  by  his  able  coun- 
sels and  timely  suggestions,  he  has  removed  a  heavy  load  of 
anxiety  from  our  hearts,  and  sent  both  us  and  our  patients  on  our 
way  rejoicing. 

In  his  intercourse  with  his  patients,  he  was  always  gentle,  cheer- 
ful, and  sympathizing,  but  firm ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  many  of 
them  will  often  call  to  mind  the  cheerful  smile  and  genial  counte- 
nance with  which  he  entered  their  sick  chamber,  especially  if  they 
were  improving.  If  the  contrary  was  the  case,  he  was  calm,  self- 
reliant,  hopeful,  and  persevering  in  investigation  of  the  cause  of 
the  trouble,  that  he  might  adopt  a  proper  remedy. 

His  useful  life  received  its  first  blow  from  an  attack  of  erysipelas, 
brought  on  by  fatigue,  consequent  upon  a  long,  cold  drive  across 
the  Broad  Mountain  to  visit  a  patient. 

Afterwards  feebleness  of  the  heart,  pallor,  and  symptoms  of 
blood  poisoning  became  evident. 

A  winter  spent  in  North  Carolina  brought  no  relief.  Gradually 
loss  of  spinal  power  extended  until  total  prostration  set  in,  and 
death  without  a  struggle  ended  his  honored  life  Jan.  31,  1872. 

During  his  protracted  illness  he  gave  an  example  of  patience  and 
fortitude  rarely  beheld.  No  complaint  ever  escaped  his  lips,  and 
with  settled  calmness  and  quiet  resolution,  he  waited  for  the  sum- 
mons to  call  him  hence. 

His  last  hours  were  soothed  by  every  attention  that  love  and 
respect  could  suggest  from  neighbors  and  friends,  and  his  last 
breath  passed  away,  while  surrounded  by  his  sorrowing  family,  so 
quietly  that  he  seemed  to  only  have  gone  to  sleep.  In  his  death 
his  family  have  lost  a  kind  protector,  and  an  indulgent  parent — a 
loss  that  will  be  hard  to  bear;  the  community,  one  of  its  best  citi- 
zens and  most  useful  members,  whose  place  will  be  hard  to  fill ; 
the  medical  profession  one  of  its  roost  gifted  members  and  most 
ardent  votaries.  He  has  left  an  untarnished  character,  and  a  re- 
putation to  which  time  will  only  add  lustre,  and  one  which  we  may 
all  imitate  with  profit  to  ourselves  and  benefit  to  our  patients. 
We  sincerely  hope  that  what  is  our  loss  is  his  eternal  gain. 

GEO.  W.  BROWN,  M.D. 

Port  Cabbon,  March  5, 1 873. 
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The  past  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one  for  our  Society ;  our 
numbers  have  increased,  and  more  interest  has  been  manifested 
than  in  any  previous  year.  We  hold  two  regular  meetings  annually, 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  two  conversational  meetings, 
making  four  meetings  in  each  year. 

Two  members  are  appointed  at  each  meeting  to  prepare  and  read 
at  the  next  meeting  essays,  one  on  a  medical  topic,  the  other  on 
surgery.  There  are  also  two  members  appointed  to  report  im- 
portant cases. 

The  past  winter  was  one  of  the  coldest  that  has  ever  been  known 
in  this  county;  a  large  amount  of  snow  fell  early  in  the  winter,  and 
remained  until  late  in  the  spring,  consequently  vegetation  is  very 
backward. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  unusual  good  health  in  this  section  of 
the  county ;  we  have  had  no  epidemics  excepting  remittent  fever 
and  influenza.  A  few  cases  of  diarrhoea  during  the  summer,  and 
in  the  fall  a  number  of  obstinate  cases  of  dysentery. 

In  surgery  and  obstetrics  I  have  had  but  little  of  interest. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  winter,  and  in  the  early  spring,  pneu- 
monitis with  rather  a  typhoid  tendency  prevailed,  though  there 
were  no  fatal  cases.  From  last  of  September  until  middle  of  No- 
vember an  epidemic  of  remittent  fever  prevailed.  Twenty-four 
well-marked  cases  came  under  my  care.  Of  these,  two  died ;  one, 
a  married  lady  22  years  of  age,  a  slender,  weakly  woman,  died  the 
thirteenth  day.  I  did  not  see  her  until  five  days  from  the  attack ; 
found  her  pulse  160  per  minute,  and  all  the  symptoms  denoting 
great  prostration,  with  a  low  muttering  delirium.  The  other  fatal 
case  was  a  little  girl,  seven  years  of  age,  was  handled  very  much  as 
the  above  case,  died  the  seventh  day.  In  the  commencement  of  this 
disease,  the  patients  complained  of  being  tired,  sleepy,  and  dizzy ; 
loss  of  appetite ;  dull  pain  in  the  head  and  back ;  tongue  covered 
with  a  white  fur;  pulse  100  to  160  per  minute;  bowels  constipated 
(I  saw  some  cases  that  had  not  had  a  passage  from  the  bowels  for 
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seven  or  eight  days).  Urine  scanty  and  high  colored ;  skin  hot 
and  dry,  and  in  most  cases  of  a  jaundiced  hue ;  fever  remitting,  the 
remissions  occurring  in  the  forepart  of  the  day.  About  the  ninth 
day,  typhoid  symptoms  began  to  make  their  appearance  in  a  majo- 
rity of  cases;  pulse  became  small;  tongue  dry  and  pointed,  and  in 
some  cases  cracked  and  bleeding,  with  slight  delirium.  In  six  cases 
I  noticed  distinctly  the  characteristic  rose  rash. 

It  seems  to  be  a  peculiarity  in  all  cases  of  fever  in  this  locality, 
that  they  commence  with  this  remitting  character.  Sporadic  cases 
usually  run  about  two  weeks,  and  show  no  typhoid  tendency  ;  but 
when  it  prevails  as  an  epidemic  it  takes  on  that  form  in  the  second 
week,  and  runq  about  twenty-one  days.  (Another  singular  fact 
is,  that  we  have  no  intermittent  fever  here.  Person^  never  contract 
it  in  this  locality,  although  we  frequently  have  imported  cases,  but 
they  are  of  short  duration  with  proper  treatment.) 

The  treatment  in  these  fevers  consisted  in  hyd.  cum  creta,  5  to  8 
grains,  with  sufficient  pulv.  ipecac,  comp.  to  control  pain  and  ner- 
vous irritation,  every  four  hours,  until  the  mercury  had  produced 
sufficient  alterative  effect.  Salines  were  used  to  move  the  bowels 
every  third  day ;  aconite  was  given  to  control  the  circulation  and 
produce  diaphoresis.  While  the  skin  was  hot  and  dry,  the  body  was 
sponged  frequently  with  tepid  water,  and  cold  applications  were 
'made  to  the  head ;  when  the  tongue  became  dry  and  cracked,  ol. 
terebinth,  was  given  in  three  to  five  drop  doses,  every  four  hours. 
If  there  was  a  tendency  to  run  down,  quinia,  beef  essence,  milk 
punch,  etc.,  were  used  pro  re  nata  as  supporting  measures.  Patients 
were  allowed  cold  water  ad  libitum.  Diarrhoea  did  not  occui*  in  any 
case ;  some  had  tenderness  over  the  bowels,  but  no  hemorrhage. 

An  epidemic  of  influenza  made  its  appearance  here  about  the  1st 
of  February,  and  continued  until  first  of  June,  people  generally 
calling  it  epizootic.  This  epidemic  was  pretty  general,  hardly  a 
person  escaping.  The  disease  commenced  with,  a  dry,  hacking 
cough,  dryness  of  the  air-passages,  frontal  headache,  and  sore 
throat.  I  saw  a  number  of  cases  of  acute  tonsillitis  following  this 
disease,  or  during  its  course,  and  in  others,  pneumonitis.  The 
disease  seemed  to  run  an  indefinite  course,  and  did  not  appear  to 
be  affected  much  b}'  treatment.  Three  cases  were  troubled  with 
deafness  which  passed  off  in  a  few  weeks. 

CHARLES  W.  BROWN,  M.D., 

Secretary, 
Mansfibld,  June  10,  1873. 
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JOHN  RUSSELL  WILSON  A.M.,  M.D..  1822—1873. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  John  Russell  Wilson,  A.M.,  M.D., 
was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  being  the  son  of  John  and  Maiy  Wilson, 
and  was  born  at  Washington,  Pa.,  September  Yth,  1822. 

He  died  March  15th,  18Y3,  in  his  51st  year. 

Having  graduated  at  Washington  College  in  1842,  he  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  the  following  year,  1843,  with  Dr.  R.  P.  Lane, 
of  Washington,  and  assisted  him  in  his  practice  for  some  years,  to 
procure  means  to  enable  him  to  complete  his  course  of  medicine  at 
Philadelphia. 

He  obtained  his  degree  of  M.D.  from  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege, Philadelphia,  in  1850,  and  immediately  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  his  native  town,  where  he  afterward  re- 
mained in  the  active  and  successful  pursuit  thereof:  his  reputa- 
tion and  influence  in  the  community  steadily  growing  through  his 
own  unaided  merit,  until  it  had  spread  through  this  and  adjoining 
counties. 

Dr.  Wilson  was  one  of  the  most  earnest,  most  useful,  and  most 
honored  members  of  the  Washington  County  Medical  Society. 

He  had  much  pride  in,  and  great  love  for,  his  profession,  and  sus- 
tained its  character  with  dignity  and  ability.  Having  a  clear  intel- 
lect, wonderful  memory,  strong  will,  and  being  a  careful  and  close 
observer,  a  hard  student,  with  much  self-reliance,  he  was  a  bold  and 
at  the  same  time  successful  physician. 

With  his  other  qualifications  he  had  keen  powers  of  analysis,  and 
therefore  excelled  as  a  diagnostician,  and  for  this  reason  was  more 
frequently,  perhaps,  than  any  of  his  medical  brethren  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, called  in  consultation  in  doubtful  and  intricate  cases. 

His  reputation  in  this  respect  extended  beyond  the  limits  of  our 
county,  to  adjoining  counties  and  States. 

Dr.  Wilson  had  strong  confidence  in  remedies,  and  used  them  with 
boldness  and  success,  keeping  himself  well  up  to  the  advancement 
being  made  in  the  materia  medica  and  therapeutics. 

He  had  a  gentle,  sympathetic  nature,  and  drew  towards  himself 
the  warm  feelings  of  his  patients,  at  the  same  time  inspiring  them 
with  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  truthfulness  and  skill. 

Requiring  them  to  treat  him  with  the  consideration  due  his  high 
professional  standing,  he  was  considerate  and  kind  to  all  who  did 
thus  treat  him.  No  man,  however,  was  quicker  to  resent  an  inten- 
tional, or  personal,  professional  insult. 
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He  cordially  approved  and  adopted  the  code  of  ethics  promul- 
gated by  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  treated  his  fellow 
practitioners  with  that  courtesy  which  is  indicative  of  the  true  phy- 
sician. 

For  all  quackery  and  quacks  he  had  the  most  supreme  contempt. 

As  a  citizen  he  was  patriotic  and  earnest,  and  ever  threw  the 
weight  of  his  enlarged  influence  in  behalf  of  education  and  educa- 
tional Institutions,  and  other  important  enterprises. 

Dr.  Wilson  was  married,  August  Tth,  1849,  to  Miss  Charlotte  C. 
Walker,  who,  with  nine  children,  survives  him.  Whilst  the  loss  to 
our  Society,  and  the  whole  communit}'',  is  very  great,  to  these 
stricken  ones  it  is  irreparable,  and  the  sympathies  of  all  who  knew 
him  go  forth  towards  them. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


240  REPORT    OF    THE 


REPORT  OF  THE  WESTMORELAND  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 


JOHN  A.  MILLER,  M.D.,  1836—1872. 

Dr.  Miller  was  born  on  the  14th  day  of  September,  1836,  and 
died  on  the  12th  day  of  December,  18Y1.  The  place  of  his  birth  is 
a  picturesque  region  in  the  Ligonier  Valley,  Westmoreland  County, 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  the  eldest  of  four  sons ;  the  parents  were 
farmers,  of  German  descent.  The  doctor  remained  at  home  on  the 
farm  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  when,  having  from  child- 
hood evinced  a  liking  for  books,  he  sought  to  acquire  more  educa- 
tion than  the  public  school  at  home  would  afford,  and  in  pursuit  of 
this  object  attended  a  select  school  in  the  neighboring  county  of 
Somerset.  Although  the  extent  of  his  preparatory  education  is 
not  known  to  the  writer,  it  is  certain  that  it  embraced  the  essential 
branches  taught  in  English  schools,  with,  probably,  something  of 
Latin.  After  quitting  school  he  taught  during  two  or  three  years, 
in  which  relation  his  excellent  sense  of  duty  and  his  efficiency 
won  for  him  both  reputation  and  universal  esteem. 

As  the  future  began  to  spread  out  more  widely  before  him,  he 
WHS  attracted  to  the  study  of  medicine ;  he  became  a  student  of 
Dr.  James  Meconoughy,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Penna.,  in  1862,  and 
after  the  usual  preliminary  course  of  office  study  matriculated  in 
the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York.  After  a  course 
of  study  in  this  Institution  he  completed  the  required  routine,  and 
received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  in  March,  1865. 

Dr.  Miller  did  not  cease  to  be  a  student  when  he  was  graduated 
in  medicine  ;  but,  realizing,  no  doubt,  the  insufficiency  of  that  pre- 
paration so  fulsomely  recited  by  his  diploma,  with  which  he  was 
to  encounter  the  grave  responsibilities  of  a  physician,  he  constantly 
sought  to  increase  it  by  study.  It  would  be  well  should  Medical 
Colleges  begin  to  recogniae  what  the  public  have  already  learned, 
that  diplomas,  solemnly  declaring  the  possessors  endowed  with  the 
utmost  learning  and  purest  morals,  do  not  create  and  constitute 
Doctors  of  Medicine.  And  until  they  are  made  to  command  con- 
fidence and  respect  by  being  conferred  with  proper  discrimination, 
the  public  must  always  sustain  a  serious  loss  by  the  death  of  a 
devoted,  studious  physician,  like  Dr.  Miller. 

Within  a  few  miles  of  his  birth-place,  in  the  village  of  Donegal, 
Dr.  Miller  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  well  liked 
by  the  people,  and  abundantlj'  employed;  but  it  is  an  isolated  place 
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and  affords  but  little  intellectual  intercourse,  and  therefore  unsuited 
to  one  animated  by  energy  and  aspirations  wliich  seek  constantly 
to  be  gratified  in  this  respect.  Thus  induced  he  moved  to  Ligonier, 
a  place  which  offered  the  prospect  of  a  more  congenial  field  for 
professional  advancement.  He  there  entered  into  a  partnership 
with  Dr.  John  C.  Hunter,  and  in  about  two  years,  having  become 
well-established  in  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  partner  and 
the  community,  he  was  married.  The  young  lady,  Anna  V.  E. 
Elder,  whom  he  married,  possessed  the  rare  endowment  of  excellent 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  combined  with  physical  beauty ;  and 
thus  allied  to  one  capable  of  sympathizing  with  his  aims  and  hopes 
he  was  made  happy  in  his  domestic  relations. 

But  he  failed  to  find  in  Ligonier  the  characteristics  he  sought  in 
a  place  as  a  permanent  home.  It  was  not  the  place  to  call  forth 
the  energy  of  which  he  felt  himself  possessed,  and  he  began  to  con- 
template the  West  with  its  unlimited  possibilities.  After  months 
of  earnest  consideration  he  fixed  upon  a  growing  town  in  Nebraska, 
and  began  making  arrangements  to  move  there,  with  the  pui-pose 
of  identifying  himself  with  its  interests  and  its  growth,  and  sharing 
in  its  destined  prosperity.  In  the  midst  of  these  hopeful  anticipa- 
tions, whose  realization  seemed  to  his  sanguine  nature  almost 
assured,  and  scarcely  a  year  after  his  happy  marriage,  which  had 
so  much  heightened  the  pleasure  of  life,  he  was  stricken  down  by 
diphtheria.  For  two  or  three  days  there  seemed  to  be  no  special 
cause  of  alarnl ;  but  the  steadily  increasing  gravity  of  the  disease, 
and  his  rapidly  diminishing  powers  of  resistance,  soon  marked  his 
condition  as  extremely  serious.  Every  available  means  his  pro- 
fessional attendants  could  command,  and  every  attention  that  the 
affection  and  solicitude  of  his  devoted  wife  and  his  anxious  friends 
could  bestow,  proved  fruitless ;  he  grew  rapidly  worse,  and  about 
the  sixth  day  from  the  beginning  of  the  disease  he  died. 

Dr.  Miller  had  professed  his  faith  in  the  Christian  religion. 

As  a  physician  and  citizen  it  has  been  already  said  he  was  highly 
esteemed  by  the  public ;  among  his  professional  brethren  he  was 
equally  honored.  He  was  probably  without  an  enemy ;  his  friends 
numbered  all  who  knew  him.  All  felt  that  his  life  was  worthy  of 
emulation  ;  that  his  premature  death  was  sad. 


SAMUEL  LOGAN,  M.D.,  1830—1872. 

Samuel  Looan,  M.D.,  died  on  the  19th  day  of  March,  18Y2,  at 
East  Liberty,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Logan  was  born  at  New  Salem,  Westmoreland  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  21st  day  of  August,  1830.  He  was  the  son  of 
William  Reed  Logan  and  Eliza  Hoag  Logan.  His  mother^s  maiden 
name  was  Wilson.  Both  parents  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  His 
preparatory  education  was  begun  in  the  school  of  his  native  town, 
and  prosecuted  at  the  Academy  of  Greensburg,  Pa.,  and  Washington 
(Pennsylvania)  College. 
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He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  John  McNeil,  of 
New  Salem,  then  studied  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Thompson 
Richardson,  of  Greensburg,  and  after  attending  two  courses  of  lec- 
tures at  the  Jetferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  him  by  that  institation, 
in  March  of  1855. 

After  graduating  he  entered  into*a  partnership  with  his  former 
preceptor,  Dr.  Richardson,  in  Greensburg.  Thus  he  entered  at 
once  upon  a  busy  practice ;  besides  a  large  private  practice  they 
were  physicians  to  the  County  Alms  House. 

On  the  appointment  by  President  Pierce  of  the  late  General  John 
W.  Geary  governor  of  the  territory  of  Kansas,  Dr.  Logan  accompa- 
nied Gen.  Geary,  and  while  in  Kansas  was  attached  as  surgeon  to  a 
troop  of  U.  S.  cavalry. 

When  he  quit  Kansas  he  returned  to  his  home,  and  made  prepara- 
tions to  join  a  party  of  young  men  who  were  going  to  California.  At 
that  time  fortunes  were  yet  being  realized  by  securing  territory  and 
engaging  lustily  in  mining,  and  in  this  enterprise  Dr.  Logan  and  party 
embarked  with  an  energy  which  deserved  a  better  reward  than  that 
which  crowned  their  etforts.  They  were  not  so  fortunate  as  to  hit 
upon  places  richly  stored  with  gold,  and  managed  to  find  barely 
enough  on  which  to  subsist.  Neither  scant  living,  toil,  or  privations 
dismayed  them,  they  hopefully  worked  on,  or  worked  against  hope, 
until  a  fair  trial  had  been  made;  and  when  it  had  become  appai*ent 
that  fickle  fortune  was  not  to  be  wooed  and  won  by  them  in  that 
way  they  reluctantly  abandoned  it.  This  otherwise  cheerless  epi- 
sode in  the  doctor's  life  was  not  seldom  relieved  by  amusing  inci- 
dents and  adventure  spiced  with  romance,  arising  out  of  the  com- 
mingling of  varieties  of  people,  whose  race  and  national  peculiarities 
had  been  hitherto  unknown  to  each  other.  These,  after  he  had  be- 
come comfortably  situated  at  home,  he  would  recall  with  much 
pleasure  to  while  away  thp  hours  of  a  long  ride,  or  to  illustrate  to 
his  less  experienced  friends  the  character  and  habits  of  adventurers, 
to  their  infinite  amusement. 

On  his  departure  for  California,  Governor  Geary  had  given  him  a 
letter  to  a  friend  in  San  Francisco,  a  wealthy  physician,  but  eager 
to  carry  out  his  plan  of  going  into  mining  with  the  rest  of  his  party, 
he  postponed  its  delivery  until  his  return. 

It  was  with  much  diffidence  he  now  presented  it  in  his  miner's 
garb,  but  he  met  "with  a  most  cordial  reception,  and  was  warmly 
urged  to  make  that  city  his  future  home,  to  embark  there  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  relying  on  the  assurance  that  he  would 
receive  every  assistance  he  might  require  to  establish  his  success. 
He  shrank,  however,  from  drawing  so  largely,  as  he  feared  he  should 
have  to  do,  upon  the  generosity  of  another,  and  urged  his  desire  to 
return  home  against  his  new-found  friend's  importunities  to  stay. 
He  sometimes  expressed  regret,  after  his  return,  that  he  had  not 
remained  ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  had  he  done  so  that  milder 
climate  would  have  contributed  to  a  longer  life. 

After  returning  from  California  he  resumed  the  partnership  with 
Dr.  Richardson,  in  Greensburg,  where  he  remained  until  the  late 
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war  broke  out,  when  he  was  commissioned  assistant  surgeon  in  the 
28th.  regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  commanded  by  the  late 
Gov.  Geary.  He  entered  the  service  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer 
of  1861,  and  continued  with  his  regiment  until  after  the  battle  of 
Antietam.  The  active  campaigning  of  1862  required  him  to  be  so 
constantly  in  the  saddle  as  to  produce  a  painful  fistula,  on  account  of 
.which  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  service.  He  repaired  to 
Philadelphia  where  he  was  operated  on  by  Professor  Pancoast,  and 
when  he  had  sufficiently  recovered,  resumed  his  profession  in  Greens- 
burg.  In  the  meantime  his  former  partner.  Dr.  Richardson,  had  died 
and  Dr.  Logan  now  succeeded  to  the  business. 

As  a  medical  officer  in  the  army,  Dr.  Logan  combined  with  his  pro- 
fessional qualifications  humanity  and  a  strong  sense  of  duty,  energy 
and  courage.  It  may  be  safely  said  of  him  that  he  never  gave  just 
cause  of  complaint  either  to  superior  or  subordinate.  And  now 
in  civil  life  he  rapidly  acquired  a  lucrative  business;  life  flowed 
smoothly  on  ;  the  annoying  reflection  that  his  daily  bread  depended 
upon  his  daily  toil  ceased  to  haunt  him,  as  competency  and  com- 
forts gathered  around  ;  and  with  the  glow  of  health  animating  him, 
as  he  approached  middle  life  he  could  look  complacently  on  the 
future.  If  he  ever  had  any  suspicion  of  a  phthisical  diathesis  he 
had  reason  to  expect  that  the  liability  of  its  developing  into  con- 
sumption diminished  as  he  grew  older,  and  probably  entertained  but 
little,  if  any,  fear  of  it  at  the  time  he  was  attacked  by  pneumonia, 
in  the  early  part  of  1870.  This  aflfection  was  thought  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  right  lung,  and  after  a  few  weeks'  confinement  he  was 
able  to  be  about  and  resume  his  practice.  His  recovery  did  not 
progress  satisfactorily,  although  he  employed  judicious  means  of 
restoration.  By  and  by  it  became  apparent  that  he  was  the  victim 
of  a  hopeless  malady.  He  did  not  resign  himself  to  despondency, 
however,  but  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  be  on  his  horse  or  in  his 
buggy,  was  out  daily  attending  to  his  patients.  He  did  not  shrink 
eveu  from  going  out  at  night.  In  spite  of  every  eflbrt  to  keep  up 
the  tone  of  his  stomach  he  often  suflcred  from  want  of  appetite  and 
languid  digestion,  and  seemed  to  be  sustained  only  by  his  invincible 
will.  When  strength  failed  him,  and  he  could  not  attend  to  busi- 
ness he  resolved  upon  spending  the  winter  of  1871  and  1872  in  New 
Orleans  and  around  the  Southern  coast.  He  did  not  succeed  in 
getting  ofi*  until  about  the  holidays,  when  h^  made  the  trip  to  New 
Orleans  by  boat.  But  he  grew  rapidly  worse  and  remained  there 
only  a  short  time.  He  returned  to  East  Liberty  to  the  residence 
of  his  brother.  Col.  Logan.  Notwithstanding  he  could  now  scarcely 
leave  his  bed  he  seemed  determined,  if  possible,  to  get  able  to  be 
about  again.  His  courage  and  fortitude  never  deserted  him  for  a 
moment ;  he  made  his  will,  and  prepared  for  the  final  struggle  with 
the  calmness  whicli  characterizes  an  ordinary  business  transaction, 
and  a  few  days  after,  in  spite  of  the  unremitting  efforts  of  affection- 
ate friends,  he  died.  He  died  as  he  had  been  reared,  in  the  Pres- 
byterian faith. 

Dr.  Logan  was  never  married,  but  it  is  certain  that  he  recognized 
the  marriage  relation  as  the  one  in  which  is  found  the  largest  amount 
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of  happiness  in  life.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  and 
was  buried  with  the  rites  of  that  order  in  St.  Clair  Cemetery,  in 
Greensburg,  Pa.,  followed  to  the  grave  by  numerous  friends,  many 
of  whom  remembering,  with  tearful  gratitude,  that  but  for  his  assidu- 
ous and  kind  services  to  them  when  sick,  they  must  have  preceded 
him  to  that  cheerless  place ;  while  the  sad" countenances  and  expres- 
sions of  all,  declared  how  deeply  they  regretted  his  premature  death. 
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CONSTITUTION 


MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


ARTICLE  I. 

TITLE  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  name  and  title  of  this  Association  shall  be  ^^  The  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania." 

ARTICLE  IL 

OBJECTS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  advancement  of  medical 
knowledge;  the  elevation  of  professional  character;  the  protection 
of  the  professional  interests  of  its  members ;  the  extension  of  the 
bounds  of  medical  science;  and  the  promotion  of  all  measures 
adapted  to  the  relief  of  suffering,  the  improvement  of  the  health, 
and  the  protection  of  the  lives  of  the  community. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

Sect.  1.  The  Society  shall  consist  of  delegates  and  permanent 
members.     • 

Sect.  2.  The  delegates  shall  receive  their  appointments  from  the 
county  societies :  Providedj  however,  that  the  officers  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  the  Chairmen  of  all  committees  who  have  reports  to  pre- 
sent, shall  be  delegates  ex-officio;  and  to  them  and  to  the  perma- 
nent members  shall  be  intrusted  the  management  of  the  business 
and  affairs  of  the  Society. 

Sect.  3.  Every  delegate,  before  admission  to  a  seat  in  the  Society, 
shall  produce  a  certificate  of  delegation  signed  by  the  president  or 
secretary  of  his  county  society,  and  shall  sign  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions, on  the  payment  of  the  assessment  due  from  such  society. 
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Sect.  4.  Every  delegate  shall  hold  his  appointment  for  one  year, 
or  until  another  is  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

Sect.  6.  Every  member  of  a  county  society  having  once  served 
as  delegate,  shall  thereafter  be  a  permanent  member  of  this  Society, 
so  long  as  he  conforms  to  its  regulations,  continues  to  reside  in 
the  county  from  which  be  was  originally  delegated,  and  is  in  good 
standing  in  his  county  society,  from  which,  before  he  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  at  the  sessions  of  this  Society,  he  shall  produce  a 
certifieate  setting  forth  these  facts. 

Sect.  6.  Permanent  members  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  participate 
in  discussions  and  elections,  and  have  all  the  privileges  of  delegates. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

OF  THE  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  four 
Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  two  Recording  Secre- 
taries (one  of  whom  shall  be  styled  Permanent  Secretary),  a  Treas- 
urer, and  five  Censors  for  each  of  the  six  censorial  districts. 

Sect.  2.  Each  officer  shall  be  elected  by  vote  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Societ}',  ou  a  general  ticket,  and  shall  serve  for  one  year, 
except  the  Permanent  Secretary,  who  shall  serve  five  years,  or  until 
another  is  elected  to  succeed  him. 

Sect.  3.  None  but  delegates  and  permanent  members,  who  are  in 
actual  attendance,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  offices  of  President,  Vice- 
Presidents,  Secretaries,  Treasurer,  or  Delegates  to  the  American 
Medical  Association  or  to  the  medical  societies  of  other  States;  but 
permanent  members,  not  present,  may  be  chosen  Censors,  and  ap- 
pointed upon  committees  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  V. 

OF    THE   COUNTY   SOCIETIES. 

Sect.  1.  The  members  of  the  profession  in  any  county  of  this 
State,  who  desire  so  to  do,  may  form  themselves  into  a  county 
society  :  Provided^  That  public  notice  of  the  proposed  meeting  for 
the  purpose  be  given,  and  that  all  the  regular  members  of  the  pro- 
fession in  the  county  be  invited  to  join  therein.  The  said  society 
may  adopt  rules  for  its  government,  provided  the  same  do  not  con- 
travene those  of  this  Society ;  may  elect  officers,  and  do  such  other 
matters  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  their  asso- 
ciation :  Provided  also^  That  in  any  county  where  no  society  exists, 
the  members  of  the  profession  in  such  county  shall  have  the  privi- 
lege of  uniting  with  the  Association  of  any  adjoining  city  or  county ; 
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which  merahership  shall  continue  during  the  time  that  no  organized 
society  shall  exist  in  the  county  in  which  they  reside. 

Sect.  2.  No  one  shall  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  a  county 
society,  unless  he  is  either  a  graduate  in  medicine  of  some  respect- 
able medical  school,  or  has  a  license  to  practise  from  some  board 
recognized  by  this  Society,  or  has  been  a  practitioner  for  at  least 
fifteen  years ;  and  who,  moreover,  is  in  good  moral  and  professional 
standing  in  the  place  where  he  resides,  and  is  a  regular  practitioner. 

Sect.  3.  Any  physician  who  shall  procure  a  patent  for  a  remedy, 
or  instrument  of  surgery,  or  who  sells  or  deals  in  or  uses  or  pre- 
scribes patent  remedies  or  nostrums,  or  who  shall  enter  into  a 
collusive  agreement  with  an  apothecary  to  receive  pecuniary  com- 
pensation or  patronage  for  sending  his  prescriptions  to  said  apothe- 
cary, or  who  prescribes  a  remedy  without  knowing  its  composition, 
or  who  shall  hereafter  give  a  certificate  in  favor  of  a  patent  remedy 
or  instrument,  shall  be  disqualified  from  becoming  or  remaining  a 
member  of  a  county  society. 

Sect.  4.  Every  county  society  shall  enforce  the  observance  by  its 
members  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  adopted  by  this  Society;  and  shall 
be  authorized  to  censure,  suspend,  or  expel  any  member  convicted 
of  violating  its  provisions. 

Sect.  5.  Any  member  of  a  county  society  who  is  censured,  sus- 
pended, or  expelled,  shall  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  censors  of 
the  district :  Provided,  the  said  appeal  be  filed  within  three  months 
after  the  date  of  said  act  of  censure,  suspension,  or  expulsion.  The 
decision  of  the  censors  shall  be  final.  Three  censors  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum. 

Sect.  6.  Members  of  this  Society  shall  be  debarred  from  consult- 
ing or  affording  the  privileges  of  professional  intercourse  with  any 
member  who  has  been  expelled  from  his  county  society  for  profes- 
sional misconduct,  or  violation  of  the  Code  of  Ethics. 

Sect.  1,  Each  county  society  shall  have  a  right  to  make  a  fee-bill 
for  regulating  the  charges  of  its  members  for  professional  services. 

Sect.  8.  The  county  societies  shall  hold,  at  least,  two  meetings 
in  each  year. 

Sect.  9.  If  any  county  medical  society  shall  neglect  to  pay  the 
assessment  for  the  Transactions  ot  any  preceding  year,  or  to  per- 
form all  such  acts  as  may  be  required  to  be  done  by  the  laws  of  this 
Society,  or  shall  commit  any  act  which  may  be  considered  deroga- 
tory to  the  honor  of  the  medical  profession,  such  county  society 
shall,  during  such  delinquency,  have  its  privileges  suspended,  and 
its  delegates  shall  not  be  entitled  to  seats  at  the  sessions  of  this 
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Society.  Neither  shall  any  permanent  member,  or  delegate  ex 
officio^  connected  with  such  county  society,  during  its  d^inquency, 
be  entitled  to  a  seat. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

MEETINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  Society  shall  hold  an  annual  meeting. 
ARTICLE  VIL 

OF  THE  FUNDS. 

Funds  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  annual  meetings,  and 
eurrent  expenses  of  the  Society,  shall  be  raised  by  an  assessment 
on  the  county  societies,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  delegates  to 
which  said  societies  may  be  entitled.  The  annual  income  of  this 
Sbciety,  other  than  from  real  estate,  however,  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars. 

ARTICLE  VIIL 

ON  DISCIPLINE. 

The  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
the  regulations  contained  in  Article  Y.  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be 
the  rules  for  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  members  of  this 
Society,  and  of  the  respective  county  societies  connected  with  it. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

OF  THE  CENSORIAL  DISTRICTS. 

The  State  shall  be  divided  into  Six  Censorial  Districts. 
ARTICLE  X. 

TENURE  OF  OFFICE. 

The  present  officers  of  the  Society  shall  continue  in  office  until 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  until  their  successors 
shall  be  lawfully  chosen. 
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ARTICLE  XL 

AMENDMENTS. 

Every  proposal  for  altering  or  amending  this  Constitution  shall 
be  made  in  writing ;  and,  if  such  alteration  or  amendment  receive 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  be  adopted ; 
but,  if  objections  be  made,  the  alteration  or  amendment  shall  lie  over 
until  the  next  annual  meeting,  when  it  may  be  adopted  by  a  majority 
of  two-thirds  of  the  voters  present. 
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BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE  I. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings,  preserve 
order,  perform  such  other  duties  as  custom  and  parliamentary  usage 
ma}'  require,  and  shall  open  the  annual  session  with  an  address. 
He  shall  not  be  eligible  two  terms  in  succession. 

Sect.  2.  The  Vice-Presidents,  when  called  upon,  shall  assist  the 
President  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and,  during  his  absence, 
or  at  his  request,  one  of  them,  in  the  order  of  their  seniority,  shall 
officiate  in  his  place. 

Sect.  3.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  corre- 
spondence, and  perform  such  other  duties  as  usually  appertain  to 
that  office. 

Sect.  4.  The  Recording  Secretaries  shall  keep  correct  minutes 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society.  They  shall,  in  all  cases,  notify 
the  chairmen  of  committees  of  their  appointments,  and  request 
them  to  answer  in  writing  whether  or  not  they  accept.  They  shall 
also  give  due  notice  of  the  annual  meetings.  The  Permanent 
Secretary  shall  take  charge  of  the  minute  books  and  other 
documents  of  the  Society  immediately  after  the  close  of  each 
session,  and  keep  them  during  the  intervals;  he  shall  also  have 
charge  of  all  other  papers  belonging  to  the  Society,  other  than 
those  appertaining  to  the  Treasurer  and  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Sect.  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  belonging  to  the 
Society,  and  disburse  them  as  directed,  preserving  vouchers  for  the 
same.  He  shall  annually  present  a  statement  of  the  finances  of 
the  Society,  which  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three 
delegates,  to  be  audited.  He  shall  give  security  for  the  faithfal 
performance  of  his  duties,  whenever  the  Society  shall  judge  it 
requisite. 

Sect.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Censors  of  each  district  to 
examine  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  county  societies ;  and,  if 
they  find  nothing  in  the  said  laws  and  regulations  contrary  to  the 
letter  or  spirit  of  those  of  this  Societ}',  the  Censors  shall  indorse 
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on  them  the  word  "  approved,"  with  their  signatures  and  the  date 
of  such  approval,  and  transmit  one  copy  to  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  this  Society,  and  another  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
County  Society. 

Sect.  7.  It  shall  also  be  their  duty,  in  case  of  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  a  county  society  by  a  member  who  may  conceive  him- 
self aggrieved  thereby,  to  examine  into  the  nierits  of  the  case,  and 
to  give  their  decision  thereon.  They  shall  report  their  decisions 
through  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  annually. 

ARTICLE  II. 

OP  THE  MEETINGS. 

The  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  shall  be  determined  by  the 
Nominating  Committee  for  each  year. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

OP  THE  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Sect.  1.  A  Standing  Committee  of  five  members  shall  be  ap-. 
pointed  annually,  a  majority  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  be  taken,  if 
possible,  from  the  county  in  which  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society 
is  to  be  held  ;  which  Committee  shall  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  the  annual  meeting,  and  report  their  proceedings  in 
writing  to  the  Society.  This  Committee  shall  also  act  as  the 
Committee  on  Credentials. 

Sect.  2.  The  Committee  of  Publication  shall  consist  of  seven 
members,  of  which  the  Recording,  the  Permanent,  and  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretaries,  and  the  Treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  shall 
form  part,  the  remainder  to  be  selected  from  the  body  of  the 
Society.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Publication  to 
prepare  from  the  reports  of  the  County  Societies  a  statistical  State 
Report,  which  shall  present  in  brief  and  together  all  the  points  of 
interest  contained  in  said  reports ;  but  to  exercise  discretionary 
power  to  publish  or  not  any  or  all  of  the  papers  referred  to  it, 
excepting  only  those  recommended  by  the  Standing  Committee. 

Sect.  3.  The  Committee  of  Publication  shall  issue  the  Transac- 
tions in  parfs^  to  be  paged  continuously ;  and,  when  as  many  are 
issued  as  will  form  a  volume  of  about  500  pages,  shall  append  an 
index  and  title  to  the  last  part. 

Sect.  4.  The  Committee  of  Nomination  shall  designate  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Publication,  who  shall  be  a  resident 
of  the  place  at  which  the  Transactions  are  to  be  published. 
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Sect.  5.  A  Standing  Committee  of  three  members  shall  be 
appointed  annually,  who  shall  examine  all  such  papers  as  may  be 
referred  to  them  by  county  societies  during  the  interim  of  the 
sessions  of  this  Society,  recommend  such  as  they  may  deem  worthy 
for  publication  in  the  Transactions,  and  select  one  or  more  to  be 
read  and  discussed  by  the  Society ;  provided,  that  the  papers  to 
be  read  and  discussed  shall  not  exceed  in  length  three  pages  of 
foolscap. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

OP  THE  CENSORIAL  DISTRICTS. 

Sect.  1.  The  first  Censorial  District  shall  comprise  the  counties 
of  Philadelphia,  Delaware,  Chester,  Montgomery,  Bucks,  Lehigh, 
Berks,  Schuylkill,  Lebanon,  Dauphin,  and  Lancaster. 

Sect.  2.  The  second,  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Carbon, 
Monroe,  Pike,  Wayne,  Susquehanna,  Wyoming,  Luzerne,  Colum- 
bia, Montour,  Northumberland,  and  Bradford. 

Sect.  3.  The  third,  of  Lycoming,  Tioga,  Potter,  Cameron^ 
Clinton,  Sullivan,  Centre,  and  Union. 

Sect.  4.  The  fourth,  of  Mifflin,  Snyder,  Juniata,  Huntingdon, 
Perry,  Cumberland,  Adams,  York,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Blair,  and 
Bedford. 

Sect.  5.  The  fifth,  of  Beaver,  Allegheny,  Washington,  Greene, 
Fayette,  Westmoreland,  Somerset,  Cambria,  Indiana,  Armstrong, 
and  Butler. 

Sect.  6.  The  sixth,  of  Mercer,  Lawrence,  Venango,  Clarion, 
Jefferson,  Crawford,  Erie,  Warren,  Forest,  Elk,  McKean,  and 
Clearfield;  and  such  counties  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  formed  of 
the  above  counties  in  each  district. 

Sect.  7.  For  the  present,  the  Censors  for  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Districts  shall  be  elected  conjointly,  and  shall  have  full  and 
complete  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  in  either  of  these  districts^ 

ARTICLE  V. 

OP  THE  COUNTY  SOCIETIES. 

Sect.  1.  As  soon  as  a  county  society  is  organized,  the  Secretary 
thereof  shall  transmit  to  the  Censors  of  the  district  two  copies  of 
its  rules  and  regulations,  with  the  names  of  the  ofi^cers  and 
members ;  and,  as  soon  as  one  of  the  said  copies  is  returned  with 
the  approval  of  the  said  Censors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  the 
Society  shall  be  authorized  to  elect  one  delegate  to  this  Society 
for  every  five  of  its  members,  and  one  additional  delegate  for 
every  fractional  part  over  one-half,  and  one  delegate  where  the 
society  does  not  consist  of  five  members. 
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Sect.  2.  The  county  societies  shall  report  annually  to  this  Society 
a  list  of  their  officers  and  members,  any  new  rules  which  they  may 
adopt,  and  such  other  matters  as  they  may*  deem  interesting. 

Sect.  3.  Each  county  society  shall  have  full  authority  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  it  may  deem  most  efficient  for  mutual  improvement, 
for  exciting  a  spirit  of  emulation,  for  facilitating  the  dissemination 
of  useful  information,  for  promoting  friendly  intercourse  among  its 
members,  and  for  the  advancement  of  medical  science. 

Sect.  4.  Each  report  from  a  county  society  which  exceeds  three 
pages  of  foolscap  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  brief  abstract,  which 
latter  only  shall  be  read  before  this  Society. 

Sect.  5.  Each  county  society  shall  append  to  its  annual  report 
brief  notices  of  such  of  its  members  as  may  have  died  during  the 
year. 

Sect.  6.  The  secretaries  of  the  county  societies,  at  least  two 
weeks  before  each  annual  session  of  this  Society,  shall  forward 
certified  lists  of  their  respective  delegates  to  the  Permanent  Secre- 
tary, who  shall  therefrom  prepare  a  list  of  all  the  delegates  to  be 
handed  to  the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

Sect.  7.  County  societies  shall  encourage  the  preparation  of  brief 
papers  by  their  members,  communicating  the  results  of  their  obser- 
vations and  experiments  in  medicine  and  surgery,  and  particularly 
in  regard  to  new  remedies,  and  the  new  application  of  old  remedies, 
or  notes  of  rare  and  interesting  cases ;  and  refer  such  of  these  papers 
as  they  may  deem  meritorious  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  this 
Society  for  examination,  discussion,  or  publication,  as  the  latter 
may  direct. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

DELEGATES. 

Sect.  1.  The  delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association  and 
to  the  several  State  societies  shall  report  briefly,  in  writing,  such 
items  of  general  interest  as  may  have  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
bodies  to  which  they  were  respectively  delegated. 

Sect.  2.  Should  any  representative  from  this  Society  to  a  sister 
society,  or  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  find  that  he  shall 
not  be  able  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  appointment,  he  shall,  in 
due  time,  notify  the  President  of  this  Society,  who,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Censors  of  the  district  to  which  the  representative  belongs,, 
shall  appoint  some  member  to  supply  his  place. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

OF  THE  ORDER  OF   BUSINESS. 

1.  The  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Yiee-Presidents^ 
shall  call  to  order;  or,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  all  these  officers,  a 
chairman  shall  be  appointed  pro  tempore. 

2.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  and  Credentials. 

3.  Calling  the  roll. 

4.  President's  address. 

5.  Reading  the  minutes. 

6.  Any  business  which  requires  early  consideration  may,  by  per- 
mission, be  introduced. 

T.  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

8.  Reports  from  the  county  societies. 

9.  The  correspondence  shall  be  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary. 

l!o.  Reports  from  the  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation and  State  societies. 

11.  Written  communications  on  medical  subjects  may  be  read 
and  discussed. 

12.  Oral  communications  may  be  made  and  discussed. 

13.  Resolutions  introducing  new  business. 

14.  The  selection  of  a  place  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

15.  Election  of  officers. 

16.  Unfinished  and  miscellaneous  business. 
IT.  Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  YIII. 

PROVISIONS  FOR  AMENDMENTS. 

Every  proposal  for  altering  or  amending  these  By-Laws  shall  be 
made  in  writing;  and  if  such  alteration  or  amendment  receive  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  be  adopted ;  but 
if  objections  be  made,  the  alteration  or  amendment  shall  lie  over 
until  the  next  annual  meeting,  when,  if  it  receive  the  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  voters  present,  it  shall  be  adopted. 
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STANDING  RESOLUTIONS. 


The  Society  ordered  fifty  copies  of  the  Transactions^  over  the 
number  requisite  for  distribution  by  the  Society,  to  be  published. 
(Vide  Transactions  for  1863,  p.  174.) 

Eesolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Society  deem  it  unadvisable 
to  send  their  students  to  schools  whose  teachers  do  not  become 
members  of  a  county  society.  (Tide  Transactions  for  1866,  page 
18.) 

Besolved,  That  this  Society  earnestly  recommends  to  the  county 
societies  the  annual  registration  of  all  the  regular  practitioners  of 
the  State,  and  that  the  names  and  residences  of  such  practitioners, 
with  the  names  of  the  schools  in  which  they  may  have  graduated 
and  the  date  of  their  diplomas,  be  annually  reported  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  each  new  year,  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  reported  by  him  at  each  annual  meet- 
ing.    (Vide  Transactions  for  1869,  page  276.) 

Whereas^  The  meetings  of  this  Society  are  a  cause  of  great 
trouble  and  expense  to  the  physicians  of  the  place  where  they  are 
held,  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  hereafter  all  public  entertainments  on  their  part 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  instead  thereof  thece  shall  be  an  annual 
dinner,  towards  the  payment  of  which  each  member  subscribing  to 
it  shall  contribute  an  equal  sum.  (Vide  Transactions  for  1870, 
page  23.) 

Resolved^  That  this  provision  is  not  designed  to  conflict  in  any 
manner  with  the  acceptance  on  the  part  of  the  Society  of  private 
entertainments  by  physicians  and  citizens  of  the  place  of  meeting. 
{Ihid.) 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  omit  from  the  roll 
of  permanent  membei^s,  according  to  the  Constitution,  all  names  in 
regard  to  which  they  have  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  are  no 
longer  retained  on  the  roll  of  members  of  the  county  society  from 
which  they  were  originally  delegated,  or  through  which  the}'  ob- 
tained their  permanent  membership  in  this  Society.  (Vide  Trans- 
actions for  1870,  page  26.) 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  be  also  instructed  to  print  here- 
after, for  convenient  reference,  the  names  of  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  all  the  county  societies,  together,  at  the  end  of  each  number 
of  the  Transactions,  in  alphabetical  order,  the  officers  of  said  socie- 
ties to  be  designated  by  their  appropriate  initials.     (Ibid,) 

Resolved,  That  in  order  that  the  Transactions  may  serve  more 
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fully  as  a  directory  for  learning  the  named  and  residences  of  the 
respectable  practitioners  in  the  counties  in  which  county  organiza- 
tions exist,  the  societies  be  again  urged  to  carry  out  more  faithfully 
the  law  of  this  Society,  requiring  each  county  society  to  furnish 
annually  for  publication  a  correct  list  of  its  officers  and  members. 

Resolved^  That  since  many  numbers  of  the   Transactions  are 
entirely  out  of  print,  the  Permanent  Secretary  and  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  exchange  any  numbers  of  the  Transactions  of  which* 
there  are  on  hand  more  than  five  copies  for  any  number  of  which 
the  Society  has  none.    (Ibid.) 

Besolvedj  That  in  the  future  a  committee  of  three  on  unfinished 
business  shall  be  appointed  at  the  beginning  of  each  annual  ses- 
sion.    (Vide  Transactions  for  18T3,  page  31.) 
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OF  THE  DUTIES  OP  PHYSICIANS  TO  THEIR  PATIENTS,  AND  OP  THE 
OBLIGATIONS  OP  PATIENTS  TO  THEIR  PHYSICIANS. 

Art.  I. — Duties  of  physicians  to  their  patients. 

§  1.  A  physician  should  not  only  be  ever  ready  to  obey  the  calls 
of  the  sick,  but  his  mind  ought  also  to  be  imbued  with  the  greatness 
of  his  mission,  and  the  responsibility  he  habitually  incurs  in  its  dis- 
charge. Those  obligations  are  the  more  deep  and  enduring,  because 
there  is  no  tribunal  other  than  his  own  conscience  to  adjudge  penal- 
ties for  carelessness  or  neglect.  Physicians  should,  therefore,  min- 
ister to  the  sick  with  due  impressions  of  the  importance  of  their 
office ;  reflecting  that  the  ease,  the  health,  and  the  lives  of  those 
committed  to  their  charge  depend  on  their  skill,  attention,  and  fide- 
lity. They  should  study,  also,  in  their  deportment,  so  to  unite  ten- 
derness with ^rmness,  and  condescenBionYriih.  authority^  as  to  inspire 
the  minds  of  their  patients  with  gratitude,  respect,  and  confidence. 

§  2.  Every  case  committed  to  the  charge  of  a  physician  should 
be  treated  with  attention,  steadiness,  and  humanity.  Reasonable 
indulgence  should  be  granted  to  the  mental  imbecility  and  caprices 
of  the  sick.  Secrecy  and  delicacy,  when  required  by  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, should  be  strictly  observed ;  and  the  familiar  and 
confidential  Intercourse  to  which  physicians  are  admitted  in  their 
professional  visits,  should  be  used  with  discretion,  and  with  the 
most  scrupulous  regard  to  fidelity  and  honor.  The  obligation  of 
secrecy  extends  beyond  the  period  of  professional  services ; — none 
of  the  privacies  of  personal  and  domestic  life,  no  infirmity  of  dispo- 
sition or  flaw  of  character  observed  during  professional  attendance, 
should  ever  be  divulged  by  the  physician  except  when  he  is  impera. 
tively  required  to  do  so.  The  force  and  necessity  of  this  obligation 
are  indeed  so  great,  that  professional  men  have,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, been  protected  in  their  observance  of  secrecy  by  courts 
of  justice. 
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§  3.  Frequent  visits  to  the  sick  are  in  general  requisite,  since  they 
enable  the  physician  to  arrive  at  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
disease — to  meet  promptlj'^  every  change  which  may  occur,  and  also 
tend  to  preserve  the  confidence  of  the  patient.  But  unnecessary 
visits  are  to  be  avoided,  as  they  give  useless  anxiety  to  the  patient, 
tend  to  diminish  the  authority  of  the  physician,  and  render  him  lia- 
ble to  be  suspected  of  interested  motives. 

§  4.  A  physician  should  not  be  forward  to  make  gloomy  prognos- 
tications, because  they  savor  of  empiricism,  by  magnifying  the  impoilr 
ance  of  his  services  in  the  treatment  or  cure  of  the  disease.  But  he 
should  not  fail,  on  proper  occasions,  to  give  to  the  friends  of  the 
patient  timely  notice  of  danger  when  it  really  occurs ;  and  even  to 
the  patient  himself,  if  absolutely  necessary.  This  oflice,  however,  is 
so  peculiarly  alarming  when  executed  by  him,  that  it  ought  to  be  de- 
clined whenever  it  can  be  assigned  to  any  other  person  of  sufficient 
judgment  and  delicacy.  For  the  physician  should  be  the  minister 
of  hope  and  comfort  to  the  sick ;  that,  by  such  cordials  to  the  droop- 
ing spirit,  he  may  smooth  the  bed  of  death,  revive  eypiring  life,  and 
counteract  the  depressing  influence  of  those  maladies  which  often 
disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  most  resigned  in  their  last  moments. 
The  life  of  a  sick  person  can  be  shortened  not  only  by  the  acts,  but 
also  by  the  words  or  the  manner,  of  a  physician.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
sacred  duty  to  guard  himself  carefully  in  this  respect,  and  to  avoid 
all  things  which  have  a  tendency  to  discourage  the  patient  and  to 
depress  his  spirits. 

§  5.  A  physician  ought  not  to  abandon  a  patient  because  the  case 
is  deemed  incurable ;  for  his  attendance  may  continue  to  be  highly 
useful  to  the  patient,  and  comforting  to  the  relatives  around  him, 
even  in  the  last  period  of  a  fatal  malady,  by  alleviating  pain  and 
other  symptoms,  and  by  soothing  mental  anguish.  To  decline  at- 
tendance, under  such  circumstances,  would  be  sacrificing,  to  fanciful 
delicacy  and  mistaken  liberality,  that  moral  duty,  which  is  independ- 
ent of,  and  far  superior  to,  all  pecuniary  consideration. 

§  6.  Consultations  should  be  promoted  in  difficult  or  protracted 
cases,  as  they  give  rise  to  confidence,  energy,  and  more  enlarged 
views  in  practice. 

§  T.  The  opportunity  which  a  physician  not  unfrequently  enjoys 
of  promoting  and  strengthening  the  good  resolutions  of  his  patient, 
suffering  under  the  consequences  of  vicious  conduct,  ought  never 
to  be  neglected.  His  counsels,  or  even  remonstrances,  will  give 
satisfaction,  not  offence,  if  they  be  proffered  with  politeness,  and 
evince  a  genuine  love  of  virtue,  accompanied  by  sincere  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  person  to  whom  they  are  addressed. 
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Art.  II. — Obligations  of  patients  to  their  physicians. 

§  I.  The  members  of  the  medical  profession,  upon  whom  is  en- 
joined the  performance  of  so  many  important  and  arduous  duties 
towards  the  community,  and  who  are  required  to  make  so  many 
sacrifices  of  comfort,  ease,  and  health,  for  the  welfare  of  those  who 
avail  themselves  of  their  services,  certainly  have  a  right  to  expect 
and  require,  that  their  patients  should  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the 
duties  which  they  owe  to  their  medical  attendants. 

§  2.  The  first  duty  of  a  patient  is  to  select  as  his  medical  adviser 
one  who  has  received  a  regular  professional  education.  In  no  trade 
or  occupation  do  mankind  rely  on  the  skill  of  an  untaught  artist ; 
and  in  medicine,  confessedly  the  most  difficult  and  intricate  of  the 
sciences,  the  world  ought  not  to  suppose  that  knowledge  is  intuitive. 

§  3.  Patients  should  prefer  a  physician  whose  habits  of  life  are 
regular,  and  who  is  not  devoted  to  company,  pleasure,  or  to  any 
pursuit  incompatible  with  his  professional  obligations.  A  patient 
should,  also,  confide  the  care  of  hin^elf  and  family,  as  much  as 
possible,  to  one  physician ;  for  a  medical  man  who  has  become 
acquainted  with  the  peculiarities  of  constitution,  habits,  and  pre- 
dispositions of  those  he  attends,  is  more  likely  to  be  successful  in 
his  treatment  than  one  who  does  not  possess  that  knowledge. 

A  patient  who  has  thus  selected  his  physician  should  always 
apply  for  advice  in  what  may  appear  to  him  trivial  cases,  for  the 
most  fatal  results  often  supervene  on  the  slightest  accidents.  It  is 
of  still  more  importance  that  he  should  apply  for  assistance  in  the 
forming  stage  of  violent  diseases ;  it  is  to  a  neglect  of  this  precept 
that  medicine  owes  much  of  the  uncertainty  and  imperfection  with 
which  it  has  been  reproached. 

§  4.  Patients  should  faithfully  and  unreservedly  communicate  to 
their  physician  the  supposed  cause  of  their  disease.  This  is  the 
more  important,  as  many  diseases  of  a  mental  origin  simulate  those 
depending  on  external  causes,  and  yet  are  only  to  be  cured  by 
ministering  to  the  mind  diseased.  A  patient  should  never  be  afraid 
of  thus  making  his  physician  his  friend  and  adviser ;  he  should 
always  bear  in  mind  that  a  medical  man  is  under  the  strongest 
obligations  of  secrecy.  Even  the  female  sex  should  never  allow 
feelings  of  shame  or  delicacy  to  prevent  their  disclosing  the  seat,, 
symptoms,  and  causes  of  complaints  peculiar  to  them.  However 
commendable  a  modest  reserve  may  be  in  the  common  occurrences 
of  life,  its  strict  observance  in  medicine  is  often  attended  with  the 
most  serious  consequences,  and  a  patient  may  sink  under  a  painful 
VOL.  X.  18  * 
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and  loathsome  disease  which  might  have  been  readily  prevented 
had  timely  intimation  been  given  to  the  physician. 

§  5.  A  patient  should  never  weary  his  physician  with  a  tedions 
detail  of  events  or  matters  not  appertaining  to  his  disease.  Even 
as  relates  to  his  actual  symptoms,  he  will  convey  much  more  real 
information  by  giving  clear  answers  to  interrogatories,  than  by 
the  most  minute  account  of  his  own  framing.  Neither  should  he 
obtrude  upon  his  physician  the  details  of  his  business  nor  the 
history  of  his  family  concerns. 

§  6.  The  obedience  of  a  patient  to  the  prescriptions  of  his  phy- 
sician should  be  prompt  and  implicit.  He  should  never  permit  his 
own  crude  opinions  as  to  their  fitness  to  influence  his  attention  to 
them.  A  failure  in  one  particular  may  render  an  otherwise  judicious 
treatment  dangerous,  and  even  fatal.  This  remark  is  equally  appli- 
cable to  diet,  drink,  and  exercise.  As  patients  become  convalescent, 
they  are  very  apt  to  suppose  that  the  rules  prescribed  for  them 
may  be  disregarded,  and  the  consequence,  but  too  often,  is  a  relapse. 
Patients  should  never  allow  themselves  to  be  persuaded  to  take 
any  medicine  whatever,  that  may  be  recommended  to  them  by  the 
self-constituted  doctors  and  doctresses  who  are  so  frequently  met 
with,  and  who  pretend  to  possess  infallible  remedies  for  the  cure  of 
every  disease.  However  simple  some  of  their  prescriptions  may 
appear  to  be,  it  often  happens  that  they  are  productive  of  much 
mischief,  and  in  all  cases  they  are  injurious,  by  contravening  the 
plan  of  treatment  adopted  by  the  physician. 

§  T.  A  patient  should,  if  possible,  avoid  even  the  friendly  visits 
of  a  physician  who  is  not  attending  him — and  when  he  does  receive 
them,  he  should  never  converse  on  the  subject  of  his  disease,  as  an 
observation  may  be  made,  without  any  intention  of  interference, 
which  may  destroy  his  confidence  in  the  course  he  is  pursuing, 
and  induce  him  to  neglect  the  directions  prescribed  to  him.  A 
patient  should  never  send  for  a  consulting  physician  without  the 
express  consent  of  his  own  medical  attendant.  It  is  of  great  im- 
portance that  physicians  should  act  in  concert ;  for,  although  their 
modes  of  treatment  may  be  attended  with  equal  success  when  em- 
ployed singly,  yet  conjointly  they  are  very  likely  to  be  productive 
of  disastrous  results. 

§  8.  When  a  patient  wishes  to  dismiss  his  physician,  justice  and 
common  courtesy  require  that  he  should  declare  his  reasons  for  so 
doing. 

§  9.  Patients  should  always,  when  practicable,  send  for  their 
physician  in  the  morning,  before  his  usual  hour  of  going  out ;  for, 
by  being  early  aware  of  the  viiyts  he  has  to  p^y  during  the  day, 
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"tlie  physician  is  able  to  apportion  his  time  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
prevent  an  interference  of  engagements.  Patients  should  also 
avoid  calling  on  their  medical  adviser  unnecessarily  during  the 
liours  devoted  to  meals  or  sleep.  They  should  always  be  in  readi- 
ness to  receive  the  visits  of  their  physician,  as  the  detention  of  a 
few  minutes  is  often  of  serious  inconvenience  to  him. 

§  10.  A  patient  should,  after  his  recovery,  entertain  a  just  and 
enduring  sense  of  the  value  of  the  services  rendered  him  by  his 
physician;  for  these. are  of  such  a  character,  that  no  mere  pecuniary 
acknowledgment  can  repay  or  cancel  them. 

OP  THE  DUTIES  OP  PHYSICIANS  TO  EACH  OTHER,  AND  TO  THE 
PROFESSION  AT  LARGE. 

Art.  I. — Duties  for  the  support  ofprofessional  character. 

§  1.  Every  individual,  on  entering  the  profession,  as  he  becomes 
thereby  entitled  to  all  its  privileges  and  immunities,  incurs  an  obli- 
gation to  exert  his  best  abilities  to  maintain  its  dignity  and  honor, 
to  exalt  its  standing,  and  to  extend  the  bounds  of  its  useMness 
He  should,  therefore,  observe  strictly  such  laws  as  are  instituted 
for  the  government  of  its  members ; — should  avoid  all  contumelious 
and  sarcastic  remarks  relative  to  the  faculty  as  a  body ;  and  while, 
by  unwearied  diligence,  he  resorts  to  every  honorable  means  of 
enriching  the  science,  he  should  entertain  a  due  respect  for  his 
seniors,  who  have,  by  their  labors,  brought  it  to  the  elevated 
condition  in  which  he  finds  it. 

§  2.  There  is  no  profession,  from  the  members  of  which  greater 
purity  of  character,  and  a  higher  standard  of  moral  excellence,  are 
required,  than  the  medical ;  and  to  attain  such  eminence  is  a  duty 
every  physician  owes  alike  to  his  profession  and  to  his  patients. 
It  is  due  to  the  latter,  as  without  it  he  cannot  command  their 
respect  and  confidence,  and  to  both  because  no  scientific  attain- 
ments can  compensate  for  the  want  of  correct  moral  principles. 
It  is  also  incumbent  upon  the  faculty  to  be  temperate  in  all  things, 
for  the  practice  of  physic  requires  the  unremitting  exercise  of  a 
clear  and  vigorous  understanding ;  and,  on  emergencies  for  which 
no  professional  man  should  be  unprepared,  a  steady  hand,  an  acute 
eye,  and  an  unclouded  head  may  be  essential  to  the  well-being,  and 
even  to  the  life,  of  a  fellow-creature. 

§  3.  It  is  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  profession  to  resort  to 
public  advertisements,  or  private  cards,  or  handbills,  inviting  the 
attention  of  individuals  a£fected  with  particular  diseases — publicly 
offering  advice  and  medicine  to  the  poor  gratis,  or  promising 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


264  CODE    OF    MEDICAL    ETHICS. 

radical  cures;  or  to  publish  cases  and  operations  in  the  daily 
prints,  or  suffer  such  publications  to  be  made ;  to  invite  laymen  to 
be  present  at  operations,  to  boast  of  cures  and  remedies,  to  adduce 
certificates  of  skill  and  success,  or  to  perform  any  other  similar 
acts.  These  are  the  ordinary  practices  of  empirics,  and  are  highly 
reprehensible  in  a  regular  physician. 

§  4.  Equally  derogatory  to  professional  character  is  it  for  a 
physician  to  hold  a  patent  for  any  surgical  instrument  or  medicine; 
or  to  dispense  a  secret  nostrum^  whether  it  be  the  composition  or 
exclusive  property  of  himself  or  of  others.  For,  if  such  nostrum 
be  of  real  efficacy,  any  concealment  regarding  it  is  inconsistent 
with  beneficence  and  professional  liberality ;  and  if  mystery  alone 
give  it  value  and  importance,  such  craft  implies  either  disgraceful 
ignorance  or  fraudulent  avarice.  It  is  also  reprehensible  for 
physicians  to  give  certificates  attesting  the  efficacy  of  patent  or 
secret  medicines,  or  in  any  way  to  promote  the  use  of  them. 

Art:  II. — Professional  services  of  physicians  to  each  other. 

§  1 .  All  practitioners  of  medicine,  their  wives,  and  their  children 
while  under  the  paternal  care,  are  entitled  to  the  gratuitous  ser- 
vices of  any  one  or  more  of  the  faculty  residing  near  them,  whose 
assistance  may  be  desired.  A  physician  afflicted  with  disease  is 
usually  an  incompetent  judge  of  his  own  case;  and  the  natural 
anxiety  and  solicitude  which  he  experiences  at  the  sickness  of  a 
wife,  a  child,  or  any  one  who,  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity,  is  ren- 
dered peculiarly  dear  to  him,  tend  to  obscure  his  judgment,  and 
produce  timidity  and  irresolution  in  his  practice.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, medical  men  are  peculiarly  dependent  upon  each  other, 
and  kind  offices  and  professional  aid  should  always  be  cheerfully 
and  gratuitously  afforded.  Visits  ought  not,  however,  to  be  ob- 
truded officiously;  as  such  unasked  civility  may  give  rise  to 
embarrassment,  or  interfere  with  that  choice  on  which  confidence 
depends.  But,  if  a  distant  member  of  the  faculty,  whose  circum- 
stances are  affluent,  request  attendance,  and  an  honorarium  be 
offered,  it  should  not  be  declined;  for  no  pecuniary  obligation 
ought  to  be  imposed,  which  the  party  receiving  it  would  wish  not 
to  incur. 

Art.  III. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  as  respects  vicarious  offices. 

§  I.  The  affiairs  of  life,  the  pursuit  of  health,  and  the  various 
accidents  and  contingencies  to  which  a  medical  man  is  peculiarly 
exposed,  sometimes  require  him  temporarily  to  withdraw  from  his 
duties  to  his  patients,  and  to  request  some  of  his  professional 
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"brethren  to  oflSciate  for  him.  Compliance  with  this  request  is  an 
SLct  of  courtesy,  which  should  always  be  performed  with  the  utmost 
consideration  for  the  interest  and  character  of  the  family  physician,- 
and,  when  exercised  for  a  short  period,  all  the  pecuniary  obligations 
for  such  service  should  be  awarded  to  him.  But,  if  a  member  of 
t;he  profession  neglect  his  business  in  quest  of  pleasure  and  amuse- 
ment, he  cannot  be  considered  as  entitled  to  the  advantages  of  the 
frequent  and  long-continued  exercise  of  this  fraternal  courtesy? 
-without  awarding  to  the  physician  who  officiates  the  fees  arising 
from  the  discharge  of  his  professional  duties. 

In  obstetrical  and  important  surgical  cases,  which  give  rise  to 
unusual  fatigue,  anxiety,  and  responsibility,  it  is  just  that  the 
fees  accruing  therefrom  should  be  awarded  to  the  physician  who 
officiates. 

Art.  IV. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  in  regard  to  consultations. 

§  1.  A  regular  medical  education  furnishes  the  only  presump- 
tive evidence  of  professional  abilities  and  acquirements,  and  ought 
to  be  the  only  acknowledged  right  of  an  individual  to  the  exercise 
and  honors  of  his  profession.  Nevertheless,  as  in  consultations 
the  good  of  the  patient  is  the  sole  object  in  view,  and  this  is  often 
dependent  on  personal  confidence,  no  intelligent  regular  practitioner, 
who  has  a  license  to  practise  from  some  medical  board  of  known 
and  acknowledged  respectability  recognized  by  the  American  Med- 
ical Association,  and  who  is  in  good  moral  and  professional  standing 
in  the  place  in  which  he  resides,  should  be  fastidiously  excluded 
from  fellowship,  or  his  aid  refused  in  consultation  when  it  is  re- 
quested by  the  patient.  But  no  one  can  be  considered  as  a  regular 
practitioner,  or  a  fit  associate  in  consultation,  whose  practice  is 
based  on  an  exclusive  dogma,  to  the  rejection  of  the  accumulated 
experience  of  the  profession,  and  of  the  aids  actually  furnished  by 
anatomy,  physiology,  pathology,  and  organic  chemistry. 

§  2.  In  consultations,  no  rivalship  or  jealousy  should  be  in- 
dulged ;  candor,  probity,  and  all  due  respect  should  be  exercised 
towards  the  physician  having  charge  of  the  case. 

§  3.  In  consultations,  the  attending  physician  should  be  the  first 
to  propose  the  necessary  questions  to  the  sick;  after  which  the  con- 
sulting physician  should  have  the  opportunity  to  make  such  further 
inquiries  of  the  patient  as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  him  of  the 
true  character  of  the  case.  Both  physicians  should  then  retire  to  a 
private  place  for  deliberation ;  and  the  one  first  in  attendance  should 
communicate  the  directions  agreed  upon  to  the  patient  or  his  friends, 
as  well  as  any  opinions  which  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  express. 
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But  no  statement  or  discussion  of  it  should  take  place  before  the 
patient  or  his  friends,  except  in  the  presence  of  all  the  faculty  at- 
tending, and  by  their  common  consent ;  and  no  opinions  or  prognos- 
tications should  be  delivered  which  are  not  the  result  of  pre^dous 
deliberation  and  concurrence. 

§  4.  In  consultations,  the  physician  in  attendance  should  deliver 
his  opinion  jSrst;  and,  when  there  are  several  consulting,  they  should 
deliver  their  opinions  in  the  order  in  which  they  have  been  called 
in.  No  decision,  however,  should  restrain  the  attending  physician 
from  making  such  variations  in  the  mode  of  treatment  as  any  sub- 
sequent unexpected  change  in  the  character  of  the  case  may  demand. 
But  such  variation  and  the  reasons  for  it  ought  to  be  carefully  de- 
tailed at  the  next  meeting  in  consultation.  The  same  privilege 
l^elongs  also  to  the  consulting  physician  if  he  is  sent  for  in  an  emer- 
gency, when  the  regular  attendant  is  out  of  the  way,  and  similar 
explanations  must  be  made  by  him  at  the  next  consultation. 

§  5.  The  utmost  punctuality  should  be  observed  in  the  visits  of 
physicians  when  they  are  to  hold  consultation  together,  and  this  is 
generally  practicable,  for  society  has  been  considerate  enough  to 
allow  the  plea  of  a  professional  engagement  to  take  precedence  of 
all  others,  and  to  be  an  ample  reason  for  the  relinquishment  of  any 
present  occupation.  But,  as  professional  engagements  may  some- 
times interfere,  and  delay  one  of  the  parties,  the  physician  who  first 
arrives  should  wait  for  his  associate  a  reasonable  period,  after  which 
the  consultation  should  be  considered  as  postponed  to  a  new  ap- 
pointment. If  it  be  the  attending  physician  who  is  present,  he  will 
of  course  see  the  patient  and  prescribe ;  but  if  it  be  the  consulting 
one,  he  should  retire,  except  in  case  of  emergency,  or  when  he  has 
been  called  from  a  considerable  distance,  in  which  latter  case  he 
may  examine  the  patient,  and  give  his  opinion  in  writing^  and  under 
seal^  to  be  delivered  to  his  associate. 

§  6.  In  consultations,  theoretical  discussions  should  be  avoided, 
as  occasioning  perplexity  and  loss  of  time.  For  there  may  be  much 
diversity  of  opinion  concerning  speculative  points,  with  perfect 
agreement  in  those  modes  of  practice  which  are  founded,  not  on 
hypothesis,  but  on  experience  and  observation. 

§  7.  All  discussions  in  consultation  should  be  held  as  secret  and 
confidential.  Neither  by  words  nor  manner  should  any  of  the 
parties  to  a  consultation  assert  or  insinuate  that  any  part  of  the 
treatment  pursued  did  not  receive  his  assent.  The  responsibility 
must  be  equally  divided  between  the  medical  attendants — ^they 
must  equally  share  the  credit  of  success  as  well  as  the  blame  of 
failure. 
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§  8.  Should  an  irreconcilable  diversity  of  opinion  occur  when 
several  physicians  are  called  upon  to  consult  together,  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  should  be  considered  as  decisive ;  but,  if  the  num- 
bers be  equal  on  each  side,  then  the  decision  should  rest  with  the 
attending  physician.  It  may,  moreover,  sometimes  happen,  that 
two  physicians  cannot  agree  in  their  views  of  the  nature  of  a  case, 
and  the  treatment  to  be  pursued.  This  is  a  circumstance  much  to 
be  deplored,  and  should  always  be  avoided,  if  possible,  by  mutual 
concessions,  as  far  as  they  can  be  justiiSed  by  a  conscientious  regard 
for  the  dictates  of  judgment.  But,  in  the  event  of  its  occurrence,  a 
third  physician  should,  if  practicable,  be  called  to  act  as  umpire;  and 
if  circumstances  prevent  the  adoption  of  this  course,  it  must  be  lefb 
to  the  patient  to  select  the  physician  in  whom  he  is  most  willing  to 
confide.  But,  as  every  physician  relies  upon  the  rectitude  of  his 
judgment,  he  should,  when  lefb  in  the  minority,  politely  and  consist- 
ently retire  from  any  further  deliberation  in  the  consultation,  or 
participation  in  the  management  of  the  case. 

§  9.  As  circumstances  sometimes  occur  to  render  a  special  con- 
sultation desirable,  when  the  continued  attendance  of  two  physicians 
might  be  objectionable  to  the  patient,  the  member  of  the  faculty 
whose  assistance  is  required  in  such  cases  should  sedulously  guard 
against  all  future  unsolicited  attendance.  As  such  consultations 
require  an  extraordinary  portion  both  of  time  and  attention,  at 
least  a  double  honorarium  may  be  reasonably  expected. 

§  10.  A  physician  who  is  called  upon  to  consult  should  observe 
the  most  honorable  and  scrupulous  regard  for  the  character  and 
standing  of  the  practitioner  in  attendance ;  the  practice  of  the  lat- 
ter, if  necessary,  should  be  justified  as  far  as  it  can  be,  consistently 
with  a  conscientious  regard  for  truth,  and  no  hint  or  insinuation 
should  be  thrown  out  which  could  impair  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him,  or  affect  his  reputation.  The  consulting  physician  should 
also  carefully  refrain  from  any  of  those  extraordinary  attentions  or 
assiduities,  which  are  too  often  practised  by  the  dishonest  for  the 
base  purpose  of  gaining  applause,  or  ingratiating  themselves  into 
the  favor  of  families  and  individuals. 

Art.  V. — Duties  of  physicians  in  cases  of  interference. 

§  1.  Medicine  is  a  liberal  profession,  and  those  admitted  into  its 
ranks  should  found  their  expectations  of  practice  upon  the  extent 
of  their  qualifications,  not  intrigue  or  artifice. 

§  2.  A  physician,  in  his  intercourse  with  a  patient  under  the  care 
of  another  practitioner,  should  observe  the  strictest  caution  and 
reserve.    No  meddling  inquiries  should  be  made,  no  disingenuous 
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hints  given  relative  to  the  nature  and  treatment  of  his  disorder,  nor 
any  course  of  conduct  pursued  that  may  directly  or  indirectly  tend 
to  diminish  the  trust  reposed  in  the  physician  employed. 

§  3.  The  same  circumspection  and  reserve  should  be  observed 
when,  from  motives  of  business  or  friendship,  a  physician  is 
prompted  to  visit  an  individual  who  is  under  the  direction  of 
another  practitioner.  Indeed,  such  visits  should  be  avoided  except 
under  peculiar  circumstances ;  and,  when  they  are  made,  no  par- 
ticular inquiries  should  be  instituted  relative  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  or  the  remedies  employed,  but  the  topics  of  conversation 
should  be  as  foreign  to  the  case  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

§  4.  A  physician  ought  not  to  take  charge  of  or  prescribe  for  a 
patient  who  has  recently  been  under  the  care  of  another  member  of 
the  faculty  in  the  same  illness,  except  in  cases  of  sudden  emergency, 
or  in  consultation  with  the  physician  previously  in  attendance,  or 
when  the  latter  has  relinquished  the  case,  or  been  regularly  notified 
that  his  services  are  no  longer  desired.  Under  such  circumstances, 
no  unjust  and  illiberal  insinuations  should  be  thrown  out  in  relation 
to  the  conduct  or  practice  previously  pursued,  which  should  be 
justified  as  far  as  candor  and  regard  for  truth  and  probity  will 
permit ;  for  it  often  happens  that  patients  become  dissatisfied  when 
they  do  not  experience  immediate  relief,  and,  as  many  diseases  are 
naturally  protracted,  the  want  of  success,  in  the  first  stage  of 
treatment,  affords  no  evidence  of  a  lack  of  professional  knowledge 
and  skill. 

§  5.  When  a  physician  is  called  to  an  urgent  case  because  the 
family  attendant  is  not  at  hand,  he  ought,  unless  his  assistance  in 
consultation  be  desired,  to  resign  the  care  of  the  patient  to  the  latter 
immediately  on  his  arrival.       ' 

§  6.  It  often  happens  in  cases  of  sudden  illness,  or  of  recent 
accidents  and  injuries,  owing  to  the  alarm  and  anxiety  of  friends, 
that  a  number  of  physicians  are  simultaneously  sent  for.  Under 
these  circumstances,  courtesy  should  assign  the  patient  to  the  first 
who  arrives,  who  should  select  from  those  present  any  additional 
assistance  that  he  may  deem  necessary.  In  all  such  cases,  however, 
the  practitioner  who  oflSciates  should  request  the  family  physician, 
if  there  be  one,  to  be  called,  and,  unless  his  further  attendance  be 
requested,  should  resign  the  case  to  the  latter  on  his  arrival. 

§  T.  When  a  physician  is  called  to  the  patient  of  another  practi- 
tioner, in  consequence  of  the  sickness  or  absence  of  the  latter,  he 
ought,  on  the  return  or  recovery  of  the  regular  attendant  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  patient,  to  surrender  the  case. 

[The  expression,  "patient  of  another  practitioner,"  is  understood 
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to  mean  a  patient  who  may  have  been  under  the  charge  of  another 
practitioner  at  the  time  of  the  attack  of  sickness,  or  departure  from 
home  of  the  latter,  or  who  may  have  called  for  his  attendance  dur- 
ing his  absence  or  sickness,  or  in  any  other  manner  given  it  to  be 
understood  that  he  regarded  the  said  physician  as  his  regular  medi- 
cal attendant.] 

§  8.  A  physician,  when  visiting  a  sick  person  in  the  country, 
may  be  desired  to  see  a  neighboring  patient  who  is  under  the  regu- 
lar direction  of  another  physician,  in  consequence  of  some  sudden 
change  or  aggravation  of  symptoms.  The  conduct  to  be  pursued 
on  such  an  occasion  is  to  give  advice  adapted  to  present  circum- 
stances ;  to  interfere  no  further  than  is  absolutely  necessary  with 
the  general  plan  of  treatment;  to  assume  no  future  direction,  unless 
it  be  expressly  desired ;  and,  in  this  last  case,  to  request  an  imme- 
diate consultation  with  the  practitioner  previously  employed. 

§  9.  A  wealthy  physician  should  not  give  advice  gratis  to  the 
affluent;  because  his  doing  so  is  an  injury  to  his  professional 
brethren.  The  office  of  a  physician  can  never  be  supported  as  an 
exclusively  beneficent  one;  and  it  is  defrauding,  in  some  degree, 
the  common  funds  for  its  support,  when  fees  are  dispensed  with 
which  might  justly  be  claimed. 

§  10.  When  a  physician  who  has  been  engaged  to  attend  a  case 
of  midwifery  is  absent,  and  another  is  sent  for,  if  delivery  is  accom- 
plished during  the  attendance  of  the  latter,  he  is  entitled  to  the  fee, 
but  should  resign  the  patient  to  the  practitioner  first  engaged. 

Art.  VI. — Of  differences  between  physicians. 

%  1.  Diversity  of  opinion  and  opposition  of  interest  may,  in  the 
medical  as  in  other  professions,  sometimes  occasion  controversy 
and  even  contention.  Whenever  such  cases  unfortunately  occur, 
and  cannot  be  immediately  terminated,  they  should  be  referred  to 
the  arbitration  of  a  sufficient  number  of  physicians  or  a  court' 
medical,  or,  where  both  parties  are  members  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  their  county,  to  the  Censors. 

§  2.  As  peculiar  reserve  must  be  maintained  by  physicians 
towards  the  public,  in  regard  to  professional  matters,  and  as  there 
exist  numerous  points  in  medical  ethics  and  etiquette  through 
which  the  feelings  of  medical  men  may  be  painfully  assailed  in 
their  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  which  cannot  be  understood 
or  appreciated  by  general  society,  neither  the  subject-matter  of  such 
differences  nor  the  adjudication  of  the  arbitrators  should  be  made 
public,  as  publicity  in  a  case  of  this  nature  may  be  personally 
injurious  to  the  individuals  concerned,  and  can  hardly  fail  to  bring 
discredit  on  the  faculty. 
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Art.  VII. — Of  pecuniary  acknowledgments » 

Some  general  rules  should  be  adopted  by  the  faculty,  in  every 
town  or  district,  relative  to  pecuniary  acknowledgments  from  their 
patients ;  and  it  should  be  deemed  a  point  of  honor  to  adhere  to 
these  rules  with  as  much  uniformity  as  varying  circumstances  will 
admit. 

OF  THE  DUTIES  OP  THE  PROFESSION  TO  THE  PUBLIC,  AND  OP  THE 
OBLiaATIONS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  TO  THE  PROFESSION. 

Art.  I. — Duties  of  the  profession  to  the  public. 

§  1.  As  good  citizens,  it  is  the  duty  of  physicians  to  be  ever 
vigilant  for  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  to  bear  their  part 
in  sustaining  its  institutions  and  burdens ;  they  should  also  be  ever 
ready  to  give  counsel  to  the  public  in  relation  to  matters  especially 
appertaining  to  their  profession,  as  on  subjects  of  medical  police, 
public  hygiene,  and  legal  medicine.  It  is  their  province  to  en- 
lighten the  public  in  regard  to  quarantine  regulations ;  the  location, 
arrangement,  and  dietaries  of  hospitals,  asylums,  schools,  prisons, 
and  similar  institutions;  in  relation  to  the  medical  police  of  towns, 
as  drainage,  ventilation,  etc. ;  and  in  regard  to  measures  for  the 
prevention  of  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases ;  and,  when  pesti- 
lence prevails,  it  is  their  duty  to  face  the  danger,  and  to  continue 
their  labors  for  the  alleviation  of  the  suffering,  even  at  the  jeopardy 
of  their  own  lives. 

§  2.  Medical  men  should  also  be  always  ready,  when  called  on 
by  the  legally  constituted  authorities,  to  enlighten  coroners'  in- 
quests and  courts  of  justice  on  subjects  strictly  medical — such  as 
involve  questions  relating  to  sanity,  legitimacy,  murder  by  poisons 
or  other  violent  means,  and  in  regard  to  the  various  other  subjects 
embraced  in  the  science  of  Medical  Jurisprudence.  But  in  these 
cases,  and  especially  where  they  are  required  to  make  a  post-mortem 
examination,  it  is  just,  in  consequence  of  the  time,  labor,  and  skill 
required,  and  the  responsibility  and  risk  they  incur,  that  the  public 
should  award  them  a  proper  honorarium. 

§  3.  There  is  no  profession  by  the  members  of  which  eleemo- 
synary services  are  more  liberally  dispensed  than  the  medical,  but 
justice  requires  that  some  limits  should  be  placed  to  the  perform- 
ance of  such  good  offices.  Poverty,  professional  brotherhood,  and 
certain  of  the  public  duties  referred  to  in  the  first  section  of  this 
article,  should  always  be  recognized  as  presenting  valid  claims  for 
gratuitous  services ;  but  neither  institutions  endowed  by  the  public 
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or  by  rich  individuals,  societies  for  mutual  benefit,  for  the  insurance 
of  lives  or  for  analogous  purposes,  nor  any  profession  or  occupation 
can  be  admitted  to  possess  such  privilege.  Nor  can  it  be  justly 
expected  of  physicians  to  furnish  certificates  of  inability  to  serve 
on  juries,  to  perform  militia  duty,  or  to  testify  to  the  state  of  health 
of  persons  wishing  to  insure  their  lives,  obtain  pensions,  or  the  like, 
without  a  pecuniary  acknowledgment.  But,  to  individuals  in  indi- 
gent circumstances,  such  professional  services  should  always  be 
cheerfully  and  freely  accorded. 

§  4.  It  is  the  duty  of  physicians,  who  are  frequent  witnesses  of 
the  enormities  committed  by  quackery,  and  the  injury  to  health 
and  even  destruction  of  life  caused  by  the  use  of  quack  medicines, 
to  enlighten  the  public  on  these  subjects,  to  expose  the  injuries 
sustained  by  the  unwary  from  the  devices  and  pretensions  of  artful 
empirics  and  impostors.  Physicians  ought  to  use  all  the  influence 
which  they  may  possess,  as  professors  in  Colleges  of  Pharmacy 
and  by  exercising  their  option  in  regard  to  the  shops  to  which 
their  prescriptions  shall  be  sent,  to  discourage  druggists  and  apothe- 
caries from  vending  quack  or  secret  medicines,  or  from  being  in  any 
way  engaged  in  their  manufacture  and. sale. 

Art.  II. — Obligations  of  the  public  to  physicians. 

The  benefits  accruing  to  the  public,  directly  or  indirectly,  from 
the  active  and  unwearied  beneficence  of  the  profession,  are  so 
numerous  and  important,  that  physicians  are  justly  entitled  to 
the  utmost  consideration  and  respect  from  the  community.  The 
public  ought  likewise  to  entertain  a  just  appreciation  of  medical 
qualifications ;  to  make  a  proper  discrimination  between  true  science 
and  the  assumptions  of  ignorance  and  empiricism ;  to  afford  every 
encouragement  and  facility  for  the  acquisition  of  medical  edu- 
cation— and  no  longer  to  allow  the  statute-books  to  exhibit  the 
anomaly  of  exacting  knowledge  from  physicians,  under  a  liability 
to  heavy  penalties,  and  of  making  them  obnoxious  to  punishment 
for  resorting  to  the  only  means  of  obtaining  it. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PRESIDENTS   OF    THE    SOCIETY. 


2Y3 


PRESIDEl^^TS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

1848. 
♦Samuel  Humes,  M.D.,  Lancaster  County. 

1849. 
*Prof.  Samuel  Jackson,  M.D.,         Philadelphia  County. 

1850. 
WiLMER  WoRTHiNGTON,  M.D.,         Chester  County. 

1851. 
Charles  Innis,  M.D., 

1852. 
Hiram  Corson,  M.D., 

1853. 
♦John  P.  Hiester,  M.D., 

1854. 
Jacob  M.  Gemmill,  M.D., 

1855. 
♦James  S.  Carpenter,  M.D., 

1856. 
♦R.  La  Roche,  M.D., 

1857. 
John  L.  Atlee,  M.D., 

1858. 
♦Smith  Cunningham,  M.D., 

1859. 
D.  Francis  Condie,  M.D., 

1860  and  1861. 
Edward  Wallace,  M.D.,  Berks  County. 

1862. 
Geo.  F.  Horton,  M.D.,  Bradford  County. 

1863. 
♦Wilson  Jewell,  M.D.,  Philadelphia  County. 

*  Denotes  deceased. 


Northampton  County. 
Montgomery  County. 
Berks  County. 
Huntingdon  County. 
Schuylkill  County. 
Philadelphia  County. 
Lancaster  County. 
Beaver  County. 
Philadelphia  County. 
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1864. 
J.  D.  Ross,  M.D.,  •  Blair  County. 

1865. 
Wm.  Anderson,  M.D.,  Indiana  County. 

1866. 
James  King,  M.D.,  Allegheny  County. 

1867. 
Tbaill  Gbeen,  M.D.,  Northampton  County. 

1868. 
John  Curwen,  M.D.,  Dauphin  County. 

1869. 
Wm.  M.  Wallace,  M.D.,  Erie  County. 

1870. 
Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.D.,  Philadelphia  County. 

1871. 
J.  S.  Crawford,  M.D.,  Lycoming  County. 

1872. 
A.  M.  Pollock,  M.D.,  Allegheny  County. 

1873. 
S.  B.  KiEFFER,  M.D.,  Cumberland  County. 
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NAMES. 

POST-OFFICE. 

OOniTY.                    DATE  OF 
MEM^SHIP 

Agnew,  D.  Hayes 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870 

Allen,  E.  P. 

Athens, 

Bradford, 

1863 

Allen,  J.  M. 

Chester, 

Delaware, 

1870 

♦Allison,  George  W. 

Beaver, 

Beaver, 

1862 

Anawalt,  J.  W. 

Greensburg, 

Westmoreland, 

186T 

Anderson,  David 

Finleyville, 

Washington, 

1869 

Anderson,  Joseph  W. 

Cabinet  P.  0., 

Montgomery, 

1872 

Anderson,  William 

Indiana, 

Indiana, 

1862 

Amholt,  M.  A. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1873 

Asdale,  W.  J. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1868 

Ash,  H.  St.  Clair 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862 

.Ashmead,  William 

Germantown, 

44 

1863 

Atkinson,  William  B. 

Philadelphia, 

44 

1862 

Atlee,  John  L. 

Lancaster, 

Lancaster, 

1868 

Atlee,  Washington  L. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862 

♦Bache,  Franklin 

44 

44 

44 

Bacon,  Daniel 

Wellsboro', 

Tioga, 

1872 

Bailey,  Wm.  D. 

Dillsburg, 

York, 

1873 

Baldwin,  L.  K. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1871 

Barber,  John 

Sharon, 

Mercer^ 

1873 

Barr,  G.  W. 

Titusville, 

Crawford, 

1867 

Barr,  Robert 

Indiana, 

Indiana, 

44 

Bartholomew,  H.  L. 

Warren, 

Warren, 

1871 

Beaver,  Daniel  D.  B. 

Womelsdorf, 

Berks, 

1873 

♦Beesley,  Theophilus  E.  Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1863 

*Bell,  John 

(4 

44 

1862 

Benham,  Silas  N. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1866 

*Bennett,  Geo.  C. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1868 

Best,  David 

Meadville, 

Crawford, 

44 

Biekel,  A.  S. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1873 

Bixby,  Herbert  D. 

Plymouth, 

Luzerne, 

1871 

Blachly,  S.  L. 

Sparta, 

Washington, 

1868 

Blakeslee,  Wm.  R. 

Coatesville, 

Chester, 

1872 

Blodget,  A.  C. 

Youngs  ville. 

Warren, 

1871 
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ITAMES. 

P08T-0PPICB. 

COUlfTT.                       ] 

DATE  or 

mem'ship. 

Bockius,  J.  Atlee 

Columbia, 

Lancaster, 

1872 

Boker,  Charles  S. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1865 

♦BoUes,  Lucius  S. 

a 

a 

1868 

Bonebreak,  D.  W. 

Martinsburg, 

Blair, 

1866 

Boon,  Jacob 

Darby, 

Delaware, 

1871 

Bradley,  Wm.  H. 

Danville, 

Montour, 

1868 

Brandes,  C. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1869 

Brandt,  E.  B. 

Mechanicsburg, 

Cumberland, 

1867 

Bredin,  Stephen 

Butler, 

Butler, 

1872 

Brehm,  Samuel 

Newville, 

Cumberland, 

1873 

Brewster,  A.  D. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1873 

Brobst,  J.  A. 

Bemville, 

Berks, 

1871 

Brown,  Charles  W. 

Mansfield, 

Tioga, 

1872 

Brown,  Robert 

Greensburg, 

Westmoreland, 

,    1864 

Brown,  T.  M. 

Sharpsville, 

Mercer, 

1872 

Bruce,  Geo.  D. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1870 

Brumbaugh,  A.  B. 

Huntingdon, 

Huntingdon, 

1873 

Brundage,  A.  T. 

Factoryville, 

Susquehanna, 

1873 

Bruner,  Daniel  P. 

Columbia, 

Lancaster, 

1873 

Buck,  F.  J. 

PhUadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1872 

Buehler,  H.  B. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1869 

Bulkeley,  J.  B. 

Wilkesbarre, 

Luzerne, 

1871 

Bunn,  Wm.  H. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1865 

Bums,  Robert 

Frankford,. 

u 

1863 

Calvin,  D.  M. 

Meadville, 

Crawford, 

1868 

Carpenter,  Henry 

Lancaster, 

Lancaster, 

1865 

Carpenter,  John  T. 

Pottsville, 

Schuylkill, 

1873 

Carson,  Joseph 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862 

Case,  J.  H. 

Liverpool, 

Perry, 

1866 

Chessrown,  A.  V. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1873 

Cheston,  D.  Murray 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870 

Christ,  Theodore  S. 

Chester, 

Delaware, 

1868 

*Christy,  R.  W. 

Hollidaysburg, 

Blair, 

1862 

Christy,  R.  W.  Jr., 

(( 

u 

1873 

Cisna,  W.  R. 

Ickesburg, 

Perry, 

1868 

Clark,  A.  T. 

Worth, 

Mercer, 

1871 

Clarke,  Rowan 

Antistown, 

Blair, 

1864 

Claudy,  J.  C. 

Newville, 

Cumberland, 

1869 

Cleaver,  Israel 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1873 

Clover,  W.  M. 

Lamartine, 

Clarion, 

1870 

Coates,  B.  H. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864 
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Coblentz,  Joseph 
Coffey,  H.  T. 
Cohen,  J.  Soils 
Compton,  Wm. 
Condie,  D.  t'rancis 
♦Conklin,  B,  F. 
Coover,  J.  H. 
Corson,  Hiram 
Corson,  Wm. 
Corss,  Frederick 
Cotton,  John  C. 
Coblter,  G.  W. 
Cowan,  Frank 
Cowden,  W.  B. 
Coxe,  T.  C. 
Craig,  Alex. 
Crawford,  J.  B. 
Crawford,  J.  L. 
Crawford,  J.  S. 
Crawford,  Robert 
Cressler,  A.  L. 
Crouch,  D.  0. 
Curtis,  Levi 
Cur  wen,  Jno. 
Dale,  Wm.  W. 
Daly,  Wm.  H. 
Davis,  F.  F. 
Davis,  Samuel  T. 
Day,  Alfred 
Dayton,  S.  W. 
Deal,  Lemuel  J. 
De  LaCossett,  H. 
Dennis,  W.  F, 
Detwiler,  B.  H. 
De  Witt,  W.  R. 
Dickeson,  W.  T.  W. 
Dickson,  Jno. 
Dock,  George 
Drysdale,  Thomas  M. 
Duncan,  Jos.  L. 
Duncan,  W.  S. 

VOL.  X. 


P08T-OFFI0B. 

Reading, 
Pittsburg, 
Philadelphia, 
Lancaster, 
Morton  Station, 
Fayette  City, 
Harrisburg, 
Conshohocken, 
Norristowo, 
Kingston, 
Meadville, 
Slippery  Rock, 
Greensburg, 
Portersville, 
Chatham, 
Columbia, 
Wilkesbarre, 
Saltsburg, 
Williamsport, 
Cooperstown, 
Conyngham, 
Cur  wins  ville, 
Philadelphia, 
fiarrisburg, 
Carlisle, 
Pittsburg, 
South  Oil  City, 
Millersville, 
Mechanicsburg, 
Great  Bend, 
Philadelphia, 
Greenville, 
Wilkesbarre, 
Williamsport, 
Harrisburg, 
Media, 
Pittsburg, 
Harrisburg, 
Philadelphia, 
Pittsburg, 
Brownsville, 
19 


CODHTT.  DATE  OF 

MBlf'SBIP. 

Berks,  1872. 

Allegheny,  1867 

PhUadelphia,  1866 

Lancaster,  1868 

Delaware,  1862 

Fayette,  1872 

Dauphin,  1868 

Montgomery,  1862 

"  1870 

Luzerne,  1869 

Crawford,  " 

Butler,  1868 

Westmoreland,  1873 

"  1867 

Chester,  1870 

Lancaster,  1869 

Luzerne,  1867 

Indiana,  1872 

Lycoming,  1864 

Venango,  1868 

Luzerne,  1866 

Clearfield,  1866 

Philadelphia,  1862 

Dauphin,  1866 

Cumberland,  1868 

Allegheny,  1871 

Venango,  1870 

Lancaster,  1869 

Cumberland,  1872 

Susquehanna,  1871 

Philadelphia,  1873 

Mercer,  1871 

Luzerne,  1866 

Lycoming,  1865 

Dauphin,  1869 

Delaware,  1863 

Allegheny,  1867 

Dauphin,  1868 

Philadelphia,  1864 

Allegheny,  1869 

Fayette,  " 
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HAMK8. 

P08T-0FFICK. 

COITHTT. 

DATS  or 

msm'shif. 

Dundor,  A.  B. 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1873 

Dunglison,  Richard  J. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1867 

£by,  James  B. 

Newport, 

Perry, 

1873 

Edge,  John  P. 

Downingtown, 

Chester, 

1862 

Edwards,  C.  C. 

Harford, 

Susquehanna, 

1866 

Egbert,  T.  W. 

Oil  City, 

Venango, 

1869 

Elliott,  Thos-  H. 

Allegheny, 

Allegheny, 

1872 

Ely,  R.  H. 

Burlingtonboro', 

Bradford, 

1871 

Erdman,  W.  B- 

Macnngie, 

Lehigh, 

1865 

Eshleman,  I.  S. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1872 

Evans,  Horace  Y. 

u 

44 

1871 

Evans,  Isaac  Newton 

Hatborough, 

Montgomery, 

1S62 

Fay,  John 

Altoona, 

Blair, 

1870 

Peicht,  Benjamin 

Beaver, 

Beaver, 

1868 

Pindley,  Wm.  M. 

Altoona, 

Blair, 

1870 

Pindley,  Wm.  R. 

(( 

44 

186a 

*Pish,  A.  H. 

Philadelphia, 

•Philadelphia, 

1862 

Foerstige,  Chas. 

Rochester, 

Beaver, 

1871 

Forwood,  J.  F.  M. 

Chester, 

Delaware, 

44 

Forwood,  J.  L. 

(4 

44 

1864 

Foster,  W.  S. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1868 

Foulke,  Richard  C. 

New  Hope, 

Bucks, 

1870 

Poulke,  Joseph 

Buckingham, 

44 

1864 

Frick^,  Albert 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862 

Prick,  Wm.  S. 

(4 

44 

1873 

*Galbraith,  James 

Landisburg, 

Perry, 

1863 

Gallaher,  T.  J. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1865 

Gammage,  E.  T. 

Chester, 

Delaware, 

1873 

Gebhard,  L.  P. 

PhUadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1863 

Geibner,  E.  X. 

Sandy  Lake, 

Mercer, 

1872 

Gemmill,  J.  M. 

Altoona, 

Blair, 

1866 

Gemmill,  J.  M.,  Jr. 

Tyrone, 

4C 

1871 

Gerhardt,  J.  Z 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1873 

♦GQbert,  David 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862 

Gillett,  Buckland 

Franklin, 

Venango, 

1868 

Gilmore,  W.  J. 

Moorhead, 

Allegheny, 

1866 

Goodell,  Wm. 

Philadelphia, 

PhUadelphia, 

1870 

Graham,  J.  P. 

Pittsburg, 

Allegheny, 

1873 

Green,  Traill 

Easton, 

Northan^pton, 

1863 

Griffin,  J.  K. 

North-East, 

Erie, 

44 

Griswold,  E. 

Sharon, 

Mercer, 

1873 
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POST-07riOE. 


Gross,  A.  H. 
Gross,  Samuel  D. 
Grove,  George 
Halberstadt,  A.  H. 
Halsey,  Calvin  C. 
Hamilton,  George 
Hamilton,  W.  R. 
Harrison,  F.  C. 
Harvey,  EUwood 
Hassler,  Jas.  P.  . 
Hatfield,  Nathan 
Hatfield,  N.  L. 
Hay,  Thomas 
Hay,  John  W. 
Hayes,  D.  S. 
Hays,  Robert  C. 
Haj^s,  D.  D. 
♦Helffen  stein,  Abm. 
Hellyer,  Edwin 
Helsby,  Thos.  H. 
Henderson,  J.  D.  W. 
Herbst,  Wm. 
Herman,  A.  J. 
Herr,  M.  L. 
Heysham,  Charles  S. 
Hinkle,  A.  G.  B. 
Hodge,  H.  Lenox 
Holahap,  John  F, 
Homet,  Yolney 
Horton,  Geo.  F. 
Hosack,  J.  P. 
Howell,  Wm.  M. 
Huckel,  Jacob 
Hughes,  J.  W. 
Hull,  Thomas 
Hull,  W.  R. 
Humphrey,  Wm.  T. 
Huselton,  W.  S. 
Hutton,  J.  C. 
♦Irish,  Franklin 
Irwin,  Crawford 


Pittsburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Springfield, 

Pottsville, 

Montrose, 

Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg, 

Lewisburg, 

Chester, 

Coehranton, 

Philadelphia, 


Harris  burg, 
Hollidaysburg, 

Shippensburg, 

u 

Philadelphia, 

Williamsport, 

Altoona, 

Trexlertown, 

Carlisle, 

Lancaster, 

Newtown  Square, 

Philadelphia, 

York, 

Camptown, 

Terrytown, 

Mercer, 

Cogan  Station, 

Philadelphia, 

Blairsville, 

Milton, 

Cogan  Station, 

Osceola, 

Allegheny  City, 

Harrisburg, 

Pittsburg, 

Hollidaysburg, 


COUKTY.  DATE  OF 

MBlf'SHIP. 

Allegheny,  1867 

Philadelphia,  1862 

Cumberland,  1868 

Schuylkill,  1866 

Susquehanna,    '  1862 
.  Philadelphia,  " 

Allegheny,  1867 

Union,  1862 
Delaware,  " 

Crawford,  1871 

Philadelphia,  1869 

"  1862 

"  1866 

Dauphin,  1873 

Blair,  1871 

Cumberland,  1869 

"  1873 

Philadelphia,  1862 

"  1866 

Lycoming,  1869 

Blair,  1871 

Lehigh,  1866 

Cumberland,  1872 

Lancaster,  " 

Delaware,  1870 

Philadelphia,  1865 

"  187a 

York,  1873 

Bradford,  1870 

"  1862 

Mercer,  1870 

Lycoming,  1869 

Philadelphia,  1863 

Indiana,  1869 

Northumberl'd,  1870 

Lycoming,  1864 

Tioga,  1869 

Allegheny,  1870 

Dauphin,  1873 

Allegheny,  1866 

Blair,  1867: 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google     . 


280 


PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 


Jack,  Wm. 
Jack8on,  J.  E. 
♦Jewell,  Wilson 
Jillson,  Benj.  C. 
♦Johnson,  W.  N. 
Keiffer,  S.  B. 
Keller,  D.  C. 
Keller,  H.  D. 
Kennedy,  Alfred  L. 
Kerlin,  Isaac  N. 
King,  James 
Kistler,  E.  H. 
Kline,  W.  J.  K. 
♦Klotz,  Charles 
Knight,  William  L. 
Knox,  S.  B.  P. 
Knox,  Wm.  F. 
Kuhn,  L.  DeBarth 
Ladd,  Horace 
♦Lamb,  John  F. 
Landis,  J.  A. 
Lane,  Samuel  G. 
Langfitt,  G.  W. 
Langfitt,  W.  J. 
Lauman,  Wm.  H. 
Leaman,  Brainard 
Leamau,  Henry 
Leasure,  Daniel 
Lee,  Benjamin 
Legge,  J.  H. 
Leidy,  Joseph 
Lenher,  L.  H. 
Levis,  Richard  J. 
Lewis,  J.  R. 
♦Linnenbrink,  J. 
Little,  Joseph  H. 
Livingston,  J.  B. 
Long,  Uriah 
Longsdorf,  W.  H. 
Loop,  D.  D. 
Lowman,  John 


POST-OmOB. 

Jacksonville, 

Fallston, 

Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg, 

Germantown, 

Carlisle, 

Union  Deposit, 

Philadelphia, 

Media, 

Pittsburg, 

Tamaqua, 

Irwintown, 

Lamartine, 

Philadelphia, 

Brownsville, 

McKeesport, 

Reading, 

Scranton, 

Frankford, 

Philadelphia, 

Chambersburg, 

Robella, 

Allegheny  City, 

Mt.  Holly  Springs, 

Leaman  Place, 

Philadelphia, 

Allegheny, 

Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Mechanicsburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Kingston, 

Rochester, 

West  Alexander, 

West  Middlesex, 

Tamaqua, 

Dickinson, 

North-East, 

Johnstown, 


MBM'SHIP. 

Indiana,  1870 

Beaver,  1871 

Philadelphia,  1863 

Allegheny,  1866 

Philadelphia,  1862 

Cumberland,  1871 

Dauphin,  1869 

"  1871 

Philadelphia,  1862 

Delaware,  1 869 

Allegheny,  1865 

Schuylkill,  1872 

Westmoreland,  1866 

Clarion,  1870 

Philadelphia,  1862 

Fayette,  1870 

Allegheny,  1867 

Berks,  1871 

Luzerne,  1868 

PhUadelphia,  1862 

"  1871 

Franklin,  1870 

Beaver,  1868 

Allegheny,  1864 

Cumberland,  1870 

Lancaster,*  1187 

Philadelphia,  1870 

Allegheny,  1872 

Philadelphia,  1867 

Allegheny,  1872 

Philadelphia,  1862 

Cumberland,  1868 

Philadelphia  1873 

Luzerne,  1865 

Beaver,  ^867 

Washington,  1869 

Butler,  '' 

Schuylkill,  1871 

Cumberland,  " 

Erie,  1 868 

Cambria,  1867 
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Lyon,  Edward 
Lyon,  ,Thomas 
Lyons,  Wra. 
McCann,  James 
McChesney,  Robert 
McConaughy,  D.  W. 
McCoy,  Gilbert  R. 
McDonald,  Nesbit 
McKennan,  Thos. 
McKinney,  D. 
McMuUen,  Tliemas 
McMuUin,  James 
McMurray,  A.  S. 
McReynolds,  H.  W. 
McVicker,  J.  P. 
McWilliams,  John  C. 
Mabon,  Thos. 
Maggini,  J.  C. 
Magill,  Wm.  H. 
Marquis,  David  S. 
♦Marr,  Charles 
Marshall,  Nathan  S. 
Martin,  E.  G. 
Martin,  W.  D. 
Mansteller,  J.  D. 
Masten,  James 
Maurer,  A.  G.  L. 
Mayburry,  William 
Mayer,  E.  R. 
Meals,  S.  D. 
Means,  Wm.  A. 
Meigs,  Jas.  Aitken 
Meine,  Charles 
Mehard,  S.  S. 
Meusch,  James  G. 
♦Miller,  John  A. 
Miller,  O.  L. 
Miller,  W.  N. 
Miller,  D.  P. 
Milliken,  D.  B. 
Mills,  Edward 


POST-OFFICB. 

Williamsport, 

Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg, 

Shelocta, 

Latrobe, 

Doylestown, 

Pittsburg, 

Washington, 

Beaver, 

Penn  Run, 

Brush  Yalley, 

Philadelphia, 

Buckhorn, 

Williamsport, 

New  Castle, 

Allegheny, 

Port  Perry, 

Danville, 

Rochester, 

Scranton, 

Chester  Springs, 

AUentown, 

Steel  Works, 

Danville, 

Westfield, 

Wiconisco, 

Philadelphia, 

Wilkesbarre, 

Callensburg, 

Luthersburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Germania, 

Mercer, 

Pennsboro', 

Ligonier, 

Allegheny, 

u 

Huntingdon, 
Landisburg, 
Ulster, 


county.  date  op 

mbm'ship. 

Lycoming,  1871 

"  1872 

Philadelphia,  " 

Allegheny,  1867 

Indiana,  1868 

Westmoreland,  1867 

Bucks,  1869 

Allegheny,  " 

Washington,  1868 

Beaver,  " 

Indiana,  1865 

"  1867 

Philadelphia,  1864 

Columbia,  1862 

Lycoming,  1870 

Schuylkill,  1863 

Allegheny,  1869 

"  1870 

Montour,  " 

Beaver,  1863 

Luzerne,  1862 

Chester,  1863 

Lehigh,           •  1866 

Dauphin,  1870 

Montour,  1873 

Tioga,  1872 

Dauphin,  1866 

Philadelphia,  1862 

Luzerne,  1866 

Clarion,  1872 

Clearfield,  1873 

Philadelphia,  -1^70 

Tioga,  1873 

Mercer,  1871 

Montgomery,  1867 

Westmoreland,  1868 

Allegheny,  1867 

"  1869 

Huntingdon,  1873 

Perry,  1864 

Bradford,  1869 
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Montgomery,  John 
Moody,  George  0. 
Moody,  H.  Mont. 
♦Moore,  William 
Morris,  J.  Cheston 
Morris,  S.  R. 
Morrison,  N.  P. 
Mosser,  E.  M. 
Mosser,  M.  B. 
Mossman,  B.  E. 
Mowry,  R.  B. 
Moyer,  H. 
Nebinger,  Andrew 
Newberry,  Milton 
Neyman,  A.  M. 
Norman,  John  P. 
Oakes,  T.  Fletcher 
♦Oliver,  Joseph  L. 
O'Neill,  A. 
Orris,  H.  0. 
Orth,  H.  L. 
Ott,  Isaac 

Pancoast,  Wm.  H.    . 
Packer,  N. 
Parrish,  Joseph 
Perchment,  John, 
Phelps,  W.  C. 
Philips,  D.  A. 
Phillips,  Henderson  A. 
Pollock,  A.  M. 
Pollock,  Samuel 
PoVell,  W.  W. 
Price,  Jacob 
Priestley,  Jos.  R. 
Rahter,  C.  A. 
Rankin,  D.  N. 
Ray,  John  T. 
Reagan,  G.  L. 
Reichard,  P.  S. 
Reid,  J.  K. 
Reiter,  W.  C. 


P08T^>FriCK. 

Ghambersburg, 

Titusville, 

Bradford, 

Womelsdorf, 

Philadelphia, 

Monongahela  City, 

Mechanicsburg, 

Shiremantown, 

Greenville, 

Allegheny, 

Boiling  Springs, 

Philadelphia, 

Whitemarsh, 

Butler, 

Monongahela,  City, 

Titusville, 

Coatesville, 

Conneautville, 

Newport, 

Harrisburg, 

Easton, 

Philadelphia, 

WellsboroS 

Media, 

Pittsburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Linesville, 

Knoxville, 

Pittsburg, 

Williamsport, 

Fertiz, 

West  Chester, 

Northumberland, 

Harrisburg, 

Allegheny, 

Meadville, 

Shenandoah, 

Allentown, 

Conshohocken, 

Pittsburg, 


COUKTT.  ]>ATS  OT 
irSM'SBIP. 

Franklin,  1871 

Crawford,  1869 

Bradford,  " 

Berks,  1862 

PhUadelphia,  1870 

"  1869 

Washington,  1871 

"  1873 

Cumberland,  1870 

Mercer,  1870 

Allegheny,  1865 

Cumberland,  1872 

Philadelphia,  1862 

Montgomery,  1863 

Butler,  1867 

Washington,  " 

Crawford,  1869 

Chester,  1864 

Crawford,  1872 

Perry,  1873 

Dauphin,  1868 

Northampton,  1871 

Philadelphia,  1867 

Tioga,  1870 

Delaware,  1868 

Allegheny,  1869 

PhUadelphia,  " 

Crawford,  1872 

Tioga,  1871 

Allegheny,  " 

Lycoming,  1869 

Venango,  1872 

Chester,  1864 
Northumberland,1871 

Dauphin,  1873 

Allegheny,  1867 

Crawford,  1869 

SchuylkUl,  1870 

Lehigh,  1868 

Montgomery,  1867 

Allegheny,  '  1869 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 


283 


P08T-OFFI0B. 


Renninger,  A.  C. 
Rhoads,  T.  C. 
Richardson,  Wm.  L. 
Richter,  A. 
Robinson,  M.  F. 
Roebuck,  J.  H. 
Roebuck,  P.  J. 
Rogers,  R.  E. 
Roller,  W.  C. 
Ross,  James 
Ross,  John  D. 
Ross,  J.  Frank 
Ross,  S.  M. 
Row,  Herman 
♦Rutherford,  W.  W. 
Sandt,  John 
Sargent,  P.  Gorham 
Sargenty  Winthrop 
Sarver,  William 
*Schneck,  B.  F. 
♦Scholfield,  Edwin 
Schrack,  David  * 
Schrack,  John 
Schultz,  S.  S. 
Scott,  Franklin  P. 
Seem,  A.  K. 
Seller,  Jeremiah 
Seller,  J.  Pierre 
Seller,  R.  H. 
Seip,  Amos 
Semple,  John 
Senderling,  P.  M. 
Shaw,  Thos.  W. 
Shearer,  Jas.  Y. 
Sheller,  Adam 
Sheibly,  J.  P. 
Shive,  Peter  C. 
Short,  R.  N. 
Shrawder,  Jno.  S. 
Shurlock,  Wm.  C. 
Sibbet,  R.  A. 


Harrisburg, 

Pittsburg, 

Montrose, 

Williamsport, 

Newville, 

Hummellstown, 

Litiz, 

Philadelphia, 

HoUidaysburg, 

Clarion, 

Williamsburg, 

Clarion, 

Greenville, 

Indiana, 

Harrisburg, 

Stockertown, 

Radnor, 

Philadelphia, 

Allegheny  City, 

Lebanon, 

Philadelphia, 

JeffersonviUe, 

Danville, 
Claysville, 
Martin's  Creek, 
Harrisburg, 


Easton, 

Wilkinsburg, 

Berwick, 

Pittsburg, 

Sinking  Springs, 

Mount  Joy, 

Landisburg, 

Plains  ville, 

Mechanicsburg, 

Fairview, 

Darlington, 

Shippensburg, 


OOUHTT.  DATB  OF 

MElf'SHIP. 

Dauphin,  1873 

Allegheny,  1870 

Susquehanna,  .1864 

Lycoming,  1872 

Cumberland,  1868 

Dauphin,  1871 

Lancaster,  1866 

Philadelphia,  1870 

Blair,  1869 

Clarion,  1867 

Blair,  1863 

Clarion,  1870 

Beaver,  1864 

Indiana,  1868 

Dauphin,  1867 

Northampton,  1871 

Delaware,  1870 

Philadelphia,  1862 

Allegheny,  1869 

Lebanon,  1863 

PhUadelphia,  1864 

Montgomery,  1867 

"  1862 

Montour,  1867 

Washington,  1872 

Northampton,  1870 

Dauphin,  1866 

"  1868 

"  1869 

Northampton,  1863 

Allegheny,  1866 

Columbia,  1871 

Allegheny,  1866 

Berks,  1868 

Lancaster,  " 

Perry,  1873 

Luzerne,  1867 

Cumberland,  1867 

Montgomery,  1870 

Beaver,  1869 

Cumberland,  1870 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


284 


PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 


POST-OFFICE. 


Simington,  R.  S. 
Simpson,  W.  L. 
Singer,  J.  E. 
Slocum,  A.  M. 
Smaltz,  J.  Henry 
Smith,  C.  H. 
Smith,  G.  W. 
Smith,  H.  H. 
Smith,  J.  M. 
Smith,  L.  A. 
Smith,  Robert  B* 
Smith,  S.  S. 
Snively,  I.  N. 
Snodgrass,  J.  H. 
Snowden,  S.  G. 
Snyder,  S.  M. 
*Somers,  Lewis  S. 
♦Stanton,  David 
Stebbins,  Sumner 
Stetler,  John  G. 
Stevenson,  J.  M. 
Stewart,  Alex. 
Stewart,  J.  L. 
Stewart,  W.  G. 
Stills,  Alfred 
Stites,  Samuel 
Straight,  A.  M. 
Strawbridge,  J.  D. 
Strickland,  D.  H. 
Suesserott,  J.  L. 
Swartz,  Joseph 
Swisher,  Thos.  J. 
Taylor,  W.  T. 
Thayer,  Alvin 
Thomas,  Isaac 
Thomas,  J.  D. 
*Thomas,  R.  P. 
Thompson,  Benjamin 
Thompson,  C.  K. 
Thompson,  L.  M. 
Throckmorton,  W.  S. 


Danville, 
Pittsburg, 
Newport, 
Philadelphia, 

Sugar  Grove, 

HoUidaysburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Tyrone, 

New  Milford, 

Tioga, 

Driftwood, 

Waynesboro, 

Pittsburg, 

Franklin, 

Danville, 

Philadelphia, 

New  Brighton, 

Unionville, 

Philadelphia, 

Greensburg, 

Shippensburg, 

Erie, 

Newburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Millerstown, 

Wilcox, 

Danville, 

Pairview, 

Chambersburg, 

Duncannon, 

Jerseytown, 

Philadelphia, 

Erie, 

West  Chester, 

Buchanan, 

Philadelphia, 

Landenberg, 

Wellsboro', 

Mahanoy  City, 

Day's  Store, 


coxnrrr.  date  of 

MElf'SHIP 

Montour,  1868 

Allegheny,  18T3 

Perry,  1866 

Philadelphia,  1870 

"  1862 

Warren,  1872 

Blair,  1866 

Philadelphia,  1870 

Blair,  1872 

Susquehanna,  1864 

Tioga,  1871 

Cameron,  1871 

Franklin,  1873 

Allegheny,  1869 
Venango,  " 

Montour,  1873 

Philadelphia,  1862 

Beaver,  .  1867 

Chester,  1863 

Philadelphia,  1868 

Westmoreland,  1862 

Cumberland,  1867 
Erie,  " 

Cumberland,^  1873 

Philadelphia,  1862 

Perry,  1863 

Warren,  1872 

Montour,  1871 

Erie,  1868 

Franklin,  1873 

Perry,  1862 

Columbia,  1871 

PhUadelphia,  1873 

Erie,  1869 

Chester,  1862 

Allegheny,  1872 

Philadelphia,  1862 

Chester,  1870 

Tioga,  1871 

Schuylkill,  1873 

Greene,  1871 
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Treichler,  A.  C. 
Treichler,  Jacob  P. 
Troth,  Samuel  N. 
Trout,  H.  S. 
TurnbuU,  Laurence 
*Tutt,  Charles  P. 
Ulrich,  Daniel  A. 
Ulrich,  Wm.  B. 
Umberger,  J.  R. 
Underwood,  Gideon 
Yan  Artsdalen,  F. 
Yan  Kirk,  T.  R. 
Yanvoorhis,  J.  S. 
Yarian,  Wm. 
Walker,  R.  L. 
Wallace,  W.  M. 
Webb,  W.  W. 
Wehner,  Jacob  H. 
Weidman,  W.  Murray 
Welch,  Wm.  M. 
Wells,  J.  Ralston 
Welsh,  W.  S. 
Werner,  Andrew  J. 
Whann,  W.  Lowrie 
Whistler,  S.  M. 
White,  T.  H. 
Whitney,  M.  G. 
Williams,  H.  R. 
Wilson,  Robert  Y. 
Wiltbank,  Samuel  S. 
Winans,  Isaac 
Witman,  Henry  0. 
Wittig,  Charles  F. 
Wood,  E.  A. 
Worthington,  Wilmer 
Yarrow,  T.  J. 
Young,  Thomas  J. 
♦Zeigenfuss,  A.  A. 
Zeigler,  J.  L. 
Ziegler,  S.  P. 
Zitzer,  John  I. 


POST-OFriCB. 

Elizabethtown, 

McKeansburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Marietta, 

Philadelphia, 

Reading, 

Chester, 

Dauphin, 

Pittston, 

Lower  Merion, 

McKeesport, 

Bellevernon, 

Titusville, 

Mansfield, 

Erie, 

Wellsboro', 

Germantown, 

Reading, 

Philadelphia, 

(( 

Franklin, 

Duncannon, 

Franklin, 

New  Kingston, 

Williamsburg, 

Kingston, 

Lees  Cross  Roads, 

Clearfield, 

York, 

New  Brighton, 

Harrisburg, 

Philadelphia, 

McKeesport, 

West  Chester, 

Philadelphia, 

Titusville, 

Buck  Mountain, 

Mount  Joy, 

Carlisle, 


COUNTY.  pATB  OP 
MBM*8HIP. 

Lancaster,  ISTl 

Schuylkill,  1864 

Philadelphia,  1863 

Lancaster,  1868 

Philadelphia,  1864 

"  1863 

Berks,  1862 

Delaware,  '  1870 

Dauphin,  " 

Luzerne,  " 

Montgomery,  " 

Allegheny,  " 

Fayette,  1869 

Crawford,  1870 

Allegheny,  " 

Erie,  1868 

Tioga,  1869 

Philadelphia,  1868 

Berks,  1867 

Philadelphia,  1870 

"  1869 

Yenango,  1872 

Perry,  1873 

Yenango,  1870 

Cumberland,  1873 

Blair,  1873 

Luzerne,  1868 

Cumberland,  1873 

Clearfield,  1865 

York,  1873 

Beaver,  1862 

Dauphin,  1866 

Philadelphia,  1863 

Allegheny,  1867 

Chester,  1863 

Philadelphia,  1870 

Crawford,  1872 

Carbon,  1866 

Lancaster,  1865 

Cumberland,  1870 

"  1868 
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ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 

President,  J.  0.  Maggrini, 

Vice-President,  Thomas  W.  Shaw, 

Recording  Secretary,  W.  H.  Daly, 

Assist.  Recording  Secretary,  W.  H.  Mc.  Kelvey, 
Treasurer,  Nesbit  McDonald, 

Censors,  S.  N.  Benham, 

J.  C.  Maggini, 
E.  A.  Wood, 
Committee  for  Examination  1  A.  M.  Pollock, 
of  Persons  desirous  to  be- 1 B.  C.  Jillson, 
come  Students  of  Medicine,  j  Thomas  W.  Shaw, 


Port  Perry. 
Pittsburg. 


Port  Perry. 
Buchanan. 
Pittsburg. 


BEAVER  COUNTY. 


President, 

Charles  Foerstige, 

Rochester. 

Vice-Presidents, 

David  McKinney, 

New  Brighton. 

G.  Y.  Boal, 

Baden. 

Rec.  and  Corree. 

Secretary, 

Isaac  Winans, 

New  Brighton. 

Treasurer, 

Isaac  Winans, 

u                u 

Censors, 

D.  S.  Marquis, 

Rochester. 

D.  McKinney, 

New  Brighton, 

G.  W.  Langfitt, 

Robella. 

BERKS  COUNTY. 

President, 

J.  A.  Brobst, 

Bemville. 

Vice-Presidents, 

J.  B.  Potteiger, 

Hamburg. 

Joseph  Coblentz, 

Reading. 

Recording  Secretary, 

L.  De  Barth  Kuhn, 

« 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

John  B.  Brooke, 

It 

Treasurer, 

W.  Murray  Weidman, 

It 

Censors, 

W.  George  Beyerley, 

Bemville. 

A.  B.  Dundor, 

Reading. 

S.  L.  Kurtz, 

(( 

Curator, 

J.  B.  Stearley, 

i< 
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President, 
Vice-Presidents, 

Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


President, 
Vice-Presidents, 


Recording  Secretary, 


BLAIR  COUNTY. 

*R.  W.  Christy,  Sr., 
James  M.  Smith, 
J.  D.  W.  Henderson, 
Crawford  Irwin, 
Rowan  Clark, 

BRADFORD  COUNTY. 

D.  N.  Newton, 
R.  H.  Ely, 
Freeman  Fairchild, 
Benjamin  Moody, 

E.  P.  Allen, 


Hollidaysburg. 

Tyrone. 

Altoona. 

Hollidaysburg. 

Antistown. 


Corresponding  Secretary,       Gustavus  Conklin, 


Monroeton. 

Burlington. 

Dreshore  (Sullivan  Co.). 

Wyalusing. 

Athens. 

OrwelL 


President, 
Vice-Presidents, 

Recording  Secretary, 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


President, 
Vice-Presidents, 

Recording  Secretay, 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


President, 
Vice-Presidwit, 
Recording  Secretary, 
Treasurer, 
Censors, 


BUCKS  COUNTY. 

Joseph  A.  Paxson, 
Joseph  B.  Walter, 
Frank  Schwarzlander, 
Joseph  Foulke, 
Richard  C.  Foulke, 
•   Gilbert  R.  McCoy, 

CAMBRIA  COUNTY. 

J.  C.  Wilson, 
F.  Shill. 
S.  M.  Swan, 
W.  W.  Walters, 

CHESTER  COUNTY. 
James  Fulton, 
R.  B.  Matlack, 
Granville  Prizer, 
Ephraim  Hopkins, 
Wm.  B.  Brinton, 
Isaac  Massey, 

CLARION  COUNTY. 

J.  H.  Barber, 
B.  F.  Goheen. 
J.  Frank  Ross, 
James  Ross, 
B.  F.  Goheen, 
W.  A.  Baker, 
James  Ross, 

*  Dead. 


Buckingham' 

Centre  Hill. 

Doylestown. 
Buckingham. 

New  Hope. 

Doylestown. 


Conemaugh. 
Johnstown. 


New  London. 

Milford  Mills. 

Lionville. 

Marshalton. 

West  Chester. 


Strattonville. 

New  Bethlehem. 

Clarion. 

New  Bethlehem. 

Scotch  HiU. 

Clarion. 
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CLEARFIELD  COUNTS. 

President, 

F.  B.  Reed, 

Bigler. 

Vice-President, 

W.  B.  Alexander, 

Curwensville. 

Secretary, 

H.  B.  Van  Valzah, 

Clearfield. 

Treasurer, 

R.  V.  Wilson, 

« 

Censors, 

D.  A.  Fitzer, 

Lumber  City. 

J.  P.  Burchfield, 

Clearfield. 

COLUMBIA  AND  MONTOUR  COUNTIES. 

President, 

P.  M.  Senderling, 

Berwick,  Columbia  Co. 

Vice-Presidents, 

H.  W.  McReynolds,    Buckhom, 

J.  Pursell, 

Danville,  Montour  Co. 

Secretary, 

T.  J.  Swisher,           Jerseytown,  Columbia  Co. 

Treasurer, 

Wm.  Reber,           Bloomsburg,                   " 

CRAWFORD  COUNTY. 

President, 

David  Best, 

MeadviUe. 

Vice-Presidents, 

G.  W.  Barr, 

Titusville. 

A.  O'Neill, 

Conneautville. 

Recording  Secretary, 

John  C.  Cotton, 

Meadville. 

Corresponding  Secretary,       James  P.  Hassler, 

Cochranton. 

Treasurer, 

D.  M.  Calvin, 

Meadville. 

Censors, 

William  Varian, 

Titusville. 

John  T.  Ray, 

Meadville. 

James  P.  Hassler, 

Cochranton. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY 

, 

President, 

S.  B.  Kieffer, 

Carlisle. 

Vice-Presidents, 

H.  Mower, 

Boiling  Springs. 

J.  C.  Claudy, 

Carlisle. 

Recording  Secretary, 

E.  B.  Brandt, 

Mechanicsburg. 

Corresponding  Secretary,       W.  W.  Nevin, 

Shippensburg. 

Treasurer, 

S.  P.  Zeigler, 

Carlisle. 

Censors, 

George  Grove, 

Big  Spring. 

E.  N.  Mosser, 

Mechanicsburg. 

C.  Howland, 

Shippensburg. 

Alfred  Day, 

Mechanicsburg. 

George  Hemminger, 

NewviUe. 

DAUPHIN  COUNTY. 

President, 

R.  H.  Seiler, 

Harrisburg. 

Vice-Presidents, 

H.  D.  Keller, 

Union  Deposit. 

H.  Rupp, 

Hummellstown. 

Secretary, 

H.  B.  Buehler, 

Harrisburg. 

Treasurer, 

H.  McGowan, 

tt 

Censors, 

A.  C.  Renninger, 

it 

J.  C.  Button, 

(( 

John  Curwen, 

11 
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DETMWARE  COUNTY. 

President, 

C.  S.  Heysham, 

Newtown  Square. 

Vice-President, 

C.  C.  V.  Crawford, 

Village  Green. 

Secretary, 

Linnaeus  Fussel, 

Media. 

Treasurer, 

Theodore  S.  Christ, 

Chester. 

• 

ERIE  COUNTY. 

President, 

W.  M.  Wallace, 

Erie. 

Vice-President, 

D.  H.  Strickland, 

Fairview. 

Secretary, 

C.  W.  Stranahan, 

Erie. 

Treasurer, 

J.  L.  Stewart, 
FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

«( 

President, 

S.  B.  P.  Knox, 

Brownsville. 

Vice-President, 

J.  B.  Ewing, 

Uniontown. 

Recording  Secretary, 

G.  W.  Neff,  Jr., 

Masontown. 

Assistant  Secretary, 

J.  H.  Davidson, 

Cooksville. 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

F.  H.  Patton, 

Fairchance. 

Treasurer, 

W.  S.  Duncan,^ 

Brownsville. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY.  . 

President, 

Isaac  N.  Shively, 

Waynesboro*. 

Vice-Presidents, 

J.  M.  Gelwix, 

Upper  Strasburg. 

Thomas  M.  Kennedy, 

New  Franklin. 

Recording  Secretary, 

W.  H.  Boyle. 

Chambersburg. 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

Samuel  G.  Tjane, 

(( 

Treasurer,  ' 

T.  J.  McLanahan, 

a 

Censors, 

J.  L.  Suesserott, 

t( 

A.  H.  Strickler, 

Waynesboro*. 

W.  A.  Hunter, 

Upper  Strasburg. 

GREENE  COUNTY. 

President, 

G.  W.  Moss, 

Newtown. 

Vice-President, 

D.  W.  Braden, 

Waynesburg. 

Recording  Secretary, 

T.  H.  Sharpneck, 

Jefferson. 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

J.  C.  Gordon, 

Waynesburg. 

Treasurer, 

M.  Blachley, 

(t 

Censor, 

S.  Smith, 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 

President, 

G.  W.  Thompson, 

Vice-Presidents, 

D.  P.  Miller, 
H.  Orlady, 

Huntingdon. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

A.  B.  Brumbaugh, 

Huntingdon. 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

G.  B.  Orlady, 

Censors, 

John  C.  Fleming, 
J.  W.  Dinwiddle, 
M.  Orlady, 
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President, 
Vice-President, 
Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


INDIANA  COUNTY. 

H.  Row, 

William  Anderson, 

R.  Barr, 

A.  P.  Purington, 

LANCASTER  COUNTY. 


Indiana. 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Recording  Secretary, 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
Treasurer  and  Librarian, 


President, 

Vice-President, 

Recording  Secretary, 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

Treasurer, 

Censor, 


President, 
Vice-Presidents, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, 


Joseph  Brackbill, 
J.  H.  Mayer, 
William  Blackwood, 
Alexander  Craig, 
M.  L.  Herr, 

LEHIGH  COUNTY. 

W.  B.  Erdman, 
A.  P.  Fetherolf, 
P.  S.  Reichard, 
T.  0.  Yeager, 
E.  G.  Martin, 
William  Herbst, 

LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

Jonathan  E.  Bulkeley, 

H.  D.  Bixby, 

R.  Davis, 

W.  L.  Hartman, 


President, 
Vice-Presidents, 

Secretary, 
Treasurer, 
Censors, 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Secretary,   . 
Treasurer, 
Censors, 


LYCOMING  COUNTY. 

George  D.  Nutt, 
Edward  Logan, 
J.  H.  Harley, 
J.  T.  Mays, 

B.  H.  Detweiler, 
J.  P.  McVicker, 
E.  M.  Alba, 

C.  L.  Lyon, 
William  Eves, 
S.  S.  Smith, 

MERCER  COUNTY. 

E.  X.  Geibner, 
T.  M.  Brown, 
B.  E.  Mossman, 
A.  T.  Clark, 

E.  Griswold, 

F.  H.  Leet, 
J.  P.  Hosack, 


Strasburg. 
Willow  Street. 
Lancaster. 
Columbia. 
Lancaster. 


Macungie. 
Litzenburg. 
Allentown. 


Trexlertown. 


Wilkesbarre. 

Plymouth. 

Wilkesbarre. 

Pittston. 


Williamsport. 

Dewart. 
WiUiamsport. 


MontoursvUle. 

Newberry. 

Driftwood,  Cameron  Co. 


Sandy  Lake. 

Sharpsville. 

Greenville. 

Worth. 

Sharon. 

Gre'enville. 

Mercer. 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Recording  Secretary, 
Corresponding  Secretary, 


Joseph  K.  Weaver, 
William  Corson, 
John  Shrawder, 
Hiram  Corson, 


President, 
Vice-Presidents, 

Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 

T.  M.  Jnnkin, 
Amos  Seip, 
S.  Bachman, 
Isaac  Ott, 
Samuel  Sandt, 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Recording  Secretary, 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
Treasurer,        ' 


PERRY  COUNTY. 

A.  J.  Werner, 

B.  F.  Strickler, 
J.  E.  Singer, 
James  Eby, 
Joseph  Swartz, 


PHILADELPHIA  COUNTY. 

President,  William  B.  Atkinson, 

Vice-Presidents,  Henry  H.  Smith, 

H.  St.  Clair  Ash, 
Recording  Secretary,  Henry  Leaman, 

Assist.  Recording  Secretary,  Lemuel  J.  Deal, 
Corresponding  Secretary,       Wm.  Goodell, 
Treasurer,  Wm.  M.  Welch, 

Censors,  Alfred  Still6, 

Robert  Burns, 
Horace  Y.  Evans, 
William  L.  Knight, 
N.  L.  Hatfield, 

SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 


Norristown. 

u 

Fairview. 
Conshohocken. 


Easton. 


Duncannon. 

New  Bloomfield. 

Newport 

Duncannon. 


Philadelphia. 


President, 

L.  M.  Thompson. 

Mahanoy  City. 

Vice-President, 

D.  W.  Bland, 

Potteville. 

Recording  Secretary, 

R.  S.  Chrisman, 

(t 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

W.  R.  Owens, 

Ashland. 

Treasurer, 

B.  C.  Guldin, 

Tamaqua. 

Censors, 

W.  Long, 

it 

J.  J.  Yocum, 

Ashland. 

D.  W.  Bland, 

Pottsville. 

, 

J.  Treichler, 

McKeansburg. 

J.  T.  Carpenter, 

Pottsville. 
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President, 
Vice-President, 
Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY. 

Williitm  L.  Richardson,  Montrose, 

A.  C.  Blakeslee,        Nicholson  (Wyoming  Co) 
C.  0.  Halsey, 


President, 

Vice-President, 

Recording  Secretary, 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

Treasurer, 

Censors, 


L.  A.  Smith, 

TIOGA  COUNTY. 

C.  K.  Thompson, 
C.  M.  Phillips, 
Charles  W.  Brown, 
A.  J.  Heggie, 
H.  H.  Borden, 
H.  A.  Phillips, 
R.  B.  Smith, 
A.  M.  Loop, 


lyfontrose. 
New  Milford. 


Wellsboro'. 
Knozville. 
Mansfield. 
Osceola. 
Tioga. 
Knoxville. 
Tioga- 
Nelson* 


President, 
Vice-Presidents, 


Recording  Secretary, 


VENANGO  COUNTY. 

F.  F.  Davis, 
W.  Lowrie  Whann, 
L.  H.  Christie, 
B.  F.  Hamilton, 
John  A.  Ritchey, 


Assist.  Recording  Secretary,  W.  D.  Moore, 
Corresponding  Secretary,       D.  Harper, 
Treasurer,  W.  Lowrie  Whann, 

WARREN  COUNTY. 


President, 

A.  C.  Blodgett, 

Vice-Presidents, 

L.  N.  Willard, 

M.  Pickett, 

Secretary, 

Wm.  V.  Hazeltine, 

Treasurer, 

D.  V.  Stranahan.  Jr., 

Censors, 

H.  L.  Bartholomew, 

* 

J.  L.  Burroughs, 

C.  H.  Smith, 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

President, 

N.  P.  Morrison, 

Vice-Presidents, 

George  A.  Linn, 

E.  Carey, 

Secretary, 

Wm.  R.  Thompson, 

Treasurer, 

M.  H.  Clark, 

Censors, 

S.  L.  Blachley, 

J.  H.  Little, 

F.  P.  Scott, 

VOL.  X. 

20 

Oil  City. 

Franklin. 

Petroleum  Centre* 

Emleutown. 

OU  City. 

Franklin. 

Kane  City. 

Franklin. 


Youngs  ville. 

Fagundus. 

Columbus. 

Warren. 


Sugar  Grove. 


Monongahela  City. 

Prosperity. 
Washington. 

Sparta. 

Washington. 

Claysville. 
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WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 


President, 

D.  W.  McConaughy. 

Latrobc. 

Vice-President, 

W.  C.  Coleman, 

i( 

Recording  Secretary, 

Robert  Brown, 

Greensburg 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

J.  W.  Anawalt, 

" 

Treasurer, 

D.  W.  McConaughy, 

Latrobe. 

Censors, 

J.  W.  Anawalt, 

Greensburg. 

J.  M.  Stevenson, 

ii 

Robert  Brown, 

i< 

YORK  COUNTY. 

President, 

James  W.  Kerr, 

York, 

Vice-Presidents, 

Edward  H.  Pentz, 
Alexander  R.  Blair, 

Secretary, 

John  P.  Holahan, 

Treasurer, 

Benjamin  F.  Spangler, 

Censors, 

Jacob  Hay,  Jr., 
Luther  M.  Lochman, 

(( 

• 

Charles  Garver, 

«4 
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A  Goantj  plaoed  in  pareathesM  (  )  indicates  the  Societj  of  which  the  person  is  a  member. 


Adler,  John  M.,  Philadelphia. 

Agnew,  D.  Hays,  Philadelphia. 

Ahl,  Dayid,  NewTille,  Camberland. 

Ainey,  A.  J.,  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna. 

Ainey,  D.C.,  New  Milford,  Susquehanna. 

Ake,  Joseph  H.,  Williamsburg,  Blair. 

Alba,  E.  M.,  WilUamsport,  Lycoming. 

Albright,  C.  E.,  Muncy,  Lycoming. 

Albright,  F.  G.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 

Alcorn,  James  P.,  Allegheny,  Allegheny. 

Alexander,  J.  W.,  Canonsburg,  Wash. 

Alexander,  W.  B.,  CurwensTille,  Clear- 
field. 

Allen,  £.  P.,  Athens,  Bradford. 

Allen,  John  M.,  Chester,  Delaware. 

Allen,  S.  H.,  Bakerstown,  Allegheny. 

Ammons,  J.  S.,  Reading,  Berks. 

Anawalt,  James  W.,  Greensburg,  West- 
moreland. 

Anderson,  D.,  Finleyrille,  Washington. 

Anderson,  Joseph  W.,  Cabinet,  Montg'y. 

Anderson,  Wm.,  Indiana,  Indiana. 

Andrews,  Jas.  P.,  Coleraine,  Lancaster. 

Andrews,  Thomas  H.,  Philadelphia. 

Ard,  W.  D.,  New  Bloomfield,  Perry. 

Arensburg,  L.  F.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Arnholt,  M.  A.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Arter,  J.  R.,  Oil  City,  Venango. 

Asdale,  W.  J.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Ash,  H.  St.  Clair,  Philadelphia. 

Ashharst,  Samuel,  Philadelphia. 

Ashley,  C.  D.,  Guy's  Mills,  Crawford. 

Ashmead,  Wm.,  Germantown,  Phila. 

Ashton,  S.  K.,  Germantown,  Phila. 

Atkinson.  Wm.  B.,  Philadelphia. 

Atlee,  John  L.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 

Atlee,  John  L  ,  Jr., Lancaster,  Lancaster. 


Atlee,  Washington  L  ,  Philadelphia. 
Audenreid  J.,  Scran  ton,  Luzerne. 
Axtell,  A.  R.,  Troy,  Bradford. 

Bachman,  S.,  Easton,  Northampton. 
Bacon,  Daniel,  Wellsboro',  Tioga. 
Bailey,  Wm.  D.,  Dillsburg,  York. 
Baker,  W.  A.,  Scotch  Hill,  Clarion. 
Baldwin,  L.  E.,  Philadelphia. 
Barber,  John,  Sharon,  Mercer. 
Barber,  J.  H.,  Strattonville,  Clarion. 
Barnes,  R.  H.,  Wheatland,  Mercer. 
Barr,  A.  M.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 
Barr,  David  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Barr,  G.  W.,  Titus?ille,  Crawford. 
Barr,  Robert,  Indiana,  Indiana. 
Bartelson,  S.  P.,  Kelly ville,  Delaware. 
Bartholomew,  H.  L.,  Warren,  Warren. 
Barton,  J.  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Bates,  S.  S.,  Titusville,  Crawford. 
Batten,  John  M.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 
Baxter,  H.  F.,  Philadelphia. 
Baur,  Joseph,  Tamaqua,  Schuylkill. 
Beach,  Wm.  T.,  Minersville,  Schuylkill. 
Bean,  G.  W.,  Bainbridge,  Lancaster. 
Beaver,  D.  B.  D.,  Womelsdorf,  Berks. 
Beaver,  D.  R.,  Conshohocken,  Montg'y. 
Beikel,  A.  S.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 
Benham,  Silas  N.,  Pittsburg,  Alleg'y. 
Benner,  Henry  P.,  Philadelphia. 
Bennett,  J.,  New  Washington,  Clearfield. 
Benton,  S.  H.,  Oil  City,  Venango. 
Best,  David,  Meadville,  Crawford. 
Betz,  Israel,  Oakville,  Cumberland. 
Bigler^  W.  B.,  Wrightsville,  York  (Lan- 
caster). 
Bigham,  James,  Clinton,  Allegheny. 
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Birch,  Geo.  W.,  Greensboro',  Greene. 

Bird,  J.  F.,  Philadelphia. 

Bird,  Joseph  W.,  Tremont,  Schuylkill. 

Birdsall,  S.,  Susquehanna  Depot,  Susq. 

Bishop,  H.  M.,  Sharon,  Mercer. 

Bixby,  Herbert  D.,  I'lymouth,  Luzerne. 

Bizler,  J.  R.,  Carlisle,  Cumberland. 

Blachly,  S.  L.,  Sparta,  Washington. 

Blackwood,  Wm.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 

Blair,  Alex.  R.,  York,  York. 

Blakeslee,  A.  C,  Nicholson,  Wyoming, 
(Susquehanna). 

Blakeslee,  W.  R.,  Harford,  Susquehanna. 

Blakeslee,  W.  R.,  Coatesville,  Chester. 

Bland,  D.  W.,  Pottsville,  Schuylkill. 

Blatchley,  J.  L.,  Kenneyrille,  Tioga. 

Blatchly,  M.,  Waynesboro,  Greene. 

Blodgett,  A.  C,  YoungSTille,  Warren. 

Bloom,  F.  G.,  Martinsburg,  Blair. 

Boal,  G.  Y.,  Baden,  Beayer. 

Bockius,  J.  Atlee,  Columbia,  Lancaster. 

Boggs,  S.  W.,  Allegheny,  Allegheny. 

Boker,  Charles  S.,  Philadelphia. 

Boland,  J.  N.,  Tidioute,  Warren. 

Bomberger,  Geo.  L.,  Philadelphia, 

Bonebreak,  D.  W.,  Martinsburg,  Blair. 

Boon;  Jacob,  Darby,  Delaware. 

Boone,  M.  0.,  Shenandoah,  Susquehan. 

Bordon,  H.  H.,  Tioga,  Tioga. 

Boumonville,  Aug.  C,  Philadelphia. 

Bouton,  S.  D.,  Sheffield,  Warren. 

Bowman,  E.  J.,  Neffsyille,  Lancaster. 

Bowman,  Jas.  W.,  Watsonton,  Northum- 
berland (Lycoming). 

Boyd,  E.  B.,  Scranton,  Luzerne. 

Boyle,  W.  H.,  Chambersburg,  Franklin. 

Braden,  D.  W.,  Waynesburg,  Greene. 

Bradley,  W.  H.,  Danville,  Montour. 

Bradley,  J.  P.,  Burgettstown,  Wash. 

Bradner,  N.  Roe,  Philadelphia. 

Brandes,  C,  Erie,  Erie. 

Brandt,  E.  B.,  Meohaniosburg,  Cum- 
berland. * 

Brackbill,  Jos.,  Strasburg,  Lancaster. 

Bredin,  Stephen,  Butler,  Butler. 

Brehm,  S.  H.,  Newville,  Cumberland. 

Brehman,  G.  E.,  Altoona,  Blair. 

Breiner,  H.,  Beer  P.  0.,  Allegheny. 

Breinig,  P.  B.,  Bethlehem,  Northamp. 

Brendle,  Geo.  P.,  Mahanoy  City,  Schuyl. 


Brinton,  Daniel  G.,  Philadelphia. 
Brinton,  John  B.,  West  Chester,  Chester. 

Brinton,  Wm.  B.,  West  Chester,  (tester. 

JBrobst,  Edward,  Leesport,  Berks. 

Brobst,  J.  A.,  Bemville,  Berks. 

BroUier,  E.,  Grant,  Indiana. 

Brooke,  J.  B.,  Reading,  Berks. 

Brown,  Alfred,  ^ellertown,  Northamp- 
ton. 

Brown,  A.  G.,  Emlenton,  Venangd. 

Brown,  Chas.  W.,  Mansfield,  Tioga. 

Brown,  Geo.  W.,  Port  Carbon,  Schuyl. 

Brown,  J.,  Mifflin ville,  Columbia. 

Brown,  Robert,  Greensburg,  Westmore* 
land. 

Brown,  T.  M.,  Clarksville,  Mercer. 

Brownson,     Robert    S.,     Mercersburg, 
Franklin. 

Bruce,  Geo.  D.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

BruckhartjW.  P.,  Mt.  Joy,  Lancaster. 

Brumbaugh,  A.  B.,  Huntingdon,'  Hunt- 
ingdon. 

Brundage,  A.  T.,  FactoryTille,  Wyoming, 
(Susquehanna). 

Bruner,  Daniel  J.,  Columbia,  Lancaster. 

Brush,  Jas.  A.,  Sheakleyville,  Mercer. 

Buchanan,  J.  G.,  Allegheny,  Allegheny. 

Buck,  B.  S.,  Philadelphia. 

Buck,  F.  J.,  Philadelphia. 

Buokby,  Wilson,  Philadelphia. 

Buehler,  H.  B.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Buhrman,  Hiram,  Quinoy,  Franklin. 

Bulkeley,  J.  E.,  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne. 

Bunn,  Wm.  H.,  Philadelphia. 

Buttermore,  Smith,  Connellsrille,  Fay'te. 

Burohfield,  J.  P.,  Clearfield,  Clearfield. 

Burns,  Robert,  Frankford,  Phila. 

Bums,  R.  Bruce,  Frankford,  Phila. 

Burpee,  David,  Philadelphia. 

Burr,  C,  Hyde  Park,  Luzerne. 

Burroughs,  J.  L.,  Sugar  Grove,  Warren. 

Butler,  Samuel  W.,  Philadelphia. 

Byerle,  W.  Geo.,  Bemville,  Berks. 

Byers,  W.  C,  Bellevemon,  Fayette. 

Calderwood,  A.  P.,  Tyrone,  BUdr. 
Caldwell,  G.  W.,  Glen  Hope,  Clearfield. 
Caldwell,  J.  R.,  Johnstown,  Cambria. 
Calvin,  D.  M.,  Meadville,  Crawford. 
Cantrell,  J.  H.,  Philadelphia. 
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Carey,  E.,  Prosperity,  Washington. 

Carey,  Joho,  UoioDtown,  Fayette. 

Carey,  R.  B.,  Chester  Springs,  Chester. 

Carpenter,  Henry,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 

Carpenter,  John  T.,  Pottsville,  Schayl. 

Carr,  A.  P.,  St.  Clair,  Schuylkill. 

Carroll,  Wm.,  Philadelphia. 

Carson,  Joseph,  Philadelphia. 

Case,  W.  A.,  Espy,  Columbia. 

Case,  James,  Liverpool,  Perry. 

Chamberlain,  S.  J.,  Dunmore,  Luzerne. 

Cheesman,  Q.,  Library  P.  0.,  Allegheny. 

Chesrown,  A.  V.,  Buchanan,  Allegheny. 

Cheston,  D.  Murray,  Philadelphia. 

Chestnut,  J.  H.  W.,  Philadelphia. 

Chrisman,  R.  S.,  Pottsville,  Schuylkill. 

Christ,  Theo.  S.,  Chester,  Delaware. 

Christie,  J.  H.,  Franklin,  Venango. 

Christie,  L.  H.,  Petroleum  Centre,  Ve- 
nango. 

Christy,  John  T.,  Altoona,  Blair. 

Christy,  R.  W.,  Jr.,  Hollidaysburg,  Blair. 

Church,  Wm.,  Meadville,  Crawford. 

Cisna,  W.  R.,  Ickesburg,  Perry. 

Clagett,  L.  S.-,  Penn,  Westmoreland. 

Claggett,  W.  L.,  Standing  Stone,  Brad- 
ford. 

Clark,  A.  T.,  Worth,  Mercer. 

Clark,  D.  D.,  Philadelphia. 

Clark,  J.  H.,  Mt  Pleasant,  Westmore'd. 

Clark,  L.  S.,  Philadelphia. 

Clark,  M.  H.,  Washington,  Wash. 

Clark,  Rowan,  Antistown,  Blair. 

Clark,  W.  N.,  Whitestown,  Butler. 

Claudy,  J.  C,  Newville,  Cumberland. 

Cleaver,  Israel,  Reading,  Berks. 

Clinger,  P.  S.,  Conestoga,  Lancaster. 

Clover,  W.  M.,  Lamartine,  Clarion. 

Coates,  Benj.  H.,  Philadelphia. 

Coblenti,  Jos.,  Reading,  Berks. 

Coffey,  H.  T.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Cohen,  J.  Solis,  Philadelphia. 

C<fle,  A.  J.,  Mansfield,  Tioga. 

Cole,  W.  W.,  Allegheny,  Allegheny. 

Coleman,  Wm.  C,  Latrobe,  Westmore- 
land. 

Collins,  James,  Philadelphia. 

Compton,  Wm.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 

Conklin,  Gustavus,  Orwell,  Bradford. 

Conklin,  S.  A.,  Bellevernon,  Fayette. 


Conrad,  J.  A.,  Robesonia,  Berks. 

Cook,  Jos.  L.,  New  Alexandria,  West- 
moreland. 

Cooper,  J.  C,  Philadelphia. 

Coover,  J.  H.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Cope,  Thos.,  Nazareth,  Northampton. 

Corson,  El  wood  M.,  Norristown,  Mont- 
gomery. 

Corson,  Hiram,  Conshohocken,  Mont- 
gomery. 

Corson,  Jos.  K.,  Norristown,  Montg'y. 

Corson,  Wm.,  Norristown,  Montgomery. 

Corss,  Fred.,  Kingston,  Luzerne. 

Coryell,  R.  H.,  St.  Clair,  Schuylkill. 

Cotton,  John  C,  Meadville,  Crawford. 

Coulter,  G.  W.,  Slippery  Rock,  Butler. 

Cowan,  Frank,  Greensburg,  Westmore- 
land. 

Cowden,  W.  R.,  Proctorsville,  Butler. 

Craig,  Alex.,  Columbia,  Lancaster. 

Crass,  A.  G.,  Waynesburg,  Greene. 

Crawford,  C.  C.  V.,  Village  Green, 
Delaware. 

Crawford,  J.  K.,  Cooperstown;  Venango. 

Crawford,  J.  L.,  Saltsburg,  Indiana. 

Crawford,  J.  S  ,  Williamsport,  Lycom'g. 

Crawford,  Robert,  Cooperstown,  Ve- 
nango. 

Crawford,  W.  H.,  Nazareth,  Northmt'n. 

Cressler,  Alonzo  L.,  Conyngham,  Luz'e. 

Criswell,  John,  New  Bethlehem,  Clarion. 

Crouch,  D.  0.,  Curwensville,  Clearfield. 

Crowly,  T.  Stanton,  Philadelphia. 

Cummings,  J.  M.,  Wheatland,  Lycom'g. 

Curran,  Wm.,  Philadelphia. 

Curtis,  Levi,  Philadelphia. 

Curwen,  John,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Dale,  W.  W.,  Carlisle,  Cumberland. 
Daly,  W.  H.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 
Darling,  L.,  Jr.,  Lawrenceville,  Tioga. 
Darlington,  H.,  Concordville,  DelawAre.- 
Darrach,  Jas.,  Germantown,  Phila. 
Davenney,  H.  A.,  Youngsville,  War*n. 
Davidson,  Jas.  K.,  Greencastle,  Frank. 
Davidson,  J.  H.,  Cook's  Mills,  Fayette. 
Davis,  F.  F.,  Oil  City,  Venango. 
Davis,  J.  H.,  Paradise,  Lancaster. 
Davis,  M.  L.,  Rofarrerstown,  Lancaster. 
Davis,  R.,*  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne. 
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Davis,  Samuel  T.,  Millersville,  Lancas. 

Day,  Alfred,  Mechanicsburg,  Cumberrd. 

Dayton,  S.  W.,  Great  Bend,  Susq. 

Deal,  Lemuel  J.,  Philadelphia. 

De  La  Cossett,  H.,  Greenville,  Mercer. 

De  Long,  Daniel,  Stone  Church,   Nor- 
thampton. 

De  La  Montanje,  L.,  Towanda,  Bradford. 

Demm6,  Theo.  A.,  Philadelphia. 

Dennis,   Welding   F.,  Wilkesbarre,  Lu- 
zerne. 

Denny,  B.  W.,  Farrards  Fort,  Greene. 

Detwiler,  B.  H.,   Williamsport,  Lyc'g. 

Detweiler,  Saml.,  Trappe,  Montgomery. 

Devereaux,  Robert,  Summit,  Cambria. 

Dewey,  E.  H.,  Meadville,  Crawford. 

DeWitt,  W.  R.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

De  Young,  Philip,  Philadelphia. 

Dickeson,  Wm.  T.  W.,  Media,  DeL 

Dickey,  A.  M.,  Doylestown,  Bucks. 

Dickson,  John,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Dickson,  J.  G.,  Canonsburg,  Wash. 

Dickson,  Joseph  N.,  Pittsburg,  AUegh'y. 

Dickson,  John  S.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Dieflfenderfer,  E.  L.,  Ashley,  Luzerne. 

Dille,  G.  W.,  Cooperstown,  Venango. 

Dille,  J.  M.,  Cooperstown,  Venango. 

Dinwiddle,  J.  W., ,  Huntingdon. 

Dock,  Geo.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Donaldson,  D.,  Moorhead,  Allegheny. 

Donges,  J.  W.,  Donaldson,  Schuylkill. 

Donnelly,  E.,  IMttsburg,  Allegheny. 

Donnelly,  H.  L.,  Latrobe,  Westmoreland. 

Dougherty,  G.   A.,  WashingtoDi  Wash- 
ington. 

Drysdale,  Thomas  M.,  Philadelphia. 

Duncan,  J.  A.»  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 
Duncan,  J.  L.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 
Duncan,  W.  S.,  Brownsville,  Fayette. 
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Means,  W.  A.,  Luthersburg,  Clearfield. 

Mease,  J.  W.,  Shippensville,  Clarion. 

Megargle,  0.  A.,  Orangeville,  Columbia. 

Mehard,  Jas.  W.,  Mercer,  Mercer. 

Mehard,  S.  8.,  Mercer,  Mercer. 

Meigs,  James  Aitken,  Philadelphia. 

Meigs,  John  Forsythe,  Philadelphia. 

Meine,  Chas.,  Germania,  Potter  Co. 
(Tioga). 

Meisenhalter,  Edw.  M.,  York,  York. 

Meixell,  Jos.,  Easton,  Northampton. 

Mensch,  J.  G.,  Pennsboro*,  Montgomery. 

Merritt,  David,  Philadelphia. 

Meschter,  Geo.  E.,  Worcester,  Mont- 
gomery. 

Metzgar,  L.  R.,  Wilkins  P.  0.,  Alleg'y. 

Miller,  D.  P.,  Huntingdon,  Huntingdon. 

Miller,  Geo.,  Lampetre,  Lancaster. 

Miller,  Jos.  W.,  Allegheny,  Allegheny. 

Miller,  J.  M.,  Allegheny,  Allegheny. 

Miller,  0.  L.,  Allegheny  City,  Allegheny. 

Miller,  W.  N.,  Allegheny  City,  Alleg'y. 

Milliken,  D.  B.,  Landisburg,  Perry. 

Mills,  Edward,  Ulster,  Bradford. 

Mish,  Geo.  F.,  Middletown,  Dauphin. 

Mitchell,  G.  W.,  Andersonburg,  Perry. 

Montgomery,  John,  Chambersburg, 
Franklin. 
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Moody,  BeDJamin,  Wjalasing,  Bradford. 
Moody,  G.  0.,  Titusville,  Crawford. 
Moody,  H.  Mont.,  Smithfield,  Bradford. 
Moore,  E.  W.,  FrADklin,  Venango. 
Moore,  J.  H.  B.,  Unionville,  Chester. 
Moore,  Jas.  W.,  Easton,  Northampton. 
Moore,  John  P.,  Womelsdorf,  Berks. 
Moore,  M.  M.,  Wesleyyille,  Erie. 
Morris,  J.  Cheston,  Philadelphia. 
Morris,  Sydney  R.,  Philadelphia. 
Morrison,  M.   P.,  Monongahela,  Wash- 
ington. 
Moss,  G.  W.,  Newtown,  Greene. 
Mosser,  B.  M.,  Shiremanstown,  Cumb. 
Mosser,  E.  N.,  Mechaniosburg,  Cumb. 
Mossman,  B.  E.,  Greenville,  Mercer. 
Mower,  H.,  Boiling  Springs,  Cumb. 
Mo  wry,  R.  B.,  Allegheny  City,  Alleg'y. 
Murphy,  J.  A.,  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne. 
Murry,  A.  A.,  Millerstown,  Perry. 
Musser,  Benj.,  Strasburg;  Lancaster. 
Mnsser,  F.  M.,  Bird  in  Hand,  Lancaster. 
Musser,  J.  H.,  Lampetre,  Lancaster. 
Mott, ,  Hyde  Park,  Luzerne. 

Napheys,  Geo.  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Nash,  J.  D.,  Philadelphia. 
Neal,  H.,  Allegheny,  Allegheny. 
Nebinger,  Andrew,  Philadelphia. 
Ne£f,  Geo.  W.,  Jr.,  Masontown,  Fayette. 
Nevin,  W.  W.,  Shippensburg,  Cumb. 
Newberry,  Milton,  White  Marsh,  Montg. 
Newcomet,  H.  W.,  Philadelphia. 
Newcomet,  J.  W.,  Stouchstown,  Berks. 
Newton,  D.  N.,  Monroeton,  Bradford. 
Neyman,  A.  M.,  Butler,  Butler. 
Nisley,  S.  R.,  Hummelstown,  Dauphin. 
Noble,  W.  P.,  Upton,  Franklin. 
Nolan,  E.  J.,  Philadelphia. 
Norman,  J.  P.,  Monongahela  City,  Wash. 
Nugent,  W.  G.,  Pittston,  Luzerne. 
Nutt,  Geo.  D.,  Williamsport,  Lycoming. 
Nye,  H.,  Enon  Valley,  Beayer. 

Oakes,  T.  Fletcher,  Titusrille,  Crawford. 
Oellig,  J.  F.,  Woodbury,  Bedford  Co. 

(Blair).  , 

O'Brien,  J.  H.,  Carrick  P.  0.,  Allegh*y. 
O'Connor,  M.,  Harrisbnrg,  Dauphin. 
Oglesby,  Jas.,  Danyille,  Montour. 


0*Hara,  Michael,  Philadelphia. 
O'Malley,  P.  J.,  Pittston,  Luzerne. 
O'Neill,  Arthur,  Conneautville,  Crawf  d. 

Orlady,  Geo.  B., ,  Huntingdon. 

Orlady,  H., ,  Huntingdon. 

Orlady,  M., ,  Huntingdon. 

Orris,  H.  0.,  Newport,  Perry. 
Orth,  H.  L.,  Harrisbnrg,  Dauphin. 
Osier,  Owen,.  Philadelphia. 
Ott,  Isaac,  Easton,  Northampton. 
Owens,  Wm.  R.,  Ashland,  Schuylkill. 

Packer,  N.,  Wellsboro',  Tioga. 
Page,  Wm.  B.,  Philadelphia. 
Pancoast,  Joseph,  Philadelphia.  .. 
Pancoast,  Wm.  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Parrish,  Joseph,  Media,  Delaware. 
Patten,  F.  H.,  Fairchance,  Fayette. 
Paul,  Comegys,  Philadelphia. 
Paxson,  John,  Jenkintown,  Montg'ry. 
Paxson,  Joseph  A.,  Buckingham,  Bucks. 
Pentx,  Edw.  H.,  York,  York. 
Pepper,  Wm.,  Philadelphia. 
Perchment,  John,  Wilkins,  Allegheny. 
Perkins,  E.  S.,  Philadelphia. 
Perry,  N.  M.,  Troupsburg,  N.  Y.  (Tioga). 
Pfluege,  C.  P.,  Stouts  P.  0.,  North'n. 
Phelps,  W.  C,  Philadelphia. 
Philips,  E.  T.,  Tower  City,  Schuylkill. 
Phillips,  C.  M.,  Enoxville,  Tioga. 
Phillips,  D.  A.,  Stoneboro',  Mercer. 
Phillips,  Ellis,  Connellsville,  Fayette. 
Phillips,  H.  A.,  Knoxville,  Tioga. 
Phillips,  J.  A.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 
Phister,  Benjamin,  Philadelphia. 
Pickett,  M.,   Columbus,  Warren. 
Piper,  0.  P.,  Girardville,  Schi|ylkill. 
Pollock,  A.  M.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 
Pollock,  Saml.,  Williamsport,  Lycom'g. 
Post,  A.  £.,  Gaines,  Tioga. 
Potteiger,  J.  B.,  Hamburg,  Berks. 
Potter,  J.  W.,  French  ville,  Clearfield. 
Powell,  W.  W.,  Fertig,  Venango. 
Prall,  C.  B.,  Philadelphia. 
PreYOSt,  L.  W.,  Tremont,  Schuylkill. 
Price,  Burroughs,  Philadelphia. 
Price,  Jacob,  West  Chester,  Chester. 
Priestley,  Jos.  R.,  Northumberland,  Nor- 
thumberland (Columbia  and  Montour). 
Prizer,  Granville,  Lionyille,  Chester. 
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Purington,  A.  F.,  Indiana,  Indiana. 
Pursel,  I.,  Danville,  MontQur. 
Puryiance,  Geo.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 
Purvis,  W.  L,  Etna  P.  0.,  Allegheny. 

Quail,  Chas.  E.,  Aubarn,  Schuylkill. 

Rahauser,  Geo.  G.,  Ormsby,  Allegheny. 

Rahter,  C.  A.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Raker,  Wm.,  Pillow,  Dauphin. 

Randinbash, ,  Adamstown,' Berks. 

Rankin,  D.  N.,  Allegheny  City,  AIlegh*y. 

Ray,  John  T.,  Meadville,  Crawford. 

Raysor,  M.  F.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Rea,  A.  M.,  West  Middleton,  Wash. 
,  |lea,  Wm.  M., ,  Huntingdon. 

Read,  F.  B.,  Bigler,  Gearfield. 

Read,  Lewis  W.,  Norristown,  Montg*y. 

Reagan,  G.  L.,  Shenandoah,  Schuylkill. 

Reber,  W.  M.,  Bloomsburg,  Columbia. 

Reddick,  Saml.  T.,  Allegheny,  Allegh'y. 

Reed,  J.  B.,  West  Alexander,  Washing- 
ton. 

Reed,  Jos.  A.,  Dixmont,  Allegheny. 

Reed,  J.  A.  £.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 

Reed,  S.  P.,  Scranton,  Luzerne. 

Reichard,  C.  C,  Monongahela,  Washing- 
ton. 

Reichard,  P.  L.,  Allentown,  Lehigh. 

Reid,  J.  K.,  Conshohotken,  Montgomery. 

Reilly,  Geo.  W.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Reinhart,  Wm.  D.,  Reeseville,  Chester. 

Renninger,  A.  C,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Reiter,  W.  C,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Rentschler,  H.  D.,  Ringtown,  Schuyl. 

Rex,  T.  A.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Rhoads,  J.  R.,  Watsonton,  Northumber- 
land (Lycoming). 

Rhoads,  T.  C,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Rice,  S.  N.,  nttston,  Luteme. 

Rice,  Wm., ,  Bradford. 

Richards,  John  C,  Chambersburg,' Frank. 

Richardson,  D.  D  ,  Philadelphia. 

Richardson,  W.  L.,  Montrose,  Susque. 

Richter,  A.,    Williamsport,  Lycoming. 

Rickards,  W.  M.  L.,  Philadelphia. 

Ridgway,  T.  E.,  Philadelphia. 

Riggs,  D.  W.,  Allegheny  City,  AUegh'y. 

Righter,  W.,  Columbia,  Lancaster. 

Ritehey,  John  A.,  Oil  City,  Venango. 


Ritter,  George,  Benvenue,  Perry. 
Robins,  E.  S.,  Covington,  Tioga. 
Robins,  J.  E.,  Catawissa,  Columbia.. 
Robins,  0.  M.,  Minersville,  Schuylkill. 
Robins,  W.  B.,  Catawissa,  Columbia. 
Robinson,  James,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 
Robinson,  F.  C,  Union  town,  Fayette. 
Robinson,  W.  P.,  Hatboro',  Montg'y. 
Rockwell,  J.  E.,  Troy,  Bradford. 
Roebuck,  J.  H.,  Hnmmelstown,  Danph. 
Roebuck,  P.  J.,  Litii,  Lancaster. 
Rogers,  J.  J.,  Huntsville,  Luzerne. 
Rogers,  Robert  E.,  Philadelphia. 
Roller,  W.  C,  Hollidaysburg,  Blair. 
R^se,  J.  M.,  Chester,  Delaware. 
Ross,  James,  Clarion,  Clarion. 
Ross,  J.  E.,  S.  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne. 
Ross,  John  D.,  Williamsburg,  Blair. 
Ross,  J.  Frank,  Clarion,  Clarion. 
Ross,  S.  M.,  Greenville,  Mercer. 
Ross,  T.  W.,  Waynesburg,  Greene. 
Rothrock,  Jos.  F.,  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne. 
Row,  H.,  Indiana,  Indiana. 
Rowland,  W.  S.,  York,  York, 
Rnpp,  H.,  Hummelstown,  Dauphin. 
Russ,  E.  J.,  St.  Mary's,  Tioga. 
Rutledge,  R.,  Blairsrille,  Indiana. 
Rutherford,  A.  D.,  Harrisburg,  Dauph. 

Sampson,  T.  W.,  Emlenton,  Venango. 

Sandt,  John,  Stookertown,  North'n. 

Sandt,  Samuel,  Easton,  Northampton. 

Santee,  Eugene  I.,  Philadelphia. 

Sargent,  P.  Gorhanl,  Radnor,  Delaware 
(Montgomery). 

Sargent,  Winthrop,  Philadelphia. 

Sarrer,  Wm.,  Allegheny  City,  Allegh'y. 

Savery,  Wm.  C,  Bryn  Mawr,  Mont. 

Saylor,  Geo.  W.,  Tamaqna,  Schuylkill. 

Schofiekl,  E.  L.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 

Schrack,  David,  Jeffersonville,  Montgo- 
mery. 

Schrack,  John,  JeifersonviUe,  Montg'y. 

Schultz,  S.  S.,  Danville,  Montour. 

Scott,  F.  P.,  Claysville,  Washington. 

Seaman,  J.  E.,  Lenhartsrille,  Berks. 

Seel#y,  A.  H.,  Woodhull,  N.  Y.  (Tioga). 

Seiberling,  F.  C,  Lynnsville,  Lehigh. 

Seem,  Albert  A.,  Ackermantown,  Nor- 
thampton. 
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Seem,  A.  K.,  Martin's  Greek,  Nortb'n. 

Seller,  Jeremiah,  Harrisborg,  Daaphin. 

Seller,  J.  P.,  Grantyille,  Daaphin. 

Seiler,  B.  H.,  Harrisbarg,  Daaphin. 

Seip,  Amos,  Easton,  Northampton.    • 

Seiple,  C.  S.,  Centre  Square,  Montg*j. 

Semple,  John,  Wilkinsbarg,  Allegheny. 

Senderling,  P.  M.,  Berwick,  Columbia. 

Seaderling,  W.  H.,  Port  Carbon,  Sohuyl. 

Senseny,  A.  H.,  Chambersburg,  Frank. 

Senseny,  £.  N.,  Chambersburg,  Frank. 

Shannon,  B.  F.,  Schuylkill  Hayen, 
SchuylkiU. 

Shapleigh,  £.  B.,  Philadelphia. 

Shattuck,  Geo.  F.,  Philadelphia. 

Shaw,  ThtB.  W.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Shearer,  James  M.,  Dillsburg,  York. 

Shearer,  Jas.  Y.,  Sinking  Springs,  Berks. 

Sheller,  Abm.,  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster. 

Sheibly,  J.  P.,  Landisburg,  Perry. 

Shellito,  G.,  Allegheny  City,  Allegheny. 

Sheridan,  C,  Johnstown,  Cambria. 

Sherman,  A.  B.,  Glrardville,  Schuylkill. 

Shill,  F.,  Johnstown,  Cambria. 

ShiTe,  P.  C,  PlainsTille,  Luzerne. 

Shoemaker,  B.,  BrownsTille,  Fayette. 

Short,  B.  N.,  Mechanicsburg,  Cumberl'd. 

Shrawder,  John  S.,  Fairriew,  Montg'y. 

Shugart,  F.  A.,  Tidioute,  Warren. 

ShulU,  B.  F.,  Danville,  Montour. 

Shurlook,  W.  C,  Darlington,  Beayer. 

Sibbet,  R.  A.,  Carlisle,  Cumberland. 

Simcox,  W.  M.,  Temperanceyille,  Alle. 

Simington,  B.  S.,  Danville,  Montour. 

Simpson,  James,  Philadelphia. 

Simpson,  W.  L.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Singer,  J.  E.,  Newport,  Perry, 

Singer,  J.  J.,  Connellsyille,  Perry. 

Skillem,  S.  B.,  Philadelphia. 

Sloan,  Jas.  G.,  FayeUe  City,  Fayette. 

Slocum,  Alfred  M.,  Philadelphia. 

Smaltx,  J.  Henry,  Philadelphia. 

Smith,  B.  B.,  Allegheny,  Allegheny. 

Smith,  C.  H.,  Sugar  Groye,  Warren. 

Smith,  S.  N.,  Susquehanna  Depot,  Sus- 
quehanna. 

Smith,  G.  W.,  Hollidaysburg,  Blair. 

Smith,  Henry  H.,  Philadelphia. 

Smith,  Jas.  M.,  Tyrone,  Blair. 

Smith,  L.  A.,  New  Milford,  Susquehan. 


Smith,  L.  S.,  Jefferson,  Greene. 

Smith,  Bobert  B.,  Tioga,  Tioga. 

Smith,  S.  B.,  Athensville,  Montgomery. 

Smith,  S.  S.,  Driftwood,  Cameron  (Ly- 
comiQg). 

Smyth,  F.  G.  Philadelphia. 

Suavely,  C.  G.  Manbeim,  Lancaster. 

Snively,  I.  N.,  Waynesboro',  Franklin. 

Smvely,  Whitmer,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Snodgrass,  James  H.,  Pittsburg,  Allegh. 

Snowdon,  S.  G.,  Franklin,  Venango. 

Snyder,  S.  M.,  Danville,  Montour. 

Solliday,  B.  F.,  Tamaqua,  Schuylkill. 

SoUiday,  E.  S.,  Tamaqua,  Schuylkill. 

Spackman,  B.  V.,  Luthersburg,  Clear- 
field. 

Spangler,  Benj.  P.,  York,  York. 

Spalding,  S.  C.»  Shenandoah,  Schuyl. 

Spayd,  Charles  W.,  Wilkesbarre,  Luz'n. 

Speer,  Alex.  M.,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Squire,  B.  A.,  Soranton,  Luzerne. 

Stayer,  A.  S.,  Roaring  Spring,  Blair. 

Stearly,  J.  B.,  Beading,  Berlu. 

Stebbins,  Sumner,  Unionville,  Chester. 

Stegmao,  Adolph,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Stetler,  J.  G.,  Philadelphia. 

Stevens,  Wm.  0.,  Toughkenamon,  Ches- 
ter. 

Stevenson,  E.  S.,  Temperanceville,  Al'y. 

Stevenson,  Jas.  M.,  Adamsburg,  West- 
moreland. 

Stewart,  Alex.,  Shippensburg,  Cumb. 

Stewart,  J.  L.,  Erie,  Erie. 

Stewart,  B.  C,  Shippensburg,  Cumb. 

Stewart,  Thos.,  Carlisle,  Cumberland. 

Stewart,  Wallace  B.,  Armagh,  Indiana. 

Stewart,  Wm.  G.,  Shippensburg,  Cumb. 

Stewart,  W.  S.,  Philadelphia. 

Stiles,  George,  Norristown,  Montgom'y. 

Stilly  Alfred,  Philadelphia. 

Stine,  Luther  K.,  Philadelphia. 

Stites,  Samuel,  Millerstown,  Perry. 

Stone,  John  A.,  Greensboro',  Greene. 

Stottler,  B.  F.,  Wilkinsburg,  Allegheny. 

Straight,  A.  M.,  Wilcox,  Warren. 

Stra&ahan,  C.  W.,  Erie,  Erie. 

Stranahan,  D.  V.,  Jr.,  Warren,  Warren. 

Strawbridge,  J.  D.,  Danville,  Montour. 

Strickland,  D.  H.,  Fairview,  Erie. 
Strickler,  A.  H.,  Waynesboro',  Franklin. 
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Strickler,  B.  F.,New  Bloomfield,  Perry. 
Stubbs,  G.  E.,  Philadelphia. 
Sturgeon,  Wm.  H.,  UDiontown,  Fayette. 
Suesserotty  J.  L.,  Chambersborg,  Frank- 
lin. 
Sutton,  R.  S.,  Allegheny  City,  Alleg*y. 
Swan,  S.  M.,  Johnstown,  Cambria. 
Swartz,  Jos.,  Duncannon,  Perry. 
Swartzlander,  Frank,  Doylestown,  B'cks. 
Swaying.  J.  G.  C,  Pottsville.  Schuylkill. 
Swift,  E.  C,  Easton,  Nortbdmpton. 
Swisher,  T.  J.,  Jersey  town,  Columbia. 

Taylor,  I.  N.,  Girard,  Erie. 

Taylor,  Wm.  T.,  Philadelphia. 

Thayer,  AWin,  Erie,  Erie. 

Thomas,  Isaac,  West  Chester,  Chester. 

Thomas,  J.  D.,  Buchanan,  Allegheny. 

Thompson,  Benj.,  Landenberg,  Chester. 

Thompson,  C.  K.,  Wellsboro',  Tioga. 

Thompson,  Geo.  W., Huntingdon. 

Thompson,  L.  M.,  Mahanoy  City, 
Schuylkill. 

Thompson,  S.  T.,  Danville,  Montour. 

Thompson,  Sidney,  Spruce  Creek,  Hun- 
tingdon (Blair). 

Thompson,  Wm.  R.,  Washington,  Wash- 
ington. 

Thorley,  J.  D.,  New  Cumberland,  Cumb. 

Throckmorton,  W.  S.,  Bay's  Store, 
Greene. 

Todd,  James,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny. 

Tomb,  B.  F.,  McCanicburg,  Indiana. 

Tomb,  R.  J.,  Armagh,  Indiana. 

Tomlinson,  John,  Montoursville,  Ly- 
coming. 

Torrence,  J.  M.,  Indiana,  Indiana. 

Townsend,  Ralph  M.,  Philadelphia. 

Tracy,  E.  G.,  SyWania,  Bradford. 

Travers,  D.  B.,  Steel  Works,  Dauphin. 

Treacy,  D.  J.,  Philadelphia. 

Treichler,  A.  C,  Elizabethtown,  Lan- 
caster. 

Treichler,  Jacob  F.,  McEeansburg, 
Schuylkill. 

Troth,  Samuel  N.,  Philadelphia. 

Trout,  H.  S.,  Marietta,  Lancaster. 

Truckenmiller,  W.  U.,  Slifer,  Union 
(Lycoming). 

Tumbull,  Laurence,  Philadelphia. 


Turner,  A.  L.,  Bloomsbnrg,  Columbia. 
Turner,  C.  M., Bradford. 

Uhler, ,  Cabinet  P.  0.,  Montgomery. 

UlHch,  D.  A.,  Reading,  Berks. 
Ulrich,  W.  B.,  Chester,  Delaware. 
Ullman,  J.  T.,  Rogersville,  Greene. 
Umberger,  J.  R.,  Dauphin,  Dauphin. 
Underwood,  Gideon,  Pittston,  Luzerne. 

Van    Artsdalen,    F.,    Merion    Square, 

Montgomery. 
Vandyke,  E.  B.,  Philadelphia. 
Van  Kirk,  T.  R  ,  McKeesport,  Alleg'y. 
Vanyoorhis,  J.  S.,  Belleyernon,  Fayett*. 
Van  Yalzah,  H.  B.,  Clearfield,  Clearfield. 
Van  Yalzah,  R.  T.,  Ashland,  Schuylkill. 
Varian,  Wm.,  Titusyille,  Crawford. 
Vastine,  J.  H.,  Numedia,  Montour. 

Waggoner,  D.  R.,  Harthegig,  Mercer. 
Walker,  R.  L  ,  Mansfield,  Allegheny. 
Wallace,  Edward,  Philadelphia. 
Wallace,  Ellerslie,  Philadelphia. 
Wallace,  Wm.  M.,  Erie,  Erie. 
Walter,  Joseph  B.,  Centre  Bridge,  Bucks. 
Walters,  W.  W.,  Johnstown,  Cambria. 
Walton,  J.  T.,  Philadelphia. 
Washburn,  Chas.,  Wilkesbaire,  Luzerne. 
Waters,  D.  C,  A  mot,  Tioga. 
Weaver,  J.  K.,  Norristown,  Montgomery. 
Webb,  W.  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Webb,  W.  W.,  Wellsboro*.  Tioga. 
Weber,  Charles,  Pricetown,  Berks. 
Weber,  E.  K..  Mahanoy  City,  Schuylkill. 
Wehner,  Jacob  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Weiser,  Geo.  B.,  York,  York. 
Weidman,  W.  Murray,  Reading,  Berks. 
Welch,  Wm.  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Wells,  J.  Ralston,  Philadelphia. 
Welsh,  W.  S.,  Franklin,  Venango. 
Werner,  A.  J.,  Duncannon,  Perry. 
Weyill,  Richard  Henry,  Philadelphia. 
Whann,  W.  L  ,  Franklin,  Venango. 
Whisler,  S.  M.,  New  Kingston,  Cumb*d. 
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Aborting  variola  pustules,  i.  149 
Abortion,  i.  203 ;  ii.  128. 
Abortive  action  of  quinia,  ii.  65 
Acid,  carbolic,  i.  200 

muriatic,  i.  202 

sulphurous,  i.  175 

treatment,  i.  141 
Acids  in  fevers,  i.  89 
Aconite,  i.  108,  184,  186,  188 

poisoning,  i.  69 
Act  for  registration  of  births,  marriages, 

and  deaths,  i.  42 
Address  in  Obstetrics,  i.  45 ;  ii.  65 

of  President,  i.  27 ;  ii.  85 
Adenitis,  i.  125 
Aged,  fhictures  in,  ii.  162 
Ague,  i.  106,  127 
Albuminuria,  i.  125;  ii.  188 
Alcohol,  i.  188,  186 
Allegheny  County  Med.  Society,  i.  69 ; 

ii.  123 
Allen,  Dr.  E.  P.,  report  by,  i.  80 
Ammonia,  carbolate  of,  ii.  228 

carbonate  of,  i.  204 
Ammonium,  bromide  of,  i.  185 
Amputations,  after-treatment  of,  ii.  226 
AnsBsthesia,  1.  189,  195,  207,  228,  281 
Animalculse,  i.  201 
Antacrid  tincture,  ii.  186 
Anthrax,  i.  112 
Aphasia,  ii.  168 
Arsenic,  i.  188 
Artificial  dilatation  of  anus  and  rectum, 

ii.  90 
Aspergillus  on  membrana  tympani,  ii. 

105 
Asthenic  type,  i.  95 ;  ii.  142 
Atlee,  Dr.  Washington  L.,   address  in 
obstetrics,  i.  45 

on  double  uterus,  ii.  112 
Atropia,  i.  189 
Aurorse,  ii.  195 
Auscultation,  prediction  of  sex  by,  ii.  68 


B 


Bacon,  Dr.,  death  of,  i.  102 
Bates,  Dr.  S.  S.,  memoir  of,  ii.  138 
VOL.  X.  21 


Beaver  County  Society,  i.  78 
Bed-sores,  plan  to  prevent,  ii.  182 
Belladonna  in  labor,  i.  189 
Bennett,  Dr.  Geo.  C,  memoir  of,  ii.  149 
Betx,  Dr.,  thermometry  of  disease,  ii. 

142 
Bilious  pneumonia,  ii.  188 
Bladder,  prolapse  of,  ii.  152 
Bland,  Dr.  D.  W.,  report  by,  ii.  228 
Bradford  County  Society,  i.  80;  ii.  126 
Brehm,  Dr.,  report  by,  ii.  141 
Bright's  disease,  i.  194 
Bromides,  i.  127, 184, 185, 186, 188, 164 ; 
ii.  159,  TTh 

in  puerperal  convulsions,  i.  76 

in  variola,  i.  69 
Bromide  of  ammonium,  i.  185 

of  calcium,  ii.  174 

of  potassium,  heroic  dose  of,  i.  180 
Brown,   Dr.  C.  W.,  report  by,  i.  197; 

ii.  286 
Brown,  Dr.  Q.  W.,  report  by,  ii.  221 

memoir  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Carpenter,  ii. 
281 
Bruce,  Dr.  6.  D.,  aconite  poisoning,  i.  69 
Brush,  D.  J.  A.,  report  by,  i.  124,  129 
Bucks  County  Society,  i.  85 
By-laws,  i.  216;  ii.  252 


Cesarean  section  in  U.  S.,  ii.  78 
Calcium,  bromide  of,  ii.  174 
Calomel  in  heroic  doses,  i.  109 
Cancer,  i.  194 

of  the  uterus,  ii.  89 
Cannabis  Indica,  i.  188 
Carbolic  acid,  i.  200 
Caries,  spinal,  fk'om  pertussis,  it  95 
Carpenter,  Dr.  Jas.  S.,  memoir  of,  ii.  281 
Cary,  Dr.  John,  report  by,  it  152 
Catarrh,  ii.  151,  188 

epidemic,  ii.  187,  142 
Caustics  during  pregnancy,  i.  165 
Cellulitis,  pelvic,  ii.  164, 228 
Cephalsmatoma,  i.  75 
Cephalotripsy,  ii.  71 
Cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  1.  80,  89,  96, 

162,  197;  ii.  127,  128, 130,  141,  152, 

158,  159,  176,  206 
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Cerebro-spioal  fever,  a  cause  of  deafness, 

ii.  108 
Cherries,  oraving  for,  i.  114 
Children's  excursions,  ii.  205 
Chloral,  i.  69,  113,  129,  184,  186,  1?6, 

138,  164 
Cholera  infantum,  1.   90,   126;   ii.  129, 

182,  198 
Cider-Tinegar  in  fever,  i.  141 
Cisna,  Dr..  W.  R.,  report  by,  ii.  188 
Code  of  Ethics,  i.  223 ;  ii.  259 
Columbia  and  Montour  County  Medical 

Society,  ii.  129 
Compulsory  vaccination,  ii.  64 
Conklin,  Dr.  B.  F.,  death  of,  ii.  162 

report  by,  i.  117 
Constitution,  i.  209 ;  ii.  246 
Contagion,  i.  148 
Convulsions,  puerperal,  i.  76,  129 
Corson,  Dr.  Hiram,  report  by,  i.  131 
Corson,  Dr.  M.  H.,  memoir  of,  i.  160 

meteorological  report  by,  i.  166 
Cotton,  Dr.  J.  C,  report  of,  i.  91 
Craig,  Dr.  Alex.,  report  by,  ii.  169 
Cranberries  in  erysipelas,  ii.  181 
Craniotomy,  i.  127;  ii.  74 
Crawford  County  Medftal  Society,  i.  88 ; 

ii.  136 
Crawford,  Dr.  C.  C.  V.,  report  by,  i.  100 

surgical  case,  i.  110 
Crawford,  Dr.  J.  S.,  address  of,  i.  27 

report  by,  ii.  168 
Crawford,  Dr.  R.,  report  by,  i.  199 
Croton  oil,  i.  188 
Croup,  i.  101,  109 

Cumberland  County  Medical  Society,  i. 
96;  ii.  140 


Dauphin  County  Medical  Society,  i.  99 
Davis,  Dr.  F.  F.,  report  by,  i.  206 
Davis'  patella  dressing,  i.  92 
Deafness  from  polypi,  ii.  103 
Delaware  County  Society,  i.  100 
Delirium  tremens,  i.  134 
DeLong,  Dr.,  case  by,  i.  164 
Dementia,  i.  186 

Detweiler,  Dr.  S.  B.,  report  by,  i.  186 
Diabetes,  i.  194;  ii.  229 
Diarrhoea,  i.  196;  ii.  124,  126,  221,  286 
A*om  epidermic  use  of  croton  oil,  i. 
132 
Dickeson,  Dr.  W.  T.  W.,  report  by,  i.  106 
Difficult  labor,  ii.  176, 177 
Diphtheria,  i.  124, 126,  194  ;  ii.  175,  188 
Diphtheroid  tonsillitis,  i.  108 
Diseases  of  uterus,  speculum  in,  i.  60 
Double  uterus,  ii.  112 
Duncan,  Dr.  W.  S.,  report  by,  i.  116 
Dysentery,  i.  196;  ii.  126,  221,  236 
Dysmenorrhoea,  i.  60 ;  ii.  186 


Ear,  diseases  of,  ii.  102 
Eclampsia,  puerperal,  ii.  76,  79, 129 
Egbert,  Dr.  T.  W.,  report  by,  i.  201 
Electricity  a  cause  of  disease,  i.  168 

in  Philadelphia,  it.  196 
Elliott,  Dr.  J.  8.,  report  by,  i.  76 
Enteric  fever,  see  typhoid 
Epidemics  in  Philadelphia,  ii.  196 
Epizootic,  11.  206 
Erie  County  Society,  ii.  149 
Erysipelas,!.    194,  204;    ii.  129,  180, 

181,  164,  169,  178,  174 
Ethics,  code  of,  i.  228 ;  ii.  269 
Evans,  Dr.  H.  Y.,  memoir  of  Dr.  Fish; 

ii.  219 
Ewing,  Dr.  J.  B.,  report  by,  ii.  161 
Exanthemata,  i.  106 
Excision  of  median  nerve,  ii.  62 
Excursions,  children's,  ii.  208 
Extra-uterine  foetation,  ii.  84 


Fallopian  tubes  entered  by  the  sound, 

ii.  92 
Fayette  County  Society,  i.  116;  ii.  151 
Femur,  intra-capsular  fracture,  i.  110 
Fergus,  Dr.,  report  by,  i.  192 
Fermentation,  i.  200 
Fever,  cerebro- spinal,  i.   80,   89,    162, 
197;  ii.  127,  128,  130,  141,  162, 
168,  169,  176,  221 
enteric,  see  typhoid 
intermittent,  see  malarial,  1.  162 
malarial,  i.  162;  ii.  186,  169,  173 
puerperal,  ii.  181, 184, 162, 164, 176 
relapsing,  i.  179 
remittent,  i.  192 ;  ii.  236 
scarlet,  i.  74,  83,  84,  89,  126,  131, 
183,  185, 187, 179, 194, 197,  199, 
201,  204,  206;  ii.  132,  186,  140, 
162,  175,  182 
typhoid,  i.  89,  101,  102,  126,  156, 
179;  ii.  126,  187,  162,  158,  166, 
176,  286 
typho-malarial,  ii.  141 
typhus,  i.  179 
vinegar  in,  i.  141 
Fibroids  in  uterus,  i.  67 ;  ii.  86 
Fibrous  tumors,  i.  67,  194 ;  ii.  86 
Fish,  Dr.  A.  H.,  memoir  of,  ii.  219 
Foetation,  extra-uterine,  ii.  84 
Forceps,  use  of,  i.  126,  196;  ii.  69,  184 
Form  of  county  reports,  i.  67 ;  ii.  121 
Foulke,  Dr.  Chas.,  memoir  of,  i.  86 
Foulke,  Dr.  Jos.,  report  by,  i.  86 
Fractures  in  aged  persons,  ii.  162 
France,  smallpox  in,  i.  172 
Franklin  County  Society,  i.  118;  ii.  156 
Fungosities  of  uterus,  i.  68 
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Funis,  ligation  of,  i.  149 
Fussell,  Dr.,  report  by,  i.  102 


Galbraith,  Dr.  Jas.,  memoir  of,  ii.  189 

Gallaher,  Dr.  T.  J.,  hypodermic  medica- 
tion, ii.  125 

Gelsemin,  ii.  128 

Gillett,  Dr.  B.,  report  by,  i.  204 

Qoodell,  Dr.  Wm.,  address  in  obstetrics, 
ii.  66 

Green,  Dr.  Traill,  on  dysmenorrhoea,  ii. 
186 

Griswold,  Dr.  E.,  report  by,  i.  124 ;  ii. 

176 
Gruver,  Dr.,  report  of,  i.  168 
Guaiao  in  dysmenorrhcea,  ii.  186 


H 


Hfiematuria,  i.  126 

Hsematocele,  i.  118 

Harvey,  Dr.  E.,  report  by,  i.  106 

Headache,  ii.  128 

Heat  exhaustion,  ii.  194 

Heat  in  Philadelphia,  ii.  192 

Heifer  vaccination,  ii.  59 

Helsby,  Dr.  T.  H.,  report  by,  ii.  168 

Hemiplegia  in  pregnancy,  i.  164 

Hemorrhage,  i.  163 

post-partnm,  ii.  82 
Herman,  Dr.  A.  J.,  report  of,  i.  97 
Hernia,  ii.  127 
Hillier,  Dr.,  report  by,  125 
Horton,  Dr.  G.  F.,  report  by,  L  88 
Hull,  Dr.  W.  C,  report  by,  ii.  127 
Hypertrophy  of  uterus,  i.  56 
Hypodermic  medication,  i.  129,  189 


Ice  treatment,  i.  102, 181, 188, 187, 188, 
189,  140,  194,  202,  208;  ii.  181,  182, 
135,  141.  158,  182, 183,  226,  228 

Inflammation  of  uterus,  i.  51 

Influenia,  i.  138;  ii.  127,  141,  164,  169, 
237 

Intermittent,  ii.  126,  162,  178,  175,  188 

Intermittent  otitis,  ii.  107 

Intra-capsular  fracture  of  femur,  i.  110 

InTersion  of  uterus,  i.  76 

Iodide  of  calcium,  i.  141 
of  potassium,  i.  181 

Iodoform,  i.  186 

Irritable  uterus,  i.  195 


Jones,  Dr.  L.  A.,  report  by,  ii.  127 
Jones,  Dr.  M.  0.,  report  by,  ii.  128 


K 
Kieflfer,  Dr.  8.  B.,  report  by,  i.  95 


Labor,  difficult,  ii.  176,  177 
Laceration  of  perineum,  ii.  77 
Lactucarium,  ii.  227 
Lambert,  Dr.  John,  memoir  of,  ii.  156 
Lancaster  County  Medical  Society,  ii. 

158 
Lardaceous  discharges,  ii.  166 
Lee,  Dr.  Benj.,  report  by,  ii.  191 

report  on  compulsory  vaccination, 

ii.  59 
spinal  caries  from  pertussis,  ii.  95 
Leedom,  Dr.  E.  C,  report  by,  i.  131 
Ligation  of  funis,  i.  149 
Lineaweaver,  Dr.  J.  K.,  report  by,  ii. 

158 
Linnenbrink,  Dr.  J.,  memoir  of,  i.  76 
Logan,  Dr.  Samuel,  memoir  of,  ii.  241 
Lycoming  County  Medical  Society,  ii. 

161 
Lyon,  Dr.  T.,  report  by,  ii.  162 

M 

McCann,  Dr.  J.,  report  by,  i.  70 
McKenzie,  Dr.  W.,  report  by,  i.  189 
Maggini,  Dr.  J.  C,  report  by,  i.  69 
Malaria,  i.  101,  106,  127,  188;  ii.  168, 

178 
Malarial  fever,  ii.  186,  169, 178 
Mansteller,  Dr.  J.  D.,  report  by,  ii.  129 
Measles,  i.  89,  125,  181,  188,  185,  187, 

192,  197;  ii.  158,175,205 
Mehard,  Dr.,  report  by,  i.  125,  129 
Meixsell,  Dr.,  case  by,  i.  164 
Memoir  of  Dr.  Geo.  C.  Bennett,  ii.  149 

S.  S.  Bates,  ii.  188 

Jas.  S.  Carpenter,  ii.  231 

A.  H.  Fish,  ii.  219 

Chas  Foulke,  i.  85 

Jas.  Galbraith,  ii.  189 

John  Lambert,  ii.  156 

J.  Linnenbrink,  i.  76 

S.  Logan,  ii.  240 

John  A.  Miller,  ii.  240 

C.  F.  Perkins,  ii.  149 
Wm.  Rankin,  ii.  147 
Wm.  Scott,  ii.  179 

D.  Stanton,  i.  77 

John  Russell  Wilson,  ii.  288 
Members  of  county  societies,  i.  251 ;  ii. 
295 
permanent,  i.  289;  ii.  275 
Memorial  for  new  insane  hospital,  ii.  46 
Meningitis,  cerebro-spinal,  see  cerebro- 
spinal fever 
Menscb,  Dr.,  report  by,  i.  186 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


312 


INDEX. 


Meechter,  Dr.  G.  K.,  report  by,  i.  187 
Mercer  County  Society,  i.  124  ;  ii.  178 
Meteorology  of  MoDtgomery  County,  i. 
156 

of  Philadelphia,  ii.  191,  209 
Meteorological  obserrationB,  benefits  of, 

i.  167 
Metro-peritonitis,  i.  116,  126,  194 
Milk,  i.  181, 184,  186 
Miller,  Dr.  John  A.,  memoir  of,  ii.  240 
Minutes  of  isd  annual  session,  i.  5 

address  of  Dr.  R.  Crawford,  i.  6 
programme,  i.  7 
members  present,  i.  8 
report  of  committee  on  regis- 
tration of  births,  etc.,  i.  11, 
12,  18,  24 
report  of  business  committee,  i. 

12 
amendment,  i.  18 
compulsory  vaccination,  i.  18 
insane  hospital,  i.  13 
defunct  societies,  i.  18 
delinquent    **      i.  18 
medical  education,  i.  14,  17 
case  of  Dr.  Findley,  i.  14 
annual  address,  i.  16 
nominating  committee,  i.  16 
auditors,  i.  17 
medical  experts,  i.  17 
committee  of  publication,  i.  17 
Tioga  County  Society,  i.  18,  19 
address  on  obstetrics,  i.  18 
censorial  districts,  i.  19 
Lancaster  County  Society,  i.  19 
reports  of  Societies,  i.  21^ 
bill,  i.  21 

report  on  nominations,  L  22 
appointments  for  1878,  i.  24 
ovarian  tumor,  1.  24 
thanks,  i.  26 
treasurer's  report,  i.  25 
delegate  to  New  York,  i.  25 
of  24th  annual  session,  ii.  5 
address  of  Dr.  Kieffer,  ii.  5 
programme,  ii.  8 
registration  list,  ii.  9 
Dr.  Ehler*s  case,  ii.  18,  17,  27 
amendment  offered,  ii.  14 
censor's  report  on  Ehler  and 

Hinkle.  ii.  14,  18 
telegram  fk'om  Ohio,  ii.  16 
Sibbet's  resolution  onquackery, 

ii.  16,  29 
decision  of  president  on  power 

of  censors,  ii.  17 
Tioga  County  Medical  Society, 

ii.  19 
Dr.  Findley's  case,  ii.  19 
Tumbull  on  ear,  ii.  20 
committee  on  nominations,  ii.  21 
report  from  committee  on  new 
insane  hospital,  ii.  21 


Minutes  of  28d  session,  continued — 
censorial  districts,  ii.  22 
resolution  on  insane  convicts, 

ii.28 
officers  for  1874,  ii.  25,  81 
amendment  to  constitution,  iL 

26 
report  on  obstetrics,  ii.  27 
Lee's  resolution  on  funds,  ii.  27 
report  of  committee  of  publi- 
cation, ii.  27 
thanks  to  Dr.  Bolles,  ii.  28 
remarks  from  New  Jersey,  ii.  28 
unfinished  business  committee, 

ii.  81 
thanks,  ii.  81 

Lee  on  whooping-cough,  ii.  81 
appointments  for  1874,  ii.  81 
bill,  ii.  82 
resolution  on  \St.  Jas.  King,  ii. 

82 
resolution  on  formation  of  new 

county  societies,  ii.  82 
report  of  delegate  to  N.  J.,  ii. 

82 
Dr.  Stetler's  amendments,  ii.  83 
valedictory  of  Dr.  Pollock,  ii. 

88 
address  of  president,  Dr.  Kief- 
fer, ii.  88 
thanks,  ii.  84 
Monstrosity,  i.  102 
Montgomery  County  Society,  i.  181 ;  ii. 

179 
Moody,  Dr.,  report  by,  ii.  126 
Mortolity  in  Philadelphia,  ii.  192 
Mossman,  Dr.  B.  £.,  report  by,  ii.  178 
Muriatic  acid,  L  202 


N 


Nerve,  excision  of  median,  ii.  62 
Neuralgia,  i.  189;  ii.  128,  170 
Nitro-muriatic  acid,  i.  181 
Northampton  County  Society,  i.  162;  ii. 
181 


Obstetrics,  address  on,  i.  45 ;  ii.  65 

i.  75.  76,  88,  92, 102,126,  189,  164. 
195,  208,  207;  ii.  126,  188,  152, 
164,  176,  177,  188,  228,  280 

Occlusion  of  arteries  by  wire  loop,  i.  70 
of  vagina,  i.  168 

Onanism,  i.  164 

O'Neill,  Dr.  A.,  report  of,  i.  89 

Opium  in  cerebro-spinal  fever,  i.  82. 
in  large  doses,  i.  116 

Otitis,  intermittent,  ii.  107 

Ott,  Dr.  Isaac,  report  by,  i.  162 

Ovariotomy,  ii.  90 

Ozonic  ether,  i.  175 
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Pancoast,  Dr.  W.  H.,  doable  woman,  ii. 

116 
Parotitis,  i.  192,  208 
Parturition,  post-mortem,  ii.  80 
Patella,  Aractore  of,  i.  91 
Patten,  Dr.  F.  H.,  report  by,  i.  116;  ii. 

163 
Paxson,  Dr.  J.,  report  by,  i.  184 
Peculiar  case,  i.  108,  168,  166,  169 
PeWic  cellulitis,  ii.  164,  228 
Perforation  of  womb  by  the  sound,  ii.  91 
Perineum,  laceration  of,  ii.  77 
Peritonitis,  i.  116,  126,  194 
Perkins,  Dr.  C.  P.,  memoir  of,  ii.  149 
Permanent  members,  i.  289 ;  ii.  276 
Perry  County  Medical  Society,  ii.  188 
Pertussis,  i.  89,  126,  126,  206;  ii.  176 

a  cause  of  caries,  ii.  96 
Philadelphia  County  Society,  i.  167;  ii. 

191 
Phthisis,  i.  88,   91,  126,  179,  194;  ii. 

188 
Pitting  in  smallpox,  i.  172,  176 
Placenta,  deliyery  of,  ii.  74 
Placenta  prsevia,  ii.  80,  176,  280 
Pleurisy,  i.  186;  ii.  171 
Pneumonia,  i.  117,  127,  183,  184,  186, 
197;  ii.  127,  129,  181,  162,  188,  286 
Poisoning  by  aconite,  i.  69 
Pollock,  Dr.  A.  M.,  address  of,  ii.  86 

wire  loop  used  by,  i.  70 
Polypi  in  uterus,  1.  68,  186 

in  ear,  ii.  108 
Post-mortem  parturition,  ii.  80 
Post-partem  hemorrhage,  ii.  82 
Potassium,  bromide  ot,  i.  69,  76,  129, 
130,  184,  185,  186,  188,  164 
in  smallpox,  i.  69 
Prediction  of  sex,  ii.  68 
Pregnancy,  caustics  during,  i.  165 

hemiplegia  in,  i.  164 

Taccination  during,  ii.  67 
Presidents,  i.  287 ;  ii.  278 
President's  address,  i.  27  ;  ii.  85 
Prolapse  of  bladder,  ii.  162 

of  womb,  ii.  92 
Puerperal  convulsions,  i.  76,  129;  ii.  79 

feyer,  U.  181,  184,  162,  164,  176 


Quinia,  abortiye  action  of,  ii.  65 
in  rheumatism,  i.  189 


Rankin,  Dr.  Wm.,  memoir  of,  ii.  147 
Registration  act,  1.  42 
Relapsing  feyer,  i.  179 


Remittent,  see  intermittent 

Report  of  Allegheny  County,  i.  69 ;   ii. 
128 
Beayer,  i.  78 
Bradford,  i.  80;  ii.  126 
Bucks,  i.  86 

Columbia  and  Montour,  ii.  129 
Crawford,  i.  88;  ii.  186 
Cumberland,  i.  96 
Dauphin,  i.  99 
Delaware,  i.  100 
Erie,  ii.  149 
Fayette,  i.  116;  ii.  161 
Franklin,  i.  118;  ii.  166 
Lancaster,  ii.  168 
Lycoming,  ii.  161 
Mercer,  i.  124 ;  ii.  178 
Montgomery,  i.  181 ;  ii.  179 
Northampton,  L  162;  ii.  181 
Perry,  ii.  188 

Philadelphia,  i.  167  ;  ii.  191 
Schuylkill,!.  191;  ii.  221 
Tioga,  i.  197 ;  ii.  286 
treasurer,  i.  89 ;  ii.  48 
Venango,  i.  199 
form  of,  i.  67 
on  compulsory  yaccination,  ii.  64 

Resolutions,  i.  221 ;  ii.  267 

Remittent  feyer,  i.  192 

Retained  placenta,  i.  92 

Retro-uterine  hssmatocele,  i.  118 

Reyaccination,  i.  74,  142,  176,  180;  ii. 
160 

Rheumatism,  i.  126,  189;  ii.  178,  175, 
221,  229 

Ross,  Dr.,  report  by,  i.  125 

Rubeola,  i.  89,  126,  181,  188,  186,  187, 
189,  162,  192,  197,  206,  224,  228;  ii. 
168,  176 

Rupture  of  uterus,  ii.  177 


S 


Santonin  in  scarlatina,  i.  74 
Sargent,  Dr.  G.  P.,  report  by,  i.  187 
ScarlaUna,  i.  74,  88,  84,  89,   102,  125, 

181,  188,    185,    187,  179,    194,  197, 
199,  201 ;  ii.  182,  186,  140,  162,  176, 

182,  204,  206,  228,  228 
Schrack,  Dr.  D.,  report  by,  i.  188 
Scirrhoid  induration  of  uterus,  i.  59 
Scirrhus,  uterine,  ii.  184 

Schuylkill  County  Society,  i.  191;   ii. 

221 
Scott,  Dr.  W.  M.,  memoir  of,  ii.  179 
Seller,  Dr.  C,  memoir  of,  i.  99 
Seip,  Dr.  A.,  report  by,  ii.  181 
Sex,  prediction  of,  ii.  68 
Sherk,  Dr.  J.  H.,  memoir  of,  i.  189 
Sibbet,  Dr.  R.  A.,  on  double  uterus,  ii. 

114 
Simington,'  Dr.  R.  S.,  report  by,  ii.  180 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


314 


INDIX. 


Smallpox,  i.  69,  70,  78,  188,  142,  162, 

169,  171,  178,  180,  198,  205;  u.  140, 

181,  205,  224.  229 
SnWely,  Dr.  J.  H.,  report  by,  i.  118;  ii. 

156 
SoiTely.  Dr.  W.,  report  by,  il.  124 
Snowden.  Dr.  G.,  report  by,  i.  204 
Snyder,  Dr.  S.  M..  report  by,  ii.  181 
Soda,  bisulphite  of,  ii.  174 

sulphite  of,  i.  108,  175,  200 
Sound  entering  Fallopian  tubes,  ii.  92 
Speouhim.  i.  46;  ii.  185 
Spinal  caries  from  whooping-cough,  ii. 

95 
Standing  resolutions,  i.  221 ;  ii.  257 
Stanton,  Dr.  D.,  memoir  of,  i.  77 
Stimulant  treatment,  i.  142 
Sterility,  i.  60 
Stewart,  Dr.  J.  L.,  excision  of  median 

nerve,  ii.  62 
Stomatitis,  i.  89 
Strychnia  in  smallpox,  178 
Sulphurous  acid,  i.  175 
Sunstroke,  ii.  192,  194 
Surgery,  i.  91.  205;  ii.  127,  180,  182, 

152,  162,  178,  188,  220,  280 
Syphilis,  i.  95 


Tetanus,  i.  69,  115 

chloral  in,  i.  69 
Thermometry,  ii.  142 
Tioga  County  Society,  report  of,  i.  197; 

ii.  286 
Tonsillitis,  i.  108;  ii.  287 
Transactions,  i.  41 ;  ii.  46 
Treasurer's  report,  i.  89 ;  ii.  43 
Treichler,  Dr.  J.  P.,  address  of,  i.  191 
Tuberculosis.     (See  Phthim.) 
Tumors,  i.  194 

TumbuU,  Dr.  L.,  diseases  of  the  ear,  ii. 
102 

report  by,  i.  167 
Typhoid  fever,  i.  89, 101, 102, 126, 179  ; 

ii.  125,  187,  152,  158,  156,  175 
Typho-malarial  fever,  ii.  141 
Typhus  fever,  i.  179 


Ulrich,  Dr.,  report  by,  i.  108 
Uterine  disease,  ii.  284,  185 
Uterus,  cancer  of,  ii.  89 
double,  ii.  112 
fibroids  in,  i.  57 
fuogosities  of,  i.  58 
hypertrophy  of,  i.  56 
inflammation,  i.  51 
inversion  of.  i.  76 
irritable,  i.  195 


Uterus,  continued — 
polypi  in,  i.  58 
prolapse  of,  ii.  92 
rupture  of,  ii.  177 
scirrhoid  induration  of,  i.  59 
speculum  in  diseasee  of,  i.  50 
tumors  of,  ii.  85 


Vaccinal  syphilis,  ii.  58 
Vaccination,  i.  78,  108,  162,  176,  180, 
198 ;  U.  128,  140,  199,  204,  224, 
280 
compulsory,  ii.  54 
during  pregnancy,  ii.  67 
heifer,  ii.  59 
Vagina,  occlusion  of,  i.  168 
Varinn.  Dr.  Wm.,  report  by,  ii.  186 
Varicella,  i.  105 

Variola,  i.  69.  70.  78,  89, 101,  102.  105, 
107,  188,  142,  162, 169, 171, 178, 
180,  198.  205;  ii.  126,  140,  181, 
197,  205,  224.  229 
bromides  in,  i.  69 
in  ntero.  ii.  126 
Varioloid,  i.  105.  198 
Venango  County  Society,  i.  199 
Venesection,  i.  186 
Veratrum  viride,  i.  188,  186,  197,  198; 

ii.  128,  184 
Version,  ii.  74 
Vinegar  in  fever,  i.  141 


W 


Water,  impure,  a  cause  of  disease,  ii. 

124 
Welch.  Dr.  1\ .  M.,  on  smallpox,  i.  178 ; 

ii.  199 
Welsh,  Dr.,  report  by,  i.  204 
Whiskey,  i.  182 

Whistler.  Dr.  S.  M.,  report  by,  ii.  140 
Whooping-cough,  i.  89, 125, 126, 205 ;  ii. 
175 
a  cause  of  caries,  ii.  95 
Wilson,  Dr.  John  Ruasell,  memoir  of,  ii. 

288 
Winans,  Dr.  Isaac,  report  by,  i.  78 
Wire  loop  for  occlusion  of  arteries,  i.  70 
Witherow,  Dr.  J.  M.,  case  of,  i.  78 
Womb,  fibroid  tumors  of,  ii.  85 
perforation  by  the  sound,  iL  91 
prolapse  of,  ii.  92 
Wood,  Dr.,  bromides  in  variola,  i.  69 


Young,  Dr.  T.  J.,  report  by,  i.  88 
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